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*A  CASE  OF  POPLITEAL  ANEURISM  RAPIDLY  CURED  BY 
MANIPULATION,  FLEXION  AND  DIGITAL  COMPRES- 
SION.   

BY  GEO.   C.   BLACKMAN,   M.   D., 
rroftMor  of  Sirserr  In  tha  Uodlcsl  Oa11»Ea  or  Ohio :  Surgaon  lo  ths  Sunulm  Hoipltsl.  CIn- 


We  have  recently  treated  a  case  of  popliteal  aDenrtsm  according  to 
the  above  methoda,  which  poasesaes  at  the  present  time,  many  poiote 
of  interest,  especially  in  connection  with  the  cases  lately  reported  by 
Dr.  Mapother,  of  Dublin,  Dr.  Murray,  of  Newoaatle-on-Tyne,  Eng- 
land, and  Sir  Henry  Thompson,  of  London,  Before  giving  the  details 
of  onr  own  case,  we  will  present  an  abstract  of  Dr.  Mapother's,  as  pub- 
iished  in  the  British  Medical  Journal,  October  5,  1867,  and  re-pub- 
Itsbed  in  Braithwaite's  Setro^eet,  part  56,  page  157.  The  same  jour- 
nals also  contain  the  particulars  of  Dr.  Murray's  views  and  treatment. 

Dr.  Mapother's  first  ease  was  one  of  ilio-femoral  anearism.  "Dig- 
ital and  partial  instrumental  pressure  having  failed,  I  tried  to  stop  the 
commoD  iliac  with  an  elastic  compressor,  the  patient  being  kept  under 
chloroform  for  twelve  hours.  No  clot  formed.  An  anthracoid  slough 
formed  at  the  point  of  pressure.     Five  days  afterward,  another  attempt 

•■■Tha  tenn  glTan  to  lhl>|H|Hr  innna  ■  pHtlcnlu- nuDlpnUllon  of  m  anegrinn,  whereby 

tbadbrlu  wilhlsmmy  poHlblybaiodlipli     '     -    ■■  " l.. .........__  .. 

■n«7  on  Iho  iltul  ilte  of  tho  dlnua."— 
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was  made,  after  the  following  preparatory  steps:  The  abdomen  wa9 
made  lank  by  emptying  the  bowels  and  bladder;  the  limb  was  raised, 
bandaged  and  fixed  to  aid  venona  return,  and  to  render  increased  flow 
of  blood  for  muscular  action  unnecessary ;  and  the  sac  was  compressed 
by  an  elastic  roller,  so  aa  to  contract  the  space  to  be  bled  by  the  olot 
as  much  as  possible.  At  Dr.  O'Fetrall'B  suggestion,  the  superficial 
femoral  was  stopped,  so  as  to  keep  the  sao  full.  Sgnoroni's  olamp  wa» 
then  fixed  over  the  common  iliac  artery  for  four  and  a  half  hoars,  when 
the  tumor  was  found  solid  and  pulseless,  the  common  and  internal  iliacs 
being  still  pulseless.     Absorption  and  complete  cure  followed." 

The  Doctor's  second  case  was  one  of  popliteal  aneurism.  Folsa- 
tjou  was  arrested  by  pressure  maintained  for  five  hours  as  firmly  as 
could  be  done  in  a  restless  patient,  but  thirty-six  horns  afterwards  the 
pulsation  returned.  "Afl«r  three  other  attempts,  unsuccessful  because 
chloroform  was  refused,  the  femoral  at  Scarpa's  triangle  was  compressed, 
and  the  flaw  of  blood  out  of  the  sac  was  impeded  by  tight  bandaging 
and  elevation  of  the  leg,  distal  pressure  on  the  popliteal  not  being 
possible.  The  patient  was  kept  apathetic,  not  insensible,  with  chloro- 
form, for  nine  and  a  half  hours,  when  the  sac  was  found  hard  and  pulse- 
less. At  the  compressed  point  a  sitperfieial  slough  formed;  but  with 
this  exception,  the  recovery  was  rapid  and  perfect." 

Dr.  Mapother  suggests,  that  as  distal  pressure  ia  impraotioable  in 
popliteal  or  "anteonbital"  cases,  Mr,  Hart's  flexion  plan  may  achieve 
the  same  result.  Nearly  seven  years  before  he  treated  his  case  of 
popliteal  aneurism  just  quoted,  we  tried  the  flexion  method  in  a  similar 
ease,  hut  the  cure  was  delayed  beoanse  we  trusted  to  bandages  and  in- 
strumental, rather  than  digital  compression,  until  three  hours  before 
the  pulsation  of  the  tumor  was  arrested,  at  which  time  the  digital  com- 
pression was  adopted.  It  is  also  to  be  taken  into  consideration  that 
we  had  a  restless  patient  to  treat.  But  as  bearing  upon  the  history  of 
this  combination  of  methods  in  the  treatment  of  aneurism,  we  re-pro- 
dnoe  here,  t^om  the  Cinoinnati  Lancet  aiUl  Obterver,  Mareh,  1861,  lihe 
report  of  a  case  treated  by  us  in  June,  1869,  and  in  which  we  were 
ably  assisted  by  Dr.  John  S.  Billings  and  Dr.  Charles  Oreenleaf,  tlien 
medical  students,  but  now  accomplished  Buttons  of  the  regular  ftrmy : 

In  June,  1S59, 1  waa  eonaulted  by  Joseph  Eumbrick  in  referenoe  te  a 
large  palaatiog  tumor  in  the  left  popliteal  space.  He  was  an  American,  and 
was  twenty-seven  years  of  age.  For  some  years  he  bad  been  engaged  in 
carting  Inmber,  and  conaequeDtlj  was  often  compelled  te  sustain  beavy 
weight!.  He  was  not  aware,  however,  that  he  had  ever  received  any  injury 
'jpon  the  part  affected.     Aboot  thirteen  montha  before  1  saw  him  he  suffered 


n,g,t,7rJM,COO<^lL' 


A  OAfiB  or  POPLITKAL  ANXTTBISH.  3 

cxemoiatmt;  pain,  wbioh  axteDded  along  the  iQDer  part  of  ths  thi|;h  and  calf 
of  the  leg  as  far  as  the  heeL    About  three  dajs  aflemardi  he  noticed  a  aioall 

Ealsating  tumor,  &bout  the  site  of  a  pigeon's  egg,  in  the  middle  of  the  pop- 
teal  spaee.  His  ease  was  regarded  as  aoate  iheumatiain,  and  he  was  treated 
accordinglj.  The  swelling  continued  to  increase ;  and  when  I  Brat  saw  him, 
on  the  Su  of  Jana,  it  measured  about  four  and  a  half  inches  in  the  axis  of  the 
limb,  and  fire  and  a  half  in  its  transTcrae  direction.  It  had  a  pjriform  ahnpo, 
the  apex  being  above.  For  two  months  the  pain  had  been  severe;  and  at 
the  time  of  his  visit  he  was  unable  to  extend  his  limb  completely. 

Having  noticed  the  favorable  reports  of  eases  which  had  been  treated  hj 
the  London  Burgeons  bj  flexion,  I  aetermiued  to  anite  this  to  the  combined 
method  of  compression,  maninulation.  and  the  internal  administrntion  of 
veratram  virida,  which  I  had  snccesafullj  emplojed  ia  a  case  of  femoral 
Miearism  of  large  site.  On  the  Tth  of  June,  alter  having  given  four  drops 
of  Norwood's  tincture,  I  broke  np  and  dislodged  some  of  the  lajers  of  fibrin 
in  the  sac,  by  means  of  pressure  with  my  thumbs  and  fingers  (Fergusaon's 
Manipulation);  after  this  I  applied  a  bandage,  as  recommenaed  b;  Pro£ 
Dudley,  of  Lexington,  in  1S18.  The  foot  and  leg  were  bandaged  from  the 
toes  to  the  inferior  margin  of  the  aneurism,  over  which  a  compress  was 
placed,  and  a  still  firmer  one  along  the  course  of  the  femoral  artery  reach- 
ing to  Poupart's  ligament  These  were  covered  by  the  bandage  which  ex- 
tended to  the  groin.  The  leg  was  strongly  flexed  upon  the  thigh,  aod  se- 
cured in  that  position.  The  only  eSeot  of  the  veratrum  was  to  eauae  on 
intermission  of  the  heart's  action  every  thirteEuth  beat  For  an  hour  after 
the  manipulation  the  pain  was  intense;  but  morphia  freely  administered 
enabled  him  to  pass  a  comfortable  night  On  the  fallowing  day,  however, 
the  patient  became  exceedingly  restless,  and  the  compressor  and  bandage 
beoame  deranged.  After  a  week's  trial,  Dudle^r's  dressing  was  abandoned 
and  Petit'a  tourniqnet  subatituted.  At  the  expiration  of  another  week  this 
was  changed  for  Skey's.*  At  this  time  the  tumor  had  diminished  somewhat, 
but  still  pnlsated  strongly.  Under  the  use  of  digitalis  the  patient's  pulse 
rose  from  eighty-five  to  one  hundred  and  ten,  and  it  was  discontinued.  Com- 
preision  was  continued  for  another  week,  by  the  alternate  nse  of  the  tourni- 
qnets  above  mentioned.  The  patient  now  left  for  his  home  in  Newport, 
Kentucky,  the  tumor  having  diminished  about  one-third  in  site,  but  the 
pnlsation  being  quite  distinct 

On  the  first  of  July,  I  reciuested  my  pnpil,  Mr.  John  Billings,  and  Mr. 
Charles  tiraenleaf,  then  medical  students,  to  go  to  the  patient's  liouse  and 
try  digital  eompreaaion  at  the  groin.  This  waa  employed  for  three  hours, 
when  the  pulsation  entirely  ceased.  On  Monday  lost.  (February  14,  I86I,) 
the  patient  cams  before  the  class  of  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  and  de- 
clared that  his  left  leg  was  as  good  as  the  right  The  contracted  and  inda- 
rated  aneurismal  tumor  can  still  be  felt,  but  pulsation  has  never  returned. 
It  is  a  question  whether  this  indurated  mass  will  ever  disappear,  for  Mr.  Paget 
baa  reported  an  examination  of  a  cose  filly  years  after  the  cure  by  ligatur* 
—John  Hunter's  fourth  patient — and  even  after  this  long  period,  a  hard,, 
olive-shaped  mass  still  occupied  the  popliteal  space. 

Shortly  after  the  treatment  of  the  above  case,  a  patient  came  under  our 
ears,  having  an  aneurism  of  the  innominata  of  small  siie.  Instead  of  ligat- 
ing  the  subclavian  and  carotid  on  the  distal  side,  I  applied  Bonrgery's 
tonmiqnet,  or  oompresaor,  for  the  snbclavian,  while  a  truss  was  adjusted  to 
the  neck  to  compress  the  carotid.  Veratrum,  in  this  case,  had  a  bappy  efl'ect 
in  moderating  the  force  of  the  circulation;  and,  with  the  eompressioo  above 
mantioned,  I  succeeded  in  producing  a  temporary  consolidation  of  the  aneur- 

•Tor  slnaM  the  euct  coanlRiHt  of  SInr*  Inatmnunt,  Tid.  (Iw  lllmtntlOD  of  H.  Surta'i 
IB  JnhBKiD'a  ITid.  l7Ur.  RnlH,  UH.  Mr.  B.  adda  Ibit  "  Sir  ARIty  Ocu^wr  uutmUd  u  ta- 
■ttSMat  oa  *  iIbIIu  prlnclpla,  mbont  tnDljr  Jmn  *f  o,  b>  ooinprHi  ■  popUtaul  ■BtBTiBn." 
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ism.  In  a  few  hours,  however,  pulBiition  returood,  and  in  the  course  of  a 
fev  daja  it  became  again  eoueolidated.  Thus  alternatiDg,  matters  progressed 
for  soTerftl  weeks,  when,  after  trying  digital  compression  for  some  hours,  at 
several  trinl»,  it  became  evident  that  all  oureSbrte  were  in  vain.  The  patient 
left  for  the  country,  the  tumor  constantlj  increasing;  and,  in  a  few  weeks 
more,  alter  reaching  an  enormous  size,  it  burst  internally  and  suffocated  the 
patient  A  post  mortem  revealed  an  aneurism  of  the  innominata;  and  the 
opening  communicating  with  the  sac  \ia»  of  large  size. 

In  connection  with  this  case,  we  hare  read  with  much  interest,  the 
report  of  a  case  published  in  the  Dublin  Quarterly  Journal  of  Medical 
Science,  November,  1867,  in  which  Mr,  George  H.  Porter  treated  a  large 
aneurism  of  the  right  subclavian  artery,  by  acupressure  on  the  first 
stage  of  the  asillary  artery,  and  eobsequently  by  direct  compression 
on  the  arteria  iauominata.  The  consolidation  of  the  tumor,  however, 
was  not  complete,  and  only  temporary.  The  disease  at  length  termin- 
ated fatally. 

We  now  give  the  details  of  onr  recent  case,  as  reported  by  Dr.  W. 
J.  Murray,  resident  physician  of  the  Samaritao  Hospital: 

Elliott  Blaok,  American,  set.  25,  admitted  October  21,  1S63,  He  states 
that  until  two  years  before,  he  had  always  enjoyed  good  health.  At  that 
time,  be  suffered  from  an  attack  of  aetlima,  which,  however,  was  soon  relieved. 
Ten  weeks  before  his  admission,  he  first  noticed  the  swelliof;,  anij  he  had 
pain  in  the  knee-joint  Three  weck»  previously,  he  had  injured  the  leg  by 
a  fall  sustained  while  he  was  engaged  in  rolling  logs.  To  this  fall  and  ths 
accompanying  twist  of  the  leg,  he  attributes  the  origin  of  his  difficulty.  A 
swelling  soon  appeared  in  the  popliteal  space,  which  continued  to  increase 
until  the  time  of  his  admissian,  when  it  had  attained  the  size  of  a  lai^e 
orange.  The  aneuriamal  bruit  was  Tcry  distinct,  and  all  the  symptoms  such 
as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  the  character  of  the  tumor.  Prof.  Blackman  re- 
marked to  the  class,  that  he  would  try,  in  this  case,  the  obstruction  of  the 
artery  on  the  distal  aide  of  the  tumor  as  recently  practiced  by  Dr.  Mapotber, 
of  Dublin,  and  then  he  would  combine,  however,  as  he  had  done  in  other 
cases,  manipulation  of  the  tumor,  with  digital  compression  at  the  groin. 
He  added,  that  as  from  the  distribution  of  the  arteries  of  the  leg  it  would 
be  impossible  to  shnt  off  the  current  of  blood  completely  by  compression  on 
the  distal  side,  he  would  adopt  Hart's  method  by  flexion  of^the  leg  upon  the 
thigh,  by  which  the  force  of  the  current  would  oe  materially  lessened.  He 
hoped,  also,  to  promote  this  object  etill  further,  by  dislodging  some  of  the 
layers  of  fibrins  in  the  sac,  through  the  manipulation  of  the  tumor  as  first 
proposed  and  practiced  by  Sir  Wm.  Fergusson. 

October  22.— The  latter  method  having  been  carried  out.  Prof.  B.  fleied 
the  leg  strongly  upon  the  thigh,  and  then  leifuested  Prof  Conner  and  Dr.  S. 
C.  Muscroft  to  keep  up  firm  digital  compression  upon  the  femoral  artery  just 
below  Poupart's  ligament  At  the  end  of  thirty  minutes,  only  a  slight  thrill 
could  he  detected.  The  digital  compression  was  continued  for  siity-eight 
minutes,  when  the  leg  was  secured  to  the  thigh  by  a  strong  band  of  adhe- 
sive plaster,  and  the  patient  was  carried  to  his  bed.  Prof.  B.  remarked, 
that  iQ  al!  probability  the  digital  compression  had  been  sufficient  to  secure 
the  formation  of  the  clot  which  was  to  fill  and  consolidate  the  tumor,  but  to 
make  the  matter  still  more  certain,  he  would  continue  the  fieiion  treatment 
lora  short  time  longer. 
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October  23. — Patient  had  no  sleep  in  conaeqaence  or  Che  severe  pain  he 
laflTered.  althoufih  he  look  2^  graina  of  morphia  durinR  the  night.  It  w&a  a 
DOtiiteable  fact,  that  immediately  afler  the  operation,  ttie  temperature  of  the 
leg  and  foot  became  grefttly  diminished,  while  the  eengibility  of  the  parte 
was  greatly  increased.  For  aome  houra,  the  foot  and  leg  had  a  mottled 
appearance.  On  the  daj  following  the  operation,  the  adhesive  plaster  wae 
removed  and  the  limb  waa  extended  until  the  leg  and  thi{;h  were  at  right 
angles  to  each  other.  This  change  of  position  gave  the  patient  great  relief, 
and  waa  maintained  by  a  renewal  of  the  application  of  the  plaster. 

October  24. — Pretty  comfortable  this  morning,  although  occasionally 
some  pain  is  felt  in  the  knee.     Tumor  deercasing  Iq  size. 

October  25, — Keated  well  last  night  with  ^  grain  of  morphia.  No  palaa- 
Uon  to  tumor. 

October  26. — Still  improving;  tumor  much  diminished  in  size;  no  pulsa- 
tion whatever.     Takes  at  night  i  grain  of  morphia. 

October  30. — Disoharged — cared — the  tumor  not  being  more  than  half 
of  ita  original  aize. 

On  the  seTenteenth  of  December,  this  patient  came  from  bis  resi- 
dence in  Indiana,  to  show  me  the  excellent  condition  of  his  limb.  He 
stated  that  for  some  weeks  after  leaving  for  home,  he  auffered  much 
pain  in  his  leg  and  foot,  and  that  it  was  easily  affected  by  the  cold. 
Prof.  CoDoer  and  Dr.  Dodge  carefully  examined  the  patient  with  me, 
and  we  were  alt  fnllj  satisfied  that  the  care  was  perfect.  The  tumor 
was  thought  to  be  about  one-third  its  original  size.  It  was  quite  solid 
to  tbo  touch. 

The  case  illustratecl  to  us  the  facility  with  which  a  superficial  ob- 
serrcT  might  be  deceived,  in  reference  to  pulsation  in  the  tumor.  The 
collateral  branches  being  quite  enlarged,  if  pressure  waa  made  over  one 
of  these,  there  waa  evidently  pulsation.  The  real  condition  of  the 
tumor,  however,  was  readily  determined  by  pressing  on  it  just  beyoud 
the  line  of  the  enlarged  collateral  branch. 

We  find  in  the  Monihly  Medical  Reprint,  (N.  Y.,)  October,  No.  iv, 
page  2Et4,  a  report  of  a  case  of  popliteal  aneurism,  treated  by  fiexion 
and  preEsnrc,  under  the  care  of  Sir  Henry  Thompson.  The  case  is 
copied  from  the  Brilitk  MedicalJournal,  date  not  given,  and  is  headed 
"cured  by  pressure  in  twenty-eight  hours."  As  will  be  seen,  however, 
by  the  brief  abstract  we  famish,  the  case  was  under  treatment  for  sev- 
eral days: 

"Aa  the  tumor  was  small,  it  was  thought  expedient  6rst  to  adopt  the 
treatment  by  flexion.  Accordingly,  on  the  followinf;  day,  the  limb  was  band- 
aged, acutely  flexed  upon  the  thigh,  and  retained  in  that  position  bv  addi- 
tional bandages.  The  flexion  caused  no  pain.  The  limb  was  kept  in  this 
poiition  four  days,  until  two  p.  m.  on  the  Slat,  by  which  time  no  diSerence  in 
the  pulsation  waa  perceptible,  Mr.  Ernest  Hart  aaw  the  case,  and  Seied  it 
more  completely.  The  limb,  however,  was  set  free  on  the  23d,  aa  the  knee 
had  become  awollen  and  painful.  On  the  following  morning,  at  eleven  o'clock, 
the  leg  having  been  previously  bandaged  with  stocking  elastic,  a  Corte's  com- 
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prei8or  w«i  oppljed  OTer  the  femoral  artery  juitoppoaite  Poupnrt'a  lijtiimeot, 
«Dd  another  one  about  four  or  five  inches  lower  down.  The  patient  himself, 
B  verj  intelligent  man,  changed  the  compreesure  abont  every  three-quarter* 
of  an  hour,  nnd  felt  a  little  discomfort  from  its  nppliontion.  By  half-jieut 
three,  on  the  folloieing  day,  ttBeniy  eight  hours  after  the  first  application  of 
the  compressor,  all  pulsation  in  the  tumor  had  etaaed." 

Is  it  not  very  probable  that  tbe  cure  in  tbis  case  was  expedited  bj 
tbe  previous  flexion  of  tbe  leg?  And  would  not  the  obstruction  on 
tbe  distal  eide  of  the  aneurism  haye  been  much  greater,  bad  Sir  Heur; 
adopted  tbe  process  of  manipulation?  For  tbe  benefit  of  those  still 
nnacqnaiDt«d  with  this  method,  we  make  tbe  following  extract  from 
the  paper  of  tbiB  distinguished  snrgeon,  published  in  tbe  Transactions 
of  the  Koyal  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society  of  London,  vol.  xl,  1857. 
The  patient  had  subclavian  aneurism.  "Tbe  patient  was  seated  in  a 
cbair;  and  I  placed  tbe  flat  end  of  the  tbnmb  on  the  aneurism  tumor, 
BO  as  to  cover  tbe  prominence.  I  then  pressed,  until  all  the  fluid  blood 
bad  passed  from  tbe  sac,  and  I  could  feel  that  tbe  upper  side  of  the 
aneurism  was  pressed  against  the  lower.  I  now  gave  a  rubbing  motion 
to  tbe  thumb,  and  felt  a  friction  of  surfaces  within  tbe  flattened  mass. 
Tbe  movements  were  little  more  than  momentary,  but  tbej  were  such 
aa  I  bad  pre -conceived."  Giddiness  and  mental  confusion  immediately 
followed,  and  for  a  time,  it  is  stated,  that  tbe  patient  was  unable  to  stand. 
These  symptoms,  together  with  a  c'essation  of  tbe  pulsation  in  tbe  arte- 
ries of  tlie  arm,  proved  eonelusively  tb«t  some  of  the  layers  of  tbe 
fibrin  bad  been  carried  into  the  artery  on  tbe  distal  side  of  tbe  aneurism. 
We  resorted  to  this  method  of  producing  obstruction  on  the  distal  side 
of  the  tumor,  as  long  ago  as  1857,  as  may  be  seen  by  referring  to  tbe 
Western  Lancet,  June  of  that  year,  in  which  a  case  of  femoral  aneurism, 
treated  not  only  by  manipulation  but  by  compression,  was  followed  by 
tbe  most  brilliant  results.  The  chief  points  of  this  case,  as  reported 
by  Dr.  N.  J,  Sawyer,  (at  that  time  resident  physician  of  tbe  Commer- 
cial Hospital,  Cincinnati,)  have  been  copied  into  Holmet'  Syitem  of 
Surgery,  vol.  iii,  page  431 ;  also,  into  the  Nouveau  Dictionaaire  de  Med. 
el  de  Ckir.  Pratiq.,  now  in  publication  in  Paris. 

Wc  claim  that  we  were  the  first  to  make  known  through  the  med- 
ical press.  Sir  William's  views  in  reference  to  this  method  of  treaUng 
certaia  cases  of  aneurism.  During  our  attendance  on  bis  lectures  at 
King's  College  Hospital,  in  1846,  we  beard  bim  state  that  this  idea  was 
suggested  to  bim  in  conaequeoce  of  the  dialodgment  of  tbe  layers  of 
fibriu  in  aneurism,  (subclavian,)  by  tho  movements  of  the  patient's 
arms  as  in  swimming.     A  cure  was  the  result,  and  bcncc  tbe  practice 
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which  has  been  curied  ont  u  yet,  but  in  a  limited  munbeT  of  cases. 
Id  onr  correspondence  for  the  American  Journal  of  Medical  Setencei, 
April,  1847,  may  be  found  onr  aacoont  of  vhat  we  heard  upon  this 
subject  in  the  lecture  to  which  we  have  already  referred. 


A   SINGULAR  CASE   OF  POISONING. 

BT  DR.  W.  aOBBS,  CAKTHAQS,  INS. 

During  the  first  week  of  May,  1868,  Mrs.  L ,  of  this  place, 

yisited  her  friends  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  taking  with  her  her  infant  son, 
a  babe  about  twelve  months  old,  who  was  still  nursiDg  On  the  eighth 
of  the  mouth,  her  ehild  wu  taken  with  conTulsions,  which  ooutin- 
ned  at  interrals  for  two  or  three  days.  The  case  was  under  the  care 
of  a  "  little  pill "  doctor  in  Dayton,  and  I  have  not  learned  his  opinion 
of  the  pathology  of  the  case,  or  the  treatment  which  he  used.  I  sup- 
pose, however,  there  was  very  little  of  either.  The  child  was  so  seri- 
ously sick,  however,  that  the  father  was  sent  for,  but  in  a  few  days  he 
was  so  much  better  that  the  family  came  home,  of  course  bringing  the 
babe. 

A  short  time  afterward,  I  was  consulted  by  the  father,  to  know 
whether  it  m^ht  not  be  feared  that  this  attack  of  his  child  was  the 
beginning  of  habitnal  epilepsy.  My  reply  was,  that  children  often 
have  such  attacks  f^om  intestinal  irritation,  and,  such  as  this  one,  with 
large  head  and  predominant  nervona  temperament,  were  peculiarly 
liable  to  them  during  the  summer  months.  He  said  his  wife  was  set- 
tled in  the  opinion  that  her  child  had  epilepsy,  and  she  would  expect 
M  return  of  the  spasms  in  a  few  weeks. 

The  child  was  hearty  and  grew  well,  until  the  morning  of  the  8tb 
of  June,  when  it  was  suddenly  taken  with  sick  stomach,  a  foul,  foetid 
diarrhcea,  and  after  a  few  discharges,  was  again  seized  with  convnl- 

uons.     Dr.  F was  firet  called  to  the  case,  but  in  the  evening  of 

the  same  day  I  was  called  in  counsel,  and  afterward  retained  the  man- 
agement of  it.  The  convulsions  occurred  at  intervals  of  three  or 
four  hours  for  two  days.  Few  of  them  continued  more  than  twenty  or 
thirty  seconds,  aud  after  half  an  hour's  stupor,  consciousness  was  fully 
restored.     Daring  the  whole  attack,  a  high  state  of  intestinal  irritation 
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wu  maintained,  and  I  coald  not  otherwise  cooclnde  than  that  the  cov- 
Tuleiona  were  reflex  actioDB  from  this  caose. 

After  a  few  days,  he  was  apparently  well  again,  and  so  continaed 
until  the  10th  of  July,  when  the  convnlaions  again  returned,  preceded 
and  accompanied  by  the  same  eymptoms  as  before.  Thie  tegular  peri- 
odicity perplexed  me  very  greatly  and  thoroughly  confirmed  the  parents 
of  their  child  ia  the  fears  of  established  epilepsy.  There  being,  how- 
ever, no  reason  why  I  should  change  my  views  of  the  pathology  of  the 
case,  I  could  but  insist  upon  my  opinion,  against  theirs,  and  await  fur- 
ther developments. 

In  a  few  days,  the  patient  was  better  again,  and  continued  well  for 
some  weeks.  The  mother  told  me  that  about  the  10th  or  1^  of 
August,  be  would  have  "fits"  again;  and,  sure  enough,  on  the  12th of 
that  month,  the  worst  attack  of  all  made  its  appearance,  preceded  and 
accompanied  by  the  same  symptoms  as  before.  This  greatly  added  to 
my  perplexity — it  was  the  fourth  attack,  and  the  three  intervals  were 
just  one  month  and  two  days  each.  How  could  this  be  explained? 
The  convulsions  could  be  easily  accounted  for,  by  the  intestinal  irrita- 
tion, hat  what  irritant  could  act  thus  punctually  at  exact  periods? 
That  was  the  great  qneatiou.  The  child  was  nursing  and  taking  about 
the  usual  amount  of  other  food  for  one  of  his  age.  I  had  before 
ordered  special  care  given  to  his  diet,  about  the  occurrence  of  these 
periods,  when  only  milk,  starch,  and  animal  broths  were  allowed  him, 
besides  the  breast.  The  mother  was  in  good  health — the  state  of  his 
dentition  was  no  cause  of  dtBease. 

In  my  perplexity,  I  inquired  of  the  mother  by  what  rule  she  had 
predicted  the  occurrence  of  the  paroxysms.  She  replied  that  she  did 
it  by  the  phaie»  of  the  moon — that  the  interval  wat  one  lunar  month  and 
halfway  to  a  change.  This  suggested  to  my  mind,  an  inquiry  iuto  her 
owu  catamenial  periodicity,  I  found  that  she  had  been  menstruating 
regularly  since  her  babe  was  a  few  months  old — that  ihe  became  "vn- 
welt,"  at  Pat/ton,  while  her  babe  wai  tick,  and  that  since  then,  in  June, 
July  and  Avgmt,  the  tickneK  of  her  hahe  at  each  attack,  preceded  her 
Jlux  but  a  day  or  two. 

My  perplexities  were  now  at  an  end,  aud  I  saw  clearly,  that  the 
periodic  functional  changes  in  the  reproductive  organs  of  the  mother, 
BO  altered  the  chemical  constitution  of  her  milk,  that  ik,  at  a  certain 
period,  became  poisonous  to  her  child,  and  by  its  irritating  qualities, 
so  affected  the  intestinal  canal  of  my  patient,  as  to  produce  the  train 
of  symptoms  observed  in  these  attacks. 
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This  was  about  the  middle  of  August,  and  a  verj  eerious  epidemic 
of  "bowel  complaint"  was  prevailing  among  the  children  in  this  part  of 
the  conntry,  but  notwithstanding  this  fact,  I  ordered  the  child  weaned 
at  once.  This  order  the  mother  carried  into  execution,  but  still  she 
conld  not  quite  shake  off  her  fears  of  epilepsy.  During  the  remainder 
of  August  and  the  whole  of  September,  we  courageonsl;  fought  death 
at  the  door,  through  the  whole  range  of  drugs  and  diet,  and  in  Octo- 
ber, we  gained  the  victory. 

My  little  patient  is  now  fat  and  hearty,  and  has  had  no  spasms  since 
the  12th  of  August  attack  above  mentioned.  The  bowel  troubles  which 
followed  the  weaning,  made  little  or  no  impression  on  the  nervous 
centres. 

This  case  has  been  one  of  peculiar  interest  to  me,  and  as  I  do  not 
remember  to  have  seen  a  similar  one  reported,  I  thought  it  worth  the 
notice  of  the  profession. 

With  others,  I  have  often  seen  instances  in  which  the  mother's 
milk  became  unhealthy  after  the  establishment  of  the  menstrual  flow, 
8o  that  the  child  had  to  be  weaned;  but  this  case  differs  &om  such,  !n 
the  fact  that  the  milk  was  healthy  and  nutritious  up  to  a  certain  period, 
which  was  within  twenty-four  or  thirty-six  hours  of  the  commencement 
of  the  "flow,"  when  it  qoiokly  changed  its  qualities,  and  became  pow- 
'  erfally  irritating  and  poisonous.  These  qualities  it  certainly  retained 
but  a  very  short  time,  perhaps  not  longer  than  until  the  "flow"  began, 
if  even  so  long,  as  the  convulsions  of  the  child  and  the  intestinal  irri- 
tation which  caused  them,  continued  but  a  short  time,  if  at  all,  after 
the  "flow"  was  established.  Indeed,  I  can  not  see  that  the  irritation 
in  either  attack  which  oame  under  my  notice,  continued  longer  than 
might  have  been  expected  as  the  effect  of  a  single  portion  of  irritant 
poison  taken  into  the  stomach.  That  the  milk  was  suddenly  changed 
from  a  nutrient  to  a  poison,  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  child  was  well 
nourished  to  a  certain  period,  when  it  became  as  suddenly  sick  as  though 
it  had  taken  arsenic,  or  almost  any  of  the  mineral  poisons.  That  this 
quality  of  the  milk  did  not  long  continue,  is  further  proved  by  the  fact 
that  the  child  nursed  often  during  his  sickness,  a  portion  of  which  was 
retained  in  the  stomach.  Repeated  doses  of  so  virulent  a  poison,  would 
certainly  have  destroyed  the  patient,  or  maintained  the  irritation  for  a 
longer  period.  Will  some  kind  chemist  tell  us  what  this  poison  was, 
and  by  what  process  it  was  formed  in  the  vital  laboratory? 
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CASE  OP  PERFORATION  OF  THE  INTESTINE  IN  TYPHOID 
FEVER— DEATH.  

BT  A.  a.  CBAIO,  U.  D.,  OBEHT,  ST. 

Cases  of  perforatioD  of  the  small,  and  occasioDsll;  of  the  large 
intoaline,  in  typhoid  ferer,  are  not  very  rare,  and  yet  not  of  as  fre- 
quent occurrence  as  some  writers  vronld  lead  us  to  beUeve.  I  have 
known  bnt  few  physicians  who  have  met  with  this  accident  in  their 
practice,  and  during  my  term  of  serriee  as  an  interne  of  the  Commei- 
«ial,  now  the  CinoiDttati  Hospital,  I  do  not  remember  to  have  soen  s 
single  case.  Of  two  hundred  and  five  fatal  cases  of  typhoid  fever  col- 
lected and  anslyied  by  Bristowe,  Mnrohison,  Lonis,  Pfenfer  of  Mnnich, 
together  with  the  records  of  the  London  Fever  Hospital,  perforation 
occurred  in  forty-three,  the  proportion  being  a  fraction  nnder  one- 
fifth.  The  following  brief  report  of  a  case,  occurring  in  my  practice, 
may  not  prove  uninteresting  to  the  readers  of  the  Journal: 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th  of  August,  1868,  I  was  called  in  aon- 
flultatioD  to  see  a  little  girl  whom  I  found  with  congestion  of  the  brain. 
The  case  terminated  fatally  on  the  following  day.  Her  little  brother, 
sged  about  ten  years,  had  typhoid  fever,  but  was  at  that  time,  eonva- 
lesoent,  tliongh  there  were  marked  tympanitos  and  great  tenderness 
«&  pressure  over  tbe  whole  abdomen.  I  was  requested  to  attend  the 
patient  until  he  had  entirely  recovered.  Hygienic  and  supporting 
measures,  such  as  fresh  air,  rice-water,  wine-whey,  beef-essence,  etc., 
together  with  small  doses  of  turpentine  emulsion,  formed  the  most 
important  part  of  the  treatment.  About  nine  o'clock,  on  the  evening 
of  the  30tb  of  Angost,  I  called  to  see  my  patient;  I  found  him  cheer- 
ftil,  disposed  to  talk,  and  seemed  to  be  doing  as  well  as  I  could  expect, 
ezocpt  there  was  enormous  distension  of  the  abdomen,  and  the  tender- 
ness on  pressure,  had  considerably  increased  since  the  day  previous. 
His  skin  was  moist;  pulse  103,  and  moderately  full;  breathing  tran- 
quil; tongue  moist,  and  gradually  cleaning;  some  appetite;  very  little 
thirst;  bowels  inclined  to  be  loose;  urine  scanty  and  high  colored; 
deeuhiiut  dorsal.  After  congratulating  the  parents  at  the  prospect  of  a 
Bpeedy  recovery,  I  took  my  departure.  At  two  o'clock  on  the  follow- 
ing morning,  I  was  summoned  to  the  bedside  of  my  patient.  I  found 
bim  in  a  state  of  collapse.  His  pulse  had  ceased  to  beat;  his  counte- 
nance had  assumed  a  ghastly,  bippocratio  aspect;  his  extremities  were 
oool,  and  the  whole  surface  was  bathed  in  clammy  sweat;  he  was  mori- 
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bund.  His  father  informed  me  that  at  abont  ten  o'clock  be  heard  a 
gurgling  in  the  bowels,  which  probably  was  caused  by  the  escape  of 
the  liquid  contents,  and  that  in  a  few  minutes  afterwards,  he  was  sud- 
denly seised  with  severe  pain  in  the  abdomen,  and  vomited  freely  and 
frequently.  His  pulse  soon  became  quick,  and  fluttering,  and  scarcely 
perceptible,  and  he  rapidly  sank  into  a  state  of  unconsciouaness.  Death 
took  place  at  daylight. 

The  practitioner  can  not  be  too  guarded  in  giving  an  opinion  as  to 
the  probable  termination  of  a  case  of  typhoid  fever.  Perforation 
occurs  oftener  in  the  mild  than  in  the  aggravated  cases  of  the  disease, 
and  the  severity  of  the  fever  does  not  correspond  with  the  amount  of 
the  intestinal  lesions.  After  perforation  has  taken  place,  the  case  is 
hopeless,  though  life  is  sometimes  prolonged  for  several  days. 


REPORT  OF  A  CASE  OF  STRANGULATED  HERNIA— OPE- 
RATION, AC.  

BY   J.  B.   WEI8T,   H.   D.,   BJCHHOND,    1M>. 

On  the  evening  of  September  22,  1868, 1  was  requested  to  see  Mr. 
R.  Lyon,  at  lifillville,  Henry  county,  Indiana,  who  was  said  to  have 
strangntafed  hernia. 

On  my  arrival,  about  midnight,  I  found  the  patient  to  be  a  thin, 
spare  man,  weighing  abont  one-hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds,  thir- 
ty-two years  of  age,  who  gave  me  the  following  history  of  his  case: 
"Have  had  a  small  inguinal  hernia  on  the  right  side  for  about  thirty 
years,  which  has  always  been  reducible  until  within  the  last  year.  The 
hernia  has  never  given  me  trouble,  and  I  have  never  worn  a  truss. 
Od  the  eighth  of  September,  I  fell  from  a  fence,  and  was  immediately 
afterward  seized  vrith  severe  pain  in  the  region  of  my  hernia.  On  ex- 
amination I  found  the  protrusion  greater  than  ever  before.  I  made  an 
effort  to  reduce  it,  but  failed  to  accomplish  reduction.  The  pain  grew 
rapidly  worse,  and  extended  over  the  entdre  abdomen:  I  sent  for  Dr. 
Guisinger,  who  gave  me  chloroform  and  tried  to  reduce  the  hernia,  with- 
oat  snccess.  He  then  gave  me  a  large  quantity  of  morphine,  from 
which  I  received  some  relief.  The  next  day  Dr.  Qnisinger  sent  for  Dr. 
Jones,  of  Anderson.  On  his  arrival,  they  gave  me  chloroform  again, 
and  bied  to  retoTD  the  bowel,  but  failed  aa  before.    Dr.  Onisinger  oon> 
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tinned  to  treat  me,  principally  with  opiates  and  fomentatione  to  the 
bowels,  until  yesterday,  when  I  came  on  the  ears — twenty-seven  miles 
— intending  to  go  to  Cincinnati  and  consult  Prof.  Blackman,  as  I  was 
convinced  that  nothing  Ehort  of  an  operation  would  give  me  relief;  but 
the  tenderness  and  pain  in  the  tumor  and  abdomen  became  so  great 
that  I  could  go  no  further.  I  walked  half  a  mile  to  the  depot,  and 
one-fourth  of  a  mile  from  the  cars  here.  While  Dr.  G-.  treated  me,  I 
bad  several  black  discharges  from  the  bowels  after  taking  salts.  Vom- 
ited a  great  deal  for  the  first  two  or  three  days  after  I  was  hurt,  and 
but  little  since,  until  I  came  here.  The  vomiting  has  not  been  so  bad 
to-day  as  it  was  soon  after  I  was  hurt.  Since  I  cama  home  no  physi- 
cian has  seen  me,  as  there  is  no  one  here  whom  I  could  trust  in  a  cose 
of  this  kind." 

The  patient  seemed  to  be  well  posted  on  the  subject  of  hernia,  and 
on  my  espressing  some  surprise  at  this,  he  informed  me  that  he  had  at 
one  time  studied  medicine. 

(The  above  is  the  only  history  obtainable  of  the  case  at  the  (Jme; 
but  some  ten  days  after,  I  received  from  Dr.  Quisinger  the  following 
letter  in  answer  to  one  of  inquiry  from  myself,  which  I  here  insert,  in 
order  to  render  more  complete  the  history  of  the  case  prior  to  the  time 
of  my  seeing  it) : 

Flobida,  Is'DIaha,  Ootobbb  2,  1868. 

Dr.  Weist — Sir:  I  received  jour  note  and  will  cheerfully  comply  wiUi 
your  request. 

"Or.  Lyon  came  to  this  settlement  on  September  8cb,  eat  an  over-gorge 
of  peacbes,  fell  off  the  fence  and  got  hurt  1  was  called  in  the  night  to  see 
him ;  found  htm  laboring  under  all  the  symptoms  of  strangulated  hernia.  Ha 
was  sufTering  with  a  feeling  of  strictare  across  the  bowels,  and  vary  sick, 
with  aUrooraceouB  vomiting,  complaining  more  of  his  bowels  than  any  case 
I  had  ever  seen  in  twenty  five  years' practice.  I  gave  him  a  heavy  portion 
of  morphine,  and  sent  for  my  chloroform.     After  the  messenger  returned,  I 

Ent  him  under  a  partial  influence,  and  made  use  of  the  taxis  to  reduce  the 
ernia.  After  working  with  him  about  two  hours,  using  all  the  precaution 
I  could,  the  bowel  gave  evidence  of  returning,  by  a  distinct  gurgling  uoiae 
at  two  different  times,  but  to  my  mortification,  there  appeared  to  be  a  some- 
thing in  the  sac  that  I  could  not  reduoa.  As  hii  vomitrng  subBided  and  be 
appeared  to  be  pretty  comfortable,  I  gave  him  an  opiate  and  left  him  until 
morning. 

In  the  morning,  I  found  him  pretty  comfortable.  Ha  had  slept  well 
through  the  nighl^  The  hernia  had  returned  as  large  as  when  I  first  saw 
him.  I  sent  for  Dr.  Jones,  of  Anderson.  Whan  he  came,  we  put  the  patient 
under  the  influence  of  chloroform,  and  reduced  the  hernia  as  before.  We 
both  concluded  from  his  symptoms,  that  the  strangulation  was  overcome,  and 
that  the  BBC  contained  old  adhesions  of  long  standing,  as  the  history  he  gave 
ns  was,  that  it  had  not  been  any  more  reduced  for  years.  We  ordered  an 
injection.  When  I  returned  on  the  morning  of  the  tenth,  1  found  him  in 
rather  a  precarious  condition.  He  had  slept  well  and  had  bis  rectum  un- 
loaded; but  he  bad  a  dry  skin  and  a  bad  piUse.    i  gave  him  calomel,  ipeoao 


iM,Coo<^lc 


CASE   OF  BTRANOULATED  HERNIA.  13 

and  opiam,  and  ordered  fomeatations.  When  I  saw  him  in  the  eTeniag,  he 
appeared  smart,  skin  moist,  palse  eighty-five,  and  no  pain  except  otst  the  ab- 
domen. I  ordered  seona  and  Baits,  which  moved  bis  bowels  four  times  dnrin;; 
the  night — each  time  freely — matter  very  dark  and  feoaL  I  continued  the 
treatment,  with  the  addition  of  quinine.  The  nest  day  when  I  called  to  see 
him,  he  had  got  np.  dressed  himself  and  was  out  of  doors.  After  reprimand- 
ing him  for  his  indiscretion,  I  left  him  medicine,  with  the  promise  of  Beeioe 
him  again  in  the  evening.  When  I  saw  bim  ia  the  eveniog:  he  appeared 
wocse  than  he  had  been  at  any  time.  His  bowels  became  tympanitic,  pulse  one 
hundred  and  filteen,  and  all  the  symptoms  of  peritonitis.  1  continued  the 
ealomel,  ipecac  and  opium,  with  fomentations,  until  the  eighteenth,  when  I 
dismissed  bim,  thinking  he  would  get  along  if  he  observed  the  proper  care; 
bnt  in  a  few  days  he  walked  to  the  station,  got  bis  ticket  and  left  for  home. 

"Thecase  is  avery  interesting  one.  When  I  dismissed  him,  he  appeared 
Teij  smart — slightly  under  the  inflnance  of  the  calomel — appetite  good  and 
was  cbeeifaL  1  have  no  donbt  but  that  the  adhesions  were  of  long  stand- 
ing. He  never  complained  of  any  soreness  of  the  sac.  Are  you  Dot  mis- 
taken in  regard  to  gaiigrene  of  the"  bowels?  Please  inform  me  of  the  result, 
et&  Very  respeotfiUIy,  J.  S.  QcisiKaEB." 

Od  examination  of  the  patient,  I  found  the  face  presenting  the 
hippocistic  aspect;  the  skin  moist;  toi^e  very  dry  and  shining;  pulse 
one  hundred  aud  thirty  and  very  small;  the  abdomen  tympanitic  and 
intolerant  of  pressure;  on  the  right  side  there  existed  a  hernial  pro- 
tusion,  extending  from  opposite  the  internal  abdominal  ring,  into  the 
upper  part  of  the  scrotum,  of  abont  four  inches  in  length  by  two  inches 
in  width  at  the  widest  part;  just  below  the  middle  of  the  swelling  was 
a  slight  depression,  about  half  an  inch  in  width,  extending  transversely 
over  it;  at  the  upper  end  of  the  tumor,  percussion  elicited  a  tympan- 
itic sound — elsewhere,  the  sound  was  dull;  everywhere^ except  at  tfao 
upper  portion,  the  swelling  had  a  feeling  of  solidity,  such  as  I  have 
never  before  met  with  in  a  case  of  hernia — this  was  particularly  marked, 
at  and  below  the  depression  above  described;  the  entire  tumor  was 
very  tender;  during  the  preceding  twelve  hours,  there  had  been  some 
stereoroceons  matter  ejeoted  from  the  stomach — this,  however,  had 
not  been  a  marked  symptom;  bowels  had  not  been  opened  since  his 
return  home. 

This  examination  satisfied  me  that  strangulation  of  the  bowel  ex- 
isted, and  that  there  was  present,  adhesion  of  the  bowel  to  the  sac,  of 
such  character  as  to  render  a  return  of  the  bowel  within  the  abdom- 
inal cavity  by  the  taxis,  impossible,  even  were  it  advisable  to  do  so. 
Tet,  it  was  clearly  evident  that  death  was  impending,  and  that  if  any- 
thing was  nndertaken  for  the  relief  the  patient,  it  must  not  be  delayed. 

The  patient  and  his  friends  were  informed  of  the  difficulties  in  the 
case,  and  that  an  operation  gave  him  the  only  chance  for  his  life,  and 
that  the  result  of  even  this  was  donbtiul;  that  at  best  it  would  likely 
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entail  on  bim  the  inconvenience  of  an  inteetinal  fistnls,  foi  &  time  at 
leaet.  After  hearing  my  statements,  both  patient  and  friends  decided 
that  the  operation  shoald  he  done.  The  patient  had  previously  decided, 
that  witlioat  an  operation,  he  most  die. 

Ad  operation  having  been  determined  on,  a  new  difficulty  presented. 
The  only  physicians  in  the  town  were  two  young  irregulars.  The  pa* 
tient  at  once  vetoed  the  sn^estion  of  bis  friends  that  they  be  sent  for 
to  assist.  I,  of  course,  heartily  endorsed  bis  decision.  The  nearest 
regular  physicians  were  six  miles  distant — the  night  was  very  dark  and 
the  roads  bad.  To  send,  therefore,  for  them,  would  cause  a  delay  that 
I  felt  might  be  fatal  to  my  patient.  80,  in  compliance  with  my  own 
sense  of  duty,  and  the  urgent  desire  of  patient  and  friends,  I  deter- 
mined to  proceed  at  onee  with  the  operation. 

Selecting  three  assistants  from  the  persons  present,  the  room  was 
cleared,  a  table  prepared  and  three  or  four  kerosene  lamps  lighted.  It 
was  now  two  o'clock  in  the  morning.  It  is  needless,  perhaps,  to  say 
that  I  duly  appreciated  the  responsibility  of  my  position. 

The  patient  was  placed  on  the  table  and  the  parts  shaved,  after 
which,  I  administered  chloroform.  When  well  under  the  influence,  the 
ansssthetic  was  entrusted  to  my  most  intelligent  assistant. 

The  operation  was  performed  in  the  nsnal  manner.  After  the  skin 
was  divided,  the  coverings  were  carefully  raised,  one  after  the  other, 
and  divided  on  the  director.  Six  or  seven  layers  were  thus  raised  and 
divided.  The  sac  was  opened  to  the  extent  of  abont  an  inch  in  its 
upper  portion.  An  examination  of  the  parta  now  disclosed  that  a 
small  portion  of  the  anterior  surface  of  the  bowel  at  this  point,  was 
gangrenous;  the.  stricture  was  found  to  be  at  the  internal  ring;  this 
was  divided  in  the  usual  way  withont  difficulty.  An  exploration  of  the 
interior  of  the  sac  was  then  made  with  the  finger.  This  examination 
was  scarcely  commenced,  when  the  bowel  gave  way  at  the  gangrenous 
portion,  permitting  the  escape  of,  at  first,  a  small  amount  of  gas,  then 
of  about  half  a  pint  of  matter,  looking  precisely  like  pus,  and  without 
ftacal  odor;  after  this,  some  ftecal  matter,  having  a  dark  color  and  a  most 
villainons  smell,  escaped.  Further  examination  made  evident  the  fact, 
that  from  a  point  just  below  the  opening  in  the  sao,  sac  and  bowel  were 
everywhere  adherent.  The  adhesions  could  be  easily  broken  up  down 
to  a  point  corresponding  te  the  constriction  noticed  on  the  exterior  of  the 
swelling.  At  this  point  they  were  so  firm  that  they  could  not  be  broken 
up  without  endangering  the  integrity  of  the  bowel,  oonseqnently  they 
wc^  not  interfered  with.     The  opening  in  the  bowel  was  now  enlarged 
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by  picking  away  its  Boflened  Btractore  with  the  thiunb  and  finger.  The 
finger  was  then  inserted  into  the  bowel  and  passed  down  to  the  point 
of  constmction,  in  order  to  determine  if  its  caliber  at  that  point  was 
serionEly  encroached  upon — this  was  found  not  to  be  the  case.  The 
Soger  was  next  passed  into  the  npper  portion  of  the  bowel  as  far  as 
die  internal  ring,  in  order  to  assure  myself  that  the  stricture  had  been 
snffioientl;  divided.    No  omentam  was  detected  in  the  sac. 

Not  more  than  half  an  ounce  of  blood  was  lost  during  the  opera- 
tiOD.  This  small  amount  oame  almost  entirely  from  the  divided  super- 
ficial external  pudii:  artery.  The  bleeding  was  euily  arrested  by 
torsion. 

The  opening  in  the  intestine  being  in  direct  reladon  with  the  ex- 
ternal wound,  there  was  no  occasion  for  the  use  of  sutures  to  retain  it 
in  proper  position.  Two  silvet  sutures  were  placed  in  the  lower  angle 
of  Uie  wound  and  one  in  the  upper,  leaving  between  tbem  an  open, 
external  wound,  about  an  inch  and  a  half  in  length. 

The  parts  having  been  cleansed,  the  patient  was  removed  to  bed, 
having  a  better  pulse  than  at  the  beginning  of  the  operation.  The 
operation  lasted  about  twenty-five  minutes. 

As  soon  as  the  patient  recovered  from  the  effects  of  the  chloroform 
— which  he  did  promptly — half  a  grain  of  morphine  and  an  onnce  of 
whiskey  were  administered.  As  soon  as  oonacionenesB  was  fully  re- 
stored, he  stated  that  he  felt  greatly  relieved,  and  that  he  now  believed 
that  he  would  get  well. 

I  left  him  at  half-past  five  in  the  morning,  resting  comfortably,  pre- 
viously giving  some  direetions  for  the  relief  of  a  bad  sore  that  had  formed 
over  the  sacrum,  and  ordering  a  quarter  of  a  grain  of  morphine  to  be 
given  every  two  hours,  in  case  he  suffered  much  pain,  and  simple  water 
dresBing  to  the  wound. 

On  visiting  my  patient  at  two  o'clock  the  next  morning,  I  found 
that  he  had  rested  pretty  well  since  I  left  him;  the  portions  of  the 
morphine  had  been  given,  some  nourishment  had  been  taken  during  the 
day;  abdomen  but  little  distended,  and  much  less  tender  than  before 
the  operation;  wound  looking  well;  but  little  feecal  matter  had  passed 
the  wound ;  the  bladder  had  been  emptied  naturally.  At  three  o'clock 
on  the  preceding  day^-^elve  hours  after  the  operation — flatus  and 
fecal  matter  had  passed  by  the  natural  channel.  At  half-past  five 
o'clock  in  the  morning  the  skin  was  moist,  pulse  eighty,  tongue  moist. 
Left  the  same  directions  as  before. 

At  two  o'clock,  Saturday  morning,  September  26th,  visited  patii^it 
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again;  fonnd  him  compaTatively  comfortable;  there  had  been  but 
little  pain  since  my  last  visit;  no  distension  of  abdomen;  pulse  nine- 
tj;  tongue  dry,  but  was  informed  this  dryness  was  only  present  be- 
tween ten  and  three  o'clock  each  night;  fistaa  and  fiecal  matter  had 
passed  at  intervals  throagh  wound,  but  an  equal  quantity  had  passed  by 
the  natural  passage;  the  portions  of  the  wound  brought  together  had 
united;  the  remainder  showed  healthy  suppuration.  Left  quinine  to 
be  administered  (grs.  xv  within  twenty-four  hours)  and  ordered  light, 
yet  nourishing  diet. 

At  one  oclock  p.  m.,  Tuesday  morning,  September  29th,  saw  patient 
again,  and  found  him  doing  well;  there  had  been  but  IJttle  pain  since 
last  yisit;  bowels  had  been  freely  moved  on  Saturday;  but  little  fiecal 
matter  had  passed  by  the  wound  since  Saturday;  pulse  eighty-five ^ 
tongue  moist,  but  red ;  no  distension  oi  tenderness  of  abdomen;  tumor 
free  from  tendernesB;  wound  showed  healthy  granalationa.  Left  no 
medicine.  ■ 

On  the  second  of  October,  I  learned  by  letter  that  my  patient  "was 
getting  better  fast,  that  his  wound  did  not  discharge  much,"  and  that 
he  had  that  day  been  removed  to  the  poor-houae  at  New  Castle,  a  dis- 
tance of  some  seven  miles. 

A  few  days  later  I  wrote  to  Dr.  Ferris  of  New  Castle,  requesting 
him  to  visit  the  patient  and  report  to  me  his  condition.  In  reply,  I 
received  a  letter  from  Dr.  F.,  dated  October  6,  from  which  I  make  the 
following  extracts: 

"I  visited  Dr.  Lyon  to-daj,  in  company  with  Dr.  Reed,  the  attending 
physician  of  the  poor-house.  Your  patient  is  doing  remarkably  well  up  to 
tfaia  time,  in  every  respect;  his  pulse  eighty-sis,  full  and  soft;  tongue  red 
andsmooth,  but  not  dry;  skin  good  condition;  artificial  anus  healed,  and  the 
wound  ia  looking  well;  be  bad  two  operations  by  the  natural  anus  lust  night 
— they  caused  considerable  pain,  sicsnesB  of  stomach,  and  some  prostration, 
but  he  is  now  feeling  quite  oomfortable;  we  ordered  morphine  or  opium  in 
sufficient  quantity  to  keep  his  bowels  qaiet  fot  four  or  five  days;  ^o  cold 
water  dressing  to  be  continued;  light,  yet  nourishing  diet  prescribed;  be 
manifested  much  gratitude  for  your  kindness  and  skill  in  his  behalf,  and 
directed  me  to  say  that  he  will  visit  joa  as  soon  as  he  is  able.  I  am  informed 
that  his  money  failed  and  that  be  had  to  be  shipped  to  the  poor-bonse.  He 
will  receive  good  narsiug,"  etc. 

Under  date  of  October  17,  Dr.  Ferris  again  writes: 

"Forthreedays,  October  5,  6an<i7,  therewas  neither  gas  nor  fiscal  mat- 
ter ps«sing  through  the  wound,  and  to  all  appearances,  union  had  taken  place, 
for  during  this  time  he  had  two  or  three  large  evacuations  of  fraoal  matter 
from  the  tjowels,  by  the  anus;  also,  discharged  gas  freely  by  anus,  but  no 
BVmptoms  of  any  discharge  through  the  wound  from  the  liowel.  October  8, 
the  superintendent  of  the  poor-house  informed  me  that  he  ate  very  freely  of 
rice,  crackers,  Ac ;  thisseemcdto  fill  up  the  stomach  and  bowels,  and  caused 
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two  or  threa  ahine  dieohaT^es:  that  the  p&tient  beoama  impntieiit  be- 
«ftuia  h«  tbonght  he  wu  not  waited  od  aa  aonatantlj  a«  he  desired;  woald 
aoTe  himself  aboat  on  the  bed  and  help  himself  over  the  ohamber,  and  that 
dnriae  these  nnnecBBsaiy  and  impradent  exertions  on  bis  part,  the  new 
adhesions  gave  way,  and  some  fajcal  matter  and  gas  passed  from  the  bowel 
through  the  wonnd.  The  patient  and  Dr.  Reed,  the  attendiDfc  physician,  are 
both  of  Ae  opinioD  that  adhesion  bad  taken  place,  and  that  Uiis  was  broken 
up  bf  nndae  exertion.  Since  that  time,  a  small  amount  or  eicremeatitioaa 
matter  baa  escaped  from  the  wound,  at  eadh  atooL  In  other  resp«ctB,  he  is 
doing  remarkablj  well." 

Nothing  more  waa  heard  from  the  patient  until  November  25,  when 
te  presented  himself  at  my  office,  well.  He  reported  that  the  fistula 
closed  soon  after  the  date  of  Dr.  F.b'  letter,  bnt  opened  twice  afterward, 
under  circumstances  similar  to  those  narrated  by  Dr.  F.  above,  permit- 
ing  the  escape  of  a  small  amount  of  fiecal  matter,  hut  that  since  five 
weeks  it  has  remained  closed;  during  which  time  the  stools  have  been 
passed  regularly,  and  during  that  time  no  soreness  or  pain  in  the  abdo- 
men has  existed.  On  examination,  a  short,  firmly  contracted  and  de- 
pressed cicatrix  was  found  marking  the  point  of  operation.  Just  below 
this  cicatrix,  and  in  the  upper  part  of  the  scrotum  was  found  a  hard 
globular  swelling  about  three-fourths  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  in  all 
probability  consisting  of  the  remains  of  the  fold  of  intestine  found  in 
the  sac  at  the  time  of  the  operation.  There  was  no  evidence  that  this 
communicated  with  the  intestine  within  the  abdomen.  The  patient's 
general  health  was  excellent. 

The  many  points  of  interest  connected  with  this  case,  render  it 
worthy,  in  my  opinion,  of  the  detailed  report  here  given.  The  princi- 
pal of  these  points  are  found — in  the  history  of  the  case  before  falling 
into  my  hands,  in  the  difficulties  met  with  in  the  operation,  and  in  its 
progress  sinee,  sod  especially,  in  the  early  closure  of  the  intestinal  fis- 
tula, and  the  present  condition  of  the  parts;  but  I  forbear  aomment- 
ing  on  them. 


PULSATION    IN   THE    THORACIC   WALLS,   AND   AOETIC 
ANEURISM.  

BY  DR.  WU.   CABSON, 
Pkjrilclaii  (a  tfaa  Good  Bimiritaii  Hotpltal,  <nnclBuU. 

As  the  diagnosis  of  aneurism  and  pulsating  tumors  is  confessedly 
difficult  in  many  instances,  we  give  the  following  case  bearing  on  the 
sabject: 
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Jfunes  Hopnood  was  admitted  into  tfae  Good  Bamaritan  HospitBil  oa  De- 
cember Slat,  1867;  a  natiTe  of  Ohio,  ased  twentT-aeien .years,  five  feet  ten 
inobeB  in  height;  weighs  now  one  hundred  and  fifty  poUDda,  aii  weelu  ago 
weighed  one  hundred  and  aeTsntj-Bii  pounda;  laborer  eiDoe  ten  jeara  of 
age;  had  led  a  wandering  life  and  waareDently  adeck  hand  on  a  steamboat; 
father  and  mother  liTiDg;  two  brothers  and  two  aiaters  had  died'~one  brother 
of  dysentery — causes  of  death  of  remainder  unknown  to  him;  patient  bad 
typhoid  fever  when  sixteen  or  seventeen  years  of  age.  and  rhoumatism  be- 
tween two  and  three  yean  ago  in  ankles  and  knees;  bad  no  pain  or  evidence, 
so  far  as  he  knows,  of  cardiac  trouble  at  that  time ;  the  ordinary  state  of  his 
functions  waa  good  up  to  the  date  of  bis  present  illness;  appetite  good;  bow- 
ela  regular;  no  oough,  no  headache,  Sea. 

His  account  of  his  present  illness  was,  that  six  veeka  ago  he  h&d 
"taken  cold,"  had  aching  in  his  bones,  headache  and  fever.  Three 
weeks  ago  he  got  wet  at  work,  and  was  taken  with  pain  in  his  light 
side,  severe  enough  to  prevent  full  inspiration  about  the  nipple;  cough 
dry  at  first,  and  then  with  a  slight  expectoration ;  also,  has  headache. 

His  condition,  at  our  first  examination,  was  as  follows:  Is  thin  and 
sallow;  sits  bent,  usually,  with  an  expression  of  discomfort  in  respira- 
tion; right  pupil  larger  than  the  left;  pain  in  the  track  of  the  fifth 
pair  of  nerves  on  the  right  side  of  the  temple  and  nose,  which  be  says 
is  almost  constant;  digestive  organs  healthy,  with  a  fair  appetite;  pulse 
one  hundred;  right  radial  pulse  weaker  than  the  left;  systolic  murmur 
very  loud  at  the  base  of  the  heart,  and  transmitted  along  the  carotids 
— very  distisct  throughout  the  right  infra-claTieular  region,  diminish- 
ing towards  the  apex;  the  murmur  was  loudest  at  the  third  intercostal 
spaoe  and  adjoining  the  right  border  of  the  sternum,  where  were  per- 
oeptible  a  decided  pulsation,  of  an  inch  and  a  half  or  two  inches  id 
extent,  and  also  a  thrill  on  palpation ;  two  sounds  were  audible  at  the 
point  of  pulsation;  the  second  sound  was  somewhat  obscured  at  the 
base,  but  clear  at  the  apex ;  the  apex  beat  was  below  the  sixth  rih, 
though  it  was  by  no  means  strong,  dot  was  there  any  unusual  heaving 
impulse;  we  could  not  detect  any  difference  in  time  between  pulsation 
at  apex  and  the  aneurismal  thrill,  nor  between  the  radihl  pulse  and  it. 
After  several  examinations  with  reference  to  the  point,  we  thought  we 
oould  discover  that  from  the  point  of  pulsation  and  thrill,  towards  the 
apex  beat,  there  was  a  space  where  the  intensity  of  the  sound  was  di- 
minished, followed  by  an  increase  as  we  carried  our  stethoscope  towards 
the  apex  beat;  a  condition  which  encouraged  the  idea  of  two  centres 
of  pulsation. 

Percussion  over  the  right  iniVa -clavicular  and  upper  part  of  superior 
mammary  regions,  was  decidedly  dull;  respiration  thirty-two,  auscul- 
tation showed  feeble  tespiratiou,  but  generally  in  the  infra -clavicular 
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region,  harsh  rather  than  bronchial  at  a  few  pointa.  Once  or  twice 
there  was  heard  a  slight  creaking  sound;  slight  sinking  under  right 
clavicle.  i 

January  10. — General  condition  and  the  thoracic  symptoms  much 
the  same ;  has  had  a  hemorrhage  from  the  lungs,-  amounting  to  a  half 
pint  of  pare  numixed  blood;  rather  more  cough;  still  speaks  of  pain 
on  right  side  of  face;  in  about  half  of  f^qnent  examinations  of  the 
radial  pnlses,  there  was  no  difference  perceptible ;  the  inequality  of  the 
pupils  remains  more  constantly  than  the  inequality  of  the  radial  puls- 
ations; the  pulsation  and  thrill  in  the  intercostal  space,  are  as  when  he 
entered  the  hospital. 

January  20. — Has  had  another  hoemoptysis,  but  much  smaller  than 
the  first;  his  sputa  are  still  tinged;  site  very  much  bent,  and  respira- 
tion dif&oult;  appetite  good ;  sleeps  tolerably  well. 

Subsequently  to  this,  the  progress  of  the  case  was  marked  by 
nothing  onosual,  until  a  month  before  his  death,  when  evidences  of 
disorganisation  of  the  right  lung  supervened  in  increased  cough  and 
expectoration,  and  physical  signs  of  second  stage  of  turberculisation. 
Bight  days  before  his  death,  the  pulsation  in  the  intercostal  space  wai 
not  visible,  a  change  which  we  attributed  to  the  formation  of  a  cavity 
in  the  right  long,  and  consequent  recession  of  the  pulsation  from  Its 
superficial  position.  For  five  days  he  was  unable  to  lie  down,  and  fre- 
rfueutly  during  that  time,  he  had  a  peculiar  laryngeal  spasm.  He  died 
March  23d.    Autopsy  nineteen  hours  after  death.* 

Deceased  was  pretty  well  developed  physically,  but  had  become 
nomewhat  emaciated. 

Nothing  abnormal  in  external  appearance  of  thorax  and  abdomen. 

On  opening  the  abdominal  cavity,  a  singular  derangement  in  the 
position  of  the  colon  was  disclosed:  the  transverse  colon  running  per- 
pendicularly in  the  mesial  line  to  within  three  inches  of  the  pubes. 

Stomach — Epithelium  normal,  except  in  some  places  where  the  coa- 
ical  appearance,  known  as  mammillated,  was  found;  some  degree  of 
venous  congestion  in  the  sub-mucons  coat  at  the  lower  part  of  the 
greater  curvature. 

Liver — Enlarged,  and  old  peritoneal  adhesions  were  found  ou  left 
lobe;  its  capsule  was  easily  detached,  and  its  substance  presented  a 
very  granular  appearance. 

5p£een— Splenic  pulp  rather  paler  and  slightly  firmer  than  normal; 
malpighian  bodies  were  visible  upon  close  inspection;  numerous  old 
adhesions  also  found. 


•Bj  Plot.  Buiholsw. 
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Kidney — ^Pale  in  color ;  cortical  portion  in  a  more  than  normal  pro- 
portion. 

Lmigf — One  large  abscess  foand  in  superior  lobe  of  the  right  lung 
and  nnmarouB  smaller  abscesses  scattered  thonghout  the  palmonary 
tisane. 

Heart  and  Aorta — Ascending  aorta  distended  into  a  pouch-like 
form,  with  walls  very  thin  and  distensible ;  aortic  orifice  mnch  narrowed, 
its  valves  incompetent  and  calcareous  deposits  upon  them}  calcareous 
depoaita  also  on  the  posterior  segment  of  the  mitral  valve;  semilunar 
valves  of  the  pulmonary  artery  competent  and  no  deposit  upon  themj 
tricuspid  valves  not  competent;  orifice  excessive  in  size;  no  calcareous 
deposit  on  valves;  a  mass  of  enlarged  bronchial  glands  was  found  be- 
hind the  aorta  and  pressing  against  the  posterior  part  of  the  ascend- 
ing portion. 

Brain — Some  fluid  efiusions  found  in  the  sub-arachnoid  space;  so- 
perficial  veins  of  the  brain  all  congested  and  full  of  blood,  whioh  con- 
dition arose  fVom  the  obstruction  to  the  return  of  the  vonoua  blood. 

Our  diagnosfs  was  aortic  aneurism  for  the  following  reasons :  There 
was  a  co-existence  of,  Firtl — Pulsation  and  thrill  at  third  intercostal 
space,  though  without  any  projecting  tumor.  The  murmur  was  nnusu- 
allj  loud  and  rough  at  that  point,  and  very  distinct  over  right  infra-cla- 
vicular region.  Second — Feeble  respiration  throughout  the  summit  of 
right  lung,  and  dullness,  whioh  we  supposed  might  be  due  to  pressure. 
Third — Inequality  in  radial  pulses  and  in  the  pupils,  was  often  ob- 
served. Fourth — Hemorrhages  at  diflferent  times,  which  are  accompa- 
niments of  aortic  aneurism,  where  communication  with  the  bronchi  has 
taken  place.  Fifth — Generally  dyspn<Ea — not  paroxysmal,  however — 
but  towards  the  last,  the  peculiar  spasmodic  breathing  alluded  to  above. 
Sixth — The  pain  in  the  temple  and  face,  referable  as  we  thought,  to  an 
indirect  implication  of  the  fifth.  Seventh — The  recognition  of  two 
centres  of  pulsation,  as  there  seemed  to  be  between  the  apex  beat  of 
the  heart  and  the  abnormal  pulsation  to  the  right  of  the  storaum,  a 
minimum  point  to  the  right  and  left  of  which  the  murmur  increased. 

The  post-mortum  explained  most  of  these  points,  as  follows: 

The  pulsation  was  from  an  unusually  superficial  right  auricle — an 
illustration,  we  think,  of  Dr.  Gairdner's  view,  that  when  the  right  aide 
of  the  heart  is  enlarged  it  becomes  more  superficial  and  the  apex  beat 
less  distinct.  The  unusual  murmur  was  at  and  near  the  aortic  orifice, 
from  the  calcareous  deposit  upon  the  valves  and  the  obstruction  pro- 
duced by  the  mass  of  enlarged  glands,  pressing  against  the  aorta  and 
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turning  the  blood  curreal  Btill  more  towards  the  anterior  part  of  the 
aorta,  where  there  waa  some  thinning  of  the  wall,  but  no  aneurism. 
The  inequalitj  of  radial  pulses  and  the  pnpils,  is  not  explained  by  our 
examination.  The  feeble  respiration  was  owing  to  tubercular  depos- 
its, and  not  aneurismal  pressure.  The  hemorrhages  were  owing  to 
the  same  causes,  and  probably  also  to  the  heart  difficulty.  The  dysp- 
u<Ba  mnst  have  had  the  same  origin,  unless  the  peculiar  laryngeal 
spasm  during  the  last  week,  originated  from  an  implication  of  the  re- 
current laryngeal  nerve  in  the  enlarged  mass  behind  the  aorta.  Possi' 
bly  the  pain  in  the  temple  and  face  originated  in  the  same  way,  though 
our  examination  was  not  extended  to  that  point.  The  post-mortem 
showed  that  there  were  not  two  centres  of  pnlsation — the  absolute  cer- 
tainty of  which  is  one  of,  if  not  the  beat,  of  the  evidences  of  aortic 
aneurism  in  the  thorax.  The  disappearance  of  the  pulsation,  was 
probably  due  to  the  formation  of  the  large  cavity  in  the  right  lung,  by 
which  a  recession  of  the  auricle  was  allowed. 

This  case  is  an  unusual  one,  and  we  have  not  found  any  precisely 
like  it.  We  here  give,  however,  an  abstract  of  two  cases,  involving 
points  that  arose  in  our  case: 

The  first  is  reported  in  Med.  Chir.  Tramac,  vol.  xl,  page  167.* 
The  patient  had,  for  many  years,  shown  evidences  of  organic  dis- 
ease of  the  heart  in  secondary  troubles  of  circulation  and  respiration. 
When  Dr.  Markham  saw  the  patient,  it  waa  within  a  few  days  of  his 
death.  "  The  heart  was  felt  beating,  with  an  extensive  heaving  impulse, 
quite  in  the  left  lateral  region  of  the  thorax;  it  was  also  felt  over  the 
whole  precordial  region,  but  indistinctly  near  the  sternum."  "At  a 
point  about  an  inch  and  a  half  or  two  inches  from  the  right  edge  of  the 
sternum,  and  in  the  fifth  intercostal  space,  a  pulsation  waa  observed, 
synchronous  with  the  ventricular  systole.  This  pulsation  was  visible 
along  a  space  about  three-quarters  of  an  inch ;  it  communicated  a  strong 
thrill  to  the  finger  placed  upon  it,  and  likewise  forcibly  raised  the  fin- 
ger. The  stethoscope,  placed  over  it,  transmitted  to  the  car,  a  loud, 
prolonged,  rough  murmur.  There  was  also  observed  a  load  bruit  over 
the  whole  precordial  region ;  and  a  slight  impulse  of  the  heart  was  per- 
ceptible at  the  epigastrium.  It  was  evident  that  there  was  great  enlarge- 
ment of  the  heart,  and  valvular  disease.  The  character  of  the  pulsa- 
tion, and  of  the  thrill,  and  of  the  bruit  which  accompanied  it,  naturally 
at  once  suggested  the  idea  of  its  being  aneurismal ;  but  then,  bow  could 
the  existence  of  an  aneurism  at  such  a  point,  be  explained?"     "On  the 
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Other  Land,  that  the  pulsation  had  no  origin  from  any  part  of  the  heart 
itself,  seemed  clearly  indicated  from  the  position  of  that  organ,  which 
as  described,  was  felt  beating  quite  in  the  left  lateral  region  of  the 
thorax,  and  by  the  fact,  also,  of  the  clear  percussion  sound  over  the 
sternum.  This  consideration  led  me  to  the  concluuioD  very  guardedly 
expressed,  that  the  pulsation  was  aaeurismal. 

The  autopsy  showed  enormous  dilatation  of  the  auricles.  "The 
right  auricle  reached  far  away  to  the  right  of  the  sternum,  and  occu- 
pied that  portion  of  the  thorax,  beneath  the  parietes,  where  the  pulsa- 
tion had  been  felt.  Hence,  it  became  manifest,  that  the  pulsation,  the 
thrill  and  the  loud  prolonged  bruit,  took  their  origin  from  the  right 
auricle."     There  was  disease  of  the  mitral  and  aortic  valves. 

The  questioQ  came  up  in  my  own  case,  could  such  a  pulsation  and 
thrill  come'  from  the  right  auricle?  Dr.  Markam  attributes  them,  in 
his  case,  "to  the  accoout  of  the  blood  rushing  into  the  auricle  from 
the  yenie  cavse,  during  its  diastole,"  aod  he  suggests  "that  the  mur- 
mur and  the  thrill  arose  from  the  fact  of  clots  of  fibrin  having  been 
formed  in  the  auricle  at  the  time  I  saw  the  patient,  which  clots  were 
thrown  into  vibration  by  the  blood  Sowing  into  the  auricle  from  the 
venie  cavEe."  This  explanation  would  not  apply  to  our  case,  becaiuc  it 
was  continuous  for  months,  and  we  have  another  of  the  murmur  in  the 
existence  of  aortic  valvular  disease  and  pressure  upon  the  blood  current 
by  the  enlarged  glands. 

The  second  case  is  one  given  by  Dr.  Fuller,*  of  a  woman,  aged 
forty-eight,  complaining  of  dropsy,  dyspntsa,  palpitation  and  sickness. 
"  She  was  complaining  of  pain  and  pulsation,  referred  to  the  upper  part 
of  the  stomach,  and  to  a  spot  just  to  the  right  of  the  sternum,  between 
the  second  and  third  ribs.  Distinct  pulsation  could  be  felt  in  that 
situation  and  there  was  an  imperfectly  defined  tumor,  "Taking  the 
murmur  in  connection  with  the  dullness  on  percussion,  the  distinot  and 
to  some  extent  circumscribed  pulsation  between  the  second  and  third 
ribs  to  the  right  of  the  sternum,  and  the  obviously  obstructed  cardiac 
circulation,  all  who  saw  her  inferred  the  presence  of  an  aneurismal  tu- 
mor." Post-mortem  showed  a  mass  of  malignant  disease.  This  mass 
was  pressing  in  some  measure  on  the  heart  itself,  and  also  on  the  large 
vessels ;  and  while  this  pressure  produced  alteration  in  the  form  of  the 
aorta,  which,  weighed  by  abundant  atheromatous  deposits,  gave  rise 
to  the  murmur  so  distinctly  beard,  pulsation  was  communicated  to  the 
malignant  mass  and  thus  was  felt  to  the  right  of  the  sternum."     This 
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was  not  a  case  of  puIsatioD  of  the  right  auricle,  simulating  a 

bnt  a  loud  murmur  was  produced  by  pressure  of  a  tumor  upoD  the 

torta,  thus  teudiug  to  coDfirm  the  impresaion  of  an  aneuriam. 

We  may  here  state  a  remarkable  instance  of  an  aortic  aneurism, 
pulsating  in  the  fifth  intercostal  spaoe.  It  occurred  in  the  practice  of 
Dr.  Bright,  at  Guy's  Hospital.  Dr.  Slbsou,  who  makes  mention  of  it, 
remarks  that  it  is  the  only  instance,  out  of  five  hundred  cases,  that  he 
has  met  with. 


CLINICAL  LECTTJKE  ON  A  CASE  OF  DEATH  FROM  CHLO- 
ROPORM. 


It  is  customary  to  divide  chloroform- narcosis  iuto  certain  stages, 
but  these,  both  in  regard  to  the  mode  and  the  rapidity  of  their  sequence, 
Tary  much  in  different  individuals.  In  the  first  stage,  the  patients  are 
usually  thrown  into  a  state  of  excitement,  which  chiefiy  influences  the 
psychical  and  motory  spheres,  for  I  know  of  no  case  in  which  exoite- 
ment  of  the  seositive  nerves  trough  chloroform,  has  produced  hyper- 
sestbesia.  In  only  qnite  exceptional  cases  are  the  nerves  of  the  Bouses 
abnormally  excited,  and  sultjective  personations  induced.  Commonly, 
the  motory  stimulation  is  bo  combined  with  the  psychical,  that  mental 
images  are  conjured  up,  in  consequence  of  which,  the  individuals  con- 
ceive the  idea  that  they  are  fettered  or  impeded  in  their  actions,  and 
ezecnt«  movements  for  their  liberation.  The  physical  stimulus  exhib- 
its itself  in  various  ways  in  different  individuals,  just  as  drunkenness 
will  render  one  man  quarrelsome  or  violent,  another  loving  and  maud- 
lin, and  a  third  melancholic.  Purely  individual  conditions  thus  exert 
peat  influence.  The  motory  effects,  nesides  the  struggles  due  to  psych- 
ical influence,  are  chiefly  of  a  spasmodic  character,  exhibiting  them- 
Belves  in  convulsive  movements  of  the  muscles  of  the  extremities,  and 
especially  of  the  muscles  of  deglutition  and  mastication. 

Ansestbesia  commences  in  this  stage,  but  the  patients  are  usually 
restless,  and  sometimes  so  unmanageable  as  to  require  to  be  restrained 
by  three  or  fottr  men,  so  that  any  of  the  more  delicate  operations  could 
not  be  undertaken.  When  I  inhale  chloroform  myself,  I  am  sensible 
at  this  stage,  of  a  tremendous  feeling  of  internal  reatlessneBs,  vibration 
and  beating  at  the  fingers'  ends,  and  of  an  overpowering  sense  of  the 
loss  of  all  capacity  of  will  or  action.  So  little  tractable  are  most  pa- 
tients in  this  stage,  that  we  have  to  carry  them  into  the  next — that  of 
tolerance.  The  convulsions  cease,  and  there  ia  muscular  quietude.  The 
mental  disturbances  continue,  but  they  have  lost  their  connection  with 
the  motory  apparatus.     The  condition  of  dreaming  is  set  up,  and,  just 
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like  in  sleep,  when  the  oarcosis  is  slight,  vivaclouH  images  are  attended 
by  movements;  when  this  is  deep,  all  epootaneous  motion  ceases.  ThU 
condition  of  deep  sleep  is  the  moat  favorable  one  for  operations,  and 
the  one  we  seek  to  maiutaiu. 

To  this,  succeeds  iht  paralytic  stage,  in  which  all  traces  of  the  power 
of  movement  have  ceased;  for  while  daring  the  stage  of  toleraaee,  reflex 
movements  are  not  infrequently  met  with,  now  there  is  absolute  rest. 
Only  breathing  and  the  heart's  pulsation  continue,  and  if  the  narcosis- 
be  too  prolonged,  even  these  will  become  paralyzed.  The  possibility 
of  making  a  practical  use  of  chloroform,  depends  entirely  upon  the  fact 
that  the  muscles  of  the  extremities  and  of  the  trunk  are  first,  and  those 
of  the  heart  and  respiration  last  paralyzed.  This  paralytic  stage  Is 
seldom  resorted  to  for  therapeutical  purposes,  and  it  is  so  chiefly  for 
the  reduction  of  old  dislocations  or  toe  rupture  of  anchyloses.  Be- 
tween this  paralytic  stage  and  paralysis  of  the  heart,  there  is,  however, 
always  a  large  interval,  the  passage  of  the  one  into  the  other  not  usu- 
ally taking  place  suddenly.  The  cessation  of  respiratory  activity,  is 
announced  flrst  by  stertor,  and  then  by  irregularity  or  incompleteness 
of  the  respiratory  movements;  aud  that  of  the  heart  by  the  gradually 
approaching  feebleness  and  slowness  of  the  pulse — the  respiration  ceas- 
ing prior  to  the  action  of  the  heart. 

The  practical  mles  for  the  employment  of  chloroform,  are  founded 
upon  the  observation  of  these  stages  In  thousands  and  thousands  of 
cases.  Yet  there  are  individuals  who,  standing  apart  from  all  such 
rules,  after  a  few  inhalations  quickly  perish.  It  is  said  of  such,  that 
they  have  an  idiosyncrasy,  as  regards  chloroform.  And  there  is  no 
reason  why  this  should  not  be  the  case,  or  that  all  persons  should  be 
alike  sensible  to  the  action  of  chloroform,  while  the  various  other  nar- 
cotics act  so  differently  on  different  individuals.  Enormous  iudividnal 
differences,  in  fact,  exist  as  to  sensibility  t«  the  action  of  poisonous 
substances  employed  as  medicines.  Thiu,  I  am  attending  a  lady  in 
whom  one-eighth  or  one-sixteenth  of  a  grain  of  morphia  excites  such 
suffering,  uneasiness  and  vomiting,  that,  in  spite  of  the  severest  pain, 
she  dares  not  take  it ;  and  yet  upon  any  of  us  such  a  dose  would  produce 
scarcely  any  effect.  Another  patient,  for  whom  a  mixture  of  half  a 
drachm  of  iodide  of  potassium  in  six  ounces  of  water  was  ordered,  after 
every  spoonful  was  seized  with  aphonia  and  a  splitting  headache,  and 
when  I  persuaded  her  to  continue  the  medicine,  after  a  few  spoonfuls 
the  entire  head  became  eryethcmatous,  and  weeping,  discharge  from  the 
nares,  with  congh,  etc.,  ensued.  So  belladonna,  in  the  dose  of  jAg  grain, 
may  induce  symptoms  of  poisoning.  In  cases  in  which  inifividuals 
manifest  such  excessive  sensibility  to  chloroform  that  a  few  inhalations 
prove  fatal  without  any  premonitory  symptoms,  we  are  powerless,  al- 
though even  in  these,  artificial  respiration  must  not  be  neglected.  Much 
stress  is  laid  upon  the  purity  of  the  chloroform  employed,  and  rightly 
so;  hut  whether  impurity  produced  by  products  of  decomposition,  is 
dangerous,  has  not  been  proved.  Chloroform  that  has  been  kept  long 
and  exposed  to  the  light,  always  contains  free  hydrochloric  acid  and 
chlorine,  and  although  this  may  not  be  dangerous,  it  should  not  be  em- 
ployed, for  patients  can  not  inhale  it,  as  it  immediately  induces  severa 


iM,Coo<^lc 


LECTUBB  05   DEATH   PROH  CULOROFOBH.  25 

eoDgliiDg,  burning  in  the  throat  and  constriction  of  the  larynx.  Theae 
sTinptoms,  aa  well  as  one's  own  senae  of  smell,  lead  us  to  reject  it. 
Whether  some  material  that  is  specifically  dangerous,  is  generated  in 
ehloroform  by  long  keeping,  is  unknown;  but  tnat  chloroform  ia  vcit 
Tariable,  both  in  smell  and  its  effecta,  no  one  can  doubt  who  has  much 
to  do  with  it. 

Danger  may  arise  in  all  the  stages  of  chloroform- narcosia.  Dur- 
ing that  of  excitement,  violent  rouacular  efforts  may  give  rise  to  apo- 
plexy, especially  in  individuals  with  disease  of  the  heart,  rigid  arteries, 
or  emphysema.  Of  most  conscqaenoe  in  this  stage,  however,  are  the 
ooatractions  of  the  muscles  of  mastication  sad  the  poaterior  muscles 
of  the  tongne.  By  means  of  the  Btylo-glossi  and  the  gloss o-pharyngei, 
the  tongue  is  drawn  spasmodioally  backwards,  pressing  the  epiglottis 
down  so  as  to  mechanically  close  the  aperture  of  the  larynx.  Such 
patients  become  blue  in  the  face,  and  die  suffocated,  not  through  the 
direct  action  of  the  chloroform,  but  from  the  mechanical  privation  of 
air.  Such  cases  have  been  often  observed  in  the  Klinik,  rendering  it 
necesary  to  force  open  the  month  with  Heister's  speculum  and  draw 
out  the  tongue.  When  the  narcosis  is  continued  too  long,  there  is 
danger  of  paralysis  of  the  heart  and  sudden  collapse.  It  is  a  rule  not 
to  prolong  the  narcosis  when  the  upper  eyelid  allows  itself  to  be  raised 
witnont  any  muscular  resistance.  Individuals  in  which  this  can  be 
done  only  at  a  late  period,  or  perhaps  not  at  all,  aud  in  whom  a  para- 
lytic condition  of  the  respiration  takes  place  simultaneously  with  mns- 
cular  quietude  of  the  extremities  {which  happens  especially  in  drunk- 
ards), require  to  be  watched  with  the  greatest  care.  There  are  snb- 
jecls  in  wnom  complete  muscular  quietude  can  never  be  attained.  Be- 
fore the  utter  stagnation  due  to  paralysis  of  the  heart  and  respiratory 
muscles  ia  brought  about,  there  are  changes  due  to  the  paralysis  of  the 
moscles  of  the  face  to  he  observed.  The  jaw  sinks,  the  features  become 
corpse-like,  and  the  face  pale,  and  we  have  the  faoies  Hippocratica  be- 
fore na;  and  so  characteristic  is  the  change  of  physiognomy  that,  once 
seen,  it  can  never  be  foreotten.  It  is,  therefore,  of  the  greatest  import- 
ance that  the  face  bf  uie  patient  should  be  well  watched.  Another 
warning  sign  is,  that  the  blood,  daring  an  operation,  either  ceases  to 
How  f^om  the  art«ries  or  is  of  a  dark  blue  color. 

The  case  we  met  with  yesterday  does  not,  in  my  opinion,  belong  to 
this  category,  as  it  did  not  give  the  impression  so  much  of  a,  case  of 
iateneely  aggravated  chloroform  poisoning  as  of  one  of  sudden  col- 
lapee — a  view  rendered  probable  also  by  the  very  aneemic  condition  of 
the  individual.  This  man,  twenty-six  years  of  age,  but  looking  much 
older,  had,  while  drunk,  cut  his  fiuger  with  a  china  pot,  and,  according 
to  account,  lost  a  great  deal  of  blood.  At  all  events,  when  he  came  to 
the  hospital  two  or  three  days  after,  his  annmio  appearance  was  re- 
markable, and  this  condition  was  further  shown  by  his  excessive  sensi- 
bility to  pain,  leading  to  the  belief  that  one  of  the  digital  nerves  might 
be  exposed.  It  w.is  on  this  account  chloroform  was  given,  and  all  at 
first  went  on  as  usual.  Convulsive  movements  ensued,  and,  as  during 
these,  neither  an  examination  nor  operation  can  properly  be  performed, 
tiro  chloroform  was  continued,  with  the  object  of  obtaining  the  stage 
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of  tolerance.  But  ae  soon  aa  the  conyuUive  movemeata  bad  ceased,  the 
patient  aeanmed  the  appearance  of  a  corpse.  The  mouth  was  opened, 
and  the  tongue  was  drawn  out  ia  the  belief  that  closure  of  the  larynx 
bad  produced  the  effects  observed.  This  did  do  good,  and  the  contrac- 
tloD  of  the  Btylo-glosaiand  the  cone  trie  to  res  pbaryngis  prevented  the 
passage  of  a  catheter  into  the  larynx.  Tracheotomy  was  at  once  per- 
formed, and  a  canula  passed  in,  bat  all  in  vain.  The  narcosis  had  lasted 
a  very  short  time,  and,  at  the  autopsy,  there  was  scarcely  any  smell  of 
chloroform.  Evidently,  a  sadden  collapse  had  occurred,  his  condition 
giving  the  impression  of  a  deep  swoon.  It  is  a  rare  thing  for  a  healthy ' 
man  to  die  during  syncope,  although  this  happens  with  old  people  and 
during  convalescence,  and  especially  after  pneumonia.  Death  from 
sudden  collapse  ia  also  met  with  after  typhus.  I  nm  under  the  im- 
pression that  the  present  case  was  one  of  such  collapse,  occurring  dur- 
ing the  narcosis,  in  conseqaence  of  amemia.  Generally,  there  ia  not 
much  learned  from  the  autopsies  of  those  who  die  from  narcosis.  The 
blood  is  pretty  constantly  found  not  to  be  coagulated,  and  sometimes 
of  a  cherry-red  appearance.  This  no n -coagulation  of  the  blood  gives 
rise  to  numerous  consequences,  which  formerly  were  supposed  to  be 
characteristic  of  death  from  chloroform,  such  aa  hypeiaemia  of  the  post- 
erior part  of  the  lunga,  kidney,  and  spinal  marrow,  etc.,  which  are 
really  post-mortem  appearances  due  to  the  fluidity  of  the  blood.  In 
the  present  case,  these  appearances  were  present,' although  the  heart 
and  large  arteries  were  strongly  contracted,  and  almost  empty  of  blood. 
The  heart  is  found  in  different  conditions.  In  animals  it  is  commoDly 
dilated,  especially  the  right  ventricle,  but  in  the  present  case,  as  in  all 
aniemic  subjects,  it  was  strongly  contracted.  There  is  no  distinctive 
sign  of  death  from  chloroform,  and  if  an  individual  were  killed  by  it, 
and  no  other  non-medical  proof  of  this  existed,  the  anatomist  would 
sot  be  in  a  position,  &om  the  condition  of  the  body,  to  declare  that 
thia  had  been  the  ease.  Even  the  odor  of  the  chloroform  is  a  worth- 
less sign,  for  Rokitansky  statea  that  the  brain  especially  sometimes 
gives  out  an  odor  exactly  like  that  of  chloroform,  without  any  ground 
for  supposing  that  this  substance  had  been  employed. 

Witn  respect  to  the  administration  of  chloroform,  the  employment 
of  the  chloroform  inhaler  constitutes  the  best,  the  quickest,  and  most 
convenient  mode.  The  singular  idea  that  a  mixture  of  chlorform  and 
ether  is  less  dangerous  than  either  of  these  substances  used  separately, 
has  been  abandoned.  Above  all  things,  never  administer  chloroform 
alone,  but  always  have  at  least  one  assistant  with  you.  When  there 
is  rattling  in  the  throat,  blueness  of  countenance,  and  irregularity  of 
breathing,  remove  the  apparatus  and  throw  open  the  windows  and  doors 
so  that  plenty  of  air  may  gun  access  to  the  patient,  which  is  further 
to  be  aided  by  forcing  the  mouth  open  and  drawing  forth  the  tongue 
— a  mantBuvre  often  attended  with  the  best  effecta.  Let  the  patient, 
and  especially  if  there  are  not  plenty  of  assistants  at  hand,  always  be 
in  the  lying,  not  the  sitting  posture.  The  dashing  the  surface  with  cold 
water  or  applying  ammonia,  can  only  be  of  service  when  the  narcosis 
is  slight  enough  to  admit  of  the  excitement  of  reflex  movements ;  but 
in  the  paralyzed  condition,  all  auch  means  are  only  a  dangerous  loss  of 
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time.  Here,  artificial  respiration  must  be  at  once  resorted  to,  and  exe- 
cuting this  by  moutb  to  month,  ^ith  compression  at  the  lower  part  of 
the  thorax,  is  a  preferable  procedure  to  Marshall  Hall's  method.  It  is 
tme,  that  in  this  moath  to  mouth  procedure,  much  of  the  air  passcti 
into  the  stomach ;  but  the  plan  with  all  its  disadvantages,  is  found  prac- 
tically useful,  and,  at  all  events,  resorting  to  it  is  better  than  doing 
nothing.  Tlie  access  of  air  may  be  facilitated  by  passing  a  catheter 
into  the  larynx,  which,  in  the  paralyzed  condition,  is  as  easy  as  after 
death.  A  great  part  of  the  air  passes  out  again  b^  the  side  of  the 
catheter,  but- a  cooeidersble  portion  enters  the  lungs  in  tolerable  force. 
When  the  catheter  can  not  be  introduced,  tracheotomy  should  at  once 
be  performed,  and  a  large  canula  passed  in.  Artificial  respiration  must 
be  exercised  in  a  regular  rythmical  manner,  and  its  efficacy  as  much 
depends  upon  the  respiratory  movements  being  forcible  enough  as  upon 
admission  of  the  oxygen  to  the  blood.  In  this  case,  artificial  respira- 
tion was  continued  for  half  an  hour;  but  really,  after  from  ten  to  fif- 
teen minutes  of  inefficacious  efforts,  all  hope  bad  ceased.  The  duration 
of  the  asphyxia  is  not,  however,  always  easily  estimated;  for  at  such 
a  time  the  watch  is  not  looked  at,  and  seconds  become  minutes  and 
minutes  bonrs.  Stimulating  the  phrenic  nerve  by  means  of  electricity, 
is  undoubtedly  a  useful  means  for  exciting  the  respiratory  movements; 
but  unfortunately,  an  apparatus  is  seldom  ready  when  wanted. 

Fortunately,  we  may  regard  death  from  chloroform  as  a  very  rare 
occurrence,  and  one  becoming  more  rare  every  year.  Reckoning  that, 
during  my  fifteen  years  of  clinical  teaching  and  the  two  last  years  of 
my  student  life,  I  have  been  present  at  two  adminiatratjons  of  chloro- 
form per  diem  (which  is  a  low  and  certainly  not  an  exaggerated  esti- 
mate), I  shall  have  witnessed  twelve  thousand  five  hundred  oases  of 
narcosis,  and  this  IB  the  first  fatal  one  I  ever  saw.  Wc  must  regard 
chloroformisatiou  as  an  operation  by  means  of  a  chemical  agent,  as 
with  areenic,  chloride  of  zinc,  etc.,  and  compare  its  results  with  those 
of  other  minor  operations.  I  am  convinced  that  the  mortality  statie- 
UcB  after  the  application  of  leeches,  blistering  cupping,  and  bleeding 
(through  erysipelas,  hospital  gangrene,  tetanus,  etc.),  is  greater  than 
one  in  twelve  thousand  five  hundred;  but  no  one,  on  that  account,  has 
thought  of  prohibiting  these  means,  and  the  use  of  chloroform  can  not 
be  prohibited  because  of  these  seldom  occurring  fatal  cases.  The  psych- 
ical impression  which  such  a  death  produces  is,  by  its  very  suddenness, 
a  very  poweri^il  one,  and  exerts  especial  influence  upon  those  who  have 
not  been  accustomed  to  see  men  die  before  their  eyes.  Unfortunately, 
we  have  in  surgery  only  too  often  occasion  to  be  convinced  of  the  in- 
completeneBS  and  the  impotence  of  our  present  amount  of  knowledge. 
A  mere  cut  of  the  finger,  especially  if  this  opens  into  a  joint  or 
the  sheath  of  a  tendon,  may  give  rise  to  phlegmonous  inflammation, 
which  during  the  last  twenty  years  has  caused  far  more  deaths  than 
chloroform.  Urged  by  the  patient's  vanity,  we  remove  a  small  tumor 
from  a  man's  scalp,  and  he  dies  of  erysipelas,  or  another  dies  fVom 
tetanus  brought  on  by  some  slight  injury — perhaps  only  the  priok  of 
a  thorn;  and,  as  regards  the  cause  and  action  of  these  circumstances, 
we  are  as  ignorant  as  we  are  regarding  death  from  chloroform. 


iMjCoot^lc 


28  WESTERN   JOUKNAL  OP  UEDICINE. 

Bnt  while  such  cases  are  sad  to  reflect  upon,  thcj  should  not,  any 
more  than  the  one  of  yesterday,  lead  us  to  despair  in  our  art  and 
meaDB  of  iDvestigation,  nor  to  settle  down  in  desponding  resignation. 
Let  them  oct  as  a  great  warning  cry  of  nature,  rousing  us,  ashamed  of 
our  hitherto  pigmy  efi'orts,  to  renewed  action  and  restless  labor. — Med- 
ical Timet  and  Gazette,  November  28,  1868. 


CORRKSPONDEJNCE. 


Berlin,  Novembek  18,  1868. 
It  scarcely  requires  a  referenoe  to  the  past  ages  of  the  world,  to 
prove  the  intimate  connection  between  the  art  and  literature  of  a 
country,  and  its  politics.  Rome  stood  forth,  the  proud  Niobe  of  nations, 
some  two  hundred  years  before  Christ,  in  the  supremacy  of  her  power. 
Qreecc,  Asia,  Egypt,  lands  which,  in  their  day,  had  experienced  the 
same  vicissitudes  of  rise  and  decline,  lay  at  her  feet.  To  her  mandates 
were  turned  the  obedient  faces  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth.  Science 
and  art  reached  a  perfection  which  in  many  branches  has  never  BLDce 
been  attained.  Every  field  of  literature  was  cultivated.  Medicine, 
which  had  lain  for  so  many  generations  concealed  by  the  fearful  igno- 
rance and  superstition  which  overclouded  her,  loosed  herself  under  the 
fostering  hands  of  government,  and  shone  forth  in  the  full  beauty  of 
maturity.  Galen,  the  great  master,  was  hospitably  received  within  her 
walls,  and  hia  doctrines  disseminated  far  and  wide.  But  the  golden 
age  of  Augustus  was  succeeded  by  the  tyranny  and  oppression  of  his 
successors,  among  whom  a  Nero.  It  had  already  become  the  brazen  age. 
Philosophers  were  exiled,  the  treasures  of  libraries  burned  in  publio 
places,  statesmen  put  to  death,  the  votaries  of  science  oppressed,  doors 
opened  to  the  delnnivc  doctrines  of  Egyptian  mysticism  and  the  super- 
stitious juggleries  of  a  succeeding  priestcraft.  Subsequently,  hordes  of 
barbarians  from  the  north,  swept  over  the  land  like  a  desolating  si- 
moon, obliterating  almost  the  last  traces  of  civilization.  The  light  of 
science  paled  and  was  extinguished.  The  history  of  the  world  exhib- 
its parallel  cases  throughout  hor  every  epoch.     The  most  powerful  is 
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as  it  liaa  always  been,  the  most  enlighteDed  land.  The  gOTerDment  of 
Frederick  the  Great,  haa  gradually  enlarged  it«  borders  and  strength- 
ened its  resources,  li-om  ita  inception  on.  The  lamp  of  science  has  ever 
been  preserved  in  the  purity  of  ita  lustre  upon  her  altars.  Prussia 
claime  to-day,  a  place  high  in  the  first  rank  among  the  nations  of  the 
earth.  The  brilliant  successes  of  the  late  wars  have  placed  her  in  the 
very  lenith  of  her  power.  She  posseBses,  without  doubt,  the  greatest 
facilities  of  instruction.  America  is,  perhaps,  ber  superior  in  the  lower 
branches ;  but  beyond  that,  America  lacks  the  hand  of  authority  which 
is  empowered  to  pluck  the  ever  encroaching  tares.  Charlatanism  is  in 
bad  savor  here,  even  with  the  common  people.  Tbe  names  of  ber  great 
men  in  medicine,  as  in  every  other  department  of  science  and  art,  are 
household  words.  Everybody  knows  Gracfe  and  Langenbeck.  and 
every  one  is  familiar  with  the  names  of  Virchow,  Du  Bois  Raymond, 
Freriohs  and  Traube.  Their  photographs  are  in  every  window  with 
those  of  the  King  and  Prime  Minister.  The  city  has  mourned  for 
Griesinger,  the  great  authority  on  nervous  diseases,  just  dead,  far  too 
soon.  A  long  illness  of  some  three  or  four  months  duration,  termin- 
ated fatally  last  month.  A  fistulous  orifice  in  the  lumbar  region,  with 
a  pnrulent  and  urinary  discharge,  confined  him  during  nearly  tbe  whole 
of  his  illness  to  his  bed.  It  was  variously  diagnosticated  by  the 
attending  physicians,  as  pelvic  abscess,  abscess  retro -peritoneal,  wan- 
dering kidney,  abscess  of  the  pelvis  of  the  kidney,  &c.  The  autopsy 
revealed  a  retroperitoneal  abscess  with  perforation  of  the  appendix  ver- 
miformis  and  involvement  of  the  ureter;  kidneys  intact.  He  was 
buried  with  all  the  honors  of  the  profession,  tbe  rector  of  tbe  faculty, 
nearly  all  of  ils  members,  and  a  large  number  of  students,  following 
the  remains  to  the  grave,  His  late  work  on  Infectious  Krankheiten,  is 
considered  one  of  bis  ablest  efforts.  His  place  in  the  hospital  is  tem- 
porarily filled  by  Dr.  Westpbal. 

The  new  session  has  opened  at  last,  with  flying  colors.  Two  weeks 
have  elapsed  since  the  announcement  of  commencement,  but  with  the 
genuine  Teutonic  tardiness  which  is  utterly  irreconcilable  with  any- 
thing American,  the  lectures  have  been  delayed.  The  machinery  is 
ponderous,  however,  nearly  four  hundred  courses  altogether,  of  which, 
over  one  hundred  are  in  medicine.  Every  department  of  science  and 
art  is  represented,  all  tbe  languages,  ancient  and  modern,  religion,  theo- 
retical, jurisprudence,  mnsie,  even  riding,  dancing  and  fencing.  Tbe 
libraries,  museums,  zoological  and  botanical  gardens,  are  all  rendered 
enbaervient  to  instruction.     The  new  anatomical  and  chemical  edifices 
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approach  a  palatial  splendor;  their  chief  lecture  rooms  would  rival 
nuny  an  opera  in  the  elegance,  even  luxury  of  their  appointments. 
The  chief  medical  attraction  of  Berlin  ia,  the  opportunity  afforded  for 
the  study  of  pathology.  Her  reputation  in  this  regard  ie,  perhaps, 
unequaled  in  the  world.  A  commodious  building,  known  as  the  Leicheu 
Haus,  erected  in  a  style  which  might  make  some  preteuBiona  to  archi- 
tectural beauty,  stands  apart  firom  the  others  in  the  handsome  grounds 
of  the  Charite.  The  basement  is  the  general  receptacle,  and  contains 
apartments  also  for  the  dissection  of  animals.  The  regular  school  for 
comparative  anatomy  and  veterinary  instruction,  is  the  handsome  build- 
ing across  the  street.  The  first  story  contains  the  Monday  morning 
lecture  room  and  the  chambers  for  the  study  of  microscopy.  The 
upper  story  is  divided  into  a  central  amphithcatrical  lecture  room,  the 
didactic  hall,  large  square  room  in  the  right  wing,  provided  with  long 
tables  and  little  railways,  for  passage  of  the  microscope,  and  the  large 
room  in  the  left  wing,  the  chemical  laboratory.  Every  Monday  morn- 
ing an  autopsy  is  conducted  by  Prof.  Virchow,  *km  manibut,  in  the  first 
mentioned  room.  The  body  is  placed  on  a  revolving  table,  at  which 
the  professor  stands,  and  the  students  are  gathered  around  on  standing 
platforms,  elevating  as  they  recede.  This  is  the  most  practical,  inter- 
esting and  instructive  lecture  of  the  week.  Connected  with  this,  is 
united  the  proper  descriptive  pathological  course,  illustrated  by  fresh 
specimens  from  the  cases  of  the  week.  The  didactic  course  comprises 
four  lectures  a  week,  occurring  in  hours  at  noon.  Then  a  conrso  on 
practical  pathological  histology,  also  by  the  professor  himself,  fills  the 
remaining  unoccupied  morning  hours.  The  lectures  on  the  microscopy 
of  the  normal  tissues,  being  delivered  by  the  assistants  in  the  after- 
noon. Prof.  Virchow  has  also  a  small  ward  in  the  ChariU  which  re- 
ceives his  daily  visit,  so  that  from  morning  till  high  noon  he  is  engaged 
at  the  hospital.  Politics  engages  him  in  the  afternoon,  during  the  ses- 
Nion  of  Parliament,  as  he  is  an  active  advocate  of  the  people;  at  one 
time  so  active  as  to  have  necessitated  a  temporary  sojourn  in  a  foreign 
land.  He  Is  said  to  have  lately  expressed  an  Intention  to  retire  from 
politics,  as  peace  once  more  reigns  over  the  land,  and  stated  that  he  had 
experienced  a  contrition  for  the  neglect  of  his  medical  works,  some 
fourteen  of  which  he  bad  commenced  and  left  unfinished.  He  is  a 
man  of  most  indefatigable  iudnstry,  and  seems  so  to  have  systematiied 
his  life  as  to  have  made  its  every  nook  and  corner  of  avail.  He  reaches 
the  lecture  room  in  hot  haste  and  begins  his  discourse  padtlng.  His 
style  can  hardly  be  said  to  be  pleasant — in  fact,  under  a  two  hour's  ses- 
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sioD,  rather  tedious;  his  diction  is  of  coarse  polished ;  there  is  no  at- 
tempt at  oratory,  rhetoric  being  amoDg  the  few  branches  which  he  has 
neglected  in  his  early  education;  -but  then,  eloquence  is  rare  in  every 
field  of  literature.  In  Qermany,  most  of  the  teachers  at  the  VniverBity 
read  their  lectures  f^om  a  chair.  Du  Bois  Baynond,  the  celebrated 
lectnrer  on  physiology,  being  among  the  few  exceptions.  Virchow  is 
not  a  believer  in  Christianity ;  neither,  alas,  are  most  of  the  great  men 
of  Germany.  It  militates  some  against  natural  philosophy.  Some  of 
hie  bitterest  satires  are  leveled  against  it ;  not  loud,  but  quiet  and  deep. 
He  would  make  an  exceedingly  ugly  opponent  to  encounter,  on  this  or 
any  other  subject. 

In  person,  email,  below  medium,  a  peculiar  head,  flattened  behind, 
its  longest  diameter  between  the  ears,  hair  thin,  traces  of  gray,  forehead 
expanded  in  every  direction,  small  twinkling  haiel  eyes,  mouth  small, 
lipB  thin,  a  complexion  which  in  a  lady,  would  be  called  a  clear  brunette ; 
though  fifty,  he  posseases  the  vivacity  of  youth.  He  celebrated  a  few 
days  ago  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  his  medical  life.  In  social  life,  what 
the  Qermans  call  a  zuganglicher  man — that  is,  a  man  of  easy  access. 
There  is  nothing  in  his  appearance  or  address  which  would  beteken 
the  man;  indeed,  nature's  only  gifts  seem  to  have  been  an  indomitable 
ene^y  and  an  untiring  application — the  rest  is  self-made. 

The  subject  of  to-day's  discourse  is  syphilis.  Hitherto,  we  are 
informed,  the  outward  manifestations  of  the  disease  have  been  tbe  only 
ones  receiving  attention.  We  now  know  that  there  exists  a  whole  series 
of  symptoms  affecting  tbe  internal  organs,  characteristic  of  the  disease. 
The  brain  sufiers  a  soflening;  the  root  of  the  tongue  looses  its  gland- 
ular characteristics,  smoothes  off  te  a  polished  surface  from  atrophy  of 
its  glands;  a  chronic  pharyngitis,  the  result  of  the  increase  of  paren- 
chymal connective  tissues;  the  teusil  is  likewise  attacked  and  becomes 
almost  obliterated;  the  heart  assumes  an  hypertrophy ;  the  pleurse  pre- 
sent cicatrices  on  their  surfaces,  from  the  contraction  and  retraetion  of 
chronic  plenritis;  the  liver  reduces  in  siie  and  presents  the  same  cica- 
trices, in  the  cases  before  us,  extending  completely  through  the  right 
lobe  at  its  outer  third,  forming  a  new  lobe ;  the  kidney  suffers  atrophy, 
becomes  exceedingly  pale  and  granulated  on  its  external  surface — the 
Burftce  of  section  remsins  smooth;  the  atrophy  is  likewise  induced  by 
an  increase  of  the  connective  tissue,  an  indurative  interstitial  nephritis. 
Melanosis  is  divided  inte  three  classes — melanoma,  melanotic  sarcoma, 
and  melanotic  carcinoma.  The  first  is  benign;  the  two  latter,  malign 
tumors.    The  difference  between  them  is  tbe  order  or  sequence  of  attack. 
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A  melanotic  carcinoma  of  the  eye,  for  inetance,  would  nest  attack  the 
glands  and  then  the  lunge,  before  the  liver  was' reached.  A  melanotic 
sarcoma  in  the  same  position,  would  maintain  no  such  sncoession  of 
attack;  the  liver  might  be  the  second  object. 

It  is,  of  course,  impossible  in  a  letter  of  this  heterogeneous  charac- 
ter, to  preseot  anything  like  a  detailed  report  of  several  lectures;  so 
that  I  must  fain  be  content  with  the  transmission  of  the  novel,  in  the 
form  of  isolated  aphorisms  or  the  regular  account  of  individual  lec- 
tures on  some  specific  subject,  which  latter  shall  be  forwarded,  if  any 
of  unusual  interest  occur. 

Cohnheim,  Virchow's  first  assistant,  has  lately  received  an  appoint- 
ment as  Professor  of  Pathology  at  Kiel.  His  late  discovery  of  the 
escape  of  the  white  corpuscles  of  the  blood  from  the  vessels,  has  ex- 
cited the  liveliest  attention.  It  has  appeared  in  the  lost  edition  of 
Virehoic'B  Archive*,  some  seventy  pages.  As  I  had  the  opportunity 
of  bearing  his  lecture  on  the  subject  during  the  microscopic  course  of 
last  session,  I  shall  attempt  te  send  you  a  condensed  account.  The 
white  cells,  which  are  always  nearer  the  walls  of  the  vessel,  are  ob- 
served under  peculiar  conditions,  to  become  stationary  and  adherent; 
shortly  after,  a  protrusion  In  the  wall  denotes  the  presence  of  a  cell 
there ;  the  wall  is  then  ruptured  and  the  corpuscle  is  seen,  partly  within 
and  partly  without  the  calibre  of  the  capillary,  after  which  the  cor- 
puBole  escapes  entirely  and  is  connected  to  the  vessel  by  a  fibrous 
attachment,  which  is  finally  separated  and  the  cell  floats  free:  thus  the 
white  blood  corpuscle,  while  still  within  the  walls  of  the  vessels,  be- 
comes or  rather  is  in  the  lymphatics  the  lymph  cell  and  in  an  abscess 
the  pus  cell.  The  &ct  of  the  identity  of  the  three  cells,  is  one  of  long 
acquaintance;  but  the  identity  of  origin  or  entity,  is  the  new  develop- 
ment. If  the  discovery  be  verified,  it  will  shake  parts  "of  Virchow's 
cellular  pathology  doctrine  to  the  center. 

Perhaps  the  finest  and  most  systematic  clinic  of  the  session,  is  that 
of  Prof.  Tranbe,  the  most  Amerioan  of  all  the  medical  faculty.  From 
nine  to  eleven  every  morning,  the  proper  propsedenttc  or  initiatery  clinic ; 
three  days  in  the  week  before  the  whole  class,  and  three  days  with  a 
third  of  the  class  at  the  bedside.  The  old  surgical  clinic  room  of  the 
ChariU  has  been  appropriated  for  the  leotnres  before  the  class.  The 
professor  and  patient  inside  a  large  balustrade,  behind  which  a  single 
long  bench  for  the  students.  There  are  however,  two  galleries  of  simi- 
lar construction  above,  so  that  a  large  number  of  studente  are  accom- 
modated with  the  additional  advantages  of  an  equally  good  view  for 
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every  one.  Never  having  Been  the  lecturer  before,  illncse  prevented 
hia  enmmer  course,  we  obtained  a  seat  opposite  the  door  to  secure  a 
fair  opportunity  for  the  formation  of  first  impressions.  In  the  mean 
time,  we  take  occasion  to  notice  that  the  little  stand  in  the  comer  is 
filled  with  tubes  and  tests  and  divers  colored  litmus,  the  stethoscope, 
Traube's  own,  a  handsome  hard  rubber  cylinder,  with  movable  ear- 
piece, a  small  but  deep  concave,  and  an  exceedingly  small  bell,  in  gen- 
eral use  throughout  the  city  and  in  the  pocket  of  every  student,  the 
hammer  and  pleximeter,  likewise  everywhere  employed,  with  brush  and 
ink  for  marking  purposes.  While  bewildering  ourselves  in  a  vain 
attempt  at  the  solution  of  the  enigmatical  problem  of  forming  an  equal 
for  the  great  miods  of  the  place,  from  the  dull  and  sleepy  material 
around  us,  the  double  door  is  flung  open  and  the  procession  enters.  Pre- 
ceded by  an  attendant  with  two  large  mouthed  flasks  containing  urine 
and  sputa,  follow  four  nurses  carrying  the  patient  in  a  handsome  iron 
bed,  with  covers  of  spotless  purity,  and  then  the  professor  and  his  three 
assistants.  He  is  of  medium  stature,  perhaps  fifty-five  years  of  age, 
rather  careworn,  somewhat  nervous  look,  hair  cut  short  and  combed 
forward  like  a  monk,  a  full,  prominent,  penetrating  eye,  a  recklessness 
of  gait  and  a  slovenliness  of  attire. 

He  is  evidently  master  of  the  situation — his  gait  informs  you 
that  at  once — you  see  it  daily  on  Fourth  street  among  that  class  of 
men  who  consider  that  they  have  traveled  and  are  familiar  with  the 
movements  of  things.  He  is  a  man  who  has  snfi'ered,  and  yet,  is 
scarcely  a  man  who  has  much  sympathy  for  sufiering.  He  carries 
always  a  sober  mien  which  is  reflected  over  the  class  as  he  enters.  A 
student  is  called  into  the  arena — he  enters  without  much  alacrity — 
there  are  evidently  some  unpleasant  occurrences  occaaionally.  The 
professor  takes  bis  measure  at  once,  and  having  induced  in  him  the 
uncomfortable  supposition  that  perhaps  some  portion  of  his  attire  is 
failing,  he  requests  him  rather  abruptly  to  inform  him  the  striking 
features  of  the  case  before  him.  Should  he  be  a  man  of  nerve,  it  is 
well,  if  not,  there  are  cooler  and  plcasantcr  climates  for  a  permanent 
residence.  But  Traube  is  a  splendid  clinician ;  not  a  symptom  or  a 
feature  escapes  him;  every  case  receives  the  most  thoroi^h  revision. 
He  examines  the  patient  from  vertex  to  toe.  He  is  a  panopticist.  He 
is  a  physician  of  the  old  school,  animated  by  the  fire  of  the  new.  He 
is  right  square  up  to  the  times.  He  has  served  his  apprenticeship 
and  his  journeyman  life  as  student,  assistant  and  private  decent,  and 
has  come  to  his  position  as  master  workman,  by  dint  of  time  and  toil. 

(3) 
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The  caae  ib  the  Basedow  diseue,  n  most  exqnisite  oaae,  th^  enlarged 
thyroid,  the  promiaent  cornea,  the  depreasioD  of  the  planes  of  Tisiooy 
the  impaired  morementof  the  levator  palpebne,  the  radial  tension,  the 
Tentricular  hypertrophy,  and  the  general  congestion  of  the  capillartea, 
as  evidenced  by  the  pink  hue  of  the  skin,  are  all  beantifnlly  marked, 
and  then  he  elicits  so  handsomely  the  Derrous  irritability  of  the  dispo- 
sition. He  views,  reviews,  recapitnlates,  and  requests  a  diagnosis — 
fortunately,  it  was  correctly  given.  Then  follows  a  slight  history  of 
the  disease,  aymptoms,  differential  diagnosis,  prognosis,  and  treatment. 
The  treatment  is,  roborant  and  tonic,  quinine  and  iron,  with  the  proper 
observance  of  all  those  hygienic  measures  which  would  quiet  the  excited 
nervous  system.  The  treatment  of  Trousseau,  the  antiphlogistic,  with 
digitalis,  is  of  all  the  least  successful.  He  fears  that  Trousseau,  like 
many  of  the  French  physicians,  actuated  by  a  desire  to  be  the  first  to 
describe  a  disease,  have  allowed,  on  many  occasions,  their  vanity  to 
ioterfere  with  their  veracity.  The  etiology,  he  prefers  to  leave  un- 
touched. 80  many  and  so  diametrically  opposed  are  the  alleged  causes, 
that  it  is  better  in  these  days  of  great  discoveries  in  physiology,  to  de- 
fer an  attempt.  That  it  is  a  disturbance  of  nervous  centres,  is  but  too 
plain;  but  of  what  character,  is  a  question  for  the  future.  Two  eases 
of  paralysis  follow,  oue  the  result  of  an  old  diphtheria,  and  one  of 
syphilitic  origin.  Id  the  latter  case,  he  speaks  of  the  importance  of 
establishing  the  existence  of  secondary  symptoms — refers  in  assistance 
thereto,  to  an  important  discovery  of  modern  times,  the  glazed  and 
shiny^ppcarance  of  the  post  portion  of  the  dorsum  of  the  tongue,  as 
revealed  by  the  laryngoscope.  The  paralysis  of  diphtheria  is  always 
transitory.  As  to  the  relation  of  a  brain  trouble,  he  stat«s  that  the 
nearer  an  extravasation  or  tumor  in  the  brain  is  to  the  periphery,  the 
more  complete  will  be  the  paralysis,  by  reason  of  the  implication  of 
a  greater  number  of  its.  fibres.  In  the  present  case  the  complete  par- 
alysis of  the  facial  on  one  side,  would  indicate  the  seat  of  the  affectloD 
at  or  Dear  the  stylomastoid  foramen.  Age  predisposes  to  brain  affec- 
tions, the  inner  coat  of  the  artery  thickens,  or  the  caliber  fills  with 
fibrin.  Endocarditis  iu  its  early  stages,  is  a  frequent  cause  of  brain 
emboli.  The  existence  of  an  embolus  in  the  brain  for  more  than 
twenty-four  hours,  would  certainly  cause  paralysis.  Brain  affections 
from  arterial  difficulties,  give  no  alterations  in  temperature.  The  use 
of  opium  in  brain  affections,  to  be  very  cautious  on  aocount  of  the 
tendency  to  narcotism.  The  Tr.  Opli  Bern.,  although  one  of  the  weak- 
est is  still  one  of  the  most  dangerous. 

Id  a  fluboeqnent  lecture  were  presented  cases  of  icterus  and  puer- 
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penl  fever.  Id  jaaadice,  the  yellov  color  of  the  foam  of  the  urine  is 
a  Taluftble  diagaoetic  symptom.  The  test  for  bile  in  the  urine  consistfi 
in  letting  fall  in  a  deep  wine  glass  quarter  filled  nitb  nitric  acid,  a  few 
drops  of  the  suspected  liquid ;  the  play  of  colors,  green,  violet  and 
brown,  is  characteristic.     Treatment — mild  saline  cathartics,  baths,  &c. 

Puerperal  fever  he  divides  into  three  forms;  periphlebitic,  (here 
rare);  endo-metritic  and  peritonitic — the  two  latter  often  combined. 
(Virchow  often  speaks  of  a  diphtheritic.)  Tho  occurrence  of  a  pleu- 
ritis  duplex  always  renders  the  prognosis  of  Feb.  Fucrper.,  exceed- 
ingly grave.  He  speaks  of  the  mortality  of  the  disease  under  either 
the  tonic  or  expectant  treatment  aa  colossal.  He  is  an  advocate  of  the 
antiphlogistic  and  mercurial — the  mercury  by  inunction,  and  this  to 
be  immediately  discontinued  on  the  first  appearance  of  constitutional 
symptoms.  He  applies  leeches  to  the  abdomen  iVeely,  but  allows  no 
niter  bleeding. 

Tbe  next  hour  is  devoted  to  Freriohs.  The  lecture-room  is  always 
crowded,  every  seat  taken  and  the  aisles  full.  Frerichs  himself  is  a 
man  of  very  tall  stature  and  exceedingly  awkward  and  ungainly  ap- 
pearance ;  a  &ce  which  is  nearly  half  forehead  and  almost  javenile  in 
expression.  He  is  also  far  past  bodily  prime,  though  still  in  highest 
mental  vigor;  a  large,  f^ll  eye,  face  perfectly  smooth,  mouth  just  a 
little  sensual.  He  is  a  man  who  combines  some  of  the  pleasures  of 
life  with  its  pains.  Although  having  occupied  a  public  position  for 
many  years,  and  extended  his  travels  in  foreign  lands,  he  is  still  a  man 
of  exceeding  diffidence.  It  is  easy  to  conceive  what  actual  misery 
it  must  have  cost  him  before  he  arrived  at  even  his  present  post- 
^tion.  He  sits  on  the  corner  of  a  table  to  lecture,  and  in  the  interval 
nf  its  removal  for  the  presentation  of  a  new  case,  appears  in  the  great- 
est embarrassment.  His  hands  are  in  the  way  and  so  are  his  feet. 
Unce  seat  him,  however,  and  give  him  material,  and  he  forgets  himself 
completely.  He  is  then  in  the  full  possession  of  the  medical  tang  froid. 
His  every  word  is  treasured,  for  it  is  tbe  result  of  years  of  the  ripest 
experience.  His  voice  is  a  deep  bass,  in  slow  and  measured  tones,  be- 
ginning a  sentence  with  a  slight  elevation  and  gradually  fading  off  to 
a  sound  almost  inaudible.  Heard  for  the  first  time  at  the  back  part  of 
the  room,  it  only  requires  the  solemn  intonations  of  an  old  organ  to 
remind  one  of  the  service  of  the  old  Baptist  church.  But  it  becomes 
even  agreeable  in  dme,  presented  as  it  is,  with  the  full  ore  rotuiido,  in 
sentences  pregnant  with  richest  import,  axioms  as  it  were,  it  is  easy  to 
understand  the  secret  of  his  success.      Here,  also,  every  facility  for 
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explanation  and  illtistration  eziets.  Tho  microscopes  are  placed  on  the 
BUnds,  while  drawings  and  Bpecimens  are  paseed  around  the  class. 
The  perfect  nonchalance  with  which  he  pricks  the  finger  of  a  patient 
to  ascertain  if  the  drop  under  the  microscope  evidence  a  simple  amemiu 
or  a  leucocythemia,  is  a  matter  of  at  least  surprise  to  the  uninitiated. 
Every  attempt  to  improve  the  blood  in  the  latter  condition,  he  informs 
ns  has  hitherto  proven  futile,  hence  the  importance  of  a  proper  diag- 
nosis. To  exhibit  the  peristaltic  movements  of  the  stomach  in  a 
case  of  carcinomatons  stenosis  of  the  pylorus,  whereby  the  organ  was 
enormously  displaced  and  in  proof  that  the  tumor  below  the  umbilicus 
was  really  the  distended  stomach,  he  administered  a  carbonate,  followed 
by  an  acidulated  drink;  the  effect  was  almost  instantaneous,  the  move- 
ments of  the  walla  under  the  attenuated  integument  being  palpable 
to  all. 

The  length  of  this  letter  already  totally  precludes  any  attempt  at 
a  report  of  further  procedures,  which  I  may,  perhaps,  transmit  in  a 
future  letter.  WniTXAKER. 


New  York  City,  December  15,  18(18. 
Dear  Joi:rnal:  When  last  we  wrote,  the  sessions  at  the  different 
medical  colleges  of  this  city  were  about  commencing.  Now,  the  lec- 
tures are  nearly  one-half  over,  and  the  lecturers  are  looking  forward, 
with  pleasure,  to  a  short  period  of  repose  during  the  approaching  holi- 
days. While  the  students  will  bail  them  no  less  eagerly,  as  a  golden 
opportunity  for  writing  the  dreaded  and  long-thought-of  thesis.  If 
they  only  knew,  as  do  we  who  have  passed  through  the  mill,  how  often 
the  thesis  that  has  cost  so  much  labor  and  so  many  wakeful  nights,  is 
neglected  and  packed  away  without  ever  having  been  read,  they  would 
not  feel  bo  much  anxiety  about  it.  A  thesis  does  not  amount  to  much, 
at  any  rate,  in  these  days,  when  they  can  be  bought  by  the  dozen  iu 
almost  any  second-haod  book  store;  nor,  in  &ct,  does  an  examination, 
for  too  often  the  poor  student,  on  these  awful  oceastons,  has  frightened 
out  of  him  the  little  that  he  does  know.  The  system  of  daily  recita- 
tions, BO  often  urged  in  our  medical  journals,  seems  to  us  the  most 
feasible  way  of  ascertaining  the  true  status  of  the  student's  acquire- 
ments, and  it  is  certainly  a  most  improving  and  instructive  method  of 
driving  home  the  great  truths  to  which  the  student  is  daily  listening. 
The  system  of  daily  quizzes,  is  now  an  established  institution  in  our 
city  colleges,  and  one  horn  which  the  inquirer  after  medical  knowled^r 
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will  derive  great  benefit.  During  the  holiday  week,  many  of  the  stu- 
dents spend  their  hoars  in  making  fine  disBections,  as  their  time  in  the 
dissecting  room  (that  great  store-house  of  instruction,  in  which  so  many 
distinguished  men  have  laid  the  foundation  of  their  renown)  during 
the  active  lecturing  season  is  necessarily  somewhat  limited,  as  then  the 
evening  is  about  the  only  time  they  have  to  dissect.  Classes  are  formed 
during  Christmas  week,  and  also  at  the  close  of  the  term,  for  practical 
instruction  in  the  various  surgical  operations  that  can  be  performed 
upon  the  human  body.  Suhjecta  are  plenty  with  us,  being  obtained  from 
the  great  charity  hospitals,  and,  for  a  reasonable  sum.  All  have  an 
opportunity  of  practicing  upon  them  the  different  amputations,  liga- 
tions of  arteries,  operations  upon  the  eye,  &c.,  before  they  go  forth  to 
actual  practice  and  to  try  their  skill  upon  the  living.  Dt.  Valentine 
Mott,  in  alt  his  operations,  even  in  the  bight  of  his  illustrious  oareer, 
and  in  operaUons  that  he  had  performed  over  and  over  again,  was  in 
tho  constant  habit  of  going  through  the  operation  with  the  most  scru- 
pulous care  and  precision  upon  the  cadaver,  before  be  performed  it  upon 
the  living  patient;  and  so  should  every  goqj  surgeon  do  if  it  be  a  pos- 
t^ible  thing — and  in  this  city  it  is. 

Ah !  what  a  beautiful  example  to  us  young  men  of  the  profession, 
was  that  aged  patriarch,  with  his  lofty  enthusiasm  for  his  noble  calling, 
with  his  pure,  high-souled  advice,  and  his  fervid  eloquence!  What  an 
example  to  us  of  indomitable  energy,  of  ceaseless  perseverance,  and 
never-tiring  industry  I  Well  do  we  remember  in  our  student  days,  how, 
on  a  certain  occasion,  upon  examining  some  most  beautiful  and  Intn- 
cate  dried  anatomical  Bpocimens,  prepared  by  himself,  ne  asked  him 
how  he  ever  found  time  to  do  such  work,  amidst  the  multiplicity  of  his 
many  pressing  duties.  "My  dear  hoy,"  was  his  reply,  with  one  of  his 
old  genial  smiles,  "these  things  I  did,  while  others  slept!"  To  us, 
that  answer  contained  a  mighty  lesson.  His  form  was  bowed  with  age, 
and  his  head  whitened  with  the  frosts  of  many  winters;  but  like  the 
great  old  patriot  that  be  was,  he  stood  stoutly  at  bis  post  of  duty,  till 
death  struck  him  down.  All  honor  to  his  memory,  and  to  the  many 
virtues  of  his  life  which  shed  abroad  on  every  hand  an  external  fra- 
grance ! 

Each  winter  witnesses  more  or  less  change  in  the  lecturing  corps  of 
our  different  medical  colleges.  New  blood  is  constantly  being  infused, 
and  some  of  the  veterans  in  the  service  are  gradually  retiring  from  full 
service  in  the  field.  Last  spring,  at  tho  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  Col- 
lege, Prof.  James  B.  Wood  resigned  his  position  as  lecturer  in  that  in- 
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Btitutioo,  although  he  still  holds  hia  valuable  clinics  there,  and  this  win- 
ter, Prof.  Fordyce  Barker  resigns  his  chair.  He  however,  like  Prof. 
Wood,  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  students  generally,  and  of  his  nu- 
merous friends  in  this  city,  will  still  continue  his  clinical  teachings. 
Dr.  Barker  is  an  eloquent  lecturer,  a  profound  scholar,  a  genial  gen- 
tleman, and  one  of  the  most  popular  men  in  the  profession  in  Kew 
York.  For  a  number  of  years,  he  has  been  suffering  from  a  partial 
loss  of  voice,  occasioned  by  lecturing  while  laboring  under  a  severe 
cold,  and  this  baa  made  public  lecturing  a  great  exertion  for  him.  This 
misfortune,  we  presume,  ia  the  cause  of  bis  resignation,  which  will  be 
a  great  loss  to  the  college'  Dr,  Barker  spends  each  summer  traveling 
throughout  Europe,  and  it  is  a  singular  fact,  that  no  sooner  does  he  sot 
foot  upon  that  continent  than  his  voice  is  restored  to  its  natural  tone 
and  vigor,  bo  much  so,  that  friends  meeting  him  in  some  European  city, 
often  have  congratulated  him  upon  the  recovery  of  his  voice.  No 
sooner,  however,  does  he  return  to  this  country,  than  his  old  hoarse- 
ness returns.     His  clinics  are  always  most  entertaining  and  instructive. 

The  opening  esercisea  last  month,  of  the  Woman's  Medical  College, 
which  is  located  at  No.  126  Second  Avenue,  were  of  a  most  interest- 
ing nature.  The  session  coneialfi  of  the  usual  period  of  five  months. 
The  introductory  addresa  was  delivered  by  Br,  Elizabeth  Blackwell, 
and  was  listened  to  with  fixed  attention  by  a  large  and  fashionable 
audience.  In  the  course  of  her  remarks,  ahe  stated  that  the  college 
comprised  nearly  twenty  female  students,  and  required  a  thorough  three 
years'  course  of  study.  When  desirable,  it  availed  itself  of  both  the 
wat«r-cure  and  botanic  treatment,  and  has  been  the  first  institution  in 
the  country  to  insUll  a  Professor  of  Hygiene.  Dr.  Blackwell  alluded 
to  the  increasing  liberality  experienced  by  society  at  large,  upon  the 
subject  of  woman  as  a  medical  practitioner,  and  concluded  by  the  hope 
that  soon  all  obstacles  to  her  finding  occupation  in  any  sphere  suited 
to  her  powers,  would  entirely  disappear. 

Interesting  addresses  were  also  made  by  Hon.  Henry  J.  Eaymond, 
and  by  Prof  Willard  Parker,  who  warmly  welcomed  women  to  medicine, 
as  one  of  those  spheres  to  which  they  are  peculiarly  adapted.  A  doc- 
tor ia  born,  not  made,  remarked  the  professor,  and  is  found  naturally 
in  both  sexes. 

Miss  Putnam,  a  daughter  of  a  member  of  the  well-known  publishing 
firm  of  Putnam  &,  Son  of  this  city,  has  recently  been  admitted  to  her 
first  medical  examination  in  Paris.  The  Minister  of  Public  Instrnc- 
tion,  some  time  since,  opened  the  gates  of  the  University  to  her,  and 


iM,Coo<^lc 


'COaHZSFONDGNCE.  39 

nowthey  arc  opened  to  all  female  medical  etudenlfi.  Since  Ae  haa  been 
in  Europe,  Miss  Putnam  lias  contributed  BSTcrail  admirable  medical 
articles  to  journals  in  this  country. 

Several  of  tbe  charitable  inatjtutions  of  tbis  city,  have  been  lately 
holding  their  anniversary  meetings.  Tbe  New  Yort  Society  for  the 
relief  of  ^he  raptured  and  crippled,  held  their  sixth  semi-annual  meet- 
ing, at  their  rooms,  No.  39  Bible  House.  There  has  been  contributed 
ten  thousand  dollars  of  tJic  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  required  to 
complete  their  hospital,  nov  in  course  of  erection  at  the  corner  of  Lex- 
ington Avenue  and  Forty-Second  Btreet.  Dr.  James  Knigbt,  the  resi- 
dent physician,  stated  in  his  report,  that  one  thousand  two  hundred 
and  sizty-uine  patients  bad  received  treatment  during  the  past  six 
months,  and  that  the  office  of  the  institution  was  not  large  enough  to 
afford,  at  times,  even  seats  for  the  cripples  applying  for  relief.  Hence, 
there  was  great  necessity  for  enlarged  a«commodation  and  means  to 
sustain  this  great  charity. 

There  are,  at  present,  in  the  New  York  State  Soldiers'  Home,  (Ira 
Harris'  Hospital),  over  tbree  hundred  maimed  and  crippled  soldiers, 
collected  from  all  portions  of  the  State,  but  more  especially  from  this 
«ity.  This  Home  commends  itaelf  to  the  consideration  of  the  benevo- 
lent and  patriotic  everywhere,  and  bespeaks  for  itself  that  warm  sym- 
pathy and  material  aid  to  which  tbe  men  wbo  have  sacrificed  so  much 
are  so  justly  entitled,  and  should  immediately  receive. 

Last  month,  the  annual  sermon  for  St.  Luke's  Home  for  Women, 
was  preached  in  Trinity  Chapel,  west  Twenty-Fifth  street,  by  Bev. 
Morgan  Diz,  D.  D.  Tbis  institution  is  located  in  Hudson  street,  oppo- 
site Orove  street,  and  is  well  known  in  certain  circles  for  its  care  of  the 
aged  poor  women  of  the  Episcopal  faith,  and  is  supported  by  the  dona- 
tions of  tbe  various  cburches  of  that  denomination  in  this  city. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  tbe  Woman's  Hospitat  Association  of 
New  York,  Dr.  Emmet's  report  for  the  year,  was  as  follows:  Admit- 
ted, two  hundred  and  twelve  patients;  discharged,  one  hundred  and 
sixty-eight;  cured,  one  hundred  and  thirty;  dismissed  as  unsuitable 
caseB,Bixteen;  leftwitbout  permission,  eight;  not  materially  benefitted, 
Acven;  deaths,  six;  remaining  in  hospital  on  November  1st,  forty. 

"The  governors  of  the  New  York  Hospital,  on  Broadway,  between 
Duane  and  Worth  streets,  finding  the  income  of  tbe  institution  inade- 
tpaie  to  its  support,  have  determined  to  lease  or  sell  tbe  property  now 
occupied,  which  has  become  immensely  valuable,  and  to  obtain  a  less 
expensive  locality  for  building.     Such  a  change  may  be  necessary  as  a 
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matter  of  econoiny ;  bat  the  removal  of  the  hospital  to  an  crtreme  part 
of  the  island,  as  ib  proposed,  would  greatl;  impair,  if  not  destroy  its 
usefulness.  Just  sDch  a  hospital  is  required  in  the  very  heart  of  the 
city,  where  it  will  be  accessible  in  alt  cases  of  emergency.  We  hope 
this  valuable  humaQe  institution  will  not  be  taken  out  of  the  city." 

This  hospital  was  chartered  as  long  ago  as  the  year  1771.  Contri- 
butions were  made  towards  it  iVom  London  and  other  places  in  Great 
Britain,  chiefly  at  the  solicitations  and  through  the  efforts  of  Drs.  Foth- 
crgill  and  Duncan.  Unfortunately,  in  February,  1775,  wben  nearly 
completed,  it  was  almost  totally  destroyed  by  fire.  Owing  to  this  mis- 
bap,  and  the  revolutionary  war,  the  hospital  was  not  re-built  and  ready 
for  the  admission  of  patients  until  January  3d,  1791.  Since  that  time, 
many  additions  and  improvements  have  been  made,  such  as  the  South 
Hospital,  erected  in  1806,  and  subsequently  demolished  and  re-bnitt  in 
1853-55,  and  the  North  Hospital,  erected  in  1841.  The  grounds  are 
handsomely  laid  out,  and  the  site  high,  and  well  adapted  for  free  ven- 
tilation. The  main  hospital  is  built  of  gray  stone,  in  the  simple  Doric 
style,  and  has  three  stories  with  a  basement.  In  the  third  story  is  the  - 
operating  theater.  This,  the  principal  building,  has  accommodations 
for  one  hundred  and  fifty  patients,  From  its  cupola  can  be  obtained  a 
fine  view  of  New  York  City,  harbor,  and  surrounding  country.  The 
South  Hospital  will  accommodate  some  two  hundred  and  fifty  patients, 
affording  each  patient  one  thousand  cubic  feet  of  space.  The  North 
Hospital  will  accommodate  about  one  hundred  and  fifteen  patients. 
The  hospital  is  under  the  management  of  a  board  of  twenty-sii  gov- 
ernors, elected  each  year  at  the  annual  meeting.  There  are  two  sur- 
gical divisions,  each  of  which  bas  a  resident  surgeon,  with  a  senior  and 
junior  assistant.  There  is  one  house  physician  who  has  charge  of 
the  medical  wards,  who  also  has  under  him  two  assistants.  For  its 
visiting  physicians  and  snrgconH,  it  bas  some  of  the  best  talent  in  the 
city,  as  for  instance,  Drs.  Willard  Parker,  W.  H.  Van  Buren,  Thomas 
M.  MarkoQ,  (xurdon  Buck,  &c.  The  New  York  Hospital  has  been  prin- 
cipally devoted  to  the  reception  of  those  patients  whose  diseases  were 
considered  curable — with  the  exception  of  cases  of  accidents,  which 
are  received  at  all  hours.  "The  following  three  classes  only  are  re- 
ceived: First — Those  without  means  of  payment,  who  are  admitted 
according  to  the  judgment  of  a  committee  on  their  several  cases.  Such 
patients  constitute  about  forty  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number  under 
treatment.  Second — Seamen,  paid  for  at  the  rate  of  seven  dollars  a 
week  from  the  ''hospital  money"  collected  under  the  laws  of  the  United 
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Stales;  and,  Third — Pay-patients" — male  patients  pay  eix  dollars  per 
irceL  board,  and  Tcmale  patients  fire  dollars.  Strangers  in  the  city, 
suddenly  attacked  with  sickness,  avail  themselves  of  the  advantages  of 
this  hospital.     Clinical  instniction  is  given  regularly  throughout  the 

In  1796,  a  library  was  founded,  and  now  contains  between  seven 
thousand  and  eight  thousand  volumes,  and  in  1840,  a  pathological  cab- 
inet was  commenced,  which  has  grown  to  immense  proportions. 

The  two  operating  theaters,  the  one  already  spoken  of,  in  the  main 
building,  and  the  other  in  the  South  Hospital,  will  accommodate  three 
hundred  students.  "It  is  thus  that  this  great  charity  becomes  not 
merely  a  hospital  for  the  relief  of  the  sick  and  infirm,  but  is  now 
recognized  as  a  centre  from  which  is  derived  a  large  share  of  that 
practical  knowledge  fbr  which  the  American  physician  has  become  so 
famous."  In  this  description,  and  in  others  that  are  to  follow,  wc  wish  to 
acknowledge  our  indebtedness  for  many  of  our  fact^,  to  a  valuable  work 
not  Jong  since  published,  entitled  "  The  Charities  of  New  York."  This 
work  is  a.  most  interesting  one,  and  contains  much  useful  information. 
But,  Mr.  Editor,  space  will  not  allow  us  to  proceed  further,  and  there- 
fore, wishing  you  and  every  reader  of  the  Wettern  Journal — especially 
our  fair  lady  readers — a  very  merry  christmas  and  happy  new  year,  we 
will  bid  yon  an  affectionate  farewell. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

Jahes  B.  Burnet,  M.  D. 


Castlbton,  Imdiana,  Beceubeb  21,  1868. 

Dr.  Parvin— 5^iV  :  I  have  been  interested  in  reading  a  report  of 
■A  Singular  Case,"  by  Dr.  Wm.  Mason  Turner,  of  Philadelphia,  in  the 
December  No.  of  your  Journal.  Inasmuch  as  I  was  once  called  to 
treat  a  similar  case — one  that  not  only  baffled  me,  but  a  number  of 
other  physicians — and  as  Dr.  T.  asks  "what  was  it?"  I  will  state  that 
the  conclusion  I  came  to  in  my  case  was,  Cardiac  Xeiirosis.  Had  I 
time  I  might  bring  forward  quite  an  array  of  evidence  upon  which  I 
predicate  this  opinion ;  but  like  a  certain  Indiana  Quarter- Master  anc« 
did,  I  will  content  myself  by  simply  referring  to  some  of  the  evidence, 
leaving  Dr.  T.  and  the  reader  to  "straiten  it  out  for  themselves." 

C.  Hnitdfielil  Joaea,  on  Functional  Xertov$  Diuatet,  {Cardiac  J\'f  u- 
ro$i*,)  pages  218,  219,  220,  cases  102,  103,  104,  &c.,  &q.     In  the  l^is- 


n,g,t,7rJM,COOglC 


42  nSTERN  JOUKNAL  OP  HEDICIME 

tory  of  lh«Be  cases  he  will  find  a  striking  BimilaTitj  to  his.  In  this 
connectioD,  I  think,  had  he  examined  the  "old  maa's"  urine,  he  might 
have  found  eome  a9sistaDce,^for  be  it  remembered,  the  "oldest  inhabit- 
ant" said  the  "old  man"  once  had  " rheumatii." 

I  suppose  iC  the  Doctor  has  not  pretty  thoroughly  touicised  the 
'old  man,"  he  will  have,  if  he  has  not  already  had,  an  opportunity  of 
lookiog  over  his  morning  paper  at  him,  in  another  "hullaballoo." 
Respectfully, 

ConNTHY  Doctor. 


THE  HYPODERMIC  SYRINGE  IN  GENERAL  PRACTICE. 

Mt  Dear  Prof.  Parvim:  When  a  student  of  medicine,  an  anec- 
dote was  related  from  one  of  the  professional  desks  in  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  to  the  effect  that  Dr.  Phyaick  was  once  called  to  reduce  a 
luxation  of  the  lower  jaw  of  a  woman  who  was  a  common  scold ;  luxa- 
ted in  one  of  her  fits  of  scolding.  Chloroform  being  then  unknown,  and 
the  patient  very  irritable,  his  efforts  at  reduction  failed;  so,  prescrib- 
ing a  pint  of  gin,  to  be  taken  in  half  tumbler  full  doses  every  half  hour 
untj]  she  was  tipsy,  he  left  ,her,  to  return  again  in  two  hours.  Upon 
his  return  at  the  specified  time,  he  found  the  gin  all  gone  and  the 
woman  sober!  Trying  again  to  reduce  her  jaw,  a  second  failure  was 
made.  Taking  a  cigar  from  bis  pocket  he  lit  it,  and  commenced  smok- 
ing, puffing  the  smoke  in  her  face,  requesting  her  to  take  very  full 
breaths.  In  l«n  or  fifteen  minutes  she  became  sick  at  the  stomach. 
was  relaxed,  and  then  he  found  no  difficulty  in  re-placing  the  jaw. 

The  moral  of  the  story  was,  that  It  required  a  good  deal  more  gin  to 
make  a  regular  gin  tippler,  though  a  woman,  drunk,  than  a  teetotaler,  man 
or  woman.  But  not  having  added  smoking  to  her  other  accomplish- 
ments, this  brought  about  the  necessary  relaxation.  This  was  re-called 
to  my  mind  by  reading  Dr.  Catlin's  letter,  publiBhed  in  your  most 
excellent  Journal  for  the  month  of  December. 

From  a  somewhat  extended  experience  with  the  hypodermic  syr- 
inge, in  general  practice,  having  used  it  perhaps,  not  lees  than  five 
hundred  times  during  the  last  five  years,  I  am  positively  prepared  to 
assert  that  people  who  are  not  habitual  opium  eaters,  in  central  Ohio, 
will  not  tolerate  ench  doses  of  morphia  as  Dr.  Catlin  uses,  without  the 
occurrence  of  the  most  distressing  sequelte,  in  a  majority  of  cascf. 
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If  Dr.  C.'s  patients  are  not  regular  opium  eaters,  or  he  ia  not  mistaken 
about  the  doses  used,  or  the  quality  of  morphia  different  from  that 
supplied  to  physiciaQB  in  this  city,  then  the  people  among  whom  his 
lot  is  cast,  bear  larger  doses  of  morphia  bj  hypodermic  injection,  than 
those  among  whom  the  writer  resides;  for,  if  he  used  such  doses  in 
central  Ohio,  he  would  speedily  reduce  them,  or  there  would  soon  be 
some  proceedings  before  a  coroner  in  which  he  would  have  some  per- 
sonal interest. 

Dr.  C,  in  his  letter,  states  that  he  treated  cholera  morbus  in  1825; 
therefore,  he  has  been  in  practice  forty-three  years  certainly,  posaibly 
more,  and  most  have  attained  that  period  of  life  when  enthusiasm  on 
most  subjects  has  been  very  much  toned  down,  and  all  statements  con- 
tribnted  for  publication  and  for  the  instruction  of  his  peers  in  the 
profession,  should  partalce  of  the  gravity  becoming  to  advancing  life; 
and  yet,  though  the  writer  is  just  a  little  enthusiastic  on  the  subject 
of  hypodermic  medication.  When  the  resnlts  of  Dr.  C.'s  experience 
is  contrasted  with  his  own,  they  are  found  to  differ  so  widely,  as  to 
nuke  it  absolutely  needfU  to  conclude  that  Dr.  C.  is  mistaken  in  some 
way.  And  the  purpose  of  his  letter  is  to  caution  any  of  your  readers, 
inexperienced  in  the  use  of  morphia  hypodermically,  from  using  the 
doses  he  names.  They  are  not  only  unnecessary,  but  positively  baz- 
ardooB.  It  is  seldom  that  the  same  dose  as  would  be  proper  and  requi- 
site by  the  mouth,  can  be  used  by  the  hypodermic  syringe,  without 
the  most  unpleasant  sequelee,  as  great  prostration,  alarm  at  the  abrupt 
change  of  feeling,  and  prolonged  and  distressingly  sick  stomach.  My 
own  experience  teaches  me  that  one-half  the  dose  by  mouth  need  sel- 
dom he  exceeded  by  the  hypodermic  syringe,  onleaa  utterly  regard- 
less of  consequences. 

A  very  carefully  prepared  article  by  the  writer,  on  the  subject,  was 
read  to  the  Mtakingttm  County  Ohio  Medical  Society,  at  its  meeting  in 
September  last,  and  published  in  the  St.  Lomi  Medical  Reporter,  for 
the  first  October  following,  which  may  doubtless  be  had  by  any  desir- 
ODB  of  knowing  the  results  of  a  somewhat  extended  experience. 

A  small  monograph,  entitled  "On  the  dynamics,  principles  and 
philosophy  of  organic  life — an  effort  to  obtain  definite  conceptions  of 
'How  do  medicines  produce  their  effects?'"  will  be  published  by  Mr.  P. 
M.  Finckard,  No.  510  Pine  street,  St.  Louis;  and  by  Messrs.  Balliere 
Brothers,  New  York;  and  by  Messrs.  Balliere,  Loudon  and  Paris, 
about  the  first  of  January,  1869,  written  by  your  present  correspond- 


n,g,t,7rJM,GOOglC 


44  WESTERN  JOVBNAL  OF  MEDICINE. 

ont,  which,  among  other  things,  traces  morphia  bj  hypodermic  injec- 
tion into,  through  aud  out  of  the  human  system,  trying  to  show  what 
it  does  and  how  it  does  it,  a  copy  of  which  will  soon  reach  you,  for 
criticism  and  review.  Z.  C.  McElbot, 

Zanesville,  Ohio,  December  22,  18G8. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY. 


THE  TRANSACTIONS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  MEDICAL  ASSO- 
CIATION. 

iDililuUd  IS4T.    Vol.  XIX.    FbllidBlpbla:  PrlntFdforllK-AauclntLoD.lSGS.    Pp.tn. 

The  National  Medical  Congress  met  in  Washington  last  May,  and 
had  an  interesting  aud  iustructive  meeting.  The  nest  meeting  is  to 
be  held  in  New  Orleans,  beginning  on  Tuesday,  the  4th  day  of  May. 
No  session  of  the  Association  has  ever  been  held  in  New  Orleans;  and 
for  that  and  other  reasons  we  may  expect  a  large  attendance,  notwith- 
Htanding  the  remoteness  of  that  city  from  the  residences  of  those  who 
have  been  the  most  constant  attendants  in  past  years. 

President  Gross'  address  is  the  first  paper  tn  the  volume.  The 
President  Tery  properly  regarded  himself  as  bound  to  look  over  the 
interests  of  tbe  Association,  and  make  such  recommendations  as,  in  his 
judgment,  might  tend  to  increase  its  usefulness,  aud  add  to  its  dignity 
and  importance. 

His  first  recommendation  was,  that  more  care  be  exercised  in  the 
admission  of  members.  Personally  be  would  be  very  liberal  in  this 
behaif,  but  the  habit  of  admitting  almost  anybody  that  applied  had 
been  complained  of,  and,  it  was  thought,  had  kept  some  old  and  influ- 
ential members  of  the  profession  at  a  distance. 

He  recommended  a  more  critical  editing  of  the  volume  of  Trans- 
actions, so  as  to  keep  out  papers  that  had  no  substantial  merit  of  origin-. 
ality. 

He  reviewed  the  subject  of  Medical  Education,  urging  concert  of 
uctioD  on  tbe  part  of  all  tbe  schools  id  amcDding  the  present  course  of 
study. 
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He  advised  tbe  establishment  of  meana  to  educate  pereons  to  the 
profeEBion  of  nuraing;  he  auggested  that  efforts  be  made  to  have  a 
suitable  medical  inaD  appointed  in  every  judicial  district,  to  assist  tbe 
anthoritiea  in  getting  at  the  truth  when  medical  facts  and  theories  are 
involved  in  any  suit  at  law;  he  desired  to  see  something  like  reason 
and  justice  have  a  voice  in  fixing  the  rank  and  pay  of  sargeons  in  the 
navy;  he  thought  great  good  would  eome  of  the  establishment  of  a 
naval  medical  school;  he  was  anxious  that  tbe  Association  should 
devise  a  method  for  preparing  and  publishing  a  register  of  pbysiciani; 
for  the  whole  country;  he  earnestly  advocated  the  organization  of  so- 
cieties for  the  relief  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  indigent  medical 
men;  he  wished  to  see  the  Association  lend  its  influence  toward  the 
institution  of  veterinary  colleges;  he  was  of  the  opinion  that  the 
organic  law  of  the  AsEociation  abould  be  altered  so  as  to  have  the 
Preaident  elected  by  ballot  instead  of,  aa  now,  merely  confirming  the 
selection  of  a  committee;  he  was  opposed  to  what  he  termed  the 
stringent  restrictions  placed  upon  the  aocial  aspect  of  the  Associa- 
tion by  a  vote  at  the  annual  meeting  at  Cincinnati;  and,  finally,  he 
was  impreased  with  a  conviction  that  the  annual  meetings  were  too 
short  to  insure  the  higheEt  good  they  were  capable  of  conferring. 

We  are  more  and  more  convinced  of  tbe  propriety  and  good  sense 
of  this  address,  and  the  Association  did  wisely  in  appointing  commit- 
tees to  investigate  many  of  these  points,  and  report  to  the  nest  an- 
nual meeting. 

Report  of  Che  Committee  oil  the  Rank  and  Regulationt  of  the  Med- 
ical Staff  of  the  United  Statet  Navy.  In  this  abort  paper  the  chair- 
man, Prof.  N.  S.  Davia,  states  that  be  fnrnishod  tbe  Heads  of  Depart- 
ments and  members  of  both  Houses  of  Congress  with  a  copy  of  the 
address  of  Dr,  Wood,  made  to  the  Association  last  year. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Medical  Elhici.  Dr.  H.  J.  Bowditeh 
made  the  report,  closing  with  two  resolutions:  First,  that  we  ehould 
look  to  the  qualifications  of  those  who  sought  profesaional  fellowship 
with  us,  and  ignore  tex  in  deciding  the  point.  This  resolution  was 
indefinitely  poatponed.  But  the  Association  need  not  hope  to  get  rid 
of  women  doctors  in  thia  way.  They  may  indefinitely  poatpone  the 
subject,  but  it  will  definitely  come  back  until  they  have  the  moral 
courage  to  meet  the  iaane  aquarely,  and  define  their  position  to  the 
world. 

The  second  resolution  was  in  reference  to  Dr.  Homberger,  who  was 
expelled  with  great  good  will. 
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The  Commiiue  on  Prize  Eaayi  received  four  papers,  but  none  of 
them  were  deemed  worthy  the  prise. 

Report  of  the  Committee  to  Revite  the  Plan  of  Organization,  was 
Uid  orer  for  coDsideration  next  year.  It  proposes  many  tmportsut 
changes  in  the  organic  law  of  the  Association. 

Raport  of  the  Committee  on  Medical  Education  was  made  by  Prof, 
A.  B.  Palmer,  chairman,  who  expresses  his  disapprobation  of  what 
was  proposed  by  the  convention  of  teachers  in  Cincinnati  in  1867,  and 
in  lieu  thereof,  presents  a  plan  of  his  own  concoction  that  he  deems 
feasible,  and  feels  sure  would  accompliBh  the  end  desired. 

The  Committee  on  Medical  Literature  began  their  service  by  re- 
questing all  the  publishers  of  medical  books  and  journals  iu  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  send  to  the  chairman  "  a  copy  of  all  medical  books,  pamph- 
lets, essays,  monographs,  periodicals,  reports,  lectures,  proceedings  of 
societies,  etc.,"  that  they  might  issue,  as  early  as  convenient  after  pub- 
lication. Up  to  the  time  of  writing  the  report,  no  publisher  had  found 
it  'convenient'  to  comply  with  this  simple,  not  to  say  modest,  request. 
By  some  means,  however,  not  clearly  defined,  the  committee  came  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  thirty-five  journals,  which  they 
name  by  title,  and  of  the  publication  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-nine 
books  and  pamphlets,  which  they  give  the  title  of,  also.  The  commit- 
tee declare  that  it  was  a  pretty  good  year  for  medical  pulflications,  bat 
a  very  poor  period  for  sending  them  around  to  committees. 

Report  OK  Imanity,  by  Chas.  A.  Lee,  M.  D.,  is  a  scientific  consid- 
eration of  the  subject,  giving  the  proportion  of  the  insane  to  the  whole 
population  in  various  countries,  etc.  He  considers  the  insane  in  the 
States  of  this  Union  severally,  and  the  provision  made  for  them,  and 
finds  it  inadequate.  He  points  out  a  better  and  less  expensive  plan 
of  caring  for  the  insane  than  that  now  in  vogue  in  this  country. 

John  B.  Chapin,  M.  D.,  contributes  a  paper  On  the  Provition  fen- 
the  Chronic  Inline.  He  argues  that  the  State  is  as  much  bound  to 
care  for  its  chronic  insane  as  for  its  acute,  and,  like  Dr.  Lee,  advocates 
a  simpler  and  more  economical  plan  of  providing  for  most  of  them  in 
communities  on  a  large  farm. 

Report  on  Topography,  Climatology  and  Epidemic  Diteans  of  Wett 
Virginia,  by  Dr.  E.  Hildrelh.  West  Virginia  is  a  State  of  mountains, 
and  haa  a  great  deal  of  topography  and  climatology,  but  not  much  epi- 
demic disease.  It  is  fall  of  minerals  and  mineral  springs.  We  notice 
that  in  1866  nearly  sixty-two  inches  of  rain  fell  in  the  western  part  of 
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the  State,  and  in  1863  but  about  thirty-aeTen  iDcbes.  Quit«  wide  es- 
Iremes. 

A  short  and  ialereBting  Repirrt  on  iHe  Climatology  and  Epidemic 
Diteaut  of  the  Dint,  of  Columbia,  is  made  by  Prof.  AntiBell.  Prof.  A. 
tbinke  consamption  especially  rife  id  Wasbiogton  City — not  amoDg  tbe 
pennanent  inbabitante,  but  among  the  department  clerks  who  come 
^om  the  mral  districts. 

Rep&rl  on  Medical  Topograph/,  Meteorology,  and  Epidemic  Dit- 
eatet  of  Texat,  by  T.  J.  Heard,  M.  D.  This  opens  with  a  brief  account 
of  tbe  general  subject,  and  then  treats  at  great  length  of  the  epidemic 
of  yellow  fever  in  1867,  Tbe  mean  annual  average  of  rain  fall  for 
eight  years,  1856-65,  was  30.67  inches. 

Dr.  Condie'a  Report  on  the  DiKotes  of  Pennrylvania,  presents  nothing 
peculiar,  but  the  Doctor  thinks  consumption  is  relatively  on  tbe  in- 
crease. 

The  Conveyance  of  Cholera  from  ffindotlan  through  A»>a,  to  Eiurope 
and  America,  illustrated  by  four  fine  diagrammatic  maps,  is  quite  in- 
telligible and  very  likely  true. 

A  Serie*  of  Plant  for  the  Colleclian  and  Stattttieal  Arrangemenlt  of 
Faclt  in  Regard  to  Ctimatological  and  Sanitary  CondiHont  of  the  va- 
riout  Stales,  were  prepared  by  Wm.  R.  Tboms,  M.  D.  There  can  be 
no  doubt  that  tbe  time  has  fully  arrived  when  tbe  Am.  Med.  Abb.  ought 
to  adopt  some  uniform  method  of  having  its  statistical  and  scientific 
reports  of  this  character  made.  Whether  the  plan  presented  by  Dr. 
Tboms  is  tbe  best,  we  can  not  decide,  but  tbe  Doctor  has  paid  much 
attention  to  these  affairs,  and  seems  to  take  hold  of  them  con  amore. 
The  past  volumes  of  the  Transactions  contain  immense  papers  on  these 
subjects,  but  so  irregular  and  confused  in  their  arrangement  as  to  be 
but  of  very  little  value. 

Report  on  American  Medical  Necrology,  made  by  Dr.  C.  C.  Cox, 
records  tbe  death  of  eighty-eight  of  tbe  members  of  tbe  Association 
which  had  come  to  his  knowledge  since  the  last  annual  meeting.  Tbe 
chairman  bad  given  such  obituary  notices  of  them  aa  he  was  able  to 
obtain — some  pretty  full,  others  a  mere  mention  of  time  of  decease. 
During  the  year,  many  eminent  men  of  the  profession  went  to  their 
final  rest. 

Dr.  J.  8,  Hildretb  of  Illinois,  read  the  Report  of  the  CommitUe.  on 
Ophthalmology.  The  object  of  his  paper  is  to  arouse  attention  to  tbe 
claims  of  ophthalmology  upon  tbe  profession,  and  does  so  by  showing 
the  advances  made  in  this  branch  of  medical  science,  and  what  is  re- 
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rjuired  in  order  that  dieeaEes  of  tho  eye  may  receive  the  attention  they 
demand  from  the  profession.  This  demand  is  to  be  met,  "First — By 
increased  accommodations  for  this  class  of  patients,  the  present  beiu;-' 
entirely  inadequate.  Second — By  providing  for  a  more  general,  thor- 
ough instruction."  The  author  thinlcs  that  the  instruction  given  on 
this  subject  in  our  medical  schools,  entirely  insufiicient,  and  that  a 
general  understanding  of  ophthalmology  should  be  requited  by  all  can- 
didates for  the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine. 

Dr.  L.  A.  Sayre  of  New  York,  presented  a  Report  ore  the  Treatment 
of  Club-Fool  icithovt  Tenotomy.  Dr.  Sayre  holds  that  in  the  vast  ma- 
jority of  cases  of  club-foot,  the  essential  lesion  is  paralysis  and  not 
spasm  of  a  certain  muscle  or  group  of  muscles.  The  correctness  of 
this  idea  being  admitted,  the  indications  for  treatment  are,  "Firtl — To 
restore  the  foot  to  its  normal  position,  and  to  so  retain  it;  and  Seeoad — 
To  seek  to  develop  the  paralysed  muscles,  that  they  may  at  last  be 
sufficient  of  themselves  to  counteract  those  acting  in  opposition."  He 
insists  that  the  earlier  we  begin  the  treatment,  the  more  surely  and 
more  rapidly  will  success  follow.  Various  methods  of  treatment  are 
noticed  and  objections  to  them  pointed  out.  tn  the  majority  of  con- 
genital deformities,  if  talcen  immediately  after  birth,  the  hand  can 
readily  bring  the  foot  into  its  normal  position,  while  it  can  be  easily 
retained  there  by  the  simple  application  of  adltenve  plaster.  Full  di- 
rections for  applying  this  are  given.  Cases  occur  in  which  tbe  muscu- 
lar rigidity  will  not  yield  readily  to  manipulation ;  in  these,  a  constant 
tractile  force  becomes  necessary.  For  keeping  this  up,  the  plan  sug- 
gested by  Mr.  Kichard  Barwell  of  London,  is  considered  by  far  tbe 
best.  In  this  plan,  the  elastic  force  of  rubber  tubing  is  employed. 
Full  directions  are  given  in  reference  to  the  plan  of  treatment. 

Dr.  Sayre  believes  that  in  most  cases,  tenotomy  is  not  only  useless. 
hut  positively  injurious— that  only  in  those  cases  where  the  muselef 
heve  become  permanently  shortened  or  the  fasciae  have  become  con- 
tracted OS  the  result  of  inflammation,  is  tenotomy  justifiable. 

An  improved  club-foot  shoe  is  illustrated  and  described,  aud  a  num- 
ber of  cases  reported  in  detail,  illustrative  of  Dr.  Sayre's  plan  of  treat- 
ment. 

We  regard  this  report  as  a  valuable  one,  and  believe  that  it  is  well 
calculated  to  lead  to  a  more  philosophical  treatment  of  club-foot  than 
that  usually  instituted. 

Dr.  Gurdon  Buck  presented  A  New  Method  of  RecottUriiciing  thi: 
Lotcer  Lip,  nfter  iti  Removal  /or  J}iteaie,  illuttrafed  by  Tu:o  Cases  of 
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Epithelioma.  With  the  accompftnyiiig  drairings,  Dr.  B.  hxs  m&de  a 
very  pUio  presentatioD  of  a  v«ry  neat  and  satiafactory  operation. 

A  New  Treatment /or  Congenital  Talipet,  bj  Dr.  I.  N.  Qaimby,  con- 
ststB  of  the  application  of  adheeive  straps  and  a  roller,  when  the  child 
is  from  three  to  four  weeks  old. 

Tlie  Treatment  of  Sffphili»  htf  Hypodermic  Injeetitm,  is  recommended 
by  Dr.  L.  Elsberg;  but  ve  qnestioD  whether  the  method  has  any  spe- 
cial advantages. 

Dr.  P.  F.  Eve's  Safe  and  Effectual  Operation  f&r  the  Radical  Cure 
of  Viirieocele,  consists  of  catting  away  of  a  part  of  the  thickened  scro- 
toiD,  and,  if  necessary,  tying  the  enlarged  veins  with  animal  ligatures. 


A  HANDBOOK  OF  VACCINATION. 


For  two  generations  no  separate  work  on  vaccination  has  issued 
from  the  press.  It  is  tme  that  nearly  every  standard  work  on  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine  has  treated  the  subject  more  or  less  fully,  but  still 
much  has  been  lell  unsaid  that  was  imperiously  demanded  for  the  Aill 
cultivation  of  the  student  in  this  branch  of  medical  science. 

As  the  consequence  of  this  8tat«  of  affairs,  tbeie  is  now  existing 
among  practising  physicians,  a  great  want  of  a  clear,  well-defined  and 
unwavering  idea  of  what  vaccination  is,  and  how  far  it  can  be  relied 
on  to  prevent  variola.  To  one  who  has  made  no  inquiry  iu  this  direc- 
tion, this  declaration  may  seem  like  a  wanton  and  unsupported  charge 
against  the  profession.  But  let  any  one  investigate  the  premises,  and 
he  will  be  surprised  to  find  how  many  practitioners  in  good  standing 
there  are  who  have  no  well-settled  oonvictjons  whether  it  were  better 
to  vaeoinate  a  child  within  the  first  year  of  its  age,  or  wait  until  it  be 
five;  nor  are  they  sure  whether  vaccination  is  a  certain  protection 
against  variola ;  whether  we  should  re-vaccinate;  whether  it  is  possible 
to  tell,  by  examining  the  cicatrix,  the  amount  of  protection;  whether 
the  virus  recently  fVom  the  oow  is  better  than  that  long  descended 
through  human  systems ;  whether  scrof\i1a  may  he  transmitted  through 
vaccination,  or,  worse  still,  syphilis;  and  have  no  definite  oonclusions 
on  many  other  points  relating  to  vaooination,  whereon  they  should  be 
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■atiefied,  if  possible,  both  for  tiie  ease  of  their  otrn  conBciencen,  xni 
the  welfare  of  those  who  are  committed  to  their  professional  care. 

Now,  here  is  a  manual  on  vaccination  that  begins  at  the  beginning, 
and  pursues  the  theme  systematically  to  the  end.  In  its  fourteen 
chapters,  one  hundred  and  fourteen  sections,  and  then  various  sub-di- 
visions, the  reader  will  find  everything  pertaining  to  the  subject  fitlly, 
bnt  not  tiresomely,  dieoussed,  and  even  the  busy  practitioner  will  dis- 
cover the  numerous  sub-divisions  so  clearly  head-lined  that  he  can, 
in  a  moment,  refer  to  any  part  of  the  sulqect  he  may  desire. 

Let  US  hope  that  this  manual  will  find  its  way  to  the  library  of 
every  physician  who  has  not  already  fully  studied  vaccination  in  all  its 
relations,  and  that  it  will  prove  the  harbinger  of  that  better  day  when 
the  priceless  boon  given  to  mankind,  through  the  instrumentality  of 
Jenner,  may  be  perfectly  understood,  and  its  real  merits  fully  appre- 
ciated. J.  F.  H. 


A.  TREATISE  ON  PHYSIOLOGY  AND  HYGIENE,  FOR  COL- 
LEGES, SCHOOLS  AND  FAMILIES. 

BY  J.  C.  DALTON,  U.  D., 

PrA.  or  Phj'ilolcigj  tn  the  Oolite*  vf  Phfilelaiu  ud  BargMmi,  Haw  T«rk :  with  IllulnUnai. 

1I*«  lotk :  Hniptr  A  Bntlian.    IBSa.    Pp.  t»9. 


It  is  gmtil^iog  to  know  that  our  common  schools  and  colleges  have 
within  their  reach  a  work  on  physiology,  written  by  the  best  author 
in  that  branch  of  medical  science  who  uses  the  English  language. 

There  can  be  -no  doubt  that  Prof.  Dalton  has  done  more  to  give  a 
correct  knowledge  of  physiology  to  medical  students  than  any  prece- 
ding author,  and  we  find  he  has  brought  the  same  scientific  accuracy 
the  aame  good  common  sense,  into  this  little  work,  that  is  so  marked  a 
feature  in  his  more  elaborate  treatise. 

He  has  always  manifested  a  remarkable  aptness  in  the  force  and 
simplicity  of  his  language  to  illustrate  the  ideas  he  wishes  to  present, 
and  in  the  work  before  us,  he  has  lost  nothing  of  this  good  repntation. 

He  has  avoided  the  use  of  professional  terms  in  this  school-book 
as  far  as  possible,  and  at  the  end  of  the  volume  has  added  a  glossary 
to  explain  such  as  could  not  be  dispensed  with. 

The  book  is  divided  into  four. sections:  I.  The  mechanical  struc- 
ture of  the  hnman  body;  II.  Its  nutrition;  til.  The  nervous  system; 
and  IV.  The  developement  of  the  body. 
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There  sre  eighteen  ekapters,  each  followed  by  a  Beries  of  questioiiB 
pertinent  thereto,  the  whole  lUnstrated  by  sixty-Bevea  wood-onte,  admi- 
rably adapted  to  the  end  id  view. 

We  hope  to  see  this  excellent  book  introduced  into,  and  adopted 
by,  oar  c«niBOii  oducaUonal  institations  at  an  early  day.      J.  F.  H. 


INTRODUCTOBY  ADDBBSS,  DELIVERED  BEFORE  THE 
CLASS  OF  THE  MEDICAL  COLLEGE  OF  OHIO,  TUES- 
DAY, OCTOBER  6,  1868. 

BY  THXOFHILCB  FAaVIN,  H.  O., 
PrDlMtOT  »f  MeUal  ud  Snrflut  DtoMMt  of  Woea. 

This  addresB  will  commend  iteelf  to  every  right-thinking  man,  as  a 
chaste,  earnest,  truthful  effort  to  present  the  real  atatus  of  the  physi- 
cian; to  declare  tlie  end  that  all  should  seek,  and  tbe  means  whereby 
tKat  end  may  be  attained. 

We  are  not  of  those  who  think  tbe  physician  is  a  better  or  a  wiser 
man  than  his  fellow-men ;  that  he  is  not  appreciated  by  the  community ; 
that  he  makes  sacrifices  which  pass  unnoticed;  and  that  he  performs 
much  service  that  goes  unrequited.  On  tbe  contrary,  we  regard  doc- 
tors as  a  fragment  of  the  human  family,  who  are  just  as  good,  and  no 
better  than  a  like  fragment  taken  from  the  same  walks  in  life,  and 
trained  to  any  other  business.  It  is  not  the  calling  [that  makes  the 
man,  bat  the  faithfiilaesB  with  which  one  performs  the  duties  and  ful- 
fills the  responsibilities  that  pertain  to  the  position  he  occupies,  that 
seals  his  manhood,  or  marks  him  for  reprobation. 

It  IB  because  Prof.  P.  declares,  "It  is  my  desire  to  show  that  med- 
ical study  and  practice  meet  the  highest  purpose  of  earthly  exbtence," 
and  then,  with  artistic  skill,  draws  the  picture  of  the  hnmanly  perfect 
physician,  that  we  so  much  wish  that  every  one  could  have  this  ideal 
before  his  eyes  continually,  and  never  feel  satisfied  with  himself  except 
when  -striving  to  attain  t«  its  excellence. 

Seme  one  has  said  that  the  study  of  medicine  tends  to  produce 
atheistical  notions;  but  to  us  it  seems  a  preposterous  idea;  the  studj 
of  the  starry  heavens  themselves  does  not  move  surely  lead  to  the  con- 
victiofl  of  one  omnipotent,  allvrise,  evMlastlBg  God,  than  does  the  study 
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of  medicine.  Aflei  eoforciD^  this  view,  the  speaker  gives  as  thtssen- 
teations  phrase:  "  An  undevout phgndan  ii  mad." 

The  address  teaches  as,  too,  that  the  atndy  of  medicine  ezpaods 
the  intellect,  enlarges  and  ealightens  onr  moral  natare,  cnltiTates  oar 
sense  of  the  beantifhl,  and  brings  us  into  harmony  with  all  that  ia  no- 
ble, just  and  true.  And  certainly  the  practice  of  onr  profession  shonld 
stjmalata  our  benevolence,  increase  oar  humanity,  excite  id  ns  humility, 
banish  all  idleness,  mental  and  physical,  and  fairly  fill  oar  souls  with, 
charity,  the  greatest  of  human  virtues. 

But,  alas !  how  few  of  us  have  lived  up  to  onr  privileges,  and  given 
domicile  in  our  souls  to  these  enumerated  virtues  I  How  many  of  us 
have  failed  to  act  the  censor  to  ourselves,  severally,  and,  instead  of 
introverting  oar  vision  and  searching  out,  condemning  and  amending 
our  own  shortoomings,  have  busied  ourselves  with  seeking  out  the  foi- 
bles of  onr  professional  neighbor,  and  striving  to  make  mountains  out 
ef  his  molehills,  that  in  their  dark  shadows  we  may  have  some  chance 
to  hide  our  own  imperfections.  That  such  ignobility  exists  among  na 
is  nothing  against  the  science  or  the  art  of  medicine,  but  every- 
thing against  the  individual  ,who  has  failed  to  be  inspired  by  its  t«n- 
dencies.  Perhaps  some  of  as  woald  be  better  if  the  perfect  ideal  were 
more  frequently  brought  home  to  our  observation;  let  ub,  therefore, 
give  thanks  to  the  author  of  this  address  for  the  bright  picture  he  has 
drawn,  and  make  a  hearty  welcome  to  the  lesson  of  improvement  he 
has  given  us,  # 


THE   OPIUM   HABIT,   WITH   SUGGESTIONS   AS   TO   THE 
REMEDY.  

Pabllihsd  bj  HarpK  *  Brothm,  Taw  York.    B«*lTed  throocb  Bemn,  Slawart  A  Co.,  Indl- 


Tbis  is  a  patch-work  book.  The  first  seventy-six  pages  arsr  the 
experiences  of  the  unknown  author  in  his  Buecessfnl  attempt  to  aban- 
don the  use  of  opium;  then  follow  some  two  hundred  and  fifty-nine 
pages  from  De  Quincey,*  Coleridge,  Fits  Hugh  Ludlow,  with  nar- 
ratives, in  reference  to  the  use  of  opium,  of  William  Blair,  of  Ban- 
4olph,  Wiiberforce,  etc.,  etc.  We  certainly  can  approve  the  wisdom 
of  the  selections,  for  they  are  both  pertinent  and  interesting.    Take 


tba  nanu,  DikUi  it  Da  QdIdd]i. 
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th«  book  as  a  vhole,  aitd  we  heartily  commend  it  to  both  lay  and  pro- 
fieuioDsl  readers. 

Not  the  least  interestiag  portions,  though  for  many  years  familiar 
to  ne,  are  those  relating  to  De  Qnincey  and  Coleridge.  It  is  some- 
what remarkable  that  these  two  men  of  snob  wonderful  endowments 
and  caltare,  between  whom  there  existed  for  years  an  ardent  friend- 
ship, should  both  have  been  opium-eaters,  and  in  eaeh  the  habit  induced 
by  originally  taking  the  narcotic  for  the  relief  of  physical  suffering. 
The  genins  of  the  "rapt  one  of  the  God-like  brow,"  for  thas  Words- 
worth speaks  of  the  wonderful  Coleridge,  attracted  De  Quinoey  when 
quite  a  young  man  to  him,  coming  with  something  of  that  old  spirit 
of  discipleship  which  Carlyle  so  berates  the  present  age  for  being 
deficient  in;  even  his  residence  m  the  "Lake  Oonntry"  of  Eng- 
land, a  region  of  romantic  beauty,  was  determined  on  partly  that  he 
a^ht  be  near  his  great  master.  There  is  still  standing,  or  at  least 
tbere  was  standing  in  1852,  when  with  a  knapsack  upon  our  back  we 
visited  that  part  of  England,  the  house  in  which  De  Quincey  lived, 
and  where  we  belieye  his  terrible  stm^les  to  emancipate  himself  from 
the  dominion  of  opium-eating  occurred — struggles  which  in  spite  of 
his  own  statements  and  of  popular  belief  to  the  contrary,  were  in  vain. 
On  this  point  we  are  glad  to  find  the  author  of  this  book  quoting  Mrs. 
Gordon,  the  daughter  of  Prof.  Wilson,  who  in  the  life  of  her  father, 
states  that  while  De  Quincey  asserted  to  the  last  he  had  abandoned  his 
pernicious  habit,  it  was  only  modified — never  abandoned.  When  in 
Edinburgh  in  1864,  we  received  from  ♦one  who  knew  De  Quincey  inti- 
mately and  at  whose  house  he  was  a  frequent  visitor,  a  similar  state- 
ment— he  would  beg  for  laudanum  at  night,  and  then  continue  his 
literary  labors  under  its  inspiration  until  the  dawn;  pursued  by  bailiffs 
to  he  arrested  for  debt,  he  would  seek  pecuniary  favors  which  he  would 
never  have  required  had  he  properly  cared  for  his  patrimony,  or  indeed 
faithfully  peH'onued  all  his  literary  engagements,  and  carefully  hus- 
banded their  results. 

Coleridge,  on  the  other  hand,  did  reform,  and  in  the  calm  evening 
of  his  days  was  wholly  exempt  from  the  vice  which  for  many  years 
had  marred  hia  usefulness  and  his  happiness,  and  made  him  so  shame- 
fully negligent  of  his  duties  as  husband  and  father. 

Let  a  man  study  the  lives  of  these  two  men  if  he  would  justly  ap- 
preciate the  terrible  curse  of  opium-eating,  even  when  indulged  in  by 

•MIh  Blackwciod.  duDghter  of  tht  ortgliul  pnbllibsr  *nd  ilabir  of  ilit  pmsut  pobUiliiT  at 
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those  whosfr  richly  stored  miads  and  wonderful  geoisB  could  elicit  the 
highest  pleasure  and  the  most  munificent  visions  possible  under  such 
induIgeDce.  He  will  thus  be  all  the  better  fitted,  shonld  he  be  in  peril 
of  the  habit,  to  trample  it  in  the  dnst,  and  all  the  better  fitted  too,  to 
warn  others  who  may  be  treading  the  verge  of  a  fearful  abyss  frouk 
whose  depths  so  few  are  ever  permanently  rescued. 

One  day,  this  by  the  way,  howerer,  we  hope  to  bare  the  time  to 
show  that  medicine  owes  somewhat  to  Coleridge,  more  especially  as  it 
pertains  to  his  theory  of  life,  a  theory  which,  with  some  modifications, 
we  believe,  has  within  a  few  years  been  adopted  and  adv'bcated  by  one 
of  the  leading  London  physicians.  T.  P. 


A  TREATISE  ON  THE  PRINCIPLES  AND  PRACTICE  OF  MED- 
ICINE; DESIGNED  FOR  THE  USB  OF  PRACTITIONER* 
AND  STUDENTS  OF  MEDICINE. 


BY  AUSTIN  PLIMT,  M.  D., 


The  second  edition  of  "  Flint's  Practice,"  was  issued  only  two  years 
uooe,  and  now  the  third  edition,  thoroughly  revised,  is  given  to  the 
profession.  Such  a  demand  for  this  work  is  unequivocal  evidence  of 
the  high  appreciation  entertained  for  it  on  the  part  of  physicians,  and 
also  would  seem  to  render  needless  all  critical  consideration  of  it..  The 
previous  editions  have  received  hearty  commendation  in  this  JonRHAL, 
Bad  now  we  can  but  reiterate  those  praises,  adding  that  this  last  edi- 
tion evidences  the  careful  revision  of  its  author,  bo  that  the  work  i& 
'brought  fully  up  with  all  the  recent  advances  in  medicine.  Wc  heart- 
ily trust  that  its  able,  emioent  and  most  iadnstrions  author  may  be 
spared  to  see  many  subsequent  editions  of  this,  the  great  crown  of  his 
profeBsiooal  life.  T.  P. 

OBITUARY. 

Pabis,  Ilunou,  1868. 
Died,  in  this  place,  on  Tuesday,  November  24th,  after  a  brief  ill- 
ness, of  congestion  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  Henry  W.  Davis,  H- 
D.,  in  the  forty-second  year  of  his  age. 
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Dr.  Davis  began  the  Htud;  of  medicine  in  Csiliele,  Indiana,  with 
his  uncle,  Dr.  Helms,  and  concluded  while  attending  Medical  College 
in  B&ltimore,  as  priTate  student  of  Prof.  Samuel  Chew,  M.  D.,  and 
graduated  at  the  same  college  in  the  spring  of  1852.  In  1854  he  loca- 
ted in  this  place,  and  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  (associated  . 
with  Dr.  John  Tenbroeck,)  which  he  pursued  with  great  credit  and  sat- 
isfaction to  himself  and  his  patrons  until  April,  1861.  On  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  rebellion,  he  entered  the  service  as  a  private,  company 
E.,  twelfth  Illinois  infantry  volunteers.  Shortly  after  reaching  Spring- 
field, he  went  before  the  State  Board  of  Medical  Examiners,  and  was 
made  a  surgeon  of  volnnteers,  and  immediately  became  a  member  of 
the  board,  which  position  he  held  until,  by  his  request,  he  was  8p> 
pointed  sui^eon  of  the  eighteenth  regiment  Illinois  infantry  volun- 
teers, viUt  which  he  served  until  made  assistant  surgeon  United  States 
volunteers,  and  assigned  as  Inspector  of  the  sixteenth  A.  C. 

In  1865  he  was  promoted  to  surgeon  United  States  volunteers,  and 
assigned  to  duty  as  Medical  Director,  Department  West  Kentucky^ 
with  head -quarters  at  Paducahj  where  be  continued  until  the  close  of 
the  war. 

Since  Dr.  Davis  became  a  citiieu  of  this  State,  he  has  been  notably 
identified  with  all  medical  organizations  of  county,  district  and  State, 
and  his  name  is  recorded  in  each  as  the  anthor  of  valuable  contribu- 
tions to  their  medical  archives. 

From  the  effects  of  a  dissection -wound,  received  while  on  duty  at 
Little  Rook,  Arkansas,  he  was  disabled  from  engaging  in  the  general 
practice  of  medicine;  but  he  gave  his  attention  to  surgery,  in  which 
he  excelled,  and  to  which  he  was  speoially  devoted.  Few  men  enjoyed 
more  of  the  confidence  and  admiration  of  his  associateB  than  Dr.  Da- 
vis, and  none  died  more  lamented  for  his  professional,  literary  and  so- 
cial accomplishments. 

At  a  UEETiMOof  the  class  of  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  were  adopted  as  a  mark  of  respect  for  the  memory 
of  William  H.  H.  Austin,  a  fellow-student,  who  died  of  typhoid-fever, 
on  Wednesday,  December  16th,  1868,  between  the  hours  of  eight  and 
nine  a.  .H 

Whebeas,  It  has  pleased  Him  whose  mysteries  are  past  finding 
out,  to  remove  from  our  midst  our  classmate,  William  H.  H.  Austin, 
in  whom  we  recognized  a  faithiul  student,  genial  companion  and  chriE- 
tian  gentleman.     Therefore,  he  it 
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Rttolved,  That  in  the  detttb  of  Mr.  Anstin  the  class  has  lost  a  good 
and  mnch  respected  member,  and  the  community  in  which  he  lived  s 
mnch  esteemed  citicen. 

Raolved,  That  while  we  submit  to  the  will  of  Him  who  ruleth  all 
things,  we  deeply  sjmpathite  with  the  friends  of  the  deceased — we  ten- 
der them  OUT  sincere  and  nuaffecled  ooudolence  in  their  sad  bereave- 
ment. 

Betolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  presented  to  the  pa- 
rents of  the  deceaaed,  and  that  they  be  published  in  the  Western  Jour- 
nal of  Medicine.  P.  A.  PoWBLl, 
G.  F.  Thomin, 
W.  E.  De  Cocbcy, 
E.  J.  Galbeaith, 

CbmmUlee. 
B.  W.  SuiLiVAN.  Secretary.  0.  H.  Saxton,  Chairman. 


MISCELLANY. 


Ba&oh  James  de  Rothschild. — The  great  financier  bad  much  to 
do  with  our  profession.  Dupuytren  owed  to  him  a  great  part  of  the 
large  fortune  which  he  left  his  daughter.  The  great  surgeon  treated 
the  great  financier  for  a  fractured  thigh,  and  Rothschild  paid  him  one 
hundred  thousand  francs  for  his  attendance.  Moreover,  Dupuytren 
left  his  fee  in  his  patient's  bank,  where  it  multiplied  enormously  by 
participating  in  the  good  fortune  of  a  house  that  never  knew  reverses. 
To  the  five  million  francs  which  Dupuytren  lefl,  Rothschild's  one  hun- 
dred thousand  francs  contributed  not  a  trifle.  Dupuytren  knew  this 
well,  and  was  terribly  mortified  when  he  learned  that  Astley  Cooper 
had  left  a  fortune  of  eleven  million  franca,  the  whole  of  it  acquired  dj 
practice.  M.  Rayer  was,  nntil  his  death,  the  physician  as  well  as  the 
mend  of  the  Baron,  who  persuaded  him  to  buy,  when  it  could  be  had 
at  a  low  figure,  the  beautiful  hotel  of  the  Rue  de  Londres,  which  has 
since  qnaorupled  in  value.  Rothschild  has  been  the  efficient  patron 
of  many  of  our  confrere*,  especially  those  of  his  own  persuasion,  MM. 
Madl  and  Gruby  among  others.  In  his  later  years  be  fell  into  the  bands 
of  the  homoeopathists.  The  Paris  sight-seeing  public  had  been  terri- 
bly disappointed  at  not  seeing  the  splendid  funeral  procession  it  ex- 
pected. It  was  of  the  humblest  kind;  hut  that  this  has  not  resulted 
from  parsimony,  the  liberalities  which  have  been  showered  upon  the 
poor  of  Paris  by  the  Baron's  widow  testify. —  Union  Medicale. 
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A  Dropped  Fee. — A  celebrated  surgeon  iraa  called  in  conaulUtion, 
a  few  days  since,  to  the  hoose  of  Count  B.,  wlio  slipped  a  lonis  d'or 
into  his  uand  as  he  was  leaving.  This  was  poor  pay,  and  our  snrgeon 
is  DO  lover  of  poor  pay.  Making  a  grimace,  he  let  his  louia  fall,  and 
the  Count  stooped  down,  picked  it  up  and  restored  it  to  the  Dootor. 
The  surgeon,  however,  a  topped  down  in  his  turn,  and  pretended  to  be 
looking  for  something.  "What  do  yon  seek,  Doctor?"  was  the  ques- 
tion.    "I  am  looking  for  the  other." — Prate  Beige. 

Quacks  and  Qdackebibs. — It  may  be  expected  from  what  I  have 
already  said,  that  I  shall  forthwith  proceed  to  call  in  question  the 
consort  of  the  people  with  quacks ;  or  pass  an  anathema  on  quacks  and 
qoackery  individutly  and  collective^.  From  this  I  abstain.  Consort 
of  the  community  with  quacks  is  bo  obviously  the  result  of  ignorance, 
that  if  the  most  moderate  share  of  attention  were  given  to  the  subject, 
if  a  tithe  of  the  attention  I  have  prayed  on  behalf  of  the  profession 
itself  were  given  to  the  subject,  communion  with  quacks  and  their  fool- 
ish arte  wonld  naturally  cease.  Aa  to  the  qnacka,  to  notice  them  were 
to  elevate  them.  Belonging  strictly  to  the  worst  of  the  criminal 
classes,  they  are  moved  by  no  sentiments  which  the  most  acute  oriti- 
oisms  could  touch.  A  professed  gambler  may  have  sense  of  honor,  a 
pickpocket  may  hare  skill,  a  professed  burglar  may  have  courage;  the 
professed  quack  has  the  sins  of  them  all,  the  saving  qualities  of  none. 
He  is,  because  he  is  permitted,  a  forced  necessity  of  morbid  minds. 
One  thing  only  would  I  note  in  bis  history  as  most  wonderful,  viz : 
that  the  grand  disseminators  of  human  knowledge,  the  grand  teachers 
of  moral  truths,  the  proprietors  of  the  fourth  estate  allow  him  un- 
blusbingly  to  deface  liieir  fair  pages  with  his  falsehood,  his  snares,  his 
open  loathsome  sin.  Day  by  day  the  press,  in  daring  faultless  lan- 
guage, and  sentiment,  exposes  vice  and  purifies  the  thought  of  the 
vorld;  day  by  day,  in  the  greater  number  of  its  organs,  it  sells  itself 
to  the  advertisement  of  immoralities  worse  than  the  worst  it  endeavors 
to  remove. — From  Dr.  Bieliardtoa't  addren  to  the  St.  Andreici  Med- 
ical Oraduatet'  Astoeiatiott. 


EDITORIAL  AND  MEDICAL  NEWS. 

Ona  C0NTBIBUT0B8  have  been  bo  generous  that  but  little  space  ia 
left  for  any  words  from  the  editor. 

We  are  sure  that  our  readers  will  readily  judge  this  the  best  number 
of  the  Western  Journal  op  Medicine  ever  issued.  And  we  trust  that 
the  future  numbers  of  the  Journal  shall  be  equally  good,  if  not  still 
better.  Next  month  Dr.  Woodworth  of  Fort  Wayne,  whom  many  of 
our  readers  know  as  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  scholarly  physicians 
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in  Uie  State,  promises  an  article  on  Tubereuloiit;  we  hare  already  re- 
ceived an  elaborate  essay  on  Bbipital  Gangrene  by  Dr.  Hudson  of 
Cincinnati,  and  a  report  of  Caie  of  Injury  to  the  Head  by  Dr.  Hay- 
mond  of  Monticello,  and  a  very  able  paper  upon  Effusioniinto  the  Pleu- 
ral Sac,  and  thnr  TreaHnent  by  Paratenteiii,  by  Prof.  Coleman  Rogers 
of  Loaisville,  Keotncky.  Such  is  part  of  the  bill  of  fare  for  Febru- 
ary. 

Now  may  we  ask  our  subscribers  to  do  a  few  things  in  behalf  of 
the  Journal? 

Firti — Let  them  not  be  content  with  being  subecribere,  hut  contrih- 
ators  as  well.  Every  one  can  add  something  to  the  stock  of  medical 
knowledge.  Let  ns  have  reports  of  cases,  brief  abstracts  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  medical  societies,  discossions  of  medical  opinions,  criticisms 
of  medical  books,  et  cetera. 

Second — Be  not  only  subscribers  and  contributors,  but  induce  your 
professional  friends  to  follow  your  example.  An  increased  snbsonp- 
tion  list  will  make  the  Jod&hal  more  valuable  to  every  reader;  JV 
little  exertion  would  give  us  within  a  month  five  or  six  hundred  more 
subscribers;  and  we  most  earnestly  request  this  exertion  on  the  part 
of  our  friends. 

Tkird — Prompt  payment  of  subscriptions  wonderfhlly  focilitates 
the  prompt  issuing  «f  the  Journal.  Wbere  gentlemen  can  not  pay 
until  the  end  of  the  year,  or  even  then — and  we  know  some  such  in- 
stanceE — we  cheerfully  famish  the  Joubnal  without  any  reference  to 
the  time  of  pecuniary  oompeosatioD. 

And  now,  let  na  assure  our  friends  if  they  are  true  to  their  part, 
the  Editor  will  not  fail  in  his.  Annoyances,  trials,  cavilling  criticism, 
springing  from  ignorance  or  personal  malevolence,  serious  pecuniary 
losses — these  are  among  the  thorns  that  have  been  thick-set  in  ovtr  path< 
way.  But  on  the  other  hand,  the  generous  commendations  of  other 
journals,  the  numerous  letters  of  praise  that  we  have  received  iVom  dis- 
tinguished as  well  as  from  obscure  members  of  th»  ftrofessioD,  from 
medical  teachers,  as  well  as  from  country  practitioners  lemote  fVom  the 
great  medical  centers,  tiom  medical  men  in  various  parts  of  the  land — ■ 
to  all  such  we  desire  to  give  onr  heartiest  thanks — these  give  us 
strength  and  hope.  We  believe  that  the  Wkbtebm  JorBHAL  of  Mssi- 
CINK  has  a  mission — a  work  to  perform  in  the  profession,  and  that  each 
year  will  witness  its  attaining  a  larger  fame  and  a  wider  usefulness. 
Knowledge,  truth,  right  and  philauthrophy — these  are  immortal,  while 
envy,  jealousy,  ignorance,  misrepresentatloa  and  slander,  must  soodw 
or  later  perish  in  ignominy. 
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PnorBSSOs  Qob&bcht'b  introductory  to  his  wiater  course  of  leo- 
tnrei  at  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  contained  &n  interesting  nanra- 
tive  of  hiB  recent  Atlantic  trip,  and  also  somewhat  of  his  London  ex- 
periences, especially  of  his  meeting  with  Mr.  Wilson  and  some  other 
Loudon  celebrities.     Prof.  0^.  thus  spoke  of  tea-tiehie**: 

This  brings  me  to  speak  of  Ka-»icknett.  What  i*  itf  I  con  not 
ftilly  accord  with  Darwin  that  it  is  "a  disturbance  of  brain  consequent 
upon  the  unuaial  impreuum  produced  upon  the  vieion,  by  the  motions 
of  the  vessel."  This  may,  in  some  instances,  be  the  case,  but  from  an 
experience  of  four  crossings  of  the  Atlantic,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the 
nausea  precede  the  diEsiness  and  is  not  a  consequence  thereof.  As  an 
early  IHend  of  mine  (C.  S.  Rand)  who  bad  seen  much  of  ocean,  once 
aaid,  "The  stomach  ought  to  be  bung  on  gimbals,"  like  a  mariner's 
oompass,  you  know,  so  that  it  always  preBorres  ita  horizontal  and  per- 
pendicular .  DonbtlesB  he  was  correct,  as  far  as  he  went,  but  he  should 
have  included  the  liver,  Some  persons  are  neuer  sea-sick.  Here  dis- 
tvbed  vision  is  of  no  account.  Others,  no  matter  bow  oflcn  tbeyhave 
been  at  sea,  are  invariably  sea-sick,  unlets  the  liver  ia  first  cleared, 
when  tbey  escape.  Constipation,  from  torpid  liver,  followed  by  re- 
versed peristaltic  action,  throwing  the  bile  into  the  stomach,  will  pro- 
duce nausea  and  vomiting,  whilst  the  heavily  involved  sympathetic  sys- 
tem, by  its  connection  with  the  cerebro. spinal,  induces  the  diziiness : 

All  for  want  of  ffimhalt.     So  called  tea-Ugt  are  gimbals, 

Firit — The  an tero -posterior  motion  ia  made  at  both  hip-joints, 
aided  by  the  knees. 

Second — The  lateral  motions,  by  a.  compound  movement  of  a  single 
entire  limb. 

When  these  movements  alternate  or  are  combined,  we  have  sea-legs 
or  gitnhaU. 

The  remedies  for  sea-sickness  must,  then,  be  mainly  preventive,  vis : 
oholagognc  cathartics  and  the  rapid  attainment  of  sea-legs.  And, 
ahonld  the  stomach  be  obstinately  irritable,  demulcents,  with  chloric 
ether  ^by  the  stomach  to  produce  local  antesthesia  of  the  terminal 
branches  of  the  gastric  nerves,  whether  sympathetic  or  cerebro -spinal. 

Prof.  0.  concluded  his  lecture  as  follows: 

Gentlemen,  do  not  forget  to  be  courteous,  like  these  noble  English- 
men, to  all  true  profesaional  men  wherever  you  find  them;  for  we  are 
all  knighta  of  a  professional  Bound  Table,  not  unlike  that  of  King 
Arthur;  for  when  the  order  waa  founded,  "Then  rose  the  king  and 
apake  to  all  the  Table  Round,  and  charged  them  to  be  ever  true  and 
noble  knights — to  do  neither  outrage  nor  murder,  nor  any  unjust  vio* 
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lenoe,  &nd  alvftye  to  flee  treuon.  Also,  by  no  meuii  ever  to  be  crael, 
but  give  mercy  unto  bim  tbat  asked  for  mercy,  upon  pain  of  forfeiting 
tbe  liberty  of  his  court  forevermore.  Moreover,  at  all  timee,  on  pain 
of  death,  to  give  all  succor  unto  ladies  and  young  damHsbj  and  lastly, 
never  to  take  part  in  any  wrongful  quarrel  for  reward  or  payment." 
And  to  all  this  he  swore  them  knight  by  knight. 

Then  he  ordained  that  every  year,  at  Pentecost,  they  should  M 
come  before  him  wheresoever  he  might  appoint  the  place,  and  ^ve 
'  account  of  all  their  doings  and  adventures  of  the  past  twelvemonth. 

And  BO,  with  prayer  and  blessing,  and  high  words  of  cheer,  he  in- 
stituted the  moBt  noble  order  of  the  Bound  Table,  whereto  the  best 
and  bravest  knights  in  all  the  world  sought  afterwards  to  find  admia- 
uon." 

And  now,  gentlemen,  let  me  draw  my  good  sword  Mecatibur,  IVom 
the  hand  of  the  unseen  servitor  of  the  Lady  of  the  Lake,  (for  ns  the 
goddess  of  health,  Hygiea),  and  with  it  deal  snob  blows  against  ignor- 
ance sad  pretension  as  may  rival  those  of  King  Arthur  with  his,  against 
horrid  giants,  who  slew  other  knights,  but  prevailed  not  against  him 
and  his  charmed  steel. 

And  when  the  gift  in  return  for  the  presentation  of  the  sword  comes 
to  be  asked  on  her  behalf  by  you,  may  each  of  you  be  armed,  and 
ready  to  claim,  not  a  favor,  but  a  right,  and  to  make  good  his  claim  by 
such  actions  in  the  joustinga  of  the  final  tournament,  that  he  shall  go 
forth  knighted,  with  a  towering  crest,  a  spotless  shield,  a  lance  well  set 
in  rest,  ready  to  do  battle  for  humanity  distressed — ever  ready  to  lay 
new  trophies  before  the  knights  of  the  Round  Table  of  out  noble  pro- 
fession, which  I  hope  the  most  of  you  will  soon  be  called  to  join. 

Db.  W.  J.  Elstun,  has  been  appointed  Second -Assistant  Physician 
of  the  Indiana  Hospital  for  the  Insane — a  most  worthy  selection.  With 
Dr.  Everts  as  Superintendent,  and  Dra.  Hester  and  Elstun  aa  Assist- 
ants, the  Hospital  could  not  be  under  better  medical  care. 

Hbb.  Sctton,  wife  of  Dr.  George  Sutton,  of  Aurora,  Indiana,  died 
on  the  llth  of  last  month.  Tbe  sympathies  of  Dr.  Sutton's  numer- 
ous professional  friends  are  with  him  in  this  sad  affliction. 

Heeiditaet  Tohodk-Tie.— M.  Mignot,  of  the  HSpital  de  Chan- 
telle,  observes  that  hereditary  influence  may  be  observed  in  small  de- 
tuls  as  well  as  in  the  general  disposition  of  organs.  It  has  not  been 
remarked  npon  by  authors  in  relation  to  the  duplication  of  the  mucous 


iM,Coo<^lc 


08  WXSTXRN  JOORNAL  OF  HEDIOINB 

membnnb  termed  t^e  frsenimi  Itngiue,  which,  exieting  enly  in  a  rudi- 
mentary state  ia  some  children,  is  considerably  developed  in  others. 
He  met  vith  a  lad  fourteen  years  of  age,  who  was  a  distinguished  pupil 
at  one  of  the  lyce^a,  and  spoke  without  difficulty.  Having  occasion  to 
examine  his  month,  he  found  the  tongue  kept  down  to  the  buccal  floor 
of  the  mouth  in  oonsequence  of  the  short  and  thick  frsenum  which 
extended  to  its  point.  Unable  to  pass  the  alveolar  arch,  the  tougue 
had,  by  ita  constant  pressure,  pushed  this  forwards  so  that  the  incis- 
ors were  projected  externally,  becoming  also  somewhat  slanting,  and 
separated  from  each  other  by  a  considerable  interval.  When  he  tried 
to  jput  the  tongue  out  it  curved  backwards,  striking  against  them.  The 
lad's  mother  had  precisely  the  same  defect,  producing  with  her  some 
difficulty  of  speech.  Out  of  four  of  her  children,  three  were  born  with 
the  same  state  of  the  fraaun.-^Gazetts  ffebd.,  November  6. 

Bbouide  or  POTASBICU  IH  THE  Ndosert. — Scarcely  any  modern 
remedy  has  enjoyed  snch  favor  among  practitioners,  and  been  the  sub- 
ject of  such  extensive  research,  as  bromide  of  potassium.  Its  effects 
have  been  vaunted  in  a  considerable  number  of  maladies  where  it  is 
necessary  to  exert  a  sedative  action  upon  the  nervous  system — for  in- 
stance, epilepsy,  eronp,  headache,  &c.  M.  Moutard-Martin,  a  nosoco- 
uial  physician  of  Paris,  now  informs  as  that  it  has  proved  a  most  useful 
remedy  in  his  bands  for  combating  certain  infantile  diseases,  and  has 
been  of  especial  service  in  producing  a  condition  of  tranqnility  in 
children  who  are  much  agitated  by  disease,  and  in  procuring  rest  to 
infants  who  are  de{)rived  of  sleep.  The  suffering  which  some  children 
nndergo  trom  want  of  sleep,  even  when  not  otherwise  ill,  and  the  dis- 
tress to  trhich  they  put  their  nurses  or  parents,  are  so  great  that  any 
remedy  having,  like  the  one  in  question,  the  property  of  inducing  need- 
ful repose,  must  be  most  welcome  both  to  practitioners  and  parents. 
M.  Moutard-Martin  states  that  when  every  other  remedy — such  as  the 
warm  bath,  orang«-flower  water,  and  the  infiision  of  cherry — has  failed 
in  snoh  cases,  the  bromide  of  potassium  has  given  the  most  remarka- 
ble results.  There  are  also  other  cases  in  whi^  its  employment  is  very 
valuable  in  infantile  therapeutics.  The  nervous  erywiism  which  at- 
tends dentition,  and  which  manifests  itself  by  a  condition  of  excite- 
ment, cough  and  sleep lessuess,  is  oneu  abated  by  the  employment  of 
the  medicament^  and  M.  Moutard-Martin  is  confident  that  its  timely 
and  proper  use  may  even  ward  off  attacks  of  convulsions^  In  many 
cases  its  action  is  very  prompt  and  decisive.  It  should  be  admistered 
to  very  young  children  in  weak  doses  of  fVom  five  to  twenty  centigram- 
mes, and  should  be  withheld  in  oases  of  diarrhtea. — Lancet,  Dec.  12th, 
1868. 

We  have  so  often  occasion  to  refer  to  Uie  proceedings  of  the 
Acad^mie  de  M^decine  that  our  readers  may  like  to  know  a  little  more 
of  its  exact  constitution.  The  Societe  Royale  de  M^ecine  and  the 
famous  Academic  de  Chirugie  having  disappeared  during  the  storm  of 
the  Revolution,  and  the  want  of  a  learned  Medical  body  being  felt  at 
the  Restoration,  the  present  Academy  was  instituted  by  royal  charter  in 
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1820,  though  not  formally  opened  nntil  1824.  Of  the  one  hundred 
and  fifty  one  original  foundation  members,  part  nominated  by  the 
crown  and  part  chosen  by  the  Academy,  only  four  now  survive.  The 
Academy  now  consiets  of  one  hundred  titular  members,  dietribated 
into  eleven  sections — vii.,  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  ten  members; 
Medical  Pathology,  thirteen j  Surgical  Pathology,  ten;  Therapeutics 
and  Medical  Natural  History,  ten;  Operative  Medicine,  seven;  Patho- 
logical Anatomy,  seven;  Obstetrics,  seven;  Public  Hygiene,  Legal 
Medicine,  and  Medical  Police,  ten;  Veterinary  Medicine,  six;  Medical 
Fhyaica  and  Chemistry,  ten ;  Pharmacy,  ten.  There  are  also  nine  "  free 
associates,"  twelve  "national  aasociates,"  and  fourteen  " foreign  asso- 
ciates;" each  of  these  may  be  increased  to  twenty  members.  More- 
over, there  are  one  hundred  and  twenty  "national  correspodents "  to 
be  reduced  to  one  hundred  and  sixty-one  "foreign  correspondents,"  to 
be  reduced  to  Mtj.— -Timet  and  Oautte. 

Entirb  removal  of  the  tongue  for  Epithelioma  of  that  organ  was 

Krformed  by  Br.  Fenwick,  on  Friday,  the  twentieth  November,  at  the 
ontoeal  General  Hospital.  The  patient  was  a  gentleman  from  Canada 
West,  who  came  to  Montreal  to  seek  advice  touching  a  disease  of  the 
tongne,  which  had  been  pronounced  to  be'Epithelioma.  The  operation 
as  performed  was  speedy  and  bloodless,  being  that  described  by  Mr.  Nun- 
neley  of  Leeds.  An  incision  was  made  in  the  median  line  between  the 
chin  and  hyoid  bone,  and  the  genio  hyoid  muscles  separated.  A  long 
curved  needle,  to  which  was  attached  the  chain  of  an  ecroKur  was  then 
introduced  into  the  mouth,  through  its  floor,  and  close  to  base  of  the 
tongne;  this  was  pushed  over  the  tongue  as  far  back  as  possible,  the 
tongue  being  forcibly  drawn  out  of  the  month  by  a  piece  of  strong 
thread  which  transfixed  its  substance.  After  applying  the  chain  and 
strangulating  the  oigan,  the  operator  proceeded  to  ablate,  and  the  organ 
was  severed  in  nine  minutes  and  a  half.  The  case  has  progressed  most 
favorably,  the  patient  returning  home,  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and 
ninety  miles,  on  the  twelfth  day  after  tbe  operation. — Canada  Medical 
Journal,  December,  1868. 

Chinovic  Acid. — This  is  a  resinous  acid  contained  in  all  cinchona 
barks.  Its  physiological  effects  have  been  partially  examined  by  Dr. 
G-.  Kerner,  in  a  paper  treating  mainly  of  its  therapeutic  value  (Wiener 
Med.  Wochemck.,  i3;  and  i'racftftoner,  No.  2, 1868,  p.  127).  He  finds 
that  it  adds  greatly  to  the  tonic  effects  of  bark,  and  that  it  is  not  lia- 
ble, like  quinia,  to  cause  "cerebral  congestion." — Journal  of  Anatomy 
and  Phytiology,  November ,  1868. 

DiaiTALiB. — Dr.  Constantin  Fan),  the  able  editor  of  the  last  edi- 
tion of  Trousseau's  Traite  de  Therapeutique,  has  published  a  research 
on  the  influence  of  digitalis  on  the  pulse  (^Bidletin  General  de  Tkera- 
peutique,  Tome  LXXIV,  1868,  p.  193),  in  which  his  principal  results 
were  obtained  by  the  use  of  sphygmograpb.  He  thus  states  bis  con- 
elnsioDS :  Digitalis,  in  small  doses,  generally  diminishes  the  frequency 
of  the  pulae;  in  large  doses,  it  increases  it.    When  digitalis  is  exhib- 


n,g,t,7rJM,COOglC 


64  WBSTXKN  JOUnilAL  Or  UEDICINE, 

ited  in  such  doses  na  to  produce  ite  hypoBthenic  effects,  it  lowers  the 
arterial  tension  j  and  the  contrary  effect  may,  possibly,  be  prodaced  by  - 
very  small  doses,  as  some  investigators  havo  asserted.  Finally,  it  is 
proDable  that  digitalis  raises  the  arterial  tension  when  it  diminishes  the 
fteqnencT  of  the  pulse,  and  that  it  lowers  this  tension  wheD  it  increases 
the  nnmber  of  the  pulsations.— Aid. 

Om  IKHaemas  naturliga  forekommande,  af  Axel  Key,  Prcfessor  i 
Pathol.  Anat.  vid  Karolinaka  Inatitutet.  Prof.  Key  contribntes  a  paper 
on  the  natural  occurrence  of  TrichiiiiZ,  his  object  being,  by  pointing  out 
the  mode  in  which  the  pig  becomes  affected,  to  facilitate  the  prevention 
of  the  diffusion  of  the  disease. 

It  would  appear  that  the  trichina  spiralis  never  occurs  in  birds, 
fishes,  amphibious  or  invertebrate  animals,  and  that  these  can  not  even 
be  experimentally  infected.  On  the  other  hand,  all  the  mammalia  are, 
with  more  or  less  difficulty,  capable  of  being  infected.  Nevertheless, 
trichiose  are  fortunately  not  so  widely  diffused  in  nature  as  mi^ht  be 
expected  from  this  fact,  many  animals  being  protected  from  trichinosis, 
not  only  by  the  difficulty  of  infecting  them,  but  also  by  the  nature  of 
their  food.  It  is  quite  certun  that  triobiDie  are  not  conveyed  to  ani- 
mals in  any  kind  of  vegetable  food.  In  addition  to  men  and  swtne, 
the  animals  which  have  been  found  tponlwaeovtly  affected  with  triohinie, 
are  rats,  cats,  foxes,  polecats,  martens  and  hedgehogs.  There  is  no 
donht,  however,  these  dangerous  parasites  occur  also  in  other  carnivo- 
rous animalsnot  yet  fully  examined.  The  ruminants  seem  to  be  scarcely 
susceptible  of  trichinous  infection.  Prof.  Sjostedt  anoceeded,  never- 
theless, in  infecting  a  goat  and  a  sheep.  He  thinks  it  important  that 
to  these  animals  the  infect«d  food  should  be  given  in  a  fluid  form,  or 
out  np  in  small  portions  in  water,  so  as  to  prevent  rumination,  which 
probably  ptevcnts  infection.  The  author  believes  that  the  chief 
source  of  the  infection  of  the  pig  is  the  rat,  in  which  latter  animal  the 
trichina  is  very  common.  He  says  it  is  ascertained  that  pigs  eat  rats, 
whether  they  find  them  dead  or  catch  them  living,  and  he  shows  that 
it  is  precisely  the  animal  infected  with  and  lamed  by  the  disease,  that 
will  most  easily  be  caught.  Hence  he  infers  that  the  extirpation  of 
the  rat,  and  its  exclusion  from  the  pig-sty,  will  be  the  most  efficacious 
prophlylactic  means. — Jbid. 

A  LAD  who  was  dying  from  exhaustion  after  an  operation  performed 
at  the  Palermo  Hospital,  is  said  to  have  been  saved  by  tranaftision  of 
blood  from  the  veins  of  two  students. 

PoiSOMNO  BY  Nicotine. — M.  Tardieu  baa  remarked  the  oniions 
fact  that  animals  killed  by  this  poison  always  fall  on  the  right  side. — 
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TliDi  It  will  bt  K«a  thit  if  nun  liu  puitona  wblch  Impel  him  to  Ihe  dMlrnclIoo  or  mu, 
lie  tn  ihe  only  ■olmil  irho.  degpliliiK  hl«  naUril  nuui)  of  ntUeli  Bnd  deADU,  bu  detlied  ni 
rnaiu  of  dHtrnctlon,  h«  !•  ^o  the  onl;  ulmal  vbo  hu  tha  dtaln,  or  tha  power,  lo  rellen  t 
nlKrlDK*  ef  hie  hlloa  cltiMD*,  mid  Id  wbom  (be  i»-«i<eten«  of  nuon  ind  beDeroleDce  MM 
•  BUmI  H  ml]  M  u  IblellectB^  raperloritr.— 4}aATD>  Oldrcxi.  Uxdicuu. 
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EFFUSIONS  INTO  THE  PLEURAL  SAC,  AND  THEIR  TREAT- 
MENT BY  PARACENTESIS. 


&4Juct  Lectarer  on  Ihe  Selene*  ud  Fructli 

Tills,  kontBCty. 

Not  long  since,  two  cases  of  chronic  pleurie;  with  effasion,  were 
under  my  care,  in  which  it  was  thought  advisable  to  perform  the  ope- 
ration of  thoracentesia.  In  both  cases  there  were  nnmistakable  phys- 
ical signs  of  a  large  pleuritic  effusion,  and  though  the  urgent  dyspntea, 
BO  often  present,  was  absent  in  these  cases,  tlie  pallor,  aniemia  and 
general  debility,  showed  plainly  that  the  vital  function  of  bsematosis 
was  serioasly  interfered  with.  In  both  of  them,  constitutional  reme- 
dies had  been  faithfally  tried,  but  of  no  avail,  and  the  speration  was 
performed  as  a  dernier  renort,  with  a  view  either  to  a  permanent  cure, 
or  as  a  mere  palliative  measure. 

The  first  case  operated  upon  was  that  of  a  young  unmarried  lady, 
aged  about  twenty-five  years.  The  chest  was  tapped  on  four  separate 
occasioas,  at  her  own  request.  A  large  purulent  collection  was  evacu* 
ated  at  each  sitting,  much  to  the  mitigation  of  her  symptoms.  At  the 
fourth  tapping,  the  paraeenteiU  ofneceutb/  had  taken  place,  and  I  made 
a  counter  opening  at  the  point  recommended  by  Malgaigne. 

This  patient  calls  in  to  see  me  occasionally,  and  although  it  has 
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been  nearly  three  years  siDce  the  first  tapping  was  performed  on  Ler, 
ahe  still  holds  her  ova,  with  a  fistulous  opeaing  in  the  mammary  te- 
gion  of  the  left  side.  I  am  satisfied  that  life  has  been  prolonged  and 
rendered  comparatively  comfortable  in  this  case,  by  the  performance 
of  the  operation. 

The  other  case  operated  upon,  was  that  of  a  man  aged  twenty-eight 
years.  A  thick,  glutinous,  fibro  purulent  material  was  drawn  through 
the  canula,  by  Bowditeh'a  suction  apparatus,  to  the  amount  of  nine 
pints  by  measurement.  He  expressed  himself  as  feeling  greatly  re- 
lieved  by  the  tapping. 

I  have  lost  sight  of  this  case  entirely,  but  have  no  doubt  that  if 
the  operation  oould  not  have  effected  a  radical  cure,  it  certainly  pro- 
longed and  rendered  life  more  comfortable. 

It  is  remarkable  that  in  a  number  of  sabjects,  the  great  pressure 
upon  the  lung,  of  a  copious  pleuritic  effusion,  does  not  produce  more 
manifest  dyepncea.  Be  this  aa  it  may,  it  is  a  fair  physiological  infer- 
ence, that  when  the  funotion  of  one  lung  is  so  largely  compromised, 
healthy  nutritjon  and  sanguification  must  fall  below  par,  so  intimately 
dependent  are  they  upon  the  proper  performiance  of  respiration. 

The  operation  of  empyema,  paracentesis  thoracis,  thoracentesis, 
or  tapping  the  cheat,  lays  just  claim  to  being  considered  one  of  the 
oldest  in  surgery,  performed  as  it  has  been  from  the  remotest  days  of 
antiquity.  It  owes  its  origin,  it  is  said,  to  a  mythological  legend,  which 
tells  ua  that  Jaaon,  seeking  death  in  the  midst  of  battle,  received  a  lance 
wound  in  the  chest,  and  was  thus  artificially  relieved  of  an  empyema. 
Traced  as  it  can  be,  certainly,  from  Hippocrates  downwards,  through  alt 
this  long  series  of  years,  it  has  afforded  a  theme  for  animated  discussion 
as  to  its  merits  and  demerits,  and  aa  to  the  proper  cases,  and  indica- 
tions for  its  performance.  It  would  be  a  work  of  supererogation  on 
my  part,  to  even  attempt  giving  a  reanm^  of  the  opinions  of  the  differ- 
ent authorities,  during  its  earlier  history,  for  it  can  be  truly  said  that 
they  differ  widely  on  almost  every  point.  The  oases  imperatively  de- 
manding it  as  a  means  of  saving  life,  those  in  whom  it  would  only  serve 
as  a  palliative,  furthering  other  therapeutic  agents  brought  to  bear, 
the  place  of  election,  the  mode  of  operating,  and  the  possible  danger 
and  consequences  of  air  being  admitted  into  the  pleural  cavity,  have 
been  subjects  of  angry  diacnssion  in  days  gone  by. 

Of  late  years,  however,  its  utility  in  many  cases,  baa  begun  to  at- 
tract the  notice  of  observers,  and  accumulated  experience  attests  the 
fact  that  it  should  no  longer  be  regarded  the  ancept  remedium,  as 
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formerly.  A  modem  author  hu  remarked  that  it  is  a  measiire  which 
hu  freqaently  proved  Buccessful,  and  that  too  In  a  disease  which  is 
generally,  if  Dot  always,  beyond  the  influence  of  medicine,  and  too 
oA«D  beyond  the  power  of  nature  to  remove.  When  we  reflect  that  it 
IB  a  procedure  at  alt  times  easy  of  execution,  productive  of  little  pain 
to  the  patient,  generally  followed  by  immediate  relief,  and  has  in  nu- 
merooa  instances  been  crowned  with  complete  saccess,  it  is  eurpriaing 
to  find  the  great  opposition  it  has  met,  and  still  continues  to  meet  with. 
If  any  surgical  operation  had  been  found  upon  long  and  faithful  trial 
to  uniformly  fall,  we  certainly  would  have  just  cause  for  regarding  it 
with  distrust,  or  for  discarding  it  entirely ;  but  when  we  reflect  that 
this  one,  performed  as  it  has  been  in  a  vast  number  of  cases,  since  the 
days  of  Hippocrates,  with  successful  results,  we  ought,  perfortx,  to 
arrive  at  a  far  difi'erent  conclusion.  It  numbers  among  its  advocates 
the  great  names  of  Townsend,  Hamilton  Roe,  and  Hughes,  and  Laen- 
nec,  and  as  we  approach  our  own  times,  those  of  Walshe,  Valleix,  Vi- 
dal  de  Cassis,  Velpeau,  Trousseau,  Flint  and  Bowditcb,  with  a  host 
of  others,  of  nearly  equal  celebrity,  aa  pains-taking  and  impartial  ob- 
servers. 

In  considering  this  subject,  I  have  thought  that  the  following  divis- 
ion of  it  might  be  made : 

Firtt — Those  cases  in  which  the  operation  is  imperatively  demanded 
with  a  view  to  saving  life. 

Second — Those  cases  in  which,  though  life  is  not  immediately 
threatened,  health  is  seriously  impured  by  the  presence  of  the  effu- 
sion, and  the  operation  is  indicated,  to  further  other  therapeutic  means, 
af^r  faithliil  but  unsuccessful  efi'orts  have  been  made  to  produce  ab- 
sorption. 

Third — Those  in  which,  from  other  complications,  such  as  tuber- 
culosis and  cancer  of  the  lung,  the  operation  may  be  performed,  not 
with  the  object  of  effecting  a  permanent  cure,  but  only  for  its  tempo- 
rarily beneficial  Influence. 

Fowrih — Those  cases  in  which  the  operation  is  contra- indicated. 

Under  the  first  heading,  I  place  cases  of  acute  pleurisy  with  e&'n>- 
sion.  It  is  well  known,  that  ^itj  oflen  in  this  affection,  death  has 
occurred  from  a  copious  and  rapid  efi'uBion,  producing  apn<»a  or  suffo- 
cation, afler  all  the  most  efficient  therapeutic  agents  have  been  brought 
to  bear,  either  to  quell  febrile  excitement,  or  to  favor  absorption  of  the 
eflused  fluid.  Indeed^  in  many  instances,  the  stages  of  plenritis  follow 
so  rapidly  upon  each  other,  that  the  effusion  seems  to  have  taken  place 

n,g,t,7rJM,COOglC 


JODEMAL  OF  KISICIHB. 

almost  at  the  very  onset  of  the  attack,  and  the  life  of  the  patient 
placed  in  extreme  jeopardy  thereby.  To  wait  now  for  the  effects  of 
mercuTialization,  blood-letting,  and  other  Bo-called  an tiph logistics,  to 
trust  to  the  actions,  uncertain  as  thoy  sometimes  are,  of  digitalis, 
sqnills,  salines,  and  other  drugs  of  the  diuretic  and  purgative  class,  and 
to  annoy  bim  with  sinapisms,  blisters,  &c.,  while  be  is  in  the  very  jaws 
of  death  by  suffocation,  when  a  simple  puncture  of  the  chest  wonid  not 
only  palliate  the  distressing  symptoms  and  prolong  life,  but  may  effect 
a  permanent  cure,  seems  to  me  opposed  to  the  dictates  of  common 
sense  and  extremely  aupbtlosophical.  Such  cases  as  these  have  been 
operated  upon,  immediate  relief  has  followed,  and  yet  we  have  the 
question  asked:  Would  they  not  have  recovered  without  it?  Can  wo 
not  aa  reasonably  make  the  inquiry:  Would  they  not  have  died  with- 
out it?  Addison  was  a  staunch  opponent  of  the  operation  under  all 
circumstances,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  all  his  opposition  was  derived 
tVom  the  observation  of  a  single  case.  Being  called  in  consultation  to 
■ee  a  case  of  acute  pleurisy,  with  all  the  rational  and  physical  signs  of 
a  copious  effusion,  and  the  subject  seeming  in  imminent  danger  from 
Bufibcation,  thoracentesis  was  proposed  as  a  means  of  relief.  Addison 
opposed  it  vehemently,  and  persisted  in  the  use  of  the  ordinary  means 
to  procure  absorption.  The  case,  it  seems,  ultimately  recovered.  Cer- 
tainly this  isolated  instance  should  not  militate  against  the  procedure, 
for  where  we  meet  with  one  such  favorable  termination,  many  others 
will  terminate  unfavorably.  Even  if  this  were  not  so,  what  harm  could 
have  arisen  from  early  puncture,  so  soon  as  the  signs  of  suffocation 
were  developed?  It  may  he  answered  that  the  introduction  of  air  into 
the  cavity  of  the  pleura,  would  prove  a  source  of  danger,  by  the  con- 
version of  a  serous  into  a  pyogenic  membrane.  That  this  danger  is 
more  imaginary  than  real,  will  be  mentioned  farther  on.  But  even 
granting  that  the  serous  effusion  is  thereby  converted  into  a  purulent 
one,  statistics  prove  that  the  immediate  danger  to  life  is  not  at  all  aug- 
mented thereby.  Cases  are  relieved  as  promptly,  and  life  prolonged 
as  certainly,  in  patients  whose  chests  have  been  tapped,  and  pus  re- 
moved at  the  first  sitting,  though  ultimate  recovery  is  not  aa  certain  as 
in  those  cases  in  which  pure  serum  is  evacuated ;  for  the  corpuscular  ele- 
ment of  inflammation,  its  unfitness  for  a  high  state  of  organisation  and 
repair,  together  with  the  impoverished  condition  of  the  subject's  gen- 
eral health,  preclude  the  possibility  of  ultimate  restoration  to  health. 
Trousseau,  however,  remarks  that  the  per  centage  of 
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nearly  as  great  in  those  casea  in  which  pus  has  been  evacuated,  as  in 
those  in  which  clear  aerum  is  withdrawn. 

That  pure,  uncomplicated  pleurisy  with  effusion,  does,  in  the  great 
majority  of  cases,  progress  favorably,  or  tend  to  recovery  under  Ordi- 
nary treatment,  is  undoubted,  but  it  is  none  the  less  true  that  a  vast 
number  of  the  chronic  cases,  where  the  effusion  persists,  and  lung  is 
enveloped  and  bound  down  by  fine  adhesions,  so  aa  to  be  incapable  of 
expansion,  are  the  results  of  too  much  temporizing,  and  too  long  defer- 
ring the  operation  of  tapping. 

Space  will  not  allow  me  to  quote  authority  on  the  points  above  con- 
sidered. Numerous  are  the  advocates  of  this  procedure  in  the  cases 
under  consideration.  Valleix,  Trousseau,  Sedillot,  Stokes,  Flint,  Bow- 
dilch  and  others,  give  us  the  weight  of  their  authority  in  favor  of  it; 
not  upon  theoretical  grounds  solely,  but  bringing  to  bear  upon  the  sub- 
ject, the  stubbornness  of  facts  and  statistics.  The  language  of  Flint  is 
emphatic,  while  Bowdilch  may  be  regarded  as  its  boldest  and  most  en- 
thusiastic advocate.  The  tabulated  statements  of  other  authors  might 
be  quoted,  all  tending  to  prove  the  gratifying  results  following  the 
operation  in  aout«  pleurisy,  but  space  will  not  permit  it.  Reference  is 
simply  made  to  Hamiltou  Roe,  Trousseau,  Valleix,  Archambault  and 
Beau.  From  these,  it  appears  that  the  operation  has  been  performed 
in  acute  plearitis  at  all  ages,  with  successful  results.  In  almost  every 
instance  when  it  was  performed  at  an  early  stage  of  empyema,  or  in- 
flammatory hydtothorax,  it  was  successful,  and  failed  to  cure  in  those 
only  in  which  it  had  been  too  long  deferred.  Many  of  these  cases, 
indeed,  attest  the  fact  that  the  success  of  the  operation  is  directly  in 
proportion  to  the  shortness  of  the  time  which  intervened  between  the 
accumulation  of  the  fluid  and  the  time  of  its  performance,  and  that 
the  chief  cause  of  its  failure  was  its  being  postponed  until  too  late  a 
period. 

The  columns  of  medical  journals  have  been  in  days  past,  and  at  the 
present  time  arc,  filled  with  reports  of  successful  results  fallowing  this 
operation  of  thoracentesis  in  acute  pleurisy  with  effusion.  Isolated 
cases  are  thus  noted  and  statiatiea  accumulated  from  the  hospital  and 
private  practice  of  American,  English  and  continental  observers,  brought 
forward.  These,  to  my  mind  at  least,  conclusively  establish  the  fact 
that  in  acute  pleuritis  with  copious  and  rapid  effusion,  threatening 
death  by  apucea,  when  ordinary  remedies  have  failed  to  procure  re- 
moval of  the  effused  fluid,  paracentesis  should  he  resorted  to  either  as  a 
means  of  saving  or  prolonging  life.     It  should  be  regarded,  indeed, 
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&B  one  of  the  most  powerful  weapons  that  conBcirative  medicine  can 
wield  against  an  affection,  at  times,  so  fatal  and  so  rebellious  to  treat- 
Under  the  second  heading  are  placed  cases  of  chronic  pleuriBj  with 
.  effusion — those  either  essentially  or  originally  chronic,  or  those  which 
result  from  an  acnte  attack.  It  may  be  remarked  en  paxtant,  that 
acute  and  chronic  pleurisy  often  merge  so  inseneibly  into  each  other, 
that  it  is  frequently  difficult  to  mark  the  boundary  line  between  them; 
for  in  many  instances,  the  mere  question  of  time  will  not  solve  the  dif- 
ficulty. In  one  instaDce,  the  pain,  dyspn<Ba,  and  febrile  excitement, 
will  last  for  weeks  before  the  subsidence  of  urgent  symptoma.  In  an- 
other, the  effusion,  though  still  remaining,  will  give  rise  to  only  occa- 
sional pain,  with  dyspnoea  on  exertion,  and  alight  febrile  exacerbations. 
In  fltill  another  form,  the  effusion  will  be  ascertained  by  physical  ex- 
ploration only,  the  pain,  dyspntea,  &c.,  as  a  rule,  being  absent.  All  of 
these  forms,  however,  have  one  distinguishing  mark  in  common,  and 
that  is,  that  the  disorder  of  the  general  health  proceeds  pari  paam  with 
the  interference  with  the  vital  functions  of  circulation  aud  respiration 
caused  by  the  effusion.  The  two  latter  forms  are  properly  denomlna- 
ated  sub-acute  and  chronic  pleurisy.  The  sub-acute  when  unattended 
to,  or  uninfluenced  by  remedies,  often  merges  into  the  chronic  form. 
Empyema,  pyo-thorax,  or  suppurative  pleurits,  are  included  under  this 
beading,  as  one  of  the  varieties  of  the  chronic  affection. 

In  the  treatment  of  chronic  pleuritis,  we  should  be  guided  by  two 
important  indications,  viz:  FirU — To  make  use  of  those  therapeutic 
means  which  experience  tells  us  are  beneficial  in  favuring  ubsorption  of 
effused  products.  Second — To  sustain  and  invigorate  the  powers  of 
the  system.  In  fact,  we  should  adopt  just  the  line  of  treatment  that 
we  do  in  acute  pleurisy,  though  in  a  modified  form  and  degree. 

To  satisfy  the  first  indication,  vesicants  and  iodic  applications  to 
the  chest,  with  salines,  diuretics  and  alteratives  may  be  used.  Blood- 
letting and  mercurials,  should  never  be  resorted  to  in  this  affection  on 
account  of  the  aniemia  and  general  cachexia,  which  arc  so  generally 


The  second  object  is  best  fulfilled  by  paying  proper  attention  to  the 
general  health  and  the  conservative  functions  of  assimilation  and  of 
uutritrlon.  For  these  objects,  tonics,  vegetable  and  mineral,  exercise 
in  the  open  air,  with  avoidance  of  exposure,  and  the  action  of  cold,  and 
the  proper  observance  of  all  other  hygienic  regulations.  Aa  Flint  has 
remarked,  eases  which  show  but  little  improvement,  cither  as  regards 
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Hieir  geaeral  coadition  or  physical  signs,  when  too  msch  dependeoce 
is  placed  oq  absorbent  Temedtes  alone,  immediately  begin  to  obange 
for  the  better  on  a  tonic  and  sapporting  regimen.  Absorbent  reme- 
dies toDg  coutjnaed,  are  apt  to  debilitate.  The  second  object  must  not, 
therefore,  be  lost  sight  of,  in  our  desire  to  affect  disappearance  of  the 
eSneion  by  sorbefacients. 

But  both  tonics  and  sorbefacients  often  fait  of  their  object,  and  at 
this  juncture,  paraaentesia  becomes  our  only  resort. 

I  believe  I  am  correct  in  stating  that  the  opinion  of  the  ablest  ao- 
thorities  is  almost  undivided  on  the  propriety,  indeed,  the  necessity  of 
this  operation,  after  other  measures  have  failed  to  procure  absorption, 
and  when  urgent  symptoms  due  to  pressure  arise.  As  it  has  the  sanc- 
tion of  manj  of  the  great  names  before  mentioned,  in  acute  pleurisy, 
so  has  it  In  the  affection  we  are  now  considering.  It  is  in  these  cases 
particularly,  that  Flint  and  Bowditch  speak  in  terms  so  encouraging. 

Hitherto,  the  operation,  in  the  opinion  of  many,  was  thought  to  be 
indicated  only  when  dyspnoea  is  either  constant  or  recurrent,  when, 
after  the  prolonged  use  of  sorbefacient  and  other  remedies,  the  effusion, 
together  with  Uie  exhaustion,  anamia  and  general  depression  of  the 
rital  powers  still  remained — when  the  effusion,  in  other  words,  is  plainly 
beyond  the  iuf  uence  of  remedies.  Then  the  procedure  is  advised,  on 
the  principle  inculcated  by  the  trite  observation  of  Willis — dammodo 
cire$  eon$tabaiU,  prcettaf  remediimi  anceps  experiri  quam.  nullum. 

Flint  and  Bowditch  have,  however,  by  their  teachings,  greatly  ex- 
tended the  sphere  of  its  beneficial  influence'  These  observers,  reflect- 
ing that  this  disease  is  very  often  beyond  the  power  of  medicine  to  re- 
lieve, and  that  the  continuance  with  use  of  therapeutic  agents,  which 
experience  has  found  to  be  of  no  avail,  having  a  tendency  only  to  di- 
minish the  ultimate  chance  of  success,  until  the  effusion  becomes  so 
excessive  and  the  patient's  strength  so  undermined  by  drugs  as  to  re- 
tard or  prevent  the  possibility  of  a  cure,  are  of  the  opinifln  that  thora- 
centesis should  not  be  brought  into  requistion  as  a  dernier  rewort  simply, 
but  be  performed  in  many  cases  where  the  effusion  still  persists, 
though  there  be  no  marked  interference  with  respiration  and  derange- 
ment of  the  general  healtli. 

To  quote  the  language  of  Flint,  "  It  is  a  question  which  has  of  late 
been  much  discassed,  whether  it  be  not  advisable  to  puncture  in  cases 
in  which  the  chest  is  dilated  with  liquid,  although  the  patient  be  not 
in  great  distress  or  danger.  It  is  clearly  an  object  to  get  rid  of  the 
liquid,  and  the  point  to  be  decided  is,  whether  it  is  better  to  effect 
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that  object  iodirectly  by  purgativee,  dinreticB,  &o.,  or  to  resort  ttr  di- 
rect means,  that  is,  to  puDoture  and  withdraw  it.  I  can  testify  from  a 
limited  experience,  to  the  in  nocuous  neae  of  the  operation,  af^r  the 
plan  introduced  bj  Drs.  Wyman  and  Bowditch,  the  relief  which  it 
affords,  and  its  value  as  a  means  of  rescuing  patients  from  a  condi- 
tion of  imminent  danger  to  life.  And  the  conclusions  of  Dr.  Bow- 
ditch  are  not  only  sustained  by  his  large  experience,  but  are  consonant 
with  common  sense.  If,  by  an  operation  trivial  with  respect  to  pain, 
or  any  evil  effect,  and  easily  performed,  the  liquid  effusion  may  be 
withdrawn  at  pleasure,  it  is  certainly  to  be  preferred  to  measures  which 
are  indirect,  not  very  reliable,  requiring  considerable  time,  and  produ- 
cing .more  or  leas  disturbance  of  the  system  and  debility." 

Dr.  Henry  J.  Bowditch,  in  an  article  published  in  the  Amertetm 
Jovmalof  the  Xedical  Science!,  3  annai J, 18G^,e6.jR:  "I  have  performed 
thoracentesis  one  hundred  and  fifty  times  on  seventy-five  persons,  dur- 
ingthe  past  twelveyears,  besides  beingwitness  toten  othercases.  Inow 
give  a  brief  resumo  of  my  experience.  I  have  never  seen  the  least 
permanent  evil  ensue  from  any  of  the  operations,  and  but  slight  tem- 
porary dif&ouly  as  pain,  dyspnoea,  stricture,  cough,  &o.  This,  I  think, 
sufficiently  proves  the  innocuonsneas  of  the  operation,  by  means  of 
the  exploring  trocar,  and  suction  pump,  as  suggested  by  Dr.  Wyman, 
of  Cambridge,  Mass.  I  was  once  compelled  to  tap  a  patient,  himself 
a  physician,  eight  times  in  six  weeks,  and  to  operate  on  a  lady  nine 
times  daring  eight  and  a  half  months,  the  first  being  to  save  her  from 
death  from  orthopncea,  wh%n  she  was  four  months  pre^ant.  But  of  the 
whole  seventy -five  patients,  twenty-nine  recovered  completely,  and  ap- 
parently in  consequence  of  the  operation.  In  all  these  cases,  the  tap- 
ping seemed  the  first  step  towards  recovery.  I  do  not  pretend  that 
the  operation  will  cure  every  case  in  which  it  is  employed,  but  feel 
confident  that,  in  my  hands,  it  has  been  the  means  of  saving  many 
lives;  and  I  believe  that  several  patients  within  my  knowledge,  who 
have  died  whilst  under  the  care  of  other  physicians,  might  have  recov- 
ered, had  it  been  resorted  to.  I  consider  the  operation  so  simple,  that 
I  would  as  soon  perform  it  as  draw  a  tooth  or  vaccinate  a  child." 

Dr.  B.,  in  a  later  paper,  advocates  the  procedure,  even  when  the 
dyspntsa  is  not  very  urgent,  or  the  general  health  not  much  impaired. 
In  a  letter  written  to  me  on  this  subject,  I  find  that  he  has,  at  present, 
increased  the  number  of  his  operations  to  two  hundred,  with  the  same 
ratio  of  success. 

Dr.  Hughes,  in  Guy's  Hospital  Reports,  series' ii,  vol.  ii,  states  that 
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"  the  operation  was  performed  la  twenty-five  caBea,  in  Bome  once,  in 
others  several  times;  of  these  cases,  thirteen  may  be  fairly  stated  to 
have  recovered,  so  far  as  regarded  the  effusion  into  the  pleural  cavity; 
two  may  be  justly  mentioned  as  having  at  least  partially  recovered ;  ten 
have  ultimately  died  of  other  diseases,  generally  connected  with  that, 
for  which  the  operation  was  performed,  but  entirely  independent  of 
its  performance." 

Dr.  Brady,  in  an  article  npon  this  subject,  published  in  the  Xtto 
York  Medical  Journal  for  March,  1856,  reports  the  results  of  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-two  operations,  collected  from  various  sources.  They 
are  thus  stated : 

Recovery  complete  in  twenty-nine  oases. 

Relief  obtained  iu  fourteen  cases. 

Death  in  thirty-seven  cases,  (not  the  result  of  tbe  operation.) 

Effecle  null  in  one  case. 

Besnlt  not  known  in  one  ease. 

It  must  certainly  be  admitted  that  language  is  hardly  strong  enough 
to  establish  the  beuefita  of  this  operation  in  the  cases  imder  considera- 
tion, if  statistics  do  not  greatly  err. 

Under  the  third  heading  are  placed  cases  of  empyema,  complioa- 
ted  with,  or  having  for  their  cause  tubercular  or  cancerous  disease  of  the 
lungs,  or  with  organic  heterologous  changes  in  the  pleural  membrane. 
Though  under  such  circumstances  permanent  relief  can  not  be  expec- 
ted from  the  operation,  on  account  of  the  great  nuderlying  morbid 
conditions,  palliation  of  distressing  symptoms  and  prolongation  of 
life,  may  be  effected  by  it.  In  the  promotion  of  euthajiatia  it  is  there- 
fore useful.  If,  however,  we  are  disposed  to  agree  with  Bennett  and 
others,  in  the  opinion  that  pulmonary  tuberculosis  is  by  no  means  an 
incurable  affection,  the  operation  may  even  here  prove  to  be  something 
more  than  a  mere  palliative  measure — may  be  even  followed  by  a  cnre. 
Laennec  was  of  the  opinion  that  we  should  not  abandon  all  hope  of 
cure,  even  when  there  exists  so  serious  a  complication  as  tuberculosis; 
provided  there  be  no  evidence  of  cavities  in  the  opposite  lung. 

In  mechanical  hydro-thorax,  the  result  of  organic  disease  of  the 
kidneys,  liver,  or  heart,  the  operation  holds  out  but  little  prospect  of 
permanent  relief,  on  account  of  the  progressively  fatal  tendencies  of 
its  anterior  and  causative  morbid  oooditions,  though  distressing  symp- 
toms may  be  tempoiarily  mitigated  and  life  prolonged  by  it.  This 
form  of  effusion  is,  however,  seldom  bo  copious  as  to  give  rise  to  symp- 
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toms    demaudiDg  thoracentesis,  and   is  generally  amenable  to  other 
treatment. 

Under  the  fourth  heading,  bloody  effusions  following  gun-ahot 
wounds  of  the  pleura  or  lung  are  properly  placed.  The  idea  was  first 
suggested  by  Baron  Larrey,  the  elder,  that  extravasation  of  blood  into  • 
the  thoracic  cavity,  would  of  Itself  serve  aa  nature's  plug,  ^nd  prevent 
further  hemorrhage  with  ita  attendant  syncope  and  exhaustion.  Para- 
centeais  is,  therefore,  contra-indicated  here,  until  the  hemorrhage  has 
ceased,  and  all  danger  fVom  iU  effects  passed  by.  Larrey  states  this 
period  to  be  at  about  the  tenth  or  fourteenth  day. 

From  what  I  can  glean  from  authorities,  it  seems  that  the  age  of 
the  patient  bears  no  direct  relation  to  the  reaalt  of  the  operation,  in- 
fancy and  old  age  being  attended  with  as  encouraging  success  as  adult 
life.  It  would  seem  that  more  success  attends  its  performance,  when 
the  conservative  functions  of  digestion  and  nutrition  are  well  performed, 
when  the  patient  is  of  fair  constitution,  and  the  effusion  moderate  in 
quantity  and  recently  formed.  On  the  contrary,  the  prospect  of  suc- 
eeea  diminishes  when  the  effusion  is  of  long  standing  and  accompanied 
by  deteriorated  general  health. 

In  respect  to  quantity  of  the  effusion,  though  if  very  large,  it 
diminishes  the  chance  of  ultimate*  cure,  it  does  not  seem,  in  many  in- 
stances, to  have  precluded  success,  for  recovery  has  followed  the  evac- 
uation of  several  quarts.  Larrey  was  snccessful  after  withdrawing  fif- 
teen pints.  In  another  snccessful  operation  performed  by  Dr.  Archer, 
eleven  pints  were  drawn  off  at  the  first  tapping. 

The  length  of  time  which  the  effnaion  has  existed,  has  an  import- 
ant bearing  on  the  success  or  failure  of  tapping.  When  it  has  existed 
for  a  long  period,  and  the  lung  is  rendered  incapable  of  expansion, 
after  the  removal  of  the  superincumbent  fluid,  on  account  of  being 
plastered  over  with  fibrinous  deposit,  and  bound  down  by  dense,  teugh, 
leathery  adhesions,  thoracentesis,  although  it  may  serve  as  a  palliative 
by  removing  pressure  through  the  mediastinum  upon  the  opposite 
healthy  side,  can  not,  in  the  very  nature  of  things,  be  followed  by 
complete  recovery.  This  state  of  things  results  frequently  from  too 
long  deferring  the  operation,  and  it  may  be  stated  that  it  fs  just 
the  condition  which  has  given  rise  to  so  much  opposi^ou  to  the  pro- 
cedure, from  many  writers. 

Reasoning  analogically,  we  may  inquire  as  to  whether  the  opera- 
tion for  strangulated  hernia,  is  not  generallj  regarded  as  a  safe  one, 
Aud  attended  with  enough  success  to  justify  iis  performance  in  all  cases 
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reqairing  it.  But  suppose  we  temporize  and  defer  it  until  sphacelation 
of  the  gat  enanes,  must  we  then,  in  the  future,  ignore  it  entirely,  and 
regard  it  as  an  opprobrium  of  the  surgical  art,  because  in  these  des- 
perate cases  it  happens  to  be  unsnccesaful  ? 

As  to  the  nature  of  the  fluid  withdrawn,  and  its  bearing  on  the 
result  of  paracentesis,  something  might  be  said,  though  I  can  glean 
nothing  deGnite  on  thia  subject.  The  observations  and  statiBtica  of 
Bowditoh,  contained  in  his  one  hundred  and  fifty  cases,  are,  however, 
of  some  value.  He  states  that  "out  of  the  seventy-five,  the  fluid  ob- 
tained at  the  first  operation  was  serum,  in  twenty -six  of  which,  twenty- 
one  made  good  recoveries.  If  afterwards  the  fluid  became  purulent, 
I  have  noticed  an  almost  certain  fatality  to  attend  the  change.  Pus 
flowed  at  first  in  fourteen  cases — seven  of  these  recovered  and  seven 
died.  A  saDgninolent  fluid  at  the  first  puncture,  thin  and  of  a  dark 
red  color,  not  coagulatiDg,  I  consider  almost  certainly  fatal.  But  when 
the  fluid  becomes  of  this  color,  only  at  the  second  or  any  subsequent 
puncture,  I  deem  it  of  comparatively  little  importance.  A  mixture  of 
bloody,  purulent  fluid,  at  the  first  operation,  is  usually  fatal.  A  fetid 
gangrenous  fluid  ia  very  rare."  In  oases  where  no  fluid  was  obtained, 
Br.  B.  says :  "  In  seven  cases  I  got  no  fluid  whatever.  The  failure  was 
probably  due  to  the  cautious  and  slow  manner  in  which  I  plunged  the 
trochar  between  the  ribs,  carrying  thus  the  false  membrane  of  the  pleura 
costalis  before  the  instrument,  instead  of  piercing  it,  so  that  it  really 
never  entered  the  fluid."  Dr.  B.  also  states  that  other  times,  he  has  no 
doubt  but  that  an  error  in  diagnosis  was  made,  when  there  was  simply 
an  nnexpanded  lung,  covered  by  thick,  false  membranes,  causing  as 
much  flatness  on  percussion  as  if  there  was  fluid  present. 

The  danger  of  the  introduction  of  air  into  the  cavity  of  the  pleura, 
during  paracentesis,  has  long  occupied  the  attention  of  medical  men, 
and  given  rise  to  not  a  little  discussion.  The  opinion  of  the  great 
majority  at  the  present  day,  is  that,  though  the  long  continued  and  oft 
repeated  contact  of  air  with  the  pleura,  may  cause  increased  irritation, 
and  possibly  putridity  of  its  contents,  the  transient  introduction  of  it 
is  innoonous,  so  far  as  these  efiect^  are  concerned,  but  that  it  may  be 
detrimental,  and  as  little  as  possible  should  be  allowed  to  enter,  on  ac- 
count of  its  affording  an  obstacle  to  the  rapid  and  free  expansion  of 
the  lung,  after  the  removal  of  the  effusion.  Cases  are  on  record,  in 
which  immediately  after  the  operation  the  signs  of  pneumo-thorax  were 
developed,  showing  that  air  was  certainly  introduced,  and  yet  they 
were  followed  by  complete  recovery.    The  experiments  of  Nysten  and 
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SpeiBS,  clearly  indicate  that  air  tranBtently  applied,  exerts  no  delete- 
rious iofliieDce  on  the  contente  of  the  chest,  and  that  ita  removal  tanj 
be  entrusted  to  the  agencj  of  the  absorbente. 

If  the  fear  of  the  introdactioa  of  air  in  small  amount  into  the  cheat, 
is  to  deter  ub  from  operating  in  certain  cases,  we  should  never  resort 
to  the  procedure  at  all,  for  there  is  no  expedient  that  has,  or  can  be 
devised,  to  altogether  prevent  it.  Air  must,  and  always  does,  enter 
the  chest  during  paracentesis.  It  can  not  be  prevented  by  any  means. 
If  air  did  not  enter,  or  we  could  possibly  prevent  its  entrance,  none  of 
the  effusion  would  flow  outwards,  and  our  main  object,  relief  from  pres- 
sure and  distension,  would  be  defeated.  The  flowing  in  of  air,  is  an 
indispensable  condition  for  the  flowing  out  of  the  fluid. 

Shall  the  opening  of  paracentesis  be  closed  or  left  open?  No  rule 
which  will  apply  to  all  cases,  can  be  laid  down  on  this  point.  In  oases 
of  acute  pleturitic  efiiisions,  or  in  those  chronic  ones,  where  the  fluid  U 
found  to  be  serous,  and  when  we  hope  to  relieve  by  the  single  tapping, 
the  opening  should  be  closed  and  hermetically  sealed.  In  cases  where 
purulent  material  ia  discharged,  and  we  are  satisfied  that  re-accumula- 
tions will  take  place  from  time  to  time  (as  is  the  rule)  after  the  opera- 
tion, requiring  several  tappings,  the  wound  should  be  left  open,  kept 
open  and  not  allowed  to  heal.  This  is  to  be  advised  for  very  good 
reasons.  The  opening  thus  left,  by  establishing  drainage,  will  prevent 
a  re-accumulation,  and  allow  the  lung  to  become  unfolded.  If  the 
opening  is  closed,  operations  at  different  points  will  have  to  be  per- 
formed at  each  fresh  accumulation.  Air,  of  course,  will  then  enter  in 
large  quantities.  If  the  opening  is  closed  upon  this  air,  it  is  lefl  free 
to  prevent  expansion  gf  the  lung,  to  set  up  its  irritations  with  conse- 
quent putridity  and  offensive  accumulations,  without  a  vent.  In  short, 
if  air  must  pass  in,  give  it  and  its  consequent  offensive  materials,  chance 
to  pass  out. 

To  effect  this  object  perfectly  and  neatly,  the  drainage  system  sug- 
gested by  Chassaignac,  and  so  concisely  described  by  Mr.  Poland  in 
Holmes'  System  of  Surgery,  will  be  found  very  convenient  and  avail- 
able. 

The  question  has  been  discussed,  as  to  whether  all  the  fluid  should 
be  evacuated  at  one  sitting,  or  removed  at  successive  intervals.  Town- 
send,  Laennec,  Stokes,  Todd  Thompson  and  others,  decide  in  favor 
of  the  latter  procedure,  whilst  Bowditch  and  Flint  advise,  except 
under  peculiar  circumstances,  that  as  much  fluid  should  be  removed  as 
flows  freely  and  uninterruptedly  through  the  canula.     What  advan- 
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tages  accrue  IVom  multiple  evacntiona,  in  all  oaeeB,  instead  of  one  com- 
plete one,  does  not  appear  clear  to  my  mind.  In  some  cases,  however, 
when  from  the  great  debility  of  the  snbjeot,  it  is  found  that  a  large  and 
sudden  evacuation,  by  removing  a  long  accustomed  support  of  the  tho- 
racic viscera,  might  causa  syncope  with  quite  serious  shock  and  depres- 
sion, the  removal  of  small  portions  of  the  fluid  at  iutervals,  in  suffi- 
cient quantities  to  palliate  urgent  symptoms,  would  certainly  be  the 
more  prudent  procedure. 

When  from  the  long  contact  of  air  with  the  pleural  cavity,  or  from 
other  causes,  the  discharges  become  putrescent  and  offensive,  or  with 
the  idea  that  a  new  diseased  action  can  be  established  in  the  chronic- 
ally inflamed  and  pyogenic  membrane,  authorities  are  for  the  most  part 
agreed,  tbat  simple  and  medicated  injections  are  not  only  innocuous, 
but  of  great  utility.  They  may  consist,  either  of  simple  warm  water, 
or  water  holding  in  solution,  drugs  of  the  alterative  and  detergent  class, 
BQch  as  chlorine,  bromine,  iodine,|cbloride  of  zinc,  permanganate  of  pot- 
ash, &c.  The  researches  of  Pasteur,  utilised  by  Lister,  as  to  the  uses  of 
carbolic  acid,  in  surgery,  point  to  that  agent  as  being  the  most  effec- 
tive we  could  use  in  this  class  of  affections — as  an  injection  to  be  used 
in  aqueous  solution,  or  suspended  in  oil  or  glycerine.  The  opening  of 
the  operation  might  be  covered  over  with  a  paste  of  the  same,  made 
with  glycerine  and  whiting. 

For  performing  the  operation,  cauterization,  the  simple  incision, 
and  the  incision  with  the  trochar  and  canula,  have  been  recommended 

Cauterization  has  justly  become  almost  obsolete,  and  repudiated  by 
modern  surgeons.  Besides  puseessiug  no  advantages  over  the  simple 
and  less  tedious  methods  of  operating,  it  is  much  more  painfull  and 
harassing  to  the  patient.  As  recommended  by  Walsbe,  however,  in 
cases  where  the  collection  points  externally,  and  patients  are  possessed 
with  a  dread  of  cutting  instruments,  the  caustics  may  be  made  use  of. 

The  simple  incision  is  now  but  tittle  used,  on  account  of  its  afford- 
ing so  incomplete  an  exit  to  the  passage  of  the  fluid,  and  at  the  present 
day,  the  incision  with  the  trochar  and  canula  are  in  general  use.  Wy- 
man's  suction  pump  apparatus,  so  much  used  and  so  highly  recom- 
mended by  Dr.  Bowditch,  is  a  moat  ingenious  contrivance.  By  its  use, 
we  allow  but  a  very  small  amount  of  air  to  enter  the  cheat,  and  by  Its 
great  suction  power  we  are  enabled  to  draw  out  again  what  little  air 
maj/  enter.  We  are,  also,  enabled  by  it  to  draw  out  thick,  consistent, 
stringy  collections  which  would  with  difficulty  flow  through  the  ordi- 
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nary  anassisted  cannla,  Author] ties,  generally,  make  diviBion  for  tb« 
exit  of  the  fluid  into  the  place  or  empr/ema  of  necettity,  and  the  place 
of  election,  according  as  the  collection  points  externally  by  perforation 
of  a  coBtal  lamina,  nature's  method ;  or  where  the  eurgeon  is  at  liberty 
to  select  a  point,  for  the  introduction  of  instratnents  in  puncture. 

Aa  soon  as  the  external  tnmor  becomes  well  defined,  it  ie  adviaed 
by  most  observers  to  puncture  and  eracaate  the  collection  at  its  most 
dependent  part,  in  order  to  aroid  the  possible  danger  of  caries  of  the 
rib,  together  with  burrowing  of  the  fluid  in  the  formation  of  long  and 
intricate  sinuous  passages.  But  when  auscultation  elicits  the  fact  that 
the  collection  is  not  confined  by  adhesions,  and  that  there  can  be  no 
danger  of  wounding  the  lung,  a  counter  opening  may  be  made.  A 
valuable  suggestion  is  ofiered  by  Prof  Flint  on  this  point;  he  says: 
"If  a  perforation  be  at  a  point  so  far  above  the  bottom  of  the  sac  that 
only  a  portion  of  the  fluid  is  evacuated,  more  or  less  constantly  re- 
maining below  the  point  of  perforation,  a  counter  opening  should  b« 
made." 

Authorities  differ  as  to  the  place  of  election,  or  the  point  to  be 
chosen  for  the  introduction  of  the  trochar,  in  cases  where  we  have  that 
choice.  Laennec,  having  in  view  the  possible  danger  of  transfixing 
the  diaphragm,  or  wounding  the  liver,  spleen  and  other  important  ab- 
dominal viscera,  and  from  the  fact  that  in  his  own  observation,  "the 
upper  lobe  adheres  to  the  ribs  more  fVequentiy  than  any  other  part  of 
the  lung,  and  that  the  lower  lobe  is  frequently  attached  to  the  dia- 
phragm, while  adhesions  seldom  exist  at  the  central  part  of  the  chest," 
prefers  the  space  between  the  fifth  and  sixth  ribs.  This  can  be  made 
the  most  dependent  part,  by  inclining  the  patient  towards  the  affected 
side. 

Stokes  advises  that  the  operation  be  performed  higher  up  than  is 
usually  recommended,  for  the  following  reasons:  "The  lower  situation 
is  not  better  for  facilitating  the  flow  of  fluid,  for  it  can,  and  has  taken 
place  from  different  parts  of  the  chest."  He  argues  that  in  moat 
case  where  the  empi/ema  of  neeeteity  occurs,  the  tumor  forma  in  the 
third  or  fourth  inter-space,  near  the  sternum  and  clavicle,  and  in  the 
axilla.  He  draws  a  fair  analogical  conclusion  from  this,  inasmuch  as 
nature  seems  to  indicate  a  high  operation. 

Townsend  and  Walshe  favor  the  views  of  Stokes.  French  authori- 
ties, as  a  rule,  headed  by  Velpeau,  prefer  the  third  intercostal  spabe 
for  the  left,  and  the  fourth  for  the  right  side,  assigning  nearly  the 
■ame  reasons  for  the  selection  that  Stokes  and  others  do.     Malgaigne 
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idviaes  as,  in  order  to  avoid  the  arteries  and  the  diaphragm,  to  select 
the  middle  third  of  the  contoiiT  of  the  chest,  at  the  third  or  fourth  inter- 
space, counting  f^om  beloT  upwards.  In  fat  and  veil  developed  per- 
sons, as  regards  the  exact  point  to  be  selected,  he  remarks  that,  "as  a 
proximate  guide  it  will  be  found  about  six  fingers  breadth  below  the 
inferior  angle  of  the  scapula." 

Boirditch  prefers,  as  the  miost  appropriate  spot  for  puncture,  "the 
space  between  the  ninth  and  tenth  ribs,  on  a,  line  let  fall  from  the  angle 
of  the  scapula."  He  states,  also,  that  in  selecting  an  inter-costal  space 
on  the  postero -lateral  portion  of  the  chest,  be  chooses  one  "  on  a  level 
with  the  lowest  point  at  which  the  respiratory  murmar  can  be  heard  in 
the  healthy  lung  of  the  opposite  pleural  cavity." 

Whenever  and  wherever  we  operate,  two  (biaga  should  always  be 
borne  in  mind,  vis :  To  avoid  wounding  Ihe  diaphragm  and  the  inter- 
costal artery,  and  to  select  that  point  which  will  give  complete  and 
free  access  to  the  flow  of  fluid. 


CASE  OP  EXTENSIVE  FRACTURE  OF  THE  SKULL— RECOV- 


BT  W.  a.  HAYUOND,  M.  D.,  KOSTICILtO,  INDIANA. 

The  patient,  Benjamin  J.  Peterson,  aged  thirty  years,  was  lojured 
in  the  following  manner:  On  the  27th  day  of  last  August,  while 
reaching  over  the  tumbling  shaft  of  a  threshing  maohine,  in  the  act  of 
oiling  some  part  of  the  machinery,  the  clothing  of  his  right  arm  was 
caught  by  the  shaft,  dragging  him  upon  it,  and  causing  him  to  revolve 
with  it.  His  forehead  was  drawn  down  upon  the  upper  knuckle  of 
the  shaft,  near  the  cylinder,  and  carried  around  in  its  revolutions 
through  the  narrow  space  which  separates  it  from  the  body  of  the  ma- 
chine, a  distance  not  greater  than  the  shortest  diameter  of  an  average 
adnit  head.  A  holt  of  iron  abont  three-fourths  of  ao  inch  in  diameter, 
passed  through  the  knuckle,  one  end  of  which  projected  an  inch  be- 
yond its  surface.  The  projecting  end  of  this  bolt,  in  its  rapid  revolu- 
tions, was  brought  to  play  directly  upon  his  forehead,  while  he  was 
revolving  with  the  shaft. 

The  accident  occurred  at  ten  o'clock  A.  H.,  and  his  injuries  re- 
mained undressed  until  my  arrival,  four  hours  later.     All  the  scalp  of 
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the  right  aide  of  the  os  frootis,  with  a  portion  from  the  temporal  bono 
was  separated  from  the  skull,  and  hung  in  bruised  and  torn  fragments 
upon  his  right  cheek,  revealing  the  existence  of  a  large  fissure  occa- 
sioned by  the  removal  of  obboous  structures.  The  lower  line  of  the 
fracture  extended  from  a  point  in  the  median  line  of  the  os  frontis,  to 
A  point  a  few  lines  beyond  the  temporal  ridge,  on  the  right  side,  run- 
ning with  the  snperoilliarj  ridge,  and  nearly  parallel  with  the  orbital 
arch.  From  the  commencing  point  in  the  median  line,  the  fracture 
ext«nded  almost  directly  upwards  the  distance  of  an  inch,  thence  paral- 
lel with  the  lower  line  to  the  temporal  ridge.  The  fracture  on  the 
fourth  side  was  about  au  inch  in  length,  and  chiefly  to  the  right  of  the 
temporal  ridge. 

Here,  then,  was  a  portion  of  the  skull,  nearly  rectangular  in  shape, 
about  three  Inches  in  length,  and  an  inch  or  more  In  average  width, 
broken  into  fragments,  some  of  which  were  carried  away  by  the  bolt 
of  iron,  but  a  larger  number  by  some  peculiar  action  of  the  me- 
chanical force,  were  turned  edgewise  and  buried  in  the  brain  to  a  depth 
of  from  half  to  three-fourths  of  an  inch.  Some  of  these  fragments 
were  set  in  perpendicularly  and  others  obliquely,  and  all  com- 
pletely separated.  The  membranes,  within  the  space  occupied  by  the 
IVacture,  were  torn  to  pieces  and  almost  entirely  destroyed,  leaving  the 
lacerated  brain  naked. 

In  removing  the  fragments  of  bone  a  small  quantity  of  brain, 
amounting  to  about  a  teaspoonful,  escaped.  It  is  not  improbable  that 
some  of  the  brain  was  lost  at  the  machine,  which  corresponds  with  the 
statements  made  by  some  of  the  bystanders.  But  this  quantity,  if  any, 
was  undoubtedly  not  great.  In  addition  to  the  severe  injury  of  the 
head,  the  patient's  right  arm  was  fractured  in  the  middle  of  the  os 
humerus,  and  severly  braised  aronnd  the  fractured  region. 

Notwithstanding  the  extent  of  the  fracture  of  the  skull  and  its 
complications,  the  patient  did  not,  at  the  time  the  accident  occurred, 
manifest  the  slightest  mental  disturbance,  nor  has  he  since.  As  soon 
as  he  was  cut  loosefrom  the  shaft,  he  remarked  that  his  "right  arm  was 
broken,"  and  was  able  to  walk  to  the  house,  a  distance  of  about  sixty 
yards. 

Treatment  in  the  first  place— a  careful  removal  of  the  fragments 
of  bone.  These,  as  before  stated,  were  all  buried  in  the  substance 
of  the  brain.  They  were  discovered  by  exploring  with  the  finger, 
and,  when  found,  removed  with  the  forceps.  During  this  some- 
what painful  process,  the  patient,  (who  is  by  nature  a  merry  fellow,) 
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contmtted  to  telk  in  his  usual  pleasant  and  witty  manner,  and  without 
appearing  t«  manifest  seriooa  concern  abont  hla  dangeroos  condition. 
He  declared  "it  was  the  worst  scrape  he  ever  got  into;"  bat  his  chief 
uneasiness  was  about  his  arm.  He  was  very  desirous  of  having  it 
"fixed  up  right,"  so  he  could  work  again. 

After  remoYing  the  broken  pieces  of  skull  from  the  brain,  and 
clots  of  blood,  the  lacerated  scalp  was  drawn  over  the  chasm,  and 
the  edges  closed  by  sutures  and  adhesive  strips.  A  dressing  of  chsrpie 
was  applied,  which  was  retained  in  place  by  compress  and  bandage. 
False  sixty  per  minute.  Ordered  his  head  to  be  kept  cold,  and  sulph. 
magnesia-^BS.  to  be  given.     Applied  splinta  to  his  arm. 

August  30. — Patient  quite  comfortable,  though  complaining  some 
of  his  arm.  Pulse  eighty-four.  Rested  well  through  lihe  night  without 
anodynes.  Has  manifested  no  signs  of  mental  disturbance.  Bowels 
unmoved.  Ordered  sul.  mag.  |  j  to  be  given;  cat  his  hair  off  close  to 
the  scalp,  and  applied  ice  contained  in  a  bladder  to  his  head. 

August  31. — Patient  in  fine  spirits,  and  his  mind  olear  and  undis- 
torbed.  Bight  eye  closed  by  swelling  from  inflammation  of  the  injured 
parts.  Pulse  ninety-six  per  minute.  Cathartic  operated  efficiently. 
Prescribed  ant.  et  potas.  tartras  ^th  grain.,  every  foni  hours,  with  tinct. 
virat.  viride  gtto.  viij.,  calomel  and  jalap  a&  grains  tI^.,  to  be  taken  at 
the  hour  of  bedtime.     Continne  ioe  to  his  head. 

September  1. — Patient  cheerful.  Pulse  eighty.  Bemoved  dressings 
from  the  head,  which  was  followed  by  a  copious  discharge  of  purulent 
natter.  Applied  dressing  of  oiled  lint.  Continue  the  antimony  and 
veratmm. 

September  2. — Pulse  sizty-siz.  Bemoved  several  sutures.  Pua 
escaping  freely  from  several  places.  Patient  in  his  osual  cheerhil  mood, 
and  very  hopeful. 

September  3,  4  and  5. — Patient  continues  doing  well.  Pulse  has 
ranged  from  seventy-six  to  sixty-eight.     7'reatment  continued. 

September  6. — Patient  doing  remarkably  well.  Discontinne  all  in- 
ternal treatment  except  cathartics.     Pulse  sizty-siz. 

September  8. — Patient  improving.  PuTse  sixty-six.  Bowels  costive. 
Prescribed  mercuiial  cathartic,  to  be  followed,  if  necessary,  with  sulpb. 
mag.  The  scalp  is  healing  slowly  in  several  places.  Owing  to  the 
extent  and  nature  of  the  injuries  received  by  the  soft  structures,  it 
was  impossible  to  obtain  enough  to  cover  all  parts  of  the  skull  from 
which  thej  were  removed;  but  with  some  difficulty  the  fVagment«  were 
joined  to  as  to  afford  a  covering  to  the  exposed  brain.    A  portion  ef 
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denuded  skull  about  an  inoh  square,  above  the  fractured  region,  was 
left  uncoyered. 

September  9. — ^Patient  in  fine  spirits,  and  telling  anecdotes  for  the 
amusement  of  his  friends.    Pulse  sixty-sii. 

September  11. — Pulse  siztj-six.  Pub  discharging  freely  through 
the  orifices  is  the  soalp.  No  union  yet  among  the  fragments  of  the 
soalp. 

September  13. — Considerable  quantity  of  thin  pue  escaping  fVem  a 
small  circular  opening  at  the  lower  border  of  the  fracture.  Union 
slowly  taking  place  in  aeveral  points  of  the  scalp.  Stimulating  appli- 
cations applied  to  edges  of  the  scalp,  to  enconrage  the  growth  of  gran- 
ulations.    Ice  iutermittingly  coatinaed  to  the  head.     Pulse  sizty-five. 

September  IS. — PaUe  eixty-Bix.  Scalp  united  in  all  places  over 
the  fracture,  except  the  round  opening  at  the  lower  border.  Qianula- 
tions  advancing  very  slowly  in  the  margin  of  scalp  sarroanding  th« 
denuded  skull.  Applied  to  it  with  a  camel  hair  pencil  a  mixture  of 
equal  parts  of  cantharidal  lotion  and  oil  of  turpentiue.  Patient  re- 
mains totally  free  from  pain  about  the  head — has  had  no  headache 
"since  he  was  hurt — is  cheerful  and  comfortable,  and  in  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  his  mental  faculties. 

September  17. — Pulse  sixty-eight.  Patient  improving  rapidly. 
Bowels  well  purged  from  cathartic  of  sulph.  mag.,  taken  yesterday. 
Granulations  springing  up  firom  the  pericranium  in  the  center  of  denu- 
ded bone  and  the  margin  of  surrounding  scalp. 

September  20. — Pulse  seventy-two.  Healing  process  advancing 
more  rapidly.  Patient  able  to  walk  about  his  room — was  carried  to- 
day on  a  sofa,  to  another  house  about  half  a  mile  from  the  cabin 
where  he  has  been  confined. 

September  23. — Patient  sanguine  of  recovery;  in  fact,  has  never 
entertained  any  other  opinion.  Pulse  seventy-five.  Some  improve- 
ment manifest. 

September  26. — Rapid  improvement.  Pulse  normal.  Appetite 
good.  Edges  of  scalp  covered  with  healthy  granulations,  and  those 
on  Uie  skull  inoreasng.  Slight  discharge  of  healthy  pus  from  the 
small  opening  at  lower  edge  of  fracture.  Union  of  the  fractured  hu- 
Biems  has  not  taken  place,  though  the  arm  has  ceased  to  be  painful. 

October  1, — Patient  was  removed  home,  to-day,  in  a  carriage,  a  dis- 
tance of  eight  miles,  and  continues  to  do  well.    Is  able  to  go  about. 

November  2. — Saw  the  patient  to-day — had  a  slight  chill  yesterday, 
which  has  no  connection  with  his  injuries — feels  well  enough  to-day. 
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Discharges  of  pnsftom  the  fraoture  ceaaed  entirely  about  three  weeks 
and  head  healed  up  in  every  place.  Imperfect  or  delayed  union  i& 
the  JVactured  arm-  Ordered  spliDts  to  be  removed  daily,  the  arm  to 
be  gently  rubbed,  and  tincture  of  iodine  to  be  applied  about  the  frac- 
tured region.  Prescribed  mur.  Unct.  Ferri,  gtt.  xz,  to  be  taken  three 
times  a  day. 

December  10. — Patient  called  at  my  office  to-day,  after  a  ride  of 
ten  miles  in  a  wagon.  Head  entirely  well — arm  firmly  united,  and  re- 
covery complete  in  all  respects,  except  that  he  has  uot  yet  obtained 
perfect  use  of  his  arm,  but  undoubtedly  wilt  in  a  reasonable  time. 

The  fortunate  result  in  this  case  was,  perhaps,  greatly  due  to  the 
opening  at  the  lower  part  of  the  fraoture,  which  afforded  a  free  outlet 
^om  the  floor  of  the  brain  for  the  discharge  of  the  products  of  in- 
flammation. There  have  probably  been  many  cases  of  recovery  where  a 
larger  quantity  of  eknll  was  lost  than  in  this  case ;  but  perhaps  few  where 
fracture  to  such  extent  was  associated  with  severe  lesions  of  the  brain 
■nd  its  membranes,  without  the  occnrrenoe  of  any  mental  disturbance 
whatever.  The  patient  is  aow  in  excellent  health  and  experiences  no 
ill  effects  from  the-injuries  to  the  head,  except  a  slight  sensation  of 
uneasiness  when  stooping,  caused  by  the  brain  pressing  against  the  in- 
teguments. 


ON  LITHOTOMY  OF  THE  GALL-BLADDER. 


Vtofamomt  SAtgtrj  Ib  tbo  Hadlcil  GsllessDr  Ohio;  Soriwa  to  lb*  Bunirilu  BoiplUI,  ClD. 

Some  ten  years  since,  with  Prof.  Oomegys,  we  had  an  opportunity 
of  examining  a  female  patient,  who  was  passing  through  a  spontaneous 
opening  in  the  abdominal  walls  biliary  calculi,  of  various  forms  and 
dimenaions.  During  a  period  of  a  few  months,  not  leas  than  ninety- 
six  were  thus  discharged,  after  which  the  flstuloos  opening  closed,  and 
the  patient  has  ever  since  enjoyed  excellent  health.  The  above  case, 
in  connection  with  one  reported  by  Dr.  J.  S.  Bobbs  of  Indianapolis, 
(TVant.  lad.  Slate  Med.  Soc.,  1868,)  in  which  he  opened  a  tumor  pre- 
senting "just  inside  the  right  iliac  bone,"  and  removed  a  number  of 
biliary  calculi,  has  indnoed  us  to  collect  such  oases  as  we  could  find 
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Bc&tt«red  in  Tarioas  writiDga,  he  veil  as  to  trace  tbe  history  of  the  earli* 
est  proposition  to  resort  to  the  knife. 

In  the  first  rolnme  of  J.  L.  Pelit's  TraiU  de$  Maladia  Chirwr- 
fficaU$,  Paris  Ei.,  1790,*  at  p.  293,  ve  find  a  chapter  entitled.  Parallel 
between  Retention  of  Bile,  and  Calculi  in  the  Gail-Bladder  and  Re- 
tention of  Urine  and  Stone  in  the  Bladder,  (^Parallele  de  la  reUntion 
de  la  bite  etdespierra  de  la  veticule  dujiel,  avec  la  retention,  d' urine  el 
let  pierret  de  la  ceMie.)  He  remarks  that  hy  means  of  this  analogy 
we  emancipate  ourselves  (nous  nom  emanciponi)  so  to  speak,  to  per- 
form what  has  Dot  before  been  attempted.  He  refers  to  three  cases 
contained  in  his  Netnoire  upon  this  subject  read  to  the  "  aitemblee  pvh- 
liqve"  in  1733,  (mU  Mem.  de  I.  Aead.  Roy.  de  Chirurgie,  1733),  in 
which  a  distended  gall-bladder,  having  been  mistaken  for  an  abscess, 
was  opened  either  by  puncture  or  incision,  causing  the  death  of  two  of 
the  patients,  as  he  bellved  from  the  extravasation  of  bile,  and  the  effect 
of  this  substance  upon  the  viscera  (Taction  de  cette  liqueur  lur  tout  la 
visceral,)  These  cases,  he  remarks,  are  soScient  to  show  the  Eeal  of 
youDg  surgeons  who  are  always  ready  to  use  the  knife,  even  when 
adhesions  have  not  formed  betweeo  the  distended  gall-bladder  and  the 
abdominal  parietes.  But  as  one  of  the  three  did  escape  with  life,  he 
insists  that  the  fatal  results  in  the  other  two  should  not  render  us  too 
timid  in  resorting  to  -this  proceeding  in  which  the  result  was  more  for- 
tunate in  consequence  of  the  adhesions  which  had  formed  and  which 
were  sufficient  to  guard  against  the  extravasation  of  the  bile.  He 
states  that  when  the  patient  has  had  fVequent  and  severe  attacks  with 
inflammation  over  the  scat  of  the  tnmor,  we  have  a  right  to  infer  that 
adhesions  have  formed.  In  such  cases,  if  tbe  retention  of  bile  is  likely 
to  cause  the  death  of  the  patient,  he  would  advise  tbe  puncture  of  the 
tumor  with  a  trocar,  as  his  colleague,  M.  Mery,  had  often  done  in  cases 
of  Tet«ntion  of  urine.  In  proposing  to  enrich  surgery  with  tbe  new 
operation  of  lithotomy  of  the  gall-bladder,  be  admits  that  so  far  as 
the  parallel,  in  detecting  with  the  sound  biliary  calculi  in  the  urinary 
bladder,  must  frequently  fail,  nevertheless,  when  biliary  calculi  are 
known  to  be  present,  and  adhesions  have  formed,  then  lithotomy  may 
be  performed  without  danger.  It  is  in  these  cases,  he  remarks,  that 
the  skillful  surgeon  may  show  his  genius,  (pent  montre  ton  genie.)  If 
the  tumor  has  been  'punctured  through  the  same  opening,  a  proper 
sound  may  be  introduced,  tbe  calculi  detected,  and  in  tbe  following 
manner  extracted :     The  puncture  having  been  made  with  a  trocar  and 
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c&Dula,  the  former  is  wttbdrawn  And  a  portion  of  the  fluid  allowed  to 
escape.  A  long  button -pointed  probe,  sufBcientl;  flexible  to  be  brought 
in  contact  with  varioua  portions  of  the  gall-bladder,  is  then  introduced 
through  the  canola,  and  if  the  atone  be  detected,  it  is  withdrawn,  and 
without  removing  the  canula,  which  serves  as  a  guide,  with  a  sharp 
bistour;  both  the  integuments  and  the  gall-bladder  are  divided  to  the 
extent  deemed  necessary.  The  forefinger  of  the  left  hand  is  now  intro- 
duced into  the  cavity  of  the  gall-bladder,  the  calculi  felt  and  with 
suitable  forceps  extracted.  Petit  adds  that  the  above  is  sufficient  to 
present  the  reader  with  his  idea  of  this  new  operation — "do  I  say  new? 
It  is  not  new,  for  Madame  Fibergeau  submitted  to  two  operations  after 
an  interval  of  several  months.  She  suffered  from  retention  of  bile  in 
the  gall-bladder.  Believing  it  to  be  an  abscess,  it  was  opened,  and  the 
wound  remained  fistulous.  Several  months  after  the  puncture,  she 
submitted  to  an  operation  to  close  the  fistula.  A  stone  the  siie  of  a 
pigeon's  egg  was  found  at  the  bottom  of  the  fistula — that  is  to  say,  in 
the  gal!  bladder — which  was  withdrawn  with  the  forceps.  Was  this  not 
an  operation  for  the  extraction  of  a  stone,  and  done  "en  deux  lempt," 
M  several  other  surgeons  have  performed  lithotomy  for  the  removal  of 
urinary  calculi?  How  many  patients  have  perished  because  the  nature 
of  their  disease  has  not  been  detected,  or  if  detected,  because  the  sur- 
geon has  been  too  timid  to  attempt  their  rescue  by  the  measure  I  have 
proposed?"  He  then  gives  us  in  full  detail  such  cases  as  be  has  been 
able  to  find  recorded,  where  the  autopsy  demonstrated  that  the  opera- 
tion might  have  been  performed. 

The  first  case  was  in  the  practice  of  M.  Leaute :  A  man  set.  45,  who 
for  a  long  time  had  been  suffering  from  hepatic  derangement,  with 
intervals,  however,  of  good  health,  at  length  gradually  wasted  away 
and  died.  A  tumor  formed  by  the  gall-bladder,  filled  the  right  hypo- 
chondrium,  having  the  form  of  a  large  encumber.  It  pressed  the  liver, 
stomach,  omentum  and  colon,  against  the  diaphragm,  and  the  thick- 
ness of  the  liver  was  diminished.  The  distended  gall-bladder  was 
adherent  to  that  portion  of  the  liver  which  covered  it,  whilst  the  ante- 
rior part  was  firmly  attached  to  the  peritoneal  lining  gf  the  abdominal 
parietes.  Leaute  opened  it,  when  a  large  quantity  of  a  very  limpid 
fluid,  but  viscous  and  bitter,  escaped,  after  which  he  extracted  sixty 
calculi  of  various  forms  and  dimensions. 

The  next  case  occurred  to  M.  Bargeat:  A  female  set.  C6,  for  sev- 
eral years  had  been  subject  to  hepatic  colic,  and  movvemenli  de  vapeurt, 
kypocondriaquei,  when  a  hard  tumor  appeared  on  the  right  side  of  the 
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abdomen,  and  increaBing,  extended  toward  the  anterior  and  BQperior 
spines  -sf  the  ilium.  The  tumor  presented  itself  during  a  period  when 
Ihe  patient  seemed  to  be  enjoying  excellent  health.  Neglecting  her- 
self, however,  she  Kad  a  relapse  of  her  former  troubles,  and  sought 
medical  aid.  The  symptoms — violent  c«lic,  nausea,  fever  and  wake- 
fulness— were  not  supposed  to  have  any  connection  with  the  abdominal 
tumor,  which  to  the  touch  seemed  to  involve  wily  the  ioteguments,  or 
the  abdominal  parietes.  The  patient  was  bled,  and  other  measures 
adopted  which  gave  her  temporary  relief;  but  for  nearly  three  years 
she  suffered  from  a  renewal  of  these  troubles.  At  length,  the  abdom- 
inal tumor  began  for  the  first  time  to  become  painful.  Poultices  were 
applied  for  two  mouths,  when  a  spontaneous  opening  occurred. 

After  discharging  for  several  months,  and  causing  the  almost  total 
disappearance  of  the  tumor,  the  fistula  became  closed.  For  a  long 
time  it  alternately  opened  and  closed,  until,  at  last,  the  patient,  with 
her  old  attack  of  pain  reuurring  so  frequently,  became  exceedingly 
emaciated  and  died.  A  probe  passed  into  the  fistulous  orifice — to 
which  the  patient,  while  living,  would  not  consent — penetrated  more 
than  five  inches,  passing  obliquely  toward  the  gall-bladder,  which  was 
uot  of  its  ordinary  form,  but  divided  into  three  well  marked  cul-de- 
sacs,  in  which  calculi  were  lodged.  An  elongated  band  connected  the 
gall-bladder  with  the  abdominal  parietes.  It  was  in  the  form  of  a 
cord,  and  a  fistula  extended  through  it  from  the  gall-bladder  to  the 
external  orifice. 

A  third  case  was  in  the  practice  of  M.  de  la  Peyronie,  which  pre- 
sented many  features  in  common  with  those  already  reported.  Through 
an  opening  spontaneoaslj  formed,  large  quantities  of  bile  and  numer- 
ous calculi  were  discharged.  The  fistula  having  become  obstructed, 
a  sound  was  introduced  into  the  gall-bladder,  when  another  stone 
escaped  with  the  bile.  Two  years  afterwards,  although  the  fistula 
remained  open,  the  patient  was  in  the  enjoyment  of  excellent  health. 

From  the  above  facts  Petit  concludes  that  in  similar  cases,  should 
the  symptoms  return,  caused  by  calculi  retained  in  the  gall-bladder, 
the  fistula  should  be  dilated  by  means  of  prepared  sponge  or  other 
means,  and  the  calculi  withdrawn,  as  had  already  been  done  by  skillful 
practitioners.  That  if  the  symptoms  should  depend  upon  inspissated 
bile  retained  in  the  gall-bladder,  the  latter  should  be  washed  out  with 
appropriate  injections. 

He  next  quotes  the  ease  reported  by  M,  Saurau.  In  this  the  pa- 
-tlent  suffered  for  a  long  time  from  biliary  trouble;  an  abscess  fi&ally 
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gave  exit  to  the  couteute  of  a  tumor,  formed  b;  a  distended  gall-blad- 
der. While  tlie  fistula  remained  open,  the  patient  would  be  comfort- 
able ;  bat  when  closed,  her  Bufferings  were  severe.  Sauraa,  with  a 
sound,  detected  a  hard  body,  which  appeared  to  be  sitoated  over  the  mus- 
cles of  the  abdomen.  He  made  an  incision  which  enabled  him  to  lay 
hold  of  this  foreign  body,  which  he  found  adherent,  but  which  was 
finally  detached  and  extracted.  It  proved  to  be  a  biliary  calculus  four 
inches  in  length  and  three  in  oircninference.  Having  completed  this 
operation,  he  discovered  another  canal  leading  to  the  opposite  side,  ex- 
tending beyond  the  linea  alba  to  the  left  hypochoadrium,  but  giving 
rise  to  no  appearance  of  a  tumor.  He  introduced  a  sound  some  three 
inches,  and  found  a  second  calculus,  which  was  reached  after  making 
the  proper  incisions,  and  withdrawn.  Through  the  opening  in  the 
right  hypochondrium,  for  some  days,  bile  mixed  with  pus  escaped ;  but 
the  progress  of  Uie  case  was  favorable,  and  in  about  two  months  the 
patient  was  perfectly  cured.  l  . .  > 


STILLINGIA  IN  SYPHILIS. 

BT  DR.    J.   C.   H'HSOHAN,  CINCINNATI,   OHIO. 

In  the  Ameriean  Medical  Recorder  for  April,  1828,  (vol.  xiii,  page 
313,)  Dr.  Simons  recommended  the  use  of  stillingia  In  secondary  syph- 
ilis, in  place  of  mercury.  This  article,  at  the  time,  attracted  consid- 
erable notice,  and  the  drag  came  into  popular  use.  Doctors  Lopei 
And  Frost  also  wrote  in  favor  of  its  use  and  confirmed  the  views  of 
Simons  in  regard  to  its  efficacy  in  syphilis. 

For  the  past  few  years,  owing  to  some  unaccountable  reason,  it  has 
been  seldom  prescribed. 

We  have  nsed  the  drug  in  a  certain  form  of  syphilis,  and  with  the 
finest  resalts,  and  have  seen  Dr.  Dawson,  Surgeon  to  the  Cincinnati 
Hospital,  |irescribe  it  frequently,  with  the  most  marked  effect,  when 
other  remedies  had  failed. 

The  ibrm  of  syphilis  in  which  it  is  most  nse&il,  is  secondary,  where 
the  symptoms  of  tertiary  are  just  beginning  to  manifest  themselves,  but 
it  is  also  useful  later  in  the  tertiary  form,  in  combination  with  iodide 
cf  potassium. 
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In  secondary  Byphilis,  in  broken  dovn  subjects,  mercury  is,  ef 
course,  objectionable,  and  if  adminietered,  can  not  be  carried  to  th« 
point  where  it  would  ^re  a  marked  effect  npon  the  syphilitic  eruption. 
If  metcnry  can  not  be  adminietered,  there  are  bat  few  remedies  left  to 
prescribe,  and  the  principal  ones,  perhaps,  are  sarsaparilla,  and  iodide  of 
potassinm.  The  latter  remedy  is  Tcry  good  in  the  tertiary  form,  but 
in  the  secondary,  it  haa  been  fonnd  almost  inert,  haTing  bat  rery  little, 
if  any,  effect  upon  the  eraption.  Sarsaparilla,  at  one  time,  had  quite  a 
reputation,  and  it  was  next  to  impossible  for  a  patient  to  recorer  with- 
out its  administration.  It  is  now  seldom  administered,  except  for  its 
moral  effect,  unless  outside  of  the  regular  profession.  Now,  in  primary, 
we  have  iodide  of  mercury,  (and  in  healthy  subjects  it  is  the  proper 
remedy  in  secondary),  and  in  tertiary,  the  iodide  of  potassium.  But 
here  is  a  vaeaney,  what  is  the  remedy  in  secondary  when  the  patient  is 
broken  down  in  health  or  when  mercury  has  been  used  without  effect? 
There  is  but  one  remedy  in  the  materia  medica  that  can  fill  the  vacancy 
properly,  and  that  one  is  stillingia.  For  broken  down  patients  with 
the  syphilitic  eruption,  to  patients  on  whom  mercury  has  had  no  effect, 
and  to  patients  in  whom  the  bones  have  become  affected  and  the  sec- 
ondary manifestations  still  continue,  let  this  remedy  be  given: 

Cabs  I — Jno.  L ,  laborer,  aged  twenty-five,  came  under  onr 

care  August  10th;  had  primary  disease  eighteen  months  previous  to 
this  time;  suffered  greatly  from  the  eruption;  general  health  very 
poor.  Put  npon  tonics,  and  in  conjunction  with  them,  stillingia.  In 
one  month,  the  eruption  almost  disappeared. 

Cask  II — Ferdinand  G ,  aged  twenty-two,  applied  for  relief 

July  2Sth;  had  the  eruption  in'various  parts  of  the  body,  and  bones 
of  the  nose  were  necrosed ;  the  parietal  bone  of  the  right  side  was  also 
undergoing  necrosis.  For  the  eruption,  prescribed  stillingia,  and  for 
the  tertiary  symptoms,  iodide  of  potassinm;  he  also  took  supporting 
and  tonic  remedies,  and  a  little  surgical  interfer^ice  was  necessary  in 
regard  to  the  dead  bones.  In  a  few  weeks  he  was  much  better,  and  he 
is  still  improving  in  his  general  health.  At  present,  the  eruption  has 
entirely  disappeared. 

The  best  preparation  of  the  drug  is  tho  stillingiD,  and  of  this,  two 
grains  can  be  given  three  times  a  day.  Of  course  the  drug  is  not  to 
be  relied  on  to  the  exclusion  of  other  remedies,  such  as  tonics,  iron 
and  supporting  remedies,  but  is  to  be  used  in  oonjunotion  with  them. 
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BELLADONNA  IN  HOOPING-COUGH. 

BT  DB.  B.  8.  WOOOWOBTH,  FOBT  WATNC. 

I  heard  Brow iL-Sequard  Eaj,  in  a  speech  or  lectar«  before  the  Amer- 
ican Medical  Aesooiation,  at  Baltimore,  a  few  yeare  ago,  that  hooping- 
eongh  conld  he  cured  in  three  days  by  belladonna.  But  that  in  order 
to  do  thiB,  it  would  be  necessary  that  the  phyBici&n  should  stay  in  the 
house  of  the  patient  and  wat«h  the  effects  of  the  medioine.  I  took 
notes  of  this  lecture  at  the  time,  and  on  the  first  opportunity,  I  pre- 
■oribed  belladonna  in  doses  that  I  had  not  proTionsly  dared  to  do.  I 
became  conTinced,  bowcTcr,  that  this  drug  was  signally  efficaoions  in 
hooping-oongb,  and  I  have  never  failed  since  that  time,  to  give  the 
medicine,  not  only  in  hooping-cough,  but  in  many  cases  of  cough 
among  adnlta,  that  seemed  to  depend  principally  upon  aeryoua  de- 
rangements. A  recent  epidemic  of  hooping-cough  in  this  city  has 
given  me  an  opportunity  to  witness  the  effeots  of  belladonna  in  a  lar- 
ger number  of  cases  than  I  have  previously  witnessed  it;  and  I  have 
no  more  doubt  of  the  specific  influence  of  it  than  I  have  of  that  of 
qiunine  in  intermittent,  or  of  ergot  in  producing  contractioDS  of  the 
uterine  muscles.  By  the  way,  although  some  have  denied  that  the 
specific  effects  of  the  latter  are  certainly  to  be  relied  upon,  I  must  truly 
Bay  that  I  never,  after  a  practice  of  thirty  yearB,  knew  it  to  fail. 

In  the  present  epidemic  I  have  treated  abont  fifty  cases — all  but 
one  were  uncomplicated  with  other  diseases.  The  exceptional  case,  a 
child  four  years  old,  bad  capillary  bronchitis,  and  possibly  very  cir- 
cumscribed pneumonia,  and  for  several  days  death  seemed  imminent, 
but  recovery  took  place.  Most  of  the  cases  had  had  the  usual  symp- 
toms of  bronchitis  for  Beveral  days  before  I  prescribed  for  them — in 
short,  the  disease  was  fblly  developed.  I  began  by  prescribing  the 
extract  in  as  large  doses  as  I  thought  the  patient  would  bear,  and  ID- 
ereasiug  it  at  every  suceesBive  dose  until  the  pupils  were  fatly  dilated, 
and  then  kept  them  dilated,  being  careful  to  tell  the  fViends  to  watch 
the  efiect  and  omit  the  medicine  in  ease  any  dangerous  symptom  su- 
pervened. I  have  never  seen  any  ill  efleots  from  it.  In  a  majority  of 
the  cases  that  eharacteristio  scarlet  flush  or  efflorescence  appeared,  and 
with  it  an  abatement  of  the  cough,  or  of  its  spasmodic  character.  In 
a  few  cases  I  gave  opium  with  the  belladonna,  or  alternately.  In  that 
case  the  dilation  of  the  pupils  will  not  be  witnessed,  if  they  be  gives 
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in  about  the  medium  doee  of  each — they  balancing  (not  neutraliitng) 
each  other.  I  believe  it  is  now  generally  conceded,  that  t^ose  nar- 
cotie,  vhich  ve  call  mydriatice,  are  antidotes  (or  nearly  bo)  to  those 
that  produce  contraction  of  the  pupil,  and  vice  verta.  But,  perhaps, 
more  experiments,  oi  experience,  are  wanting  to  verify  this.  I,  how- 
ever, think  it  probable  that  we  may  find  it  advantageous  to  prescribe 
the  two  together  sometimes,  thus  a.Toiding  the  bad  effects  of  either, 
while  the  good  are  obtained.  This  is  no  new  principle  in  medicine,  I 
am  aware,  and  for  a  long  time  I  have  acted  on  that  principle  in  refer- 
ence to  qnlnina  and  opium — considering  one  an  an tj -congestive,  while 
the  other  is  congestive  in  itaeffect. 

Now,  although  I  have  net  proved  that  Brown -Seqnard's  saying  that 
hooping-cough  can  be  cured  in  three  d^ys,  I  verily  believe  it  can  be 
greatly  cut  short,  and  that  there  is  no  more  need  of  hooping-cough, 
continuing  for  months,  than  there  is  for  ague  continuing  an  indefinite 
lengtli  of  time,  when  plenty  ef  quinine  can  be  found. 


HOSPITAL  GANQRENE,  AS  IT  APPEARED  AT  THE  CLAY 
AND  CRITTENDEN  U.  S.  A.  GENERAL  HOSPITALS,  AT 
_  LOUISVILLE,  KENTUCKY. 

BT   J.  q.  A.    HDDSON,    M.   D.,   CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

From  the  latter  part  of  the  month  of  September,  1864,  to  the  lat- 
ter part  of  January,  1865,  the  writer,  as  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  U. 
S.  A.,  had  charge  of  the  gangrene  wards  of  the  Clay  General  Hospital 
till  the  middle  of  November,  1864,  and  of  the  Crittenden  General  Hos- 
pital the  remainder  of  the  period,  at  Lonisville,  Kentucky. 

About  the  middle  of  November,  1864,  the  occupants  of  the  Clay 
Hospital  were  removed  to  the  Crittenden,  the  former  being  abandoned 
by  the  Government  for  hospital  purposes. 

The  latter  was  built  by  the  government  upon  the  most  approved 
plan  for  convenience,  cleanliness,  ventilation,  water  and  light.  There 
was  nothing  peculiar  or  unusual  in  the  weather  at  this  station,  during  the 
period  above  meutioned.  The  summer  and  fall  of  1864  were  remark- 
ftbly  pleasant,  the  atmosphere  dry  and  the  temperature  equable  and  reg- 
ular. The  city  physicians  reported  the  health  of  the  city  unusoally 
good. 
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fiospital  gangrene  had  been  prevailing  for  somG  time  previouB  to 
my  connection  with  these  hospitals,  principally  at  the  Totten  General 
Hospital, 'the  Clay  General  Hospital,  and  at  the  JefierBOnTitte  General 
Hospital,  at  Jeffersonville,  Indiana,  opposite  Louisville,  but  it  was 
rarely  seen  at  the  other  hospitals  at  this  point,  or  in  the  vicinity  of 
Louisville,  probably  from  the  fact  that  at  these  hospitals  there  were 
fewer  wonnded  in  proportion  to  the  whole  number  under  treatment, 
than  at  the  hospitals  named.  The  hygienic  condition  and  management 
of  the  Clay  and  Crittenden  Hospitals,  were  excellent.  Everything 
necessary  for  the  welfare  and  confort  of  the  sict  and  wounded,  in  the 
way  of  food,  medical  supplies,  and  attendance,  clothing,  &c.,  was  fur- 
nished in  abundance. 

In  order  to  secure  a  plentiful  supply  of  pure  air  aud  free  ventila- 
tion, the  gangrene  cases  of  the  Clay  Hospital  were  located  in  tents  a 
few  rods  east  of  the  hospital  building. 

There  were  six  ward  buildings  at  the  Crittenden,  ranging  east  and 
west,  and  the  most  easterly  was  selected  for  the  gangrene  ward.  This 
was  done  to  secure  the  favorable  influence  of  the  prevailing  winter 
winds  from  the  west  and  north-west,  to  keep  the  deleterious  action  of 
the  gangrene  poison  IVom  the  other  wards. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  diffusion  of  the  poison,  the  bandages,  lint, 
and  all  material  used  in  dressing,  were  carefully  collected  and  de- 
stroyed. No  instrument  or  vessel  used  in  the  gangrene  wards,  was 
allowed  to  be  used  in  other  wards  or  for  other  patients. 

No  variety  of  wound,  mild  or  severe,  was  exempt  from  the  disease. 

The  same  was  true  as  to  individuals.  It  attacked  the  old  as  well 
as  the  young  soldier,  the  robost  as  well  as  the  debilitated — no  condi- 
tion of  age,  temperament  or  health,  was  exempt  among  the  wounded. 
Many  there  were  among  the  wounded  that  were  not  affected ;  hut  the 
disease  seemed  to  have  no  preference  for  any  particnlar  class  or  condi- 
tion of  persons.  • 

Nearly  all  the  cases  of  hospital  gangrene,  were  Jn  wounds  of  the 
lower  extremities.  This  fact  has  been  noticed  by  several  writers  on 
this  disease.  As  far  as  the  Clay  and  Crittenden  Hospitals  are  con- 
cerned, this  clrcamstance  may  be  explained.  A  large  proportion  of 
all  the  wounds  were  of  the  lower  extremity.  I  am  inclined  to  believe 
that  this  statement  is  true  of  all  military  hospitals. 

Symptoms  and  Course.-^  Jn  tht  fnajority  ofcatet  the  commencement 
of  the  attack  was  indicated  by  a  change  in  the  state  of  the  wound. 
The  usual  bright  red  color  of  a  healthy  granulating  surface,  assumed 
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a  pale  hue.  The  surface  became  comparativelj  dry.  The  discharge 
diminiehed  in  qoantitj  and  became  thinner  and  sanioua  in  quality. 

Inflatntnation  and  tumefaction  of  the  margin  of  the  wound  and  of 
the  parts  in  it«  vicinity,  aecompaaied  with  some  pain  in  the  swollen 
parte,  especially  on  the  least  movement  of  the  limb,  occurred. 

The  tumefaction  is  sometimes  very  great  and  extending  some  dis- 
tance from  the  wound- — ^very  much  resembling  oedema. 

The  skin  at  the  margin  of  the  sore  is  hard  and  eveited,  and  a  red- 
dish blush  frequently  extends  a  short  distance  from  that  margin,  espe- 
cially if  the  inflammation  is  excessive.  If  the  inflammatory  action 
oontinuee,  the  red  margin  becomes  dark,  and  finally,  black  like  ordi- 
nary gangrene. 

Besides  the  pain  that  accompanies  the  swelling  and  inflammation, 
there  is  generally  a  stinging  pain  on  the  surface  of  the  wound  ileelf, 
which  ia  said  to  be  peculiar  to  this  disease.  This  last  symptom  is  not 
always  present,  but  is  generally  so  in  the  inflammatory  cases.  Goncur- 
rent  with  or  soou  after  the  development  of  the  foregoing  symptoms,  the 
wound  takes  on  those  peculiarities  which  constitute  the  disease — hos- 
pital gangrene.  In  some  oases,  the  entire  woanded  surface  becomes  of 
a  whitish  gray  or  ashen  color,  appearing  very  mnch  as  though  a  false 
membrane  covered  it.  In  other  cases,  this  change  commences  at  one, 
two  or  m,ore  points,  on  the  surface  of  the  wound,  the  morbid  action 
extending  from  these  pointe  till  the  entire  Bore  ia  completely  covered. 

The  color  of  this  coating  is  not  always  the  same.  In  most  of  the 
cases  that  I  saw,  it  was  of  a  dirty  ashen  hue — it  may  be  yellowish 
white.  In  cases  where  there  ia  great  vital  depression,  both  general 
and  local,  the  coating  may  be  quite  dark.  When  this  coating  iaformed, 
any  part  of  the  surface  of  the  wound  can  be  touched  without  sensation 
or  pain.  This  dead  structure  is  intimately  adherent  to  the  living  parts 
below.  It  can  be  swayed  to  and  fro  by  catching  it  up  with  the  for- 
t  ceps;  but  it  can  not  be  detaehed,  at  least  at  the  onset  of  the  attack,  or 
until  nature  begins  to  separate  the  dead  from  the  living  tissue,  and  the 
former  is  slowly  detached  in  the  form  of  a  slough. 

The  wound  now  emita  a  peculiar  disagreeable  fetor,  which  is  said 
to  be  tut  generit,  and  is  one  of  the  characteristics  of  the  disease. 

The  larger  number  of  cases  were  ushered  in  with  the  local  inflamma- 
tery  action  above  described,  yet  in  a  few  instances  this  was  absent,  and 
neither  general  nor  local  disturbance  indicated  diseased  action. 

The  surgeon,  in  dressing  the  wound,  finds  a  healthy  granulating 
■orface  giving  off  laudable  pus,     A  few  hours  subsequently,  possibly 
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st  the  next  dresEing,  be  finds  the  gangrene  over  h  part  or  the  whole  of 
the  Bore.  At  the  same  time  the  patient  ezpericnceB  nothing  nnttsiul 
in  the  part,  and  the  general  system  may  be  apparently  in  good  condi' 
tion,  all  the  ftinctions  of  assimilation,  secretion  and  innervation  nat- 
urally performed.  Inflammation  may  soperrene  npon  this  local  change, 
yet  in  some  instancea  there  is  hardly  any,  if  any,  increased  action  in 
or  aroood  the  wound. 

Where  the  disease  makes  rapid  progreae,  and  eapeoiallj  in  exten- 
sive wounds,  with  high  inflammatory  action,  the  discbargea  are  mixed 
with  dark  bloody  matter,  and  the  alougb  is  darker,  j^qnently  resem- 
bling ordinary  gangrene.  This  condition  of  the  wound  is  generally 
accompanied  with  a  low  etate  of  the  system,  and  depressed  local  rital- 
ity,  and  often  baa  a  fatal  termination.  This  disease  seems  to  have  a 
strong  affinity,  so  to  apeak,  for  the  cellular  or  areolar  tlsaae.  It  at- 
tacks this  structure  and  deatroya  it  in  every  direction,  taking  the 
wound  as  the  starting  point,  undermining  the  integument,  separating 
the  mosoles  and  destroying  the  sheaths  of  vcBselH  and  nerres.  In  a 
neglected  case,  or  in  one  that  is  inveterate  and  does  not  yteldi  readily 
to  the  action  of  remediea,  the  aorgeon  will  find  that  the  skin  (although 
of  a  natural  healthy  color,  except  near  the  margin  of  the  wound,)  is 
separated  fVom  the  parts  beneath  by  Uie  destruction  of  the  auperfioial 
ftscia,  and  the  probe  can  be  slid  under  it  for  some  distance  from  the 
border  of  the  wound.  In  nearly  every  caae  the  separation  extends  six 
to  twelve  lines,  and  I  have  seen  it  extend  several  inches.  In  one  case 
the  entire  slun  of  the  lower  half  of  the  leg  was  diaconnecled  from  the 
parts  beneath.  In  another  case  the  areolar  tissue  of  the  leg  seemed 
to  be  completely  destroyed  from  the  knee  to  the  ankle,  separating  the 
skin  and  mascle.  The  vascular  tissue  does  not  seem  to  be  very  liable 
to  be  affected  by  it,  though  instances  are  on  record  in  which  fatal  hem- 
orrhage has  occnrrod  from  the  sloughing  of  targe  vesaels  in  hospital 
gangrene.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  death  of  the  vascular  tis- 
sue arises  rather  from  the  deatruction  of  the  areolar  or  connective  tis- 
sue  of  the  vessels,  cutting  off  their  vascular  and  nervous  supply,  rather 
than  fVom  the.  direct  action  of  the  gangrene  upon  the  vessels  them- 
selves. 

I  believe  the  same  is  true  of  Uie  integument.  The  skin  does  not 
seem  to  be  much  affected,  at  the  margin  of  the  wound.  When,  how- 
ever, the  fascia  beneath  the  skin  is  extAnsively  destroyed,  it  will  die, 
but  its  death  is  more  like  ordinary  sphacelus  or  mortification,  than  like 
hospital  gangrene.     The  areolar  and  muscular  tissues  are  the  structures 
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upon  which  this  diaeaee  principally  acts,  and  its  action  upon  other  tis- 
BuoB  directly  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  matter  of  some  qneation.  Unless  the 
snrgeon  examines  tlie  wound  carefully  with  the  probe  and  forceps,  be 
will  not  bo  aware  of  the  eztensiTe  ravages  of  the  diaease.  The  gan- 
grene will  appear  to  be  confined  to  the  wounded  surface  alone ;  but, 
upon  using  the  probe  cantiously  and  carefiilly,  it  may  be  found  that 
the  areolar  tissue  is  destroyed  for  some  distance  beneath  the  integU' 
ment,  between  the  muscles,  and  in  the  coarse  of  the  vesaets  and 
nerves. 

The  local  symptoms  in  very  extensive  and  serioue  wounds,  as  in  gaiN 
shot  fractures,  are  generally  different  in  some  particulars  from  the 
foregoing. 

After  the  battles  at  Franklin  and  Nashville,  Tennesee,  during  the 
winter  of  1864~'5,  a  great  many  of  the  wounded  of  those  engagements 
were  sent  north  by  railroad  to  Louisville  and  Jefferaonville.  It  seems 
strange  to  write  it,  but  it  is  nevertheless  true,  that  a  number  of  sol- 
diers with  comminated  gun-shot  fracture  of  the  femur  or  tibia,  were 
sent  to  Louisville  during  the  coldest  weather  of  that  winter,  over  a 
rough  railroad.  They  had  the  pleasure  of  riding  in  box-oars,  without 
'atoves  or  other  means  of  warmth  save  the  blankets  and  bedding  sent 
with  them.  The  Crittenden  Bospital  received  a  number  of  these  poor 
fellows.  Some  of  them  had  hoapital  gangrene  when  they  arrived,  and 
othera  were  afterwards  attacked.  I  need  hardly  say  that  many  of 
them  died. 

In  these  cases  there  was  a  profose  discharge  of  dark  and  bloody 
matter  from  the  wound.  Portions  of  the  surface  were  dark  and  bloody, 
and  offensive  grumons  matter  was  constantly  oozing  from  it. 

There  was  great  general  and  local  depression — the  vitality  of  the 
wounded  part  seemed  partially  deatroyed,  and  exteneive  slougha  oc- 
curred from  sphacelus  and  hospital  ga^;rene  combined,  and  the  pa- 
tient died  either  from  exhaustion  or  from  the  supervention  of  some 
low  form  of  fever. 

In  regard  to  general  symptoms,  or  those  arising  fVom  a  disturbance 
of  the  general  system,  it  may  be  said  that  there  was  no  uniformity. 
In  many  cases  the  system  did  not  seam  to  be  in  the  least  affected  by 
the  existence  of  gangrene,  and  during  the  whole  course  of  the  disease 
all  the  bodily  Amotions  were  in  perfect  action — the  pulse,  respiration, 
sleep,  appetite,  secretion  and  excretion,  all  natural  and  healthy. 

In  the  majority  of  oasea,  however,  there  was  greater  or  less  general 
disturbance,  sometimes    preceding,  sometimes   cotemporaneous  with, 
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and  in  other  caees  foUoniiig  the  local  disease.  Ike  general  eymp- 
toms  were  in  Bome  cases  slight,  oooaisting  of  headache,  acceleution  of 
pulse,  loss  of  appetite,  &o.,  &g.,  which  soon  passed  away  if  the  local 
disease  was  subdued.  When  these  milder  symptoms  prevailed,  th< 
disease  was  generally  amenable  to  treatment. 

In  other  cases  the  general  symptoms  w«re  severe  and  marked, 
especially  in  the  severe  and  obstinate  cases.  False  permanently  fre- 
quent— one  hundred  oi  more  per  minute,  tongne  coated  with  a  whitish 
or  yellowish  fur,  headache,  fever,  bowels  either  sluggish  or  too  loose, 
perbaps  diarrhea,  ocoasioual  or  conetaut  delirium — in  short,  all  the 
general  symptom  that  indicate  a  poisoned  condition  of  the  blood. 
This  febrile  state  often  resembled,  in  every  partionlar  save  the  local 
deposits  of  pns,  the  ^disease  described  by  snrgioal  writers  as  py»mia, 
and  was  probably  caused  by  absorption  of  the  poisonous  matter  from 
tbe  local  diseased  part.  Where  tho  constitution  was  thus  seriously 
affected,  it  was  observed  that  the  local  disease  was  i^fficult  to  eradi- 
cate, and  it  seldom  yielded  till  there  was  an  amelioration  of  the  gen- 
eral symptoms. 

There  seemed  to  be  no  regular  correspondence  between  the  local 
and  general  symptoms.  I  have  observed  severe  genera!  symptoms  in 
slight  local  disease,  and  again,  slight  constitntional  disturbance,  with 
severe  local  gangrene.  In  most  instances  I  thinJc  that  tbe  severity  or 
mildness  of  the  oonstitntional  affection  depends  upon  the  state  of  the 
system  at  the  time  of  the  attack.  Those  who  were  weak  or  debilita- 
ted tiotn  any  cause,  soorbutio,  or  affected  with  diarrhea,  were  more  apt 
to  have  serioos  general  symptoms,  and  vice  veeta. 

Other  conditions  being  the  same,  that  is  the  condition  of  health, 
strength  and  power  of  leeistance,  the  general  symptoms  corresponded 
generally  (not  uniformly)  with  the  extent  of  the  local  disease. 

In  those  cases  which  terminated  fatally,  a  low  form  of  fever  usually 
existed  for  some  days  previous  to  death,  in  many  instances,  as  before 
stated,  resembling  pysemia.  The  pnlse  ranged  at  or  above  one  hun- 
dred per  minute,  with  hardly  an  appreciable  variation  during  the 
twenty -four  hours. 

The  tongne  was  covered  with  a  thick  yellowish  coat,  inclining  to  be- 
come dark  and  dry,  sordes  accumulated  upon  the  teeth  and  gums. 
The  mind  sympathised  with  the  low  state  of  the  s^tem.  The  patient 
seemed  to  have  no  concern  as  to  the  results — was  stupid  and  apathetic, 
and  a  low  form  of  delirium  was  often  present.    Diarrhea  often  existed, 
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and  in  extreme  cues,  tliere  were  iDvolunUrj  eTaciutiong  of  the  oriue 
«ad  faces. 

The  skiD  and  coDJanctivK  became  jaundiced.  Tbts  latter  symp- 
tom I  saw  in  but  two  cases,  both  of  vhich  were  fatal. 

Before  leaving  the  snbject  of  symptems,  it  wosld  be  well  to  notice 
that  the  dieeaae  ia  apt  to  recur  in  certain  constitutjons.  This  peculiarity 
haa  been  repeatedly  obaerved  by  Burgical  writers.  We  had  a  number 
of  oases  who  were  returned  to  the  gangrene  ward  fVom  two  to  six  times, 
after  being  each  time  f^eed  fVom  the  disease. 

In  some  of  them  the  disease  was  rery  obstinate  and  difficult  to  sub* 
due — the  treatment  extending  through  several  weeks.  None  of  these 
oases  were  fatal;  and  there  was  very  tittle  or  no  general  systematic 
disturbanoe,  and  the  disease  seemed  to  be  wholly  local,  but  af  an  in- 
veterate character. 

These  recurring  cases  were  mostly  In  individuals  of  the  phlegmatic 
temperament.  I  should  jndge  that  at  least  oue-sizth  of  our  oases 
were  attacked  more  than  once. 

GAnsBS  AND  Natitbe. — The  cause  of  this  disease  is  still  involved 
in  obscurity.  There  is  no  deabt  in  regard  to  its  contagious  nature 
when  once  developed ;  but  whether  every  case  originates  thns  it  is  dif- 
Aoult  if  not  impossible  to  decide.  My  own  opinion  is  that  the  disease 
may  be  produced  under  a  certain  combination  of  circumstances  not 
perfectly  understood,  and  when  once  developed  it  may  be  propagated 
by  coDtagioD,  and  when  the  morbid  principle  is  strong,  and  circum- 
stances and  conditions  exist  favorable  for  its  oonoentrated  action,  it 
may  be  propagated  by  infection  or  through  the  medium  of  the  atmos- 
phere. 

We  know  that  gonorrhea  may  originate  de  nvvo,  and  afterwards  be 
communicated  by  contact;  and  it  is  not  impossible  that  hospital  gan- 
grene, (and  possibly  many  other  contagious  and  infeotions  diseases), 
may  in  like  manner  originate  by  the  existence  of  conditions  favorable 
for  it,  and  without  the  previous  ezist«nce  of  the  gangrene  poison. 

It  has  existed  as  an  epidemic  both  in  military  and  civil  hospitals.* 

The  local  morbid  action  is  essentially  a  molecular  death  of  the  part 
Affected. 

The  tissue  dies  not  «n  mtute,  but  little  by  little,  particle  by  parti- 
cle, extending  indefinitely,  unless  checked  by  nature  or  the  skill  of  the 
rai^on. 

•See  Am.  /«r.  Ktd.  M.,  Tsl.  i,  USJ,  p.  4T,  (t  S«].i  tin,  Lmi.  Mti.  OUr.  Km.,  Ang..  IIM, 
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Is  lite  tUseftU  &  IockI  disease,  or  are  the  local  phenomena  merely 
manifestations  of  oonstitvtional  action? 

Aathoritiee  are  still  divided  on  this  point,  and  many  of  oar  best 
writers  (among  them  S.  J).  Gross)  consider  the  disease  constitntional. 

How  are  these  cases  to  be  explained  in  which  there  is  an  entire 
absence  of  constitutional  trouble? 

Heunen,  who  believed  the  disease  a  constitutional  one,  and  relied 
almost  wholly  npon  general  remedies  in  itA  treatment,  even  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  a  valuable  local  remedy  that  was  introduced  by  one  of  bis 
brother  army  eurgeooB,*  (I  allude  to  the  use  of  arsenic,)  says,  "In 
this  distressing  state  of  our  hospital,  some  few  constitutions  resisted 
the  .febrile  action  altogether;  some  had  extensive  local  diteate  unthoiU 
any  general  ejection." 

We  may  reasonably  suppose  that  when  this  disease  originates  wholly 
by  infection,  and  without  the  exittenee  o/  apreviou*  wotmd  on  the  per- 
son M)ho  receivea  the  infection,  that  the  general  system  would  be  first 
affected. 

If  the  disease  occur  as  an  epidemic,  as  it  undoubtedly  has  done, 
we  may  have  those  differential  peculiarities,  in  the  different  epidemics, 
jost  as  is  observed  in  otber  epidemic  diseases. 

In  some  epidemics  of  hospital  gangrene,  the  system  may  be  always 
implicated,  while  in  another  there  may  be  very  little  constitntional 
trouble,  or  the  system  may  be  affected  in  a  limited  niunber  of  oases. 
With  the  knowledge  we  now  have  of  hospital  gangrene,  as  it  has  occur- 
red from  time  to  time  during  the  present  century,  it  seems  to  me  to  be 
the  hight  of  absurdity  to  affirm  that  this  disease  is  euentially  comlitu- 

A  pathological  principle,  or  even  an  hypothesis  by  .which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  explain  a  particular  disease,  is  unworthy  of  the  regard  of 
sensible  men  if  it  does  not  embrace  all  cases  of  the  particular  disease 
it  is  designed  to  explain.  v 

In  regard  to  the  character  of  the  constitutional  disturbance,  when 
it  exists,  it  may  be  said  that  the  tendency  was  to  a  low  form  of  fever, 
adynamic  in  character.  This  baa  been  generally  observed  by  writers 
on  this  disease  i  yet  it  is  not  always  the  case.  Heunen  states  timt 
towards  the  close  of  the  epidemic  which  he  observed,  the  fever  became 
marked  and  open,  palse  strong  and  h^d,  severe  inflammation  in  and 
around  the  wound.  The  synoohal  character  of  the  disease  was  so  evi- 
dent, that  blood-letting  was  employed  with  aacoessfiil  results.    The 

•JfiUtarf  Sir;.,  Ulnbnrgh  Xd.,  1S18,  p.  tSS. 
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lancet  voaods  did  not  take  on  dUeaaed  action.*  Would  we  not  aatici' 
pate  gQDgrene  in' the  lancet  wonnde,  if  the  disease  wae  couBtitntion&l? 

In  to  far  <m  the  ho^ilal  gangrene  at  the  Clay  and  Crittenden  Hog- 
pital  it  concerned,  X  am  of  the  opinion  that  it  was  a  local  diseaee,  fiton 
the  following  reasons: 

Firtt — The  entire  absence  of  general  B3rmptonu  in  many  cases. 

Seeond — The  want  of  correspondence  between  the  general  and  local 
symptomB,  when  both  existed.  In  some  cases,  there  was  serious  con' 
stitutional  distnrbance,  with  slight  local  disease;  in  some  other  in- 
stances, vice  versa. 

Third — The  existence  of  gangrene  in  one  wound,  while  another 
wonnd  in  its  immediate  vicinity  would  be  unaffected  by  it. 

Fourth — Tbe  greater  success,  resulting  from  the  use  of  local,  as 
compared  with  general  remedies,  even  in  cases  where  there  were  serious 
general  symptoms. 

SiAQNOBis. — Bnt  little  need  be  said  on  this  point.  Writers  are 
disposed  to  be  particular  to  point  oat  the  difference  between  the  slough  - 
ing  scorbutic  ulcer  and  hospital  gangrene.  The  difference  is  bo  wide 
and  marked,  that  the  labor  is  lost.  We  might  as  well  be  careful  to 
note  the  particular  symptoms  that  distinguish  epilepsy  from  gonoi- 
rhwa. 

Some'  recent  writers  in  our  medical  journals,  have  fabricated  two 
kinds  of  hospital  gangrene— the  false  and  the  true,  the  former  said 
to  occur  in  depraved,  scorbutic  subjects.  The  disease  may  occur  in 
scorbutic  or  scrofulous,  or  in  syphilitic  subjects;  but  in  so  far  as  its 
real  nature  is  concerned,  and  in  all  that  relates  to  its  local  treatment, 
it  is  true,  genuine  hospital  gangrene.  This  division  into  two  kinds, 
false  and  true,  is  a  distinction  without  a  differeDce.  The  greyish,  yel- 
lowish white,  or  brown  slough  attached  to  the  wounded  surface,  not 
formed  by  any  local  application  of  the  surgeon,  will  sufficiently  indi- 
cate the  malady,  and  may  be  considered  the  diagnostic  symptom. 

Feoonosis. — Since  a  vigorous  local  treatment  has  been  generally 
practiced  in  hospital  gangrene,  it  has  been  much  less  fatal  than  for- 
merly. 

When  there  is  serious  constitutional  trouble,  particularly  of  the 
nervous  and  oircolating  systems,  the  prognosis  is  not  favorable.  This 
state  is  noted  by  stupor  or  delirium,  and  a  persistently  frequent  and 
quick  pulse,  at  or  above  one  hundred  per  minute. 

If,  in  conjunction  with  serious  general  symptoms,  such  as  stupor  or 
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deliriuin,  frequent  pulse,  dry,  coated  tongue,  &o.,  ttere  is  a  bad  atateofc^' 
the  wounds-extreme  Bloughing  &nd  deatniction  of  tisane,  and  espe- 
cially if  local  remedies  have  little  or  no  power  to  check  the  progress 
of  the  gaogreae,  tbe  prognosis  is  very  unfavorable  and  the  termiuatioD 
will  probably  be  fatal. 

The  old,  debilitated  soldier,  fhose  debilitated  tiom  any  cause,  such 
as  loss  of  blood,  diarrbaa,  are  bad  subjects  for  this  disease. 

The  co-existence  of  a  scorbutic,  a  scrofulous,  or  a  sypbilitic  taint, 
especially  the  first,  is  an  unfavorable  complicadon. 

It  may  be  stated  as  a  rule,  that  there  will  be  little  abatement  of  the 
local  disease  while  the  constitutional  symptoms  are  strongly  marlted. 

In  some  instancca,  these  depend  upon  the  local  irritation  and  in- 
flammation, and  speedily  subside  when  they  are  removed.  The  young, 
the  Tobttst,  those  not  affected  by  other  maladiea,  of  course  resist  the 
diseased  action  more  strongly,  and  in  these  the  prognosis  is  more 
favorable. 

When  the  constitutional  trouble  is  slight,  we  may  anticipate  a  favor- 
able termination.  Even  in  quite  extensive  wounds,  if  there  be  mild 
general  symptoms,  and  if  the  disease  seems  readily  to  yield  to  local 
remedies,  we  may  have  strong  hope  of  a  favorable  result. 

(TbeatMBNT  in  the  next  tiHmber.) 


THE   VESSELS  AND  NERVES  OP   FIBROUS  AND   FIBRO- 
CARTILAaiNOUS  STRUCTURES. 

[This,  tboagb  tome  two  or  three  yearsold,  w«  suspect  has  escaped  genersl  pro- 
reoaional  attcDtioa,  and  thererore  we  re-publish  it.    T.  P.] 

M.  Sappey  has  communicated  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences  the  re- 
sults of  his  investigations  on  the  vascular  and  nervous  supply  of  artic- 
ular fibre -cartilages,  tendons,  and  aponeuroses. 

1.  Articular  Fihro-cartilage».  Authors  Btat«  that  these  Etructures 
possess  neither  vessels  nor  nerves.  M.  Sappey,  however,  says  that  he 
has  been  able  to  ascertain  the  presence  of  both.  Among  the  ar^nlar 
Gbro- car  til  ages,  those  of  the  knee  are  the  most  vascular.  The  vessels 
at  first  proceed  parallel  to  the  bundles  of  eonneetive  tissue,  giving  off 
a  large  number  of  branches  at  various  angles,  which  anastomose  and 
form  a  network.  The  vessels  reach  the  middle  pait  of  the  cartilage, 
sometimea  even  the  vicinity  of  the  edge.  The  arteries  have  at  first 
their  three  coats;  their  ultimate  ramifications  end  iir  loops  which  spread 
over  the  two  surfaces  of  the  fibro-cartilage,  and  are  arranged  in  the 
most  elegant  and  varied  manner.     The  veins  follow  the  course  of  the 
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urt«riea.  In  the  fibro-cartilagea  of  the  other  parts,  the  vesBeh  pass 
Arom  the  circumference  towards  the  centre  to  a  depth  of  about  one- 
tenth  of  an  inch,  and  end  in  arches  surronudiug  the  centre,  which  is 
entirely  destitute  of  blood-vessels.  The  periarticular  fib ro- cartilages 
are  much  more  vascular,  and  do  not  in  this  respect  differ  from  perios- 
teum, of  which  thay  may  be  considered  as  an  offset.  The  ressela  are 
arranged  in  the  same  way  as  those  of  the  inter -articular  fibro-carU- 
lages.  The  fibro-cartilages  receive  nerves,  part  of  which  accompany 
the  vessels,  while  part  follow  a  separate  course.  Those  which  follow 
the  vessels  are  frequently  separated  ftom  them,  and  sometimes  cross 
them  at  a  right  or  acnte  angle.  At  some  points,  the  nerves  are  larger 
than  the  vessels.  They  anastomose,  and  form  plexnses  with  unequal, 
often  very  fine,  meshes. 

2.  ■  Liffamenli.  VcsaelB  enter  the  ligaments  in  very  large  numbers. 
They  lie  in  the  interstices  of  tbe  fasciculi,  which  they  surround  with 
anastomoses,.  They  gradually  subdivide  until  they  reach  the  surface, 
covered  by  synovial  membrane,  where  they  form  an  extremely  rich  net- 
work. In  the  capsular  and  some  other  peripheric  ligaments,  the  deep- 
est layers,  hitherto  considered  by  many  as  almost  completely  destitute 
of  vessels,  are,  on  the  contrary,  very  vascular,  the  vessels  being  dis- 
tributed almost  as  in  the  skin.  All  the  ligaments  receive  a  large  sup- 
ply of  nerves ;  some  «ven  more  than  the  skin  of  the  trunk  and  limbs, 
their  supply  being  rather  comparable  to  that  of  the  fingers  and  toes. 
In  their  course,  the  nerves  send  off  a  number  of  branches  and  minute 
twigs,  forming  plexuses,  which  most  generally  accompany  the  vascular 
plexuses,  but  are  sometimes  isolated.  The  nerves  become  subdivided 
until  they  are  reduced  to  one  or  two  tubules,  so  that  they  seem  to  end 
in  free  extremities.  M.  Sappey  does  not  assert  they  do  so;  he  can 
not  say  that  the  isolated  tubercles  do  not  become  united  with  others. 

3.  Tendoru.  Vessels  and  nerves  are  a  little  less  numerous  in  ten- 
dons than  in  ligaments,  but  are  arranged  in  the  same  manner. 

4.  Aponeurotei.  In  all  the  fibrous  envelopes  of  the  mnscles  there 
are  ramifications  of  arteries  and  veins,  accompanied  by  nervous  fila- 
ments; the  tatter  being  sometimes  larger  than  the  vessels.  Two  or- 
ders of  nerves  are  met  with  in  the  aponeuroses.  Some,  having  run  a 
longer  or  shorter  course  in  tbe  fascia,  leave  it  and  end  in  tbe  subapo- 
neurotic structures;  while  others,  especially  destined  for  tbe  fascia, 
form  frequent  anastomoses,  as  in  the  ligaments  and  tendons. — Gat. 
Xed.  de  Parit,  2  June,  1866. 


TREATMENT  OF  EPILEPSY. 

Dr.  Hermann  Beigel,  in  concluding  some  papers  on  the  Pathology 
and  Treatmenl  of  Epileptg,  {Lancet,  December  28tb,)  speaks  as  fol- 
lows: 

There  is,  perhaps,  no  other  disease  in  which  the  physician  can  do 
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more  good  to  his  patient  than  in  epilepsy.  In  man;  cases  he  is  able 
to  effect  a  cure,  by  which  term  I  mean  the  patient's  not  having  fits  for 
jeara.  If  we  see  cures  of  epilepsy  every  week  published  in  the  jonr- 
nals,  and  see  ftirther  that  some  writers  fancy  the  patients  to  be  cured 
because  the  fits  do  not  make  their  appearance  for  several  weeks,  then 
we  may  rest  assured  that  such  an  author  has  other  motives  in  publish- 
ing his  case  than  that  of  advancing  science  and  serving  the  tmth. 

In  the  majority  of  cases,  the  physician  is  able  to  improve  the 
patient's  condition,  in  a  great  mcaBuro,  by  turning  very  long  fits  into 
slight  ones,  or  by  causing  the  iuterparoxyamat  time  to  be  much  longer. 
Hr.  Barry,  late  house-surgeon  to  the  Metropolitan  Free  Hospital, 
has  watched  a  case  with  me,  which  was  of  very  great  interest  in  a  the- 
rapeutical point  of  view.  The  patient  was  a  woman  aged  forty-eight. 
Sixyearg  ago  she  had  been  attacked  with  fits,  and  had  "scores"  of  them 
every  day — at  least  twenty  in  twenty-four  hours.  During  the  whole 
six  years  she  waa  only  once  free  of  them  for  four  days.  She  must, 
therefore,  have  had  six  thousand  fits  altogether.  When  I  first  saw 
her,  she  had  an  attack  in  my  consulting  room,  and  I  confess  it  waa  the 
most  terrible  attack  I  have  ever  witnessed.  She  waa  treated  by  meana 
of  hypodermic  injections  of  morphia,  and  in  the  week  after  the  injec- 
tions, she  had  only  one  attack.  The  injections  were  repeated  twice  a 
week,  and  when  the  attacka  were  turned  into  "faintings,"  as  the  patient 
called  them,  which  recurred~about  three  or  four  times  a  week,  and  did 
not  cauae  her  to  fall,  she  did  not  return  to  the  hospital  any  more. 

Of  the  whole  number  of  my  patients,  forty-six  remained  sufficiently 
long  under  treatment  to  warrant  an  opinion  of  the  efficacy  of  the  drugs 
applied.  Of  the  number  just  mentioned,  fourteen  were  cured,  twenty- 
six  have  improved,  while  in  six  the  treatment  had  no  effect.  A  case 
which  I  am  inclined  to  look  upon  as  cured  is  the  following:  The 
patient  was  twenty-one  years  old,  a  shoemaker  by  trade.  The  grand- 
father had  several  fits,  but  the  patient  waa  in  good  health  until  three 
years  before  he  came  under  my  care.  At  that  time  he  came  up  fVom 
the  country,  in  order  to  see  an  execution  at  Newgate,  which  made  auch 
an  Impression  on  him  as  to  bring  on  epileptic  Ite  after  a  few  hours. 
Id  these  fits  he  lost  conscioasness,  and  was  very  much  convulsed.  For 
two  years  he  waa  sometimes  free  from  paroxysms  for  several  montha, 
and  then  again  he  had  several  attacka  in  the  coarse  of  a  day;  six 
months,  however,  before  he  was  admitted  an  out-patient  to  the  hos- 

tital,  be  was  seised  several  times  every  day.  He  was  likewise  treated 
y  means  of  hypodermic  injections  of  morphia,  which  were  continued 
for  a.  long  time.  After  having  been  free  from  attacks  for  about  twelve 
months,  he  requested  me,  in  166&,  to  disclurge  him,  ia  order  that  he 
might  go  in  search  of  employment.  A  few  months  ago  hia  father  came 
to  the  nospital,  and  from  him  I  learned  that  his  aon,  who  is  now  in 
the  country  following  hia  trade,  had  never  had  a  fit  since  he  left  the 
hospital. 

As  to  the  remedies  used  by  me  for  the  treatment  of  epilepsy,  I 
have  tried  nearly  all  drugs  which  have  been  recommended  by  different 
snthors,  including  urari  or  the  arrow  poison  of  the  Indiana,  ao  strongly 
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recommeDded  by  a  few  continental  physicians,  which,  however,  has 
failed  in  my  hands. 

But  there  are  two  thngB  in  which  confidence  may  be  placed,  viz: 
biomide  of  potassium  and  hypodermic  injection  of  morphia.  It  ie  now 
a  well-known  fact,  that  the  former,  when  used  in  very  large  doses,  has 
the  power  of  poatponing  the  parozysmB,  and,  in  some  instances,  to 
make  them  disappear  altogether.  Hypodermic  injections  have  the 
power  of  producing  the  same  result  in  &•  much  shorter  time.  It  is 
very  difficult  to  explain  why  the  action  of  morphia  is  different  when 
given  internally  and  when  applied  hypodermically,  but  that  such  is  the 
case  has  been  confirmed  by  reliable  observers. 


ON  MAEKINGS  OR  FURROWS  ON  THE  NAILS  AS  THE  RE- 
SULT OP  ILLNESS.  

BT   8AMDEL  WILSS,    U.   D.,      , 
PhfiloUn  to  Ooj'a  Hnpltal. 

The  fact  that  the  traces  of  a  past  illness  may  be  found  on  the  nailB 
is  probably  known  to  many  in  the  profession,  as  it  is  one  with  which  I 
have  been  well  acquainted  for  many  years.  Constantly  meeting,  how- 
ever, with  medical  men  to  whom  it  is  unknown,  I  take  the  liberty  of 
bringing  the  subject  before  their  attention,  hoping  that  the  experienced 
will  pardon  the  intrusion  for  the  sake  of  those  to  whom  the  fact  is  un- 
known. I  can  not  at  present  lay  my  hands  on  works  of  reference,  but 
I  believe  the  subject  has  been  alluded  to  by  English  and  foreign  au- 
thors. On  taking  up  the  book  on  "Skin  Diseases,"  by  the  late  la- 
mented Dr.  Hiliier,  I  find  the  following  casual  allusion  to  it: — "Cross 
furrows  are  often  seen  on  the  nails.  It  has  been  suggested  that  these 
are  due  to  an  irregular  growth  of  the  nail  from  disturbances  of  health, 
the  thinner  portion  being  formed  when  the  patient  is  out  of  health, 
and  the  thicker  parta  in  the  interval."  Hy  own  distinct  knowledge 
of  the  fact  that  the  nails  become  altered  in  disease  was  obtained  many 
years  ago,  when  a  non-professional  gentleman  observed  the  circumstance 
for  himself,  and  was  so  much  interested  in  it  that  he  referred  the  mat- 
ter to  a  distinguished  natural  philogopher.  It  was  af^r  a  severe  at- 
tack of  diarrhoea,  which  caused  almost  as  much  prostration  as  Asiatic 
cholera,  that  he  discovered  a  white  line  or  depression  at  the  roota  of 
the  nails.  Having  formed  a  pretty  accurate  idea  of  their  rate  of 
growth,  he  was  convinced  that  the  markings  corresponded  with  the 
date  of  the  illness.  I  may  state  that  these  marks  are  caused  by  it 
alight  furrow,  which  is  found  more  especially  on  the  middle  of  the 
nail,  and  more  distinct  on  that  of  the  thumb.  They  point,  no  doubt, 
to  a  sudden  arrest  of  the  nutritive  process  during  the  time  of  the  ill- 
iiess,  and  herein  lies  the  interest  of  the  observation.     In  cases  of  fever 
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we  know  tbat  the  most  profoand  changes  take  place  in  all  the  tissaes 
of  the  body.  In  scarlet  fever,  foi  instance,  the  whole  of  the  epithe- 
lial surface  witbiu  and  without  the  bodj  is  affected,  and,  as  a  result, 
we  may  witueaa  a  desquamation  of  the  cuticle,  falling  of  the  hair,  and 
separation  of  the  nails.  When  the  fever  is  at  its  height,  we  can  have 
then  little  doubt  of  the  changes  taking  place  in  the  tissues,  and  can 
feel  no  surprise  that  the  nails  show  evidence  of  the  former  conflagra- 
tion. As  the  patient  recovers,  and  a  new  cuticle  forms,  and  the  nair 
begins  to  grow,  the  nail  proceeds  to  shoot  forward  afresh,  and  it  is  not 
long  before  the  latter  exhibits  a  transverse  furrow,  indicative  of  the 
previous  illness.  It  is  possible,  therefore,  to  ascertain  the  date  of  the 
attack.  Physiologists  say  that  the  thumb-nail  grows  its  whole  length 
twice  in  a  year,  and  thus  it  follows  that  if  the  furrow  be  found  in  the 
middle  of  the  nail,  the  illness  occurred  three  months  before.  This 
&ct  may  then  serve  for  a  limited  period,  like  "foot-prints  on  the  sands 
of  time,"  as  some  additional  proof  of  a  previous  serioas  illness.  For 
instance,  a  patient  with  a  cardiac  disorder  Btat«d  that  he  had  had  an 
illness  Uiree  months  before,  and  on  his  nails  some  transverse  mark- 
ings were  found;  also  another  suffering  from  phthisis,  said  that  his 
illness  resulted  from  an  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  occurring  a  few 
weeks  previously,  and  on  his  nails,  also,  some  distinct  lines  were  dis- 
covered. That  a  severe  diarrhoea  could  produce  such  a  cessation  of 
the  nutritive  process  as  to  exhibit  its  effects  on  the  nails  is  a  fact  for 
which  I  should  have  been  unprepared  had  it  not  been  apparent  to  the 
eyes.  It  is  one,  however,  of  extreme  interest.  I  have  never  made  the 
subject  one  of  accurate  .clinical  observation;  but  if  I  can  induce  my  , 
clinical  clerks  to  record  a  few  cases,  the  readers  of  The  Lancet  shall 
be  furnished  with  the  result. — Lancet,  January  2d. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  MEDICAL  SOCrETIES. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  GEANT  COUNT-T  MEDICAL  SOCI- 
ETY.   

This  society  met  pursuant  to  previous  adjournment,  in  the  office  of 
Dre.  W.  &  C.  Lomax,  in  Marion,  on  Tuesday,  November  24th,  18fi8. 
The  President  being  absent,  Dr.  Shively  was  elected  President  pro  (em. 
A  quorum  being  present,  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were 
read  and  approved  for  record. 

The  name  of  Thomas  C.  Kimball,  M.  IT.,  of  Xenia,  Miami  county, 
was  presented  as  a  candidate  for  membership.  Having  the  credentials 
required  by  the  constitution,  he  was  unanimously  elected;  when  he 
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eigQed  the  oODstitution,  paid  the  aBSesament  and  was  declared  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Society. 

BusiDess  requiring  early  coaaideratioo  being  io  order, 

Dr.  Eambalt  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  before  the  meeting 
for  examination  and  opinions  of  the  membera,  a  case  of  enlarged  parotid 
gland  in  an  athletic,  robust  man,  aged  abont  forty,  and  a  farmer  bj 
occupation,  who  gave  the  following  history  of  the  case: 

Some  twelve  years  ago  a  small  tumor  the  size  of  a  haiel-nut,  Was 
observed  posterior  to  the  angle  of  the  lower  jaw.  It  was  hard,  pain- 
less and  movable,  giving  no  sufiering  of  any  lind.  It  gradually  and 
almost  imperceptibly  increased  until  it  has  attained  nearly  the  size  of 
a  turkey's  egg,  causing  some  inconvenience  to  the  free  use  of  the  jaw, 
and  to  opening  the  mouth  widely;  attended  at  times,  and  especially  od 
taking  cold,  with  a  dull  uneasiness  in  the  tumor.  It  is  quite  protu- 
berant, irregularly  nodulated ;  the  point  first  noticed  as  a  small  tumor, 
stands  out  as  if  an  outgrowth  from  the  body  of  the  disease.  The  whole- 
mass  is  hard,  heavy  and  movable  beneath  the  skin  and  upon  the  sub- 
jacent parts.  The  progress  of  growth,  he  thinks,  has  been  increasing 
for  some  time  past.  The  health  has  generally  been  good,  excepting 
that  for  the  last  four  years  he  has  been  subject  to  attacks  and  relapses 
of  ague,  from  which  he  says  he  is  considerably  reduced  in  flesh,  and 
has  recently  observed  a  more  dingy  sallownesa  of  the  countenance 
than  in  good  health.  Has  never  beard  of  any  cancer  in  any  of  his 
family  relations.    The  case  has  never  been  submitted  to  treatment. 

Having  gone  through  with  the  examination,  opinioaa  were  given  as- 
follows : 

Dr.  Charles — From  the  length  of  time  this  tumor  has  existed,  its 
slow  growth,  having  only  attained  the  dimensions  of  two  inches  in 
length  and  abont  one  and  one-half  inches  in  its  transverse  diameter,  in 
a  progress  of  twelve  years,  its  entire  freedom  from  pain  or  adhesion  to 
the  integuments,  the  general  good  health  of  the  subject,  and  abaeucfi 
of  ancestral  proclivities  to  malignant  disease,  would  lead  to  the  oon- 
clnsion  that  this  was  a  benign  tumor.  As  to  its  precise  nature,  be  was 
not  prepared  to  give  a  very  definite  opinion.  It  was,  probably,  an 
encysted  tumor,  not  cheesy  in  texture  be  would  think  ftom  its  feel,, 
hut  possibly  fibrous,  which  might  degenerate  into  a  malignant  disease. 
Upon  his  first  examination  be  thought  the  tuberole  occupying  the  most 
prominent  point  of  the  tumor  was  merely  an  enlarged  lymphatic  gland 
which  bad  become  involved,  or,  perhaps,  the  first  to  take  on  disease. 
But  on  a  more  careful  examination,  he  found  it  firmly  adherent  and 
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knng  tlie  appearance  of  a  real  outgrowtli  from  the  main  body  of  the 
disease. 

,  As  to  the  treatment,  he  ehould  not  have  confidence  in  anything 
but  the  knife.  And  this  might  be  attended  with  more  or  Iobb  danger. 
He  could  not  determine  by  his  examination,  whether  it  had  formed 
adhesions  to  the  parte  on  which  it  rested  or  not.  But  front  its  adja- 
cency to  the  carotid  artery  and  jngnlsr  vein,  wonld  fear  those  ressels 
might  be  involved,  wbicb  would  seriously  complicate  an  operation  for 
its  removal.  In  view  of  the  difficulties  and  baiards  of  the  operation 
«n  the  one  hand,  and  the  slight  inconvenience  to  the  patient,  and  th& 
slow  growth  of  the  disease  on  the  other,  wonld  advise  non-interference 
for  the  presMit;  but  a  careful  watching  of  its  condition  and  progress,, 
ao  that  should  it  assume  a  decidedly  threatening  appearance,  it  might 
be  removed  at  once,  and  before  the  difficulties  «f  the  operation  should 
ba  nmterially  increased. 

Dr.  ^mball  said  this  man  bad  called  upon  bim  to  treat  the  tumor, 
a  few  days  since;  but  having  consulted  man^t  different  physicians,  and 
received  a  great  variety,  as  well  as  discrepancy  of  opinions,  he  had 
•oncluded  to  bring  him  before  the  Society  and  bear  the  opinions  of 
the  members,  before  making  out  a  pjescription.  It  was  his  diagnosis 
that  the  disease  consisted  in  an  enlargement  of  the  parotid  gland,  and 
would  be  difficult  to  remove  by  absorptjou  or  a  surgical  operation 
either.  But  he  was  thinking  of  first  trying  a  course  of  discutient 
treatment  for  its  reduction,  and  when  this  was  thoroughly  tested, 
should  it  fail  to  arrest  the  growth,  would  then  resort  to  the  knife. 

Dr.  C.  Lomax — After  a  careful  examination,  had  no  doubt  of  the 
disease  oensisting  of  a  laorbid  growth  developed  in  the  structure  of 
the  parotid  gland.  Ab  to  the  real  character  of  the  growth  he  was  not 
well  satisfied.  While  the  genera>  good  health  of  the  subject,  th« 
absence  of  pain  in  the  tnmor,  (it  being  neither  tender  nor  Bensitivtf 
under  pTcssnre,)  would,  indicate  that  it  was  one  of  a  benign  character, 
scrofiiloas  perhaps ;  but  its.  slow  growth,  nodwlated  surface,  heavy, 
indurated  feel,  and  the  known  tendency  of  diBeaaes  of  this  form  to  take, 
en  malignancy,  would  lead  him  to  suspect  this  to  be  the  tme  nature  of 
the  present  disease.  As  long  as  it  remains  dormant,  would  advise  that 
it  be  let  alone.  Wonld  do  nothing  which  might  light  up  active  inSam- 
nation.  Avoid  handling  or  examining  it,  and  everything  which  would 
tend  to  develop  active  disease.  Should  this  occur,  however,  and  tii» 
general  health  suffer  from  the  force  of  pain  and  enla^ment  of  thtt 
tionor,  would  tlUu  resort  to  extirpation. 
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Dr.  HeBE — Tbinke  this  is  an  enlargement  of  the  parotid  gland  of 
maligoast  character.  That  little  tumor  od  it  is  a  diBeased  lymphatic; 
sroald  have  do  coafideaoe  in  any  attempt  to  discnsB  it;  would  do 
nothing  nnlesB  it  became  painful,  or  should  grow  rapidly,  when  he 
■would  remove  it  with  the  knife;  thinks  it  is  eztemal  to  the  large 
blood-vessels,  and  may  be  removed  readily  and  safely. 

Dr.  Williams — Said  this  is  a  case  to  which  we  should,  for  several 
eonsiderations,  attach  more  than  ordinary  importance.  In  the  firet 
place,  we  have  a  useful  man  and  a  most  worthy  citizen,  whs  can  illy 
be  spared  in  the  community  where  he  lives.  While  we  ebonld  ever 
feel  under  moral  and  professioual  obligations  to  render  the  best  aid  our 
science  can  furnish  in  every  caae  entrusted  to  our  care,  there  are  some 
in  which  the  moral  and  social  bearings  of  the  patientare  calculated  to 
awaken  the  most  lively  interest  in  his  behalf,  and  this  case  seems  to  be 
one  of  that  character.  There  is  another- consideration  which  imposes 
BO  small  weight  of  responsibility  upon  the  medical  adviser,  growing 
out  of  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  case  and  the  special  stage  presented. 
The  locality  of  the  tumor  shows  it  to  be  an  enlarged  parotid  gland, 
while  the  history  of  iU  development,  the  slow  growth,  the  hard  and 
lohulatcd  feel,  and  the  tissues  involved,  preclude  the  shadow  of  a  doubt 
of  itB  malignant  character.  The  dusky,  dingy  countenance,  the  loss  of 
flesh  amounting  to  fifteen  oi  twenty  pounds  below  his  ordinary  weight, 
the  nneasiuesa  complained  of  when  the  tumor  overlaps  the  angle  of 
the  jaw,  and  in  mastication  and  forcibly  opening  the  mouth,  all  go  to 
confirm  the  opinion  given  as  to  the  nature  of  the  case,  as  well  as  to 
foreshadow  the  fearful  condition  at  no  great  distance  in  the  future. 
He  oonoura  in  the  opinion  generally  expressed,  that  the  only  rational 
hope  of  relief  is  in  extirpation  with  the  knife.  But  most  of  the  gen-' 
tlemen  propose  postponing  the  operation  to  a  period  when  the  suffer- 
ing of  the  patient  and  failing  health  may  demand  it  as  a  measure  of 
relief.  He  would  ask  why  should  the  physician  advise  delay  when 
everything  in  the  ease  teaches  him  thart  the  isaues  of  life  and  death 
may  turn  upon  aa  early  operation?  The  adhesions  and  complications 
are  now  so  limited  as  to  present  comparatively  but  trifling  embarrass- 
ment to  its  removal.  And  the  operation  would  not  only  be  more  easily 
performed,  but  with  less  risk  to  the  patient  and  much  greater  promise 
of  security  against  a  future  return  of  the  disease.  Should  it  be  per- 
mitted to  run  on,  with  all  the  depressing  influences  which  the  dread  of 
mind  accompanying  its  progress  will  unavoidably  produce,  until  it  has 
involved  the  neighboring  parts,  the  difficulty  ood  danger  of  the  opera- 
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tioD  will  faaye  been  greatly  augmented,  while  the  chances  for  an  ulti- 
mate recovery  and  a  permanent  cure  will  be  correspondingly  dimin- 
ished. Should  the  patient  live  for  any  length  of  time,  the  operation 
will  finally  have  to  be  performed.  With  these  views  of  the  case,  he 
BhAiid  feel  it  an  imperative  professional  duty  to  advise  the  patient  to 
submit  at  once  to  the  operation,  at  the  game  time,  giving  him  as  full 
and  fair  a  statement  of  the  probable  course  and  termination  of  the 
case  as  possible,  leaving  the  responsibility  of  a  final  decision  of  the 
matter  with  the  patient  himself. 

Dr.  Pugh — Thinks  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  tumor  consisting  of  an 
enlarged  parotid  gland,  and  also,  that  it  is  of  malignant  character; 
would  expect  an  operation  for  its  removal  would  be  a  difficult  one,  but 
would  have  no  faith  in  any  other  remedy. 

Dr.  Corey — Has  nothing  to  add  in  relation  to  the  part  involved,  or 
the  real  character  of  the  disease.  Thinks,  however,  the  dnsky  hue  to 
which  reference  has  been  made,  may  have  been  the  resnlt  of  bilious 
derangement,  as  the  man  states  he  has  been  subject  to  the  ague  for  the 
last  four  years.  He  should  certainly  not  attribute  it  to  the  ravages  of 
a  cancerous  diathesis  upon  the  constitution.  As  to  treatment,  should 
agree  in  opinions  already  given.  But  with  regard  to  the  time,  would 
ffeel  inclined  to  wait  until  evident  inroads  upon  the  general  health  or 
the  rapid  growth  of  the  tumor,  should  demand  it.  The  progress  of 
the  disease  has  been  slow  so  far,  and  there  has  yet  been  no  decidedly 
marked  increase  in  its  rate  of  development,  and  there  is  comparative 
freedom  from  pain,  without  special  inconvenience  from  its  size,  and  the 
operation  required  to  remove  it,  even  in  its  present  condition,  being  a 
■erions  one,  as  important  parts  are  necessarily  involved,  would  lead  him 
to  adopt  a  compromising  course,  and  let  it  alone  as  long  as  it  should 
confine  itself  to  anything  near  its  [fresent  condition.  And  he  would 
advise  whoever  should  attempt  its  removal,  to  prepare  for  a  big  opera- 
tion. 

Dr.  Shively  said,  the  disease  is  located  in  the  parotid  gland.  The 
dnsky  skin,  the  slow  growth  and  lobnlated  condition  of  the  tumor, 
the  firm  texture  and  uneven  surface  were  sufficient  reasons  to  his  mind 
for  the  conclusion  that  the  disease  was  malignant.  Indeed,  he  could 
have  no  doubt  of  it.  His  only  hope  would  be  in  an  operation;  and 
the  sooner  the  better.  Should  it  be  performed  early,  and  the  patient 
be  restricted  to  the  Twitchell  regimen,  he  might  live  many  years.  But 
if  delayed  until  the  health  rans  down,  all  the  difficulties  and  dangers 
will  be  increased,  and  the  operation  a  failure.     We  all  have  witnessed 
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tbe  fatal  conaequenceB  of  delftj  in  Himilar  obmb;  and  also  the  happy 
reunite  of  timely  opeiatioos.  From  all  of  these  cousiderationB,  he 
would  urge  an  early  removal  of  the  tumor  by  an  operation. 

Dr.  W.  Lomox  said,  be  agreed  with  gentlemen  as  to  the  nature  of 
the  disease,  the  parte  affected,  anfl  also  as  to  the  only  treatment  which 
promises  any  permanent  advantage.  Yet  as  to  the  propriety  of  an 
immediate  operation,  be  could  not  feel  bo  clear.  There  can  ba  no 
question  that  an  early  operation  would  be  more  favorable  to  a  complete 
and  permanent  cure,  than  one  deferred  until  the  disease  had  assumed 
an  active  and  progreseive  conditJon.  At  present  it  appears  to  be  in  a 
quiescent  or  dormant  state.  The  outlines  are  well  defined;  and  the 
whole  of  the  diseased  mass  could,  probably,  be  readily  removed,  and 
that  with  but  little  sacii&oe  of  sound  tissues.  The  prospect,  too,  for 
a  pennanent  cure  is  good,  infinitely  better  than  where  the  disease  ie 
active  and  spreading.  For  a  mere  surgical  exploit,  the  conditions  are 
peculiarly  propitious.  There  will  never  be  another  period  in  the  prog- 
ress of  the  case  as  much  so.  But  there  is  another  standpoint  &om 
which  the  case  may  be  surveyed.  It  traverses  the  balance-sheet  of  ad- 
vantages and  disadTButages,  aud  casts  its  verdict  with  the  prepondera- 
ting  scale.  Some  of  the  iBsuea  appropriate  to  this  calculation  are  pos- 
itive and  fixed,  and  the  others  are  hypothetical,  and  of  value,  propor- 
tioned to  the  probabilities  with  which  they  are  invested.  Of  the 
former  class  may  bf  .considered  the  paralysis  of  the  eye-lids  and  side 
of  the  face,  corresponding  to  the  operation,  which  would  inevitably 
result.  Although  the  disability  might  have  no  tendency  to  shorten 
the  natural  duration  of  life,  it  would  entail  an  inoonvenienoe  far  more 
grevions  than  anything  yet  suffered  from  the  disease  itself.  The  re- 
lief which  a  confidence  in  security  against  dying  of  cancer  will  bring 
to  the  mind  of  the  patient,  will  depend  upon  the  constancy  with  which, 
in  after  life,  be  may  continue  to  believe  himself  once  the  devoted  prey 
of  that  fearful  malady.  Whatever  that  might  be  should  go  to  offset 
any  unpleasant  oonsequeuceB  resulting  from  the  operation.  But  it  was 
bis  observation  that  real  or  fancied  injuries,  professionally  received, 
were  more  indelibly  fixed  in  the  memory  of  our  patients  than  any  im- 
munity from  Buffering  which  is  strictly  prospective,  however  well- 
grounded  in  rational  and  acientifio  faith  it  may  be.  And,  however 
successful  the  operation,  it  will  be  almost  certain,  ultimately,  to  bring 
the  censures  of  the  patient  upon  the  physician  who  performs  it.  This 
is  one  of  the  small  persecutions  inseparable  fVom  our  profession,  and 
should  not  enter  largely  into  the  motives  of  the  conscientious  pfaysi- 
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eUn  in  Bfittliag  &  question  of  ihis  magnitnde.  He  wu  not  snre  bnt 
that  the  signs  of  active,  malignant  degeneration  had  been  overrated  hj 
gentlemen  who  thought  they  saw  an  urgent  demand  for  an  immediate 
operation.  The  dingy  complexion  and  Iobs  of  flesh,  to  which  bo  mnch 
importance  had  been  given,  might  depend,  as  Dr.  Corey  supposed, 
apoD  the  ague  to  which,  during  the  last  few  years,  he  has  been  sub- 
ject. Were  it  the  result  of  cancerous  caohexeia,  lighted  up  by  this 
local  trouble,  he  should  expect  greater  suffering  in  the  tumor  itself 
than  has  ever  been  experienced.  There  having  never  been  any  pais 
or  tesderuess  of  account,  nor  manifest  increase  in  the  rate  of  growth, 
wonld  lead  him  to  hope  the  disease  might  remain  dormant  for  years  to 
eome,  and  poasibly  until  the  patient  might  be  carried  off  by  some  other 
malady.  The  inconvenience  of  his  present  condition  is  nothing  com- 
pared to  those  which  the  most  successful  operation  would  inevitably 
produce.  He  wonld,  therefore,  recommend  that  it  be  letalone  aalong 
as  it  remains  in  a  passive  state.  Should  it  become  painful,  and  assume 
an  active  development,  he  would  advise  its  prompt  removal  And,  as 
is  common  in  such  oases,  many  professional  opinions  have  been  sought 
and  a  great  diversity  given,  he  would  specially  caution  him,  when  he 
submits  to  the  operaUon,  not  to  intrust  himself  to  the  skill  of  those 
expert  doctors  who  have  declared  it  to  be  as  simple,  as  speedy,  and  as 
safe  as  the  emasculation  of  a  pig. 

Dr.  Drayer  was  not  satisfied  whether  the  tumor  was  malignant  or 
not.  From  its  slow  and  gradual  growth,  he  would  he  inclined  to  think 
it  is  not.  But  it  might  be  liable  to  degenerate  into  malignancy  at  any 
time — does  not  know  what  is  the  cause  of  it.  Should  it  grow  no  &ster 
in  the  future  than  it  has  done  in  the  past,  the  subject  would  have  to 
he  an  old  man  before  serious  inconvenience  wonld  be  suffered.  He 
would,  therefore,  advise  that  it  be  let  alone,  unless  more  grave  eymp- 
toms  should  arise,  when  it  could  be  treated  accordingly. 

Dr.  C.  Lomax  wished  to  inquire  at  what  stage  of  oancerous  affec- 
tions the  dusky  hne  of  the  skin  made  its  appearance,  and  what  caused  it. 

Dr.  Williams  replied,  that  it  was  when  the  constitution  itself  yields 
to  the  force  of  the  disease.  The  cancerous  poison  destroys,  to  some 
extent,  the  red  corpuscles  of  the  blood;  the  tissucB,  in  oonsequence, 
become  reduced  and  shriveled;  and  both  tissues  and  blood  are  defi- 
cient in  vital  force  and  activity. 

Dr.  Kimball  stated  that  the  patient  was  desirous  to  have  his  case 
treated,  and  requested  to  hear  the  opinions  concerning  it. 

The  president  suggested  that  he  be  allowed  to  come  before  the 
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meeting,  aod  that  the  secretary  give  a  brief  summary  of  opinioiu  as 
expreased  ia  this  disonasion,  which  was  done. 

Dr.  Williams,  iVom  the  committee  on  the  subject,  reported  that  the 
caae  and  drawers  for  preaerviog  the  booka,  papers  and  other  property 
of  the  Society,  had  been  contracted  for  and  would  soon  be  finished 
and  ready  for  use. 

The  treasurer  reported  a  balance  in  the  treasury  of  $370.70,  which 
report  was  receiTcd  and  approved. 

.  Dr.  Shively  reported  a  case  of  a  large  abdominal  tumor,  resulting 
in  death.  It  was  removed  in  a  post  mortem  examination,  and  weighed 
forty-seven  and  a  half  pounds. 

On  motion,  the  secretary  was  ordered  to  furnish  the  proceediuga  of 
this  meeting  for  publication  in  The  Weitem  Journal  of  Medicine. 

The  meeting  a<^ourned,  to  meet  again  on  the  third  Tuesday  of 
January,  1869.  Wm.  Lohax,  Secretary. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


FosT  Wallace,  Kansas,  Dxccubir  31,  1868. 

DsAK  "Western  JooRKAi.:"  A  fac-simile  of  your  pleasant  self  for 
December,  has  been  received,  and)  as  usual,  examined  with  the  satis- 
faction it  invariably  brings.  I  will  say  that,  next  to  The  Ameri- 
can Journal  of  the  Medical  Seieneei,  The  Half-  Yearly  Abitract,  and 
R^aithioaile,  it  ranks  with  them,  and  is  quite  the  peet  of  the  Lancet, 
and  the  Medical  Record,  The  Medical  Netoi  and  Library,  and  The  Med- 
ical and  Surgical  Reporter,  all  these  several  periodicals  being  furnished 
by  the  Medical  Department  of  the  United  States  Army. 

For  months  past,  in  fact  since  last  August,  when  the  Indian  war  for 
1868  began,  it  has  been  my  thought  to  give  you,  monthly,  items  con- 
cerning gun-shot  and  arrow  wounds,  many  of  these  having  had  my 
supervision.  Kegret  that  this  duty  was  left  undone  is,  however,  all 
the  apology  I  may  offer,  excepting  the  present  mention  of  some  of 
them,  as  follows : 

Duty  with  various  scouting  detachments,  out  from  this  fort,  during 
September  and  October,  gave  me  rare  opportunities  to  witness  not  only 
the  strange  and  exciting  warfare  with  our  wild  rod  brothers,  but  also 
the  varioBB  cbaiactcr  of  wounds  ineiiieut  to  such  warfare. 
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It  was  m;  pleasore  in  September  last,  to  h&re  b«en  one  among  tlie 
first  to  the  relief  of  the  party  of  Brevet-Colonel  (now  Brevet-Briga- 
dier General)  0.  A.  Forsyth,  United  States  Army,  that  was  attacked 
by  overwhelming  numbers  of  the  savages,  on  the  Arikare  fork  of  the 
B«pablican  river,  distant  north  north-west  from  this  fort  one  hundred 
■nd  thirty  miles.  In  th^  bravery  of  desperation,  the  assanlta  of  the 
red-skins  were  repetledwith  deadly  loss  to  them,  whilff  the  Oolonel'sparty 
suffered  severely.  The  circumstances  surrounding  these  brave  fellows 
after  the  fight,  were  of  such  nature  as  to  have  naterially  inflnenoed 
the  character  and  results  of  the  wounds,  and  are  of  sufficient  impor- 
tance to  rehearse.  On  the  day  of  the  figkt  (the  17th  of  Septem^r), 
the  snbBist^nee  stores  taken  out  by  the  Colonel's  party,  were  all  ex- 
hausted and  beleagnered  by  the  savages.  For  three  days  they  were 
forced  to  live  on  the  flesh  of  their  dead  horses  and  mules,  all  of  which 
had  been  killed  in  the  first  day's  fight.  After  the  [third  day,  for  five 
more  weary,  interminable  days,  waiting  for  relief,  their  only  food  was 
the  putrid  flesh  of  these  animals,  and  a  few  joints  of  the  wild  cactus, 
to  b«  found  near  by.  So  great  was  their  loathing  of  the  spoiled  food, 
that  they  made  efi'orts  to  shoot  the  prowling  wolves  at  night  for  su8t«- 
nance  inBt«ad.  They,  however,  killed  but  one  of  these,  which  scarcely 
made  a  taste  around  for  the  famished  men.  Beside  all  this,  they  were 
kept  in  constant  vigil  by  the  proximity  of  the  savages,  and  were  exposed  to 
several  chill  and  rainy  nights.  We  reached  them  September  25th,  and 
their  altered  appearance  and  hollow  voices  betokened  their  peril  from 
fkmine. 

Of  this  party  four  were  killed  outright  or  survived  but  a  few  hours ; 
another  one  died  the  evening  of  our  arrival,  after  amputation  at  junc- 
tion of  middle  and  lower  third  of  femur,  for  extensive  destruction  of 
its  extremity,  and  the  knee-joint;  and  one  other  died  within  two 
months  after  arrival  at  this  post,  from  a  wound  involving  the  knee-joint. 
Of  the  fourteen  others  wounded,  eight  of  them  are  yet  iuvalids,  or 
cripples  for  life;  while  in  several  diffuse  abscesBes  and  tendencies  to 
sepUcemia  were  present.  In  all  of  them,  excepting  three  very  slightly 
wounded,  recovery  is  very  tedious.  Colonel  Forsyth  himself  suffered 
with  the  rest,  and  remains  at  this  post,  bed-ridden,  by  a  fractured  ti- 
bia, parts  of  which  have  necrosed,  and  been  removed,  while  the  boId- 
tioD  of  continuity  still  exists. 

During  this  fight  an  arrow  struck  a  man  on  the  left  frontal  protu- 
berance, and  could  not  be  removed  by  a  stent  comrade.  A  moment 
afterwards,  however,  a  pistot-ball  grooved  the  scalp  adjacent,  and  ear- 
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ried  tb«  arrow  eereral  psces  dietant.  This  wu  one  of  the  sl^bt  vonnds 
mentioDed — the  man  recorering  in  a  few  weeks  time. 

In  tbe  month  of  NoTember,  another  party  oat  fVom  this  point  had 
a  fight,  ia  which  our  loss  was  fonr  wounded,  thKe  severe  arrow  wounds, 
and  one  gon-shot  wound,  of  the  breast,  all  of  which  speedily  recoT- 
eted,  while  five  Indians  were  killed  and  several  wonuded. 

Aside  ftom  the  above,  quite  a  Dumber  of  interesting  cases  from 
eivil  (7)  life,  as  the  result  of  whisky,  or  of  accident,  have  been  treated 
hereabouts;  and  the  generally  good  results  of  all  must  be  attributed 
to  the  salubriovs  climate  of  this  region.  Apropos  of  this  I  must  meu- 
tioD  a  cate  occurring  in  November  last,  vis: 

Was  called  to  Sheridan,  (rulroad  t«miuuB,  fourteen  miles  distant,) 
by  telegram,  No.vember  23d;  patient,  a  Hagdalen  Liizie,  est.  nineteen 
jeare;  woundedinadrunkenrow,  by  a  "border"  ruffian;  fonndacom- 
minnted  fraotnre  of  neck  and  head  of  left  hnmerua;  saw  the  necessity 
of  and  made  an  exsectioa,  removing  head  of  faumems  and  fVagments, 
altogether  three  inches  in  length ;  improvising  my  assistants  from  the 
pistol-girded  roughs  at  hand;  was  forty  minutes  fVom  be^nning  the 
exhibition  of  chloroform;  some  oozing  of  blood,  hut  no  active  hem- 
orrhage; lips  of  incision  approximated  by  interrupted  sutures.  Was 
hastily  called  (all  this  at  night)  an  hour  and  a  half  afterwards,  when 
I  fonnd  that  a  dangerous  hemorrhage  had  occurred.  PaUent  almost 
exsang^ne;  removed  sutures  at  once,  and  found  the  ooae  deep  down 
in  the  bullet's  track ;  the  anterior  circumflex  had  been  carried  away  by 
the  missile ;  my  efforts  to  secure  it  were  in  vain,  when  I  resorted  to  the 
only  means  at  hand  and  crammed  the  chasm  full  of  old  mnslin  torn 
intosbreds;  over thisaoompreasandrollei bandage;  exhibited morph. 
aulph.  grs.  u,  and  remained  until  towards  morning,  when  I  secured 
some  rest. 

November  24,  7  A.  H. — Patient  resting  well,  with  no  bleeding, 
but  with  an  almost  imperceptible  pulse;  sent  to  Fort  for  liq.  ferri. 
persulph ;  it  came  at  four  o'clock  p.  H.,  when  I  removed  conDpresa  and 
stuffing,  and  saturating  a  good  piece  of  sponge  with  the  styptic,  I  re- 
peatedly mopped  out  the  wound,  filling  up  afterward  with  fine  oharpie, 
and  applied  roller  from  the  hand  up ;  left  morphine  to  be  taken  for  pain 
or  sleeplessness,  but  thought  she  would  die  that  night. 

Saw  her  November  26tb;  doingwell;  pulse  good,  bntweak;  appe- 
tite also  good;  lepfaced  soiled  oharpie  with  new,  and  reapplied  roller, 
leaving  more  morphine,  with  directions  as  to  diet,  &c. 

November  .28. — Wound  in  splendid  oondition,  and  patient  rap- 
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idlj  improving;  remored  oti&rpie,  washed  out  tlie  wonnd,  and  broaght 
the  edges  together  with  one  auture  Kud  adhesive  strips;  applied  simple 
water  dressings,  and  gave  tr.  ferr.  ohlor.,  gtt.  xii,  thiice  daily. 

December  2. — Getting  well  rapidlj;  brought  the  edges  of  wound 
still  more  closely  together,  and  applied  simple  dressing  as  before. 

December  10. — She  is  np  and  about;  wound  healed  and  well  united, 
excepting  a  small  depending  wonnd,  from  which  comes  a  slight  dis- 
charge of  healthy  pas,  and  she  has  already  resumed  her  former  vooa- 
cation,  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  her  injury. 

December  26. — Is  well  recovered,  and  plying  her  vocation  quite  as 
formerly,  (I  am  told,)  and  it  is  said  that  she  is  quite  in  demand  and 
popular,  by  reason  of  her  injury  and  abstinence  during  reoovery. 
With  this,  I  am,  very  truly  yours, 

J.  W.   FlTZOE&ALD,  U.  8.  A. 


THE  NEW  MEDICAL  LAW  OF  OHIO. 

Editor  Webtebk  Journal  of  Medicine — Dear  Sin  As  our  last 
Legislature  was  pleased  to  adopt  seme  measures  looking  to  the  eleva- 
tion of  the  standard  of  the  profession  of  medicine  and  the  protection  of 
the  citixens  of  OhioMVom  empiricism;  and,  although,  probably, reoog- 
nixing  that  snch  interests  rest  in  the  hands  of  regular  medical  colleges, 
still,  for  the  encouragement  of  worthy  persons  whose  circumstances 
have,  thus  far,  prevented  their  graduation,  th^  have  reposed  a  trust 
in  the  conntry  medical  societies  throughout  the  State,  which  it  is  pre- 
sumed they  will  not  abuse,  please  permit  me  to  give  you  a  synopsis  of 
the  action  taken  by  the  Scioto  County  Medical  Societiy. 

A  committee  of  three,  with  one  alternate,  was  appointed  as  a 
board  of  examiners,  and  instructed  to  grant  certificates  to  those  only 
who  practiced  medicine  in  accordance  with  the  code  of  ethics  as  laid 
down  in  the  consljtntion  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  and  are, 
after  a  rigid  examination,  found  duly  qualified  to  practice  medicine, 
surgery  and  obstetrics,  and  urge  that  the  interests  of  the  profession 
demand  their  graduation  in  some  regular  medical  college,  at  their 
earliest  convenience;  and  also,  that  they  shall  grant  "certificates  of 
limitation,"  in  propordon  to  the  correctneae  of  the  «nswers  given  to 
the  questions  asked,  and  no  certificate  given  for  a  longer  period  than 
that  of  two  years. 
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Such  a  ooorse,  it  is  deemed,  will  effectaally  carry  out  the  objecCe  of 
the  law,  by  compelling  tbe  ignoraat  pretender  to  renounce  his  practice, 
and  act  aa  a  coDstant  ioceative  to  tbe  worthy,  but  poor  practitioner,  for 
bis  earliest  graduation.  Respectfully  yours, 

M.  8.  PiXLBT,  Secretary, 

PoBTSMOijTH,  Ohio,  JAtnjABT  6,  1869. 


Cincinnati,  Jahitahy  7,  1869. 

Editor  Western  Journal:  Laia  Deo  I  Cincinnati  has  at  last  a 
hospital  worthy  of  the  city  and  the  timea,  and  will  soon  have  forgotten 
the  "old  Commercial,"  and  the  temporary  occupation  of  "St.  Johns" 
and  tbe  "  Orphan  Asylum."  Aa  you  know,  it  was  intended  to  have  had 
a  part  of  the  new  building  ready  for  use  by  the  first  of  October  last; 
but  there  was  delay  in  the  completion  of  the  Ann  Street  Sewer,  and  the 
finishing  np  of  tbe  thonaand  and  one  "last  things  "  that  had  to  be  done 
before  patients  could  be  admitted,  so  that  the  dedication  was  defer- 
red f^om  time  to  time.  But  to-day  the  house  waa  formally  trauaferred 
by  the  Hospital  Commission  to  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  to-morrow 
night  will  find  the  sick  comfortably  located  in  their  new  quarters. 

As  seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  of  tbe  city  funds  have 
been  expended  upon  this  noble  charity,  it  was  very  properly  concluded 
that  tbe  public  at  large  ought  to  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the 
result  of  such  liberal  expenditure,  so  the  doors  were  thrown  open  at 
eleven  A.  v.,  and  for  hours  a  steady  atream  of  men,  women  and  child- 
ren poured  through  the  wards  and  passages.  Mere  curiosity  took  most 
of  them  there,  but  to  some,  donbtlesa,  it  waa  a  visit  to  the  place  that 
would  receive  them  when  akzX  they  were  sick.  Tbe  formal  exercises 
were  held  at  two  P.  ».,  in  the  amphitheater,  which  waa  densely  crowded 
with  representatives  of  all  classes  in  the  commnuity.  After  the  open- 
ing "Gloria  in  Excelsis,"  Mayor  Wilstacb,  on  behalf  the  Hospital 
Commisaion,  transferred  the  keys  of  the  building  to  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  appropriately  remarking  upon  tbe  just  pride  that  the  city  felt 
in  ber  new  hospital,  and  concluding  aa  follows: 

"I  have  the  honor,  hy  virtue  of  my  position  as  Mayor  of  tbe  city  and 


of  the  Cincinnati  Hospital,  this  building  and  itt  appurtenances,  trnitiog 
that  yon  will  so  goide  its  destinies,  that  in  the  future  all  the  psople  may 
trntbiblly  say:  'Well  done,  good  and  bithfol  serrsnta.'" 

Dr.  David  Jndkias,  as  representative  of  the  Board  of  Truatees, 
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received  the  keys,  and  g&ve  &  brief  history  of  the  hospital  f^om  ite 
estabtiBhment  in  1864,  to  the  preseot  time,  showing  how  and  wheo 
from  the  "old  Commercial,"  that  forty'Seven  years  ago  was,  "by  law, 
hospital,  poor-bouBe  and  insane  asylum,"  there  had  grown  ont  the 
Infirmary,  LoDgriew  Asylnm,  and  the  present  six  hnndred-bed  Hos< 
pital,  and  showing  further  the  necessity  of  ample  accommodations  for 
the  sick. 

"There  are,  attbia  time,  in  onr  oiCy,  •omewhere  between  eleven  and  tbit- 
teen  tboasand  men  and  women,  meobanice,  clerks,  ihopmen,  An.,  witboat  fam- 
ilies, wboae  bomss  are  in  boarding-boa  aw,  and  wbo,  wbile  bealtb  is  afforded 
can  manage  to  live  with  oomparative  comfort;  but  when  sickness  seiaee 
them,  they  snffer  for  thorough  means  of  relief,  occapjin);,  perbaps,  a  small 
room  in  a  cheap  board ing-houae,  the  mistreat  of  wbich  has  not  tne  time  to 
spare  from  her  toil  to  pay  tbem  sncb  attention  as  is  essential  to  their  relief 
and  care — no  time  to  watch  at  the  bed-side,  none  to  deTote  in  preparation  of 
proper  food,  ventilation  of  rooms  and  their  proper  cleanliness  can  not  be 
attended  to.  In  short,  they  do  not  and  can  not  receive  sncb  attention  as  will 
promote  prompt  relief  and  speedy  care.  Here  is  a  borne  for  this  class  of 
peraona  where  all  these  things  oan  be  foand,  and  at  the  same  time  secure  the 
ablest  medical  skill  in  the  treatment  of  their  maladies,  and  not  as  paupers 
either,  for  we  shall  be  prepared  with  proper  wards  and  apartments  for  sncb 
as  are  able  to  pay  their  eipeOBes." 

As  the  hospital  was  now  in  the  hands  of  its  proper  Governors,  and 
ready  for  its  legitimate  use,  there  was  an  especial  appropriation  iu  the 
invoking,  at  this  stage  of  the  exercises,  the  protection  and  blessing  of 
the  Qreat  Physician,  in  prayer  by  Bishop  Mollvaine. 

Dr.  John  A.  Murphy,  on  behalf  of  the  Medical  Staff,  followed  in 
an  able  address,  reviewing  the  history  of  the  hospital,  the  efforts  made 
from  time  to  time  to  secure  proper  and  ample  accommodations  for  the 
sick,  and  the  obstacles  that  had  so  often  been  thrown  in  the  way  of 
those  who  had  endeavored  to  get  rid  of  the  old  and  unfit  building;  in 
conclusion,  assuring  the  gentlemen  of  the  Board  that  "your  medical 
etaff  wbo  has  sympathized  with  you,  supported  and  assisted  you  to  the 
best  of  its  abilities,  in  yoor  labors,  again  thank  you,  and  pledges  itself 
here  to-day,  to  be  with  yon  in  the  future  in  carrying  out  in  this  home 
the  wishes  of  all  good  citiiens — the  relief  of  the  sick  and  the  comfort- 
ing of  the  wretched." 

As  the  oldest  membei  of  the  Staff,  and  one  long  associated  with 
medical  teaching  and  practice  in  the  city.  Dr.  M.  B.  Wright  spoke  for 
the  profession;  referring  to  the  history  of  the  hospital  and  those  prom- 
inently connected  with  it  in  the  past;  showing  the  necessity  and  pro- 
priety of  the  erection  of  this  "magnificent  temple  to  the  canse  of 
hnmanity,"  pointing  ont  the  class  of  persons  that  would  be  benefitted, 
bjitB  provisitms,  and  indicating  the  "delicate,  yet  stern  responsibili- 
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ties  reatiog  upon"  thoM  connected  with  its  adminietration.  "Among 
these  is  the  seleotioD  and  continuation  of  a  coDecieotionB  and  compe- 
tent Medical  Staff.  In  an  address  delivered  by  an  honorable  oitiien  at 
the  laying  of  the  comer  Bt«ne  of  this  edifice,  is  the  following  sentence : 
'Let  there  be  here  the  expression  of  the  porest  philanthrophy,  embit- 
tered bj  no  secljtrian  prejudices,  controlled  by  no  narrow  code  of  med- 
ical ethics,  bnt  exhibiting  to  the  world  the  daily  manifestation  of  the 
truth  that  diversity  of  opinion  may  be  tolerated  with  safety  if  the  mind 
ia  lefr  free  to  combat  error,  no  matter  where  it  exists — by  whom  it  may 
be  promulgated.'  To  these  sentimentA  I  yield  my  unqualified  assent, 
and  I  am  rejoiced  to  know  that  the  motives  and  efforts  of  the  profes- 
sion are  controlled  only  by  human  Buffering.  It  is  no  band  of  gipsies 
pitching  tents  here  and  there  for  personal  gains.  It  walks  the  earth, 
scattering  blessings  everywhere  and  to  everybody,  and  is  covered  by 
nothing  less  than  the  great  dome  of  heaven.  It  guarantees  the  widest 
latitude  of  opinion,  and  imposes  no  restriction  on  practice.  'There  is 
no  narrow  code  of  medical  ethics'  requiring  the  adminbtration  of  any 
particular  medicine  or  amoant  of  dose.  On  the  contrary,  all  are  left 
fVee,  in  the  exercise  of  a  calm,  enlightened  judgment.  There  is  in- 
scribed on  the  banner  of  the  profession  in  living  light,  'ProgpesB.'"' 

With  the  conclusion  of  Prof.  Wright's  address,  the  exercises  were 
over,  but  during  t^  pemarnder  of  the  afternoon,  a  crowd  still  lingered 
about  the  building,  inspectrag  and  admiring.  The  completed  portions 
of  the  hospital,  (the  administration  buildings  and  western  pavilions,) 
will  be  occupied  to-morrow,  affnrding  accommodations  for  about  three 
hundred  patients.  The  eastern  pavilions  will  not  probably  be  ready 
for  occupation  before  the  first  of  May  next.  * 


DISCUSSION  ON  DIPHTHERIA,  BY  THE  CINCINNATI  ACAD- 
EMY OP  MEDICINE.       , 

I  have  read  the  discussions  by  the  Academy  upon  several  subjecta, 
as  published  in  the  Lancet  and  Obterver,  with  great  interest,  and  espe- 
cially that  upon  diphtheria. 

It  is  the  sum  of  individual  observations,  carefully  made  and  com- 
pared, that  gives  us  any  safe  basis  for  progress  in  our  profession. 

No  matter  t^ow  humble  or  exalted  the  member  who  may  be  devoted 
to  medical  science,  if  he  learns  one  new  fact,  and  gives  it  to  the  world, 
every  true-hearted  physician  receives  it  gratefully. 


OOBBXSPOimSNCB.  117 

Our  noble  science  is  progressive.  There  is  no  place  in  oar  profes- 
sion where  we  can  stop  and  say  that  our  knowledge  of  this  disease  or 
that,  either  in  canse,  pathology  or  treatment,  is  finished ;  that  we  knov 
all  there  is  to  be  learned  about  any  given  disease. 

The  great  medical  theories  that  have  attracted  tbe  attention,  and 
Formed  the  faith  of  so  many  medical  men  in  the  past,  have  culminatedi 
one  afler  another,  and  the  popular  Airor  that  emblaioned  them  is  ez- 
tingnished,  and  not  a  devotee  is  left  to  reverence  their  antiquity  or 
former  notoriety. 

It  is  well  that  we  are  settling  down  into  a  practical  age,  where  we 
are  to  inqaire  for  facta;  no  theory,  no  eminent  authors,  no  assertions 
of  this  system  or  that,  will  answer  in  this  age,  unless  founded  upon 
incontrovertible  facte. 

But  to  oar  subject.  Onr  irieods  in  the  Cincinnati  Academy  of  Med- 
icine have  proved  all  I  have  said  beyond  a  doubt.  No  one  who  reads 
carefully  their  discnssion  upon  diphtheria,  able,  interesting  and  valua- 
ble as  it  is,  can  doubt  one  thing,  that  the  medical  profession  have  not 
yet  settled  the  cause,  pathology,  diagnosis,  prognosis  or  treatment  of 
diphtheria. 

The  learned  and  able  disputants  have  given  us  many  interesting 
facts  aud  opinions,  not  only  of  their  own,  but  of  many  eminent  authors; 
yet  they  leave  all  the  main  questions  and  points  discussed  still  unset- 
tled, and  some  that  they  have  settled,  are  not  so  clear  to  my  mind  as  I 
would  like  to  have  them. 

It  would  be  a  great  gratification  to  know  the  relation  between  diph- 
theria and  scarlatina.     Are  they  brothers  or  cousins? 

Dr.  Murphy  tells  us  "  he  has  known  diphtheria  to  come  on  directly 
after  scarlatina,  but  does  not  believe  that  the  two  diseases  could  exist 
together." 

Now  if  this  opinion  from  a  learned  man,  does  not  finish  the  whole 
question,  I  would  like  to  give  a  few  facts  upon  the  point. 

In  1860  diphtheria  began  to  prevail  in  this  vicinity  as  an  epidemic. 
It  Boon  spread  throughout  the  entire  town  aud  country.  It  prevailed  in 
its  epidemic  form  for  some  eight  months,  since  which  time  it  has  appar- 
rently  become  one  of  the  common  diseases  of  the  country.  Among 
the  great  variety  of  cases  was  a  family  of  five  children,  living  three 
miles  north  of  town,  all  sick  at  the  same  time.  Two  had  ordinary 
diphtheria,  one  with  the  entire  nasal  passages,  as  well  as  tonsils,  cov- 
ered with  the  diphtheric  membranes  as  in  the  throat,  as  much  so  as  I 
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ever  sav,  witb  fall  and  perfect  Bcarlatina.    One  of  these  cases  died  and 
one  recovered. 

A  German  family,  in  town,  had  three  children  sick  at  the  same 
time ;  two  of  the  c^ses  had  a  perfect  diphtberio  deposit  on  the  tonsils, 
irith  violent  scarlatina  at  the  same  time. 

I  was  called  recently  to  see  a  little  daughter  of  Mr.  Cnrls,  aged 
eight  years;  found  her  with  diphtheric  membranes  iVUly  developed. 
The  second  day  a  scarlet  emption  oame  ont  over  her  entire  body.  Dr. 
Bowers  visited  the  case  with  me,  and  said  there  was  no  doubt  about 
the  case.  The  double  disease  yielded  readily  to  qninine,  iron  and 
chlorate  of  potash.  On  the  tenth  day  ahe  had  an  attack  of  general 
anasarca,  with  an  ezccss  of  albnmen  in  the  urine,  whicli  yielded  readily 
to  diuretics  and  tonics.  I  noticed  a  number  of  cases  where  children 
of  the  same  family  were  sick  at  the  same  time,  some  with  scarlatina  and  - 
some  with  diphtheria. 

These  facte,  with  many  others,  have  convinced  me  that  diphtheria 
and  ecartatina  do  occasionally  exist  at  the  same  time  in  the  same  indi- 
vidual. 

It  was  a  matter  of  great  surprise  to  see  the  wide  difference  in  Uie 
treatment  of  diphtheria  by  the  learned  Academy,  and  especially  to  see 
the  wonderful  extremes  in  their  mode  of  practice.  The  most  venera- 
ble Dr.  Carroll  tella  na  "that  all  the  varieties  of  throat-diseases  zymo- 
tic in  oharacter,  were  caused  by  some  blood-poison ;  that  when  mild  they 
will  run  a  fixed  course,  endure  a  certain  time,  whatever  the  treatment 
may  be.  That  we  should  not  deplete  unless  there  is  exudation ;  but 
upon  Us  appearance  we  should  bleed,  leech,  vomit,  purge,  and  apply 
cold  externally." 

We  are  to  understand  by  this,  that  in  certain  forms  of  lymotic  dia- 
-eaae  we  are  to  do  nothing;  that  must  be  a  great  relief  to  the  labors  of 
the  profession.  In  other  and  more  violent  forms,  where  there  is  exuda- 
tion, we  are  to  attack  our  patient  with  the  most  heroic  treatment  ever 
known  in  the  palmiest  days  of  the  great  antiphlogistic  theory  of  treat- 

I  love  antiquity,  and  have  often  wished  I  could  visit  the  tomb  of 
.Hippocrates;  but  I  would  not  like  to  bring  from  the  tomb  of  any  an- 
tiquated medical  father,  either  the  old  notions  of  doing  nothing  for 
our  patiente,  or  doing  too  much. 

It  seems  to  me  a  very  singular  idea  that  we  should  leave  one-half 
of  our  patiente  to  take  the  chances  of  getting  well  or  dying  without 
anything,  and  the  other  half  a  still  greater  chance  to  die  by  the  rash- 
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oeBB  of  oar  piaotloe.  Dr.  Murphj  telU  ub  "  that  when  called  to  cases 
of  membranous  exudations  presenting  intense  toxic  effecta,  lie  at  once 
gives  remedies  th^t  will  liberate  quantities  of  oxygen  in  tbe  system, 
such  03  quinine,  tr.  chlor.  iron,  chlorate  of  potassa,  stimulants  and 
food." 

Here,  in  my  humble  judgment,  is  as  much  valuable  advice  in  a  few 
words,  upon  the  treatment  of  zymotic  diseases  as  ever  came  from  any 
man. 

Yet,  what  extremes  these  two  men  represent;  the  one  rehearsing 
the  exploded  notions  of  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century;  the  other, 
CD  the  advance  guard  of  the  great  modern  improvement. 

Mr.  Editor,  I  have  written  this  short  article,  not  to  criticise  the 
proceedings  of  the  Academy,  but  to  raise  a  few  questions  that  I  would 
like  to  have  answered : 

Itrti — What  is  the  relation  between  diphtheria,  scu^latina,  erysipe- 
las and  typhoid  fever? 

Second — Are  they  not  all  lymphatic  diseases?  Or,  is  not  their 
pathology  located  in  the  lymphatic  system? 

Third — Do  they  not  originate  first  in  lymph-poison,  instead  of 
blood-poison?  Wayne  Gribwold,  M.  D. 

CiBOLEViLLi,  Ohio. 


"DEATH  FROM  CHLOROFOBM." 

Mr.  Editob:  I  read  with  the  greatest  interest  the  cHnical  lecture, 
iu  ybur  last  number,  upon  a  fatal  case  of  chloroform -inhalation,  by 
Dr.  Billroth,  the  eminent  profedsor  of  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Vi- 
enna. The  high  position  of  this  gentleman,  and  his  well-known  ability, 
give  unusual  weight  to  any  doctrines  he  may  advocate;  yet,  in  science, 
no  single  authority  can  be  considered  so  high  as  to  allow  statements  to 
be  received  without  question,  or  to  permit  error  to  pass  unchallenged. 
It  is  not  my  purpose  to  examine  at  any  length  the  views  presented  in 
that  lecture,  but  I  can  not  abstain  from  calling  attention  to  two  points, 
in  whioh,  I  think,  the  eminent  professor  is  not  sustained  by  facts. 

The  first  ia  the  attempted  explanation  of  death  under  chloroform, 
by  claiming  idiosyncrasy  for  the  patient.  Now  the  record  of  fatal 
cases  shows  several  instances  in  which  the  patient  had  inhaled  the 
ansssUietio  with  safety  within  a  few  days,  the  day  before,  and,  I  be- 
liev,  in  one  instance,  on  the  very  same  day   the  death  took  place. 
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Idiosynoraey  ie  a  pecalUrity  of  constitation,  and  does  not  cliango 
thuB  rapidly.  If  it  did,  witt  how  mach  reliaace  could  we  admiaia- 
ter  any  medicioes,  aince  the  accepted  daotTine  of  idioByncrasies  aa  to 
opinm,  mercury  and  other  articles,  is  well  snatained?  How  could  we 
ever  be  sure  that  the  patient  who  took  one  of  these  kiudly  last  week, 
would  not  be  poisoned  by  an  ordinary  dose  to-day?  It  seems  strange 
that  BO  eminent  a  man  should  have  overlooked  the  facta  abore  alluded 
to,  and  their  bearing  upon  the  question  of  idiosyncrasy  as  an  explana- 
tion of  death  l^om  chloroform. 

The  second  error  ia  in  the  following  sentence:  "The  singular  idea 
that  a  mixture  of  chloroform  and  ether  is  less  dangerous  than  either 
of  these  substances  used  separately,  has  been  abandoned."  This  may 
be  true  of  Oermany — it  certainly  is  not  true  of  England  and  other 
parts  of  the  world.  Moreover,  there  is  a  vast  amonnt  of  evidence  to 
show  that  thia  idea  is  sound ;  almost  universally,  death  under  chloro- 
form is  sudden — the  patient  has  been  overwhelmed,  stmck  down  in  a 
moment  by  a  powerful  agent.  Is  it  not  reasonable  to  believe,  then,  that 
the  more  this  agent  is  diluted,  whether  by  atmospheric  air,  by  ether, 
or  by  the  vapor  of  alcohol,  the  less  probability  there  will  be  of  death 
in  this  manner?  Experience  has  sustained  theory  in  this,  or  rather  the 
theory  has  grown  out  of  obaeiration  of  the  facta,  and  I  believe  that  the 
nse  of  a  mixture  of  anteathetic  vapors  is  increasing  instead  of  dimin- 
ishing. Yours  truly,  J.  C.  Ebbvb. 

Dayton,  Ohio. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY. 


CONSTIPATION  OF  THE  BOWELS;  THE  VARIOUS  CAUSES, 
AND  THE  DIFFERENT  MEANS  OF  CURE. 

BT  8.  B.  BtBCH,  U.  O., 

Uainlwr  of  ihsKojal  CoU^caor  FbTilcluu,  LDndoni  CDiTMiniidliig  Uonlxr  Scloplu  McdlH- 

XlhlcilSoclalT,Me„*lii.    riun  tlw  Ibltd  London  adltlon.    PhlMalptaU: 

Llnduj  a  BlikUUn,  lB»a.    Pp.  ISl. 

Constipation  of  the  bowels  is  a  very  troublesome  condition  of  no 
insignificant  proportion  of  the  human  family,  found  among  people  of 
all  ages  and  stations.     We  are  of  the  opinion^  too,  that  the  difficml^ 
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is  freqaentlj  very  imperfeotl;  an^entood,  snd  qaJto  erroneouelj 
treated. 

St.  Biroh  seta  out  with  a  declaration  of  similar  opinions,  and  then 
proceeda  to  consider  the  whole  snbjeot  in  a  philosophical  and  practical 
sort  of  way.  He  regards  improper  regimen  and  badlj  regnlated  hab- 
its M  the  prime  oanse  in  a  rest  majority  of  conalipated  bowels,  and  he 
thinks  the  use  of  pargative  medicines  to  oreroome  this  irregnlaritj, 
without  an  attempt  to  oorreet  the  cause,  is  not  infrequently  the  means 
of  establishtug  permanent  ill -health. 

The  book  has  sound  and  judioiona  theories,  and  well-considered 
practical  reeommendations.  All  medical  men  may  find  something  in 
it  pleasant  and  useful.  Its  author,  however,  is  something  of  a  pedant, 
and  given  to  verbosity;  the  essential  material  of  the  little  volume 
night  have  been  presented  in  lees  than  half  its  pages.         J.  F.  H. 


LECTURES  ON  THE  STUDY  OF  FEVBK 

BT  AUKKD  HUDSON,  H.  D.,   K.  B.  I.  A,, 


These  fifteen  admirable  lectures,  diadactio  in  character,  are  to  be 
considered  as  complimentary  to  tho  lecturer's  clinical  course  in  thb 
hospital. 

Clinical  lectures  proper,  based  upon  the  obsorvatien  of  the  various 
patients  as  they  are  met  with,  have  a  kind  of  desultory,  individual,  or 
disconnected  character,  and  Dr.  Hudson  very  properly  came  to  the  cos- 
elusion  that  in  so  important  a  form  of  disease  as  fever,  the  students 
would  the  more  completely  appreciate  that  importance,  and  the  more 
fully  comprehend  the  whole  subject  in  its  true  bearingH,  if,  in  addition 
to  these  bedside  teachings,  they  should  have  added  a  scientific  view  of 
fever,  in  a  connected  series  of  lectures  covering  the  entire  ground,  the 
practical  points  being  illustrated  and  enforced  by  frequent  reference  to 
individual  cases  examined  in  the  wards  of  tlie  hospital.  This  idea 
Dr.  H.  has  carried  out  in  a  very  comprehensive,  entertaining  and  in~ 
struetive  manner;  beginning  with  the  nature  of  fever,  and  running 
through  the  cause,  symptoms,  complications,  termination,  prophylaxia, 
aad  treatment;  and  all  this  in  a  very  f^ill  and  satisfactory  manner,  with- 
out being  tedious  or  prolix. 
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The  immadi&te  practical  obaerTatiouB  are  confined  to  typhus,  ty- 
phoid and  relapsing  synocha;  but  the  philoBophical  teachings  compaaa 
the  whole  affair  of  febrile  dieturbances.  The  rsaders  of  the  Medical 
NcKt  aiuL  lAbrary  will  recognise  this  volame  aa  that  which  has  jnet 
been  completed  in  the  Library  department  of  that  journal. 

Nothing  in  this  work,  bb  presented  to  us,  directly  indicateB  whether 
it  is  a  reprint  of  a  foreign  book,  or  an  original  American  one.  The 
preface  ib  without  date,  and  has  no  mark  to  signify  where  it  was  writ- 
ten. In  the  title  page  the  author  is  styled  a'"PhyBician  to  tiie  Meath 
Hospital;"  bat  where  is  the  Heath  Hospital?  in  Philadelphia,  Copen- 
hagen 01  Dublin?  If  any  one  finds  out  that  it  is  locitted  in  the  last 
named  place,  he  will  derive  his  information  from  other  sources  than 
the  pages  of  the  book  under  notjce.  The  lecturer,  beside  being  an 
M.  D.,  ia  styled  a  M.  B.  I.  A.,  wbatevei  that  means.  One  may  guess 
at  the  interpretation  of  these  mystical  letters,  but  certainly  no  com- 
mon American  student  will  be  able  to  tell  where  the  author  is,  or 
what  he  IB,  from  this  affix  to  hia  name. 

We  think  the  pnblisher  does  himself  a  moral  wrong,  and  injustioe 
to  the  author  of  these  excellent  lectures,  to  say  nothing  of  his  tack  of 
oandoi  and  fhllnesB  to  his  American  readers,  by  the  parsimony  of  his 
information  in  the  opening  pages  of  the  book.  J.  F.  H. 


A  THEORETICAL  AND  PRACTICAL  TREATISE  ON  MID- 
WIFERY, INCLUDING  THE  DISEASES  OF  PREGNANCY 
AND  PARTURITION.      

BT  r.  CAZBACX, 
KtDibn  of  (b*  Im^Hil  Aetaeaj  of  Utdldn*,  Mc,  tc.    B«ilHd  ind  Aanotated  bjr  8.  TintsT, 

Adjunct  FrafHnr  to  lb*  Ficoltr  of  KedlclDs  of  Fu-ti,  Ac,  Ac,    FlHb  Amiiiun  traia 

U»  Btraoth  Tnneb  lUllIoD.    By  Wm.  K.  Bollock,  H.  D.    PnbUihad  bj 

LlDdij  ±  BliklttoB,  Phllidalpbl*.    For  tie  b;  C.  F.  Wilder, 

iDdiuupolli;  BobailC^k*  A  Co.,  OlnslDutl. 

About  twenty  years  since,  when  asking  our  preceptor.  Dr.  John 
Neill,  what  work  to  get  on  midwifery,  the  reply  given  was  '-Cazeaux." 
This  was  the  first  work  upon  this  subject  we  read,  and  in  the  years  of 
active  practice,  it  is  that  to  which  we  oftenest  refer.  Both  at  home 
and  abroad,  as  the  numerous  editions  testify,  "Caceaux"  st«nds  unex- 
celled by  any,  unequaled  by  any.  Prof.  Tarnier,  who,  in  consequence 
of  the  lamented  death  of  the  author  of  the  book,  edits  this  editioo, 
oOnoludes  hia  preface  thus: 
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"It  wonld  be  impossible  to  point  out  all  the  additions  irhich  are 
scattered  throagb  the  work,  bnt  they  are  verj  many.  Everywhere 
have  I  accorded  to  the  views  of  Prof.  Depanl  and  Pajot,  as  also  to  the 
Tiews  of  all  CO  tempo  r&neom  sntbors,  the  prominence  which  they  de- 
seire.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  tiiis  book,  which  is,  bo  to  speak,  a  new 
one,  will  be  fonnd  to  represent  all  the  most  important  knowledge  which 
we  possess  pertaining  to  the  obstetric  art."  This  hope,  let  as  add,  in 
conclnsion,  will  be  completely  realized  by  any  bne  who  osteAilly  con- 
sults these  pages.  No  one  engaged  in  obstetrical  practice,  should  deny 
himself  the  right  and  privilege  of  poasessing  this  book.  T.  P. 


THE  MEDICAL  FORMULARY;  BEING  A  COLLECTION  OF 
PRESCRIPTIONS,  DERIVED  FROM  THE  WRITINGS  AND 
PRACTICE  OF  MANY  OF  THE  MOST  EMINENT  PHYSI- 
CIANS IN  AMERICA  AND  EUROPE,  TOGETHER  WITH 
THE  USUAL  DIETETIC  PREPARATIONS  AND  ANTI- 
DOTES FOR  POISONS.  TO  WHICH  IS  ADDED  AN  APEN- 
DIX  ON  THE  ENDERMIC  USE  OF  MEDICINES,  AND  ON 
THE  USE  OF  ETHER  AND  CHLOROFORM.  THE  WHOLE 
ACCOMPANIED  WITH  A  FEW  BRIEF  PHARMACEUTIC- 
AL AND  MEDICAL  OBSERVATIONS. 

BT  BENJAUIN  ELLIB,  H.  D., 

LtU  PTOfHur.  ke.    Tmlfth  tdlticn.  anlntl*  nTtotd  iDil  mnch  iDf  n>^,  br  Albut  H.  BmJtb, 

H.  n.,  F.  C.  P.,  Phil.  LKtsnr  on  ONUIiKh  Ae.    PliUadelphlk 

H.  0.  Lu,  usa.    Pp.  Sli. 

This  hnge  title  recites  nearly  all  that  need  be  said  of  "Ellis'  For- 
mnlary,"  now  attained  to  it«  twelfth  edition.  Dr.  Smith  has  omitted 
some  formulas  that  had  become  superanoated,  and  added  some  new 
ones.  Many  practitioners,  in  years  gone  by,  have  found  great  comfort 
in  this  book,  and  many  more  may  do  so  in  the  present  edition. 

Hypodermic  injecdon,  and  inhalation  of  atomised  liquids  are  suit- 
ably presented  among  the  new  appliances  in  therapeutics,  but  we  tnd 
no  mention  of  Richardson's  method  of  producing  local  ansssthesia, 
which  has  great  value  in  many  minor  surgical  operations,  and  was 
worthy  of  being  called  to  the  att«ntion  of  those  physicians  who  will 
consult  the  "Formulary."  J-  F.  H. 
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ATLAS  OF  VENEREAL   DISEASES. 

BT  A.  CULLXailE. 

Tmi*lHf«d  r^oB  thfl  PnDch,  wllh  Moua  uid  Addllloni,  bj  F»*dui  J.  BunjaUtdi  U.  D.i  ProfM- 

•or  or  ViMrul  DIhuh  la  tha  Oollen  of  PhrilcUu  kad  Siunou,  Hh  Tork,  Ac. 

Psbllibtil  faj  Eanrr  0.  Tt^  PUIidtlpliU.    For  s^i  bj  O.  p.  Wlldar, 

ladluiiipolld  Bobut  OUika  A  Co.,  OlDcinuU.    PutT. 

We  h&ve  already  noticed  the  previous  numbers  of  this  itiagnifioent 
work  as  they  were  issued ;  the  present  fasciculus  completes  the  rolume. 
It  is  hardly  neceasary  for  us  to  reiterate  what  ve  have  previously  said 
in  commendation  of  this  work.  The  plates,  so  admirably  executed,  are 
themselves  almost  worth  the  entire  price  of  the  volume;  but  besides, 
we  have  the  fruit  of  the  rich  experience  and  learning  in  this  deput- 
ment  of  disease,  of  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  celebrated  of  French 
surgeons,  rendered  still  more  valuable  by  the  excellent  notes  and 
additions  of  the  American  editor  who,  probably,  more  than  any  one 
else  in  the  United  States,  is  qualified  to  speak  ex  cathedra  in  all  that 
pertains  to  venereal  diseases.  T.  P. 


THESE  DE  PHARMACIE,  PEBSBNTEE   ET  SOUTENNE   A 
L'ECOLE  8UPEEIBURE  DE  PHARMACIE. 

PAfi  AOMAUD   FUHOUZE, 

I>oeMor  an  Hedcdos— PbomKlsu  d«  pnmlira  eImm.  tfamber  da  la  Soclata  Bntonoloslqiw 

da  rruea,  at  da  la  Boolau  CbmlqDB  da  Parji.    DE  LA  CitfTBABIDB  OFVIOI- 

NALE:  Park,  chaiOanasr  Ballllari,  Llbralra-Edluur, 

IMT.    From  B.  Tonsara,  Niii  Yark. 

OFFICINAL  CANTHARIS;  A  THESIS  PRESENTED  TO  THE 
SUPERIOR  SCHOOL,  PARIS. 

BY  AHAND   FVHOKZZ,   BTO. 

This  thesis  of  fifty -three  quarto  pages  is  divided  into  four  chapten. 
The  first  is  devoted  to  the  natural  history  of  the  officinal  cantharis. 
The  second  to  the  chemical  history  of  the  same.  The  third  to  the 
causes  whieh  alter  or  diminish  the  peculiar  properties  of  cantharideBj 
and  the  fourth,  to  the  various  insects  to  be  met  with  in  cantharides. 

These  chapters  furnish  full  and  satisfactory  information  in  relation 
to  the  subjects  of  which  they  treat.  Many  experiments  are  reported 
{q  detail.  These  will  render  this  brochure  attractive  to  the  pharma- 
oeutist,  for  whom  it  will  have  more  interest  than  for  the  physician. 
Two  handsome  plates,  containing  many  figures,  are  attached. 

J.  R.  W. 
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UTSRINE  CATARRH,  FREQUENTLY  THE  CAUSE  OF  STER- 
ILITY—NEW TREATMENT. 

BY  H.   X.    OAUraLOM,   U.   D. 
trvm  th»  AntkOT. 

Here  w«  have  a  monograph  of  oearl;  ninety  pagee,  printed  in  Eng- 
lish at  PariB.  Its  aathoT  once  resided  in  this  country,  but  is  now  set- 
tled in  Paris,  and  is  preparing  a  work  on  diteaiei  of  women,  this  hro- 
ekure  constitnting  a  part  of  the  proposed  volume. 

Wesospeotthatwereit  devoted  to  a  method  of  caunntr  instead  of  cur- 
tH^  sterility,  it  woald  have  a  great  "  mn  "  in  some  circles  of  American 
society;  snch  knowledge  would  be  eagerly  sought  for,  by  not  a  few  of 
the  female  sex,  who  cheerfully  sacrifice  the  pleasures  and  the  duties  of 
maternity  upon  the  altar  of  insane  and  unholy  Ashion,  or  else  shrink 
from  the  perils  and  the  responsibilities  of  a  condition  which  is  the  law 
of  married  life,  for  woman's  lot  is  "to  bear,  to  rear,  to  love,  to  lose," 
the  first  and  second  quite  as  much  as  the  tfairj,  and  still  more  than  the 
fourth,  of  this  quartette  of  duties,  as  sung  by  one  of  the  best  poetesses 
of  Uie  day. 

Bu\  to  the  book.  The  following  are  the  topics  discussed:  Ana- 
tomical and  Pbysiolo^cal  Reflections  on  the  Uterine  Cavities,  Causes 
of  Uterine  Catarrh,  Symptoms  of  Uterine  Catarrh,  Diagnosis  of  Uterine 
Catarrh,  Prognosis  of  Uterine  Catarrh,  Treatment  of  Uterine  Catarrh, 
then,  the  Method  of  Performing  Intra-Uterine  Injections,  and  finally, 
Cases.  For  the  purpose  of  injecting  the  uterine  cavity,  a  solution  of 
nitrate  of  silver  is  used.  The  author  has  invented  an  excellent  syr- 
inge, holding  bat  a  drachm,  a  tube  attached  to  it,  having  a  diameter 
less  than  that  of  the  ordinary  uterine  sound,  round  and  perforated  at 
the  extremity,  "with  holes  directed  backwards  towards  the  operator, 
on  the  same  principle  as  the  urethral  syringe  of  Dr.  Langlebert." 

The  author  speaks  quite  positively  of  the  efficiency  of  this  method 
of  treatment,  and  also  of  it«  innocuousness.  While  we  write  we  recall 
a  case  reported  a  few  years  since  by  one  of  the  New  York  physicians. 
Dr.  Noeggerath,  we  believe,  where  the  injection  of  a  solution  of  nitrate 
of  silver  into  the  uterine  cavity  was  followed  by  a  fatal  peritonitis; 
uor  are  we  prepared  to  abandon  the  creed  firmly  established  in  our 
minds  after  a  somewhat  diligent  study  of  "Bernutx,"  of  the  ready 
passage,  in  some  circumstances,  of  fluid  by  the  oviducts  from  the  ute- 
riae  into  the  peritoneal  cavitj.    Nevectheless,  it  may  be  possible  that 
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Df.  O&Dtillon'B  instrament  will  ncnre  the  benefita  of  intn-nterine 
injectioDS  without  theii  great  peril;  indeed,  we  think  it  decidedly 
the  best  that  has  yet  been  invented.  We  will  eay  etill  farther,  we 
fully  believe,  and  our  practice  corresponds  with  the  belief,  that  a  per- 
sistent aterine  catarrh  as  imperatively  demands  local  treatment  as  a 
conjunctival  catarrh,  and  that  i&  each  case  nitrate  of  silver  is  the  best 
agent. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  we  can  easily  understand  that  rash  and 
reckless  resort  t«  this  agent,  whether  tn  substance  or  in  solution,  may 
kindle  the  flame  'of  a  slnmbering  endo-metritts  which  shall  spread  to 
the  substance  of  the  womb,  or'  else  by  conUnnity  of  structure,  travel 
an  oviduct  and  very  soon  develope  a  local  or  a  general  peritonitis, 
rapidly  hastening  to  a  fata]  issue.  Let  physiciaos,  wlrile  appreciating 
the  advantages,  be  warned  against  the  perils  of  certain  methods  of  local 
uterine  therapeutics. 

We  heartily  thank  Dr.  Gantillon  for  his  little  book,  and  we  believe 
that  it  adds  materially  to  a  general  professional  knowledge  of  a  very 
frequent  form  of  uterine  disease  and  of  its  successful  treatment. 

T.  P. 


EDITORIAL  AND  MEDICAL  NEWS. 


Thbbe  bills,  in  which  the  medical  profession  are  especially  inter- 
ested, are  now  pending  in  the  Indiana  Legislature.  The  first  is  enti- 
tled "An  Aft  to  protect  the  oitiient  of  Indiana  from  Empirieitm,  and 
etmale  the  $tanding  of  the  Medical  Profeuion."  This  act  has  passed 
its  second  reading,  and  probably  will  become  a  law,  so  faf  as  legisla- 
tive action  is  concerned,  (though  we  hope  not,  unless  some  material 
alterations  are  made  in  it,)  before  this  number  of  the  Journal  reaches 
its  readers.  It  makes  it  "unlawful  for  any  person  who  has  not  at- 
tended two  foil  courses  of  inatnctjon  and  graduated  at  some  school 
of  medicine,  in  the  United  States  or  some  foreign  country,  or  can  not 
produce  a  oeitificate  from  a  State  or  county  medical  society,  and  is  not 
a  person  of  good  moral  character,  to  practice  medicine  in  any  of  its 
departments,  for  reward  or  compensation,  for  any  sick  person  in  the 
State  of  Indiana;  provided,  that  in  all  cases  where  any  person  has- 
been  continuously  engaged  in  the  practice  of  modicio*  for  a  period  ofi" 
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ten  years  ot  more,  he  ehill  be  conaidered  to  have  complied  with  this 
act,  and  that  when  peisous  have  been  i&  continuous  practice  of  med- 
icine for  five  years  or  more,  the;  shall  be  allowed  two  years  in  whioh 
lo  comply  with  such  provision."  The  second  section  of  this  act  re- 
counts the  penalties  for  its  violation — not  less  than  fifty  dollars,  nor 
more  than  one  hundred  dollars  for  the  first  tiaBagression,  and  for  Oxe 
second,  thirty  days  in  jail  besides  the  fine,  and  in  no  case  can  any  fee 
for  professional  services,  rendered  by  the  ofi'ender,  be  collected,  and 
ooDclndea  by  stating  that  dentists  arc  exeunt  from  the  action  of  this 
law. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  tell  our  readers  that  the  law  is  badly 
worded ;  bat  this  is  a  comparatively  trivial  objection.  "  Two  full  courses 
of  instruction  and  graduated  at  some  school  of  medicine,"  &o.  Now 
what  period  must  these  "two  full  courses "  occupy?  Can  they  be  oon- 
densed  into  eight  or  nine  months,,  or  must  they  occupy  portions  of  at 
least  two  years? 

Some  reputable  medical  schools  in  this  country  admit  gentlemen 
to  graduation  who  have  been  in  pcactice  five  years,  and  attended  one 
course  of  lectures;  others  confer  honorary  degrees  without  asking 
whether  the  recipient  has  ever  attended  a  single  full  course  of  lectures. 
Kow  will  the  law  go  behind  the  diplomas  these  gentlemen  may  have, 
and  insist  upon  their  attending  "lectures"  awhile  longer?  "Gradua- 
ted at  soma  school  of  medicine."  No  matter  whether  by  grace  or 
merit.  It  is  shamefdlly  true  that  men  have  diplomas  without  even  a 
good  English  education.  No  matter  what  school  —  simply  "some 
school" — it  may  be  a  school  whose  diplomas,  signed  and  sealed,  are 
peddled  abroad  in  foreign  covntries,  as  was  the  case  with  those  of  an 
eastern  Eclectic  school,  until  the  foul  wrong  was  exposed  through  the 
influence  of  Dr.  Corrigan. 

But  again:  State  and  county  medical  eecieties  may  license.  But 
what  medical  societies?  Eclectic,  Homwoipathic,  Hydropathic,  any  sort 
yaa  please,  just  as  well  as  those  of  the  tegular  profession.  But  even 
if  this  power  wenespecificallyconflned  to  the- societies  representing  reg- 
ular medicine— a  measure  that  we  should  look  upon  as  impolitic,  to  say 
the  least — great  abuses  might  result  (Vom  giving  it  to  so  many  different 
sources.  Every  county  in  the  State  may  have  a  county  society — it  may 
have  a  dosen,  all  licensing  doctors.  But  suppose  noi  county  society  ex- 
ists, as  is  the  case  in  seveial  counties  In  this  State,  what  is  the  appplicanb 
for  license  to  do  7  Or,  suppose  such  society  existing,  it  meets  at  distftnt 
interrale,  rarely  has  a  qiuorum,  does  not  ■epresent  some  of  the  best  ele- 
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ments  of  the  profession  in  iU  locality,  ie  nnder  tbs  control  of  a  clique 
of  Belfish  men,  who  can  not  brook  any  rivals  for  public  pktoonage,  or 
who  would  cmsb  STery  one  by  foul  means  if  mot  by  fiwr,  that  was  not 
«f  their  "set,"  worshippiDg  their  golden  calves,  kissing  their  croco- 
diles, or  becoming  petrified  like  their  fOBBilst  We  believe  that  the 
delegation  of  this  power  of  licensing  doctors  should  not  be  made  to 
tiie  society  or  the  different  societies  of  a  county,  tbr  the  reason  that 
injustice  might  sometimes  be  done  from  prejudice,  nnscmpulons  selfish- 
ness, or  other  cause,  now  and  then.  When  there  should  be  a  hun> 
dred  or  more  examining  bodies  in  the  State,  what  uniformity  of  exam- 
ioatioDS  night  be  expected.  One  county  society  might  license  a  doc- 
tor when  he  had  been  rejected  by  a  doten  others.  We  believe  all  per- 
taining to  State  and  county  societies  ought  to  be  eliminated  f^om  the 
bill;  and  the  power  of  licensing  confined  to  a  board  of  tJuee  or  five 
physicians,  appointed  by  the  Governor,  (confirmed,  if  thought  beet,  by 
the  Senate),  which  shall  hold  semi-annnal  sessions  at  the  Capital :  each 
member  of  the  board  receiving  from  every  applicant  for  examination, 
a  fee  of  three  or  five  dollars. 

One  word  more.  We  hope  our  friends  are  not  expecting  too  much 
from  legislation.  The  passage  of  this  or  a  dozen  similar  bills,  but 
more  stringent — ^however  much  good  to  tJie  people  and  to  the  profee- 
sion  they  may  accomplish — is  not  going  to  bring  the  medical  milleni- 
um.  Our  chief  work  to  exalt  Medicine  to  that  sublime  position  which 
she  ought  to  occupy,  must  be  done  in  and  with  ourselves — in  oar  own 
ever-growing  attainments,  in  our  own  ever-enlarging  philanthropy,  in 
our  own  ever-vivid  conscientiousness:  every  drop  being  pure  and 
sparkling,  shall  not  the  entire  fountain  be  clear  as  crystal?  Every 
grain  of  gold  being  thoroughly  purged  from  the  dross,  shall  not  Uie 
burnished  shield  flash  perpetual  brightness  an  the  pathway  of  man? 

Tl»  other  two  bills  to  which  we  refsr,  are  one  in  reference  to  the 
establishment  of  a  medical  department  of  the  State  University,  and 
the  other  for  the  registration  of  medical  practitioners  in  each  county 
auditor's  office  every  year,  a  fee  being  paid  by  every  one  thus  register- 
ing, (he  at  the  same  time  specifying  the  school  to  which  he  belongs}, 
these  fees  to  he  distributed  to  the  different  county  medical  societies. 
This  last  bill  was  prepared  by  our  fHend  Dr.  Hibberd,  and  we  hope 
he  will  give  in  the  next  number  of  the  Journal  some  details  as  to  it. 

As  to  the  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a  medical  department,  to 
be  located  at  Indianapolis,  of  the  State  University,  we  have  merely 
apace  to  say,  Xhat  the  trastees  of  that  institution  propose,  if  the  legis- 
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Utnre  slioold  give  the  Oniveraity  the  "agricultural  college  grant,"  t» 
spond  a  part  of  the  fooda  in  that  way,  their  design  being  to  build  up 
a  medical  school  upon  a  Himilar  plan  to  that  belonging  to  Michigan 
{Jniveraity.  In  a  future  number  we  shall  have  something  more  to  say. 
should  this  bill  pass,  upon  the  subject  of  a  medical  school  in  Indians — 
only  now  suggesting  that  neither  wil^such  an  insUtntion  make  a  med- 
ical milleuium. 

In  THK  Philadelphia  Medical  and  Surreal  Reporter,  January  2d, 
we  find  the  following  in  reference  to  Priority  in  Ligature  of  the  Femo- 
ral Artery.  We  only  wish  to  premise  the  extract  by  saying  that  the 
credit  of  having  poiuted  out  the  priority  of  American  surgery  in  this 
operattoB,  for  such  therapeutio  purpose,  ii  due  Prof.  Blackman. 

"  Id  a  commuoicattOD  to  the  Sritith  Medical  Jovmal,  in  June  Wtk, 
Hr.  C.  F.  Maunder,  F.  R.  C.  S.,  thus  gracefully  yields  a  palm  to  Amer- 
ican surgery.     All  honor  to  Mr.  Maunder  I  ^ 

"Twelve  months  ago  I  proposed  the  applicatiou  of  a  ligature  t« 
the  fluperfioial  femoral  artery,  to  check  acute  inflammation  of  the  limb 
following  wound  of  the  kaee-joint.  The  operation  was  performed  with 
immediate  and  continuoua  benefit,  and  the  patient  recovered.  I  need 
scarcely  say  that  at  that  time  I  believed  the  suggestion  to  he  original, 
and  have  only  now  been  undeceived  by  the  perusal  of  a  short  paper 
upon  the  Bubject,  in  the  .American  Journal  of  Medical  Sctencet,  of 
April,  1868.  It  there  appears  that  the  femoral  artery  was  ligatured, 
Jirst — for  wound  of  the  knee-joint,  by  H.  U.  Onderdonk,  M.  B.,  In  the 
year  1813,  and  occasionally  since  that  date  also  in  America.  It  is  a 
curious  fact  that  no  surgeon  has  ever  informed  me  that  my  snggestion 
was  not  original ;  and  it  is  still  more  strange  that  the  author  of  the 
Annus  Medicut,  1867,  published  in  the  Lancet,  should  have  spoken  of 
the  operation  proposed  ky  me  'as  bold  and  tKivel,  (italics  are  mine,) 
and  withal  snocessfu),  surgical  proceedings  of  the  year,  we  may  men- 
tion the  Jigature  of  the  femoral  artery  in  a  case  of  acnte  traumatic 
inflammation  of  the  knee-joint,  on  the  principle  of  diminishing  the 
arterial  supply  of  au  inflamed  part — a  principle  suggested  b;  Mr. 
Hannder,  and  now  under  much  discussion.'  Still,  with  the  evidauM 
before  me,  it  is  clear  that  I  can  not  claim  priority  in  the  suggestion  j 
and  I  hasten,  by  thus  addressing  you,  to  giv*  oredit  to  whom  credit 
ia  due." 

Death  of  Db.  F.  ScmiKRUAint. — At  a  meeting  of  the  medical 
profession,  held  at  the  Dental  College,  Monday  evening,  January  11th, 
1869,  for  the  purpoae  of  testifying  tneir  respeot  for  the  memory  of  thfl 
late  Dr.  Francis  Schuermann,  Dr.  Dawson  was  called  to  the  eluir,  and 
the  following  reaolations  were  unanimously  adopted; 

"Whkrbas,  Qod,  in  his  allwise  providence,  removed,  after  a  lingarii^ 
iUneai,  our  friend  and  colleague,  Dr.  ^raneis  8«faaermann,  one  of  our  oldeat 
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Members,  who  died  on  th«  1st  of  Jannuy,  after  a  long  life  of  profeisionnJ 
■wfulneea,  in  this  city; 

"Betolned,  That  we  have  received  the  intelligenoe  of  the  death  of  Dr.  P 
SofanemiaDn,  with  the  deepest  HOrroir. 

"Jtetoleed,  That  we  deplore  the  lota  wtuek  oar  profeasioo  liaa  met  with 
tbtOUfch  his  decauae. 

"Stroked,  That  theaa  procaediogB  be  published  in  tfaa  daily  paperi  and 
tnediua!  joumtkls  of  this  eitj,  and  that  a  copy  of  theae  reeoluikiaa  be  aent  to 
the  family  of  the  deceased," 

Dr.  A.  Roaeofeld,  Dr.  Wm,  Caraon,  Dr.  C.  S.  MuBcroft,  Dr.  J.  P. 
Walker,  Dr.  J.  S.  Untioker,  Committcej  F.  Brunoiag,  U.  D.,  Secretary. 

Foe  Rale. — An  order  for  an  artificial  limb.  Will  some  one  of 
our  surgical  friends  take  notice? 

Nkw  ScBSCRiBEBfi  oftB  bs  fumiahed  witii  oomplete  seta  of  the  Jour- 
MtU  fVom  its  commenoenieiitt  Janiury,  1866,  to  the  present,  the  Feb- 
nurj  number  for  1666  excepted.  By  the  way,  we  still  offer  twenty- 
fire  cents  for  each  copy  for  thutT  month. 

We  hope  our  friends  will  not  weaiy  in  their  efforts  to  add  to  onp 
Htbscription  list,  nor  in  our  solieitations  for  such  efforta.  Even  if  each 
MM  of  half  OUT  sabsoribers  added  a  new  one — »  thing  which  any  gf 
tiiem  could  easily  do — we  would  be  content. 

Pleahi  EEHShber  diak  aubscriptions  are  expected  tn  advtuu*, 
when  it  is  practicable  for  parties  to  remit.  We  Iiate  to  "dun,"  but 
we  hate  still  worse  to  be  in  debt.  By  the  way,  wo  send  reoeipta  in  the 
Journal,  Bot  by  letter. 

A  FBIEND  ftt  Haw»e,  wntea  us  that  the  yost-maeter  there  ohargw 
trenty-four  oents  posti^e  for  the  Wcitem  Journal  of  Mtdieine.  This 
Is  wrong;  the  charge  shenld  be  but  tweWe  cents,  as  we  aro  informed 
bf  the  post-office  de^tartment  hero,  and  we  hope  the  error  will  be 
Ipremptiy  oomcted. 

Wb  wuh  to  niggest  to  those  tf  oar  friends  irho  haT»  not  dieu- 
Ifres  insured — and  we  believe  pbysicians,  above  all  other  men,  ovght 
to  bnve  such  insurance — that  the  MtrrUAL  Life  iNsnaANcx  Compamt, 
«F  Nkw  York,  the  advertisement  of  which  we  publish,  is  one  of  the 
my  best 'Conpaaies  in  the  United  States,  and  especially  oharaoteriied 
^  its  liberal'  and  honorable  conree  towards  medical  gentlemen  who 
may  be  in  its  employmeDt:  We  apeak  that  vtieh  we  know  in  tlu» 
W^^trd. 
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Tfau  II  Hill  ba  wem  that  If  rau  hu  pwloni  ■hlch  Inpel  bin  to  tlw  deitniiiUon  or . 
I  bt  Iba  duIt  uitBiil  •rbo,  dMpblng  U<  tutotsl  meuu  at  atUck  ud  de(kn«e,  hu  diTli 
«nii>r  dtatrncdon,  h<  !•  iln  Ui<  onlj  uluul  irho  ba*  tb»  deaire,  or  tin  pomr,  to  Ml 
ifliariiigi  of  bli  AlloH  clIIMlU.  ud  Id  whom  tha  cfHutiMnu  of  rsMon  ud  bciuTolaace 
nionl  u  nil  u  u  latalledul  raparlmlt;. — Qb^tb'  OLDticu,  Huietm. 


INDIANAPOLIS,  MARCH,  1869. 


GUN-SHOT  WOUND  OP  THE  SPINE— WOUND  INVOLVING 
TEE  ATLAS  AND  AXIS. 

BT  S.  a.  THOUAS,  K.  D.,  HtLSOT,  mtK 
(Baul  baAiT*  (b>  Sub  CaDBt7  Hedloal  Sadaty,  ud  pablkhad  b;  raqoait  of  tha  AsalttT.) 

Jufy  1£,  1868,  4  o'clock  P.  M. — I  wu  sammoiied  in  bute  to  see 
Mrs.  Ann  B— -^,  who  had  been  accidentally  shot  by  ber  httBband,  "With 
a  very  small  vest-poclcet  pistol,  with  which  was  used  conioat  ball'-ont- 
lidges. 

After  examination,  I  found  tbe  ball  had  entered  beneath  the  inferior 
maxillary  bone,  two  inches  to  the  right  of  the  symphysie  ttiAitiB,  rang* 
ing  upward  and  backward,  entering  tlie  upper  and  right  side  of  the 
ftnces,  immediately  behind  the  "  velum  pendulnm  palati." 

Hemorrhage  was  quite  profuse  from  the  mouth  and  tight  nostril 
for  a  very  few  minutes,  after  which  it  almost  entirely  ceased,  and  we 
had  no  Airther  difficulty  IVom  that  source  until  some  dilrt^-sik  h<nirs 
before  death. 

When  I  first  aaw  patient  her  mental  cobdition  Was  good.  Nerrons 
system  but  little  disturbed.  No  aocelefatioD  of  the  pulse.  Resptis- 
tion  normal.  Articulation  of  sounds  and  deglutition  attended  with 
nnoh  diffionlty  and  pun. 
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Trbatuent. — Cold  water  dressingH  to  diin  and  neck,  and  anodjoes 
sufficient  to  control  pain. 

July  13. — Seventeen  hours  after  accident.  I  foand  patient  feeling 
very  uncomfortable,  on  account  of  augmented  inflammation,  and  swell-  • 
iiig  of  the  chin  and  the  right  side  of  the  fauces.  Couplaios  of  pain 
in  back  portion  of  head  and  neck,  and  also  that  she  is  incapable  of 
otating  the  head.  Respiration  and  circulation  but  slightly  changed. 
Deglutition  less  troublesome.  Swallows  fluids  very  well.  Articula- 
tion of  80uuds  much  the  same. 

Treatuent — Continued,  with  the  addition  of  the  sulphate  of  mag- 
nesia to  move  the  bowels. 

July  14- — Patient  complains  of  increased  pain  in  posterior  portion 
of  the  head  and  neck,  and  also  of  extreme  soreness  at  the  junction  of 
the  spine  and  cranium.  Slight  photophobia.  Inflammation  and  swell- 
ing increased,  and  suppuration  set  up  in  the  right  side  of  the  fauces. 
Muscles  of  the  right  side  of  the  neck  very  sensitive  to  the  touch. 
Bowels  not  moved.     Other  symptoms  much  as  they  were  before. 

Tbxathent. — Ordered  sulphate  magnesia  to  be  repeated  every 
three  hours,  until  free  catharsis  shall  be  obtained. 

July  15. — Says  she  feels  better,  and  that  the  pain  in  the  posterior 
portion  of  the  head  and  neck  has  subsided.  Stiffness  and  soreness  of 
the  neck  still  continue.     Bowels  freely  moved. 

July  15,  midniffhl. — Patient  grew  suddenly  worse.  Pain  in  poste- 
rior portion  of  the  head  and  neck  greatly  augmented.  Excruciating 
pain  in  front  portion  of  the  head.  Much  intolerance  of  light.  Had 
a  very  severe  and  protracted  rigor, — lasted  about  three  hours;  after 
which  complete  reaction  came  up.  The  wound  in  the  fauces  ceased  to 
uppurate  for  six  hours,  after  which  it  threw  off  more  than  at  any  time 
previous. 

July  16,  9  J..  M. — Pulse  feeble  and  quick.  Respiration  labored 
and  rapid.  Deglutition  again  attended  with  pain.  Severe  pain  in 
back  portion  of  head  and  neck,  with  increased  stiffness  of  the  lat- 
ter. Increased  soreness  of  the  muscles  of  the  right  half  of  the  cer- 
vical region.  Profuse  perspiration.  A  painful  condition  of  the 
maieles  throughout  the  whole  system.  Congestion  of  the  conjunctiva ; 
but  less  intolerance  of  light  than  through  the  night.  Increased  swell- 
ing of  the  right  and  posterior  fkuces.  Persistent  nausea.  Within 
twenty-four  hours,  four  large  and  offensive  stools.  Exhibits  unusual 
auziety. 

Tbbatuknt. — ^Wioe,  quinine,  chloiat*  potash  and  sulph.  morphine. 
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July  18,  6  o'clock  P.  Jff.—iAet  Dr.  M.  Sexton,  who  was  called  to 
viait  pstient.  We  found  patient  better  than  in  the  morning.  Hae  had 
fonr  rigors  since  midsigbt ;  the  laet  one  only  lasting  some  twenty  min- 
ntea.  Circulation  one  hundred  and  twenty;  respiration  twenty-foor. 
Heavy,  muddy  coat  upon  the  tongue. 

Swallows  much  better.  Has  taken  solid  food  without  anything  to 
moisten  it.     Appetite  better  than  at  time  of  morning  visit. 

Treatment — Continued. 

July  17,  9  A.  M. — Heapiration  eighteen,  and  circulation  one  hun- 
dred per  minute.  Pain  in  the  extremities  has  subsided.  Pain  and 
sorenees  at  the  junction  of  the  apino  and  the  cranium  unchanged. 
Leas  congestion  of  the  conjunctivae,  and,  also,  less  photophobia  than 
for  three  days.  Secretion  of  pus  large  and  very  offensive;  it  often 
excites  vomiting  as  it  paases  through  the  mouth.  In  other  respects 
patient  much  better. 

Treathknt — Continued. 

July  18,  9  A.  M. — Circulation  one  hundred;  respiration  increased 
in  frequency,  and  attended  with  pain  in  upper  portion  of  the  chest. 
Swallows  well  any  kind  of  food.  Less  inflammation  of  the  fauces; 
notwithstanding  patient  complains  of  pain  in  that  region  all  of  the  time. 

Pain  in  the  back  portion  of  head  and  neck  increased  within  twen- 
ty-four hours.  Stiffness  of  the  neck  and  shoulders  is  giving  much 
distreaa.  Does  not  breathe  through  the  nostrils,  but  alone  through  the 
month.  Breathing  loudly  stertorons  during  sleep.  During  sleep  the 
expired  air  leaves  the  mouth  as  if  blown  out,  as  in  smoking.  A  te- 
tanic condition  of  all  the  mnsclea.  A  alight  noiae  disturbs  the  patient 
much,  although  she  is  rational  and  conscious  all  of  the  time. 

Extremities  covered  with  a  cold,  clammy  sweat.  Increased  photo- 
phobia, and  congestion  of  the  conjunctiva.  Sleeps  with  eyes  nearly 
open.     Takes  but  little  food,  and  there  is  an  increase  of  thirst. 

Treatuemt. — Ordered  the  bowels  moved,  and  the  other  treatment 
continued  as  before. 

Jvh/  19,  10  A.  M. — Patient  is  feeble;  but  in  every  other  respect 
she  b  much  better. 

Tbeatuent. — Increase  the  dose  of  tonics  and  stimulants. 

Jvi^  SO,  9  A.  M. — Fain  in  back  portloo  of  head  and  neck  lery 
great  through  the  night,  bat  slightly  better  this  morning.  Complains 
of  dimness  of  vision.  Muscn  volitantea,  and  roaring  in  the  ears. 
Photophobia  increased.  More  Bwelliog  of  the  right  side  of  the  fauces 
and  uvula.    Large  secretion  of  pus  by  internal  wound.    Can  swallow 
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fluids  well,  bat  Bolids  not  at  all.    Increased  thirst.     Bowels  Yerj  flree 
in  their  utiou.    A  severe  and  protracted  rigor  dnring  the  night. 

Treatubnt — Continued,  with  the  addition  of  an  astringent  for  . 
howels. 

JaZy  SJ,  9  o'clock  A.  3f. — Much  improved  in  almost  every  respeet. 
If  it  were  not  for  stiffness  of  the  neck,  we  would  conclude  that  onr 
patient  was  fast  approaching  cure;  for  at  every  other  point  there  has 
been  a  marked  change  for  the  better. 

July  $S,  10  A.  M. — Rested  badly  dnring  the  night,  notwithstand- 
ing she  was  doing  quite  well  previous  to  that  time.  Had  a  severe  rigor 
at  two  o'clock  A.  H.;  and  after  reaction  was  set  up,  she  had  very  high 
fever,  which  still  continues.  Bowels  very  active,  and  the  stools  large 
and  offensive.  No  appetite  for  anything.  Tongne  covered  with  a 
heavy  brown  coating.  Circulation  feeble  and  frequent  External 
wound  entirely  healed,  and  swelling  and  inflammation  of  the  fauces 
gveatly  reduced. 

TsEATUKNT. — Qavc  full  doses  of  quinia,  chlo.  potash,  per.  sulpfa. 
iron,  and  wine.    Anodynes,  to  be  used  as  occasion  may  require. 

■Jvly  24, 11  A.  M. — Case  onchanged  since  yesterday,  except  the 
farrhaea,  which  is  now  somewhat  controlled. 

Tebatmxnt — Continued. 

Jvly  26, 10  A.  M. — Patient  sleeps  with  oyes  wide  open,  and  the 
eyeballs  continually  in  modon.  Froth  and  mucus  forced  out  of  the 
month  at  every  expiration  daring  the  most  profound  sleep.  Other 
symptoms  unchanged. 

Tbeatuent — The  same. 

July  S3,  11  A.  M. — Patient  much  better.  Circulation  eighty-five, 
and  full.  Respiration  sixteen,  and  easy.  Skin  soft,  moist  and  warm. 
Suffers  no  pain,  except  when  she  attempts  to  move  the  head.  Swal- 
lows food  without  any  trouble.  Very  little  redness  or  swelling 
abont  the  fauces.  Suppuration  profuse  and  offensive,  and  of  a  dark 
yellow  color.  Appetite  improved.  No  thirst.  Eyes  less  open,  and 
no  motivn  of  the  eyeballs  dnring  sleep.  No^frothing,  nor  any  other 
disturbance  of  the  month  during  sleep. 

Tkeatubnt. — Supporting. 

J%ly  £7  and  IBS. — Improvement  continnes  in  every  respect  except 
the  stiffuMB  of  the  neck.  Able  to  rise  up  and  remain  for  a  consider- 
able time  without  fatigue. 

Juiy  X9, 11  A.  M. — FaUent  has  been  resting  quietly  since  last  seen. 
CL-cnlatioD  and  respiration  normal.    Pischarge  of  pas  from  fituces 
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still  large  and  offensire.  Pain  has  entirety  subsided,  and  bat  slight 
Horaaeas  remains  in  the  cervical  region.  Bowels  rather  fies.  Appe- 
tite good. 

Tkeatubht. — Stimulatits,  tonics  and  astringents. 

July  SO. — Patient  still  improving. 

July  SI. — Walked  across  the  floor,  and  took  her  meals  with  family 
at  the  table,  and  does  not  saSer  any  inconvenience  from  any  caase,  ax- 
cept  stiffness  of  the  neck. 

From  this  time  until  August  eighth,  patient  steadily  improved  Id 
strength  and  ability  to  walk.  Could  not  rotate  head,  and  when  she 
attempted  it,  increased  soreness  of  the  cervical  muscles  was  the  couse- 
queuce.  After  she  was  able  to  walk  about,  she  wonld  oooasionally 
have  a  rigor,  (never  lasting  over  a  few  minutes),  whenever  excited  or 
fatigued  fVom  any  cause. 

She  performed  manual  labor  of  the  light«r  kinds  for  a  few  days, 
aud  did  not  seem  to  suffer  any  inconvenience  from  it.  I  am  told  that 
she  spun  or  twisted  yam  at  the  big  wheel  for  a  part  of  one  day,  and 
Aat  it  resulted  in  nothing  more  than  slight  fatigue. 

Awgv»l  8,  8  o'ehek  A.  M. — Patient  ibeling  as  well  as  she  had  f<w 
day?,  walking  over  the  yard,  and,  without  any  apparent  cause,  fell,  bat 
quickly  got  up  again  without  any  assistance.  She  stated  that  she 
knew  no  reason  why  she  fell,  except  the  sudden  giving  way  of  the 
muscles. 

At  twelve  o'clock  v.,  she  was  seised  with  a  severe  lancinating  pun 
beneath  the  right  mammary  gland,  which  oontinned  gradually  increas- 
ing until  four  o'clock  t.  u.,  when  she  coughed,  and  at  the  same  time 
felt  something  give  way  at  the  seat  of  pain.  Complained  that  the 
chest  felt  full  and  hot,  and  that  the  breathing  was  difficult;  after 
which  came  prof^ise  hemorrhage  f^m  the  mouth.  Judging  ftom  the 
general  appearance,  and  the  amount  that  could  be  collected,  I  think 
the  patient  lost  one  quart  of  blood. 

When  I  first  saw  patient,  she  was  pale  and  apprehensive;  cir- 
culation one  hundred  and  forty  and  feeble,  respiration  twenty-eight 
and  labored.  Examination  of  the  chest  revealed  the  fact  that  the 
bronchial  tubes  were  filled  with  a  fluid.  Bronchial  rales  could  be 
heard  all  over  the  chest.  Pain  in  back  portion  of  head  and  neck  ex- 
cruciating. Increased  thirst.  Appetite  gone.  During  the  day  she 
had  three  paroxysms  of  hemorrhage,  but  the  amount  of  blood  lost 
was  small. 

TsEATUXNT. — Stimulants,  tonics  and  anodynes,  to  be  given  fVeely. 
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Avgvit  $,  9  A.  M. — Patient  more  feeble.  Portions  of  the  lungs 
not  exptoded  this  morDing.  P&in  in  head  and  neck  much  the  same  ■> 
yesterday.     Has  occasional  rigors,  hnt  they  arc  not  severe  nor  long. 

Teeatment — Continued. 

Augwt  10. — One  paioxysm  of  hemorrhage  during  the  night.  Bap- 
idly  failed  in  strength,  until  death  closed  the  scene,  at  eight  o'clock 

A.  U. 

Fast  mortem  examination,  held  at  tvo  o'clock  P.  M.,  six  hours  after 
death.  Dts.  F.  M.  and  P.  M.  Poilitt  gave  kindly  and  efficient  assist- 
anoe  during  the  examination. 

Symptoms  during  life  led  to  the  examination  of  the  lungs  first. 
Lover  and  a  portion  of  the  upper  lobes  of  the  lung  were  largely 
oongested.  By  cutting  into  the  lung  structure,  we  found  isolated 
patches  of  miliary  tubercles  and  the  air-cells  filled  with  extravasated 
blood,  which  flowed  fteely  as  soon  as  the  incision  was 'made.  The 
bronchial  tubes  were  healthy,  and  the  right  were  filled  with  blood. 
Being  satisfied  with  our  examination  of  the  Tiscera  of  the  chest,  we 
next  turned  our  attention  to  the  wonnd.  The  wound,  from  the  en- 
trance of  the  ball  to  the  point  where  it  passed  into  the  fauces,  seemed 
to  be  thoroughly  healed,  and  almost  all  trace  of  it  obliterated. 

The  ball  passed  through  the  fauces,  impinging  heavily  upon  the 
ant«rior  arch  of  the  axis,  in  close  proximity  to  its  junction  with  the 
atlas,  producing  a  radiated  or  comminuted  fracture.  The  soft  parts  at 
and  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  injury  were  in  a  suppurative  con- 
dition, and  had  a  dark  and  gangrenous  appearance,  emitting  a  very 
disagreeable  and  offensive  odor. 

After  careM  examination  of  the  wound,  we  discovered  small  pieces 
of  bone,  which  were  easily  removed  with  the  fingers.  Notwithstand- 
ing we  made  strict  and  minnte  search,  we  were  unable  to  find  the  ball. 
The  anterior  articnlaljng  surfaces,  as  well  as  the  ligaments  connecting 
the  anterior  portions  of  the  axis  and  atlas,  were  entirely  destroyed, 
and  the  odontoid  process  detached  so  that  it  could  be  easily  removed. 

The  theoa  vertebralis  was  in  a  softened  and  almost  disorganised 
condition,  so  much  so,  indeed,  that  its  continuity  of  structure  was 
easily  destroyed  by  our  manipulaUoue,  in  oonneotiou  with  our  exami- 
nation of  the  parts.  The  medullary  matter  for  an  inch  each  way,  in 
the  spinal  canal,  from  the  opening  in  the  spinal  column,  was  largely 
mingled  with  dark,  grumous  blood.  The  connection  between  the  axis 
and  the  atlas  was  so  fragile  that  the  weight  of  the  head,  when  thrown 
backward,  destroyed  it. 

•  n,g,t,7rJM,COO<^IC 


rous  OASES  OF  zpiLSPer.  137 

We  were  nnable  to  say  that  the  hemorrhage  immediately  pteceding 
death  came  from  the  wound,  becauae  there  were  no  important  blood- 
yeasela  in  the  line  of  injury,  and,  also,  in  conBideration  of  the  fact  that 
there  waa  strong  eridenoe,  before  and  after  death,  that  it  m^ht  have 
come  from  the  lungs. 


BPILEPST— A  REPOKT  OF  FOUR  CASES,  WITH  TREAT- 
MENT, FROM  MY  NOTE-BOOK;  ALSO,  SOME  REMARKS 
AND  OPINIONS  UPON  THE  PROGNOSIS,  AND  STUDY  OF 
THIS  SAD  DISEASE.  

BY   WAYITE  QRISWOLD,  M.   D.,  CIRCLEVILLK,  OHIO. 


Case  I. — J.  D ,  boy  five  years  old.     First  called  to  the  case, 

February  4th,  1S6?.  Well  developed;  nervo-bilions  temperament; 
dark  hair  and  eyes,  but  dull  and  downcast  in  look;  like  most  epilep- 
tics, inclined  to  be  silent,  morose,  petulant,  and  excitable;  occasionally 
complains  of  pain  in  back  part  of  head;  respiration  and  circulation 
nataral;  bowels  regular;  appetite  good ;  inclines  to  run  and  play  as 
usual. 

.  Had  enjoyed  good  health  up  to  last  July,  when,  after  playing  in 
the  hot  sun  for  some  time,  he  went  into  the  cellar  kitchen  and  laid 
down  upon  the  damp  brick  floor,  fell  into  a  aleep,  took  a  congestjve 
chill,  followed  by  feyer,  producing  a  riolent  epileptic  convulsion. 
From  that  time  up  to  February  4th,  the  boy  had  a  return  of  the  par- 
oxysm every  four  to  six  weeks,  usually  in  the  night. 

The  parents  were  deeply  anxious  about  the  child,  and  very  solicit- 
ous to  know  if  he  could  be  cured.  I  gave  them  to  understand  that  I 
ahonld  have  great  hope,  if  they  would  follow  a  prescription  for  ten  to 
fifteen  months.  I  make  it  an  invariable  rule  to  make  no  prescription 
for  a  chronic  case  of  epilepsy  requiring  medication,  unless  they  will 
follow  the  directions  from  ten  months  to  two  years.  Trousseau  never 
uttered  &  greater  truth  than  when  he  said,  "chronic  diseases  require 
chronic  treatment,"  and  it  is  particularly  so  in  epilepsy. 

I  could  not  discover  any  organic  lesion  in  the  case;  no  hereditary 
taint;  no  trouble  with  teeth,  worms,  kidneys,  bladder,  sexual  organs 
or  bowels.     My  theory  of  the  case  waa,  that  some  congestion  or  irri- 
tation of  the  medulla  oblongata  had  remained  fVom  the  severe  attack 
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in  3v\j,  and  that  ocoasional  excitement  from  deep  sleep,  prodKoed  snd- 
den  coDtractioD  of  the  vaBo-motoT  nerrea  of  the  encephaloa  and  itft 
meningea,  followed  by  auemu  of  the  brain,  and  the  epileptic  paroxysm. 
Pbxbokiption. — Good  food,  free  exercise  in  the  open  ait,  with  aa 
ocaeional  warm  bath. 

B    PotMaii  Bram.,  3iii. 

Aqnn  Jir.     H.,  31,  ter.  die. 
Abo,  rub  the  tnck  of  neck  and  Bpine  with  Btroag  stlmnlattag  UalDkent 

At  the  end  of  three  weeks,  I  gave  the  boy  a  half  grain  of  valeri- 
aute  of  cine,  three  times  per  day,  with  the  potaaainm. 

The  boy  had  but  one  paroxyam  after  the  treatment  was  fairly  com- 
menced. Thia  course  was  followed  for  nine  months,  without  change, 
and  then  gradaally  slacked  off.    The  boy  has  been  perfectly  well  ever 

Cask  II. — E.  B ,  girl,  aged  five  years;  nervo -sanguine  temper- 
ament; light  hair  and  complexion;  blue  eyes;  dull  and  downcast; 
mind  weak;  restless,  excitable,  petulant  and  easily  irritated.  About 
two  years  before,  this  child  had  a  severe  siclcneBs.  From  that  time  she  . 
bad  epileptic  fits,  about  one  a  week  on  an  average,  usually  at  night, 
followed  by  an  iuvoloutary  discharge  of  mine.  She  had  been  under 
treatment  by  a  quack  all  this  time,  and  was  constantly  growing  worse. 
I  oould  not  discover  any  local  lesion  in  this  case ;  yet  she  was  weak  in 
body  and  mind  and  inclined  to  be  anemic. 

Prescribed  a  generous  diet;  free  exercise  in  the  open  air;  occasion- 
ally warm  bathing;  keep  her  as  cheerful  as  possible;  let  her  have  a 
little  whisky  when  there  ia  much  weakness  or  nervons  excitement. 
Gave  her  five  grain  doses  of  bromide  potassium  at  meal  time,  also  half 
grain  vat.  sine  three  times  a  day. 

This  treatment  was  followed  for  seven  months,  without  change,  and 
then  gradually  lessened.  She  had  but  three  paroxysms  after  the  treat- 
ment commenced,  and  has  been  free  to  date. 

Cabb  III.— Called  December  13th,  1867.     A.  C ,  girl,  aged 

three  years  and  six  months;  had  hooping  cough  badly  when  one  year 
old;  soon  after  had  spasms  from  worms  and  teething;  when  about  two 
years  old  she  took  epileptic  fits,  generally  in  the  night,  occasionally  in 
the  day  time;  bad  from  one  to  four  every  twenty-four  hours.  At 
present  the  child  has  from  two  to  six  every  twenty-four  hours;  she  is 
very  weak  and  irritable;  staggers  when  she  walks;  often  falls  down; 
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■mihb  to  haTe  but  partial  control  of  moscles  of  tfae  extremitieg;  head 
inclined  to  lean  forward j  downcast  look;  eyea  indicate  great  vacnity; 
mind  weak;  appetite  tolerable ;  respiration  and  cirealatioa  natural  but 
weak;  restless,  uneasy  and  exoitabte;  nervous  temperament;  seemed 
well  nigb  destroyed  both  in  body  and  mind,  from  the  frequent  repeti- 
tion of  the  paroxysms  for  the  last  year. 

While  looking  at  the  child,  and  refiecting  upon  the  cause  and 
pathology  of  the  case,  I  saw  her  pass  her  hand  under  her  clothes  up 
to  her  privates.  I  ealled  the  attention  of  the  mother  to  the  fact,  and 
inqnired  whether  she  had  seen  her  do  that  before.  Said  she  had  tte- 
qneutly;  but  did  not  know  that  there  was  any  harm  in  it.  Upon  ex- 
amination, I  found  this  child  had  fingered  and  pulled  at  the  vulva, 
until  the  vagina,  for  some  distance  up,  was  enlarged  enough  to  enter 
the  end  of  a  full  grown  thumb. 

I  never  investigate  a  case  of  epilepsy,  that  my  suspicions  are  not 
turned  to  the  generative  organs  for  a  most  careful  examination,  no 
matter  how  young  oi  old,  unless  a  positive  cause  is  known.  It  is  aston- 
ishing bow  young  children  of  both  sexes  are  led  to  self-abuse;  and,  of 
^11  the  causes  of  epilepsy,  as  far  as  my  observation  goes,  this  is  the 
greatest  and  worst. 

I  prescribed  for  this  case  with  little  hope,  simply  because  the 
mother,  while  she  felt  a  deep  interest  for  her  child,  was  wholly  defi- 
cient in  the  capacity  and  patient  perseverance  to  manage  and  nurse 
the  case. 

Pbescription. — Keep  her  bands  from  the  privates,  never  let  her 
touch  them,  if  they  have  to  be  tied  for  a  year;  IVee  nourishing  diet; 
wans  bath  and  exercise  in  open  air. 

B     Belladon.  Fid.  Bit.,  gtti.  xl. 
Potauti  Brom.,  3111. 
Aqan,  ^iv.    M.  3!  tsr.  die. 
Alio,  a  one  gnin  ptil  ot  iron  by  h7drogen,  at  meal  time. 

Up  to  January,  1868,  the  child  had  about  two  paroxysms  every 
day;  but  had  improved  somewhat  in  strength.  During  January,  she 
had  only  two  each  week.  The  mother  had  kept  the  child  from  self- 
abuse.  In  February,  averaged  three  fits  a  week.  March  Ist,  left  out 
the  belladonna,  continued  the  bromide,  also  stopped  the  iron  pills,  and 
gave  half  grain  val.  line  three  times  a  day;  child  improved  both  men- 
tally and  bodily.     This  coarse  of  medicine  was  continued,  noting  the 
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ease  carefully  np  to  November,  1868,  child  having  from  fowr  to  six 
paroxyamB  each  month.  From  that  date,  the  parents  coticl«ded  to  stop 
medicine,  bb  they  had  bo  far  to  come,  sod  the  weather  became  cold. 
January  Ist,  1669,  two  moathB  after,  the  child  nas  Etill  improTing,  and 
not  more  than  one  fit  in  a  week.  If  this  cbild  was  eo  sitnated  that  she 
could  have  constant  care  and  medical  attention  for  a  year  more,  I 
should  have  tittle  doubt  of  a  p««:«ianent  cure. 

Case  IV.— Mrs.  B .     Called  to  see  ber  November  11th,  1867. 

Married,  aged  thirty-two  years;  has  had  two  children,  one  living  aged 
fleven;  light  complexion  and  hair;  gray  eyes;  spare,  sharp  features; 
oerrous  temperament;  excitable,  reetleBS,  very  loquacious;  respiration 
and  circulation  natural;  general  health  tolerably  good ;  works  most  of 
the  time;  bad  epilepsy  in  childhood,  and  occasionally  up  to  woman- 
hood. The  day  after  the  birth  of  ber  first  child,  she  had  nine  severe 
convulsions,  whether  eclampsia  or  epileptic,  I  could  not  learn.  Since, 
has  had  attacks  every  four  or  five  months,  coming  on  generally  in  the 
night  while  asleep,  and  occBsionally,  two  or  three  paroxysms  in  a  sin- 
gle month,  generally  severe,  leaving  the  patient  weak,  sore,  sometimes 
bruised,  also  pain  in  head,  and  giddiness. 

Prescribed  quietude  and  good  nonrisbmcnt. 

B     Hall'B  Sol.  Strfchni*.  t  ^  iL 
Polawii  Brom.,  51  v. 
A(tu«,  3iv. 

Tca-spoonfuI  middle  forenoon,  middle  afternoon,  and  bed  time. 
Also,  gave  three  grain  pill  of  iron  by  hydrogen  at  meal  time.  This 
course  was  pursued  carefully  up  to  April,  1868.  She  had  one  fit  March 
3d.  On  the  Ist  of  May>  the  pilt  and  strychnia  were  omitted,  she  hav- 
ing become  pregnant.  The  potassium  was  continued  in  increased 
doses.  She  enjoyed  good  health  up  to  Novcmbtr  11th,  when  she  was 
delivered  of  a  fine  large  boy — labour  natural,  and  free  from  any  con- 
vulsions. On  the  22d,  being  somewhat  exhaustod  with  a 'bad  breast, 
she  had  an  epileptic  fit,  the  second  in  a  year  and  twelve  days.  From 
this  tjme,  I  added  the  iron  to  the  treatment.  January  Ist,  1869,  feels 
qnito  well,  is  nursing  ber  child,  and  continues  treatment. 

There  was  a  peculiarity  in  this  case  worthy  of  note.  She  has  a 
shoulder  which  has  been  dislocated  probably  twenty  limes,  by  simply 
raising  the  arm  and  carrying  it  back;  and  during  the  struggle  of  her 
last  attack,  she  dislocatod  the  shoulder.  The  original  dislocation  was 
probably  produced  by  the  same  cause. 
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I  report  these  CMee,  not  for  the  purpose  of  disciiBsing  the  causes 
or  pathology  of  epilepsy,  or  to  urge  any  particular  mode  of  treatment; 
but  to  present  the  eimple  practical  facts,  hoping  to  avake  a  deeper 
iDtereat  in  this  sad  disease,  and  to  excite  the  profession  to  a  more  de- 
voted and  careful  study  of  the  causes,  pathology,  prognosis  and  treat- 
ment of  epilepsy.  I  am  fully  aware  that  authors  are  divided  upon  the 
prognosis  of  this  disease ;  that  many  eminent  men  cousider  epilepsy 
incurable. 

Trousseau  tells  ns,  "  That  in  past  ages  this  disease  was  considered  a 
scourge  sent  from  the  Almighty,  and  that  nothing  but  Providential 
interference  could  cure  it."  "The  progress  of  science,"  continues  this 
author,  "has  only  slightly  altered  this  state  of  things,  and  epilepsy  is 
now  a  days,  generally  quite  as  incurable  as  formerly." 

Prof.  Tsrdten  says :  "  There  are  few  diseases  so  severe  and  so  terri- 
ble as  epilepsy,  and  that  it  is  nearly  always  incurable." 

H.  Romberg  expresses  faith  in  the  curability  of  many  cases. 

M.  Herpin  of  Geneva,  in  his  premium  essay  fVom  the  French  Insti- 
tute, reports  fifty  cases — one-half  cured  by  medicine. 

Althaus,  Chambers,  Locock  who  was  one  of  the  first  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  profession  to  the  use  of  bromide  of  potassium  in  epi- 
lepsy, and  Beynolds,  all  give  us  a  favorable  prognosis,  with  a  hope  of 
cure  in  numeroas  cases. 

Watson,  Barlow,  Aitken,  Tanner  and  Sievekiog,  give  a  doubtful. 

Brown -S^quard,  Marshall  Hall  and  Schroeder  Van  Der  Kolk,  who 
have  thrown  so  much  light  upon  the  pathology  of  epilepsy,  are  san- 
guine of  cures,  under  their  peculiar  principles  of  treatment. 

I  quote  opinions  only  to  show  that  while  we  are  advancing  in  these 
Utter  days,  we  have  gathered  only  a  few  pebbles  on  the  medical  shore, 
while  the  great  ocean  lies  beyond,  and  the  study  of  epilepsy  opens  up 
a  field  for  the  medical  student  in  the  fulbre,  worthy  of  the  highest 
effort  in  the  cause  of  humanity  and  science. 

If  the  world  should  ever  he  reconstructed,  and  placed  upon  the 
platform  of  that  Noble  Humanity  bom  at  Bethlehem,  the  free-offer- 
ings of  individuals  and  States,  would  supply  the  means  to  open  epilep- 
tic hospitals  in  every  part  of  the  land.  Then  we  might  expect  results 
just  as  favorable  and  happy  as  those  which  follow  th«  treatment  of  the 
insane  in  our  lunatic  asylums. 
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HOSPITAL  GANGRENE,  AS  IT  APPEARED  AT  THE  CLAY 
AND  CRITTENDEN  U.  S.  A.  GENERAL  HOSPITALS,  AT 
LOUISVILLE,  KENTUCKY. 

BT   J.   Q.   A.   HUD80K,   K.   D.,  CINCINNATI,   OHIO. 

iOmU^Hlfitm  l\4  rOnart  Samlxir,) 

Tbeatment. — The  methods  of  treatment  of  hospital  gangrene,  vary 
with  different  authors  according  to  the  views  entertained  as  to  its  ohar- 
acter  as  a  general  or  local  disease.  This  is  especially  true  of  some  of 
the  older  vriters,  particularly  Hennen,  who  relied  almost  wholly  npon 
general  treatment.  Most  recent  writers,  however,  whatever  may  be 
their  pathological  theory  as  to  its  nature,  place  great  importance  upoD 
local  remedies,  and  it  may  be  laid  down  as  a  rule,  that  the  suoceas  in 
treatment  is  commensurate  with  the  use  of  enngetic  local  remedies. 
Might  not  this  fact  tend  to  confirm  the  doctrine  of  its  local  nature? 

At  Bilbao,  during  the  Peninsular  war,  in  the  summer  of  1813, 
where  Hennen  had  his  observation  and  experience  in  this  disease,  and 
who  treated  it  almost  entirely  by  use  of  general  remedies,  the  fatality 
was  very  great.     (C|p.  «'(.) 

During  the  same  summer,  in  the  same  campaign,  at  Passage,  the 
disease  was  treated  by  Blackadder,  (also  a  surgeon  in  the  English 
army),  by  the  looal  use  of  aisenio  as  a  caustic,  and  with  comparatively 
good  success. 

Local  treatment  was  considered  of  the  first  importance  at  the  Clay 
and  Crittenden  Hospitals,  and  I  thinlc  this  is  true  of  nearly  all  the 
military  hospitals  in  the  west  and  south-west  where  the  disease  pre- 
vailed. 

The  prtDcipal  local  remedies  used  were,  bromine,  sol.  permangan- 
ate of  potassa,  and  nitric  aoid.  The  first  two  named  were  the  agents 
mostly  used;  but  our  main  remedy  was  bromine. 

It  was  first  introduced  as  a  remedy  in  the 'treatment  of  hospital 
gangrene  and  erysipelas,  by  M.  Goldsmith,  Surg.  U.  S.  V.  It  was  used 
at  first  by  reducing  its  strength,  mixing  it  with  water,  by  the  aid  of 
bromide  of  potassium.  It  was  afterwards  found  that  in  hospital  gan- 
grene, the  pure  bromine  was  much  more  effectual,  and  those  who  had 
used  it  both  pure  and  diluted,  preferred  the  former  in  most  cases,  espe- 
cially for  the  first  application.  It  was  used  in  the  following  manner. 
I  shall  give  the  details  quite  full,  as  many  do  not  seem  fully  to  under- 
ata&d  the  manner  is  which  it  was  applied,  notwithstanding  the  numer- 
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OUB  aHioles  iu  the  medical  journals  relative  to  its  tse,  since  iU  intro' 
Auction : 

If  there  IB  much  extent  of  the  gangrene,  it  is  necessary  to  pnt  the 
patient  under  the  influence  of  ohloroform.  Then,  b;  the  aid  of  the 
forceps,  ouTTcd  scissors  and  scalpel,  the  dead  gangrene  is  wholly  re- 
moved, taking  it  alt  away  down  to  the  living  part.  The  integument 
along  the  margin  of  the  wound  should  be  everted  and  the  dead  areo-- 
lar  tissue  cut  away.  Sometimes  it  will  be  neoessary  to  slit  up  the  skin 
at  one  or  more  points,  to  have  better  access  to  the  dead  fascia  beneath 
it.  Where  there  are  extensive  einnses  formed  along  the  course  of  the 
muscles  and  vessels.  It  is  generally  not  advisable  tc  cut  the  skin  and 
deep  fascia,  and  expose  the  whole  of  the  interior  of  the  limb;  but  as 
much  of  the  gangrene  as  can  be  reached,  should  be  taken  away,  and 
the  rest  left  to  the  action  of  the  bromine. 

It  may  be  advisable  in  lome  cases,  to  make  quite  extensive  incis' 
ion,  exposing  the  parts  beneath.  It  is  difficult  to  give  rules  for  this, 
and  much  mnst  be  left  to  the  judgment  of  the  sni^eon  in  each  par- 
ticular case. 

After  the  removal  of  the  gangrene,  the  bleeding  should  be  stopped 
by  the  application  of  cold  water  and  the  pressure  of  the  sponge.  In 
order  that  the  bromine  may  act  more  effectually,  the  bleeding  must 
be  stopped  and  the  surface  made  as  dry  as  can  be.  A  free  use  of 
cold  water,  alternately  with  the  pressure  of  the  sponge,  will  soon 
check  the  hemorrhage.  When  this  is  done,  an  assistant  should  hold 
the  sponge  firmly  pressed  npon  the  part  until  the  very  moment  that 
the  surgeon  applies  the  bromine. 

This  is  applied  by  means  of  a  small  bit  of  sponge  fastened  on  the 
end  of  a  probang,  and  the  application  should  be  made  rapidly  and  thor- 
oughly to  the  whole  surface.  The  wound  is  then  to  be  instantly  filled 
with  lint  and  the  whole  covered  with  oiled  silk.  Bandages  or  other 
means  are  then  used  to  retain  the  dressing. 

The  irritating  effect  of  bromine  vapor  upon  the  mucous  membrana 
of  the  air  passages  should  ha  obviated  as  much  as  possible,  by  prevent- 
ing its  diffiision  around  the  patient  and  attendants.  This  is  best  done 
by  having  the  bromine  in  a  large-mouthed  glass  vessel,  which  one  of 
the  assistants  should  keep  closely  covered  with  a  bit  of  glass,  except 
when  tlie  sSrgeon  ia  charging  his  sponge.  The  prompt  application  of 
the  oiled  silk  confines  the  vapor  to  the  wounded  part. 

The  surgeon  should  guard  against  filling  the  sponge  upon  the  pro> 
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bang  witb  an  excess  of  bromine,  so  that  it  will  not  dribble  or  drop  io 
passing  it  from  the  vessel  to  the  wound. 

The  sponge  sboold  be  firmly  tied  upon  the  probang  with  thread  or 
twine,  ikoroughly  waxed,  otherwise  the  bromine  will  destroy  the  thread 
and  the  sponge  come  off. 

When  sinuses  exist  which  have  not  been  opened,  the  bromine  maj 
be  applied  by  pushing  the  sponge  chai^d  with  it  into  tbem,  or  a  solu- 
tion of  bromine  may  be  injected  into  them.  Before  doing  this,  it  will 
be  neccBsary,  by  careful  examination,  to  ascertain  the  site  and  direc- 
tion of  the  sinuses,  and  there  should  be  a  full  supply  of  probangs,  lane 
and  small,  with  sponges  attached  according  to  siie,  bo  that  the  surgeoa 
may  select,  to  suit  the  dimeosions  and  direction  of  the  sinuses.  A. 
solution  of  bromine,  made  by  disaolving  one  hundred  and  sixty  grains 
of  bromide  of  potassium  in  three  ounces  of  water,  and  adding  one 
ounce  of  bromine,  may  be  used  in  the  sinuses  in  place  of  the  pnre 
bromine.  If,  however,  the  sinuses  are  of  easy  access,  so  that  the  pro- 
bang  can  be  introduced  and  withdrawn  easily,  the  puie  bromine  is 
preferable. 

Where  the  cellular  tissue  between  the  large  joints  of  a  limb  is  de- 
stroyed, it  will  be  necessary  to  make  a  counter  opening  and  pass  a  di- 
lute solution  of  bromine  by  means  of  a  syringe  through  the  sinuses  of 
the  limb,  washing  out  the  dead  matter,  and  producing  a  change  in  the 
action  of  the  part. 

It  is  neither  practicable  nor  judicious  to  produce  the  caustic  action 
throughout  the  whole  interior  of  the  limb,  when  the  inter -muscular 
fasciae  is  destroyed ;  but  a  high  degree  of  stimulatioo  may  be  pro- 
duced by  injecting  a  solution  of  suitable  strength,  and  the  decomposi- 
tion of  the  slough  be  checked. 

We  had  scToral  cases  of  this  kind,  only  two  of  which  survired. 
Que,  a  sergeant,  of  strong  constitution,  from  Fosey  county,  Indiana, 
had  a  gun-shot  wound  at  the  upper  part  of  right  leg,  about  three 
inches  below  the  upper  extremity  of  the  fibula.  The  ball  fVactured 
the  fibula,  and  passed  out  on  the  inner  and  back  part  of  the  fleshy 
put  of  the  leg. 

The  gangrene  destroyed  all  the  areolar  tissue  below  the  wound 
down  to  the  ankle  joint.  There  was  great  swelling  of  the  leg.  An 
opening  was  made  at  the  inner  border  of  the  tendo  Achilles,  near  the 
ankle,  and  injections  were  passed  fVom  the  upper  to  the  lower  opening. 
The  parts  were  washed  out  twioe  every  twenty-four  hours,  first  with 
tepid  water  and  lastly  with  a  weak  solution  of  bromine — about  ose- 
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half  an  onme  or  the  above  solution  to  tvo  quarts  of  water.  Th«  dead 
areolar  (issue  and  accumulated  matters  were  freely  discharged,  and  tiie 
Bwelling,  in  time,  siriwided,  when  the  leg  was  kept  firmly  bandaged,  th* 
openings  kept  patent,  the  *iqections  continued,  the  gangrene  firmly 
eradicated,  and  the  patient  removed  from  our  ward. 

During  all  his  stay  in  the  gangrene  ward,  he  had  very  little  general 
trouble.  During  the  time  of  the  fall  action  of  the  disease  in  the  leg, 
when  the  swelling  was  at  its  greatest  and  before  the  counter -opening 
was  made,  be  had  some  fever,  poor  appetite,  &c.,  but  soon  after  the 
counter  opening  was  made  and  the  discharges  became  free,  the  swell- 
ing subsided,  and  with  it  vanished  the  general  tronble. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  know  in  what  state  the  muscles  of  the 
limb  were  after  complete  recovery  in  this  case.  This  I  am  unable  to 
give,  as  the  sergeant  went  home  on  a  furlough,  and  I  lost  sight  of  him. 

In  a  case  like  this,  it.  would  be  unwise  to  lay  open  the  whole  limb  and 
apply  to  the  whole  gangrene  surface  the  pure  bromine.  If  the  patient 
has  sufficient  power  of  resistance  to  the  disease,  he  may  live  through  it 
with  the  little  aid  the  surgeon  can  give  him  as  above  directed,  few 
constitutions  have  this  power. 

As  before  stated,  when  the  sinus  is  not  of  any  very  great  extent, 
and  easy  of  access,  it  is  better  to  apply  the  pure  bromine  to  it. 

In  its  local  action,  bromine  is  one  of  the  most  powerful  escharotics 
known.  It  instantly  destroys  the  surface  of  the  part  to  which  it  is 
applied,  producing  a  thin  superficial  eschar  of  a  yel I o wish- bio wn  color. 
If  there  be  little  or  no  bleeding  at  the  time  of  ito  application,  it  will 
be  of  a  yellowish -white  color.  It  coagulates  the  albumen  of  the  tis- 
sues. In  the  rapidity  and  completeness  of  its  action,  it  is  probably 
not  surpassed  even  by  the  actual  cautery.  The  burning  pain  it  causes, 
soon  passes  away.  The  most  important  feature  of  its  action  is,  that 
the  eschar  it  prodnces  is  thin  and  superficial,  and  soon  separates  from 
the  living  parts.  In  this  respect,  it  differs  from  many  other  eschar- 
otics, such  as  potassa  fusa  and  nitric  acid,  (unless  the  acid  is  perfectly 
pure  and  of  the  proper  strength),  the  eschar  produced  by  these  agents 
is  generally  thicker  and  more  slow  of  separation. 

The  treatment  subsequent  to  the  applieation  of  the  bromine,  is 
simple.  The  eschar  generally  separates  In  from  one  to  three  days, 
the  time  rarely  extending  beyond  forty-eight  hours,  and  in  most  cases 
leaves  a  clean  healthy  surface,  free  from  the  disease.  There  may  be, 
however,  in  a  few  cases,  one  or  more  points  left  with  the  disease  upon 
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them,  and  reqainng  anotlier  application  of  the  bromine  or  ite  8o1dUoB> 
When  these  patohes  are  fonnd  after  the  Bepantion  of  the  eschar,  they 
ere  mostly  thin  and  saperficial,  and  it  may  not  be  necessary  to  out 
.    away  the  diseased  surface  before  using  the  bromine. 

If  the  gangrene  patches  are  small  Mid  the  other  parts  of  the  wound 
begin  to  put  on  healthy  action,  the  application  of  the  bromine  solntion 
m&y  be  sufficient  to  oheck  the  morbid  action  and  promote  a  separatioB 
of  the  alongh. 

Should  there  remain  a  large  patch  t>f  gangrene,  it  may  he  prop«r 
to  Apply  the  pare  bromine,  and  if  it  be  of  much  thickness,  it  sbonld 
be  cut  away  and  the  bromine  then  applied,  being  cautious  to  limit  ita 
use  to  the  location  of  Uie  disease,  and  not  to  produce  an  eschar  on  die 
healthy  surface.* 

A  frequent  characteristic  of  gangrene  wounds  is  a  torpid,  slu^ish 
vital  action.  In  these  oases,  the  eschar  separates  very  slowly,  and  the 
wound  is  slow  to  take  on  healthy  action.  Then  it  is  necessary  to  use 
some  stimulating  application  to  rouse  the  languid  vitality  and  aid  in 
separating  the  eschar.  The  solution  of  permanganate  of  potassa,  was 
found  just  the  desired  article  to  meet  this  indication. 

In  eyery  oaa*  during  the  existence  of  guigrens  in  the  wound,  » 
solution  of  greater  or  less  strength  was  daily  used  just  previous  to 
reapplying  the  dressing  to  the  wound. 

If  the  wound  was  doing  well  and  the  eschar  separating  finely,  the 
solution  was  weak,  say  a  table-spoonful  to  a  quart  of  water,  or  Boffi- 
oiently  strong  to  produce  a  mild  stimulation. 

When  there  seemed  to  be  much  local  inactivity,  the  strength  of  the 
solution  was  increased  bo  as  to  cause  considerable  pain  and  irritation. 
The  effect  of  the  solution  in  destroying  the  fetor  and  disinfecting 
the  slongh,  is  an  item  of  no  small  value  in  its  use. 

It  ia  not  essential  in  every  case  of  gangrene,  that  the  diseased  part 
be  cut  away.  If  the  wound  be  of  limited  extent  and  there  exists  little 
or  no  constitutional  trouble — if  the  slough  be  thin — the  application  of 
the  bromine  may  suffice  to  destroy  the  disease  and  insure  a  separation 
of  the  slough.  If,  however,  the  wound  be  large  or  the  system  bo 
much  affected,  the  gangrene  should  be  careAilly  cut  away  and  the 
bromine  applied  to  the  living  parts. 

As  regards  the  use  of  nitric  acid,  our  experience  is  too  limited 
to  speak  from  actual  observation.     The  bromine  and  solution  of  per- 
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muigaiiate  of  Jtotaeh  seemed  to  act  so  much  more  Buccessfnlly  ihan  the 
nitric  acid  bad  previonely  been  known  to  do,  that  t}iere  vas  no  desire 
to  experiment  with  the  latter.  For  three  days  time,  hovever,  we  were 
ont  of  bromine,  the  supply  being  temporarily  eihansted,  and  we  were 
obliged  to  use  nitric  acid  in  its  place,  Its  acUon  wae  not  satiefactory. 
It  waa  need  in  three  cases  only.  In  all,  Oie  alongh  was  longer  in  sep- 
arating, and  in  two,  the  gangrene  was  not  destroyed,  and  bromine  had 
to  be  need  snheeqaently.  I  ascribe  these  nnsatisfWctory  results,  as  dne, 
in  a  great  measure,  to  the  inferior  quality  of  the  acid  used.  It  was 
neither  pure  nor  of  full  strength.  From  the  statements  of  many  ex- 
perienced writers,  some  of  tbem  of  recent  date,  I  shonld  haye  confi- 
dence in  the  snccess  of  the  judicious  nse  of  nitric  acid  of  proper 
strength  and  purity  on  hospital  gangrene ;  yet  comparative  results  are 
more  favorable  to  bromine. 

Some  form  of  application  to  the  diseased  part,  capable  of  destroy- 
ing a  portion  of  the  sound  flesh  in  immediate  contact  with  the  gan- 
grene, baa  long  been  the  practice  of  all  who  believe  the  disease  to  he 
a  local  poison,  and  even  of  some  of  those  who  consider  the  malady 
eonstitntional. 

The  actual  cautery  is  an  old  and  favorite  remedy  with  the  French 
anrgeons.  A  national  prejudice  foolishly  forbids  its  use  by  the  Eng- 
lish. I  should  judge  this  to  be  an  effectual  i^nt,  and  would  have 
more  confidence  in  it  than  any  other  next  to  bromine.  Its  use  in  hos- 
pital gaDgrcne  has  recently  been  revived  by  a  German  physician. 

Artenic  was  first  applied  by  Blackadder,  in  1813,  and  since  then, 
occasional  instances  are  given  in  medical  journals  of  its  use,  and  it  is 
generally  recommended  by  those  who  have  tried  it.  The  reports  of 
its  use  are  quite  favorable,  but  the  fear  of  its  poiBonona  action  upon 
the  system  by  absorption,  has  probably  deterred  many  from  using  it. 

Citric  acid,  nitrate  of  silver,  chloride  i^fzinc,  chloride  of  antimony, 
polatia  futa,  mlphate  of  copper,  have  alt  been  more  or  less  used  as 
cansticB  in  this  disease. 

But  little  need  be  said  upon  general  treatment.  The  ordinary  prin- 
ciples of  practice  were  observed.  As  stated  at  the  commencement  of 
this  article,  strict  attention  was  given  to  cleaulineBi  of  patients,  bed- 
ding, clothes,  ward,  Ac,  Ac.  Fresh  ur  was  bountifully  supplied.  An 
abundance  of  nourishing,  digestible  food  was  famished.  A  large  num- 
ber needed  only  hygienic  care.  No  medicine  was  given  unless  some 
^stemic  disturbance  existed. 

When  there  was  mncb  debility,  a  nstaining  course  was  adopted. 
(U) 
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Quinioe  vid  opiam,  whisky,  milk  puBob,  ale,  wiue,  &c.,  &e.,  were  givenr 
aocordiug  to  present  condition  and  previoiu  habita  of  the  patient.  We 
did  not  (as  we  bave  seen  done)  simplj  beeauee  the  patient  had  hos- 
pital gangrene,  dose  him  with  qniaine  or  keep  him  fuddled  on  milk 
punch  or  whisky. 

When  there  waa  decided  debility,  we  gaTe  alcoholic  atimulants  ■■ 
some  form,  \f  ihei/  agreed  with  the  patietU  and  were  well  borne. 

No  writer,  as  yet,  has  beea  able  to  gire  infallible  rules  for  the 
administration  of  alcoholic  stimulautfl  in  disease.  In  many  caaea  in 
which  there  seem  to  be  strong  indications  for  their  use,  yet,  upon  trial, 
either  in  large  or  small  quantities,  they  are  found  to  entirely  disagree 
with  the  patient  and  do  harm  instead  of  good. 

I  have  for  a  long  time  been  aconatomed  in  those  cases  in  which  I 
deemed  stimnlants  advisable,  to  administer  tltem  cautiously  at  first, 
and  be  governed  in  their  subsequent  use  by  their  effects  in  each  par- 
ticular ease. 

I  have  been  the  unwilling  and  silent  observer  of  the  injurious  ad- 
ministration  of  whisky,  or  punch,  or  wine,  or  ale,  simply  because  the 
patient  was  said  to  have  typhoid  fever,  or  typho-mariat  fever,  or  hos- 
pital gangrene. 

Any  medical  philosopher  who  will  establish  reliable  rules  for  the 
use  of  alooholio  stimnlante  in  disease,  without  previout  experiment  in 
each  caie,  will  deservedly  receive  the  encomiums  of  the  profession. 


INFLAMMATION  OF  THE  VOCAL  CHORDS— PATHOLOGI- 
CAL ALTERATIONS. 

TmuUled  tmn  th*  Oenou  of  Prod  Ladwig  Turok,  of  Vlmns, 
BT  TH08.    0.    BIVST,    H.    D.,    CINOINNATI,    OHIO. 

ContraotiOD  of  the  vooal  chords  can  be  caused  through  disease  of 
the  brain  and  spinal  column.  Till  of  late,  bnt  few  very  peculiar  cases 
of  this  nature  have  been  reported.  Oibb  avers  that  in  some  recent 
caeea  of  hemiplegia  passed  by,  inflammatioD  of  the^vooal  chords  of  the 
side  of  the  portion  affected  has  beea  obswved  to  take  place.  Also, 
through  the  so-called  progressive  musculac  atrophy,  can  inflammation 
of  the  voeal  chords  occur,  of  which  I  have  myself  bad  a  case.  There 
it  known  to  be  a  disease  of  the  motoi  ueirceB  of  the  larynx  founded 
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upon  infl&mm&tioD  of  the  vocal  ohords.  It  is  currentljr  knovn  that 
Bischof  haa  called  attentioD  to  it — atating  that  by  the  division  of  the 
root  of  the  nerriu  accessorius  In  the  interior  of  th«  hrain,  the  voice 
becomes  entirely  lost.  He  observed  that  this  was  owing  to  the  division 
of  tlie  recarrenl  nerve  of  the  vagus,  from  the  left,  as  we  know  numei- 
oub  fiUments  of  the  nervos  accesBorius  run  off.  It  is  maintained  that 
{torn  the  recurrent  nervus  vagus  to  the  nmaclea  of  the  larjnx,  stiil 
other  fibres  concerned  in  motion  are  included,  and,  also,  of  the  crico- 
tbyroydei — the  extenaion  of  the  vocal  chords,  separately  and  alone, 
Ptom  the  nervus  laryogeus  superior  can  be  seen.  One  case  of  mine, 
with  fatty  degeneration  of  the  muscles  of  the  larynx,  apparently  not 
long  ago,  having  been  under  my  charge,  proved  to  me  that  this  Ust 
statement  is  not  altogether  correct.  By  means  of  physiological  expe- 
riments, instituted  with  relation  to  this  subject,  for  the  moat  put  da- 
ting prior  to  the  discovery  of  laryngoscopy,  recording  observations — in 
caw  of  diseases  affecting  nervous  (or  dependent  upon  nervous  iirita- 
tion),  with  consecutive  hoarseness  or  laxness  of  vocai  chords.  I  will 
relate  a  case  in  point — relating  to  my  experience  in  a  case  of  com- 
pression of  both  nervi  aocessorii  in  the  foramen  lacerum.  This  caae 
appertains  to  a  man  of  thirty-one  years  of  age,  who,  for  two  years 
past,  suffered  with  pain  in  both  sides  of  the  larynx,  and  double  vision, 
and  since  then  severe  and  permanent  paralysis  of  the  tongue,  and 
spasms— evidsnt  at  the  period  of  his  admittance  into  hospital — one 
year  before  his  death.  Difficulty  of  speech  was  another  symptom,  and 
atrophy  of  the  entire  tongue,  hoarseness  without  catarrh,  which  latter 
increased  up  to  the  period  of  bis  death — surely  denoting  disease  (as 
an  appearance  of  cancerous  infiltration  on  section  proved,)  aooM  part 
of  the  breast  and  a  portion  of  the  akin  of  both  t«mplee — bo  bolb  con- 
dyles of  the  oooipnt;  the  latter  with  a  considerable  swelling  in  addi- 
tioB.  Both  the  hypoglossal  nerves  in  the  transit  through  the  bony  fora- 
men, were  in  a  condition  of  degeneration  on  account  of  disease. 
Through  the  cancerous  infiltration  there  waa  conneotioD  between  the 
condyles  of  the  ooeiput  and  the  two  eorpora  pynmidalia  apparent. 
Throngh  that  passed  the  foramen  lacerum  on  both  sides  together,  and 
both  nervi  aocessorii  were  nnder  tha  free  side  (tf  the  upper  s^meots 
of  the  fascicles,  in  a  atatte  of  oompreasion  by  Hub  foraawB.  So  that  at 
this  point  there  was  very  evident  degeneration  recogniaed,  by  which 
means  themodified hoarseneBB  resulted  in thelaryngeal  affection.  (Those 
muscles  were  not  eujoined.)     Tiie  extremity  of  the  corpora  pyrami- 


iM,Coo<^le 


IM  WE8TKBM  JO0BHAL  Of  UXDICDtE. 

dalu  were  ewollen  very  UDeqnallj  on  accouDt  of  deprivation  of  nntri< 
tion — nervuB  trigeminiu  degenerated.* 

Still  again,  some  cases  of  injury  of  tbe  Bnbstance  of  the  vagus 
nerve  in  the  neck,  caused  by  swetlingB  of  the  glands,  cancer,  anenrism 
of  the  carotid,  or  ecrofoU,  are  spoken  of  by  Friedreich  as  taking  place. 
Beside,  in  this  connection,  belongs  apparent  injury  of  the  recurrena 
nerves.  Both  nervi  recurrentea  come  off  usually  from  the  main  por- 
tion  of  the  vagus,  the  right  short  division  turns  around  the  arteria  snh- 
clava  dextra,  and  from  its  place  of  origin  around  backwards  to  the 
left  deep  concave  portion  of  the  arch  of  the  aorta,  from  thence  both 
pass  between  iiirrow  caused,  or  the  inter-space  formed  by  the  trachea 
and  the  oesophagus,  then  upwards  to  the  larynx.  The  nervi  recnrreutes 
can  from  this  point  lose  their  faculty  of  conduction  by  aneurism  of 
the  arch  of  the  aorta — perhaps,  also,  of  the  right  arteria  subclava, 
and  ^om  chronic  inflammation,  as  is  admitted  by  laceration  or  disor* 
ganisation,  and,  as  I  have  observed,  through  compression  without  db< 
organiiatioD,  (see  Consecntive  Stenosis  of  tbe  trachea),  through  an 
apparent  compression  of  the  swollen  glands,  as  verified  (Gerhart) 
through  the  sinking  of  the  nerves  in  cancer-swellings  or  indurations, 
especially  the  glands  of  the  neck  in  tuberculous  degeneration  of  Ijm- 
phatics.  I  have  determined  by  observation,  in  cases  of  tumors  of  the 
glands,  on  three  several  occasions  in  which  were  tumors  of  the  neck 
extending  under  the  clavicle,  with  evidence  of  lymphatic  degenera- 
tion, tuberoulous  in  its  nature,  with  unmistakable  tubercles  degenerated, 
indicating  a  tumor  with  inflammation  of  the  vocal  chord  on  the  same 
side. 

In  the  fonrth  case,  being  the  last  in  the  designated  locality  found 
in  the  left  cavity  of  the  chest,  via:  the  upper  lobes  of  the  lung,  taken 
hold  of  by  the  cancerous  swelling.  Lastly,  it  is  allowed  that  the  con- 
duotibility  of  the  laryngeal  motor  nerves,  vii:  the  accessorii,  from 
their  exit  from  their  foramen  in  the  skull,  also,  iu  some  cases  substan- 
tially,  or  by  itself  by  transplanted  meningeal  inflammation,  plainly, 
so  as  that  by  the  nerves  of  the  sknll,  and  by  the  spinal  marrow,  other 
nerve-roota  were  found.  By  peirpheral  degeneration  of  the  nervua 
recnrrens  it  is  often  atrophied.  Huguier  had,  in  1834,  a  case  in  which 
was  aDcurism  of  the  aort«  and  atrophy  of  the  left  nervua  recurrena 
had  been  caused. 

Brenton  saw,  in  1852,  the  two  left  nervi  recnnentes  for  one  and  one- 
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half  JDohes  Id  extent,  affected  with  an  anenrism  of  the  arcb  of  the 
aorta.  Their  tisane  exhibited  a  strikiag  alteration  and  fatty  degenen- 
tion,  according  to  his  statement.  I  have  noticed  the  eame  in  my  caaes 
of  late.  In  front  of  the  entcance  to  this  fluctuating  Bwelllog,  already 
alluded  to,  its  point  of  exit,  the  appearance  viewed  by  the  microscope 
was  normal,  that  is  to  say,  between  the  swelling  and  the  larynx,  was 
an  atrophied  condition  apparently,  with  diminution  in  size  or  fatty 
degeneration  of  the  nerre  tissue. 

There  are  still  other  cases  which  might  be  alluded  to,  in  which  un- 
doubted disease  of  the  central  nerrons  system,  or  of  the  motor  nerves  of 
the  larynx  are  at  the  base  of  the  disturbance.  To  speak  of  them 
would  not  throw  any  further  light  on  the  matter,  as  fat  aa  the  na- 
ture of  the  inducing  cause  is  concerned.  In  this  connection,  also, 
belong  'cases  of  undoubted  tables,  cases  of  progressive  muscular  atro- 
phy. As  one  such  has  been  noticed  by  Gerhardt  and  myself;  other 
cases  in  which,  together  with  paralysis  of  the  vocal  chords,  the  same 
condition  attending  other  nerves  oontroUing  motion,  that  of  diph- 
theria is  obscure.  Independent  paralysis  of  the  vocal  chords  with 
paralysis  of  the  soft  palate,  of  whioh  I,  in  the  first  place,  and  subee- 
quently  Gerhardt  has  alluded  to  form  other  cases.  Althongh  the  mns- 
cles  of  the  soft  palate,  ahio  those  of  the  vocal  chords,  likewise  those 
of  the  aocesBorious  were  innervated;  mnob  in  that  condition  at  all 
events,  judging  by  other  causes,  previously  happening — still,  in  one  of 
my  plainly  diagnosed  cases,  when  severe  paralysis  of  the  palate  wa£ 
presentwithnnsymmetricalmovementB,anddegradation  of  the  tissues  of 
the  recurrent  nervus  vagus — there  being,  as  will  be  supposed,  hemi- 
plegia at  the  time  (of  the  chords.)  In  this  case,  it  was  ascertained 
that  after  decease — the  parts  being  examined — a  small  twig  of  the  re- 
current  was  ^ven  off  through  the  muscles  of  the  palate.  A  similar 
ease,  happening  subsequently,  it  was  noticed  that  with  paralysis  of  the 
vocal  chords,  there  was  paralytic  dysphagia,  on  aooount  of  imperfect 
closure  of  the  glottis,  limited,  dependent  action  not  to  bo  mistaken. 
In  the  plain  usual  kind  of  cases — is  such  consecutive  atrophy  in  the 
fibres  of  the  constrictor  pharyngeus  inferior  apparent  that  it  caoses 
soon  wasting  of  the  substance  of  the  recurrens  nervus  vagus,  and  dys- 
phagia, consequently. 

The  atrophy  of  the  paralyzed  mnsoles  of  the  vocal  chords,  must 
be  by  the  compression  of  a  vagus  nerve  or  a  recurrens,  inducing  a  so-' 
called  snorting  or  barking  sound,  which  has  been  compared  to  the  whin- 
nying of  a  horse,  or  the  whining  of  a  dog,    Brenton  alludes  to  it  as 
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oocnrring  witti  eome  of  his  cases  lately.  It  is  a  compresiion  of  the 
air-veaioleB  of  the  InngH,  bo  effecting  the  reapiratioii.  I,  mjeelf,  have, 
in  a  late  oaee,  likewise  a  case  of  decliDe  of  peripheral  ailment  of  the 
recurrens  nerve,  found  a  siniilar  conditioo,  hy  laryngo-scopical  exami- 
nation— noticed  left-sided  paraljeie  of  the  Tocal  choTds  existing.  At 
this  time  I  found  the  muscular  cnco  antenoideeB  posterior  and  lat- 
eraliB,  also  filaments  of  the  tbyro-arytenoideus  ezt«rnuB  of  the  two 
sides  pate  jelloviBh  red,  and  in  adecided  state  of  atrophy.  Bymicro- 
soopical  inveBtigatioQ,  a  streaked  appearance  of  the  transTerse  diame- 
ter of  &t  throat  generally  seemed  to  constitnte  the  ailment,  or  was 
only  here  and  there  indicated  to  be  partly  obliterated.  In  addition, 
there  was  a  slight  degree  of  atrophy  oconrfing  in  the  case  of  both  ori- 
co-thyroie  muBcles — very  considerable  degeneration,  with  appearances 
of  paleness,  yet  both  thyro -arytenoid  were  not  colored  yellow  (proper 
mnsclea  of  the  Tocal  ohords.)  The  atrophy  was  caused  by  the  caving 
out  of  the  unadjusted  larynx — and  both  the  vocal  chords,  from  in- 
specting them  above,  standing  or  remaining,  symmetrical  in  a  ctobb- 
irise  light  to  the  naked  eye,  the  nieerated  A-ee  side  being  plainly  seen. 
And  then,  indeed,  in  that  ulcerated  portion  under  the  mosonli  aryt- 
enoidens  transversns  and  obliqnt,  was  recognised  bnt  little  atrophy, 
evidently.  The  mnscnli  ary-eppiglotiidei  were  only  much  weakened 
on  both  sides.  The  left  nervas  laryngens  superior,  microscopically 
viewed,  usually  normal.  Gerhardt  met  with  a  similar  case.  I  have 
yet,  in  some  other  cases,  noticed  the  same  condition  of  things.  The 
condition  of  mnsculus  eric otbyroy dens  in  the  cases  just  last  alluded  to, 
proved  the  same,  Tii:  atrophied.  That  which  in  a  more  recent  period 
was  stated,  maintained  of  the  nervus  laryngeus  superior,  is  inferred 
was  not  tme;  at  all  events,  it  must  he  nourished  by  a  considerable 
number  of  fibres  through  the  recurrens. 

I  had,  also,  an  opportunity  to  pass  judgment  in  a  case  of  atrophy 
of  the  same  laryngeal  muscles,  with  an  eqnal  degree  of  intensity  of 
ailment  as  in  the  foregoing  cases,  in  which  the  corresponding  nervns 
recurrens,  as,  also,  the  nerrus  laryngeus  superior  healed  entirely  nor- 
mally. Besides  the  vessels  were  norma),  except  upon  the  diseased 
side,  somewhat  atrophied. 

These  former  cases  of  mine,  of  peripheral  disease  of  the  nerve  re- 
currens were  exemplified  in  the  case  of  a  man  of  forty-six  years  of 
'age.  In  1846,  with  a  chancre,  accompanied  by  a  severe  syphilitio 
affection  on  it«  heels,  soon  after  swelling  on  the  shin-bone.  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1860,  he  was  barely  impvoTed  during  the  night,  and  remaiood 
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aad  die  snceeediog  year,  afeoted  with  severe  houseiieBB.  First,  (it  may 
be,)  ia  the  ipring  of  1863,  there  appeared  to  a  diminntion  of  the  faoarse- 
nesB,  co-existent  with  the  looBenees  of  the  vocal  chords,  also  de- 
cided paralysis,  also,  in  the  muscles  of  the  legs,  beaide  double  visioa 
to  a  certain  extent,  continuing  antil  the  year  1S63.  There  was  insuffi- 
ciency of  the  aortic  valves,  and  of  the  left  artcria  sabcIsTB — there  be- 
ing scarcely  a  sign  of  pulsation.  Cironlation  had  been  carried  on 
through  the  collateral  branches,  the  axillary  artery,  and  also  the  rad- 
ial seemed  to  carry  on  a  normal  circulation.  The  left  tiue  vocal  chord 
was  perceived  in  a  state  of  action  by  the  seventh  July,  1863,  and 
eiooe  repeated  examination  in  the  median  tine,  and  on  the  side  ap- 
proaching the  median  line,  together  with  the  corresponding  arytenoid 
cartilages,  only  partial  motion  could  be  induced. 

The  fourteenth  September,  1S64,  death  ensued.  The  nature  of  the 
palsy  of  the  vocal  chords  was  apparent,  more  particularly,  in  the  up- 
per portion  of  the  nervus  aocessoriua  or  its  place  of  origin,  or  enough 
BO,  without  investigation  in  the  central  nervous  system. 

In  regard  to  this  case  of  disease,  constant  formication,  and  imper- 
fect ansBthesia,  and  in  the  entire  body,  or  both  sides,  was  indicated. 
Onfortunately  the  examination  of  the  brain  and  spinal  chord  was  post- 
poned to  such  an  extent  that  no  thorough  examination  could  be  made. 

Id  the  first  of  the  cases  quoted,  it  seems,  as  it  is  mentioned,  that 
the  atrophy  of  the  musculus  cryooideus  internus,  by  inspection  fVom 
above  of  the  free  sides  was  plainly  seen. 

One  can,  laryngoscopio  examination  of  the  palsy  of  the  vocal 
ehorda,  atrophy  of  the  chords  in  some  cases,  and  so  on,  detect  an  ex- 
cavation on  the  inner  sides  of  the  throat,  somewhat  curved  in  shape, 
Appearing  like  the  curve  of  a  sickle.  This  excavation,  which  we  see 
at  times  in  the  cadaver,  open  section,  being  of  no  great  extent,  is  no 
proof  of  atrophy.  In  this  present  day,  such  a  case  of  irregular  ulcer- 
ation, with  impaired  mobility  of  the  vocal  chords,  in  the  case  of  a  per- 
son affected  with  syphilitie  atrophy  of  the  vocal  chords,  would  not 
be  taken  notice  of. 

The  atrophy  of  the  muscles  of  the  vocal  chords,  or  rather  with 
the  muscles  connected  with  them,  can  not  yet  be  inferred  in  all  cases 
by  pathological  anatomical  researches.  In  cases,  also,  not  old,  of  the 
periphery,  in  regard  to  the  progress  of  the  disease  of  the  left  recur- 
rent nerve,  even  when  sought  for  in  the  cadaver.  The  first  laryngo- 
Bcopic  examination  gave  us  the  true  form  of  the  appearance  of  paraly- 
ais  of  the  vocal  chords,  and  never  before  the  time  of  the  invention  of 
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the  Uryngoecope.  It  alone  can  exhibit  both  double  and  iingle  paraly- 
sis of  the  Tocal  chords,  to  each  fonu  of  which  we  can,  now,  knd  a 
skilled  hand.  

HoTK  BT  Tkahblitob. — TtuH  ATC  wel  L -«flUib]LBbed  pohiti  of  uulomj  ukd  phyilolocj  [n  n- 
■krd  Id  IbtH  Ui7ng«l  osma, 

,     Tlu  lurnntu,  iDperlor  ud  noamnt.  fbrmtd  oS  motor  «l«aenu  dflrlTAd  rt«u  the  tIiC*'' 
w9c«uory  uid  tht  HjinpalbBttc,  fro  to  tha  Ivjdx  od  «Bch  Bld«,  from  iboro  And  bflimlh' 

Tb>  ncninint  li  chleOr  ■  motar  ntm,  oancsnuid  In  ihn  nwclunlani  ot  rMplixUoD. 

Tbeinpertor  lujiEw  "PpHe*  tbo  crjco  thjrold  mniclH. 

DllibUioii  of  tha  gfottii  it  cmiHd  br  It"!  poHaiiar  crloo  iiTtsnold  miiKl*. 

ConlncUon,  hr  tGs  two  IruiTon*  and  obllqno  miuclH  ujotiDoldal. 

Itailon  ud  alaDgatloD  or  nol  chorda  occar  Ihrouch  ajco  thjrold  miuclto,  b;  utauu  of 
th*  SDoarTfelloik  of  tb«  nperEor  tujngeiu. 

TamloD  ud  ■hDrimliiK  thraogh  iha  litenl  thyroid— sdpa  of  nctl  thordi— approilDuted  b; 
Uw  InDtrnlloD  of  Iht  ncamat  Uirniul. 


SPASMODIC  COUGH. 

In  this  connection,  we  shoald  allude  to  spasmodic  cough,  which 
oocnrs  not  unfrequently  and  much  to  the  disturbance  of  innervation, 
particularly  with  reference  to  the  larynx.  Mandl  has  directed  atten- 
tion to  this,  and  described  the  symptoms  and  appearance.  It  is  of 
the  nature  of  a  quick  and  irresistible,  rapidly  succeediDg  one  another, 
succession  of  short,  violent  fits  of  coughing,  like  barking  in  a  deep 
tone,  with  apparent  spasm  throughout  the  whole  entire  larynx,  trachea 
and  bronchi.  A  case  which  occurred  in  my  practice,  happened  to  be 
a  youthful  woman,  neither  hysterical  nor  to  be  considered  of  a  spe- 
cially nervous  temperament. 

The  attack  comes  on  mostly  very  irregularly,  often  during  the  day. 
The  intervals  of  coughing  vary  in  length  of  time  of  occurrence,  and 
like  a  double  cough,  so  rapidly  do  the  spasms  Bucoeed  one  another. 
This  case  of  mine  exhibits  the  typical  condition  to  vhich  Mandl  calls 
attention.  The  affection  is,  aooording  to  my  observation,  a  very  stub- 
bom  one,  thwarting  the  various  methods  of  inhalation,  narcotic  anti- 
typio,  so-called  nerviueB,  emetic  means,  cold  water  cure  and  cod  liver 
oil. 

The  fourth  in  particular,  of  my  cases  observed,  occurred  three 
times — young  women  of  nine,  eleven  and  fourteen  years.  In  case  of 
the  one  nine  years  of  age,  proved  typically  fatal. 

Upon  one  evening,  the  fourth  case  happened  in  a  nineteen  years 
old,  strong  young  man,  in  whose  case  only  a  very  trifling  bronchial 
catarrh  existed. 

In  the  case  of  a  young  maid,  in  whom  the  intensity  of  the  oough 
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seemed  to  have  arrived  at  the  period  of  its  oatntal  Beverity,  a  catarrli 
of  the  Tocal  oborda  was  diagnosed. 

The  fifth  oase  was  something  anomalous,  a  seamstress  of  eighteea 
years  old,  Laura  Op.  She  suffered,  perhaps,  five  years,  more  or  less; 
but  the  beginDiug  attack  nas,  for  the  length  of  a  year,  more  especially 
severe.  It  came  on  of  mornings  every  day,  accompanied  with  acute 
pain  in  the  throat — at  times,  intense  stupidity.  By  violent  exer- 
tion, overheating  and  the  like,  brought  on  cough,  occurring  more  ire- 
quently  as  time  progressed,  so  that  she  would  have  these  spasmodic 
fitfl  of  coughing  ten  to  twelve  times  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  one  after 
another,  with  short  intervals  of  qniet.  She  was  kept  on  wine,  and 
cared  for  in  a  warm  room;  but  in  less  than  a  week  she  was  suddenly 
seized  with  a  general  convulsion,  and  subsequent  nnconacionsneu. 
During  the  progress  of  the  caae,  about  the  22d  of  May,  1862,  occurred 
a  similar  series  of  coughing  fita.  An  ordinary  respiratory  effort,  fol- 
lowed by  a  remarkably  hoarse  sounding  cough,  singularly  high  in  tone, 
ending  with  a  whispering  sonnd.  Usually,  there  followed  two  or  three 
such  fits  of  coughing,  with  much  apparent  effort  to  cough  in  the  intor- 
vals,  causing  much  uneasiness — respiration  otherwise  normal  ii  the 
intervals;  but  much  effort  very  apparent  and  prodncing  nois&.  By 
neaas  of  laryngoseopic  observation,  the  throat,  the  back  of  the  tongue, 
and  the  soft  palate  with  the  tonsils,  present  a  normal  aspect ;  hut  men- 
stmatioD  ai^iears  more  oftener  than  usual.  Examination  by  the  ear 
showed  rattling  noises  in  both  aides  of  the  throat  during  respiration. 
The  cough  is  a  deep,  harsh  tone,  but  subsequently,  a  voice  perfectly 
norma).     Cold  water  cure  here  advised. 

In  one  case  of  a  ten  year  old  boy,  otherwise  healthy,  affected 
however,  with  a  alight  catarrh,  and  beside,  with  a  deep,  croup  like 
cough,  and  coughs  then  as  nsially  in  a  natural  way.  So  often  when  he 
coughs  strongly,  the  cough  comes  ent  deep  and  rough  in  tone,  resem- 
bling croup,  and  is  always  limited  to  a  sharp  or  shrill  intonation.  The 
larynx  and  the  vocal  chords,  are  proved  to  be  in  a  normal  condition,  by 
inapeotion  with  the  aid  of  the  laryngoscope. 

To  conclude  this  article  on  spasmodic  eeagh,  I  will  aH>dd'a  few 
observations  from  Dr.  Tobold: 

"Nervous  also  called  spasmodic  coughs,  faave  aomethtng  In  common 
with  tboia  that  ate  deDominated  bysterjoaL  They  are  charaoteriied  by 
HMUras  that  occnr  with  exlraordinary  violence.  These  attacks  are  separated 
from  each  other  by  long  and  entirely  free  intervals.  They  onen  appear  at 
etrlain  bonra  of  (be  day,  atid  nre  excited  by  olher  caasea  than  tlie  varioni 
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ifoiiiK  of  eougb  tbkt  depend  on  morbid  ch%nfcea  of  the  macoua  membraDe  of 
the  reapirotorj  branch.  Id  the  mejoritj  of  cases,  1  have  met  with  Derroua 
coughs  in  old  womeo;  in  isolated  caaeg  also,  in  Toanj;,  ocherwiie  healthy 
■naideni.  Id  roido  catM,  I  was  JDolined  to  ref^rd  a  atrihlnglj  anemio  oondi- 
4ioD  of  the  macouB  menbraoe  of  the  larju,  ae  the  chief  diaeue.  Perhaps 
the  nerve  fibres  in  aoemio  mocous  menbraneB  arc  more  iocliaed  to  hyper 
«rathe«ia." 

Dr.  Tobold  recommends  the  use  of  a  sponge  applied  localtjr,  the 
same  beiDg  satarated  with  tinct.  ferrt  chlorid;  also  the  nse  of  eleo- 
Ificity;  other  tonics  also  to  be  employed  asaiduonalj  at  the  same 
dme.  Our  few  laryngoscopiBts  ia  this  country,  nse  alum  and  glycer- 
ine locally,  with  much  apparent  saccess,  coinbiBed  with  cooBtitutional 
tonic  measures. 


FORTY  TEARS'   PRACTICE,  OR  REPORTS  OF   EXTRAOR- 
DINARY CASES.  

BY   NATHANIEL   FIELD,  X.   S., 
or  JiOHBIITnia,  Indlau,  Pmldent  or  the  iBdluu  SUM  Mtital  BocKtJ. 

Forty  years  in  the  medical  profesai«ii,  will  ftuniliariie  the  phyaioiaD 
with  all  the  diseaMS  to  wbioh  flesh  is  hair  in  the  locality  of  his  prac- 
Uoe.  H«  will  become  experimentally  acquainted  with  their  symptouu 
aad  treatment;  so  that  when  he  meets  with  a  case,  however  dangerous 
sad  compltoated  it  may  be,  he  is  not  competied  to  resort  to  bis  books 
to  enable  him  to  make  out  a  correct  diagnosis,  or  to  treat  it  sneosss- 
fiilty.  Having  often  seen  and  combatted  it  before,  be  is  irilly  prepared 
for  it  again.  He  is  praetioally  aoquAintod  with  the  different  modes  of 
treating  it,  and  he  baa  firmly  settled  down  upon  what  he  considers  the 
best  remedies  in  the  case.  It  matters  bat  little  to  him  what  may  be 
the  speculations  with  regard  to  the  etiology  or  pathology  of  the  dU- 
«aGe,  or  the  modttt  operandi  of  the  medicines  which  he  knows  will  core 
it  Having  often  administered  them  in  similar  cases  with  snecess,  he 
is  willing  to  trust  them  again.  This  is  what  we  call  "practioal  knowl- 
edge or  ezperienoe,"  supposed  to  be  of  more  value  than  the  knowledge 
of  a  score  of  medical  novitiates. 

But  in  the  course  of  many  years'  practice,  cases  will  arise  of  an 
Abnormal  or  extraordinary  character,  for  which  we  have  neither  author- 
ity nor  precedent;  and  which  will  tax  the  judgment  of  the  physician 
Co  its  utmost  capacity.    The  following  case  is  an  illustration: 

Some  years  ago,  a  small  boy  about  five  years  of  age,  residing  in  the 
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eity  of  Jeffereonville,  apparently  in  perfect  he&ltli,  and  wbile  at  play 
with  other  children  of  the  family,  waa  suddenly  attacked  nith  an  epi- 
leptic fit,  from  which,  however,  be  soon  recovered.  I  was  sent  for  to 
see  him,  bnt  before  I  arrived,  he  vaa  as  well  as  thongh  nothing  had 
happened,  having  resumed  his  customary  amnsemeuta.  The  parents 
of  the  boy  were  much  surprised  at  the  occmrence,  and  were  unable  to 
account  for  it.  There  was  nothing  in  hie  appearance  to  indicate  the 
slighteet  predisposition  to  the  disease.  He  was  Uie  very  picture  of 
good  health.  As  no  cause  oould  be  discovered  for  the  convulsion,  and 
as  there  was  no  fever  or  any  other  sign  of  disease,  no  prescription  was 
made. 

About  two  weeks  afterward  he  had  another  strong  convulEion,  last- 
ing several  minutes;  bnt  as  before,  passed  off  without  any  constita- 
tional  disturbance  following  it,  and  he  was  soon  as  rational  and  playfViI 
as  ever.  Being  at  the  time  absent  from  my  office,  Dr.  W.  F.  CoUnm 
was  called  in,  bnt  finding  the  boy  perfectly  well,  and  like  myself,  not 
being  able  to  detect  any  cause  for  the  attack,  and  conjecturing  that  he 
might  hare  worms,  prescribed  some  antbetmintic.  No  worms,  however, 
were  expelled.  In  a  day  or  two  the  fits  returned,  and  were  repeated 
at  short  intervals  for  about  ten  days,  dnring  which  time  I  am  confident 
he  must  have  had  a  thousand!  After  an  inefiectnal  effort  to  arrest 
them,  Br.  Collnm  retired  in  despair.  I  was  again  summoned  to  attend 
him,  and  ezbansted  every  resource  in  my  power  to  relieve  him.  The 
family  were  in  great  distress  and  were  prodigal  in  the  employment  of 
the  best  medical  advisers.  Prof.  Powell,  Prof.  Drake  and  Dr.  Itichard- 
son,  of  LouiBville,  were  called  in  to  assist  me  in  searching  out  the  mys- 
terious cause  of  the  terrible  affliction.  The  patient  was  examined  from 
the  crown  of  his  head  to  the  aoles  of  his  feet,  in  the  hope  of  deteot- 
iag  some  local  irritation,  but  none  was  found.  After  a  few  visits,  the 
first  two  distinguished  gentlemen,  satisfied  that  nothing  could  be  done 
to  arrest  the  convulsions,  abandoned  the  ease.  Dr.  Kcfaardson,  how- 
ever, persevered  in  assistuig  me  to  the  end,  curious  as  it  seemed  to  me, 
to  see  the  result.  As  he  made  but  one  visit  a  day,  the  burden  of  the 
labor  necessarily  devolved  on  me.  Day  and  n^ht,  I  was  annoyed 
with  repeated  calls  to  visit  the  patient,  and  "do  something  for  him." 
It  was  impossible  io  sleep  at  home  or  at  the  residence  of  the  distracted 
family.  Every  antispasmodic  had  been  tried  in  vain.  All  kinds  of 
romedies,  internal  and  external,  based  upon  all  manner  of  theories  and 
hypotheses,  respecting  the  pathology  of  the  disease,  had  been  employed 
to  the  fullest  extent,  and  to  no  purpose.    The  convulsions  were  still 
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going  on  at  iatervala  of  t«u  minateB,  defying  the  combined  wisdom  of 
two  medical  schoola  and  two  old  doctors  besides. 

Driven  to  desperation,  and  worn  out  witb  fatigue  and  anxiety,  I 
resolved  to  sit  by  the  bedside  of  the  patient  one  whole  night,  and  try, 
if  possible,  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  trouble.  It  was  in  the  month 
of  December;  and,  long  as  the  night  waa,  I  requested  the  family  to 
retire  to  rest,  and  leave  me  alone  with  the  patient,  assuring  them,  if 
he  grew  worse,  they  should  be  notified  of  it.  They  assented  to  the 
arrangement,  and  I  accordingly  took  chaise  of  the  patient  for  the 
night. 

From  the  first,  I  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  irritation, 
whatever  it  was,  had  its  seat  somewhere  in  the  periphery  of  the  ner- 
vous system,  and  not  in  the  encephelon  or  medulla  spinalis,  as  my  Mend, 
Dr.  Richardson,  supposed ;  and  the  idea  occurred  to  me  that  if  I  would 
notice  what  musoles  were  contracted  first  when  a  paroxysm  came  on, 
it  might  possibly  give  me  a  clue  to  the  precise  point  of  irritation,  and, 
perhaps,  the  cause  of  it.  With  this  impression,  and  in  the  hope  that 
I  might  make  a  discovery  Uiat  would  relieve  the  little  snfierer  and  my- 
self, I  carefully  watched  the  commencement  of  the  paroxysm.  I  ob- 
served that  the  muscles  of  the  left  side  of  the  face  invariably  began  to 
twitch  on  the  recurrence  of  a  fit.  After  the  passing  off  of  a  convul- 
sion, and  while  in  a  state  of  aneonsciousness,  I  raised  the  upper  lip  as 
high  as  possible,  and  passed  the  index  finger  of  the  right  hand  aronnd 
the  alveoli,  and  lo,  and  behold  I  the  corona  of  the  second  canine  tooth, 
instead  of  having  caused  by  its  pressure  the  absorption  of  the  root  of 
'  the  deciduous  tooth,  had  passed  behind  it  and  forced  it  through  the 
alveolus  and  gum  and  into  the  lip.  1  had  often  seen  the  same  thing, 
but  as  this  little  boy  was  not  quite  old  enough  to  shed  his  first  crop 
of  teeth,  nothing  of  the  kind  waa  suspected  in  hia  case.  Fondly  hoping 
that  I  had  found  the  latent  cause  of  the  frightfol  malady,  I  hastily 
slit  the  gum  vertically  and  removed  the  old  tooth.  After  pressing  the 
edges  of  the  incised  g^m  together,  and  wiping  the  blood  from  the  lips, 
I  sat  down  to  await  the  result.  In  less  than  an  hour  the  convulsions 
began  to  subside,  aiid  before  day  they  were  entirely  gone.  As  soon  as 
it  was  light,  the  parents  of  the  child  entered  the  room,  anxiously  in- 
qnirittg  how  he  was.  I  informed  them  that  between  midnight  and  day 
the  fita  entirely  disappeared.  They  could  scarcely  believe  it.  But 
there  waa  the  patient  as  bright,  cheerful  and  rational  as  though  he  had 
never  been  sick.  They  were  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  wonderful 
ohange;  and  acted  as  if  they  thought  I  had  performed  a  miraole  oo 
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their  son.  I  did  not  relieve  their  suspenae,  but  kept  what  bad  trans- 
pired during  the  night  a  profouDd  secret  fVom  then  and  the  uumeroiiB 
friends  visiting  the  house.  I  did  not  tell  Dr.  Bicbardaon,  who  visited 
him  in  the  afternoon,  as  usual;  but  left  bim  in  the  dark  as  to  the  sud- 
den change.  He  manifested  much  surprige;  and  made  many  iaquiries, 
respecting  the  treatment  during  the  night — whether  any  new  remedy 
had  been  tried,  and  how  it  came  that  the  fits  left  so  abruptly  under  the 
treatment  which  bad  hitherto  proved  a  failure.  But  no  explanation 
was  given  at  the  time,  and  not  until  the  family  bad  removed  from  Jef- 
feraouville,  did  I  reveal  to  my  colleague  tbe  facts  in  this  singular  case. 

My  reason  for  this  reticence  was,  that  I  felt  that  tbe  oversight  of 
the  cause  of  all  tbe  suffering  to  patient  and  relatives,  and  all  this  la- 
bor and  vexation  to  tbe  physicians  in  attendance,  was  a  reproach  to 
the  profession. 

It  was  a  humiliating  reflection,  that  five  old  and  respectable  prac- 
titioners of  medicine,  and  two  of  tbem  professors  in  medical  schools, 
should  allow  a  child  to  have  fits  for  ten  days,  the  result  of  so  simple  a 
cause,  and  not  soon  detect  iti  Here  we  were,  day  after  day,  holding 
consultations  and  philosophising  about  the  pathology  of  the  disease — 
one  proposing  the  moza,  another  ptyaliam,  another  a  blister  on  the 
head  or  the  nape  of  tbe  neck,  and  another  something  elae  equally  as 
UAelesa  and  iEtjnrious,  when  there  was  nothing  the  matter  but  an  Insig* 
nificant  mechanical  irritation,  which  could  have  been  removed  in  one 
minute,  provided  we  bad  been  blessed  with  just  common  sense  enough 
to  see  it. 


*0N  THE  IDENTITY  OF  THE  WHITE  CORPUSCLES  OP  THE 
BLOOD  WITH  SALIVARY,  PUS,  AND  MUCOUS  CORPUS- 
CLES.    . 


BT  JOeiPH  O.  KIOHABflON,  1 
•rljr  Baldsnt  Pbjalclui  at  Ilu  PbbdijI 


The  nature  of  the  nucleated  corpuscles  ho  abundant  in  tbe  saliva 
has  long  been  a  subject  of  some  uncertainty,  and  although  they  have 
probably,  as  favorite  test  objects  for  the  higher  powers,  been  more  fre- 
quently examined  by  microscopists  than  almost  any  other  constituent 
of  tbe  glandular  accretions,  observers  seem  to  have  been  generally  con- 
tented to  accept  tbem  simply  as  usefiil  measures  for  the  capacity  of  the 
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higher  objectiTes,  and  passed  on  vithout  aoy  attempts  to  solve  the  rajs- 
tery  of  their  origin ;  Eiililcer  indeed  advanced  ue  theory  that  they 
were  essentially  a  form  of  exudation  corpnscles,  but  hitherto  his  hy- 
pothesis does  not  appear  to  have  been  generally  accepted  by  micio- 
Bcopists  as  a  fixed  fact. 

The  following  experimente,  undertaken  to  elucidate  their  conatitu- 
tion,  were  performed  with  the  large  Powell  &  Leland's  instrument,  bo 
long  a  deniien  of  the  "Microscope  Room"  in  the  Pennsylvania  Hoe- 
pital,  and  no  doubt  endeared  by  constant  association  to  many  genera* 
tions  of  "Residents,"  as  well  as  myself.  When  it  was  discarded  by 
the  institution,  I  became  the  purchaser,  and  after  undergoing  some  re- 
pairs, and  having  adapted  to  it  a  one-twenty-fiflh  inch  objective  (made 
by  Mr.  Wales,  of  Fort  Lee,  N.  J.),  it  has  accompliahed  the  work  be- 
low described. 

The  salivary  corpuHcles  examined  under  a  power  of  eleven  hundred 
diamet«rB  present  the  appearance  of  perfect  spheres,  varying  from  the 
one-foiirteen  hundredth  to  the  one- twenty-five  hundredth  of  an  inch 
.  in  diameter,  each  having  a  very  transparent  but  beautifully  defined 
oell'Wall  of  exceeding  tenuity,  which  incloses  from  one  to  four  almost 
equally  transparent  nuclei  of  a  circular  or  oval  form,  whose  diameters 
range  &om  one-three  thousandth  to  one-four  thousandth  of  an  inch. 
These  nuclei  are  situated  sometimes  centrally  but  more  commonly  near 
one  aide  of  the  corpasole,  and  the  cavity  between  the  margin  and  the 
cell  wall  is  generally  filled  with  from  twenty-five  to  fifty  molecules,  not 
more  than  one-twenty  thousandth  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  whose  char- 
acteristic is  that  of  constant  and  rapid  motion.  Some  of  these  molec- 
ules seem  to  be  elongated  into  an  oval  or  hour-glasa  form,  but  the 
activity  of  their  movementa  renders  it  difficult  to  ascertain  thia  with 
precision.  In  my  observations  these  corpuscles  have  appeared  to  en- 
large and  become  flattened,  from  the  pressure  of  the  glass  cover,  as 
the  stratum  of  liquid  beneath  became  thinner  from  marginal  desicca- 
tion, BO  that  usually  in  the  course  of  an  hour  or  so  they  hurst,  and 
discharge  about  one-fourth  of  their  eonteuta,  when  two,  three,  or  more 
of  the  moleoulea  swim  away,  continuing  theijt  revolving  moTements  un- 
til they  pass  out.  of  view;  the  other  granules  outside  and  those  remain- 
ing within  the  cell  become  in  a  very  few  seconds  entirely  stationary. 
If  a  solution  of  aniline  red,  of  the  strength  of  one  grain  to  the  ounce 
of  distilled  water,  be  allowed  to  penetrate  at  the  margin  of  the  cover, 
the  nuclei  of  the  salivary  corpuscle  aie  readily  atained  of  a  bright  orim- 
BOn,  and  are  thus  exhibited  with  beautiful  diatinotness ;  the  dye  ap- 
pears, however,  to  exert  an  immediate  infinence  upon  the  movement  of 
the  molecules,  as  I  have  rarely  been  able  to  find  cells  in  which  they 
continued  to  move  after  the  nuclei  became  at  all  colored. 

In  examining  some  urina,  obtained  on  the  eighth  of  August,  1868, 
near  my  late  residence,  in  westers  New  Yoik,  fiom  a  patient  who  oom- 
plalned  of  severe  pain  in  the  kidneys  and  bladder,  I  was  suTpriaed  to 
find  that  a  deposit,  which  appeared  to  the  naked  eye  purulent,  was 
chiefiy  composed  of  cells,  exactly  resembling  in  form,  sise,  definite 
celt-wall,  contained  nuclei,  and  actively  revolving  molecules,  the  sali- 
vary corpuscles  with  which  I  had  become  so  familiar ;  and  should  have 
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inugined  that  these  proceeded  (torn  an  aooidental  advlteration  with 
spotam,  had  I  not  been  fortunate  to  bare  ocular  demonBtration  to  the 
contrary  when  procnrtng  the  specimen.  I  examined  these  corpascles 
repeatedly  in  the  oaur§e  of  the  two  following  days,  during  which  th& 
movements  of  the  molecules  continued,  which  I  caiefnlly  preserved. 

On  oonsnlting  the  text-boohi  to  which  I  had  acoess,  I  found  that 
neither  Beale,  BoberU,  Bird,  nor  N&abaaer  and  Vogel,  in  their  works 
on  the  Urine,  mentioned  cells  such  as  those  above  described,  althonffh 
the  editors  of  the  Micrographic  Dictionary,  in  their  description  of  the 
•alivaryoorposoles,  state  that  they  have  beenseen  by  myriads  in  therenal 
secretion;  nevertheless,  nnmeroas  specimens  examined  during  the  fol- 
lowing few  months,  seldom  without  special  scrutiny  for  similar  bodies, 
afforded  none,  until  in  a  deposit  occurring  tVom  urine  brought  me  by 
a  medical  friend  about  December  first,  the  corpuscles  I  had  so  long  been 
in  search  of  were  at  lost  reoogniBed,  and  on  this  occasion  I  was  able 
to  exhibit  tbem  to  several  microscopists,  among  others  to  my  fViend, 
Dr.  H.  G.  Wood,  Jr.,  Professor  of  Botany,  in  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvKuia. 

On  the  fifth  of  December  I  procured  a  sample  of  urino  tnia  « 
case  of  cystitis,  which  had  only  been  passed  a  few  hours,  and  on  plac- 
ing it  under  the  field  of  the  one-twenty- fifth,  I  found  many  of  the  pus- 
globules  exhibiting  the  amotbaform  movementa  described  oy  Dr.  Beale 
tn  his  late  elaborate  work  on  the  "  Microscope  in  Practical  Medicine ; " 
no  corpuscles  containing  moving  molecules  were  visible,  but  observing 
that  some  of  the  pns-cells  having  a  spherical  outline  were  almost 
opaqne  and  only  abont  one-three  thousandth  of  an  inch  in  diameter, 
it  occurred  to  me  that  they  were  perhaps  only  contracted  by  the  ex- 
osmose  of  their  fluid  contents  into  the  larrounding  denser  medium, 
aud  the  idea  snggested  itself  to  try  the  effect  of  diminishing  the  specific 

fivity  of  the  urine  by  the  addition  of  water.  Under  this  treatment 
found  that  the  cells  which  had  been  exhibiting  amaabaform  move- 
ments, soon  assumed  a  spherical  shape,  rapidly  enlarged  until  they 
reached  the  diameter  of  about  one-seventeen  hundredth  of  an  inch, 
when  the  contained  molecules  began  to  revolve,  and  ere  long  took  up- 
on themselves  the  extremely  rapid  and  confused  movementa  which  I 
had  twice  before  seen  in  cells  occurring  in  urine,  and  hundreds  of 
times  in  the  salivary  corpuscles;  the  action  of  aniline  solution  ren- 
itered  beautifully  distinct,  definite  nuclei  dmit&r  to  those  found  in  the 
salivary  bodiea. 

The  opportnniW  of  corroborating  the  interesting  and  remarkable 
reiearohea  of  Dr.  Cohnheim,  of  Berlin,  on  the  identity  of  the  pus  and 
white  blood  corposcles  thus  obvionsly  presenting  itself,  I  proceeded 
with  the  following  experiments.  Drawing  a  drop  of  blood  from  the 
tip  of  my  finger  upon  a  "growing  slide,"  I  covered  it  with  thin  glass 
ud  placed  it  upon  the  sljige  of  the  microscope.  After  finding  a  white 
blood  corpuscle  showing  wall  marked  granules,  I  raised  the  objective, 
mad  arranged  a  fine  filament  of  thread  from  the  reeervoir  filled  with 
fresh  water  to  the  upper  edge  of  the  cover,  and  a  fragment  of  wet  pa- 
per to  the  lower,  aeaording  to  the  usual  method  of  securing  a  oonstant 
cairent  beneath  the  thin  glass.     On  depressing  the  body  of  the  instrn- 
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ment  and  bringing  the  corpuscle  again  into  vi«w,  I  fonnd  it-still  ad> 
hering  to  the  soiface  of  the  cover,  notwithstanding  the  torrent  of  red 

f  lobules  harrying  over  the  field,  and  as  these  became  paler  and  lees 
istinct  by  reason  of  the  diminisbed  density  of  the  serum,  the  white 
cell  first  gradually  expanded  and  displayed  its  delicate  vail  with  two 
rounded  nuclei,  then,  after  acquirtae  the  magnitude  of  about  one-sev- 
ent«en  hundredth  of  an  inch,  it  exhioited  the  rapid  and  inoeaBant  move' 
ment  of  ite  contained  molecules,  and  finally,  when  its  diamet«r  reached 
abont  one-fonrteen  hundredth  of  an  inch,  it  burst  auddenlj,  discharg- 
ing a  portion  of  the  contents,  whoso  outbreak  resembled  that  of  a 
Bwarm  of  bees  from  a  hive,  and  some  particles  of  which  actively  re- 
volving as  they  went,  swam  off  the  confines  of  the  field.  On  repeating 
the  OMcrvation,  and  allowing  some  of  the  aniline  solution  to  flow  in 
with  the  water  after  the  first  few  minutes,  the  nuclei  were,  strongly 
Btaiued  and  rendered  beautifdlly  distinct,  although  the  movement  of 
the  moleonles  promptly  ceased,  in  this  respect  as  in  all  the  others, 
showing  a  precise  identity  with  the  reactions  afforded  by  the  pna  and 
the  salivary  corpuBcIea,  as  above  described.  It  should  be  noted  that  a 
oerlain  variable  proportion  of  the  white  cells  of  the  blood  thna  treated 
exhibited  no  moving  molecules,  and  aj>paraulg  consisted  solely  of  nu- 
cleus and  cell -wall. 

It  ia  worthy  of  remark  that  this  experiment  amply  demonstrates 
the  inestimable  advantAges  of  high  objectives  (which  some  even  yet 
pretend  to  doubt),  for  the  remarkable  movement  of  the  contained  molec- 
ules seems  to  have  escaped  the  attention  of  Prof  Virchow,  the  great 
author  of  "Cellular  Pathology,"  himself  (vide  p.  181,  Chance's  transla- 
tion, 1863).  Although  the  observation  was  first  made  with  the  aid  of 
a  one- twenty-fifth,  yet  afterwardt,  knowing  exactly  what  to  look  for, 
I  had  little  difficulty  in  demonstrating  to  various  gentlemen  the  re- 
volving molcnies  thus  bro«ght  into  view  with  powers  as  low  as  the  one- 
eighth  of  an  ioch. 

A  portion  of  foetid  pns  from  an  absc«es,  and  a  specimen  of  mucus 
from  the  nasal  fossa,  under  a  like  treatment,  gave  similar  resslts,  which 
did  not  materially  vary  \a  numerous  trials. 

Tracing  now  the  white  blood  corpuscle  from  its  condition  of  irreg- 
ular outline  and  amoabaforsi  movement,  as  observed  in  serum  and  hea'in^ 
urine,  when  the  cirumambient  fluid  approaches  the  density  of  1028, 
through  its  round  form  with  slightly  more  distinct  nuclei,  in  the  liquor 
purls,  and  in  urine  of  lower  specific  gravity,  we  find  that  immersed  in 
a  rarer  liquid,  approximating  to  the  mean  density  of  the  saliva  (1006), 
it  has  an  accurately  spherical  outline,  is  more  Ukan  twice  the  magni- 
tude, and  contains  a  number  of  minute  aoUvely  moving  molecules, 
thus  exactly  resembling  in  all  sensible  characters  the  true  salivary 
corpuscle;  and  it  therefore  eeems  reasonably  certain  that  the  blood, 
untier  the  appointed  nervous  influeBce,  congesting  the  bnceal  mncons 
membrane  and  asaociated  glands,  moves  slowly  enough  Uirough  their 
capillaries  to  allow  some  of  ite  white  globules  to  penetrate  the  walls  of 
the  vessels,  as  they  are  said  to  do  those  of  the  ftog's  mesentery  in 
Cohnfaeim's  ex|»eriment  (Virohow,  Archiv,  Band  40,  B.  38,  n.  s.  w.), 
whiob  under  the  influence  of  the  rarer  ealira,  expanding  them  and  set- 
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tiDg  free  to  move  tbeir  contaiaed  molecules,  constitute  the  bodies  so 
long  known  to  histologists,  as  the  corpuscle  of  the  salivary  fluid. 

Or.  Lionel  Beale,  in  his  work  on  the  "Microscope  in  Practical 
Medicine,"  remarks  in  reference  to  the  examination  of  the  saliva:  "In 
the  somewhat  viscid  matter  of  which  the  salivary  corpascles  ie  com- 
posed, are  multitudes  of  highly  refracting  particles  in  incessant  mo- 
tion. The  nature  of  these  particles  ia  extremely  doubtful.  They  look 
very  like  the  germs  of  bacteria,  and  it  is  possible  they  may  be  of  this 
nature."  If  the  hypothesis  thus  guardedly  endorsed  by  the  celebrated 
English  microscopiet  be  correct,  it  seems  not  improbable  that  the  white 
Dorpnscles,  either  in  the  capilliaries  or  lymphatic  glands,  collect  du- 
ring their  amcebaform  movements,  those  germs  of  bacteria,  which  my 
own  experiments  (^Americatt  Journal  of  the  Medical  Scienca,  July, 
1868),  indicate  always  exist  in  the  blood  to  a  greater  or  less  amount. 
And  Airther,  it  appears  not  impossible,  that  when  thus  loaded,  their 
elimination  through  the  saliva,  under  the  mercurial  influence,  and  their 
evacuation  by  a  discharge  of  pus  from  a  seton  or  a  tartar  emetic  ulcer, 
really  constitute  that  therapeutic  value  of  these  remedial  measures  in 
certain  oases  which  has  long  rested  unexplained. 


W0HBLE8S    WOMEN. 

(Tbe  lubjoined  is  so  abstract  IVoin  an  article  entitled  Surgical  Qua,  Dam  and 
Sitter  Boipital,  found  In  the  last  volanie  of  Saint  Barlhalcmea'i  Botpiuil  SqiorU;) 

That  an  incapacity  for  menstruation  should  consist  with  female 
health,  is  a  strange  fact.  In  two  of  the  three  following  cases  of  womb- 
less  women,  the  defect  was  congenital. 

Case  I. — About  nine  years  since,  I  removed  the  womh  by  ligature. 
Id  the  "Address  in  Surgery"  of  1860,  I  gave  this  case  very  circum- 
Bl«ntially.  The  main  facts  were,  that  the  patient  was  twenty -one; 
that  it  was  her  first  labor ;  that  she  was  delivered  while  standing ;  that 
the  midwife  tugged  at  the  naval  string;  that  the  womb  was  everted; 
and  that  she  nearly  bled  to  death  on  the  spot.  After  many  months, 
when  she  was  utterly  exhausted  by  recurring  hemorrhage,  I  tied  the 
womb  with  Gooch's  cauulffi. 

As  I  was  goiug  into  the  operating  room,  the  nurse,  a  worthy  old 
woman  and  a  favorite,  said,  "Please,  sir,  if  you  take  out  her  womh,  I 
suppose  she  can  never  have  her  courses  again,  and  if  bo,  what  then?" 
I  replied,  "Nurse,  if  I  do  not  take  out  her  womb,  she  may  die  before 
night.  If  I  can,  I  will  save  her  life  now.  That  is  my  present  thought. 
I  can  not  took  beyond  that." 

After  all  manner  of  perils,  she  made  a  thorough  recovery.  Of 
course  she  has  never  menstruated  since,  but  when  I  saw  her,  three 
years  after,  she  was  in  good  health  sod  good  spirits.  I  know  that  she 
was  perfectly  well  several  years  after  that.  Her  whole  aspect  is  femi- 
nine, her  complexion  ia  fair  and  delicate,  as  it  always  has  Deen,  but  in 
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no  Tiee  ohlorotio.  She  walks  with  faer  young  man  tikfl  aoj  other  bot- 
Tsnt  girl;  she  cares  nothing  for  the  loss  of  her  womb,  which  Bcems  to 
have  produced  no  other  effect,  moral  or  physical,  than  the  cessation  of 
her  menses.  That  is  the  answer  to  the  nnrse's  question,  "if  so,  what 
then?" 

Case  II. — About  four  years  ago,  a  very  delicate  young  woman,  nt. 
twenty-five,  evidently  in  declining  Deal th,  came  nnder  my  charge  at  the 
hospital.  She  told  me  she  had  Been  led  an  orphan,  (I  believe  one  at 
least  of  her  pareutB  had  died  ofconsumption),  that  she  was  delicate,  aod 
had  not  been  able  to  retain  ber  water  like  stronger  girls;  but  that  she 
had  been  brought  up  care^lly;  was  now  the  mistress  of  a  national 
school,  and  had  married  at  twenty-three.  She  then  added  that  coition 
bad  from  the' first  been  accompanied  by  pain,  which  instead  of  dimiU' 
ishing,  as  she  expected,  had  increased,  until  she  could  not  bear  it^ 
and  ^at  her  urine  escaped  from  her  involuntarily.  She  and  ber  hus- 
band, who  were  reputed  to  be  very  worthy  young  people,  and  a  most 
attached  conpltf,  were  greatly  distressed,  as  they  well  might  be.  I 
learnt  then,  also,  that  sne  had  never  menstmated. 

Her  pudenda  were  perfectly  natural.  About  three  inches  up  the 
vagina  there  was  a  sudden  narrowing,  like  a  stricture.  Its  circular 
edge  was  soft,  and  the  orifice  sufficiently  open  to  admit  the  finger;  but 
it  could  have  been  easily  dilated  to  a  greater  extent.  It  exerted  a 
gentle  compression. 

This  was  the  sphincter,  and  beyond  it  was  the  bladder.  There  was 
no  trace  of  a  womb. 

I  told  her  that  sexual  intercourse  must  cease  forever.  She  was 
much  grieved  oa  her  husband's  acconnt;  of  whose  regard  for  her  she 
spoke  with  genuine  feeling.     I  recommended  tonics,  ana  she  went  home. 

I  beard  nothing  of  her  until  lately,  when  she  and  her  husband 
called  on  the  nnrse.  They  appeared  a  fond  couple  still.  Her  health 
was  restored;  and  the  incontinence  of  urine  not  worse  than  when  she 
was  a  child. 

Cabi  III. — I  was  consulted  in  the  case  of  a  lady's  maid,  cet.  40, 
who  previous  to  the  last  six  weeks,  had  eigoved  excellent  heal^.  She 
was  a  neat  little  figure,  a  brunette,  must  nave  been  pretty,  and  was 
young  looking  for  her  age.  She  had  a  swollen  knee,  and  fiving  rheu- 
matic pains,  for  which  she  could  not  account,  but  she  was  chiefly  har- 
assed oy  an  irritable  bladder.  Micturition  was  fVequent,  scarcely  to 
be  restrained,  and  painfull  both  at  the  time  and  afterwards.  She  had 
used  a  hip-bath  and  opiate  fomentations,  with  partial  relief.  I  was  to 
ascertain  if  a  urethral  wart  or  a  calculus  occasioned  ber  distress. 

Her  urine  had  always  been  apt  to  escape  when  sbe  coughed,  bnt 
she  bad  not  been  subject  to  leucorrhcea,  ana  she  never  menstruated. 

The  external  appearance  of  the  geniuls  had  nothing  peculiar.  The 
pubes  and  the  labia  were  natural;  the  glans  of  the  clitoris  and  the 
nymphse  were  fully  developed;  but  I  could  not  find  the  urethra. 

The  vagina  was  such  as  might  be  expected  in  a  virgin,  except  that 
tbere  was  neither  transverse  ruga,  nor  hymen,  nor  carunculse,  nor  fossa 
Bavicularis.  It  opened  abruptly,  just  in  front  of  the  perineum.  It 
admitted  the  finger,  which,  when  it  bad  penetrated  somewhat  less  than 
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three  inches,  came  npoa  a  dimple.  Thie  yielded,  oiroulsrly,  on  gen- 
tle preBBDre,  and  tbe  fioger  entered  the  bladder.  As  it  wu  withdrawn, 
the  BphiDcter  closed  again.  The  bladder  was  not  set  on  obliquely  like 
a  womb;  but  quite  at  the  end  of  a  canal,  which  was  no  vagina  at  all. 
It  was  simply  a  preternatural  urethra  applied,  as  in  the  male,  against 
the  rectum.  There  was  not  the  alightest  trace  of  an  os  nteri  or  cervix 
— neither  conld  any  womb  or  corresponding  hody  be  felt  from  the 
bowel. 

She  told  me  that,  some  years  before,  she  had  been  engaged  to  a 
young  man,  who  died.  Spoke  of  him,  as  a  woman  should,  tenderly 
and  regretfully;  bat  did  not  affect  to  represent  her  love  for  him  as 
Platonic. 

Judging  fi-om  these  cases,  tbe  menstmal  discharge  is  not  necessary 
to  the  health  of  a  woman  who  has  do  womb.  In  tbe  intervals  between 
one  pregnancy,  or  lactation,  and  another,  it  would  appear  that  the  pres- 
ence of  a  womb  has  a  special  and  accumulating  influence  on  the  consti- 
tntion;  and  that  it  is  thns  the  organ  which,  by  its  own  periodical  dis- 
charge, affords  that  relief  to  the  whole  frame,  of  which  it  has  iteelf 
created  the  necessity. 

It  is  the  womb  alone,  and  not  the  whole  generative  apparatus,  or, 
indeed,  any  part  of  it.  Looking  at  their  personal  appearance,  their 
views,  manners  and  habits,  and  their  womanly,  albeit  their  correct  and 
estimable  feeling  toward  the  men  they  loved,  I  believe  the  subjects  of 
the  cases  II  and  III  to  be  real  women — saving  their  wombs.  If  it 
be  contended  that  their  ovaries  may  likewise  be  wanting,  I  can  only 
reply  that,  in  case  I  the  generative  system  was  nndonbtedly  com- 
plete, for  that  woman  lost  her  womb,  and  notbtng  else,  after  bearing 
a  child;  and  yet  she  is  as  healthy,  without  menstruation,  as  the  two 
others,  who  never  bad  a  womb. 


CLINICAL  LECTURE  ON  TREATMENT  OF  CARBUNCLE. 


GlirrLKHKM :  Yon  have  recently  had  Uie  opportnnity  of  seeing  four 
eaaes  of  carbuncle  treated  in  my  wards  after  methods  which  yon  would 
probably  describe,  if  asked  to  do  so,  by  saying  that  "aotbing  was  done 
for  them."  Here  are  the  patients'  papers;  and  there  is,  to  be  snre, 
no  medicine  set  down  for  them  to  take,  and  yon  know  that  no  surgery 
wu  inflicted  on  them — and  yet  a  good  deal  was  done  for  them,  though 
the  treatment  was  what  does  commonly  pass  by  the  name  of  "doing 
nothing."  They  were  csreftilly  fed,  wauied,  cleaned  and  bedded;  and 
their  carbnncles  were  very  skillfully  dressed  and  washed  with  proper 
things,  and  every  eare  was  taken  to  shot  out  all  untoward  inflnenoM 
from  tium.    And  if  any  complication  in  Aeir  cases  had  arisen,  these 
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would  have  been  immediately  met.  But  do  oomplicAtions  oocnrred; 
and,  therefore,  the  oaaes  pa§aed  through  their  course  without  treatment, 
ae  it  is  said — that  ie,  without  medicine,  and  with  do  surgery,  no  active 
surgery,  do  iocisioDS  or  anythiDg  of  that  kind.  And  sioce  all  these 
cases  passed  through  their  course  very  favorably,  and  all  the  patients 
were,  or  will  be,  discharged  at  a  comparatively  early  time  after  their 
admissioD  into  the  hospital,  I  will  take  this  occasion  of  giving  you 
some  observatioDs  on  the  manner  of  treating  this  disease. 

Although  you  may  not  have  seen  much  of  it,  you  must  all  have 
heard  of  the  ordinary  manner  in  which  carbuncles  were  treated  for- 
merly, and  still  are  by  some;  a  method  which  consists  mainly  in  mak- 
ing large  incisions  through  them,  and  giving  very  large  quantities  of 
food  and  stimulants,  as  well  u  oonsiderable  doses  of  quinine,  bark 
and  other  tonics.  I  do  not  at  all  mean  to  say  that  the  thioga  which 
in  these  oases  I  left  undone  would  have  done  any  harm;  but  what  I 
hold  of  them  is,  that  they  would  have  been  quite  useless,  and  some 
would  have  been  sources  of  great  diaoomfort  to  the  patients.  And  in 
the  way  in  which  I  speak  of  these  things  you  may  notice  that  I  exem- 
plify that  rule  which  I  always  impressed  upon  you,  of  asking  your- 
selves, when  you  seem  to  have  been  successful  with  some  medicine, 
"What  would  have  happened  if  I  had  not  given'  it?"  The  apparent 
consequence  of  giving  a  medicine  may  be  plain  enough ;  but  you  can 
not  too  often  repeat  to  yourselves  the  question — as  a  rule,  I  will  not 
say  of  practice,  but  of  the  study  of  your  own  practice — "  What  would 
have,  happened  if  this  or  that,  which  seems  to  have  been  successful, 
bad  not  been  done?" 

First,  with  regard  to  the  incisions  made  in  carbuncles.  The  ordin- 
ary plan,  still  recommended  by  some,  is,  as  soon  as  a  C'arbancle  is  seen, 
to  make  two  incisions  crucially  from  border  to  border.  It  is  said  that 
they  mnat  go  even  beyond  the  edges  of  the  carbuncle  into  the  adjacent 
beatthy  textures.  I  nave  nof  followed  that  method  of  practice  very 
often,  nut  I  have  followed  it  quite  oft«n  enough  to  be  sure  that  it  does 
not  produce  the  effects  which  are  commoDly  assigned  to  it.  It  is  com- 
monly said  that  if  you  will  thus  make  crucial  incisions  into  a  carbun- 
cle, you  will  prevent  it  spreading.  If  you  can  find  a  carbuncle  two  or 
three  days  old,  and  cut  that  right  across  in  both  directions,  I  think  it 
very  likely  that  yon  will  prevent  it  spreading.  But  even  therein  is  a 
fallacy;  for  there  is  no  sign  by  which,  on  looking  at  a  commeDcing 
carbuncle,  you  can  tell  whether  it  will  «pread  or  not,  whether  it  will 
have  a  diameter  of  one  inch,  or  of  three,  six,  or  ten  inches.  The  ques- 
tion, therefore,  that  I  spoke  of  comes  back,  "What  would  have  hap- 
pened if  I  had  not  made  these  iucisions?"  And  the  answer  to  that 
question  will  be  rather  according  to  temper  than  to  knowledge.  For 
as  I  watch  men  in  their  conclusions  npon  such  cases  as  that,  I  gener- 
ally find  that  self-satisfaction  says,  "I  saved  the  man's  life;"  seTf-dis- 
satisfaction,  "I  did  him  no  good."  The  truer  eoieutific  temper  stands 
midway,  and  says,  "  I  will  wait  for  further  information  on  the  matter — 
till  I  have  seen  more  cases,  and  then  decide  whether,  in  the  earliest 
stages  of  carbuncle,  incisions  are  nseful  or  not."  After  this  time  of 
three  or  four  days  I  have  seen  aofficiest  numbers  of  carbunolee  thus 
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divided,  and  have  divided  enough  for  mjBctf,  to  e&y  that  it  will  not 
prevent  spreading.  I  have  seen  oarbnncles  spread  in  as  large  a  pro- 
portion of  caees  after  inoiaions  as  in  caees  that  nave  never  heen  incised 
at  all.     I  have  in  my  mind  a  striking  case  that  occurred  to  me  early  in 

Sractice,  when  I  followed  the  routine,  and,  in  a  friend  of  my  own, 
ivided  a  oarbunclo  moat  freely.  I  cut  it  after  the  most  approved 
fashion,  in  dtepth,  and  length,  and  width,  and  then  it  spread.  Afler 
two  or  three  days  more  all  the  newly  formed  part  was  cot  as  f^s'^lj  u 
the  first,  and  then  it  spread  again,  and  again  it  was  cut  as  fteely.  Then 
it  spread  aguin,  and  it  was  not  cut.  Then  in  a  natural  time,  it  ceased 
to  spread,  and  all  went  on  well.  These  are  only  general  impressions 
that  I  give  you,  becanse  one  can  not  count  the  cases  in  which  cut- 
ting has  been  practised,  and  those  similar  cases  in  which  tt  has  not; 
nor  even  then  could  it  be  said  whether  those  in  which  the  cutting  was 
practised  would  have  spread  if  left  alone.  On  a  very  strong  general 
impression,  however,  I  say  that  earbunctes  will  spread  after  cutting  in 
as  large  a  proportion  as  they  will  spread  in  without  cuttiog. 

Then  it  is  said  that  carbuncles  are  relieved  of  their  pain  if  thej 
are  thus  freely  cut.  Here,  again,  however,  is  only  a  partial  truth.  A 
carbuncle  of  two  or  three  days  standing,  which  is  hard,  lease  and 
brawny,  is  very  paidful;  and  cutting  it  will  relieve,  in  many  cases,  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  pain.  But  after  this,  when  the  carbuncle 
begins  to  soften,  and  when  pustules  begin  to  form  upon  its  surface, 
and  pus  in  its  interior,  it  ceases  to  be  painful  of  its  own  accord,  and 
without  incisions.  Thus  there  are  two  distinct  stages  of  carbuncle  in 
reference  to  the  pain;  the  early  stage,  when  hard  and  still  spread- 
ing, is  generally  intensely  painful,  and  the  latter  stage,  in  which  the 
pam  nearly  ceases.  A  carbuncle  divided  in  the  first  stage,  in  the  first 
two  or  three  days  of  its  existence,  may  be  relieved  of  some  of  its  pain ; 
if  divided  in  the  latter  stage,  what  little  pain  may  exist  is  altogether 
unaffected  by  the  cutting.  And  even  cut  as  you  may,  you  can  not  al- 
ways put  aside  the  extreme  pain  that  a  carbuncle  sometimes  has,  even 
to  its  tatter  time.  Some  two  or  three  years  ago,  I  was  called  to  a  mem- 
ber of  our  profession  with  a  large  carbuncle  in  the  middle  of  his  back. 
His  friends  had  been  much  alarmed  about  the  state  of  his  mind,  for 
he  had  been  suffering  great  mental  anxiety  for  some  time,  and  they 
were  in  fear  lest  the  excessive  pain  of  the  carbuncle  should,  in  its  dis- 
turbed state,  do  his  miod  permanent  damage.  80  they  persuaded  me  to 
cut  it,  and  I  cut  it  after  the  old  plan,  very  wide  across,  aod  far  into  the 
adjacent  t«xture3,  as  freely  as  could  be.  It  did  not  in  the  least  relieve 
him.  I  never  saw  a  carbuncle  through  its  whole  course  so  painful  as 
that  was,  and  up  to  the  last,  until  the  healing  was  nearly  completed, 
he  suffered  more  or  less  pain  in  it.  80  that  the  conclusion  in  reference 
to  the  pain  must  be  this:  if  they  can  be  divided  in  the  first  three  or 
four  days,  while  still  hard  and  brawny,  it  may  relieve  some  measure  of 
the  suffering;  at  a  latter  period  the  incisions  have  no  influence  at  all. 
The  third  point  is  stated  thus,  that  by  the  incision  of  carbuncles 

SJu  accelerate  their  healing,  giving  facility  for  the  exit  of  sloughs, 
nt  herein  is  the  greatest  fallacy  of  all.     When  the  cutting  of  car- 
buncles waa  more  customary  in  this  hospital  than  it  is  now,  when  I  did 
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not  cat  them  «nd  some  of  mjr  coUeKgues  did,  I  used  to  be  able  to  com- 
pare the  progress  of  cases  cut  and  of  cases  nncat,  and  time  after  time 
it  was  evidedt  tbat  the  oases  nncat  healed  more  readily  than  those  cat. 
A  man  who  is  now  in  the  hospital  I  hare  brought  roand  here  that  I 

may  illustrate  this  point  to  yoa.     This  is  the  man,  Timothy  C , 

aged  fifty-fire.  When  he  came  in,  hia  carbuncle  had  a  length  of  more 
than  six  inches,  and  a  breadth  of  three  and  a  half;  and  it  formed  the 
ordinary  hard,  compact,  tense  and  brawny  mass  that  a  carbuncle 
Tisnally  does.  It  had  at  that  time  already  taken  to  eappurate,  and 
little  puHtules  were  pointing  on  the  surface.  If  I  had  followed  the 
practice  of  incisiona,  I  should  hare  had  to  make  a  cut  in  one  direction 
of  about  seven  inches,  and  the  other  of  about  five,  and  after  that  I 
should  have  had  not  only  the  wounds  wide,  open  and  gaping,  and  hav- 
ing themselves  to  heal,  but  a  great  part  of  the  substance  of  the  car- 
buncle fairly  exposed,  and  also  under  the  necessity  of  healing.  Bnt 
Tou  will  observe  that  the  whole  of  the  space  that  now  remains  to  heal 
IS  a  series  of  openings  in  the  middle  of  the  carbuncle,  through  which 
tike  sloughs  are  to  be  separated,  through  which,  indeed,  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  sloughs  have  already  been  dischai^ed,  and  which  now 
merely  remain  to  be  healed  like  the  cavities  of  small  abscesses.  In 
that  way  you  narrow  greatly  the  extent  of  the  wonnded  surface  to 
be  healed.  Indeed,  it  by  no  means  always  follows  that  the  whole  car- 
buncle, or  its  whole  base,  sloughs.  Carbuncles,  if  not  divided,  not 
nnfreqnently  only  suppurate  about  their  centers,  and  slough  only  in 
their  oentral  parts,  and  the  borders  merely  clear  up  by  the  softening 
and  dispersion  of  the  infiammatory  products  in  them.  In  every  case 
of  that  kind  you  save  greatly  the  amount  of  healing  which  has  to  be 
gone  through.  Nay,  in  acme  oases  carbuncles  completely  abort.  One 
of  these  cases,  of  which  I  have  the  paper  on  the  table,  was  that  of  a 
woman,  aged  sixty-four,  who  came  in  with  a  carbuncle  nearly  as  large 
as  this,  in  a  condition  which,  it  might  be  said,  required  incision  at 
once;  hot,  with  the  exception  of  two  or  three  small  points,  no  sup- 
puration or  sloughing  ensaed.  That  carbunole  dispersed,  aborted, 
cleared  away.  This  case  shows  the  more  ordinatr  course  of  events — 
the  sloQghing  of  the  central  part,  the  gradual  discharge  of  the  elonghs, 
and  the  comparatively  small  spaces  which  are  left  in  the  center  of  the 
carbuncle  as  the  sole  space  in  which  the  process  of  healing  has  to  be 
achieved. 

On  these  three  points,  which  we  the  grounds  that  have  been  as- 
signed as  reasons  for  catting  carbanoles,  I  have  now  given  you  the 
evidence  on  which  I  have  ceased  ftom  the  practice.  I  fully  believe 
that  crucial  incisions  do  not  prevent  eztonsion;  that  it  is  only  a 
limited  set  of  cases  in  which  the  incisions  diminish  pain;  and  tut 
with  regard  to  the  lime  that  is  occupied  in  healing  with  or  without 
incisions,  the  healing  without  incisions  is  very  clearly  and  certainly  a 
great  deal  the  quicker. 

The  kind  of  incisions  that  I  havo  been  speaking  of  is  the  old  plan 
of  crucial  incisions.  Another  method  which  I  have  occasionally  tried, 
but  of  which  I  can  only  state  the  same  general  results,  is  that  of  Bab- 
cutaneous  incision.    This  has  been  sappoied  to  have  the  same  general 
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effect  BB  th«  other;  and  I  think  the  same  geoeral  concluBiona  may  be 
drawn  respecting  it:  that  it  is  a  measure  unoecessary  in  the  treatment 
of  carbuncle,  and  that  it  retards  rather  than  faastenB  the  healing. 
When  I  speak  thus  of  the  incision  of  carbuncles,  however,  I  do  not 
mean  to  say  that  there  is  no  condition  of  carbuncle  in  which  an  incis- 
ion is  not  useful.  Sometimes  a  carbuncle  sloughs  in  its  central  part, 
vith  one  continuous  slough  of  integument  holding  a  quantity  of  pus. 
In  that  case  you  would  cut  through  the  slough,  or  through  any  adjacent 
part  of  the  carbuncle,  to  let  out  the  pus,  as  you  would  open  an  ordin- 
ary abscess.  But  this  is  not  a  measure  which  is  commonly  under- 
stood by  the  "incision  of  a  carbuncle." 

If  yon  ask  why  one  may  not  out  a  carbuncle  though  it  may  do  no 
£0od,  1  reply  that  you  should  never  be  actively  useless,  and  that  there 
are  eon>e  cases  in  which  cutting  does  considerable  harm.  Carbuncles, 
for  the  most  part,  occur  in  persons  broken  down  in  health,  exhausted 
by  over-work,  or  by  bad  food,  or  in  general  deteriorated  health — as 
sometime  ia  diabetes  or  albuminuria;  and  in  all  these  states  it  is  a 
good  general  rule  bo  save  the  blood  they  need  for  healing.  The  lose 
«f  blood  from  the  carbuncle  itself  would  not  be  considerable ;  the  hard 
substaDce  of  the  earbunple,  whea  out  into,  does  not  bleed,  or  bleeds 
but  little.  But  to  carry  out  the  incision  perfectly,  you  have  to  cut  in- 
to the  adjacent  healthy  texture;  and  this  sometimes  bleeds  very  pro- 
fusely, so  as  to  lead  to  all  the  distress  and  pain  of  plugging  the  wuund 
with  this  or  that  substance  to  arrest  the  blood. 

Another  measure  in  the  treatment  of  carbuncles  which  is  supposed 
lo  be  necessary,  is  very  high  feeding  and  large  quantities  of  stimu- 
lants. I  learned  the  opposite  of  this  in  one  of  those  cases  which  yon 
will  do  always  well  to  study — those,  namely,  in  which  the  patient  re- 
faaes  to  do  what  you  advise  him.  It  is  from  such  cases  that  we  may 
often  learn  what  is  commonly  called  the  "  natural  history  of  disease  " — 
its  course  undisturbed  by  treatment.  A  case  occurred  lo  me  once  of 
an  old  gentleman,  eighty  yeais  of  age,  who  had  a  carbuncle,  as  big  as  it 
could  be,  on  the  back  of  his  neck,  for  it  extended  from  one  ear  to  the 
other,  and  from  his  occipital  spine  to  the  third  cervical  vertebra.  He 
measured  it  for  bis  own  amusement,  and  it  was  fourteen  inchee  over  its 
snrface  transversely,  and  nine  inches  vertically — a  carbuncle,  then,  of 
the  largest  siie,  and  one,  it  might  be  supposed,  attended  with  con- 
fiiderable  risk  to  life.  I  urged  him  very  strongly  to  take  a  large  quan- 
tity of  what  is  called  "support,"  for  I  was  at  that  time  under  an 
impreflsion  of  its  necessity.  He  absolutely  refused,  however,  and  no- 
Uiing  would  induce  him  to  take  it.  I  was  therefore  content  to  stand 
by  and  study  the  natural  history  of  disease  in  this  huge  carbuncle; 
and  the  natural  history  of  it  was  a  history  that  one  would  have  wished 
to  witness  iu  every  carbuncle  of  ita  sise,  nir  no  case  could  pass  through 
its  course  in  a  tietler  method.  He  led  bis  ordinary  abstemious  life, 
took  moderate  quantities  of  food  and  of  stimulant,  lived  through  a  car- 
buncle of  the  greatest  severity,  and  finally  made  a  complete  recovery 
dind  lived  for  several  years  after. 

Another  case  which  impressed  me  very  much  was  that  of  a  friend 
«f  my  own  in  the  jtrofession,  who  had  a  carbuncle  on  the  back  of  his 
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neck,  of  very  coDBiderable  eise.  Sir  Beajamin  Bridie  aod  Mr.  Staolej 
Attended  him  with  me,  and  under  their  advioe  the  carbuncle  wae  cut. 
I  watched  its  course  afterwards,  and  felt  sure  that  the  cutting  had 
done  neither  good  nor  harm.  It  went  on  as  carbuncles  do  when  not 
cut.  But  the  gentleman  was  subject  to  intense  headaches,  of  which  he 
knew  by  experience  the  only  possible  remedy  was  almost  entirely  to 
leave  off  food,  and  absolutely  and  entirely  to  leave  off  Btimulants.  One 
of  the  headaches  occurred  during  the  course  of  the  carbuncle,  at  a  time 
when  we  had  put  him  upon  very  full  diet  and  abundant  stimulant.  He 
said  then  that  he  must  leave  off  his  stimulants  and  food,  and  we  looked 
with  some  alarm  on  what  would  be  the  result  on  the  progress  of  the 
oarbancle,  I  remember  Mr.  Stanley  saying  to  him,  in  his  distinct 
manner,  "My  dear  fellow,  if  you  don't  take  food,  you  will  die."  "Very 
well,"  he  said,  "then  I  will  die,  but  I  will  not  take  food  and  inercsse 
my  headache."  Accordio"  to  his  own  wish,  therefore,  we  reduced  his 
diet  to  a  very  low  level.  The  eonrae  of  the  carbuncle  was  not  affected 
at  all,  unless  it  were  for  good;  and  after  three  or  four  days  of  this, 
which  might  be  called  comparative  starvation,  he  described  himself  im 
his  own  emphatic  fashion  as  being  "as  jolty  as  a  sand-boy," 

Since  that  time  I  have  watched  carefully  all  cases  that  I  have  seen, 
and  I  am  certain  that  there  is  no  good  to  be  obtained  by  large  feeding 
or  abundant  stimulants  in  ordinary  cases  of  carbuncle.  The  whole  of 
these  cases  that  have  been  in  the  hospital  were  put  on  our  ordinary 
meat  diet,  with  a  pint  of  porter  daily;  and  I  see  that  two  of  them 
have  had  four  ounces  of  wine  a  day,  one  of  these  being  a  person  aged 
sixty-four  and  the  other  sixty-three,  and  both  having  carbuncles  of 
considerable  size.  You  will  find  that  for  patients  in  private  life  it  will 
do  very  well  if  you  tell  them  that  they  may  have  about  two-thirds  of 
their  ordinary  amount  of  food,  and  about  the  same  proportion  of  their 
ordinary  quantity  of  atimulants.  But  indeed  there  is  scarcely  any 
reason  to  change  in  any  material  degree  the  ordinary  mode  of  life  of 
a  patient  with  carbuncle.  So  far  as  he  can  with  comfort  take  that  to 
which  he  is  accustomed,  bo  far  he  may.  If  his  diet  has  been  habituallv 
low,  BO  it  may  remain;  if  habitually  high,  so,  within  certain  limits  and 
somewhat  reduced,  it  may  still  remain. 

Now  you  may  ask  what  I  should  set  down  as  the  things  to  be  done 
for  a  carbuncle.  These  boards,  nearly  bare  as  they  are,  may  tell  you. 
In  local  treatment  one  of  the  best  things  you  can  do,  if  the  carbuncle 
is  small,  is  to  covor  it  with  emplastrum  'plumbi  spread  upon  leather, 
with  a  hole  in  the  middle  through  which  the  pus  can  exude  and  th& 
alougb  can  come  away.  That,  occasionally  changed,  is  all  the  covering 
that  a  small  carbuncle  will  need.  It  is  difficult  thus  to  cover  the  whole 
surface  of  a  large  carbuncle,  and  to  keep  it  clean;  therefore,  I  think 
the  best  application  for  that  is  the  common  resin  cerate.  This  should 
be  spread  large  enough  to  cover  the  whole  carbuncle,  and  over  it  should 
be  laid  a  poultice  of  half  linseed-meal  and  half  bread.  And,  if  you 
want  to  exercise  your  skill,  learn  to  make  that  poultice  well,  and  to 
put  it  on  well,  and  to  keep  it  in  its  place  well.  That  mode  of  dress- 
ing the  carbuncle,  so  far  as  the  materials  are  concerned,  will  last 
through  its  whole  course;  but  whilst  the  carbuncle  is  making  progress 
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and  discbarging  its  sloush,  you  will  find  plenty  of  room  for  the  exer- 
ciee  of  considerable  Bkfl!  in  dressing  it,  and  filling  up  the  cavitieB 
with  soft  substance  spread  witb  thia  ointment.  Besidea  this,  the  car- 
buncles are  to  be  carefully  washed,  especially  with  some  deodorising 
sabstancc,  as  Condy's  fluid,  or  weak  carbolic  acid,  and  the  cavities 
may  be  syringed  out  with  it.  The  importance  of  cleanliness  is  very 
great.  You  noticed  in  the  mau  whom  I  ahowed  you  just  now,  the 
spots  of  acne  and  boils  around  the  edges  of  the  carbuncle.  This  points 
out  the  necessity  of  care,  which  I  suppose  had  not  been  taken  there, 
to  keep  the  surface  of  the  skin  adjacent  to  the  carbuncle  perfectly  dry, 
and  free  from  any  contact  with  the  discharge,  which  seems  really  to 
have  the  power  of  infecting  the  neighboring  skin,  and  so  producing 
the  boils  which  are  apt  to  arise,  sometimes  in  clusters,  around  the  car- 
buncle. Of  diet  I  have  already  spoken  to  you.  Of  medicines  I  say 
nothing.      Quinine,  bark,  and  other  medicines  of  that  class,  may  be 

fiven  if  you  please,  or  in  case  of  evident  need,  and  so  may  aperients; 
ut  there  is  really  no  need  of  them  in  an  ordinary  case  of  carbuncle. 
But  there  is  one  medicine  which  you  may  find  very  valuable,  and  that 
is  opium,  especially  in  itll  the  earlier  painful  stages  of  carbuncle,  in 
which  it  relieves  the  sufferings  as  thoroughly  as  incisions,  or  anything 
I  know.  After  the  early  stages,  even  that  is  unnecessary,  except  for 
some  patient  who  may  be  unable  to  sleep. 

But  (here  Is  one  measure  in  the  treatment  of  carbuncle  which  ie 
seldom  employed,  and  yet  is  of  great  importance,  and  that  is  letting 
the  patient  have  very  free  air.  The  general  idea  that  carbuncles  are 
very  (fangerous  diseases,  has  commonly  led  to  the  patients  being  en- 
tirely confined  to  bed  and  .kept  shut  up  in  their  rooms.  There  is  in 
that  an  unnecessary  care;  and  thia,  too,  I  learned  from  a  patient  who 
refaiied  to  comply  with  injunctions — a  gentleman  with  a  large  car- 
buncle on  the  back  of  his  head,  who  would  not  keep  hia  bedroom. 
He  bad  been  accustomed  to  an  active  life,  and  after  seventy  or  eighty 
years  of  that  custom,  he  was  quite  indisposed  to  remain  in  his  room. 
Bo  with  that  carbuncle  he  daily  came  down  stairs,  changing  bis  room 
and  moving  about  the  house  as  well  as  the  pain  and  weakness  would 
allow  him.  No  carbuncle  could  go  on  better ;  all  the  stages  were  passed 
through  without  any  risk  or  trouble,  and  it  healed  with  unusual  speed. 
After  that  I  had  a  yet  more  striking  case.  A  lady  came  to  London 
"for  the  season,"  as  she  called  it;  and  she  had  not  been  here  more 
than  a  week  or  ten  days  before  a  carbuncle  came  out  on  the  back  of 
ber  head,  just  under  her  hair.  It  was  a  great  vexation  to  her  that  she 
had  to  give  up  all  her  amusements;  and  so,  as  she  did  not  mind  the 
pain,  she  would  go  out.  And  it  was  then  that,  fbr  the  first  time  and 
the  last,  I  saw  any  value  in  a  "chignon."  She  dressed  her  carbuncle 
under  the  chignon,  and  went  to  the  park,  to  the  theater,  and  to  dances 
unharmed,  and  with  her  carbuncle  quite  unseen,  and  no  trouble  what- 
ever followed.  It  healed  up  after  the  ordinary  fashion  in  about  the 
ordinary  time.  But,  indeed,  you  may  see  oases  of  this  description  on 
a  much  larger  scale,  if  you  watch  the  carbuncles  that  come  to  ua  in  the 
ont-pationts'  room.  There  we  often  see  them  of  considerable  size,  and 
they  do  as  well  among  the  out-patients  as  among  the  in-patieutsi  and 
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jet  thoae  oat-patientB  are  freely  in  the  air  all  daj.  And  manjof  then 
ooDtioue  at  their  work.  So  you  may  set  it  down  as  one  point  to  be 
attended  to  in  the  management  of  carbuacles,  that  patients  should  not 
he  confined  to  their  room,  They  should  &t  least  have  change  of  air 
in  their  own  house ;  and,  ualees  they  are  too  low,  th«y  should  not  avoid 
exposure  to  the  fresh  open  air. 

Treating  your  cases  of  carbuncle  upon  this  plan,  I  believe  you 
will  find  that  the  great  majority  will  pass  through  their  course  well. 
I  can  not  (ell  you  what  the  ordinary  proportion  of  deaths  from  car- 
buncle is;  but  I  know  that  carbuncles  are  commonly  looked  upon  in 
the  profession  as  dangerous  things,  and  a  lai^  carbuncle  on  the  back 
of  the  head  is  considered  to  be  fraught  with  risk  ta  the  patient's  life. 
Bat  that  is  very  far  from  being  the  case  in  my  experience.  Remem- 
bering, BB  far  as  I  can,  or  rather  guessing  at  the  number  of  carbuncles 
I  have  had  to  treat,  I  should  say  that  there  is  no  other  disease  of  the 
same  extent  aud  general  severity  which  is  attended  with  so  little  risk 
to  life.  During  twenty  years  of  hospital  aud  private  practice,  I  can 
not  have  treated  less  than  two  hundred  carbuncles:  sua  of  these  two 
hundred,  four  have  died,  giving  a  mortality,  at  a  fair  guess,  of  only 
two  per  cent. — a  morUlity  which  is  less  than  that  of  most  of  the  minor 
«perat!ons  of  surgery,  and  less  really  than  that  of  anj  disease  of  e^ual 
severity  that  you  can  name.     Uf  those  four  deaths,  one  occurred  in  a 

EBtJent  aged  seventy-eight,  who  died  of  erysipelas  after  the  carbuncle 
ad  nearW  healed.  AnotJier  was  a  gentleman  of  about  fiftv-five  yean 
of  age,  who  died  of  chronic  pyiemia.  The  third  was  a  gentleman  aged 
fifty,  who  died  with  acute  pyeemia.  And  the  fourth  was  a  patient  of 
about  fifty  years  of  a^,  who  died  rapidly  exhausted.  The  first  three 
were  from  causes  which  may  almost  be  called  accidental ;  for  so  we 
call  them  when  occurring  after  an  operation,  aud  it  would  be  unrea- 
sonable to  suppose  that  any  other  method  of  treatment  would  have 
averted  the  consequences.  The  other  died,  possibly,  on  account  of 
(he  deficient  stimulation;  for  he  was  a  man  who  had  lived  freely,  and 
took  during  treatment  less  than  he  had  been  accustomed  to  have.  The 
main  point,  however,  to  which  I  wish  to  direct  jour  attentioD,  is  that 
die  mortality  may  be  as  little  as  two  per  cent.  I  can  not  doubt  that 
the  mortality  was  considerably  larger  when  carbuncles  were  severely 
cut;  for  the  severe  cutting  meajit  often  severe  bleeding,  and  was 
attended  with  all  the  consequences  of  large  wounds.  Thus,  though 
I  do  not  know  the  exact  proportion,  I  believe  that  the  general  repu- 
tation of  the  danger  of  carbuncle  was  well  founded,  and  that  among 
the  reasons  for  the  diminished  mortality  of  carbuncles  may  be  set 
down  as  chief,  the  more  frequent  avoidance  of  the  custom  of  cutting 
them. 

Speaking  of  the  mortality  of  carbuncle,  however,  I  must  remind 
joQ  tost  I  am  not  speaking  of  a  disease  which  sometimes  passes  under 
the  name  of  carbuncle — the  carbuncular  inflammation  of  the  lip  whioh 
sometimes  occurs  in  young  persons;  a  disease  which  you  may  not  have 
Been,  and  may  pass  many  years  without  seeing.  It  was  described  by  a 
former  house-surgeon  of  this  hospital,  Mr.  Harvey  Ludlow,  as  malig- 
nant pustule  ot  uie  lip.    Br.  Budd,  of  Bristol,  has  also  so  described 
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it.  Commencing  at  one  spot,  inflammation  of  the  whole  lip  foUowB 
and  spieads  to  the  face,  and  then  diBeaee  of  the  tjmphaticB  soBuee, 
with  pyaemia  as  its  conHeqne&ce.  It  is  a  disease  bo  anlike  carbuncle, 
tbat  it  onght  not  to  be  known  under  the  same  name.  It  seems  to  me 
not  like  the  aooounta  given  of  the  malign&nt  pustule  abroad,  and  I 
have  seen  no  other  disease  like  it  in  Englaad.  It  attacks  espeoiallj 
young  pereons  &om  fifteen  to  twentjr-onei  and  of  fifteen  casee  that  I 
nave  sees,  onlj  one  recovered.  That  disease  is  not  oarbnacle,  nor  is 
the  mortality  of  that  diseaae  to  be  counted  in  estimating  the  mortality 
from  carbnacle.  Ordinary  carbuncle  on  the  lip  and  face  baa  none  of 
those  special  oharacterB,  and  is  not  more  fatal  in  those  situations  than 
in  any  other. — Lancet,  January  18th,  1869. 
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This  brochure  of  nineteen  pages,  presents  "the  results  of  an  ex- 
tended  and  successful  experience  with  the  employment  of  two  articles 
of  the  materia  medica  of  comparatively  recent  introduction" — the 
niphite  salt*  of  »oda,  and  glycerint — the  first  as  an  internal,  and  the 
■MOod  as  an  external  remedy. 

Dr.  Griscom  states  that  he  has  employed  the  first  named  article  in 
about  three  hundred  instances,  with  scarcely  a  single  failure  in  those 
cases,  to  which,  according  to  his  theory  of  its  modta  operandi,  it  was 
specially  adapted. 

Dr.  Q.  believes  that  this  medicine,  when  used  internally,  acts  not 
only  as  an  antiseptic,  a  preventer  of  deoomposition  and  of  fermenta- 
tion;  but  also  a  promoter  of  digestion  in  oases  in  which  the  gastrio 
juice  may  be  deficient  in  some  of  its  essential  acidulous  ingredientB. 
The  diseases  in  which  it  has  proved  most  useful,  are  diarrhoea,  dysen- 
tery, cholera  morbus  and  dyspepsia.  The  dose  is  "from  five,  to  twenty, 
forty,  or  sixty  grains,  according  to  the  age  of  the  patient  and  the 
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force  of  the  symptoms,  admiDistered  two,  four,  or  six  times  a  daj." 
We  are  informed  thai  id  all  zymotic  diaeases,  this  rcmcdj  may  be 
employed  with  assurance  of  powerful  aid  to  other  medical  measures. 
When  alt  the  author's  ssngnine  expectations  in  regard  to  this  medi- 
cine are  realized,  we  may  say  that  for  most  diseases, 

"  Th>  iOYcrrfgn'il  thing  on  airlh," 

It  Moda  nlpitUi. 

While  we  regard  the  sulphite  salts  of  soda  a«  valuable  medical 
agents,  our  limited  experience  leads  to  the  conclusion  that  they  have 
less  value  than  has  been  assigned  them  by  Dr.  Griecom. 

The  valuable  results  the  author  claims  to  have  obtained  from  the 
external  application  of  glycerine,  were  dependent  upon  the  affinity 
possessed  by  this  agent  for  aqueous  fluids,  iucluding  the  serum  of  the 
blood.  The  following  extract  presents  the  vievs  of  Dr.  6.:  "Id 
furuncles,  erysipelas,  ophthalmia,  nasal  inflammation,  urethritis,  and 
other  inflammatory  and  congestive  troubles — in  not  one  of  a  large  num- 
ber of  such  cases,  have  I  been  disappointed  in  the  alleged  tendency  of 
the  oil  to  drain  off  the  serum,  even  through  the  perfect  integument, 
and  the  effect  has  been  almost  as  uniformly  demonstrative  of  its  de- 
pletory power  as  if  the  blood  ^itself  had  been  removed  from  the  part. 
In  fact,  glycerine  may  be  regarded  as  a  good  substitute  for  leeches 
and  blisters,  and  in  some  instances,  for  surgical  operations," 

J.  B.  W. 


PRONOUNCING  MEDICAL  LEXICON,  CONTAINING  THE 
CORRECT  PRONUNCIATION  AND  DEFINITION  OF 
TERMS  USED  IN  MEDICINE  AND  THE  COLLATERAL 
SCIENCES,  WITH  ADDENDA,  CONTAINING  ABBREVIA- 
TIONS USED  IN  PRESCRIPTIONS,  AND  LIST  OF  POISONS 
AND  THEIR  ANTIDOTES. 

BT  C.   H.    CLEAVEIAND,   M.   D. 
nDTantli  Ullian.    PfallHIelphIk;  LlDdm^  ABtshlilDn,  IMO.    Priu>,«l,2S. 

Daily  observation  renders  the  fact  evident  that  a  work  of  this  kind 
is  needed.  Students,  in  their  pronunciation  of  medical  terms,  usually 
follow  the  usages  of  their  preceptor  and  the  professors  of  the  colleges 
they  attend.     These  persons  are,  unfortunately,  not  always  entirely 
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reliable,  and  as  a  coDsequence,  the  habit  of  miaproDOUDcing  certain 
woidB  is  acquired,  a  habit  that  will  certainly,  sooocr  or  later,  cause  ita 
possessor  great  annoyance.  The  use  of  a  carefully  prepared  pronoun- 
cing lexicon,  will  do  much  to  prevent  such  a  result.  The  one  under 
consideration  may  be  generally  depended  on  for  correct  prouunciation ; 
yet  it  ia  not  always  infallible.  The  phonotypio  alphabet  is  used  to 
represent  pronunciation.  This  alphabet,  containing,  aa  it  does,  a  dis- 
tinct character  for  each  of  the  forty-three  elementary  Bounds,  allows 
the  precise  pronunciation  of  a  word  to  be  represented  without  diffi- 
culty. This  alphabet  is  given  and  a  knowledge  of  it  can  be  acquired 
in  a  short  time.  J.  B.  W. 


THE  PHYSICIAN'S  DOSE  AND  SYMPTOM  BOOK,  CONTAIN- 
INO  THE  DOSES  AND  USES  OF  ALL  THE  PRINCIPAL 
ARTICLES  OF  THE  MATERIA  MEDICA  AND  OFFICINAL 
PREPARATIONS,  Ac       

BT   JOSEPH    H.   ■ffYTHES,   A.   U.,   M.    B. 

Elghlh  Edlllon.    PhEladelpbla:  LlDdujaBiaiMoD,  IMS.    Prico,  fl.OO. 

The  faror  with  whicb  this  little  manual  has  been  received,  aa  shown 
by  the  demand  for  an  eighth  edition,  sufficiently  proves  its  value.  It 
was  compiled  for  the  use  of  students;  but  it  also  seema  as  a  vadc  mecutn 
for  the  general  practitioner,  and  serves  the  trouble  of  reference  to  larger 
and  more  elaborate  works.  J.  R.  Vf. 


ON  CHRONIC  BRONCHITIS,  ESPECIALLY  AS  CONNECTED 
WITH  GOUT,  EMPHYSEMA,  AND  DISEASES  OF  THE 
HEART.  


The  author  of  this  exceedingly  instructive  little  volume  comes  not 
Dsheralded  among  us.  His  very  valuable  observations  on  IXpktheria, 
published  in  The  Lancet,  not  long  since,  are  stilt  freah  in  our  memory. 
Evincing,  as  those  articles  did,  so  much  careful  thought,  Dr.  Green- 
how  has  impressed  us  with  the  idea  that  he  is  a  writer,  from  whom,  to 
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tue  a  common  expression,  "we  expect  great  tbings."  To  t&j  tbat  in 
hie  present  undertaking,  all  of  onr  anticipstloDS  are  fully  realized, 
vonld  be  but  paying  him  a  compliment  to  which  be  is  jnslly  entitled. 

The  Bubjeot  of  his  book.  Chronic  Bronchitit,  will  appear  to  many, 
rather  trite  and  prosy.  So  it  is,  aa  ordinarily  treated  of  in  the  various 
text  books ;  bat  Dr.  G.  tbrows  around  bis  theme  so  much  of  fteebneu,  io 
much  of  novelty  and  originality,  that  be  seems,  aa  it  were,  to  be  ad- 
vancing into  a  territory  altogether  new  and  unexplored. 

The  work,  which  is  eminently  clinical,  does  not,  as  our  author 
states,  profess  to  be  a  ayatematic  treatJae  on  bronchitis,  but  is  aimply 
a  record  of  certain  opiniona  and  concluaions  concerning  the  patholog- 
ical nature  of  that  affeotioo,  to  which  be  has  arrived,  after  a  careful 
study,  and  collation  of  cases.  It  is  thus,  happily,  devoid  of  much  of 
the  dryness  incident  to  a  descriptive  detail  of  symptoms,  diagnosis, 
prognosis  and  treatment,  found  in  ayatematic  works. 

It  is  divided  into  eight  lectures.  The  first  and  second  lecture  be- 
ing devoted  to  the  general  etiology  of  bronchitis,  and  bronchitis  arising 
ttoio  cold,  and  mechanical  irritation ;  the  third  and  fourth  to  broucbi- 
tis  in  its  relation  to  gont;  and  the  remaining  ones  to  bronchitis  in 
connection  with  emphysema  and  diseases  of  the  heart. 

It  will  strike  many  with  surprise  that  the  author  devotes  so  little 
Bpaoe  to  the  consideration  of  exposure  to  cold  aa  a  cause  of  this  affec- 
tion. Cold,  which  is  ao  nniversally  regarded  as  a  powerful  and  ever- 
acting  factor  in  the  production  of  bronchia]  inflammations,  and  other 
pulmonary  lesions,  he  disposes  of  without  much  ceremony,  aa  possess- 
ing but  a  modicum  of  etiological  importance.  He  bases  this  view,  not 
upon  mere  theoretical  grounds,  hut  upon  what  he  regards  as  firm  clin- 
ical data.  In  but  five  out  of  sixty -six  cases,  could  he  trace  the  bronch* 
iai  trouble  to  the  action  of  the  canae  mentioned.  That  cold  produces 
bronchitis,  is  the  exception,  rather  than  the  rule. 

While  Dr.  Greenbow  relates  not  a  few  cases  resulting  from  mechan- 
ical caases,  the  great  bulk  of  tbem  are  brought  forward  to  demon- 
strate the  very  intricate  relationship  existing  between  the  various 
forms  of  bronchial  inflammation,  and  the  gouty  dysoraaia,  and  it  is 
just  in  this  connection  that  our  author  evinces  great  cogency  of  rea- 
soning. 

His  arguments  to  establish  so  close  a  relationship  between  two  Buoh 
seemingly  different  patholo^cal  conditions,  are  not  at  all  specious,  but 
show  such  analytical  taot,  and  such  power  of  tracing  effeota  back  to 
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eaiues,  iheX  the^  seem  to  oarr;  conviction  witli  them,  and  we  feel  sl- 
moBt  compelled  to  BObsoTibe  ourBeWeB  belioTers. 

Since  the  history  of  medicine  began,  catarrhs  have  been  said  to 
ariie  from  exposure  to  cold,  Tagne  as  it  is  in  its  action.  On  the  inquiry 
being  made  by  suffererB  from  bronchitiB,  as  to  the  cause  of  their  trouble, 
practitioners  are  content  with  the  answer  that  it  arises  fVom  "taking 
cold."  The  lame  queation  has  been  asked,  and  the  same  aoswer  been 
given  fer  generations  back.  A  cold,  and  a  hrimchiti$,  have,  in  fact, 
become  synonymous  terms. 

As  has  been  remarked  before,  Dr.  Greenhow  is  opposed  to  this  ex- 
clusive view  as  to  the  causation  of  these  affections ;  and  bis  cases,  with 
the  dednctions  based  thereon,  indicate,  if  they  indicate  anything  at  all, 
that  we  must  look  a  little  further  for  it.  The  gouty  dyscrasia,  is,  with 
him,  a  powerful  factor  in  these  causations.  After  all,  may  not  other 
pulmonary  iDflammatiouB,  such  as  pneumonia  and  pleuriBy,  be  the  re- 
salts  of  some  profound  diathetic  or  constitutional  dieorder?  If  such 
be  the  case,  we  may  possibly  explain  the  beneficial  action  of  some  of 
the  therapeutic  agents  oft«n  brought  to  bear  against  them.  The  good 
effects  of  alkalies  in  acute  bronchitis,  and  of  the  iodide  of  potassiam 
in  the  chronic  form,  are  proverbial.  lDst«ad  of  referring  the  aotion 
of  these  remediea  to  some  vague  alterative  or  defibriniting  influence, 
may  we  not  attribute  it  to  a  directly  antidotal  or  eliminatlve  power? 

Bhenmatism  is,  also,  mentioned  as  being  in  some  manner  connected 
with  attacks  of  bronchitis,  but  not  so  fVequently  as  gout.  The  latter 
affection,  on  account  of  its  much  greater  frequency  in  England  than 
this  country,  may  play  a  very  prominent  part  in  its  aseociation  with 
bronchitis,  but  can  not  be  a  very  fruitful  source  of  the  affection  here. 
Rheumatism,  which  prevails  so  largely  in  our  country,  to  the  exclusion 
of  gout,  may  take  the  place  of  it,  in  its  broucbitic  tendencies. 

In  this  connection,  it  is  well  to  state  that  Dr.  Greenhow  is  not  al- 
together alone  in  his  views  as  to  the  relationship  existing  between 
rheumatism,  gout,  and  certain  pulmonary  affectjons;  for  Pollock,  in  his 
admirable  monograph  on  the  "  Elements  of  Prognosis  in  Consumption," 
states  distinctly  as  his  opinion,  that  the  tubercular,  rheumalao  and 
goaty  diatheses  are  closely  allied.  This  may,  in  a  manner,  explain 
the  remarkable  statement  of  our  author,  that  the  tubercular  dycrasia 
engenders  a  hereditary  tendency  to  bronchial  inflammationH,  and  that 
these,  in  their  turn,  may  give  rise  to  a  tubercular  taint.  Gout  and 
theomatism,  are,  as  it  were,  eandwiohed  In  between.  According  to 
this,  one  generation  may  possess  an  organic  weakness  of  the  respira- 
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tor;  npparaUiB,  evldencecl  hy  a  bronchitis,  which  will  transmit  to  a  sac- 
ceeding  generation  another  organic  weakness  in  the  fonn  of  phthisis; 
gout  and  rheumatism  heiog  mere  modifications  of  the  same  diathesis, 
hut  spending  their  force  on  different  tissues. 

The  assertion  that  hronchitia  engenders  phthisis,  and  phthisis  brou- 
chitis,  will  not  seem  orthodox  teaching  to  thoso  authorities  who  be- 
lieve in  their  mutually  protective  influence. 

Practitioners,  as  a  regnlar  thing,  are  too  apt  to  regard  bronchitis 
in  the  light  of  a  trivial  affection.  When  patients  with  some  chronic 
pulmonary  disorder  apply  to  them,  it  is  very  oommon  to  bear  the  med- 
ical adviser  say :  "  Vou  need  not  be  alarmed,  yon  only  have  a  little  bron- 
chitis." '  It  is  not  true  that  bronchitis  is  an  affection  which  is  to  be 
treated  lightly.  Pollowlng  in  its  train,  and  dependent  on  it  as  a  cause, 
are  many  morbid  conditions  which  tend  slowly,  but  only  too  surely,  to 
a  fatal  termination.  We  will  merely  mention  emphysema,  hypertrophy 
with  valvular  disease  of  the  heart,  disease  of  the  liver  and  renal  affec- 
tions. To  all  of  these,  as  resultants  of  bronchitis.  Dr.  Greenhow  en- 
forces attention. 

The  two  lectures  devoted  to  cardiac  affections,  develop  the  facta 
that  bronchitis  may  stand  in  a  causative  relation  to  disease  of  the 
tight  side  of  the  heart,  and  in  relation  of  effect,  to  disease  of  the  left 
side.  Bronchitis  in  the  one  case  being  a  cause  of  disease,  and  in  the 
other,  an  effect. 

The  author's  remarks  upon  emphysema  are  practical  and  instmo- 
tive.  After  reviewing  the  theories  of  Laeonec,  Jenner  and  others, 
as  to  the  causation  and  mechanism  of  emphysema,  he  clearly  states 
his  own.  While  he  thinks  it  may  arise,  in  some  instances,  from 
bronchitis,  asthma,  and  other  antecedent  diseases,  he  regards  it  as  of- 
tenestdue  to  an  organic  weakness  of  the  lung  tissue,  dependent  upon 
some  constitutional  or  diathetic  condition. 

There  is  nothing  particularly  new  in  his  selection  of  the  special 
remedies  for  bronchitis.  They  grow  naturally  out  of  his  peculiar 
Tiews  as  to  the  pathological  nature  of  the  affection,  being  mainly  tonio, 
antidotal  and  eliminative.  The  Hnctvre  of  larch,  which  seems  to  be  a 
favorite  remedy  with  him,  is  efficacious,  we  suppose,  like  all  the  other 
terebinthlnates,  without  the  objection  of  its  producing  nausea  and  irri- 
tation of  the  stomach  and  bowels. 

If  the  author  bnt  continues  his  investigations,  we  may  hope  that 
ho  will  effect  as  much  towards  the  elucidation  of  bronchitis  as  hare 
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tiiDM  of  Herttrd  and  Comeil,  Yillemin,  MUmeyer,  Wilion  Fox  «nd 
olbera  aocomplwlnd  for  it§  congener,  pntDOti&ry  pbtbtsis. 

We  close  our  notice  of  this  little  vork,  by  Bttting  that  we  bave 
naelj  ezperiouoed  so  mnoli  ploaanre  from  reading  any  production  as 
we  have  from  this.  To  tkose  wlio  ars  eepeoially  interested  in  the  etndj 
of  thie  class  of  affectione,  and  even  to  the  general  praotitioner,  we  will 
aa;  that  its  perasal  will  tallj  repay  ^m.  0.  B. 


THE  USE  OF  THE  LARYNGOSCOPE  IN  DISEASES  OP  THE 
THEOAT,  WITH  AN  ESSAY  ON  HOARSENESS,  LOSS  OF 
VOICE  AND  STRIDULOUS  BREATHING,  IN  RELATION 
TO  NERVO-MUSCULAR  AFFECTIONS  OF  THE  LARYNX. 

BT  KORXLI.   HAOKEMnK,   IT.   D., 

LandoD.,  M.  R.  O.  P  Pkjvteiu  to  Um  Ho^til  fin  IXhuh  ot  It*  Hhzat,  (to.    Rceond  IdlHoB. 

witb  wIdltlDiit,  and  a  chapter  oo  tbe  Xwnloallan  of  lbs  Nual  PiuaagH,  bj  J.  Soui  CoBU, 

If.  D.,aiiIhiiTDr  '■iDhaUUooi  luTlwruiintloaud  Prutloa,"  ate.  w.  IM.wlIli 

two  llthognpbic  pUua  ud  <lftr«De  lUutntloiii  od  wend.  PhluJnlptiU ; 

UiubiT  a  BluklatoD,  Uea.    ror  mK  bj  C.  P.  WIMw,  IndlUM- 

PdUi;  Bobert  Clukt  A  Oc,  dodnHtl.    Price,  (3.00, 

The  appearance  in  England  of  m  seeond  edition  of  Dr.  Haokenxie'a 
"Treatise  on  the  Use  of  the  Laryngoscope,"  within  a  comparatively 
short  period  afler  its  reprint  in  thia  eonntry,  has  reqnir^  the  Ameri- 
can pablishere  to  issue  a  new  edition  equally  complete,  l^is  comes 
to  ns  in  the  shape  of  a  handsome  volume,  printed  in  large  clear  type, 
on  fine  paper,  making  its  examination  a  pleasoie,  inatead  of  a  task  for 
overworked  eyes. 

The  favorable  T«oeption  awarded  to  the  first  edition  of  this  book, 
renders  praise  of  it  now  a  work  of  anpererogation,  therefore,  we  will 
simply  call  attention  to  the  new  matter  contMned  in  this  edition.  This 
eonsiete  of  "Additions  on  the  Use  of  the  Laiyngoscope,"  a  report  of 
seven^  interesting  oaees,  and  a  recent  eas^y  on  "  Hoarseness,  Less  of 
Voice,  and  Stridnlooa  Breathing,  iB  relation  to  Ncrvo-Hnacalar  Af- 
fections of  the  Larynx,"  by  Dr.  Mackeniie,  and  "Some  moT«  Explicit 
InstroctioM  with  regard  to  the  Manipnlalion  of  Laryngeal  Instru- 
ments," tc^ther  with  a  description  of  some  which  are  more  readily 
proenrabte  in  thia  eonntry  than  those  described  by  Dr.  Haekeaiie,  and 
whieh  experience  has  proved  moat  serriceable,  "Additions  on  Apho- 
nia," with  innstratire  eases,  and  a  chapter  on  "Examination  of  tho 
Nasal  Passages,"  by  the  AmericM  editor,  Dr.  J.  8olia€oben,  of  Phil- 
adelphia. 
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Then  is  now  no  diTision  of  Beatiment  among  the  intelligent  mev 
ben  of  the  profeision  in  relation  to  the  valuable  aid  afforded  bj  the 
"art  of  laiyogoBcopj,"  in  the  diagnosiB  and  keatment  of  diMases  or 
the  larynx.  To  all  irfao  now  praotioe,  or  wonld  acquire  this  art,  wo 
most  warmly  rooommend  the  work  we  have  jaat  examined. 

J.  R.  W, 


JOINED  TWINS— THE  OBSTBTRICAL  AND  SURQICAL  MAN- 
AGEMENT, WITH  REMARKS. 

Br  A.  B,  COOK,  A.  H.,  U.  D., 
rrpfciM  ot  Iha  Friaclplca  ud  Pneliea  of  BornrT,  Kntudijr  Bchool  of  Hadldu.    LonlniU*, 

This  pamphlet  pm  die  history  of  the  delivery  of  a  case  of  joined 
twins,  in  the  practice  of  E.  C.  Bright,  of  Eminence,  Kentucky,  in  1865, 
•  description  of  the  monstrosity  after  it  was  delivered,  and  the  reaalts 
of  a,po$t-morleKi  inspection  of  the  dead  bodies. 

Some  attention  is  given  to  the  general  consideration  of  human 
monstroratiee,  together  vitii  the  roles  wbieh  should  guide  the  acconoheor 
in  attendance  on  their  delivery;  and  the  brochure  closes  with  a  dia- 
ousrion  of  the  condition  of  the  Siamese  Twins,  and  tiie  propriety  of 
their  separation  by  snrgical  art,  deciding  pointedly  against  such  an 
Operation  while  the  twins  both  have  health  and  comfort.  We  do  not 
join  the  author  in  his  reasoning  ot  conelnsion  about  the  Siamese  Twins ; 
but  recommend  the  pamphlet  as  a  valuable  monograph  on  the  subjoot 
of  human  monsters.  *  J.  F.  H. 


MEDICAL  COMMUNICATIONS,  WITH  THE  PROCEEDINQS 
OF  THE  SBTENTy-SIXTH  ANNUAL  CONVENTION  OP 
THE  CONNECTICUT  MEDICAL  SOCIETY,  HELD  AT  NEW 
HAVEN,  MAT  27  AND  28, 1868. 

K*w.H>inD:  PabUik«lbraioBoelat7.    M-mm  0.  Vmia,  U.  B.,  iKtMnT- 

These  comiDunioations,  together  with  the  tranaactionB  proper,  make 
a  handsome  volume  of  two  hundred  and  eight  pages.  The  "annual 
address"  of  the  president,  Dr.  C.  Woodward,  of  Middletown,  has  for 
itssutgeot,  "ourOrgauisatian,itsRelationsandRespoBBibilities."  The 
distinctive  characteristics  of  the  founders  of  the  society,  the  claims 
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the  oouminity  hu  upon  it,  And  ita  ftitnre  imprOTemeat  4ii(l  adrftnce- 
meot,  are  tbo  tapica  diHaned  in  this  address,  which  MtnlAitis  more  pith 
Mid  valae  thaa  similar  addresses  osnallj  do. 

Dr.  H.  A.  OaniDgton,  of  New  HaTen,  oontribsteB  an  article  en  the 
"  RelatioD  of  Theory  to  Practice."  A  correct  estimate  of  the  value  of 
theory  to  practice  ia  aiade.  The  iliffsrenoe  between  reoeiTiog  a  theory 
"merely  ae  a  proTisional  statement  or  ezplaaatlon,  the  tmth  of  which 
remaiDB  to  be  estAbtiahed  "  by  experiment  or  otherwise,  and  of  taking 
the  theory ^of  this  or  that  one  as  "the  nllamate  expiession  of  truth," 
and  thus  becoming  purtieaHS  instead  of  seeken,  is  clearly  ahowo. 

The  author  thinks  "that one  of  the  moat  encouraging  signs  of  prom- 
ise in  the  medioal  world  is  this,  that  schools  and  systems,  theories  and 
hypotheses,  find  so  few  heated,  bigoted  paitisans;  and  that  the  proi^s- 
tion,  as  a  whole,  stands  so  far  above  the  narrowneaa  of  sectaiiauism." 

The  third  wtiole,  on  "Army  Hygiene,"  is  by  Dr.  K.  Bartholow,  tt 
Cincinnati.  To  this  essay  was  awarded  the  "Jewett"  prise  offerediW 
the  beat  essay  on  the  question,  "  By  what  Hygienic  Means  may  the 
Health  of  Armies  be  best  Freserred?"  This  is  a  lengthy  and  very 
valuable  paper.  Dr.  B.  is  familiar  with  his  subject,  and  has  done  it 
and  himself  justice  in  this  essay.  The  oonclusions  arrived  at  after  a 
earef^l  survey  of  the  whole  ground,  are  expressed  in  the  following 
summary: 

"  1.  The  mtnimam  age  of  the  men  composing  an  army,  ahould  be  twenty- 
five,  lo  addition  to  the  ordinary  Teqairemenla  of  reemiting  r«Kulationi,  the 
inflnenae  of  diathesis  and  caoheziaa  over  the  health  sod  physical  stamina, 
should  be  considered. 

"  2.  In  the  traininK  of  reoniits,  the  conditions  of  the  military  service 
should  approach  as  nearly  as  possible,  to  those  of  civil  life.  As  the  mortaHty 
of  this  period  is  greatly  in  excess  of  the  other  periods  of  military  life,  spa- 
eial  hygienic  preoautioos  shoold  be  taken  as  respects  habitations,  diet,  cloth- 
ing, exeroise,  amusemcDts,  etc. 

''  3.  As  the  chief  danger  to  the  health  of  the  soldier  arises  from  orowd- 
poisoning,  soorbataa,  malaria,  a  morbiBc  eanae  eeuponndsd  of  these,  and 
from  contagions  and  epidemic  diseases,  the  sanitary  regolatioDS  of  armies 
should  be  especially  directed  to  the  avoidance  of  the  evils  of  permanent 
esmpe  and  barracks  1  to  the  providing  a  varied  and  ample  diet,  to  matitating 
the  moat  approved  meaanrea  of  private  and  pnblic  hygiene,  and  to  enforcing 
police  laws  against  the  spread  of  probable  symotic  oiseases." 

The  fourdi  article  is  the  "Buseell  prize  essay."  This  is  also  by 
Dr.  Bartholow,  and  is  on  the  "  Therapentioa)  Uses  and  Abuses  of 
Quinia  and  ita  Salts."  We  think  that  the  majority  of  the  profession 
will  not  be  likely  to  accept  as  true  all  the  concIusioDS  arrived,  at  ia 
this  essay;  yet  we  believe  that  the  best  obaervera  will  endorse  them. 

The  fifth  paper  is  on  the  "Treatment  of  Paralysis  by  Hypodermic^ 
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Injections  of  Stryehnioe,  with  remarks  on  Infantile  Faley,"  b;  Dr. 
M.  G.  EcheTBTria,  Superintendent  of  tite  Habopao  Honae  for  epilep* 
tics  and  paralytics,  at  Lalie  Hahopao,  Ne«  York.  This  is  a  valua- 
ble and  interesting  paper,  and  gentlemen  interested  in  the  subject  will 
do  well  to  consult  it. 

The  sixth  paper  is  bj  Dr.  8.  G.  Hubbard,  of  New  HaTen,  and  eom- 
priaes  "Obaervatibna,  Ante-Mortem  and  Post-Hortem,  upon  tiie  ease 
of  the  late  Prendent  Day."  This  paper  contains  a  clear  and  concise 
deecription  of  an  highly  interestiDg  and  instruotiTe  case. 

The  Seventh  paper  is  on  the  "  Relation  of  Albuminuria  to  Puerperal 
GonvtilsioiiB,"  by  Dr.  P.  U.  Hastings,  of  Hartford.  This  paper  con- 
tains nothing  new,  and  is  mainly  taken  np  with  a  report  of  oases,  and 
a  consideration  of  the  treatment  of  puerperal  esolampsia. 

Dr.  H.  PierpoDt,  of  New  Haven,  presents  a  paper  describing  a  case 
of  "Ichthyosis  Saariderma  Spynosum,"  occurring  in  a  girl  ten  years 
old.  No  new  bets  concerning  the  pathology  of  this  rare  disease  are 
made  known. 

The  last  seientifio  paper  in  this  volume  is  by  Dr.  E.  F.  Coates,  and 
^ves  an  aeeonnt  of  an  intereatang  caae  of  "Traumatic  Lesion  of  tho 
Kuee-Joiot." 

The  remainder  of  the  volnme  ia  taken  up  with  biographical  notices, 
reports  of  committees,  proceedinga,  ete.  J.  R.  W. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Nbw  Tokk  Citt,  FsBBUAaY  15, 1869. 
Dea&  Jodrnal:  The  annual  report  of  the  Metropolitan  Board  of 
Health,  being  their  third  report,  has  recently  been  published,  and  is  a 
most  interestii^  document.  Our  oitj  has,  fortunately,  been  visited  with 
no  epidemic  diseases  during  the  past  year.  The  mortality  among  inftnts, 
however, has  been  exceedingly  great,  especially  of  th(»e  under  one  year  of 
age.  From  ane-fouith  to  one-half  of  the  whole  mortality  for  the  year  is 
to  be  found  among  children  under  one  year  old,  and,  in  some  parts  of  the 
city,  eighty  per  cent,  of  the  mortality  occurs  in  the  infant  population. 
The  city  and  county  of  New  York  show  a  total  mortality  for  the  year, 
of  twenty-five  thouaand,  four  hundred  and  fifty-nine,  and  Brooklyn, 
nine  thousand  and  fifteen  deaths. 
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AecordiDg  to  ttis  Begistnr,  durii^  the  p«st  forty  jun  we  hare 
kod  no  nunmBr  so  hot,  dainp  and  nnbealtbfnl  as  was  the  last. 

"A  separate  epeeial  hktory  of  deatiis  in  teaement-honaee  is  made 
■p,  week  by  week,  in  the  Borean  of  Vital  Statistios,  and  the  number 
and  canHB  of  deaths  in  every  aneh  hoaee,  oonatitnte  important  ele- 
ments in  aanitary  maps,  which  are  prepared  for  the  use  of  the  Board 
and  its  offioers,  as  well  as  for  future  reference  and  analjeis.  An  im- 
proTement  in  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  tenement'honaa  popula- 
tion, and  a  decrease  in  the  rate  of  mortality,  must  continue  to  be  the 
remit  of  the  constant  inspection,  bj  the  officers  of  this  board,  of  this 
class  of  dwellings,  and  of  the  thorough  enforcement  of  the  wise  provis- 
ions  of  the  tenement- house  act." 

The  report,  after  disposing  of  the  subject  of  markets,  slaughter- 
houses, streets,  returns  of  coroners,  foundlings  and  nnrseriea,  takes  up 
the  subject  of  public  baths,  which,  in  svoh  a  city  as  onra,  can  only  be 
regarded  as  a  great  sanitary  necessity.  The  experiment  in  other  cities 
has  been  eminently  successful.  Public  baths  were  first  erected  in 
Boston,  in  1660,  and  in  1867,  twelve  were  in  operation,  at  which,  dur- 
ing the  summer,  eight  hundred  and  seven  thousand,  two  hundred  and 
one  baths  were  given. 

Daring  the  past  year,  over  seven  thousand  patients  were  treated  at 
Bellevue  Hospital  for  various  ailments,  five  thousand,  eight  hundred 
of  whom  were  admitted  to  the  wards  of  the  hospital.  The  out-do«r 
poor  department  shows  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  patients 
treated.  Of  this  class  of  patients,  ten  thousand,  one  hundred  and 
twelve  were  treated  year  before  last,  while  twenty-five  tiiousand,  Ave 
hundred  and  fifty-seven  were  treated  last  year.  This  well  ehoiu  the 
extension  of  the  oeefulnese  of  the  institution,  as  well  as  the  growth  of 
poverty.  At  this  ont-door  relief  department,  whioh  is  intended  for 
those  whose  diseases  do  not  require  the  treatment  afforded  by  a  hospital, 
there  are  twenty  consulting  and  twenty  attending  physicians  and  sur- 
geons. "The  oases  treated  and  classified  as  follows:  Diseases  of  the 
cheat,  digestive  system,  nervous  system,  urinary  system,  skin,  eye  and 
ear,  women,  children,  orthopedic  surgery,  and  general  sui^ry.  To 
each  of  these  classes  two  physicians  or  surgeons  are  assigned.  They 
attend  at  certain  hours  each  day,  and  prescribe  for  those  who  may 
present  themselves.  The  medicines  are  prepared  by  the  apothecary  of 
the  institution,  and  are  fuiuished  gratuitously.  Such  patients  as  re- 
quire reet  and  continuous  attention,  are  transfeiBed  to  the  hospital  of 
the  department."  ,  .  , 
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The  OBeAilneu  of  the  Horgne  u  ehovn  by  the  f»ot  that  one  huD* 
dred  and  forty-nine  bodies  were  bronght  there  during  the  yekr,  of 
whom  MTeoty -eight  were  recognised  bj  Uieir  frieudB.  This  year  pho- 
tographs will  be  taken  of  all  bodies  brought  to  the  Hoigne,  and  then, 
even  after  bnrial,  thej  may  be  reoogniied  by  their  friends,  and  takea 
poMOBsion  of. 

The  Commissioners  of  Pnblio  Charities  and  Correotion  have  psr- 
ehased  Heart's  Island  of  the  general  government  for  seTeaty-five  thoa- 
sand  dollars.  It  is  intended  to  ose  it  as  a  "potter's  field."  The 
boildings  erect«d  by  the  general  goTernment  on  the  island,  doring  the 
war,  and  whiob  still  remain,  are  said  to  have  cost  over  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 

The  following  figures  of  onr  great  metropolis,  recently  published, 
may  not  be  uninteresting  to  yon  of  the  great  West: 

The  total  number  of  persons  nnit«d  in  marriage  in  the  eity  in  a 
year,  is  seventeen  thousand;  of  births,  thir^-one  thousand;  of  deaths, 
twenty-three  thousand,  four  hundred  and  forty-three;  of  dwellii^ 
honses,  fifty-four  thousand,  three  hundred  and  thirty-eight;  of  fami- 
lies, one  hundred  and  fifty-five  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  seven; 
there  are  nearly  three  itunilies,  on  an  average,  to  every  dwelling ;  nearly 
fifteen  persons  to  every  dwelling.  There  are  eighteen  thousand,  five 
hundred  and  eighty-two  tenant  houses,  containing  four  hundred  and 
eighty-six  thousand  persons;  ei^  taxes  are  twenty-four  millions  dol- 
lars a  year;  money  spent  in  publio  amasementa  amoants  to  seven  mil- 
lions dollars  a  year;  for  the  support  of  the  public  schools,  three  mil- 
lions dollars;  for  police,  two  millions,  six  hundred  thonaand  dollars. 
Seventeen  thousand  emigrants  land  per  month  at  Castle  Garden ;  there 
are  four  hundred  and  thirty  churches,  chapels  and  missions,  with  ac- 
commodations for  three  hundred  thousand  persons;  the  number  of 
licensed  drinking  saloons  is  five  thousand,  two  hundred  and  three.  By 
actual  count,  the  number  of  visits  made  to  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  drinking  saloons,  daring  twenty-four  hours,  was  found  to  be 
twenty-nine  thousand,  nine  hundred  and  fifty.  At  this  rat«,  the  total 
visits  made  to  five  thousand,  two  hundred  and  three  saloons  amount  to 
two  hundred  and  fifty-three  millions,  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one 
thousand,  five  hundred  and  twenty-eight  a  year.  The  amount  of  mo- 
ney received  at  the  two  hundred  and  twenty-three  saloons  named  above, 
in  a  week,  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  forty-one  dollars  and  fifty- 
three  cents  for  each.  At  this  rate,  the  total  receipts  of  five  thousand, 
two  hundred  and  three  saloons,  for  the  year,  would  ba  ti^irty-eight 
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milUoiis,  two  hundred  And  niaety-one  tbovund,  htgd  tmndred  and 
ninety  dollmn  and  sixty-eiglit  cents.  The  officers  of  the  United  States 
BeveuBe  Department  estimate  the  total  amount  of  retail  liquor  sales 
to  be  sixtj-etght  millions  dollars.  The  latest  police  reports  state  that 
there  are  Sre  hvndred  sod  twen^-fiTe  homes  of  prostitution,  ninety- 
nine  honses  of  assignation,  thirtj-three  saloons  vhere  waiter-girls  at- 
tend, and  two  thousand  and  seventy  public  prostitutes. 

Total  number  of  arrests  by  the  Metropolitan  Police,  for  the  year, 
eighty  thousand,  five  hundred  and  thirty-two. 

Arrests  for  orimee  of  violenee,  eighty  thonsaad  and  ux^-two; 
eommiUoents  to  the  city  prison,  fortj-seven  thousand,  six  hundred  and 
forty-six;  lodgings  nirnished  at  public  stations,  one  hundred  and  five 
thousand,  four  hundred  and  ten;  lost  children  taken  care  of  by  the 
police,  fire  thousand,  nine  hundred  and  seventy -nine. 

Out-door  poor  relieved,  twenty  thousand,  three  hundred  and  ninety. 
In  the  prieons,  hoepitsls,  eto.,  under  the  care  of  tiie  GommissionerB  of 
Public  Charities  and  Correction,  there  were  ninety  thousand,  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  persons  relieved  during  the  year. 

A  free  oourse  of  lectures  on  Ophthalmology,  is  being  given  to  phy- 
sieianB  and  medical  stndente,  on  the  first  Saturday,  and  the  second, 
third  and  fourth  Tuesdays  of  each  month,  at  8  p.  H.,  by  Dr.  John  P. 
Oarrish,  at  bis  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  66  West  Thirty-fourth  street, 
comer  of  Broadway.     Daily  clinics  are  also  held  there  at  2  p.  K. 

Not  being  entirely  satisfied  with  their  present  looadon  down  Broad- 
way, in  oonneotion  with  the  New  Tork  Hospital,  the  trustees  of  the 
University  Medical  College  have  been  endeavoring,  for  some  time  back, 
to  secure  a  proper  locality  in  the  upper  part  of  the  city  for  building  a 
new  medical  college.  They  have  at  length  succeeded  in  purchasing  a 
lot  opposite  Bellevue  Hospital,  and  intend  erecting  a  fine  edifice  there, 
which  will  be  ready  to  be  occupied  by  the  coming  fall.  This  will  he 
a  fine  move  for  the  nniversity,  as  it  will  then,  on  account  of  its  prox- 
imity to  Bellevue  Hospital,  be  able  to  present  to  its  students  those  hos- 
pital advantages  that  have  made  Bellevue  Medical  College  so  popular. 
The  many  ftiends  of  the  good  old  university,  the  snnals  of  which  have 
been  rendered  ever  illnetrious  by  such  names  as  Mott,  Gross,  Pattison, 
Dickson,  Bcvere,  Bartlett,  Meredith  Clymer,  John  T.  Metcalfe  and 
others,  as  teachers,  and  by  ita  long  array  of  distinguished  gradu- 
ates, who  are  each  year  adding  new  lustre  to  its  name,  will  heartily 
njoica  at  this  projected  change. 

The  Medical  Record  says:  "We  are  pleased  to  team  that  a  strong 
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effort  is  being  m&de  to  collect  taaie  for  the  etMtion  of  b  siutable 
bnlldiog  for  the  lues  of  the  medical  profeasioo  of  thU  oitj.  The  in- 
itiative has  been  Tety  properly  taken  by  the  Aoademy  of  Medicine, 
which  hu  sppointed  a  committee  of  ways  «nd  means,  composed  of 
'  its  most  responsible  members,  who  have  ihe  power  to  BoUoit  and  col- 
lect ftinds,  select  a  site,  and  erect  the  buildings  snitsble  not  ooJy  for 
present  wants,  but  also  the  fhtwe  ezigeneies  of  &e  profession.  Th» 
immense  utility  of  such  a  central  organisatioD  ss  this  mnst  prove  to  be, 
if  the  design  be  carried  out,  will  be  acknowledged  by  every  one  inter- 
ested, and  can  not  ful  to  call  forth  a  liberal  pecsniary  support." 

A  new  "Medico -Forensic  Society"  has  recently  been  organised  in 
New  York,  the  object  being  to  render  medical  jnrispmdence  junilisr 
to  physicians  and  lawyer*.'  Hock  conrls  will  be  held,  and  cases  regu- 
larly tried.  Meetings  are  held  on  Uie  first  i»d  third  Wednesday  eve- 
nings of  each  month.  The  following  officers  have  been  elected :  John 
Beach,  M.  D.,  President;  W.  B.  Putney  and  Wm.  Gibson,  Vice  PresJ- 
dente;  W.  J.  Wright, H.  D.,  Recording  Secretary;  C.  C.  Terry,  H.  D., 
Oorreeponing  Secretary;  Charles  S.  Briddon,  Treasurer. 

During  last  Ml  St.  Lake's  Hospital  hdd  its  uinth  anniversary. 
Last  year  one  thousand  and  ^eaty-Beven  patienia  were  treated,  one 
hundred  and  seventy-two  of  whom  were  children.  The  deaths  num- 
bered one  hundred  and  thirty-seven.  Of  these  fiily  were  of  scroiu- 
lous  consumptioD,  eleven  of  Bright'e  disease  of  the  kidneys,  and  eight 
of  cardiac  disease.  Other  ailments  caused  the  death  of  only  5om  one 
to  four  persons  each.  Dr.  Muhlenberg,  the  superintendent  of  the  hos- 
pital, in  a  few  remarks,  said  the  title  of  St.  JohnUnd  was  given  to 
four  hundred  acres  of  land,  five  miles  from  Northport,  L.  X.,  purchased 
two  years  ago.  It  was  independent  of  St  Luke's  Hospital.  A  honso 
had  been  built  upon  the  spot  by  benevolent  individuals,  with  a  view 
of  ultimately  cresting  a  home  for  aged  and  infirm  men ;  but  at  present 
it  would  be  devoted  to  children. 

St.  Luke's  Hospilal,  situated  on  Fifty-fonrdi  street,  between  Fifth 
and  Sixth  avenues,  was  incorporated  in  the  year  1850,  mainly  through 
the  efi'orts  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  W.  H.  Muhlenberg,  then  pastor  of  the 
church  of  the  Holy  Communion,  and  at  the  presest  time  pastor  sml 
■uperinteudent  of  the  hospital.  It  was  not  until  May  ISth,  1868; 
however,  that  the  institution  was  ready  for  the  reception  of  patieRts. 

"The  hospital  building  is  plaoed  en  the  northern  part  of  a  plat  of 
two  hundred  feet  wide,  and  four  hundred  feet  long,  leaving  six  hut- 
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dted  feet  for  court  yard.  The  principal  front  ia  on  WifXy-toaiih  sbeet, 
facing  Bontb,  and  extending  eant  and  vest  two  hundred  and  eighty 
feet  in  length.  The  general  plan  of  the  edifice  ia  an  oblong  paritllelo- 
gram,  with  winga  at  each  end,  and  a  central  chapel,  flanked  with  tow- 
ers. The  elev&tiona  of  the  several  fronts,  even  to  the  members  of  the 
cornices,  ar«  of  square  red  brick."  The  wards  of  the  hospital  are  one 
hundred  and  nine  feet  long,  twenty-six  feet  wide,  and  fourteen  fe»t 
high.  Each  bed  has  one  thousand  and  ninety-two  cubic  feet  of  atmos- 
phere. The  great  distinctive  feature  of  the  institution  is  the  central 
ohapel.  This  has  accommodations  for  about  four  hundred  persons,  Ee 
eighty-four  feet  long,  thirty-four  feet  wide,  and  forty  feet  high.  Here 
leligioiu  serriees  are  regularly  held. 

There  are  four  attending  and  consulting  physicians,  three  attending 
knd  four  consulting  surgeons,  s  resident  surgeon  and  physician  and 
his  aseistant,  an  ezamiuing  physician,  and  a  pathological  cabinet.  Th« 
board,  for  those  who  are  able  to  pay,  is  seven  dollars  per  week  for 
kdnlts,  and  four  dollars  for  children,  for  whom  a  speoial  ward  is  appro- 
priated. No  contagious  diseases  are  admitted.  Many  patients  are 
maintained  on  charity  beds,  to  endow  one  of  which,  costs  three  thous- 
and dollars,  or  three  hundred  dollars  annually.  There  are  fifty-Sn 
charity  beds  in  all.  Although  this  hospital  is  under  Episcopal  anspioeBt 
still  patients  are  admitted  without  regard  to  religious  creed.  This  is 
truly  one  of  our  noblest  charities. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

Jahbb  B.  Svbwit,  M.  D. 


LETTER  FROM  DK.  CATLIN. 

T.  Pakyis,  M.  D. — DcAK  DocroE:  My  letter  to  you,  published  in 
the  December  number  of  your  Journal,  was  so  exclusiTcly  a  statement 
of  facta  that  I  did  not  anticipate  it  could  be  disputed;  I  have  just 
seen  Dr.  McElroy's  letter,  in  your  January  number,  attempting  to 
ridicule  and  question  my  statements. 

I  did  not  attempt  to  give  general  lostruction  respeoting  the  nse  of 
the  hypodermic  injection,  or  the  doses  of  morphine  to  be  used  in  diSer- 
ent^kiods  of  cases.  I  only  stated  a  few  cases  and  their  happy  results ; 
though  I  remarked  at  the  close  of  my  letter^  "It  is  perfectly  safe 
when  judiciously  admiulBteied." 
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I  iiave,  u  I  wrote,  gj»d  the  hypodennio  syringe,  Bince  1860,  in  % 
gMftt  variety  of  cases,  earrjiDg  my  sjrrtDge  with  me  as  constantly  as  I 
do  my  lancet,  ftnd  nsing  it  fifty  times  more  freqneatly. 

I  do  not  remember  more  than  one  or  two  caaes  where  the  least  nn- 
pleasant  effect  followed.  Hy  practice  is  to  deal  oat  a  dose  of  mor- 
phine in  powder,  dissolTe  it  in  rain  or  distilled  wat«r.  I  often  oarry 
with  me  grain  doses,  carefully  weighed,  nfflng  the  whole  or  aoch  part 
as  I  tad  necessary.  At  other  times,  as  in  the  case  of  TOmiting  in  preg- 
nancy, when  I  stated  that  about  half  a  grain  was  lued,  I  select  the 
dose  without  weighing,  bat  an  experience  of  over  forty  years  enables 
me  to  do  it  with  great  aoenracy. 

I  purchase  my  morphine  of  Sisson  &.  Butler,  Hartford,  Conneoti- 
oat.,  some  of  the  best  druggists  in  the  country,  whose  sales  extend  to 
the  West  as  well  as  Bast.  My  patients  were  none  of  them  opiam 
eaters  or  drunkards. 

In  my  letter  of  November  19,  1S68,  I  write,  page  eeren  hundred 
and  seyeaty-nine,  in  your  Journal:  "From  that  time  I  have  treated 
every  ease  in  the  same  way,  and  they  have  been  cared  in  ten  or  fifteen 
minutes."  In  my  manuscript  I  say  every  ttvere  case.  The  omission  of 
this  word  I  observed  on  first  reading  the  printed  copy,  but  did  not 
think  it  necessary  to  request  you  to  correct  it  in  the  next  number. 
Indeed,  I  might  have  emitted  the  qualifying  word  in  copying  the  ar- 
tiole  for  the  press. 

The  cases  which  I  stated  were  all  severe  cases,  where  no  judioioas 
praetidoner  woald  have  hesitated  in  giving,  years  ago,  a  grain  of  mor- 
phine, or  two  or  three  grains  of  opium,  by  the  month, 

Whatever  may  be  said  or  written,  the  facts  remain  the  same.  Hy 
patients  are  relieved  in  ten  nuautes,  asleep  in  twenty,  arc  well  the  next 
day;  suffer  no  inconvenience  fVom  secondary  effects  of  morphine — 
(never  having  witnessed  the  slightest  in  cases  of  cholera  mor(ui.) 

Dr.  McElroy's  patient  obtained  partial  relief  in  three  miuntes,  "but 
the  lower  extremities  were  still  very  painful.  *  *  The  sick  stomach 
continued."  "Before  eight  o'clock  she  was  asleep,"  something  less 
than  one  and  a  half  hours  after  the  injection,  though,  fVom  the  record, 
she  was  visited  three  days  after  this. 

Ko  amount  of  ridicule  will  alter  the  facts.  THcy  speak  for  them- 
selves. With  much  respect,  yours  truly, 

B.  H.  Catwn,  M.  D. 
Heridkn,  Fzb&dakt  12, 18G9. 


iMjCoot^lc 


EDITORIAL  AND  MEDICAL  NEWS. 


A  DiaTiNGitiBHES  Citizen  of  Indiana  died  at  IndianapolJB  some  two 
veeks  since,  a  few  hoars  after  taking  about  one-balf  of  a  mixture  con- 
tuning  eight  Dunoea  of  brandy,  twenty  grains  of  qninine,  and  one  onnce 
of  IJnctDre  of  gelBeminnm.  The  doae  directed  by  the  physician  who 
preBGiibed  this  mixture  was,  a  table-spooulU  every  two  hours. 

As  to  the  condition  of  the  party  prescribed  for,  all  our  knowledge 
ia  derived — as  are  the  atatementa  above — fi«m  newspaper  accounts  of 
the  eyent.  According  to  one  paper,  he  "had  been  suffering  for  sev- 
eral days  from  nervous  proatration."  According  to  another,  "he  had 
been  ill  for  some  weeks,  and  latterly  had  been  drinking  quite  hard.  It 
is  atated  that  for  four  or  five  days  he  had  not  tasted  solid  food,  snh- 
aiating  entirely  on  intoxicating  liquors." 

We  apprehend  it  is  not  assuming  too  much  to  say  that  this  patient 
was  laboring  under  aleoholum.  Letting  this  be  assumed,  two  or  three 
questions  are  snggested.  Was  this  patient  in  a  condition  to  be  trusted 
with  any  medicine  powerful  in  its  effects?  Was  he  fit  to  be  trusted  by 
himself  even?  And  knowing  that  alcoholism  when  fatal,  generally  is 
so  from  coma,  asphyxia,  syncope,  or  exhaustion,  was  gelseminnm  a 
suitable  medicine  in  such  a  case?  Here  are  statements  of  different 
authorities  as  to  the  action  of  this  agent: 

"From  the  acconnti  f^Wen  by  varioni  authors  of  the  effeota  of  yetlow- 
jaamine,  it  appears  to  be  a  nerroui  and  arterial  ■edalive,  without  nasaeating 
or  pni^ativfl  properties,  bat  sometimes  oansiog  diaphoretis,  eapeciaJIy  in 
febrile  diieases.  In  moderate  doses  it  produces  agreeable  BenBations  of  lan- 
guor, with  muBcnlar  relaxation,  bo  that  the  patient  finds  Bome  difficult  in 
morinx  the  eyelids,  and  keepini;  Ihe  jaws  oloied.  More  larj^el;  taken,  it 
ooeaaioDB  diiiincM,  dimneM  of  vision,  dilated  popil,  general  muBcnlar  debU- 
ity,  and  nniver«al  proBtraiion ;  reducing  the  freqnenoj  end  force  of  tlie  palaa, 
and  the  frequency  of  reepiratlon,  and  prodncing  insensibilitj  to  pain;  but 
withont  stupor  or  delirium.  After  a  abort  time,  these  aymptome  pass  oK 
leavinf  no  unpleasant  effucts.  It  usnallv  begins  to  act  in  half  an  hoar,  and 
ceaaes  to  act  after  one  or  two  hoari.  It  Is,  no  doubt,  capable  of  producing 
death  in  over  doses." — UniUd  S(aUt  IHtpmtatory. 

*  "  Death  has  followed  the  employment  of  what  was  sapposed  the  tinotura 
of  eelsemiDDm,  in  a  few  inBlancea.  and  farther  inveBtigations  are  required 
to  determine  its  probable  cause,  and  whether  this  agent  will  prodace  any  (ktal 

wkabl*,  u  thla  a- 

Be  to  UTTna  inlHd  op  In  Ih*  TIrtHnu  oh  dF  luitun.    Ob- 

jlfu  u  Willi  word  tha  rtiuin  whkli  nbin  1  k,  loc.  Id  tlx  tUrt 

ihlch  la  In  Iroubia  ai  to  ovDonbip— as  hr  u  nanmar  can  jotda  ni  it  rahn  to 
Ich  cradnallj  paa  oir  In  a  fow  hoani"  "btal  iwdti  In  Urn  >ud>«lBal  4aM*" 
an  abaord  aipraaalon  (Wt  It  naaAi  no  coBuunt.  ,  -~  t 
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reintts  id  larj^e  mediciDitl  dotiea.         «         •  *         Gelieminiim  ii,  nn- 

doubledly,  kti  anriTB.Ied  febrifugp,  and  which  Appears  to  be  dependent  npon 
ils  relnxing  and  aniispanuodio  propertiea.  Whetlier  it  is  a  narcoiio  is  not 
jet  satisfiiotoriiy  ciplnined.  *  *  *  Its  effects  are  clnuded  vieioD, 
doable  ti'tthtednesR,  or  even  anmplete  pmstration.  and  inabilit;  to  open  the 
ejefi,  and  whif^b  erndnallj  pass  off  in  a  tew  hours,  lesTJnp;  the  patient  n- 
fmbed  and  completelj  restored.  »        »        »        jf  csrried  to  tach  an 

extent  that  the  patient  ean  not  open  his  eyea,  the  relasation  may  be  too  greftt 
for  the  syHtem  to  recoTer  from,  hence  its  use  should  cease  as  toan  as  the 
•jniptonis  above  named  have  b«en  prodnaad. 

"  The  tincture  is  the  form  in  which  it  ia  employed.  The  dose  ia  from  tea 
to  fitly  dropa  in  a  wine  ^Inss  half  TuU  of  water,  to  be  repeated  every  two 
hours." — Amerietn  THtpenaatory. 

"  Posacased  of  narcotic  properties  to  a  very  considerable  dep-eo,"  •  • 
many  employ  the  tincture  of  the  root  in  fevers.  It  acta  in  a  similar  manner 
to  difritalia  and  V,  viride,  with  the  addition  of  some  narcotic  property.  It 
has  to  be  uaed  with  oaution  on  these  aoconnts,  and  because  it  induces  delir- 
iam  in  overdose." — Euavrcti  of  the  Southern  FUld*  and  Forttlt,  bj/  Dr. 
Francit  Feyre  Forcher. 

However,  without  diBcussing  these  interrogatories,  beeaose  Uiere 
are  details  in  reference  to  the  death — how  soon  it  occurred,  what  symp- 
toms marked  its  approach,  et  cetera — and  facts  which  a  poit-morUm 
examination  that  ought  to  have  been  made  in  the  interests  of  medicine 
tt  least,  would  have  discovered,  which  are  wanting  to  us,  we  wish  to 
make  this  positive  and  general  asseition,  that  the  administration  of 
^cohol  to  a  patient  suffering  with  alcoholitm,  is  wrong,  both  on  scien- 
tific and  moral  grounds ;  and  this  position  is  taken  without  special  refer- 
ence to  the  case  above  mentioned.  We  imagine  that  hemlock  is  not 
often  given  for  paraplegia,  strychnia  for  tetanus,  or  ergot  for  excessive 
uterine  contraction;  and  if  alcoholic  stimulants  have  been  resorted  to 
ftequentl;  in  the  treatment  of  the  disease  in  question,  it  has  been  from 
srroneouB  views  of  its  pathology,  and  probably  the  practice  has  been  ma 
successful  in  furnishing  victims  for  the  undertaker  aa  has  that  which  ad- 
ministered opium  larga  manu'iu  the  same  disorder — each  plan  is  fraught 
with  incalculable  mischief.  We  often  think  of  the  anecdote  told  fay 
Dr.  Thcophilus  Thomson,  ne  believe,  of  an  old  lady  upwards  of  eighty, 
who  was  suffering  with  fatal  disease,  and  for  the  prolongation  of  whoM 
life  the  doctor  was  urging  the  free  administration  of  alcoholic  stimu- 
lants, when  she  uttered  the  urgent  request,  "Doctor,  let  me  go  home 
toher."  And  should  we  not  permit  our  patients,  when  they  must  die, 
to  go  home  sober — not  drugged  to  utter  stupor  with  opium,  nor  drunk 
with  alcohol? 

As  to  the  pathology  of  alcoholism^  some  of  us  who  are  not  very 
old  can  remember  when  we  were  taught  that  the  disease  arose  from  the 
withdrawal  of  «n  Moustomed  stimulant;  but  this  teaching,  with  the 
n,5,t,7i.-jt,.C00<^lL' 
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pflrnicioua  practice  which  was  its  natural  seqnenae,  haa  been  exploded 
hj  the  advance  of  modern  science.  Here  is  what  we  are  taught  by 
some  of  the  best  and  most  recent  antfaorities: 

"Tho  easential  nature  of  dtUrium  bretium  ia  aaioeiated  with  the  1o«8  of 
cerebral  power,  evinced  eapcciall;  in  the  want  of  control  over  thonshti, 
emotions,  and  tnnicular  action,  consequeDt  on  the  direct  inflaenoe  of  the 
alcob olio  poison." — Ailken,  vol  l,p.  776. 

*'Tbe  paUiologyoralooholiBm  uaturallj  divides  itself  into  three  portions. 
The  morbid  iofluenoe  whicb  the  poison  exerts  is  of  three  kinds.  Id  the  first 
place,  it  acts  as  a  local  irritant  (when  higbl;  concentrated)  npon  the  mucous 
Bembraoe  of  the  Btomaeh,  and  of  the  siimentarj  canal  generallyi  and  in 
the  second  place,  arcer  absorption,  it  sflecte  the  rate  of  moTement  and  the 
vitality  of  the  blood,  and  as  a  consequence  of  this  impairs  '' 
every  orean  in  the  bodv.    And,  thirdly,  it  is  dear  that  the  n 
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every  orean  in  the  bodv.    And,  thirdly,  it  is  dear  that  the  , 

independently  of  the  ill  eSects  on  their  nntrition  of  the  blood-chaoKes,  have 


1  ohemical  attraction  lor  alcohol,  which  accordingly  is  found  U 
eauulate  in  their  tissues.  *  *  The  snccesafnl  treatment  ofdeliriutn 
tremeni,  in  nine  oases  oat  of  ten,  depends  on  the  regular  and  oontinuoos 
supply  of  suitable  nntriment,  whereby  the  functions  of  the  nervous  system 
are  supported  during  the  straggle  towards  recovery." — Reynold*'  Sytlevt  of 
Medicint.  voL  O. 

"  DtUriitm  trem«ni  is  but  the  acute  form  of  chronic  alcoholism."      *     * 
"Science  has  determlued  that  the  administration  of  stimulants  and  alco- 
holio  drinks  in  this  disease,  is  at  once  irrational  and  experimentally  dan- 
gerous."— NoiaeauDictionnaired*iledtei>ieetde  ChirmyU  Fratigtta,  TWs 
pretHitr.  Aleoolitme. 

"The  view  of  its  pathology  now  prevalent  is,  that  alcohol,  a  poison  dan- 
gerous to  life  in  large  'doses,  is  also  enmnlativa  taken  habitually  in  small 
qaan  titles.  *  "  Formerly  the  treatment  need  to  consist  of  supply- 
ing  the  usual  stimulus;  but,  theoretically,  it  is  clear  that  this  is  tantamount 
to  adding  coali  to  fire,  and,  practically,  it  has  been  shown  that  patients  more 
rapidly  recover  under  the  use  of  nutriment" — The  Principlet  and  PraeNee 
of  Medicine,  Prof.   J.  Sughet  Bennett,  M.  D. 

We  think  the  authorities  adduced  are  ample  to  establish  the  gen- 
eral principle  that  alchohol  is  not  a  suitable  agent  to  administer  in 
ftlcoholism. 

There  are  certain  moral  considerations  which  should  enter  into  the 
disonsaion  of  this  question,  but  whioh  we  have  not  space  now  to  con- 
sider. If  the  poor  wretches  who  have  been  narcotised  with  opium, 
alcoholized  or  chloroformed,  because  they  bad  delirivm  tTemen$,  were 
fitithfiill;  enumerated,  we  beliere  it  coold  be  shown  that  vastly  more 
were  killed  than  cured  by  such  irrational  treatment, 

Thx  Cohhbncehent  exercises  of  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio  will 
be  held  in  the  lower  lecture  room  of  the  college  bnilding  on  Monday, 
the  Ist  of  March,  at  eleven  A.  M.,  the  valedictory  to  be  delivered  by 
Prof.  James  Graham,  H,  D.,  the  degrees  being  conferred  and  an  ad- 
dress delivered  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Troatees,  by  Judge  Dick- 
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B«a.  The  namber  of  gndnates  will  be  between  sixty  and  serentf. 
Next  month  the  Jourtial  will  cont&in  the  liat  of  questions  asked  th« 
candidates  for  gradnation^it  will  be  Temembered  that  this  Institation 
kaa  for  Mine  years  pnraned  the  plan  Qiterillen  instead  of  oral  examin- 
■tioBS— and  also,  we  hope,  Prof.  Grraham's  address. 

Arranosuents  are  being  made,  and  will  be  completed  in  time  to 
be  annonnced  in  our  April  iasae,  for  conveyance  on  some  first  olus 
Mississippi  Bteamer  of  those  desiring  to  attend  the  meeting  )n  New 
Orleans  next  May,  of  the  American  Medical  Association.  At  present 
we  can  only' announce  that  the  time  from  Cairo  to  New  Orleans  will 
not  exceed  four  days,  and  the /are,  going  and  returning  included,  will 
not  be  more  than  thirty-five  dollars.  Our  friend.  Dr.  Hibberd,  has 
the  matter  in  charge,  and  it  could  not  be  in  better  hands. 

The  late  Dr.  Addison,  (^1  Collection  of  the  Publiihed  Writingt  vf 
the  late  That.  Addiwn,  M.  D.,  Physician  to  Quy's  Hospital,  Syden- 
ham Society's  Publications,  London,  1868),  concluded  an  article  on  ika 
Diteata  of  FetaaUt  connected  mtk  Uterine  Irritation,  thne : 

"But,  gentlemen,  if  yon  really  require  an  apology  for  detainiD);  ^ou  so 
long,  I  fioa  ample  material  for  that  apology  in  the  Hvely  intereBt  which  we 
must  all  feel  in  the  comfort  aad  happiaew  of  the  other  sex,  doomed  m  (bey 
are,  both  by  the  decrees  of  Provideaoe  and  bj  humao  iottilDtiona,  to  drink 
deep  of  the  bitter  cup  of  enffering.  Whatever  may  be  her  lot  in  this  world, 
we,  as  men,  most  at  least  acknowledge  that  whilst  InGoite  power  gave  as 
being,  Infinite  mecoj  gave  ni  woman.  ' 

This  extract  from  a  paper — (it  was  originally  prepared  as  a  clinical 
lecture — a  paper  that  will  especially  delight  the  venerable  Dr.  Hodge, 
for  so  much  of  it  is  in  correspondence  with  what  he  has  taught  in  his 
own  lectures  and  writings),  we  give  partly  as  an  answer  to  a  criticism 
which  was  made  by  a  most  competent  critic  upon  some  of  onr  own 
expressions  as  to  the  special  interest  and  importance  of  the  study  of 
diseases  of  women. 

The  British  asd  Forkion  Medico-  Chintrgioai  Review,  January, 
1869,  is  not  at  all  complimentary  in  its  notice  of  Thonuu  on  Dieeate* 
of  Female*: 

"Thomas'  work  on  the  diieaass  of  women  ia  simply  a  compilation.  The  snr- 
gery,  illuatrationB  as  well  as  matter  for  the  text,  taken  from  Sims,  the  medi- 
cine and  pathology  from  variaui  well-known  authors.  Like  all  books  of  the 
kind,  ita  real  practical  use  is  limited  to  giviox  the  student  soma  supecfioial 
,  information,  acting  as  a  kind  of  hand-poet  poiatiDg  out  the  direction  which 
must  be  taken  to  arrive  at  real  knowledge." 
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Now  this  la  niijaat.  Dr.  Thomas  hu  written  on  many  snrgicftl  dia- 
eaaes  of  women  upon  which  Dr.  Sima  haa  never  written  a  line,  nor  an 
his  medicine  and  pathology  ezolnBively  derived  from  variona  well' 
known  aathora,  and  wo  muat  r^^d  the  book  aa  an  eioellent  compend, 
and,  in  some  respecU,  in  advance  of  any  aimilai  work  from  an  Amari' 
can  pen. 

EzsECTioN  OF  THE  Knek-Joint,  im  1826. — (In  the  Lanctl,  Jana- 
ary  8th,  1825,  there  is  qnite  a  raoy  sketch  of  the  Iste  Mr.  Crampton 
given,  and  in  the  course  of  it  the  author  refers  in  the  Bcverest  terms 
to  an  operation  performed  by  Mr.  C,  which  ia  now  establiabed  as  per- 
fectly judicious.) 

He  invariably  performs  the  numerous  expenments  that  are  daily 
put  forward  in  the  world  for  well-known  porposea,  but  which  are  very 
often  nurtured  in  ignorance  and  propagated  by  credulity.  While  we 
profess  ourselves  the  ardent  admirers  of  rational  experiment,  we  shall 
never  countenance,  by  a  oonoealment  of  onr  feelinga,  an  innovation 
which  would  give  one  moment's  pain  to  a  fellow  creature,  without  « 
well-grounded  prospect  of  ameliorating  his  condition. 

We  happened  to  be  present,  some  time  back,  at  one  of  those  scenes 
of  Bcientifie  butohery  at  the  Heath  Hospital.  The  patient  was  a  fe* 
male;  the  complaint,  if  we  recollect  rightly,  open  scrofula  of  the  knee* 
joint.     A  great  concourse  asaemblod  to  witneas  the  operation:  it  was 

Juite  a  gala  day  with  the  diaaectoTS — a  featival,  aeeminglv,  held  in 
onoT  of  the  rirtnea  of  "iStee^"  It  was  the  first  time,  we  believe,  that 
the  removal  of  the  knee-joint  was  attempted  here;  we  earnestly  hope 
it  will  be  the  last.  The  operator,  of  course,  accomplished  his  purpose 
with  his  usual  dexterity.  But  oonid  he  have  beheld,  as  we  did,  the 
contorted  countenances  of  the  spectators,  the  knife  would  have  fallen 
from  his  hand,  never  to  be  resumed  where  it  was  not  more  imperiously 
indicated.  To  be  present  was  indeed  to  be  in  torture.  One  man  vented 
his  feelings  in  a  wink;  a  second  in  a  hem;  a  third  overcame  his  sym- 
pathies in  a  forced  fit  of  laughter;  a  fourth  pat  his  fingers  in  his  can 
to  shut  out  the  wretch's  acreama;  all,  to  be  sure,  admired,  yet  all  dis- 
approved; and  before  the  performanoe  was  entirelv  finished,  CoUea 
cried  out,  in  rather  an  audible  tone,  *"  by  J-  -■■■■al" — drew  the  door  after 
him,  and  vanished.  We  saw  this  poor  creature  a  long  time  after,  endeav- 
oring to  drag  her  limb  with  her,  by  means  of  aundry  ioooden  contriv- 
ances. How  much  more  preferable  would  amputation  have  been  in  this 
case?  A  wooden  teg  to  a  nseless  member,  kept  from  lulling  asunder 
by  bandages  and  splints.  And,  forsooth,  this  is  called  olevemesst 
admirable  surgery  I  Very  well,  let  it  be  called  by  whatever  name  the 
sanguinary  desperadoes  of  the  profession  choose,  hut  we  shall  never 
be  cheated  out  of  our  judgment,  or  fear  to  expose  snch  practice  when 
it  falls  under  our  observation. 
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It  painb  OB  to  ftnuoniice  the  dekth  of  Dr.  William  Bays,  of  OoT- 
ington,  Kentucky.  Dr.  H.  had  been  a  oontribntor  to  this  joornal,  and 
he  was  one  of  ita  ir»m  friends.  Only  a  short  time  before  his  antimely 
death,  we  received  a  most  kind  and  enoonraging  letter  from  him.  Per- 
eoBal  acquaintanoo  with  him,  (hough  not  intimate,  led  as  to  appreci- 
ate  him  highly.  We  regret  that  the  actiou  of  the  CoTington  profee- 
sion,  in  reference  to  their  late  associate,  which  onght  to  haro  been 
receiTed  ere  this,  has,  so  far,  failed  to  reach  us;  we  hope,  however,  it 
will  appear  in  our  next  issue. 

The  New  Tohk  Medical  Gaxetu,  after  being  in  a  state  of  sus- 
pended animation  for  several  weeks,  makes  its  appearance  again,  and 
is  sprightly  and  vigorous  as  ever.  We  hope  it  will  meet  with  liberal 
patronage. 

Babon  Aksblh  di  Bothschild  hae  given  the  earn  of  two  hun- 
died  thousand  florins  for  the  erection  of  an  hospital  for  Jews,  to  con- 
tain one  hnndred  beds,  in  Vienna. 

MoftTALiTT  FHOU  Snakb  BiTES  IN  Ihsia. — It  appears  ttoxa  the 
Onde  Administration  Report,  that  during  the  past  year,  one  thousand, 
one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  peraona  died  from  the  effects  of  snake 
bitea  in  that  province ;  and  from  the  Central  Provinces  Administration 
Beport,  that  one  thousand,  eight  hundred  and  seyenty-fonr  de&tha  had 
oeonrred  in  them  from  the  same  cause,  during  the  three  preceding 
years. 

Ten  .ATeue  Prune  states  that  eleven  men  and  three  women  died  in 
lektttsk,  in  1867,  all  of  whom  were  over  one  hnndred  yeara  old;  of 
these,  six  are  said  to  have  been  over  one  hnndred  and  ten,  one  being 
one  hundred  and  twenty-ux,  and  another  one  hundred  and  thiity-one 
years  of  age. 

In  Bbfbrsncb  to  the  fiulnre  of  the  attack  lately  made  on  the  fac- 
olty  of  Paris,  by  the  Bishops,  Ricord  is  said  to  have  remarked  that  it 
was  an  evidence  of  tmilral  inai^cienaf. 

WANTm — A  few  copies  of  the  CintinMMi  JowtMi  of  Mtdidw^ 
for  Febnury,  18M,  and  ef  the  WtMtem  Jom%al  tot  April,  1868. 

Fos  8alx. — An  order  tor  an  artificial  limb. 

Ws  CALL  attention  to  tiie  advertisement  of  Practiee  far  Sale — aa 
ezoellent  opportinity  for  a  phyaieian  with  a  little  c«pit«l  and  bobm 
experieno*. 
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Ihiit  It  man  bu  puiloni  which  Impd  him  to  ibe  deitr 
ho,  dMpliIng  fall  DBlunl  niHtu  of  ilUck  uid  ietena, 
I  la  *ln>  I1i«  uBtf  ulnikl  nho  bi*  lb«  d«gln.  or  th«  poi 

dUmiuhI  anpiiriorilf .— Gutu'  CimctL  Hidiciki. 


INDIANATOLIS,  APRIL,  1869. 


ADDRESS  BY  THE  HON.  WM.  M.  DICKSON,  AT  THE  ANNUAL 
COMMENCEMENT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  COLLEGE  OF  OHIO, 
MARCH  1,  1869.  

Gentlemen:  It  has  been  customary  upon  these  occasions,  for  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  to  address  a  few  words  of  congrat- 
ulation and  adyice  to  the  graduating  class.  Perhaps  it  is  a  custom 
that  were  better  broken  than  obserred;  yet  homilies  and  plaUtudea 
have  their  uses,  and  a  kind  word  from  your  Alma  Mater  may  make  your 
separation  the  more  agreeable. 

The  profession  you  have  chosen  opens  to  you  a  wide  field  of  use- 
fulness. More  than  either  of  the  others,  is  tt  allied  to,  and  connected 
with  that  which  particularly  marks  the  age  in  which  we  live. 

The  law  can  not,  in  our  time,  claim  any  particular  preeminence 
over  the  past.  It  is  a  question  whether  we  have  made  any  real  pro- 
gress— whether,  indeed,  our  law,  as  a  system  of  remedial  jurisprudence 
knd  a  rule  of  property,  equals  that  of  the  old  Roman  law.  Nor  in 
the  domain  of  theology,  have  we  any  to  equal  the  great  names  of  the 
past.  Even  in  metaphysics,  modern  speculations  it  is  said  are  but 
chips  knocked  off  the  original  granite  rock  of  Plato. 

In  the  department,  however,  of  experimental  science,  our  age  is 
specially  distinguished.  In  this,  the  ancients  made  comparatively  lit- 
tle progress.  Cicero  writes  that  "the  investigation  of  nature  either 
a4} 
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seeks  after  thiogB  which  nobody  can  know,  or  after  anch  thinge  ta 
nobody  needs  to  know." 

Now,  to  this  department  of  knowledge,  yoar  profeesion  is  cloMly 
related.  To  it  mainly,  in  eertain  branches,  mnst  onr  country  look  for 
the  maintenance  of  its  rank  among  the  nations,  in  the  generous  riTalry 
of  the  developments  of  seience.  For  example:  Your  profcBsion  in- 
volves a  knowledge  of  chemistry  and  ita  kindred  Bubjects,  electric- 
ity, magnetism,  &c.  These  introduce  you  to  investigations,  in  which 
the  greatest  results  have  been  reached,  and  the  end  is  yet  afar  off.  Al- 
most while  we  are  speaking,  in  the  wonderful  revelations  of  the  spec- 
troscope, we  have  a  striking  illustration  of  the  kinship  and  inter-de- 
pendence of  the  sciences.  With  the  vapors  of  chemistry  and  the 
apcctrum  of  optics  are  revealed  the  constituent  elements  of  the  heav- 
enly bodies;  and  thus  the  boundaries  of  sstFonomical  science  are  en- 
larged. Nor  have  these  discoveries  been  a  thing  of  chance,  but  the 
result  of  intelligent,  well  directed  effort. 

By  a  happy  coincidence,  the  invcBtigations  of  the  Frenchman,  Jans- 
sen,  made  in  India,  and  those  of  the  Engliahman,  Lockyer,  made  in 
England,  were  crowned  with  success  at  about  the  same  time,  each  in- 
dependently making  the  same  discovery — the  nature  of  the  red  flames 
of  the  solar  eclipse.  Nor  did  the  coincidence  stop  here.  M.  De  La- 
Rue  had  scarcely  finished  the  announcement  of  Lockyer's  discovery  to 
the  French  Academy,  when  French  patriotism  was  gratified  by  the 
reception  of  Janssen's  letter  annonnoing  his  own  independent  discov- 
ery of  the  same  thing. 

To  come  more  closely  to  your  own  profession.  A  French  chemist 
discovers  chloroform,  and  the  inquiring  genius  of  a  Scotch  physician 
utilizes  it  in  the  discovery  of  its  ansesthetic  properties.  Thus  one  dis- 
covery prepares  the  way  and  leads  to  another.  This  fact  is  also  illns- 
trated  in  the  progressive  diseoveriea  in  electricity  and  magnetism,  util- 
iied  in  the  invention  of  the  telegraph. 

Again.  Your  profesaion  requires  a  knowledge  of  anatomy,  physi- 
ology and  Boology.  These  bring  you  into  close  connection  with  the 
inquiries  now  pressed  with  unwonted  seal  and  almost  startling  results 
in  the  departments  of  comparative  anatomy,  pre-historio  archieology, 
biology,  involving  the  questions  of  "the  origin  of  species,"  and  "man's 
place  in  nature."  These  inquiries  relate  to  the  moat  hidden  things 
in  nature,  yet  of  SHrpassing  interest  For  "to  search  out  the  whence 
and  whither  of  existence,  is  an  unquenchable  instinct  of  the  human 
mind."     But  I  will  not  detain  yon  longer  on  these  matters. 
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Enough,  perfaape  more  tluii  enovgh,  hu  been  giveo  to  show  you 
tlie  iDtimate  connection  between  yonr  profMaion  snd  the  experimentkl 
sciences,  the  Btndj  of  it  leading  to  a  knowledge  of  these,  even  when 
apparently  far  removed  from  it.  Indeed,  growth  in  medicine  is,  in 
great  meaanre,  dependent  npon  the  growth  of  theee  sciences.  There 
is  not  a  discoTery  in  chemistry,  optica,  eleotrlcity,  ms^netism,  &c.,  that 
does  not  minister  immediately  or  mediately  to  medicine.  Science,  the 
prodaction  of  reason,  is  the  nataral  enemy  of  charlatanry  as  well  as 
Buperstition.  With  ite  advancement  theae  mast  disappear.  Beneath 
its  white  and  gladsome  light,  they,  twin  ofispring  of  ignorance,  can  not 
lire.  Medicine  itself  is  a  soicnoe,  founded,  like  the  other  phyaical 
ecieaccB,  npon  obserration  and  indnoljon.  It  is  as  erroueoas  as  it  is 
degrading  to  it,  to  suppose  that  it  ia  a  mere  collection  of  nostrums  or 
Bpeoiflcs,  to  be  learned  by  rote  by  the  student. 

Nor  ie  it  to  be  narrowed  down  and  circumaorihed  by  any  excluaive 
dogma.  Water-cnre,  botanic  remediea,  infinitesimal  doaea,  any  special 
system,  neither  separately  nor  collectively  conititute  tlie  philosophy  or 
the  entire  remedial  agenoiea  of  medicine.  It  is  no  Procrustean  bed 
for  the  diversified  forma  of  hnmanity  and  of  human  ailment.  It  ia 
catholic  la  its  nature,  seeking  knowledge  wherever  it  may  be  obtained, 
and  Bubjecting  all  science  to  its  demands.  It  ia  the  science  of  human 
nature,  having  for  its  end  the  "prevention  of  diseaae,  the  cure  of  dis- 
ease and  the  improvement  of  the  condition  of  man." 

You  will  readily  understand  that  maatery  in  it  can  only  be  reached 
through  years  of  patient,  devoted  effort,  guided  by  the  spirit  of  acien- 
tific  inquiry.  Yet  it  invitea  to  no  unrequited  toil ;  the  rcwarda  of  sci- 
-ence  are  among  the  greatest  that  wait  npon  human  endeavor.  I  know 
under  oar  democratic  polity  we  are  all  necessarily  more  or  less  poli- 
ticians; and  hence,  political  success  has  had  an  undue  prceniinenoe. 
Yet  who  would  prefer  the  pomp  and  ciroumstanoe  of  great  office,  to 
the  pleaanre  and  the  fame  of  the  student  of  the  closet  whose  yeare  of 
patient  toil  have  at  laat  been  rewarded  by  the  discovery  of  aome  great 
law  of  nature,  or  by  an  invention  utiliiing  these  laws  to  the  benefit  of 
mankind? 

The  Greek  word  eureka  is  domeataoatAd  in  every  language,  beoanse 
it  is  inseparably  connected  with  an  incident  that  tomohes  the  heart. 
Who  does  not  sympathize  with  the  philosopher  of  Syracuse,  upon  the 
solution  of  hia  problem,  rushing  fVom  his  bath  crying,  "£ureia/ eureAaf " 
"  I  have  found  it  I  I  have  found  it ! "  Who  does  not  sympathise  with  our 
own  Franklin,  when,  having  brought  down  the  lightning  ftom  heaven, 
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thne  eBtablishing  ita  ideotity  with  eleetricitj,  he  tells  ns  that  he  theo 
felt  that  he  was  ready  to  die? 

Agawii  faaB  aaid  that  the  name  of  oar  late  Umeoted  townsman, 
Prof  Mitchell,  would  live  longer  than  that  of  the  motit  diBtinguished 
politician — referring  to  bis  inrention  for  sidereal  observation. 

Still,  the  unireraal  stimulus  with  expectant  parents  is,  "Mj  son, 
yon  may  be  Fresident,"  aa  if  that  were  the  acme  of  all  greatnesa. 

Yet,  how  many  Preaidents  have  left  office  with  a  repntation  that 
any  one  would  euTy?  And  as  to  fame,  with  the  flow  of  time  and  the 
brevity  of  their  terme,  the  historian  will  soon  cease  to  mark  the  order 
of  eveuts  by  a  reference  to  their  aames.  l^beae  will  pass  into  tabular 
lists,  and  like  the  tables  of  Rome,  sink  into  the  forgotten  rubbish  of 
the  past.  A  few,  from  their  conneotion  with  great  events,  will  escape 
this  fate.  But  the  names  of  science,  associated  with  the  discoveries 
and  inventions,  marking  the  developments  of  knowledge,  will  be  as 
enduring  as  knowledge  itself.  When  the  blood  ceases  to  circulate, 
and  the  hideona  variola  is  do  more,  and  paiu  shall  have  ended,  the 
names  of  Harvey,  Jenner,  Morton  and  Simpson  may  pass  from  memory. 
These  are  the  benefactors  of  man.  No  fields  of  mangled  victims, 
no  ruined  country,  no  mourning  fVienda,  no  stricken  reTenge^il  foe 
attend  the  conquests  of  science.  Nature  joyously  yields  her  treasures 
as  the  refreshing  fountain^flowed  from  the  smitten  rock. 

I  would  not  depreciate  political  eminence,  but  I  feel  that  the  dispo- 
sition to  seek  office  is  wasting  in  our  conotry  talent  and  genius  that 
might  in  the  departments  of  science,  be  au  ornament  to  our  race.  So 
that  he  is  a  public  benefactor  who  leads  one  ingenuous,  inquiring  youth 
^om  the  slough  of  office-seeking  to  science. 

I  would  that  you  should  devote  yourselves  to  the  noble  profession 
yon  have  chosen,  with  all  its  great  opportunities  for  nsefalness  and 
&me.  Ton  are  quite  aware  that  the  diplomas  you  have  this  day  re- 
ceived, ore  not  testimonials  that  you  have  finished  your  education. 
Indeed,  they  but  indicate  that  you  are  now  fairly  prepared  to  begin 
your  professional  studies;  and  if  you  have  learned  how  to  study  your 
profession,  you  have  done  well,  and  your  teachers  also. 

It  is  not  a  difficult  thing  to  commit  to  memory  the  teachings  of  a 
text  book.  Bui  this  alone  is  not  sufficient.  We  must  bring  to  the 
study  of  any  subject  we  would  master,  a  spirit  of  scepticism  and  criti- 
cism. Prove  all  things,  hold  fast  that  which  is  true.  We  are  apt  to 
take  as  truth  that  which  our  text  books  and  teachers  tell  us,  and  quite 
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likely  they  are  right;  bat  knowledge  obtained  in  this  way  does  not 
become  onr  own;  it  aite  uneasily,  as  a  garment  made  for  another. 

It  only  becomes  oar  own  when  we  haTe  gone  through  for  ourseWeB 
the  process  by  which  the  original  investigator  reached  his  results,  and 
have  sapplemented  this  by  aach  iodcpendent  modes  of  investigation 
and  refection  as  may  occnr  to  as.  This  manner  of  stady,  nniting  with 
reading,  well  directed  observation  and  reflection,  gives  knowledge  sod 
discipline  of  mind,  securing  BoundnoBS  of  judgment.  These  lead  to 
wisdom,  l^e  true  end  of  all  education. 

A  crednlons  person  of  retentive  memory  and  induatriouB  habits, 
may  fill  bia  mind  aa  a  store-honae,  with  facta,  yet,  without  his  own 
reflection  there  is  no  wisdom.  There  are  men  of  much  learning  and 
little  wisdom;  and  there  are  men  of  mnch  wisdom,  yet  with  little 
learning. 

And  this  is  well  nnderatood.  We  have  in  public  life  men  of  great 
and  varied  erndition,  who  ponr  it  forth  on  every  occasion  in  copious 
streams.  People  are  startled  and  wonder,  but  in  hoars  of  trial,  they 
do  not  look  to  them  for  gnidanoe.  They  instinctively  feel  that  wisdom 
is  not  here.  Thero  is  &  maxim,  "  bewaie  of  the  man  with  one  book  " — 
tfaat  isf  mnoh  reflection  with  little  reading  is  better  than  much  read- 
ing without  reflection. 

Do  not  mistake  me,  I  am  not  underrating  the  importance  of  learn- 
ing ;  but  I  woald  increase  ita  value  by  adding  that  reflection  and  atudy 
which  may  make  it  our  own. 

While  the  investigator  of  Boi«nce  ahould  doubt  and  criticiae,  let 
him  not  carry  this  unneoessorily  into  the  domain  of  theology.  There 
are  men  of  science,  of  merit,  who  are  coutinaally  contrasting  their  dia- 
coveriea  with  the  teachinga  of  revelation.  These  commit  the  aame 
error  which  theology  did  when  the  church  invaded  the  province  of 
science  and  commanded  the  earth  to  cease  it  revolution  around  the 
ran.     "It  moves,,  notwithatan ding,"  said  Qallieo. 

Dr.  Hooker  advisee:  "Let  each  pnrsue  the  search  for  truth — the 
orchseolo^t  into  the  physical,  the  religious  teacher  into  the  apiritual 
history  and  condition  of  mankind."  Enlarging  upon  thia,  I  may  add, 
let  the  acientiflc  inquirer  puraae  hia  investigations  after  the  methoda 
of  science,  let  the  theologian  pursue  his  studied  in  bis  own  way.  Each 
may  be  equal  to  hia  own,  but  not  to  both  departments.  There  need 
be  no  apprehension  of  conflict  if  each  reaches  truth,  for  there  is  no 
discordance  in  the  work  of  the  Author  of  all  harmony. 

It  may  be  inferred  from  what  haa  been  said,  that  while  you  should 
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endeavor  to  have  ft  genei&l,  and,  aa  fai  u  maj  be,  an  acoorate  knowT- 
edge  of  all  the  branches  of  your  profeBsion— yet  that  you  are  more 
likely  to  reach  high  excellence  if  yon  make  some  particular  branch,  to 
the  invefltigatiou  of  which  yont  tastes,  aptitudes  and  opportunities 
lead,  the  subject  of  your  special  inquiry.  It  is  in  this  way  that  men 
of  the  old  world  study,  and  hence  their  great  attainments.  We,  leii 
by  the  multitude  of  mattors,  which,  in  a  new  cenntry,  demand  our  at- 
tention, spread  ourselves  over  too  much  surface  and  dissipate  our  ener- 
gies. Life  is  too  short  to  permit  any  one,  however  great  his  capaoity, 
to  attain  to  a  complete  mastery  of  all  science;  yet,  every  one  that  pre- 
tends to  scholarship,  owes  it  to  himself  and  to  his  fellow-man  to  so 
master  some  one  branch  of  knowledge  that  he  will  be  upon  it  an  ac- 
knowledged anthority.  If  each  who  can,  does  this,  selecting  different 
branches  in  the  aggregate,  the  public  will  have  the  advantage  of  ripe 
scholarship  in  all  the  departments  of  knowledge. 

You  will  observe,  gentlemen,  that  I  have  not  referred  specially  to 
the  practice  of  your  profession.  It  is  not  becanse  I  do  not  feel  the  ex- 
ceeding importance  of  this  branch  of  yonr  dutjes.  It  is  owing  partly 
to  the  fact  that  on  tha  you  have  already  bad  the  better  instrnction  of 
your  teachers;  partly  to  the  fact  that  whatever  is  likely  to  promote 
the  money-making  part  of  your  profession  will  not  be  overlooked;  but 
mainly  because  I  wonld  fain  stimulate  in  yon  the  desire  to  elevate  and 
advance  your  noble  calling.  I  wonld  that  yon  should  look  upon  it  as 
something  higher  than  a  mere  money-getting  art.  Yet,  even  in  this 
narrow  view,  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  medicine  will 
not  huft  you.  For  I  take  it,  notwithstanding  the  depressing  example 
of  successful  charlataDbm,  that,  other  thiogs  being  equal,  your  capac- 
ity and  success  will  depend  upon  the  mastery  you  obtain  over  the  soi- 
ence  of  medicine. 

It  is  true  that  there  have  been  instances  in  your  profession,  of  high 
scientific  capacity  not  coupled  with  practioal  skill;  yet  this  has  been 
owing,  perhaps,  to  the  fact  that  the  practice  was  neglected,  or  perhaps 
to  some  peculiarity  of  mind  or  temperament  unfitting  for  practice. 
But  there  are  many  noble  examples  of  high  scientific  capacity  united 
with  the  highest  practical  skill. 

Yon  will  pardon  me  if  I  shall  name  a  living  one.  Dr.  Simpson,  of 
Edinbni^h,  is  perhaps  at  the  head  of  his  profession  tn  his  ooantry,  hav- 
ing an  unequaled  practice :  yet  he  has  illustrated  the  annals  of  medi- 
cine with  many  happy  inventions  and  important  diaooverics;  and  per- 
haps there  is  scarcely  a  number  of  the  leading  medical  journals  in 
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the  UDit«d  Kingdom  which  has  not  a  coDtribution  from  his  anwearied 
and  productive  pen.  I  mention  him  the  more  readilj  beoanse  there 
is  that  in  his  career  which  appeals  peculiarly  to  American  youth. 

There  is  not  a  young  man  before  me  who  commencea  his  profes- 
sional life  under  difficaltiea  greater  than  those  which  surrounded  Prof. 
Simpson  in  his  youth.  Living  in  a  country  where  the  classification  of 
society  opposes  serious  barriers  to  the  advancement  of  the  young  man 
without  family  or  fortune,  he  yet,  beginning  life  the  son  of  a  baker, 
hy  his  indomitable  energy  and  perseverance,  has  risen  to  his  present 
high  position. 

Gentlemen,  your  Alma  Mater  and  your  country  expect  much  fVom 
you.  May  they  never  be  disappointed.  Let  it  be  your  worthy  ambi- 
tion to  be  masters  in  the  science  of  medicine;  so  study  it  as  to  make 
It  your  own.  Select  some  branch  suited  to  your  testes  and  opportani- 
ties,  and  make  this  the  object  of  your  special,  life-long  investigation ; 
and  then,  with  the  blessing  of  heaven,  your  name,  may  yet  be  written 
among  those  who  have  advanced  the  boundaries  of  knowledge. 


CASE   OF   DIPHTHERITIC  CEOUP— OPERATION— DEATH. 

BY  DB.  f.   C.   BEKYE,  DATTON,   OHIO. 

January  29th,  1669,  was  called  to  see  a  boy  aged  seven  years,  under 
the  care  of  Dr.  Searles,  of  Osborn,  with  whom  had  been  associated  Dr. 
Green  of  Fairfield.  For  about  a  week  before,  the  patient  had  been 
snflering  under  the  symptoms  of  an  ordinary  cold;  only  on  the  second 
day  preceding  had  he  became  severely  ill,  and  only  since  the  day  be- 
fore had  his  breathing  been  seriously  affected.  I  learned  that  on  th« 
day  previous  he  had  passed  part  of  the  time  looking  at  his  book, 
nothing  apparently  the  matter  with  him,  except  what  was  betrayed  by 
cough,  breathing  and  voice.  He  had  been  rapidly  getting  worse,  how- 
ever; during  the  night  he  had  three  auffbcative  attaoks,  so  severe  that 
his  friends  did  not  think  he  could  survive  another.  I  found  him  to 
be  an  extremely  healthy  looking  child,  bf  a  very  healthy  family,  but 
now  presenting  all  the  symptoms  of  suffooation  from  laryngeal  obstruc- 
tion; his  cough  suppressed,  voice  whispering,  chest  walls  working  vio- 
lently with  the  efforts  to  respire,  face  and  hands  livid,  pulse  frequent 
and  tolerably  feeble.      Upon  the  tonsils  and  larynx  were  scattered 
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patohoB  of  false  membrane;  they  were  not  extonaiTe  or  thick,  bnt  snf- 
ficient  to  characterise  the  case  aa  one  of  diphtheria.  In  the  opinion 
of  the  gentlemen  in  attendance,  he  had  pneumonia,  or  broncho-pneu- 
monia of  the  left  lung ;  bnt  the  noiee  of  respiration  in  the  trachea  so 
interfered  with  an  examination  that  I  could  not  distiDguish  it.  I  sat- 
isfied myself  there  was  no  hepatization.  The  treatment  need  not  be 
deUiled;  he  had  frequently  inhaled  the  vapor  of  slacking  lime. 

As  soon  as  preparations  could  be  made,  and  the  parents  had,  after 
candid  statement  of  the  riaka  and  probabilities  of  the  operation,  con- 
sented, I  proceeded  to  perform  tracheotomy.  He  was  slowly  and  care- 
fdlly  brought  under  the  influence  of  chloroform,  which  somewhat  deep- 
ened the  lividity  of  his  countenance,  but  did  not  affect  the  pnlse- 
Hnmorrhage  was  abundant,  and  so  obscured  the  parts  that  the  trachea 
was  opened  with  great  difficulty.  Some  delay  was  also  occasioned  by 
one  branch  of  the  dilating  forceps  not  being  in  the  trachea,  bat  be- 
tween the  muBoles.  During  this  time  only  partial  relief  was  afforded  by 
the  artificial  opening.  Some  blood  found  its  way  into  the  air-passages, 
and  the  appearance  of  the  patient  was  very  critical.  The  instrument 
being  ^fjjiuted,  however,  the  intruding  blood  waa  expelled,  the  patient 
rallied  and  soon  began  to  mend.  Having  to  send  home  for  a  tracheo- 
tomy tube,  the  forceps  were  allowed  to  remain  in  place,  the  handles 
being  tied  together  and  fixed  down  to  the  sternnm  by  adhesive  plas- 
ter. The  opening  was  &ee,  and  respiration  through  it  perfect,  so  that 
when  the  tube  arrived  I  decided  not  to  introduce  it,  but  to  allow  the  for- 
ceps to  remain ;  especiallypa  I  believed  the  tube  to  be  too  small  for  a  pa- 
tient of  his  age.  In  half  an  hour  after  the  operation,  the  patient  was 
asleep,  breathing  easily  and  regularly,  color  good,  and  pulse,  by  the  tes- 
timony of  all,  better  than  before.  Arrangements  were  made  to  fill  the 
Mr  of  the  room  with  steam.  He  was  ordered  milk  for  nourishment,  and 
ioe  was  allowed  freely.  At  three  o'clook  p.  u.  I  left  on  the  train  for  home 
six  hours  after  the  operation,  ho  was  still  doing  well,  so  well  that  I 
felt  strong  hopes  of  his  recovery;  bat  was  bitterly  disappointed  the 
next  morning  to  loara  that  he  died  fifteen  hours  afler  I  left  and  twen- 
ty-one after  the  operation. 

As  to  the  cause  of  death  I  can  not  be  sure ;  he  seems  to  have  begun 
to  fail  about  one  o'clock  tn  th%  morning.  In  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Oreen, 
the  membrane  had  extended  to  the  trachea,  and  by  its  dislodgment 
suddenly  interfered  with  respiration  and  caused  death.  The  manner 
of  his  death  corresponds  with  this  view;  but  the  relative  part  played 
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b;  the  diphtheria  or  the  poeiimouia,  in  producing  the  fat«I  result, 
is  not  clear. 

Beharkb. — ThiB  case  demands  poblication,  if  only  for  the  rarity 
of  the  operation  in  this  eectioD  of  the  country.  So  far  ae  I  can  learn, 
traoheotomy  for  diseaae,  has  been  performed  in  this  city  or  vicinity 
in  bnt  one  other  case  within  fifteen  years.  In  that  case  the  patient 
died  nnder  the  operation.  I  have  also  known  of  bnt  one  or  two  other 
oases  where  (he  operation  would  probably  have  been  beneficial. 

As  to  th^  case  being  one  in  which  the  operation  was  justifiable  and 
presented  a  fair  prospect  of  sneceBS,  there  is  not  a  question  in  my 
mind,  nor  is  there  with  the  other  gentlemen  in  attendance.  His  age, 
and  his  unimpaired  powers  from  the  short  duration  of  the  disease, 
were  strong  arguments  in  favor  of  it.  It  was  impossible,  of  course,  to 
deoide  how  much  the  depression  of  the  pulse  depended  upon  the  aaphy- 
sia  or  npon  other  conditions ;  bnt  it  certainly,  in  any  case,  was  no 
Gontra-indication  to  an  operation.  Looking  very  carefully  at  the  aymp- 
toms  in  every  respect,  and  at  his  condition,  the  conviction  was  forced 
npon  me  that  it  was  a  fair  case  for  tracheotomy,  that  he  would  certainly 
die  without  it,  and  that  it  was  my  duty  to  perform  it. 

By  some  it  may,  perhaps,  be  maintained  that  because  it  was  diph- 
theria an  operation  should  not  have  been  performed;  that  in  croi^  it 
may  be  resorted  to,  but  that  in  a  disease  which  is  constitutional,  the 
operation  does  not  promise  enongh  to  justify  it.  Upon  this  point,  the 
first  necessaiy  step  would  be  to  reconcile  authorities  and  teachers  as  to 
the  identity  or  non-identity  of  the  two  diseases.  The  membranes  in 
both  diseases  are  anatomically  alike,  and  very  high  and  very  respect- 
able authority  can  be  cited  in  favor  of  the  view  that  they  are  essen- 
tially the  same  disease.  This  doctrine  is  maintained  by  Hillier  in  his 
recent  work  on  the  Diseases  of  Children.* 

Trousseau,  while  he  admits  that  croup,  as  we  understand  the  term — 
what  he  calls  croup  d'embUe — may  occur,  yet  says  that  in  the  great 
majority  of  cases  the  membranons  formation  begins  in  the  pharynx 
and  extends  from  there  to  the  larynx.  Bretonnean  held  this  doctrine, 
and  Quersant  adopted  it  after  having  held  the  other  and  more  gener- 
ally received  view  of  the  British  school. 

But  whether  the  pathological  unity  of  these  diseases  be  established, 
admitted  or  denied,  there  should  be  practically  no  question  in  refer- 
ence to  an  operation.  Whenever  the  danger  depends  more  upon  the 
local  than  the  general  disease,  the  operation  should  be  performed.     The 
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cue  is  well  stated  by  TronsKau,  an  aDthority  upon  everything  relating 
to  the  subject  second  to  no  other  in  the  world,  and  I  translate  what  he 
he  says  in  regard  to  the  probability  of  snccese  of  the  operation:* 

"It  bag  a  cbance  orsnccMS  vhen  tht  loail  Iwi'on,  vhen  tht  croup,  eonttitaiM  It* 
prine^l  imger  to  Iht  patient 

"  Tbis  Tcstriction  it  important ;  for  if  tbe  diphtbcritic  iarection  bos  profbondlf 
affiled  Ibe  cconomr ;  if  the  Ekio,  the  nasal  Toshb  are  attacked  by  tbe  p«cial  io- 
flammatioD ;  if  the  frequeacj'  of  tbe  palae,  tbe  de'.iriun,  tbe  progtratioo  indicate  a 
profouad  intoxication ;  if,  in  a  word,  jon  hare  a  case  of  malignant  diphtheria, 
where  tbe  peril  la  rather  in  the  general  condition  than  in  Ibe  local  lesion  of  tb* 
larjnx  or  the  trachea,  thi  optration  ihoald  not  b»  atttmpted~lt  is  InTariably  followed 
bj  death." 

Thna,  in  contrast  to  the  case  under  coneideratioQ,  wae  one  of  about 
the  same  age  treated  this  winter.  Thick  diphtheritic  patches  on  the 
throat,  were  followed  by  well-marked  symptoms  of  their  extension  to 
the  larynx;  hut  the  general  state  of  the  patient  was  such  that  the 
question  of  an  operation  was  not  entertained  for  a  moment;  she  was 
pale  and  strikingly  aniemie,  her  pnlse  like  a.  mere  thread,  and  extreme 
depression  marked  upon  every  feature.  She  recovered,  however,  and 
is  the  only  case  I  ever  saw  recover  of  laryngeal  affection  in  diphtheria. 
The  treatment  was  with  tr.  ferri  mnr.,  chlorate  of  potash,  qninia  and 
alcoholic  stimulants  with  inhalation  of  the  steam  of  slacking  lime, 
and  lime  water  and  solution  of  tannin,  alternately  in  vapor  from  the 
steam  atomiser. 

In  giving  authorities  in  favor  of  tracheotomy  in  diphtheritic  laryn- 
gitis, I  must  not  omit  Dr.  Jacobi  of  New  York.  In  a  recent  article 
upon  croup,  which,  in  my  humble  opinion,  is  one  of  the  best  contri- 
butions ever  made  to  the  medical  journal  literature  of  this  country, 
he  acknowledges  no  centra-indication  to  the  operation,  if  the  patient 
be  suffocating  :'f- 

"  Mow,  while  1  admit  vbat  with  ejmptoms  of  general  diphtheria,  complicat- 
ing a  cue  of  larjageal  diphtheritis,  called  memhranoaa  croup,  the  prognosis  of  the 
operation  becomes  more  donbtfal,  I  lay  atreu  on  the  very  aame  bet,  for  tbe  reason 
tbat  even  in  such  cases,  the  obIj  indication  for  tbe  operation  rests  in  the  local 
obttruction." 

The  same  doctrine  ia  Unght  by  Guersant| — marked  evidence  of 
general  infection  of  the  system  lessens  the  chance  of  success. 

"  If  there  ore  false  membranes  in  the.nares,  behind  tbe  ears  where  ulceraliou 

°C(Isijw  UtdUall,  toms  I,  ptgr,  4&1. 
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often  exist;  if  th*  sab-niiiillarj  gaoglik  nre  enlarged,  mi  if  the  urine  ta  kibn- 
ninosB,  tbe  operator  ihonld  know  that  there  is  trt;  little  or  no  hope  of  sncceu." 

A  debilitating  course  of  treatment — "loir  diet,  antimonials,  leeotes 
and  bliatera" — lessen  the'chanoes  of  the  operation;  but  extenaion  of 
the  false  membranes  to  the  bronchis,  are  not  for  him,  a  contia-indi- 
eation : 

"  We  hare  seen  patienta  spontaneous);  expel  false  membranei  rapn:se«ting  tbe 
«avitj  of  the  trachea  luid  bronchial  tubes,  and  reroTer  wjtbont  an  operation,  and 
others  who  bare  also  thrown  them  up  after  tracheotom;,  and  alao  lecoTer." 

In  a  discnsaion  of  the  operation  by  the  Medical  Faonlty  of  the 
Hospitals  of  Paris,*  M.  Archambault  Tecogntsed  the  existence  of  broi- 
cho-pneamonia  as  a  eomplioatlou  exercising  great  influence  upon  the 
result  of  the  operation.  His  remarks  are  of  interest  in  reference  to 
the  case  under  oar  care : 

"  M.  Archambanll  insisted  upon  broncbo-pnenmoQia  being  among  the  |[raTest 
com  plica  lions  and  oae  aJmost  tarel?  fatal  if  exiating  at  tbe  tiine  of  the  operation 
or  shortlj  aftervards.  It  is,  he  added,  eitiemel;'  diOicult  to  recognize  the  phjs- 
leal  sigoa  during  the  aspbjxial  period  of  croap;  it  can  be  rather  judged  to  be 
present,  than  diagDostleated,  b;  tbe  freqaeocr  of  the  pulse  and  respiratory  roora- 
mrnts,  (140  and  40),  while  in  cases  where  there  is  oalj  croupal  aephjrxia,  the  tH- 
qnencj'  of  pulse  aad  respiration  are  mnch  le^." 

Having  begun  with  tbe  simple  intention  c^  reporting  a  case,  W» 
have  extended  our  remarks,  perhaps,  already  too  far,  and  will  not, 
therefore,  enter  upon  any  statistical  evidence  to  sustain  tbe  operation 
of  tracheotomy  in  diphtheria.  It  might  be  doing  good  service  t» 
adduce  it.  True  membranouB  croup  occurs  in  this  section  so  rarely, 
diphtheria  with  laryngeal  affection  and  without  too  severe  general 
symptoms  for  the  operation,  is  but  occasional  anywhere,  the  situation 
is  so  painful  for  parents  and  trying  for  the  medical  man,  that  it  would 
he  well  to  have  at  hand  the  fair  support  which  statistics  will  give  ta 
the  measure.  We  must  defer  this  taskj  however,  to  another  time,  and 
content  ourselves  with  quoting  here  the  noble  words  of  Bartbez:f 

"If  children,  the  subjec'.B  of  bad  croup,  baring  reached  tbe  stage  of  confirmed 
aspbyzio,  and  baring  no  longer  anything  to  expect  of  medicine,  offer  to  the  sur- 
geon the  chance  of  one  rrcoTery  in  ten,  in  twenty,  or  even  less,  I  for  one,  haye 
not  the  courage  to  refuse  them." 

Hitlier,  in  his  recent  work  on  diseases  of  children,  teaches  the  doc- 
trine of  operation  whenever  death  is  threatened  from  laryngeal  ob- 
struction. 

tAiMim  Bti-ralm  dt  Jfufon,  Julllel.  1B«S. 
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We  may  all  of  na  at  least  espect  as  good  BuccesB  as  Nelatoo ;  he 
WTed  his  first  case  and  tben  operated  twenty-three  times  without  a 
recoveryl*  The  particulars  of  the  cases  are  not  given;  but  it  is  to 
be  presumed  that  the  French  rule  was  followed,  of  operating  under 
any  and  all  circumstances. 

Finally,  in  considering  the  propriety  of  an  operation,  the  relief  to 
flufiering  given  by  it  should  have  due  weight.  This  was  answered  in 
the  case  reported.  It  is  a  strong  point,  for  of  all  the  painful  scenes  a 
medical  man  is  called  upon  to  witness,  few  are  more  distresging  than 
that  of  a  strong  and  vigorous  child  suffocating  from  laryngeal  obstruc- 
tiou.  If  only  a  quiet  and  peaceful  death  be  attained  by  the  operation, 
that  can  not  be  oonsidered  a  trifling  gain. 


CORRELATION  OF  THE  PHYSICAL  AND  VITAL  FORCES. 

BY  JAS.   r.    HIBBERD,   H.   D.,    BICHUOND,   IND. 

On  the  I2th  of  October,  1868,  the  winter  course  of  lectures  in  the 
Jefferson  Medical  College  of  Philadelphia,  was  opened  by  an  inaugural 
address  by  J.  Aitken  Meigs,  M.  D.,  recently  appointed  to  the  chair  of 
Institutes  of  Medicine  and  Medical  Jurisprudence  in  that  honored 
seat  of  learuing. 

Prof.  Meigs  takes  for  the  theme  of  his  address,  the  Correlation  of 
the  Physical  and  Vital  forces,  and  after  a  somewhat  elaborate  review 
of  the  progress  of  science  in  this  regard  during  the  last  one  hundred 
years,  apparently  arrives  at  the  conclusion  that  at  the  present  day  there 
is  no  man  of  eminence  or  ability  who  is  not  a  convert  to  the  doctrine 
of  the  correlation  of  physical  and  vital  force.  Possibly  this  was  not 
the  author's  intention  ;  but  the  reader  is  certainly  led  to  this  view  of 
his  labor.  One  would  hope  that  the  emdite  and  accomplished  profes- 
sor is  not  going  to  make  of  himself  an  addition  to  that  not  inconsid- 
erable class  of  teachers  in  medicine,  who  having  adopted  a  theory, 
bring  forward  abundantly  of  authority  facts  and  arguments  to  sustain 
their  views,  without  intimating  that  the  opposite  opinion  has  earnest 
and  honest  advocates  to  support  it. 

The  status  of  scientific  opinion  in  relation  to  vital  force  in  the  last 
half  of  the  eighteenth  century,  is  fixed  by  Prof.  M.,  by  citing  the 
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ideu  promalgated  &t  that  time  b;f  John  Hnnter,  ia  EnglaDd,  Hum- 
boldt, ID  QermaDj,  and  Bichat,  ia  Fiance,  all  of  whom  wera  earaest 
advocates  of  the  doctrine  that  vital  force  ia  something  sui  geaerii,  a 
special  eadowmeot  of  living  things.  He  refers  to  man;  other  emi- 
nent men,  active  and  of  authoritj,  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  present 
century,  who  held  the  same  views  strongly,  one  of  them  declaring  that 
in  the  whole  range  of  medical  literature  there  is  not  a  single  author 
of  note  who  does  not  admit  the  existence  of  "a  governing  vital  prin- 
ciple as  a  distinct  entity,  distinct  fVom  all  other  things  in  nature." 

He  then  alludes  to  the  work  of  Dr.  S.  L.  Metcalfe,  of  Philadelphia, 
on  "  Calorie,"  puhlished  in  1843,  as  being  the  first  complete  treatise 
that  clearly  set  out  and  maintained  the  doctrine  of  the  unity  of  all 
force;  vital  phenomena  hemg  the  product  of  one  of  its  correlated 
phases. 

Dr.  Metcalfe's  book  did  not  meet  with  much  rect^nition  as  an 
exponent  of  the  truth  of  science.  Indeed,  Dr.  Kchardson  spoke  of 
the  author  as  an  "immortal  heretic  in  science,"  and  Dr.  Carpenter 
oharaoterized  him  as  "an  enthusiast  and  system  maker,  and  declared 
that  his  views  were  very  unphilosophical."  Now,  however,  these  two 
eminent  London  physiologists  are  among  the  most  earnest  advocates 
of  the  doctrine  which  they  almost  ridiculed  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago. 

Prof.  Meigs  recounts  the  labors  and  recites  the  opinions  of  a  host  of 
the  leading  medical  men  of  to-day,  who  in  various  ways  illustrate  the 
oorrectness  of  the  idea  of  a  unity  of  force.  After  informing  us  that 
recently  "  Wurti  announced  that  he  had  effected  the  synthesis  of  neu- 
rine;  while  Kolbe,  at  a  late  meeting  of  the  chemical  society,  stated 
that  he  had  obtained  urea  irom  carbonate  of  ammonia,"  Prof  M.  con- 
tinues: "It  is  highly  probable,  indeed,  that  the  time  will  come  when 
all  the  produota  of  living  organisms  will  be  created  or  closely  imitated 
by  the  chemist.  The  complete  realiiation  of  this  probability  will 
shortly  tend  to  deprive  nutrition  or  assimilation  of  its  mysterious 
vitalistic  character,  and  bring  it,  in  common  with  other  organic  or 
vegetable  functions,  within  the  pale  of  physico-chemical  actions."  He 
then  quotes  f^om  Dr.  QuU,  the  great  praotioal  physician  of  London, 
and  a  profound  thinker,  this  sentence:  "Daily  advances  in  science 
make  it  more  and  more  probable  that  organized  beings  are  the  neces- 
sary development  of  the  physical  condition  of  our  globe."  Other  dis- 
tinguished scientists  are  cited  to  the  same  general  tenor. 

The  microBcope,  by  its  revelations,  has  revolntionited  many  of  the 
histological  notions  that  were  very  confidently  taught  thirty  years  ago. 
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The  moat  important  point,  for  our  present  pnrpose,  that  it  has  revealed, 
is  the  fact,  now  accorded  each  b;  all  classee  of  biologiate,  that  the  cell 
is  the  unit  of  vital  activity  in  all  organic  eiistenoes.  The  theorjr  of 
cyt^-genesis,  in  the  animal  kingdom,  ie  in  its  infancy  jet;  but  it  is  a 
▼igorooH  and  a  popular  infant,  recogniied  by  all  wise  men  as  the  com* 
ing  gi&Dt  in  biological  science,  its  growth  assured  and  its  develop- 
ment rapidly  promoted,  by  the  fostering  attention  of  anch  nntiring  and 
zealona  scientific  wet-nurses  as  "Remak,  Virchow,  Weber,  Redfern, 
His,  Bottcher,  Billroth,  Paget,  Beale,  Max  Schnltie,  Robin  and  many 
others." 

According  to  Prof.  Heigs,  the  phyaico-vital  correlation  bf  force  is 
•  as  much  an  established  fact  as  the  cyto-genesis  of  tissues,  and  as  fully 
accepted  by  biolo^sts.  He  calls  it  he  "highway  of  research  leading 
to  the  true  theory  of  life,"  and  tells  us  that  among  the  great  men 
who  are  radiating  this  highway  with  their  intellectual  light,  are  to  bo 
found  Vauuxem,  Metcalfe,  Grove,  Carpenter,  Faraday,  Mayer,  Rad- 
eliffe,  Hinton,  Leconte,  Vieiordt,  Donders,  Pick  and  Wislioenns,  Rankcj 
Tyndall,  Prankland,  Lawes  and  Gilbert,  Parkes,  Odling,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Hanghton,  Bence  Jones,  &c. 

The  careful  reader  will  notice  that  this  last  catalogue  of  names, 
long  as  it  is,  omits  all  mention  of  one  of  the  most  industrioos,  pains- 
taking, and  candid  microBoapists  in  the  world,  an  Snglish  bfologist 
whose  enviable  reputation  extends  tbroughout  the  borders  of  civilica- 
tion,  a  penetrating  observer  and  a  profound  reasoner,  who  quarrels 
with  no  one,  but  gives  the  results  of  his  labors  with  a  clearness  and 
perspicacity  that  others  might  follow  with  advantage;  we  mean  Dr. 
Lionel  S.  Beale,  of  London. 

Beale,  in  hie  work  "  on  the  stmoture  and  growth  of  tisanes,  and  on 
life,"  devotes  the  last  chapter  to  a  consideration  of  Life  in  the  light  of 
the  histological  facts  presented  in  the  preceding  part  of  the  book. 
He  had  already  shown  that  the  cell  consistA  eBsentially  of  two  parte, 
the  "germinal  matter"  and  the  "formed  material;"  of  these,  the 
latter  exists  exteriorly  and  the  fonaer  centrally.  The  pabulnm  for 
the  nutrition  of  the  cell  is  received  into  the  center  of  the  germinal 
matter,  and  there  begins  its  outward  course,  and  as  it  progresses,  under- 
going the  metamorphsis  into  the  living  structure  of  the  cell,  so  that 
by  the  time  it  has  reached  the  limit  of  the  germinal  matter  it  has  be- 
come formed  material,  and  is  no  longer  subject  to  vital  processes  car- 
ried on  in  the  cell.  Now,  according  to  Beale,  when  this  unorganised 
pabulum  reaches  the  center  of  the  genninal  matter  and  begins  its  oat- 
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w&rd  progress,  its  traDsformation  is  accomplieliQd  by  a  force  luviog  no 
unison  with  an;  conceivable  plan  of  physical  force;  bnt  on  the  oon* 
trary,  it  is  acting  in  direct  antagonism  to  all  recogniied  laws  of  that 
force. 

There  is  nothing  in  Ascherson's  obserrations  of  the  oil  globules 
taking  a  coating  of  albumen — nothing  in  the  "  progressiTe  physioal 
changes  which  take  place  in  the  chyle  as  it  passes  onwards  through 
the  laoteals  into  the  thoracic  dnct" — nothing  in  Prof.  Bennett's  leo- 
tore  on  the  "Origin  of  Infusoria,"  that  satisfactorily  accounts  for  the 
phenomena  that  Beale  asserts  are  accomplished  only  by  a  vital  force,  a 
force  unlike  anything  else  in  nature,  and  he  clums  that  it  is  a  special 
endowment  of  living  matter  conferred  on  it  by  the  great  Author  of 
the  universe. 

Quite  possibly  Beale  may  be  mistaken,  and  in  a  little  while  soma 
IjDZ-eyed  philosopher  may  penetrate  the  mystery  of  interior  cell  action 
and  show  us  clearly  enough  that  it  is  hut  a  peculiar  modification  of 
common  physical  force,  so  ordered  by  the  Creator  for  the  construction 
of  oi^nized  living  tissues ;  and  when  this  is  done,  no  man  will  be  more 
ready  to  say  it  is  done  than  Beale.  But  until  we  attain  to  such  knowl- 
edge, it  must  be  regarded  as  something  in  the  nature  of  a  sin  of  omiS' 
sion  in  even  so  good  a  man  as  Prof.  Meigs,  when  he,  summing  up  the 
status  of  the  scientific  world  upon  the  point,  in  an  inaugural  address 
to  a  house  full  of  students  and  others,  conveys  the  idea  that  there  a 
no  one  of  meritorious  eminence  who  does  not  yield  credence  to  the 
theory  that  sun  force  and  vital  force  are  correlated — are  hut  phases  of 
the  same  power  that  floats  the  seronant  through  the  air — that  holds  the 
ocean  in  its  bed  in  the  dinrnal  whirl  of  the  earth — that  forces  the 
melt«d  viscera  of  the  earth  up  through  the  volcano's  orater,  and  that 
sends  our  thoughts  through  the  wires  bounding  over  the  continent,  or 
shooting  beneath  the  deep  sea  ttom  hemisphere  to  hemisphere. 


A  CHILD  BORN  WITHOUT  CALVAEIA  OR  ENCEPHALON. 

BT  DB.   0.    H.   SMITH,   EIBKLIN,    IND. 

July  27th,  1867,  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  H ,  aged  thirty  years — 

German — vito-motor  temperament — finely  developed — mother  of  three 
Uvii^  children. 
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On  arrival,  found  alie  had  given  birth  to  a  healthy  male  child  which 
vas  separated  and  given  to  the  uorse,  and  within  twenty  minntes  more 
a  female,  breech  presenting,  was  delivered  atill-born  and  without  cran- 
iam  or  brain. 

Some  ten  minutes  were  taken  up  in  attentions  to  the  patient,  and 
removing  placenta,  which  was  double,  when  the  monstrositj  waa  more 
oloselj  obnerred. 

The  parietal  bones  were  entirely  absent.  The  occipital  and  frontal 
were  absent,  except  the  inferior  part  of  the  former  and  orbital  plates  of 
the  latter.  The  superior  part  of  the  temporal  bonea  was  also  wanting. 
The  eyes  were  qnite  prominent,  but  the  optic  nerves  dwindled  to  a  shred 
before  decussating.  A  thin,  transparent  membrane  stretched  loosely 
across  the  base  of  the  skull,  beneath  which  was  a  email  amount  of 
pulpy  substance,  and  serous  fluid  tinged  with  red.  The  medulla  spin- 
alis terminated  in  a  soft,  roundish  mass.  Development  otherwise  nor- 
mal and  child  of  medium  siie. 

Up  to  this  time,  no  signs  of  life  had  been  manifested,  neither  heart 
sounds  nor  respiratory  gasp ;  but  on  touching  the  superior  termination 
of  the  medulla  spinalis,  oonvuleive  movements  of  the  limbs  followed 
repeatedly,  but  no  reflex  action  coald  be  elicited  by  irritating  the  pe- 
ripheries. 

Parturition  was  natural,  except  an  excessive  amount  of  liquor  amnii 
with  second  birth.  Neither  was  there  any  occurrence  during  gestation 
that  would  likely  have  influenced  development.  In  October,  1665, 
patient  had  typhoid  fever,  and  in  December  following,  empyema,  from 
both  of  which  she  had  made  an  excellent  recovery.  It  might  be  well 
to  state  that  the  husband  was  a  very  intelligent  and  healthy  fanner. 
We  leave  the  subject  without  comment. 


ON  LITHOTOMY  OF  THE  GALL-BLADDER. 


udToh 
Ogdtowd  fivm  /aft  87,  fUn>ar|r  KaJnr, 

Mr.  Samuel  Sharpe,  who  was  surgeon  to  Guy's  Hospital,  in  his  Crit- 
ical Enquity  into  the  Preient  Sla^  of  Surgery,  London,  1750,  at  page 
222,  thus  remarks;     "I  have  hinted  that  though  the  opening  of  the 
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gall-bUdder  is  exceedingly  dangeioae,  where  it  rem&ina  looee,  yet  when 
it  happens  to  adhere  to  the  peritoneum,  the  operation  may  be  advisa- 
ble. The  gall-bladder,  like  the  urinary -bladder,  by  excessive  disten- 
sion is  BometimeB  bnrstj  bat  if  previous  to  the  mpture,  it  adheres  to 
the  neighboring  parts  with  which  it  falls  into  ooataot,  as  is  usual  with 
inflamed  membranes,  it  will  be  proper  to  make  an  incision  in  the  upper 
part,  lest  it  shoald  burst  into  a  part  that  should  evacuate  the  bile  into 
the  abdomen.  There  are  several  examples  recorded  where  it  has  broke 
externally,  and  the  patiente  by  this  accident  have  done  well.  These 
examples,  therefore,  show  the  fitness  of  making  such  an  opening,  where 
an  adhesion  is  certain;  bnt  what  recommends  an  operation  still  more, 
is  the  poBsibility  of  extracting  a  stone  oi  stones  from  the  gall-bladder, 
which  by  their  residence,  would  continue  t«  keep  up  the  inflamtnatiou 
and  the  consequential  complaints.  This  operaUon  was  first  performed 
where  it  was  not  originally  intended,  the  anrgeon  only  pn^osing  to 
cnre  by  dilatation  a  small  fistula  of  the  gall-bladder;  hut  in  examin- 
ing the  cavity  with  his  probe,  he  felt  a  stone  as  large  as  a  pigeon'» 
egg,  which  he  extracted,  and  the  patient  recovered.  It  ia  true,  this 
op<!ration  is  not  yet  established;  bnt  beudes  the  case  here  recited, 
there  are  several  histories  of  patients  whose  gall-bladders  have  burst 
externally,  and  whose  stones  have  worked  out  of  themselves,  which 
ought  to  encourage  a  skillfal  surgeon  always  to  examine  if  there  are 
any  stones  in  the  gall-bladder,  whether  the  opening  into  it  be  made  by 
nature  or  art." 

Wm,  Bromfield,  Surgeon  to  Her  Majesty,  and  to  St.  Geoige's  Hee- 
pitftl,  in  his  Chtrurfficat  Ohtervation*  and  Oatet,  published  in  Londoi, 
1773,  volnme  ii,  page  174,  speaking  of  distended  gall-bladders,  adds: 
"The  tnmor  in  this  part  has  often  been  mistaken  for  an  abseessof  thft 
liver,  which  at  length  bursting,  has  given  credit  to  the  person  who  at- 
tended the  case;  for  by  dilating  the  orifice,  some  biliary  calculi  have 
been  discovered,  which  irere  then  extracted  with  great  solemnity,  as 
if  the  whole  operation  was  done  in  oonseqiteDoe  of  the  superior  skill 
of  the  operator.  The  same  thing  has  happened  in  abscesses  of  the 
kidneys  from  the  same  cause ;  and  ao&ors  very  gravely  desoiibe  the 
operation  of  nephrotomy,  as  if  an  able  anatemist,  once  convinced  of 
a  stone  being  generated  in  the  kidneys,  and  too  large  to  pass  into 
the  ureter,  would  judge  it  might  be  taken  ouk  as  safely  as  from  the 
bladder.  Surely  this  want  of  candor  is  nnpardonable,  as  the  credit, 
if  any,  is  certainly  due  to  chance ;  bat  relying  om  the  reputation  of  the 
relator,  a  young  rash  practitioner  may  think  the  authority  sofficient 
(ISi 
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foi  him  to  make  the  attempt.  I  km  afraid  some  of  my  brother  «t- 
thon  are  rather  too  fond  of  relating  caua  of  the  mairalona  kind, 
attended  with  BQcoeis,  without  mentioning  those  which  misoarried. 
The  integrity  of  Hippooratei  haa  done  more  aerrice  to  physioians,  in 
letting  down  the  practice  when  nnanooesafnl,  as  well  as  where  the  pa- 
tients reooTered,  than  if  he  had  put  down  twenty  times  tito  number 
that  did  well,  and  omitted  thorn  that  died  nnder  hia  care." 

Delpeoh,  in  hie  Prieii  £l4metUaire  da  Maladiet  repvtdet  Chirur- 
gieate,  Paris,  1816,  tome  ii,  p^e  189,  thns  eommenti  npon  the  opera- 
tions which  hare  been  proposed  for  the  removal  of  biliary  calculi; 
"After  the  spontaneous  or  artificial  opening  of  tumors  formed  by  dis- 
tended gall 'bladders,  it  has  often  happened  that  biliary  coucreUoBB 
have  been  found  and  easily  extracted.  This  has  been  followed  by  as 
abundant  escape  of  bile,  which  these  foreign  bodies  had  caused  to  be 
retained,  and  in  some  inataitces  the  patients  have  been  cured.  From 
this  it  has  been  inferred  that  when  biliary  tumors  have  terminated  in 
such  openings,  a  grooved  sound  might  be  introduced  and  calculi  de- 
tected, aa  well  as  removed  by  enlarging  the  opening.  But  very  few 
cases  have  been  brought  forward  to  prove  that  biliary  concrettona  have 
been  extracted  from  the  gall-bladder  itself.  Judging  ttom  obeervation, 
it  would  seem  that  almost  always  these  bodies  have  been  removed  from 
the  thickness  of  the  abdominal  walls,  where  they  had  become  engaged, 
and  often  they  have  been  found  in  a  ainns  in  the  abdominal  muscles, 
or  beneath  the  integuments,  which  sinus  has  been  caused  by  the  infiU 
tration  of  bile  in  the  oellolar  tiraue.  If  it  must  bo  admitted  that,  in 
certain  eases,  these  eoncretions  had  been  formed  in  the  gall-bladder, 
and  were  af^rwards  thrown  towards  the  surface  by  the  proeeas  of  sup- 
puratioD,  we  are  led  also  by  analogy,  to  believe  that  under  certain  cir* 
cumstances  these  biliary  concretions  have  been  formed  in  the  sinuses 
in  which  they  were  found.  It  is  an  important  rule,  taught  by  expeii- 
enee,  that  we  must  not  toneh  biliary  tumors  except  where  Uiere  has 
been  ^evidence  of  external  iitJinmatiop  which  has  led  to  adhesions  of 
the  abdominal  walls  aud  die  smrface  of  the  gall-bladder.  But  even 
then,  how  can  we  be  assvcd  tiiat  in  carrying  Ae  knife  to  this  or  that 
point  of  the  nrcnmfereBce  of  th«  abdominal  uloeration  or  opening,  we 
ma^  not  pass  beyond  the  limits  of  adheeion,  and  give  rise  to  infiltration 
of  Ule  in  the  peritoneal  oavi^  vrith  all  its  dreaded  comequences? 
In  oases  where  the  opening  has  bee*  of  long  standing,  uid  has  become 
fistulous  fVom  the  escape  of  bile,  there  may  be  leas  difileulty  and  dan- 
ger fVom  the  proceeding.    Cases  hafve  been  obaerved  in  which  the  ad- 
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lierionB  betWMn  the  gklNbladder  and  tlia  valla  of  the  abdomen  hare 
resembled  an  elongated  ligament.  Into  this  oord-like  sabstanoe,  vhich 
Bay  be  compared  to  a  Teaeel— a  narrow  Binns  eziatiag — a  aoand  pene- 
trates only  with  difficnltj,  showing  on  the  one  hand  an  external  orifice, 
while  the  other  end  oommnnioates  with  tho  gall-bladder,  the  cavity  of 
tlie  latter  contuning  several  biliary  concretions,  which  are  not  free, 
bat  closely  embraced  by  the  walls  of  the  gall-bladder.  It  is  evident 
that  in  sneh  a  case,  the  facility  with  which  the  gall-bladder  hae  emptied 
itself  of  the  bile  deposited  in  \te  cavity,  has  permitted  it  to  oontraot 
elosely  upon  the  concretions  which  it  contuna,  and  hence  the  forma- 
tion of  the  poaches  in  which  they  hare  been  found.  It  is  evident, 
«l80,  that  howcTer  limited  may  be  our  incision  through  the  coats  of  ^e 
cord-like  sinna,  bile  stay  escape  into  the  abdominal  cavity.  Finally, 
it  is  very  donbtAsl  whether,  even  if  we  ahonld  peneteate  safely  into  the 
cavity  of  the  gall-bladder,  we  coald  seiie  and  extract  the  calonli  there 
deposited." 

Delpech  then  lays  dewn  the  following  precepts: 

The  immediate  removal  of  biliary  concretiona  by  means  of  the 
knife,  shonld  be  attempted  only  in  those  cases  where  they  present 
t^mselvea  at  the  ext«T*al  opening  in  the  abdominal  walla,  or  are  en- 
gaged in  the  sinnsea  conaeot«d  with  this  opening.  In  no  case  should 
mch  operatioB  be  attempted  where  they  are  still  enclosed  in  the  gall- 
bladder. Dilating  instrnments,  incapable  of  destroying  the  walls  of 
t)te  ainna,  are  the  only  means  by  which  an  attempt  shonld  be  made  !• 
reach  calcnii  in  the  gall-bladder,  especially  if  the  biliary  tnmor  has 
long  been  open. 

H.  Gmveilbier,  inhiBTyaitiiyAnatomie  Patholoyique  QitdraU,  Paris, 
1852,  tome  dtnxieme,  page  570,  reports  the  following  oaae  which  occor- 
red  in  the  practice  of  H.  Bobert,  then  surgeon  to  the  HApital  Bean- 
JOB :  "  In  1836,  a  female,  «t  36,  was  admitted  with  an  umbilical  fistula 
of  eight  months  duration.  It  was  the  resalt  of  an  abscess  which  spon- 
taneously opened,  giving  issne  to  a  yellowish  pua  A  sonnd  detected 
a  calculus  at  the  bottom,  which  H.  Robert  deewied  to  bo  about  tlM 
•ise  of  a  hasel-nut  He  thought  that  by  breaking  It  into  tn^ 
ments  with  the  oraahiDg  forceps,  it  might  be  Ae  nore  readily  ex- 
tracted; but  the  aimple  introduction  of  the  dressing  forceps  into  ths 
Istnla  for  the  purpose  of  expIoratMn,  gave  rise  te  a  peritonitis  which 
destroyed  the  patient.  The  fietufat,  being  epened  at  tiie  umbiiicus,  fol- 
lowed the  course  of  the  suspensory  ligawent  of  the  liver,  and  termin- 
ated in  the  gall-bladd«r  which  was  ezteusiTely  ulcerated.     Here  wse 
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foond  a  bilkr;  calculus  the  siie  of  a  peach  stone,  which  was  just  within 
the  fiatala,  the  walls  of  which  presented  considerable  resistance." 

ChaisBsignac,  in  his  TraiU  Pratique  de  la  Suppuralion,  et  du 
Drainage  Chintrgical,  Paris,  1859,  tiyme  !i,  at  page  368-9,  after  refer- 
ring to  the  cases  quoted  by  Ploucquet,  in  which  biliary  calculi  through 
an  abscess  have  escaped  spontaneously,  remarks:  When  the  abscess 
opens  spontaneonsly,  if  the  opening  is  too  narrow,  or  too  remote  from 
its  fundus,  we  should  enlarge  it  by  means  of  caustics,  and  especially 
the  Vienna  paste,  and  he  adds  that  a  cure  of  the  biliary  fistula  gener- 
ally takes  place  after  the  extraction  of  the  calculi. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  October  17th, 
18S9,  Mr.  Thudicum  read  a  paper  On  the  Pathology  and  Treatment  of 
Gall-Sfonet.  From  the  report  published  in  the  London  Lancet,  Oc- 
tober 22,  of  the  same  year,  we  extract  the  following;  "After  some 
remarks  upon  the  dietary  and  hygienic  rules  to  be  observed  by  gall- 
bladder patients,  the  author  suggested  that  in  some  appropriate  cases, 
an  operation  for  the  removal  of  gall-stones  through  the  abdominal 
walls,  should  become  a  subject  of  consideration  for  surgeons.  Dr. 
Richardson  having  alluded  to  the  effects  of  loss  of  bile  by  a  biliary 
fistula  in  animals,  which  he  thought  was  contra-indicating  the  pro- 
posed operation,  referred  to  points  of  diagnosis.  The  President  (Mr. 
Hilton)  remarked  upon  the  operation  which  the  author  had  hinted  at, 
and  thought  there  were  many  difficulties  in  its  way.  He  should  like 
to  hear  from  physicians,  the  number,  nature  and  prospecte  of  such 
cases  in  which  the  operation  for  extracting  gall-stones  could  be  thought 
of.  The  operation  would  be  impossible  in  caECS  where  the  calculus 
was  closely  embraced  by  the  bladder.  But,  from  his  knowledge,  he 
thought  it  not  imposBible  that  cases  fit  for  operative  relief  might  pre- 
sent themselvesj  and  in  cases  of  distended  gall-bladder,  (which  might 
occur  with  calculi),  an  operation,  such  as  the  author  had  mentioned, 
had  actually  been  performed  with  success." 

Mr.  Thudicum,  in  his  excellent  TrealiK  on  Gall-Stonei,  London, 
1863,  page  45,  says  that  Petit's  plan  was  adopted  in  Germany  by  A. 
Q.  Richter,  and  that  the  latter  in  his  work  on  Surgery,  gives  an  excel- 
lent description  of  biliary  fistuln  and  their  treatment,  and  of  enlarge- 
ments of  the  gall-bladder  from  calculi,  and  their  treatment  by  sur- 
gical operations.  He  adds:  "The  essays  of  Petit  and  Richter  must 
be  carefully  perused  in  order  to  see  that  the  propositions  of  their 
authors  were  by  no  means  so  chimerical  as  subsequent  writ«r8  have 
endeavored  to  make  out."     At  page  251,  Mr.  T.  refers  to  a  case  in  which, 
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accordiog  to  BchnrigioB  (^lAthologia,  page  268),  J.  Fabriciua  removed 
two  biliary  concretions  fVom  «  livlag  m&n  by  means  of  cutting.  At 
page  253,  be  mentions  the  case  of  Lespine,  in  wbicb  tbe  abeceaa  was 
opened  witb  tbe  knife,  and  tbe  calcalns  reacbed. 

Mr.  Tbndicnm  baa  copied  from  tbe  London  Medical  7Kmt§  and 
Gazette,  May  lOtb,  1862,  tbe  report  of  a  very  interesting  case,  tinder 
the  cate  of  Dr.  Cockle,  at  tbe  Royal  Free  Hospital,  in  which  a  number 
of  biliary  calcnii  were  discharged  throngb  a  spontaneons  opening  abont 
two  inches  below  the  nmbilioss.  This  opening  was  abont  tbe  sice  of 
a  crow's  quill,  and  from  its  orifice  there  was  a  cooatant  ooEing  of  nearly 
colorless  mucna,  A  probe  passed  readily  obliqaely  upwards  when  it 
«ame  id  contact  witb  a  solid  body.  After  several  ineffectual  attempts 
to  extract  it  with  the  dilating  forceps  constructed  expressly  for  the 
purpose,  Dr.  Cockle  was  compelled  to  slit  up  the  sinus  as  far  as  tbe 
stone,  and  then  readily  removed  it.  Tbe  wound  quickly  healed;  but 
at  the  end  of  two  or  three  weeks,  the  old  symptoms  returned  and  another 
calculus  VAB  detected  abont  two  inches  distant  from  the  outer  ori- 
fice. "Mr.  Hill  again  tried  to  dilate  the  sinus  and  grasp  tbe  stone, 
but  after  a  few  attempts,  so  mncb  tenderness  and  purnlent  discharge 
followed,  that  it  was  not  conaidered  safe  to  interfere  further  at  present. 
Recently,  these  signs  have  ceased,  and  the  fistula  has  again  relapsed 
into  its  former  indolent  state,  contracting,  and  only  discharging  nearly 
colorless  mncos.  The  patient  has  now  returned  to  her  ordinary  occu- 
pation ;  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  sinus  will  again  open  fVom 
Ume  to  Ume,  as  many  calculi  are  still  in  tJie  gall-bladder."  Dr.  C. 
then  refers  to  tbe  case  which  we  have  already  quoted  in  the  practice 
of  M.  Robert,  to  show  that  fatal  results  may  easily  follow  tbe  attempt 
in  some  of  these  cases  to  dilate  a  sinus  and  extract  the  calculas. 

In  the  Gaxette  da  Hopitaux,  Faria,  March  24th,  1866,  is  a  paper 
on  the  Treatment  of  Biliary  Tumor,  by  M.  Luton  de  Reims,  who  is 
also  the  author  of  tbe  article  Biliairet  (  Voiei)  in  the  Nouv.  Diet,  de 
Med.  et  de  Chirurgie  Frattquet,  torn.  Btb,  Paris,  1866.  In  this  he  gives 
an  analysis  of  tbe  case  reported  in  the  Bull,  de  la  Soc.  Anat.,  1856,  where 
Leclero  (de  Senlii),  in  a  female  Kt.  62,  opened  a  fluctuating  tumor  in 
the  right  hypochondriac  region  by  means  of  caustic  potash,  and  firom 
which  at  first  a  serous  looking  fluid  escaped,  followed  by  a  large  num- 
ber of  biliary  calculi.  The  patient  made  a  complete  recovery.  M. 
Luton  adds  that  some  two  years  before,  Demarquay  communicated  to 
tbe  Society  de  Chiruryie  the  particulars  of  a  case  in  which  a  man,  set. 
36,  had  in  the  inferior  part  of  the  right  hypocbondrinm  a  fistulous 
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opeQiug  racceeding  to  an  absceBS  of  the  gall-blftdder,  and  through 
whioh,  f^om  time  to  time,  bilUrj  cftloali  escaped.  A  c&refo]  examiiui- 
tioD  ihoved  that  the  fistulons  passage  and  the  gall-bladdei  were  filled 
with  oonCTetioDB  of  the  same  oature.  With  the  forceps,  it  was  easy 
to  remove  those  which  were  of  small  site  and  which  occupied  the  vicin- 
ity of  the  external  orifice  of  the  fistula;  but  those  of  greater  siie 
ooold  not  be  removed  until  they  had  bean  cmahed  with  a  email  brit- 
jnerre.  The  patient  was  restored  to  perfect  health.  From  which  he 
remarks  that  lithotrity,  as  well  as  lithotomy,  may  be  applied  to  the 
treatment  of  biliary  oalcnli.  M.  Luton  states,  in  conclusion,  that  he 
has  seen  a  patient  who,  af^r  an  attack  of  jaundice,  had  a  bilisry  tiunor 
which  increased  rapidly.  An  opening  was  made  by  means  of  caustio 
potash,  and  in  the  course  of  a  month,  a  few  calculi  escaped.  Four 
months  afterwards  the  fistula  was  still  open,  when  the  track  waa  in- 
jected with  iodine.  Three  years  afterwards  it  was  not  closed,  and  yet 
the  patient's  health  was  good. 

It  is  well  known  that  cases  have  been  reported  of  congenital 
absence  of  the  gall-bladder,  and  yet  no  inconvenience  seemed  to  have 
attended  such  defect.  Whether  the  eases  reported  are  sufficient  to 
warrant  the  following  statement  by  Matthew  Baillie  in  bis  Morbid 
Anatomy,  London,  third  edition,  1807,  page  251,  we  do  not  pretend  to 
determine.  Under  the  head  of  The  Gali-Bladdtr  Wanting,  he  re- 
marks: "The  gall-bladder  baa  also  been  known  to  be  wanting,  f^om 
a  defect  in  the  original  formation.  (See  Dr.  Scemmering's  Qerm.  Trans- 
lat,  page  150.)  It  has  never  occnrred  to  me  to  see  an  example  of  this 
kind  of  monstrosity;  but  it  may  be  the  more  readily  believed  some- 
times  to  happen,  as  the  gall-bladder  does  not  serve  any  necessary  pur- 
pose in  the  body.  There  are  many  elaases  of  animals  which  are  natu- 
rally without  a  gall-bladder." 

According  to  Malgaigne,  (}Vat(«  d"  Analomie  ChirurgicaU  el  de 
ChirurffU  Ih^erimentaU,  Paris,  18&9,  tojne  n,  page  363),  Berlin  and 
Campaignao  have  proposed  either  the  extirpation  or  the  ligature  of  the 
gall-bladder,  both  for  the  purpose  of  removing  biliary  calculi  and  pre- 
venting their  return.  Herlin  advised  the  application  of  the  ligature  to 
the  neck ;  bnt  Campaignac  to  the  gall-bladder  itself.  The  former  tried 
his  experiment  on  a  cat,  which  retained  its  appetite  and  all  its  func- 
tions unimpaired. 

According  to  Malgaigne,  Langlas  and  Ihichalnois  extirpated  tha 
gall-bladder  in  three  dogs,  and  they  recovered.  The  well  known  fatal- 
ity of  wounds  of  the  gall-bladder  in  the  human  subject,  except  wheta 
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kdlierions  had  formod,  is  well  uadentood,  and  tkeir  resnlta  lead  so 
(upport  to  the  heroic  operation  above  propoBcd. 

M.  LutoQ  in  hie  article  in  the  Nouv.  Diet,  de  Med.  el  de  Chir.,  tome 
V,  page  98,  states  that  in  cases  of  doabtfiil  diagnosis  we  may  venture 
to  puncture  with  an  exploring  trooar,  even  vhen  we  have  reason  to 
believe  that  no  adhesions  have  formed  between  the  tumor  and  the 
abdominal  parietes.  He  adds  that  this  "petite  opetatioo"  is  devoid 
of  danger,  and  that  he  has  himself  resorted  to  it  in  one  instance  witil- 
ont  accident.  He  has  also  seen  at  the  clinio  of  the  Hotel  XKea  of 
Reims,  M.  Thomas,  by  this  means,  detect  the  nature  of  a  tumor  in  the 
right  hypochondrium,  which  was  formed  by  a  distended  gall-bladdet, 
ud  is  which  the  instrument  strock  a  biliary  calculus.  This  ezplor-  ■ 
ing  toooar  should  not  exceed  one  millimetre  in  diameter. 

In  conclusion,  we  will  now  present  an  analyus  of  the  very  inter- 
esting case  reported  by  Dr.  J.  S.  Bobbs,  of  Indianapolis,  in  the  IVom- 
aetioHt  of  llie  Indiana  SlaU  Medical  Society  for  1868,  pages  68-73, 
As  will  be  seen  iVom  the  report,  the  Doctor,  with  all  the  counsel  called 
in,  oould  form  no  accurate  diagnosis,  nor  even  an  approach  to  it  It 
is  stated  that  although  the  tumor  had  the  position  and  appearance  of 
ovarian,  she  was  informed  that  its  ovarian  character  was  very  doubtfiil  i 
but  it  is  not  even  hinted  that  it  had  any  oonnection  with  the  gall-blad- 
der. We  meutlon  this,  not  in  the  spirit  of  criticism,  but  to  show  that 
the  difficulties,  until  the  cavity  was  laid  open,  were,  in  this  respect, 
insurmountable.  Even  after  the  exploratory  incision  had  been  made, 
the  embarrassment  was  sufficiently  great  to  perplex  the  most  experi- 
enced surgeon,  and  Dr.  Bobbs  is  certainly  to  be  oongratnlat«d  on  Hie 
fortunate  termination  of  the  operation  and  the  subsequent  progress 
of  the  oase.  Old  Mr.  Bromfield,  IVom  what  we  have  quoted  of  his 
writings,  would  certainly  have  questioned  the  propriety  of  the  headii^ 
given  to  Di.  Bobbs'  report,  vii:  Lithotomy  of  the  Qall-Bladder,  and 
this,  simply  upon  the  ground  that  no  such  operation  seems  to  have 
been  contemplated  when  the  removal  of  the  tumor  was  commenced. 
But  as  this  may,  perhaps,  after  all,  be  regarded  merely  as  a  matter  of 
taste,  it  can  not  detract  ftom  the  skill  displayed  in  the  performano*  of 
this  difficult,  and  in  many  respects,  unique  operation.  With  these  few 
reflections,  we  now  copy  from  the  Tr<uuaetion$  in  the  Doctor's  own  lan- 
guage, the  most  important  details  of  the  oase : 

"B.  W.,  Bg«d  thirty  fears,  Teqneated  mj  adrica  bj  r«qa«8t  of  Dr.  Newcomer, 
for  ■□  eDlargement  ia  the  right  iide.  She  U  of  epare  habit,  meilium  «iu,  and 
BUTona  temperament,    Hu  aiuatly  eojojed  prettf  good,  but  never  robiut  bealtli. 

n,g,t,7rJM,COOglC 


218  wsemss  jodknal  or  mbdicinx. 

Aboat  fonr  jeat  aj^  ihe  obMrTed  an  enlugement  io  the  right  iliac  region,  abogt 
tbe  lite  of  »  hickory  out.  Its  poeiUaa  she  represented  to  have  baeo  lo*  dOTn  ia 
the  iliac  region.  There  wag  no  t«Ddenie«8  of  the  part  Her  health  at  the  time 
waa  bad,  and  continue  so  Tor  several  caoatlia.  Sbe  bad  neuralgia  of  the  stomach, 
and  food  anil  drink  created  mucb  distress.  This  was  produced  bj  much  txerciM 
also,  and  usuallj  lasted  three  or  four  hours.  The  enlargement  continued  to  in- 
crease in  size,  and  became  tender  after  exercise,  and  nltimatelj  disabled  her  bom 
walking,  or,  as  (be  eiprened  it,  'laat  winter  (1S6T)  gbe  could  not  pnt  her  foot  Ui 
the  floor,'  Since  January,  1B6T,  the  enlai^ment  has  grown  fkiter  and  giren  more 
trouble. 

"  Elaminalion  rerealed  a  tumor  just  inside  the  right  iliac  bone,  tender  to  pre«- 
Bore.  Its  outline  could  not  be  well  made  out,  except  on  the  right  side,  where  Its 
bonndar;  was  pretty  distinctlj  deRned.  The  course  of  the  tnmor  could  be  traced 
on  its  lower  border,  while  it«  Inner  margin,  toward  the  spine,  waa  \rta  distinctlj 
defined,  and  ita  npper  limits  still  more  obscurely  marked.  It  admitted  of  a  slight 
d^ree  of  motion  from  side  to  side  and  upward,  but  Its  movements  left  it  Dnc«rl«iD 
whether  the  most  prominent  portion  waa  the  chief  part  of  the  enlargement,  or 
only  a  projection  from  a  deeper-seated  growth.  The  walls  of  the  abdomen  were 
tense  and  slightly  protuberant.  The  most  carefnl  examination,  per  vaginam  and 
otherwise,  disclosed  no  connection  with  the  uterus  or  its  appendages,  although  the 
limited  moUon  in  the  parts  did  not  demonstrate  that  no  such  connection  existed. 
The  ntenu  was  tender,  bat  did  not  seem  to  be  enlarged,  as  it  could  not  be  felt 
above  the  pabis. 

"  So  much  obscurity  surrounded  the  case  tiiat  I  requested  ftirtber  examination 
Mid  consideration  at  some  subsequent  period,  before  attempting  to  diagnose  tht 
cbaracler  of  the  tnmor.  This  examinaUon  was  made,  but  revealed  nothing  new, 
and  tended  to  confirm  the  opinion  partially  arrived  at  on  the  previous  occasion, 
that  the  enlargement  bad  uo  connection  with  the  uterine  organs;  but  beyond  this, 
nothing  definite  as  to  il>  character  or  connections  could  be  made  out.  It  had  the 
position  and  appearance  of  ovarian  tumor,  and  the  patient  so  regarded  it,  from  the 
opinion  of  other  physicians  whom  ibe  bad  consulted.  She  was  Informed  that  its 
ovarian  character  was  very  doubtful,  and  its  true  nature  very  uncertain,  and  that 
if  it  were  the  former  I  could  give  no  assurance  that  it  could  be  successfully  re- 
moved. She,  however,  so  persisted  in  the  request  that  1  should  undertake  its 
removal,  that  I  finally  consented  to  make  the  attempt,  and  on  tbe  lB*h  of  June, 
1S6T,  assisted  by  Drs.  Newcomer,  Todd,  Comingor,  Uears,  Avery,  and  a  medical 
student,  proceeded  to  do  so. 

"An  exploratory  incision  was  made  between  the  umbilicus  and  pubis,  the 
patient  being  under  the  influence  of  chloroform.  The  omentum  was  found  to  be 
thickened  and  adherent  to  tbe  walls  of  the  abdomen.  It  was  separated  by  a  finger, 
as  far  as  this  could  reach,  toward  tbe  right  side,  along  the  whole  extent  of  the 
section — about  four  inches  io  length — in  hopes  of  reaching  some  part  where  no 
adhesion  existed.  Failing  in  this,  with  two  fingers  of  either  hand  the  omentnm 
was  torn  tbroagb  over  the  tumor,  so  as  to  admit  the  finger  which  came  upon  the 
protuberant  portion  of  it.  Passing  the  finger  around  this,  some  adbesions  were 
broken  np,  and  tbe  tnmor  traced  upward.    Other  adhesions  which  it  had  formed 
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with  the  parts  aronnd  it,  wen  klso  dbooTcred,  ksd  what  eeemcd  to  b«  asioBlIer 
lobe  in  iu  nppsr  part,  but  do  pedicle  or  attachment  contd  be  Telt.  Enlnrging  tbe 
opeoing  throDgh  the  omcDtum,  the  tumor  wu  plniolf  visible,  but  the  orifice  would 
not  admit  of  its  exit.  The  wound  throagh  tbe  abdomimd  walls  was  carried  aa  inch 
■boTe  the  umbilicoa  on  the  right  side,  over  the  prominent  part  of  the  enlargemonl, 
which  was  made  to  pass  through  iL  This  was  found  to  be  oval  in  form,  about  five 
inches  in  length,  and  two  incbeB  in  diameter  at  the  widest  port,  tense,  and  evi- 
dently contained  a  pellucid  fluid.  No  pedicle  could  be  made  out,  and  the  sack 
■howing  its  contents  to  be  transparent,  its  lower  margin  was  cut  through,  when  a 
perfectly  limpid  fluid  escaped,  propelliDg  with  considerable  force,  serersl  solid  bodies 
about  the  site  of  ordinary  rifle  bnllets.  Introducing  tbe  finger,  other  solid  bodies 
were  felt,  but  not  in  the  main  sack.  A  number  were  booked  out  with  the  finger, 
and  varied  in  size  from  that  of  a  mustard  seed  to  that  of  a  bullet.  One  of  the  lat- 
ter rise  could  be  distinctly  felt,  but  no  communication  between  the  space  coutain- 
[ng  this  and  the  main  sack  could  be  tbnnd,  and  it  was  not  removed,  being  situated 
at  the  extreme  end  of  the  Bnger.  The  sack  bad  the  appearance,  exUrnally,  of  an 
hydatid,  its  walls  were  of  the  thickness  of  ordinary  cuticle,  smooth  in  its  inner 
aspect,  and  were  whitish  and  lemi-pellucid.  Fulling  it  downward,  after  being 
evacuated,  brought  into  plain  view  the  right  lobe  of  tbe  liver,  to  the  lower  surface 
of  which  It  was  attached  by  a  broad  linear  base  like  tbe  gall-bladder.  Tbe  finger 
iairodnced  into  the  sack  detected  what  seemed  to  be  smaller  sacculi,  opening  Into 

>'  It  had  tbe  appeoronce  of  an  enlarged  gall-bladder,  or  an  appendage  to  thlsj 
although  Ite  ilte,  the  clear  serous  character  of  its  contents,  and  (be  thickness  and 
•emi-transpareocy  of  its  walls,  might  justify  some  degree  of  doubt  upon  this  sub- 
ject. From  its  form,  MttacbmeDls  and  solid  accretions,  one  of  which  could  be  so 
distinctly  felt  in  a  diverticulum,  but  which  I  did  not  succeed  in  removing,  seemed 
to  mark  lis  identity  with  the  gall-bladder,  and  deterred  me  from  the  excision  of 
the  sack,  as  I  should  otherwise  have  done.  I  therefore  put  a  stitch  in  the  cut  lips 
of  its  welts  and  cut  the  ends  closely.  This  step  was  suggested  by  the  appreben- 
iion  that  if  any  portion  of  Its  solid  contents  should  have  been  overlooked,  tbelr 
escape  into  tbe  cavity  of  the  abdomen  would  be  prevented,  and  the  belief  that  the 
sack,  in  tbe  event  of  its  refilling  with  fluid,  would  become  adherent  to  the  walls 
of  the  abdomen,  and  be  within  tbe  reach  of  a  trocbar,  and  make  it  practicable  to 
obliterate  it  by  injection,  if  it  became  necessary. 

"It  would  have  been  gratifying  to  have  determined  the  condition  and  relation 
of  tbe  parts  more  Batisfaclorily,  but  the  adbesluns  existing,  as  the  result  of  past 
peritoneal  inflammation,  rendered  this  Impracticable,  without  increased  hazard  to 
the  patient. 

"The  wound  was  closed  by  sutures  and  adhesive  plaster,  no  vessel  reqalring 
to  be  ligated,  and  thirty  drops  of  laudanum  given  after  tbe  patient  was  placed  In  bed. 

"  From  tbe  22d,  her  recovery  was  progresaive  and  requires  no  special  remark.  In 
about  two  weeks  she  was  permitted  to  sit  up,  and  in  three  weeks  to  move  about 
her  room,  and  in  four  to  ride  out. 

"Carefhl  examination  of  the  solid  concretions  removed,  leaves  no  doubt  of 
(heir  being  biliary  calcnlL    They  are  irregularly  spherical  in  shape,  smooth  on  tbe 
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jurlkce,  which  U  of  a  uuJioguij  color,  siid  pollibed.  The  Inleiior  is  of  a  whltlih 
fellow,  Btrintcil  and  porau.  Thef  nn  ot  light  BpeciSc  gnrilf,  and  Qambend 
•ome  rortj  or  fill/,  the  miyoritj  beiDg  of  the  aiie  of  amall  ehot.  When  iwceo  to 
thr  CDlargemeat  wu  lencbed,  the  aurroandiDg  parti  wen  bo  aggluUnated  bj  old 
adhcEioni  aa  to  prevent  a  aatiafactorf  iospectloD  of  its  deeper  portioD.  After  the 
aacic  wat  opened,  more  apaca  vu  obtained,  aad  ila  attachment  to  the  undar  aur- 
fkce  of  tbe  liter  could  be  both  aeen  and  felt,  and  had  the  appearance  of  ao  hfper- 
trophied  gall-bUdder.  It*  lower  eitremJIj  prtuetfled  about  Gtc  iucbet  fKim  the 
free  margin  of  the  llTer.  The  cystic  duct  waa  prabablj  obliterated  from  irritation 
produced  bj  tbeie  concretiona,  and  tbe  one  felt  at  tbe  eztremitj  of  the  &agtr  vat 
probably  lodged  in  one  of  the  biliarj  dacts. 

"  Varioua  authors  haTe  reported  cases  of  hf  pcrtrophj  of  the  gall-bladder,  but 
I  believe  tbey  hare  usually  found  traces  of  healthy  or  vlUated  biliary  matter  in  th* 
fluids  contained  in  tbe  cysts.  In  this  instance,  the  fluid  was  perfectly  pellucid  and 
iratery,  tbe  solid  and  coloring  matter  having  either  been  appropriated  bf  Uie  con- 
cretions, or  bad  become  absorbed  or  diffused." 

Dr.  Bobbs'  caaa  is  not  the  only  one  in  wbich  the  fluid  found  in  Uie 
oyst  has  been  "pellucid  and  watery."  Thus,  M.  Lntoa  in  his  article 
on  Biliairt*  ( Voia)  in  the  Nbuveau  Dictionnaire  de  Medeeint  et  de 
Chirurgie,  pages  100-1,  qaot«8  the  esBea  reported  by  Sonni6-Moret 
in  the  Bull,  de  la  Soc.  Anal.;  by  Barth  and  by  Bourdon,  in  the  same 
jonmal,  1840.  The  same  BulletiQ,  &o.,  for  1847,  coatains  also  similar 
oases  reported  by  Deville,  and  Lacaie-Duthiers.  We  have  found  ser- 
eral  cases  reported  in  vhich  a  biliary  fistula  was  not  productive  of  tiie 
serious  conaequences  referred  to  by  Dr.  Richardson,  when  be  opposed 
the  operation  approved  by  Dr.  Thudicum  in  tbe  discuBsion  already  no- 
ticed, and  yet,  after  examining  all  that  we  have  been  able  to  find  upon 
the  subject,  were  we  required  to  decide  in  reference  to  the  propriety 
of  the  so-called  lithotomy  of  the  gall-bladder,  we  should  unfaeeitai- 
ingly  follow  the  suggestions  of  Boyer  and  Dnrand,  vit:  wait  nutil 
the  unmistakable  evidences  presented  of  adhesions  between  the  tumor 
and  the  abdominal  walls,  indeed,  until  it  assumed  the  appearance  of 
an  abscess  about  to  open  spontaneonaly,  when  the  operatioo  is  rare  to 
be  one  of  the  greatest  simplicity,  {de  la  demUre  timpliciU.)  There  if 
nothing  in  the  Bpocial  treatises  of  Bonnet,  Budd,  French,  or  Thudi- 
cum, which  could  have  enabled  us,  in  a  case  like  that  reported  by  Dr. 
Bobbs,  to  have  formed  a  positive  diagnosis  as  to  the  real  character 
of  tbe  tnmor;  and  as  the  same  doubt  must  exist  in  many  of  the  cases 
which  present  themselves,  we  should  feel  disposed  to  restrict  the  ope- 
ration to  the  cases  in  which  adhesions  have  formed. 
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DB.  COHNHEIM'S  EESEARCHES  ON  INFLAMMATION  AND 

SUPPURATION.  


BY   BAMUBL  RICKLEB,   H.  D., 
DauonitimtDT  of  Anktomr  in  lb*  ll«]lal  College  at  Ohio, 

The  researches  of  Dr.  Cohnheiin  (  Virch.  Arch.,  il,  page  1)  on  in- 
flammation and  supporation,  have  been  attended  with  new  and  highly 
interesting  results.  He  commenced  his  inquiries  with  the  etudj  of 
keratitis,  which  he  produced  artificially  in  frogs  and  rabbits,  either  hy 
brushing  the  cornea  witb  tincture  of  osntharides,  or  by  oauteriiing  it 
with  &  sUck  of  nitrate  of  silver,  or  by  drawing  a  piece  of  thread  trans- 
versely across  the  globe  or  the  cornea.  By  all  these  methods,  he 
obtained  corresponding  results,  which  differ,  however,  from  the  views 
generally  received;  for  it  has  been  held,  since  the  investigations  of 
His  and  Stmbe,  that  the  changes  taking  place  in  inflammation  of  die 
cornea  are  confined  to  the  stellate  oorpascles  of  this  structure,  which 
become  enlarged,  and  partly  by  direct  division,  partly  by  endogenons 
development,  produce  pus  corpuscles.  C,  it  is  true,  confirms  the 
opinion  that  the  dimness  of  the  cornea  depends  on  the  presence  of 
elements  resembling  lymph  corpuscles — i.  e.,  pus  corpuscles — and  its 
degree  upon  their  number,  but  he  became  convinced  that  the  stellate 
corpuscles  of  the  cornea  are  present,  besides  the  pus  corpuscles,  in 
the  same  regular  distribution  and  without  any  material  deviation  with 
regard  to  form  and  deportment,  as  in  the  norm&l  transparent  cornea. 
The  stellate  corpuscles  do  indeed  exhibit,  as  long  as  the  tissue  has  not 
perished,  all  the  manifold  fonns  which  living  pus  corpuscles  assume 
by  virtue  of  their  contractility ;  but  the  pus  corpuscles,  in  conseqnenoa 
of  their  more  considerable  siie,  duller  lustre  and  characteristic  pro- 
longations (offshoots),  are  easily  diatingnisbed  from  the  latter.  Uore- 
over,  the  stellate  corpuscles  of  tixe  cornea  retain  their  normal  distri- 
bution, while,  on  the  contrary,  the  arrangement  of  the  pus  cella  ia 
qnlt«  irregular,  since  many  of  them  lie  on  the  same  plane  with  the 
former  and  may  be  seen  scattered  among  them  at  the  same  focal  dis- 
tance, while  others  occupy  the  interspaces  between  the  sncceBflive  par- 
ellel  layers  of  the  corneal  oorpneoles,  oocaaiooally  lying  immediately 
over  and  partly  concealing  some  of  them.  Sometimes  they  are  found 
isolated,  dispersed  here  and  there  in  the  tissue,  ot  they  are  collected 
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in  larger  or  enuiller  groups ;  but,  as  BeckliDghansen  hae  ulread  j  Bhowa 
of  the  lymph  corpasclee  of  the  normsl  cornea,  all  wander  or  change 
their  place  by  virtue  of  their  contraotility.  Thue,  in  the  course  of  a 
fev  hours  one  may  see  a  pne  corpuscle  gradually  move  onward,  mount 
a  stellate  corpuscle,  or  recede  from  it ;  further,  one  may  observe  a  small 
group  disperse,  so  that  a  previo  ugly -concealed  corneal  corpuscle  comes 
into  full  view;  and  again,  a  number  of  isolated  pus  cells  are  seen  suc- 
cessively to  unite  to  form  a  group,  so  as  completely  to  hide  from  view 
a  stellate  element. 

Although  our  author  has  become  convinced  that  the  corneal  corpvt- 
elei  with  their  protrusion*  are  praervfd  in  their  normal  distTibutiott, 
however  great  the  number  of  pia  corpviclet  al  any  one  place  may  be, 
yet  he  does  not  wish  to  be  understood  that*  they  are  not  sympathetic- 
ally affected  by  the  inflammatory  process.  Of  course,  this  participa- 
tion is  only  of  a  passive  subordinate  kind,  limited,  in  very  advanced 
keratitis,  and  particularly  In  the  immediate  vicinity  of  a  highly  in- 
flamed spot,  to  the  assumption,  on  the  part  of  the  stellate  carpusoles, 
of  a  very  granular  aspect,  retraction  of  their  protrusions,  and  some- 
tjmes  of  the  appearance  of  vacuoles  in  their  protoplasma. 

In  the  inquiry  as  to  the  origin  of  pus  cells,  it  was  now  possible,  in 
conformity  with  the  observations  described,  possitively  to  exclude  the 
stellate  corpuscles  of  the  cornea,  and  to  take  into  consideration  bat 
two  possible  sources.  Either  the  pus  corpuscles  had  their  origin  in 
the  pre-existing  migratory  lympb  corpuscles,  or  they  did  not  originate 
in  the  cornea  at  all,  but  had  an  external  source.  As  to  the  first  source, 
it  may  be  objected,  on  the  one  hand,  that  the  nnmber  and  distribution 
of  the  wandering  lymph  corpuscles  in  the  normal  cornea  vary  so  much 
that  it  is  hardly  possible  to  account  for  the  constant  and  homogeneous 
course  of  inflammation  by  their  increase,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  that 
nobody  has  really  observed  the  process  of  cell -formation  and  cell-mul- 
tiplication in  lymph  and  pus  corpuscles.  The  second  possible  source 
alone  need,  therefore,  be  considered,  especially  as  the  results  of  a  sys- 
tematic series  of  experiments  on  the  course  of  traumatic  keratitis 
point  in  this  direetion.  C,  namely,  has  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
simple  traumatic  keratitis — t.  e.,  the  cloudiness  produced  thereby, 
always  commences  at  the  mai^n  of  the  cornea  and  then  gradually 
approaches  the  center.  This  observatiou  rendered  it  improbable  that 
the  corpuscles,  perchance  immigrating  into  the  cornea,  could  come 
trcym  any  other  source  than  its  outer  periphery;  neTcrtheless,  C.  sub- 
mitted the  possibility  of  an  anterior  or  posterior  entrance  to  an  expe- 
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rimflabil  investigation,  adopdog  the  method  pursiied  by  Beckling- 
hatiMn  for  a  similar  purpoee.  Anilin  blue,  namely,  was  applied  in 
one  instance  to  the  conjunctival  sac,  which  was  then  closed  by  sutare; 
in  another  ezpetiment  it  was  injected,  by  means  of  a  Pravat's  syringe, 
into  the  anterior  chamber;  bat  in  neither  experiment  were  corneal 
oorpuBcles  with  bine  grannies  observed. 

A  third  possible  source,  the  entrance  of  the  pna  corposoles  from 
the  sclerotica  eould  ferthwith  be  excluded,  as  the  sclerotica  of  the 
fVog  consista  of  cartilage  in  which  pas  cells  are  never  observed,  uei^er 
in  its  normal  nor  pathological  state.  Under  these  circumstances,  there 
were  but  two  ways  left  by  which  the  ptia  oorpusoles  might  have  ad- 
vanced to  the  cornea,  namely,  the  lymphatics  and  the  blood  vessels. 

C.  now  injected  anilin  bine  into  a  lymphatic  vessel  of  a  frog  and 
observed  in  an  artificial  keratitis  subsequently  prodneed,  that  a  part 
of  the  pas  cells  always  contained  granulea  of  coloring  matter,  whilst 
the  tissues  of  an  animal  treated  in  the  same  manner,  and  especially 
the  cornea,  presented  no  granules  of  coloring  matt«r,  either  free  OF 
within  the  cells.  But  the  circnmstance  that  it  made  no  difference  as 
to  the  result,  whether  the  anilin  blue  was  injected  into  a  lymphatic 
vessel  of  the  head,  back,  lower  limb,  or  abdomen,  as  long  as  the  amount 
of  fluid  iiyected  was  oousidetable,  rendered  the  direct  transition  of 
pas  eorpnsoles  from  tihe  lymphatics  to  the  tissue  of  the  cornea  less 
probable,  and  suggested  the  idea  that  the  blood  vessels  are  the  me- 
dium of  their  passage,  particularly  as  Recklinghausen  had  already 
shown  that  corpuscular  elements  introduced  into  the  lymphatics  of 
the  i¥og  very  readily  enter  into  the  blood  vessels.  Indeed,  on  the  same 
day  after  injecting  anilin  blue  into  a  lymphatic  vessel,  and  still  more 
on  the  following  day,  C-  found  bloe  granules  in  the  blood,  most  of 
them  situated  within  the  colorless  blood  corpuscles.  The  direct  injec- 
tion of  the  coloring  matter  into  the  blood  was  now  to  decide  whether 
the  appearance  of  pus  corpuscles  with  colored  granules  in  the  inflamed 
cornea  was  independent  of  the  presence  of  colored  granules  in  the 
white  blood  corpuscles,  or  connected  to  the  latter  as  an  intermediate 
step.  The  result  of  this  experiment  corresponds  fVlIy  with  that  of 
the  injection  into  the  lymphatic  vessels}  in  a  short  time  a  number  of 
coloileas  blood  corpuscles  admitted  colored  granules  into  their  interior; 
and  whilst  one  never,  even  weeks  after  these  injections,  if  they  are 
carefully  condueted,  meets  with  colorless  granules  in  the  tissues,  either 
free  or  in  the  interior  of  cells,  in  keratitis,  on  the  contrary,  no  matter 
how  prodaced,  there  immediately  appears  a  more  or  less  large  number 
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of  pus  corpuKtleB,  vhich  are  dlsUngUiRhable  Ij  colored  granuIeE. 
Fiom  this  it  ma;  be  concladed  that  some  put  corputclei  in  the  inflamed 
eornea  wtere  formerly  cohrltM  hlood  mrpiutlet  and  tkat  th«g  have  forced 
their  way  into  the  cornea  from  the  hlood  vettelt.  Ah  to  the  modee  in 
which  the  pus  corpusclee  move  onward  is  the  cornea,  C.  coiuidera  the 
doctrine  of  Recklinghanaen,  of  mttrient  canals  in  tbe  counectire  tls> 
tnes,  as  that  best  founded. 

The  inTeatigation  having  arrived  at  this  point,  ftirther  researshes 
could  not  be  pursued  in  a  tissue  having  bo  vessels  like  the  cornea; 
hence  the  field  of  observation  had  to  be  a  vascular  structare  and  there- 
fbre  C.  transferred  it  to  the  mesenter;  of  f^ogs,  trmt;  fixed,  and  made 
motionless  with  curare  poison ;  but  he  also  obtained  the  same  results  ts 
enbaequent  experiments  on  rabtnts  and  kittens.  An  inflammation  ia  eas- 
ily produced  in  the  serous  membrane  by  brushing  with  tincture  oanthart- 
des,  or  by  applying  nitrate  of  silver;  indeed,  exposure  of  the  intestine 
with  the  mesentery  to  the  atmosphere,  salBces  for  this  purpose.  Hy 
peremia  is  pretty  ra})id1y  developed,  and  in  the  course  of  several  hours, 
a  light  cloudiness  appears  which  gradually  becomes  dimmer  and  denser, 
BO  that  the  individual  vessels  become  very  indistinct.  Finally,  after 
fifteen,  eighteen,  or  not  nntll  twenty-four  hours,  or  even  thirty-six 
hours,  the  intestine  is  wholly  incrasted  with  a  thin,  soft,  pale-grey,  or 
greyish -yellow,  sonewhat  adhesive  layer  which  ean  be  removed  io 
smaller  or  larger  shreds,  and  which  consists  entirely  of  closely  crowded 
contractile  pus  corpuscles  and  isolated  red  blood  corpuscles,  all  imbed- 
ded in  an  amorphous  faintly  granular  material,  which  may  be  com- 
pletely cleared  with  «cetio  acid.  In  short,  peritonitis  with  fibrino- 
purulent  exudation,  baa  been  developed.  Before  passing  to  the  micro- 
scopical analysis  of  the  details  of  the  process,  Et  would  seem  necessary 
to  determine  the  normal  conditions  of  the  circulation.  Respecting 
the  current  of  the  blood  En  the  arteries,  it  is  characterized  by  four 
peculiarities.  First— "Bj  its  direction,  which,  in  the  mesentery,  is 
ttom  the  fixed  point  to  the  intestine.  Secondly — By  its  extreme  rapid' 
Uy,  which  renders  it  impossible  to  distinguish  a  single  oorpuacle  in  the 
'Onrrent  of  blood.  Thirdh/ — By  the  presence  of  an  axial  current  car- 
rying all  the  red  blood  corpascles,  wbiie  the  colorless  plasma  near  the 
walls  of  the  vessels  here  and  there  contains  a  white  corpuscle.  Finalig 
— By  the  rythmical  acceleration  and  retardation  of  the  current  of 
blood.  In  the  veins,  the  direction  of  the  circulation  is  the  opposite 
of  that  of  the  arteries;  the  rapidity  of  the  current  is  considerably 
less,  hence,  one  is  able  faintly  to  distinguish  tlie  outiines  of  some  of  the 
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eorptiBctes;  tfae  Btnttam  of  plasnu  la  drttow,  and  carries  iaoUted  col- 
orless blood  corpascles  in  regular  order,  which  slowly  move  onward, 
and  oceasionallj  stand  itill.  Final);,  the  current  is  anlfonn  and  con- 
tinnons.  The  circulation  of  the  capillaries  differs  fVom  both  the  arte- 
rial  and  venous.  According  to  their  capacity  they  permit  two  red 
blood  corposclea,  or  a  red  and  a  white  one,  to  pass  side  by  side,  or 
admit  hot  a  single  one,  and  they  do  not  present  a  special  axial  stream. 
The  current,  as  a  general  rule,  is  directed  from  the  arteries  to  the  veins, 
but  f^queutly  stagnates  for  a  longer  or  shorter  time  in  some  branch 
or  other,  and  may  turn  back  at  some  points.  The  rapidity  is,  therefore, 
unequal,  and  always  so  inconsiderable  that  the  individual  corpuscles 
can  easily  be  distinguished;  besides,  the  colorless  corpuscles  always 
advance  more  slowly  than  the  colored  ones.  In  the  capillaries,  as  is 
well  known,  there  are  no  intimations  whatever  of  pulsation.  During 
the  development  of  inflammation,  the  individual  stages  of  the  procesft 
exhibit  a  very  ohangable  duration,  always,  however,  succeeding  each 
other  in  a  definite  order  in  which  tiiey  will  be  considered  in  the  fol- 
lowing pages.  First  of  all,  a  dilataiton  of  the  arteries  takes  place  with- 
oat  previous  contraction.  This  constantly  increases  with,  at  furthest, 
but  slight  and  short  intermisaions  and  remissions,  and  has  generally 
arrived  at  its  acme  in  one  or  two  hours,  at  which  it  remains  dnring  the 
succeeding  stages  of  the  process.  The  extent  of  the  dilatation  may 
exceed  two-fold  the  original  diameter.  At  the  same  time  the  vessels 
become  elongated,  which  is  exhibited  in  pretty  well  marked  sinnosities. 
Dilatation  of  the  arteries  is  succeeded  by  a  like  condition  in  the  veins, 
in  which,  though  supervening  much  more  slowly,  it  yet  reaches  and 
even  exceeds  double  the  amount  of  the  original  diameter.  In  tbeee 
vessels,  however,  meanderings  and  sinuoBitjefl,  as  well  as  partial  con- 
tnutiona  and  dilatations,  are  absent. 

The  dilatation  of  die  vessels  having  continued  one  or  two  honrs,  a 
diminution  of  the  rapidity  of  Ote  eurratt  takes  place  without  exeep* 
tion ;  the  ciieumferenoe  of  the  individnal  corpuscles  may  now  be  read* 
ily  distinguished;  and  the  pulsation  of  the  arteries  becomes  very  evi- 
dent; but  the  current  has  lost  its  axial  character,  and  the  arteries  show 
unmistakably  that  the  colorless  corpuscles  tend  to  (he  walls  of  the  ves* 
seL  The  deportment  of  the  peripheral  lOne  of  the  current  of  blood 
in  the  veins  now  becomes  highly  interesting,  since  here  and  under  the 
eyes  of  the  observer  tJie  original  ttratum  of  plamta  hecomtt  fiUed  toith 
ntmberhtt  eolorUu  blood  eorjnucla  wfaic£,  finally,  adhere  to  the  peri- 
phery of  the  vessel  in  a  single  wall-like  layer  within  which  the  red 
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blood  coIomD  flo&ts  onv&Td  with  atliform  rapidity.  Tliie  condition 
does  not  continue  long,  hov«yer,  before  tbe  eye  of  the  observer  is  cap* 
tiv&ted  by  an  unexpectod  event.  On  tbe  external  Burface  of  the  veDom 
wall,  there  appear  small  bnd-like  isolated  elevations,  which  slowl;  and 
gradually  enlarge.  After  a  while,  there  seems  to  rest  on  the  exterior 
of  the  vessel,  a  hemisphere,  about  half  the  sise  of  a  white  blood  cor- 
puscle which  gradually  assumes  a  pyiiform  shape,  and,  finally,  pro- 
trades  from  its  periphery  very  delicate  offshoots  and  processes  which 
impart  to  the  previously  rounded  oontonr  a  variety  of  forms  The 
principal  mass  of  this  small  body,  the  swollen  indented  end,  recedes 
more  and  more  from  the  surface  of  the  vessel,  whilst  the  narrow  ex- 
tremity elongates  to  a  very  fine  pedicle.  But  ultimately,  this  pedicle 
separates  from  the  wall  of  the  vessel  and  we  now  observe  a  colorless, 
somewhat  brilliant  contractile  corpuscle,  with  some  short  and  a  very 
long  oflfshoot;  this  fiilly  coincides  in  site,  as  well  as  in  the  pOHseBUon 
of  one  or  more  nuclei,  with  the  colorless  elements  of  the  blood.  This 
process  is  repeated  at  many  other  points  of  the  wall  of  the  vessel,  so 
that  one  may  obeerve  simultaneously  all  tiie  stages  which  were  succes- 
sively displayed  in  the  individual  corpuscle.  Within  three  or  four 
hours  after  the  appearance  of  the  first  elevation  on  the  ext«mal  snr- 
face  of  the  vein,  this  latter  is  encircled  by  a  simple,  but  dense  layer 
of  such  corpuscles,  and  after  the  lapse  of  a  few  more  hours,  an  im- 
mense swarm  of  them  encloses  the  vessel.  Moreover,  the  corpnsoles 
situated  in  the  outermost  rows  present  shorter  and  shorter  protrusions, 
so  that,  finally,  nothing  else  is  seen  than  tbe  ever  changing  forms  of 
contractile  blood  or  pus  corpuscles.  During  this  gradaat  and  gradually 
increasing  passage  of  colorUtt  blood  corptttcla  from  the  interior  of  the 
vein  through  it»  unbroken  viall,  the  previonsly  perfect  condition  of  tbe 
blood -current  remains  unaltered ;  as  before,  tbe  inner  peripheral  stratum 
presents  a  simple,  uninterrupted  layer  of  white  blood  corpuscles,  within 
which  the  red  blood  discs  glide  onward  in  a  continuous  current.  It  is 
necessary  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  not  a  single  red  blood  cor- 
puscle is  seen  among  the  colorless  oorpnscles  which  have  passed  through 
the  walls  of  the  vessel.  Id  order  to  avoid  deception,  C.  also  observed 
the  whole  process  in  other  animals  in  which  some  of  the  white  blood 
corpuscles  had  been  impregnated  with  coloring  matter  by  means  of 
the  proceeding  already  deteiled,  and  fonnd  the  correctness  of  his  ob- 
servations most  clearly  confirmed. 

About  the  same  time,  when  the  arteries,  and  subsequently  the  veins, 
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become  so  mnoh  dilated,  the  capillaries  also  increase  in  volume ;  bnt 
tlieir  augmentation  is  only  one-sixth,  or  at  most,  one-fooith  of  tbeir 
diameter.  Their  cnrrent  of  blood  exhibits,  in  regard  to  direction, 
rapidit;  and  uniformity,  the  same  Tariations  as  iii  the  Dormal  state. 
In  some  of  the  oapillaries,  the  blood  corpuscles  move  onvard  with 
unaltered  rapidity,  and  uniformly  in  the  same  direction,  and  with  the 
same  regularity;  in  others,  on  the  contrary,  their  movement  is  gradu- 
ally more  and  more  retarded,  and,  finally,  eeases  entirely  for  hours,  bo 
that  the  capillary  seems  to  be  crammed  for  longer  or  shorter  distences 
with  unmoved  red  and  white  blood  corpuscles.  Laetly,  one  may  ob- 
serve, particularly  in  the  more  capacioue  capillaries,  a  resting,  and  a 
moving  stratum,  and  the  first  may  occupy  the  whole  of  the  periphery, 
or  only  one-half  of  the  caliber  with  the  corresponding  half  of  the  per- 
iphery. Moreover,  we  would  specialty  note  that  the  qniesoent  stratum 
does  not  only  conttdn  colorless  corpuscles,  but  also  red  ones. 

Corresponding  ^lly  with  these  inequalities,  the  subsequent  events 
take  place  in  various  ways.  In  thoee  oapillariee  whose  blood-stream 
goes  on  continuously  and  with  the  same  uniform  rapidity,  no  kind  of 
change  Baperveoes.  But  wherever,  on  the  contrary,  partial  or  com- 
plete stegnation  has  become  esteblished,  there  a  new  state  of  things 
begins  to  be  developed  in  a  short  time.  The  first  thing  observed  at 
such  places,  is  an  alteration  of  form  of  the  spherical  colorless  blood 
corpuscle,  taking  place  more  or  less  rapidly  and  completely,  but  always 
exhibiting  the  well  known  amceboid  movemente.  Soon  afterwards,  a  - 
bud-like  elevation,  or  a  spinous  protmsion,  is  observed  on  the  external 
surface  of  the  capillary  wall  at  a  point  corresponding  te  the  situation 
of  a  white  corpuscle  on  its  inner  surface.  This  ofi'shoot  gradually  in- 
creases in  size,  and  is,  finally,  changed,  just  as  was  observed  with  the 
veins,  into  a  colorless  corpuscle  which  is  now  connected  with  the  cap- 
illary wall  only  by  a  much  elongated  pedicle  which  is  subsequently 
completely  detached.  Dnring  this  often  very  proti'acted  process,  a 
state  of  things  is  frequently  seen  which  is  not  obtained  in  ^e  profile 
view  of  the  large  veins  on  account  of  the  relative  thickness  of  their 
walls,  and  which  must  banish  every  doubt  as  te  the  interpretation  of 
the  process — namely,  a  corpuscle  situated  partly  within  and  partly 
without  the  capillary  wall.  Bnt  in  the  capillaries,  not  only  the  color- 
leu  blood  corpuscles,  as  is  the  esse  with  the  veins,  bnt  also  the  red 
duet  pan  throwgk  tlie  wall  to  the  exterior.  Views  are  now  presented  to 
the  eye  like  those  described  by  Strieker  as  existing  in  the  amputated 
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UUb  of  t&dpo!es,  n&mely,  red  blood  corpnsoleB  are  seen,  one-hilf  of 
whose  bnlk  bu  already  penetrated  tbrongb  tbe  wall  of  tbe  yeasel, 
wbile  tbe  part  containing  the  noolena  is  still  within  the  capillar;,  and 
connected  with  the  external  portion  by  a  narrow  neck  which  is  encir- 
cled by  the  capillary  wall.  Generally  the  inner  half  follows  the  onter 
portion  in  the  conrse  of  a  f^w  honrs;  bat  if  the  current  of  blood  ia 
reestablished  dnring  the  proceea,  the  red  blood  corpnsolee  rolling  by 
communicate  an  OBcillatory  motion  to  the  inner  half  which  may,  eren, 
with  a  gradual  return  of  the  current,  be  separated  and  floated  away 
from  the  external  portion  which  preserves  the  most  undisturbed  rest. 
Thus  it  happens  that  twelve,  eighteen,  tventy-fonr  hours  after  ex- 
posure of  the  mesentery,  a  large  number  of  capillaries  are  encircled 
by  dense  rings  of  corpuscular  elements,  consisting  mostly  of  colorless 
contractile  blood  corpusles,  and  measurably  of  red  blood  corpuscles, 
the  latter  presenting  ordinary,  uninjured,  nucleated  blood  discs,  antt 
smaller  shperical  or  elliptical,  apparently  homogeneous  bodies  without 
a  nucleus,  the  remains  undoubtedly  of  the  red  blood  corpuscles  mntil- 
ated  in  the  manner  described. 

C.  now  discusses  the  question,  hov>  it  happeta  that  the  colvrUtt  blood 
corpiaclet  accumulate  in  the  marpnal  layer  of  the  veiru,  and  calls  at- 
tention to  their  movements  in  the  liquor  sanguinis  under  normal  eon- 
ditjons,  in  explaining  which,  he  adopts  the  views  of  Donders,  Accord- 
ing to  this  opinion,  as  the  rapidity  of  the  current  increases  towards 
the  axis  of  the  vessel,  that  half  of  the  spherical  colorless  blood  cor- 
puscles which  is  nearest  the  axis  is  impelled  by  a  more  rapid  current 
than  that  half  which  is  turned  away  from  it.  The  corpuscle,  is  there- 
fore, not  only  urged  on  in  the  direction  of  the  current,  but  also  turned 
round  its  own  axis,  and  under  this  combined  influence,  it  is  at  last 
forced  towards  the  periphery  of  the  vessel.  On  the  contrary,  the  flat- 
tened form  of  the  red  blood  corpuscles  whose  long  diameter  advances 
parallel  with  the  axis  of  the  vessel,  permits  but  a  small  portion  of 
their  border  to  be  infringed  upon  by  the  current,  and  hence  rotation 
does  not  occur.  If  now  the  rapidity  of  the  eurrent  is  diminished  ia 
consequence  of  dilatation  of  the  vessel,  this  change  must  be  most  ap- 
parent in  the  peripheral  stratum  where  the  current  Is  slowest  in  the 
normal  state;  and  hence  the  colorless  eorpuscles  which  were  before 
impelled  in  ahoit  and  protracted  movements,  may  now  become  wholly 
quiescent.  But  as  every  fVesh  quantity  of  blood  conveys  more  whit« 
corpuscles,  these  must  ultimately  fill  the  whole  domain  of  the  pe- 
lipheral  part  of  the  dilated  veins. 
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0.  endeftTon,  fWther,  to  tuuwer  the  qnestioD,  Bg  what  mode  and 
(y  what  poKer  iha  blood  eorputek*  pom  through  the  lealU  of  the  veuelt 
into  tha  ninwnding  tiiw^tt  Respeoting  tjie  .first  part  of  ihia  qnestion, 
one  IB  forced  a  priori  to  the  sdmissiou  thftt  the  blood  diaos  advAiioe 
only  b;  pre-fbrmed  ways  penetrating  throngh  ouiml-like  epaoes  in  the 
walls  of  the  yeeMl,  as  it  U  fOt  posuble  Uut  they  can  perforate  a  solid 
nnbrokeD  mil.  As  the  prinoipal  part  of  the  walls  of  the  Tessels  oon- 
sista  of  oonneotire  tissue,  and  the  possibility  of  moTemeDt  of  the  lymph 
oorpoioles  in  this  tissue  has  been  suffioieutly  established,  there  reaains 
only  the  simple  epithelial  layer  of  Uie  inner  eoat,  of  whieh  kiai  of 
stntctore  the  capillary  wall  also  oonsists,  aoeordisg  to  the  researebee 
ef  the  last  few  years.  Now  C.  belleTes  that  he  has  demonstrated  open- 
ings (atomata)  between  the  indiyidual  epithelial  plates,  by  means  of 
injeotioaB  of  siWer,  and  therefore  aonsiders  the  existence  of  canal- 
like  spaces  in  the  wall  of  the  ressel  more  than  hypotibetical,  and  does 
not  doubt,  erery  dilatation  of  the  Tessel  inoreasing  Uieir  siie,  that  they 
may  come  into  play  in  the  simple  prooess  of  exudation. 

In  regard  to  the  second  part  of  the  questioii,  it  is  necessary  to 
observe  that  the  white  oorpuBoles,  as  long  as  they  advanoe  in  an  unin- 
termpted  stream,  preserre  the  spherioal  form,  the  state  of  their  great- 
est oontraotjon;  that,  on  (lie  contrary,  as  soon  as  they  rest  for  any 
length  of  time,  amisboid  movements  rapidly  become  manifest.  When, 
therefore,  nnder  the  pathological  conditions  above  considered,  the  eol- 
orleis  aorpnsoles  stagnate  in  the  peripheral  stratum  of  the  veins,  it  is 
an  easy  matter  to  see  that  the  ultimate  effect  of  the  amoeboid  movements 
which  now  supervene,  must  be  a  penetration  into  the  wall  of  die  vee- 
sel,  as  they  can  extend  the  protrusions  now  formed  only  against  thosa 
points  which  offer  the  least  or  no  resiBtanoe,  and  Aese  are  the  stomata 
and  canals  of  the  connective  tissue.  The  red  blood  corpuscles,  as  is 
well  known,  do  not  possess  the  power  of  contraction  so  as  spontanS' 
onsly  to  alter  their  form,  and  all  their  movements  must  be  ettribnted 
to  impulses  exerted  upon  them  from  without.  There  remains,  there- 
fore, nothing  to  explain  their  exit  from  the  capillaries,  bnt  the  in- 
creased pressure  of  the  blood,  which,  in  consequence  of  the  simnlta- 
neons  dimtnntian  of  the  resistance  of  the  arteries  with  their  dilatation, 
most  supervene  in  t^e  eapillariee  to  the  same  extent  as  in  the  arteries. 
Whether  the  augmented  piesBure  of  the  blood  can  become  sufficient  to 
force  tlia  red  blood  corpuscles  through  Hm  somewhat  distended,  but 
otlierwise  unprepared  wall  of  tlie  vessel  mnains  undecided;  experi- 
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CDce,  however,  tekches  that  red  blood  oorpiueles  are  never  seen  to  force 
their  way  through  the  wall  of  the  Tessel,  ualees  white  ones  have  passed 
through  before,  sad  have  tSns  eavaed  a  oertAin  dilatation  of  the  ato- 
uata. 

While  the  described  proceeaes  have  taken  place  in  the  veaaels,  the 
remaining  tisBne  of  the  mesentery  has  been  in  no  way  altered;  the 
btuii-mibtlanee  of  tJu  eonneetive  (tttue  u  juMt  at  trantpare^t  at  be/ore, 
the  nuclei,  the  ejntheltal,  at  well  at  thote  of  the  conructive  tiitwe,  are  teen 
Ml  the  tame  form  and  at  the  someplace,  with  vndiminithed  ditlinetnett, 
provided  that  they  are  not  concealed  by  eznded  blood  eorpnsclea. 
While  most  of  the  exaded  red  blood  oorposcles  remain  in  the  iuune* 
diate  neighborhood  of  their  capillariea,  the  while  ones  recede  farther 
and  father  from  the  vessels,  to  make  room  for  other  emigrants,  and 
gradnally,  thickly  crowded,  break  through  the  tjssne,  and  arrive, 
finally,  by  way  of  the  "atomata,"  shown  to  exist  between  the  epithe- 
lial Boales  by  Recklinghauaen,  Oedmanson,  and  others,  on  the  sur^MM 
of  the  serous  toembrane,  where  they  take  part,*  with  the  plsama 
exuded  at  the  same  time,  in  the  formation  of  the  fibri  no -cellular  layer 
oharaoteristio  of  peritonitis.  After  carefully  separating  thb  latter, 
the  epithelium  may  very  often  be  brought  to  view  again,  a  proof  that 
the  latter  alto  takes  no  part  in  the  cell-formation  of  inflammation,  but 
only  perishes,  if  at  all,  when  east  off. 

In  the  mioroscopio  examination  of  spontaneous  fibrin  o -purulent  plen- 
ritis  and  peritonitis,  C.  observed  the  same  conditions,  and  Uiere  can  be 
no  doubt  that  the  laws  found  to  obtain  in  serous  membranes  are  gener- 
ally valid  for  all  acute  inflammations.  The  new  formation  of  tiie 
«  pus  cells,"  which  was  formerly  attributed  to  the  inflamed  tissue  itself, 
must  now  be  wholly  transposed  to  those  organs  of  which  we  know  by 
sure  physiological  experiments  that  oolorleBfl  blood  oorpUBclea  are  pro- 
duced in  them,  namely,  the  lyphatic  gwnglion*  and  the  tpUen;  and,  in- 
deed, during  the  inflammatory  proceHs,  these  o^ana  are  found  to  be  in 
a  state  of  marked  hyperplasia.  Moreover,  without  vessels  there  is  no 
inflammation ;  dilatation,  injection,  and  hyperemia  necettarily  form  itt 
Jirttpart;  in  vascular  part«  the  vessels  normally  appertaining  to  tiiem 
are  implicated ;  in  non-vascular  ones,  the  neighboring  vessels,  which 
being  the  medium  of  their  nutrition  under  normal  oiroumstanoes,  also 
oonstitate  the  point  of  origin  of  their  inflammatory  changes.  The 
presence  of  vacant  spaoea  permitting  the  passage  of  the  colorless  blood 
corpuscles,  has  proved  to  be  the  second  condition.    Saob  eanal-Ukfl 
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dilstAbte  Bpaoes  are  preHfiot  in  the  ooaneotive  tjssoe,  and  thia  is  the 
reuon  why  the  flnppnratiTe  process  is  still  united  to  the  connective 
tieane,  why  Bupporation  in  the  oompoand  organs  runs  its  course  in  the 
ioteTstitial  Bnbatance.  In  c&rtdlage,  whioh  belonga  to  the  series  of 
eonnectire  tissaes,  but  in  which  can&l-like  hollow  spaces  are  wantiog, 
nobody  has,  as  yet,  obsetrod  real  suppnntion.  The  daily  observation 
that  an  inflammation  may  retrograde  without  any  injury  to  the  integ- 
rity of  the  affected  part,  is  now  construed  without  difficulty,  by  the 
ezplanatioa  that  just  as  the  exuded  plasma  may  be  absorbed,  so  also 
the  lymph  corpusoles  which  have  wandered  out  of  the  vessels  to  a  aew 
position,  may  leave  this  and  be  "disonssed"  in  the  neighborhood  and 
in  the  lymphatic  vessels,  and  thus  the  affeoted  part  whioh  has  not  been 
essentially  injured,  may  remain  unaltered.  C.  observes,  furthermore, 
that  there  is  now  a  rational  explication  of  the  beneficial  effects  of  local 
and  general  blood-letting,  and  that  the  old  experience  now  seems  very 
plausible,  that  the  development  of  pus  may  be  restrained  under  the  influ- 
ence of  energetic  cold  which  prevents  the  dilatation  of  the  vessels, 
while  increased  warmth,  on  the  contrary,  most  promote  suppuration. 
He  also  alludes  to  the  fact,  to  whioh  Tranbe  first  called  attention,  that 
pus  corpuscles  make  their  appearance  in  the  urine  in  every  case  of 
nephritis,  although  pott-morlem  examination  does  not  show  any  com- 
plicating cystitis  or  pyelitis,  and  explains  this  phenomenon  by  the  emi- 
gration of  colorless  blood  corpuscles  from  the  glomeruli,  and  he,  finally, 
directs  attention  to  pneumonia,  in  the  oourse  of  which  such  immense 
numbers  of  pas  oorpusoleB  may  acoumolate  in  the  alveoli  without  any 
trace  of  change  in  the  surrounding  oonnectiTe  tissue,  and  without  any 
alteration  in  the  flattened  epithelial  scales  of  the  air  cells,  pointing  to 
them  as  the  source  of  the  pus  corposoles. 

We  would  only  remark,  in  addition,  that  recently,  Fried.  A.  Hoff- 
,  iiian,  in  a  paper  on  the  development  of  the  pus  in  the  cornea,  (  Virch. 
Areh.  torn  4^,  page  204),  has  confirmed  the  observations  of  Cohnheim, 
and  Prof  Thiersch,  {Pitka  vnd  BiUrotk  Edh.  d.  Chirurgie,  torn  1, 
Abeth.  S,  Se/t  S,  page  639),  has  also  in  part  convinced  himself  of  their 
correctness,  although  be  withholds  all  criticism  until  further  investi- 
gations. 
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LETTER  FROM  PHILADELPHIA. 

pBtliADILPBU,  HABCH  16,  1M9. 
EdITOB  or  THZ  WsffTERN  JoiTBIIAL  OF  HlDICINI — Dear  Sir:   Aa 

mortuary  and  hoBpital  reports  are  always  iotereBting  to  the  profession, 

I  renture  to  comweDce  my  letter  with  brief  extracts  fVom  the  annoal 

reports  of  the  Board  of  Health,  and  Officers  of  the*  Philadelphia  aod 

Pennsjlvania  Hospitals,  issaed  for  the  year  1868. 

The  first  report  exhibits  the  mortality  of  the  city,  as  follows : 

Total  anmbw  of  deaths,         •• :4,t63 

Adnlta,      -        -        . 0,688 

Mlnort, Ifita 

Hole*, ?,«* 

Females,        ...........        T,109 

Boji, 4,163 

Girl*, 3,663 

Among  the  adults,  the  Uu^est  number  ef  deaths  occarred  in  the 

month  of  April — Mven  hondred  and  nineteen. 

The  month  of  July  was  the  most  fatal  to  the  children,  as  indicated 

by  the  great  number  of  deaths  oocurring  daring  that  month— one 

thousand,  two  hundred  and  seTen. 

July  shows  the  highest  number  of  deaths— one  thousand,  nine 

bundred. 

Norember  the  lowest  number — eight  hundred  and  seTenty.eight 
Nativities  of  tlie  deceased  were: 

Ualted  States, 11,060 

Foreign, 1,M» 

People  of  color,      ..........  TOO 

Unknown,         ...........       644 

Among  the  diseases  enumerated  as  "causes  of  death,"  "Phthisis" 
stands  first  on  the  list,  contributing  to  the  adults  one  thoosand,  tie 
hundred  and  eighty,  and  to  the  minors  two  hundred  and  sizty.six. 
Then  follow. 
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tarLAMHAiTOH  Or  n*  LtrMoa — 

Adalta, 308 

Uinon, 3B6 

Dnmun  o*  m  Hatu— 

Adnlto, -       ...       317 

HiDon, H 

AmoDg  feveTB,  typhoid  U  the  most  prominent  in  tlie  sdnlt  clwu — 
BCirlet  with  the  children.     Conp  de  aoleil,  one  handred  nnd  four. 
CunaltieB,  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight.    Suicides,  twenty-nine.    Mur- 
ders, twenty. 

These  close  a  list  embracing  fifty  diseases  and  conditions  given  aa 
"causes  of  death."     The  two  last  do  not  speak  well  for  the  social  and 
moral  condition  of  the  inhahitants  of  the  "City  of  Brotherly  Love." 
Tarniug  to  the  hospital  reports,  we  bare  that  of  the  Philadelphia 
Hospital,  by  the  recording  olerk,  incorporated  with  the  report  of  the 
Board  of  Qnardians  of  the  Poor,  this  institution  being  a  department 
of  the  Blockley  Almshouse.     The  Almshouse  is  one  of  the  largest 
eleemosynary  institutiona  in  the  country,  and  embraces  the  Out-Door 
Department,  Out- Ward  Department,  Philadelphia  Hospital,  Philadel- 
phia, Hospital  for  the  Insane,  and  the  Children's  Asylum. 
Aliuboiibi — 

Namber  reeelrlng  oat-dooc  relief,  ......      144,643 

NambeT  admitted  Into  tbe  Boom  dorio^  the  jear,     .       -       .       -    8S,63T 
Imah  DtFABnmrr — 

Namber  totaled  during  the  jear,  ......  1,016 

Piicbarged  as  cored,  impiOTed  and  DaimprOTad,        ....         SS4 

Died, Ill 


HoBPIIiL  DlPABTHSHT — 

Patients  treated, 6,203 

Dfacbarged— cured,          -.,.....-  8,826 

ImproTBd, 9O0 

Died, .  6S8 


Mortality  for  the  entire  hospital,  nine  and  seventeen-one  hosdredths 
per  cent.  Excluding  the  foundlings  and  the  phthisis,  it  is  reduced  to 
oeVen  per  cent. 

The  PenuBytTSDia  Hospital  B«port  is  a  more  elaborate  document, 
and  is  presented  to  the  public  in  the  form  of  a  handsome  octavo  Tol- 
ame,  bound  in  cloth.  The  plan  adopted  in  the  preparaUen  of  the 
report  is  the  same  aa  that  of  the  London  hospitals,  and  I  think  this 
bospital  is  tbe  only  one  in  this  oonntry  issoing  its  report  in  this  way. 
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ThtH  Tolnme,  the  second  thus  far  iBsaed,  is  edited  by  Dr.  J.  H.  Da- 
Coeta  and  William  Hunt,  members  of  the  Medical  and  Surgical  SUff, 
and  is  dedicated  to  Prof  Geo.  B.  Wood,  M.  D.,  who  was  for  many 
years  pbysioian  to  the  institntion.  Besides  "Abstract  of  Cases  and 
Statistics,"  it  contains  papers  of  a  practical  character,  based  ebiety  on 
observation  made  at  the  hospital.  I  hope  at  some  future  day  to  notice 
at  length  this  very  valuable  work.  At  present,  time  and  space  only 
l>ermit  me  to  commend  it  to  the  attentive  pernsal  of  all  the  members 
of  the  profession  who  are  interested  in  the  development  of  our  ho|- 
pitals,  and  in  the  proper  utilisation  of  the  vast  amount  of  material  they 
oentaiu. 

From  the  statistics  for  the  year  1867-68,  we  learn  that  the  number 
of  patients  treated  was  one  thousand,  nine  hundred  and  fifty-eight. 
Of  the  patienta  diBcharged,  tbe  proportion  cnred  WBi,   -        -    T1.43  perMDl. 

"    relieved, -       10;S»       " 

"    removed  withoDt  material  improvemeot,      -        -        -      T.S1        " 
"    discharged  for  miscondDct  or  eloped,  -        -  l.TS        " 

"    died, 8.63       " 

Caaee  of  accldeotal  injurj  treated  during  the  jear,    -       -       .       .        788 

Since  the  establishment  of  the  Hospital  in  1762,  there  have  bees 
admitted  into  it  eighty  thousand,  nine  hundred  aud  eixty-eight  pa- 
ti«ite,  of  whom  fifty-two  thousand,  four  hundred  and  fifty-four  were 
cured,  and  seven  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  eight  died.  During  the 
year,.a  new  CUntqtte  has  been  erected,  connected  to  (he  main  building  by 
a  short  covered  passage  way.  A  building  designed  especially  for  clin- 
ical instruction  has  been  long  needed,  and  the  one  erected,  though  de- 
fective in  some  very  important  particulars,  is  a  decided  improvement 
upon  the  contracted  quarters  in  the  "cupola"  of  the  hospital  building. 

I  have  on  my  table  a  monograph  by  Dr.  Addinell  Hewson,  "  On  the 
influence  of  the  weather  over  the  results  of  surgical  operations,  and 
on  the  value  of  the  barometer  as  a  guide  in  the  choice  of  the  time  for 
and  the  prognosis  in  such  operations  as  shown  by  the  results  of  imme- 
diate amputations,  during  a  period  of  thirty  years  in  tiie  PennsylTa- 
nia  HoBjHtal."  This  is  certainly  a  new  field  of  iuvestigataon,  aud  the 
coDclusions  amved  at  are  both  novel  and  interesting.  An  examina- 
tion of  the  tables  prepared  by  Dr.  H.,  shows  that 'the  most  un&Tora- 
ble  results  have  followed  operaUons  performed  in  the  months  of  De- 
cember and  May,  two  months  almoet  as  much  antipodal  of  each  other, 
aa  regards  temperature,  as  any  other  two  in  the  whole  year.  From 
the  fatal  eSeets  of  shook,  we  have  December  also  taking  the  lead^asid 
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,  jmmediately  followed  by  Norember,  Juoe  and  May,  u  giving  the  next 
lugheet  in  order.  For  deaths  from  pynmia,  etc.,  we  bare  the  last 
monthi  of  the  auminer  and  spring  terms  giving  the  highest  rates  for 
the  year. 

Aa  to  SDoeesses,  the  month  which  stands  preeminent  in  total  results, 
is  that  of  October,  then  eomes  January,  and  then  April.  Octeber, 
eighty-DiDe  per  cent. — April,  over  eighty-aix  per  cent. 

From  the  effeota  of  ahook,  it  will  be  obserred  that  there  was  «ot  a 
single  death  amongst  all  the  cases  operated  on  in  the  mooths  of  Octo- 
ber during  the  whole  thirty  years.  The  months  which  follow  this  as 
yielding  the  least  mortality  fVom  this  cause,  are  September,  August, 
January,  Haroh  and  April. 

From  ferer,  pynmia,  etc.,  we  ftnd  the  months  of  February  pre- 
senting the  same  clean  record  that  October  did  for  shock,  and  after  H 
we  have  the  months  of  November,  December  and  January  giving  the 
next  least  mortality. 

The  conclnBioiM  are,  that  fatal  results  &om  shook  oecur  in  a  con- 
Stant  ratio  with  the  dryness  ef  the  weather,  and  that  those  from  fever, 
pyeemia,  ete.,  bear  a  direct  ratio  to  the  opposite  state. 

In  oonnectaon  with  this  subject,  it  may  be  interesting  to  note  the 
&et  that  the  mean  temperature  of  the  past  forty-four  years,  as  shown 
by  the  records  kept  at  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  by  Dr.  John  Oon- 
rad,  is  fifty-three  and  one-half  degrees.  The  warmest  year  was  1828, 
fifty-five  and  three-fourth  degrees;  and  the  coldest,  1837,  forty-une 
degrees. 

During  the  past  two  weeks,  the  various  medical  institntioas  of  this 
eity  have  held  their  annual  oommencemente.  I  think  that  we  have 
nine  of  all  kinds — two  Eclectic,  two  Homaopathio,  one  Woman's,  two 
Dental,  the  Jefferson  College  and  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  It 
is  safe  to  assert  that  four  hundred  and  fifty  degrees  were  conferred  by 
these  different  iustitntions. 

At  the  seventeenth  annual  commencement  of  the  Women's  Med- 
ical College  of  PenDBylvania,  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  was 
conferred  upon  fifteen  graduates.  Latterly,  much  interest  has  been 
manifested  in  the  q«estion  of  the  status  of  female  physicians,  and  the 
relations  which  shonU  exist  between  them  and  members  of  the  pro> 
fesdon.  If  it  is  true,  as  asserted,  that  three  of  the  most  prominent  phy- 
sicians of  this  oity,  on*  of  them  a  distinguished  professor,  have  accepted 
positions  as  consulting^  physicians  te  the  hospital  in  charge  of  the  Wo- 
xies's  Hedteal  College^  then  this  &at  must  be  aoeepted  as  an  STidMea 
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of  a  decided  reftctioo  in  pnblic  opinion.  It  is  ftUo  stated  tlut  tbs 
Muoa  given  bj  these  gentlemen  fw  their  aetiOD  is,  m  they  are  unable 
to  preTont  the  moveoMut,  the  next  best  tjiing  for  them  to  do,  u  to 
guide  it  properly.      Certainly  very  good  logio  if  the  premises  an 


Leaving  the  eatangling  question  of  women's  lighta,  I  return  to 
note  briefly  ihe  Incidents  connected  with  the  annnal  commencementi 
at  the  Unirersity  of  PennBjlTania  and  the  Jefferson  Medical  College. 
Ab  has  lately  become  tlie  costom,  and  a  very  good  one  it  is,  the  oom- 
nenoement  exercises  of  the  University  were  held  in  the  Academy  of 
Miuic.  The  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  waa  conferred  upon  one 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  graduates,  representing  twenty-three  States, 
and  the  valedictory  address  was  delivered  by  Prof.  Alfred  Stille,  M. 
J),  This  address,  as  with  everything  which  emanates  &om  the  pen  of 
ibt  distinguished  professor,  was  an  able  production  and  well  suited  to 
the  occasion. 

The  forty-fourth  annual  eommcncemcnt  of  the  Jefferson  Medieal 
College  was  held  at  the  Mnsioal  Fund  HalL  The  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Medicine  was  confeired  upon  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  gradu* 
ntos,  rapreseuting  twenty-tbiee  States.  The  valediolory  address,  by 
Prof.  Samuel  Henry  Dickson,  was  one  of  the  gentleman's  happy  efforts, 
graoeM  and  learned.  The  alumni  of  the  oolite  will  Ailly  appreciate 
his  roHarkfl  upon  the  redrement  of  Prof.  Bobley  Dunglison.  I  give 
yon  the  following  extract: 

"  Ktaj  of  jon  have  misled  penonall;,  aod  all  tradltiDnallf,  daring  tb«  pMt 
•««ioa,  u  w«  UmMit  to  wtM  now  ftvm  uaoBg  ni,  a  oa««  hilUw  hce,  a  manlj 
y? iwpws  ftill  of  iDt*Uigence  and  dignified  limpUd^.  The  place  which  beof  wbom 
1 9«ak,  long  oecaplad,  ihall  know  bin  no  aiore  forever )  Irat  h*  Iiai  left  Imper- 
ialiabla  records  of  wortli  and  nsefUlDMa  as  teacher,  author  and  administratorj  lion* 
ored  and  loved  as  iostrnctor;  "pTinna  inter  pares,"  id  the  midst  of  bis  calleagaet. 
The  annals  of  onr  school  contain  no  name  more  distingnished  than  that  of  Koblej 
Dnnglison;  none  more  dear  to  thou  who  have  had  the  bapptneas  to  ecjoj  hie  so* 
detf  and  profit  by  his  wbe  eonnsels,  his  fraak  eordialttj,  hia  kindly  and  coart«oiis 
maanar.  W*  aBur  him  tiia  boaiaKa  of  onr  respsetflil  remsmbcance  in  bis  patiaat 
tetiremeat,  enr  ptofonnd  aympathj  with  his  mffering." 

The  classes  tUs  year  were  not  as  lai^  as  usual,  owing,  no  doubt, 
to  the  re-opening  of  tiie  eehools  of  the  south  and  west.  For  the  past 
two  or  three  years,  sumtner  courses  of  lectures  have  been  given  at  the 
(Tniversity  and  Jefferson  College.  At  the  former,  the  lubjeots  lectured 
upon  are,  Zoology  and  Comparative  Anatomy,  Botany,  Mineralogy  and 
Geology,  Hygiene,  and  Medieal  Jurisprudence  and  Toxicology.     In 
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the  Biitamn,  a  preliminaiy  oosrs«  is  given  upon  HleroMOp;,  Regioml 
Anfttomy,  Pltjeiml  Di^noBii,  DiaeMes  of  the  Skin,  and  Morbid  Anst- 
omj.  At  the  Jeffenon  College,  the  ooone  is  striotl;  prMtioal,  em> 
hncing  important  speculties  in  modioine  and  surgery,  with  extensive 
eliuicftl  illnstrataons,  u  Clinicsl  Snrgexj,  Clinieal  ObstetrioH,  Medieal 
Jnrispmdenoe  and  Tozioology,  Mftteria  Hedioa  and  Thempealloa,  Clin- 
ical Hedteine,  Visceral  and  Snrgical  Anatomy,  Operative  and  Uinor 
Sargery,  Operative  and  Anral  Surgery,  Venereal  and  Cutaneous  Dis- 
saeea.  Pathological  Anatomy,  and  Siirgioal  Diseases  of  th«  Genito- 
urinary O^aas. 

While  on  a  visit  to  a  friend  at  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  last  Octo- 
ber, I  had  the  opportunity  of  examiuDg  the  Eafth-Closet,  the  inven- 
tion of  Bev.  Henry  Honle,  of  Fordington  Vioarge,  Dorsetshire,  Sng- 
Und.  My  fHend,  dnring  a  reeent  visit  to  England,  became  so  Ailly 
impreseed  with  their  value  as  snbetitatm  nader  almost  all  circun- 
Btances,  for  the  ordinary  privies  and  water-closets,  that  he  importod 
two  Commodes.  Recently,  one  of  tfaese  ma  sent  to  this  city,  and  placed, 
by  the  direction  of  Dr.  Addinel  Hewson,  in  the  lower  anneal  wards 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital.  In  these  wards  it  was  used  by  twenty 
patients,  (the  bod  is  calculated  to  hold  from  eighteen  to  tw«ity  evMV- 
ations),  and  the  contents  were  not  removed  until  evening.  Patiwito 
in  the  fracture -bods  were  each  given  a  paper  bag,  holding  about  a 
pound  of  dry  earth,  and  were  required  after  using  the  bed-paa  (attached 
to  each  fracture -bed),  to  empty  the  contents  of  the  bag  into  the  pan. 
Although  the  Commode  stood  tn  the  middle  of  the  ward,  surrounded 
only  by  a  screen,  still  there  was  not  the  slightest  odor  perceptible. 

Col.  Geo.  E.  Waring,  of  Newport,  Bhode  Island,  in  a  pamphlet 
upon  the  subject,  states  the  principle  to  be  "the  power  of  clay  and  the 
decomposed  oi^nio  matter  found  in  the  soil  to  absorb  and  retain  all 
offensive  odors  and  all  fertiliiing  matters;  and  it  (the  closet)  ooniistn, 
essentially,  of  a  mechanical  contrivance  (attached  to  the  ordinary  seat) 
tot  measuring  ont  and  discharging  into  the  vault  or  pan  below,  a  stifi- 
oient  quantity  of  sifted  drg  earth  to  entirely  covet  the  solid  ordms 
and  to  absorb  the  urine." 

Reflecting  upon  this  absorbent  power  of  day,  Dr.  Hewson  was  led 
to  use  it  as  a  dressing  to  suppurating  wounds,  and  so  satisfactory  were 
the  results  obtained  in  these  cases,  that  since  f  ebruary  9th,  every  caw, 
no  matter  of  what  character,  has  been  subBitt«d  to  the  dry  earlb 
dteuing.  Its  advantages  have  been  most  fiiilly  demonstrated  in  eaaw 
of  scald  and  bums,  and  intraotablfl  bed-sares.    In  the  former,  when 
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applied  immediately  npon  receipt  of  the  injury,  the  pain  is  at  once 
reliered,  and  the  reparatiTe  prooeas  goea  on  rapidly.  In  the  Utter, 
and  also  in  all  chronic  nloera,  it«  action  is  most  decided.  In  one  oaaa 
of  paraple^a,  in  which  there  was  dribbling  of  orine,  the  oSenaiTe 
Qrinoua  odor  was  entirely  remoTcd,  and  the  patient  made  comfortable, 
by  placing  a  layer  of  earth,  proteoted  by  the  sheet,  beneath  the  bnt- 
tooks.  The  patients  apeak  of  it  in  the  bigbeat  terms,  as  a  cool  and 
pleasant  dressing,  and  it  is  by  &r  a  cleaner  appHoation  than  those  or- 
dinarily employed.  The  resnlts  are  tmly  remarkable,  and  have  been 
critically  examined  by  Dr.  H.  His  experience  thos  far,  confimu  him 
in  the  belief  that  the  earth  acts  not  alone  meohanically,  but  chemi- 
cally— that,  nnder  its  spplioation,  chemicai  action  t&kee  place  as  indi- 
cated by  the  fact  that  the  pns,  ft'om  the  wonnds,  is  fonnd  by  the  lit- 
muB  paper  to  be  nentral,  instead  of  alkaline,  its  normal  state.  Blay 
it  not  act,  he  snggesta,  upon  the  exndations  ftom  the  tisanes  so  as  to 
prevent  alkaline  fermentation,  and  thns  prevent  the  formation  of  pus? 

This  subject  is  of  great  interest,  and  its  consideration  by  Dr.  Hew- 
MD,  will  ftimieh  an  article  in  tiie  next  Pennsylvania  Hospital  Reports. 

I  observe,  by  a  oircnlar  sent  me,  that  an  earth-oloset  company  has 
been  established  in  this  country,  at  Hartford,  Connecticut.  This  will, 
I  hope,  secure  the  speedy  introdnctiou  into  use  of  this  valuable  inven* 
tiOB.  Youra,  very  truly,  J.  E.  JS. 


FROM  BEELIN  TO  VIENNA. 

VlEHMA,  Jamdart  8,  1869. 
DxAB  Editob:  Almost  embowered  among  a  grove  of  trees  at  the 
for  end  of  a  broad  boulevard  that  skirts  the  crumbling  old  wall  which 
formed  her  medieval  ramparts,  stands  a  handsome,  square,  stone  build- 
ing of  the  chaste  Doric  style,  which  is  known  as  the  Univerai^  of 
Halle  Saxony.  Ascending' a  broad  flight  of  stone  steps,  graced  ok 
each  side  by  a  recumbent  statue  of  a  bronse  lion,  we  enter  a  high, 
Bpaeiona  hall,  around  whioh  in  small  wire-protected  ftames  the  an- 
nouncements  of  lectures  are  posted.  Another  flight,  and  we  stand  upon 
the  level  of  the  various  lectnre  rooms  of  all  the  departments  of  soi- 
enoe.  Four  flntAd  colomns  of  stone  on  each  side,  support  the  orna- 
mented roof,  extending  the  diatance  of  the  second  and  third  atoiiM. 
The  rooms  are  all  small,  and  ftmuahed  simply  with  the  long  wooden 
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benahM  of  our  eoimtty  school  hoaBee,  and  a  small  pvlpit  for  the  leo- 
tnrer.  Tho  hours  of  lectores  are  denoted  by  plaoards  on  the  Tartoas 
doors,  and  are  so  arranged  that  seyeral  departments  of  soieuoe  are 
tai^ht  in  the  same  apartment  during  difierent  honrs  of  the  same  day; 
thiu  diecooTses  on  philosophy,  medicine,  mathematJoa  or  theology,  may 
all  be  delivered  in  the  same  room.  The  eliniosl  instmcUon  always 
ooonra  in  the  hospital  building;  and  except  the  branches  of  anatomy, 
physiology  and  chemistry,  all  the  branches  of  medicine  in  this,  as  in 
all  the  schools  of  Oermany,  are  taught  there.  The  UniTersity  of  Halle 
Bombem  now  some  seven  hundred  students  in  all  its  departmental 
mostly  theologians.  The  school  was  foonded  in  1694,  in  the  old  build- 
ing, and  received  a  considerable  aooession  in  1817  by  the  transfer  of 
the  college  at  Wittenberg,  the  scene  of  Luther's  action.  The  proxim- 
ity of  tiie  city,  however,  to  Leipsio  and  Berlin,  injures  it  very  materi- 
ally, in  its  medical  advantages,  aa  tlie  oelebrities  of  tbe  profession  are 
always  attracted  there.  Oldhavsen  is  the  professor  of  obstetrics  at 
present;  being,  however,  one  of  Martin's  aaaistanta,  it  was  fair  to  sup- 
pose tliat  his  views  were  mostly  imbibitions.  And  as  our  haste  to  Vi> 
•una  was  rendered  urgent  by  the  fitct  that  most  of  the  short  courses 
'  would  commence  in  the  following  week,  we  were  &in  to  content  our- 
selves with  the  above  mentioned  visit  to  the  Univeiuty. 

We  pushed  on  through  Leipsio — only  a  day  for  the  city  and  ita  old 
University,  a  long  pile  of  yellow  buildings,  part  of  the  Augusteam, 
&oing  tbe  main  square  of  the  city,  a  hurried  glance  through  ita  lee- 
tore  rooms,  and  ita  aula,  a  large  saloon  of  bosta  and  statues  of  Saxon 
Princes,  with  twelve  reliefs  of  the  history  of  education,  then  a  peep 
into  several  of  the  old  antiquarian  book  stores,  which  only  made  na 
lament  our  limited  means,  for  all  the  onriosiUes  and  relics  of  literature 
in  all  languages  are  there.  Leipsio  is  the  grand  center  of  the  book 
trade  in  Germany.  It  has  some  one  hundred  and  ninety-two  book 
ritores,  forty  printing  offioes,  one  hundred  and  nine  hand  and  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-nine  machine  presses.  During  the  Mfisse,  which  are 
great  fairs  held  three  times  a  year,  and  which  attracts  "Armenians, 
Turks,  and  dwellers  beyond  Jordan,"  book  dealers  from  all  civilized 
landa  visit  the  city  for  purchase  and  sale.  A  few  years  ago  they  erected 
their  own  exchange,  which  is  now  their  business  resort. 

Two  days  travel  on  a  rather  circuitona  route,  carries  us  into  Wfin- 
berg,  one  of  the  wealthy  cities  of  the  little  kingdom  of  Bavaria, 
whither  we  have  come  to  see  and  hear  Scansooi.  Host  of  tbe  public 
buildings  of  the  city  were  erected  at  a  time  when  W&rsberg  wsa  a  &«e 
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oHj,  the  capiul  of  sd  eptsoopKl  bm,  wliioh  position  it  held  npvuds  of 
K  thoiuatid  yenrB,  under  the  floooeuiTe  jorisdiotion  of  Mme  eigh(f-tw« 
bishops.  Hence  the  boildinga  have  been  erected  with  that  l&Tishmeni 
of  means  which  the  very  laige  reyenaes  of  ntoh  positioDS  pennit 
The  hospital  is  an  immense  stractnre,  covering  more  than  two  solid 
squares,  inclueiTe  of  the  medical  oollege  in  ita  rear.  The  endowment 
of  the  whole  institution  is  some  two  and  a  half  million  dollars  in  gold; 
tt  contains  about  six  hundred  inmates,  of  whom  not  more  than  one- 
half  are  patients;  a  large,  handsome  bronse  statue  of  Julius  Echter,  its 
fbnnder,  one  of  the  city's  primates  towards  the  latter  part  of  the  six- 
teenth  century,  stande  at  the  trout.  The  appointment  of  the  iriiole 
building  are  even  mnoh  tner  than  those  of  the  Charitj  of  Berlin.  The 
consequence  of  this  rich  endowment,  is  Ae  eeonri^  of  a  magnificent 
fliculty,  for  which  this  institution  has  always  been  &mon8.  Kdlliker 
on  microscopic  anatomy,  Bamberger  on  internal  medicine,  Beekliof 
hausen  on  pathology,  and  Soanioni  on  obstetric^,  are  among  the  most 
&mous.  The  lying-in  hospital  stands  apart  from  the  main  buildings 
fbnning  a  neat,  rather  small  two  story  stuccoed  building,  with  acoom- 
modations  for  abont  fifty  cases,  which  is  a  fair  allowance  for  a  oity  of 
only  forty  thousand  inhabitants.  By  the  kindnees  of  Dr.  Mundi,  Profl 
Scanaoni'e  first  assistant,  we  were  permitted  to  visit  the  building  and 
make  the  rounds  with  him.  Patiente  are  divided  into  first,  second  and 
third  classes,  according  to  their  means,  the  latter  class  being  charity 
patients,  and  privste  apartmente  are  fHimished  for  those  aad  cases  in 
the  upper  circles  in  which  "a,  child  is  found  for  the  cradle  before  a 
husband  for  the  bed."  Except  one  or  two  cases  of  pelvie  abscess,  the 
vnrds  were  remarkably  tne  from  disease  of  any  oh&racter  on  oar  visit, 
ttuofa  to  OUT  wonder,  for  every  window  throughout  was  as  faermetio- 
ally  sealed  aa  the  general  &erman  hygiene  in  practice  demands— the 
peculiar  puerperal  odor  was  actually  nokeniog.  The  immunity  of  dis- 
ease  under  such  conditions  ean  only  be  explained  on  the  thorongli 
habituation  from  infhncy  on,  and  the  intense  aversion  every  son  of 
Tentonia  cherishes  against  a  draught  The  babies  were  all  bundled 
■nd  rolled,  and  their  little  arms  tied  down  inside,  so  that  they  could 
be  lifted  by  any  one  of  half  a  desen  bands  and  tosaed  about  like  « 
papoose  with  perfect  impuni^.  The  delivery  bed  was  elevated  at  the 
back  to*  such  an  ext^it  as  tu  oause  the  assumption  of  a  semi-recum- 
bent  posture  in  labor,  resemUing  no  little  some  of  the  old  Gefair 
St&hte  or  delivery  chairs,  which  were  so  common  in  Germany  ftfty  or 
six^  years  ago,  and  which  are  now  universally  disoarded.    Tb«  leo- 
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tare  room  contsiiiB  b  ■nrf  fine  vmj  of  iiutrnmento  and  a  Taltubla  wl- 
lection  of  deformed  pelres;  the  original  Robert's  pelris,  in  which  the 
transrerBe  diameter  wu  eontraoted  to  two  iaohaa,  while  the  ooiyugat* 
temaine  normal,  being  among  the  nnmber.  Among  the  noTelties  may 
be  mentioned  a  peculiar  cephalotribe,  an  ioTention  of  Soanioni's,  which 
merits  a  descripUon.  In  addition  to  the  two  blades  of  the  ordinary 
eephalotribe,  the  inatrament  was  proridcd  with  a  perforator,  vhoie 
extremity  was  a  pointed  oToid  of  perhapa  an  inch  in  diameter,  tha 
outer  surface  grooved  or  threaded  like  a  Borew;  after  the  cephalotribe 
ii  applied  in  the  nsoal  manner,  the  perforator  is  paeeed  between  the 
handlsB,  throBt  through  the  oraninm  or  fontanelle,  as  the  caee  may  be, 
and  then  oarried  on  tbroogh  the  brain  until  its  point  lodges  in  the 
foramen  m^nom,  several  tnrns  of  the  handle  screw  it  into  the  fora- 
men, when  the  handle  of  die  perforator  is  attached  to  the  handlee  ttf 
the  cephalotribe  by  a  elamp.  The  advantage  claimed  for  it  is  solidi^ 
of  grasp  j  the  attachment  at  the  base  of  the  head  and  in  its  most  ua- 
yielding  bone,  even  into  t^e  oommenoement  of  the  spinal  canal,  will 
not  permit  it  to  glide.  We  were  informed  that  on  the  manikin  the 
instnunent  worked  ofaanningly;  an  opportunity  for  it«  application  in 
Otero  had  not,  as  yet,  presented.  The  only  objection  that  occurred  to 
VB,  would  be  the  adjastment  of  the  machine,  for  its  complicated  char- 
acter certainly  entitles  !t  to  that  name.  A  finger,  provided  with  the 
educated  obstetrical  eye,  might  reoognise  the  foramen,  if  it  conid  reach 
it;  bnt  the  ocnlariBation  (7)  if  of  the  end  of  a  twelve  inch  eteel  rod, 
would  imply  a  delicacy  of  tactile  sensibility  in  the  hands  of  the  man- 
ipnlator,  that  it  would  require  an  eye  of  taitii  to  take  cognisance  thereof. 
We  do  wrong,  however,  in  attempting  a  jest  ou  a  scientjfic  eul^ect.  If 
the  pointed  end  could  be  ftstened  into  tbe  occipital  hone  anywhere,  it 
is  probable  that  it  would  answer  the  purpose.  Soantoni,  himself,  is  a 
type  of  a  gcntieman  and  a  scholar,  and  we  eould  not  avoid  contrasting 
faim  in  this  light  with  some  of  his  numerous  detraotors,  who  all  suffer 
by  the  comparison.  In  person,  rather  portly,  now  that  he  is  verging 
on  to  his  sixth  decade,  with  a  genial,  placid  fhce,  pleasant  to  look  upon 
and  that  f^els  at  peace  with  itself  and  mankind,  a  clear,  rather  fhll  eye, 
beneath  a  lid  with  tlis:t  redundancy  of  tissue  which  the  phyriogno- 
mists  tell  us  is  a  sign  of  decision,  never  dull  or  slow  of  comprehension, 
for  it  shoots  a  qnick  glance  out  of  ita  angles  ooeaaioDally,  which  takes 
e^niaance  of  things  which  are  not  always  mentioned ;  in  manner  afit- 
ble,  eenrteous,  more,  even  inviting,  delivery  easy,  elegant,  chaste;  as 
lie  leaned  on  flie  bed,  with  one  hand  in  gesture  over  it  and  one  slipped 
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in  hit  pMket,  in  perfect  ^elf-poBsesaion,  ezpreeAing  himself  on  his  anb* 
jeot  in  tie  moit  beaotifnl  Ikngiutge,  withoHt  effort  or  affeotatioa,  we 
Alt  our  respect  for  him  rapidly  varming  from  onrioBitf  to  renertitioa, 
and  left  him  fio&lly,  in  onr  regard,  as  our  ideal  of  an  obstetrician. 

The  discoorse  was  «n  the  subject  of  hsamatoma,  selected,  as  he  said, 
from  dearth  of  material,  a  difficulty,  we  were  informed,  with  whioh  his 
clinic  is  freqnenily  afflicted;  yet  he  pictured  tlie  case  so  clearly  and 
forcibly  as  almost  to  render  the  presence  of  a  patient  nnnvcessary. 

ScaoEOni  is  a  diBbeliever  in  the  frequency  of  this  disease.  In  twen- 
ty-fiyc  years  he  has  met  with  but  three  oases  in  which  be  could  con- 
Mientioofily  state  that  hsematoma  existed.  Jost  from  a  school,  as  we 
were,  in  which  this  was  a  disease  of  daily  diagnosis,  this  was  rather  a 
strange  statement,  ezplicably  partly,  however,  from  the  difference  of 
different  authors'  conceptions  of  the  disease;  Scaoioni  only  regarding 
tltose  caMB  as  blood  tumors,  in  which  an  effnaioa  really  occurred  in 
tie  peritoneal  cavity,  and  that  generally  in  the  caTity  of  Douglas, 
retro-uterine ;  whereas,  according  to  Martin,  the  most  frequent  seat  of 
flXtravasations  is  between  the  folds  of  the  broad  ligamcnta,  the  most 
of  which  cases  Scanioui  regards  as  simple  perimetritis  without  affusion. 

In  his  lecture,  Scanconi  narrated  a  peculiar  oase  in  which  it  became 
necessary  to  establish  a  diagnosis  between  a  hematoma  and  a  retro- 
rerted  pregnant  ntems.  The  introdnction  of  the  sound,  which  in 
other  cases  would  have  been  sufficient,  was  here,  for  evident  reasons, 
necessarily  excluded.  By  placing  the  patient  on  elbows  and  knees, 
however,  he  succeeded  in  establishing  a  reposition  of  the  retroverted 
stems  as  the  case  thus  proved  to  be,  and  the  pregnancy  terminated 
favorably.  Scanzoni  is  deservedly  a  great  favorite  among  his  patienta, 
of  whom,  as  you  can  well  imagine,  he  has  a  goodly  qnanUty,  and  a 
choice.  Tor  two  visits  to  the  Empress  of  Russia,  recently,  during  one 
of  which  he  was  only  present  in  case  his  aid  might  be  called,  he  re- 
ceived, as  his  assistant  informed  us,  some  thirty  thousand  dollars  in 
gold,  besides  a  residence  and  a  handsome  equipi^e.  He  haa  refused  a 
dasiling  offer  from  Baden  Baden,  one  of  the  former  assistants  in  the 
hospital  there  informed  us,  as  it  would  remove  him  from  his  school. 

We  were  unable  to  see  EoUiker,  who  would  not  lecture  until  the 
following  day.  Bamberger  we  met  at  a  post-mortem  by  Becklinghansen. 
He  is  altogether  about  tlie  last  man  whose  ontward  appearance  pre- 
sents any  index  of  the  ability  which  charaoteriaea  him.  Small  in  stat- 
ure, with  heavy  side  whiskers  which  almost  completely  conceal  his 
ftatures ;  he  stood  there  the  piaure  of  wrapt  attention  over  tn  autopsy 


iM,Coo<^le 


ooEBBSPOimuKa.  243 

«f  one  of  hie  patientt  wbioh  ke  had  followed  to  the  end.  He  enjojB 
the  rapatation  of  being  one  of  the  finest  olinieiana  of  Gennanj.  His 
two  lat«  works  on  DiaeaMS  of  the  Heart  and  Abdomen,  are  oooaid- 
ered  standard. 

Hanioh  hae  a  very  fine  anivenit;,  a  Bpaoioos  etoHe  etmctnre,  with 
elegant  appointmeste,  erected  by  the  late  King  Lewis  I,  whose  mnnifl- 
eenca  in  every  respect  has  eontribited  so  maeh  towards  rendering  this 
•ne  of  the  most  beavtifnl  cities  of  the  world  externally,  as  well  as 
enriching  her  galleries  and  nurseries  of  art  amd  seienee,  with  nstold 
treaanree  within. 

During  our  entire  stay  in  Uie  city,  althongh  we  made  it  exeeedinglj 
profitable  and  interesting  in  sight-seeing,  we  were  nnable  to  glean  any- 
thing of  medical  interest,  on  account  of  the  inopportone  season  of  one 
of  the  nnmerons  church  holidays,  wVich  are  religiously  observed  by 
all  the  schools.  We  contented  ourselves,  therefore,  with  the  purchase 
of  photographs  of  Liebig  and  Pettenkofer,  of  world  wide  fame,  and  of 
Hecfcer,  the  present  professor  of  obstetrics,  and  hastened  on  our  way. 
As  tme  disciples  «f  Ksculapins,  however,  wc  could  not  resist  the  tempt- 
ation of  visiting  the  home  and  haunts  of  Paracelsus,  bo  that  we  were 
det&lned  another  day  at  Salsbnrg,  Austria.  A  beautiiiil  little  city  we 
found  it,  encamped  down  amongst  some  of  the  loveliest  scenery  which 
nature  oeuld  command,  and  rich  in  hbtorical  interest.  Mozart's  birth* 
place  and  home,  Hayden's  home,  the  residence  of  the  iamily  of  Weber, 
direc  of  the  world's  greatest  eomposers.  What  being  who  has  ever 
beard  the  music  of  these  three  inspired  men  as  rendered  by  tbe  royal 
•perns  ef  these  Gal  Hope- worshiping  people,  who  would  not  feel  an 
inapiratton  in  traversing  the  seenes  of  their  daily  lives?  Not  ftr  from 
(he  bridge  crossing  the  river  which  bisects  tbe  town,  crowded  in  among 
its  neighbors,  stands  a  high  bouse  with  dark  weather-soarred  walla, 
bearing  about  its  centre  a  half-efiJaced  portrait  of  the  celebrated  nat- 
uralist and  empiric,  Paracelsns.  This  wm  his  home — nothing  else  to 
be  learned  of  him  there.  His  manifold  virtues,  which  he  himself  her- 
alded forth  trumpet- tongued,  have  not  been  sufficient  to  have  preserved 
a  single  relic  of  onr  hero's  greatness.  The  first  half  dosen  whom  im 
interrogated,  could  not  direct  us  to  his  house.  A  little  more  than  three 
eenturiea  have  elapsed  mnee  our  great  medical  Munchansen,  tbe  prinoe 
of  bra^arts,  floarished  in  the  bight  of  his  glory,  healing  diseases  like 
tbe  traveling  charlatans  who  take  up  a  temporary  abode  in  our  western 
vities  until  suffering  bumani^  elsewhere  makes  a  sndden  call  for  relief 
in  other  ^awrters ;  Wt  his  f^ntMtion  has  b«en,  alasJ  almost  as  «vanea- 
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cent  as  theirs.  Panoelsas  adopted  sver;  preoantioo  to  propagate  hi* 
name  and  fame  to  posterity.  In  the  Teatibule  of  the  charch  of  St.  Se- 
bastian, there  is  a  Uige  moniuneDt  built  into  the  wall  over  bis  grsTe, 
a  tftU  colonm  of  red  marble  of  obelisk  shape,  reatisg  on  a  sqaaie  baser 
on  the  anterior  iiur&oe  of  whioh  a  scroll  bears  the  foUowing  modest 
«pitaph:  "Insignia  medioinae  doctor,  qoi  dira  ilia  Tnlneia  lepram 
podagram  bydropiim  Miaqoe  insanabilia  oorporis  artes  aabtalit." 

Another  day  en  route  and  we  ar«  snngly  domiciled  in  Vienna,  the 
place  of  the  present  writing;  and  still  another  beholds  ns  in  avail 
of  the  magnificent  advantages  of  the  clinics  of,  perhaps,  the  moat  prac- 
tical school  of  medicine  in  the  world,  of  which,  anon. 

WaiTTAsn. 
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No  branch  of  the  noble  art  of  healing  has  been  so  much  neglected 
as  that  of  aural  snrgery.  This  neglect  has  certainly  been  doe  to  a 
very  genervl  impression  that  very  little  could  be  done  for  Uie  aSeatioM 
of  the  organ  hi  question.  But  a  patient  and  concentrated  attention 
given  to  its  pathology,  has  lately  done  much  to  enlighten  the  obscnri^ 
enrronnding  the  subject,  and  demonstrated  the  practlcabiiity  of  doing 
mnoh  for  the  telief  of  aural  diseases.  This  is  certainly  a  thnderatttm, 
when  we  consider  how  freqnentty  they  present,  and  how  generally  one 
of  Uie  most  important  senses  is  thereby  impaired.  To  the  bnsj,  gen- 
eral praetitjener,  few  sonToee  of  iBformatiou  oa  this  snbjeet,  have  been 
accessible.  In  iWot,  bitherto,  the  only  one  was  tbe  very  exoellent  work 
of  Toynbee. 

In  the  volume  under  oonaideii^ou,  the  medieal  m«B'wUI  find  a  com- 
plete expontien  of  all  Aat  relates  to  aura]  science,  with  alt  tbe  lalsnt 
improvementa  in  treatmeot,  vcUeh  have  done  a«  maoh  t*  tote*  a  reoog' 
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nitioB  of  the  importance  of  thu  braneli  of  tbe  medintArt  It  is  a  con- 
sideration of  facte,  garnered  in  jears  of  patient  inreetigation  and  pno- 
Uce.  Tlie  book  ib  presented  in  the  form  of  leotoree,  but  is  msoh  men 
systematic  than  is  nsaal  in  snoh  arrangement.  The  olassifioataon  and 
nomenclature  of  diseases,  is  not  entirely  satisfactory,  after  having  con- 
sidered the  admirable  system  of  Toynbee ;  bat  this  is  a  point  of  minor 
importance,  especially  when  the  great  practical  excellence  of  the  book 
is  so  patent.  Every  detail  of  practice  is  thorongbly  illnstrated  and 
explained;  more  than  a  hnndred  pages  being  devoted  to  tbe  most  im- 
proved plans  of  examining  the  out«r  ear,  the  nse  of  the  eoBtachian 
catlieter,  and  Politier's  and  Valsalva's  methods  of  investigating  the 
diseases  of  the  tympannm.  The  anatomy  of  the  OTgan  is  given  in  a 
clear  but  concise  manner.  As  regards  therapeutics,  themost  approved 
plans  and  agents  are  minntety  considered.  Host  of  them  will  be  found 
to  be  novel ;  but,  baaed  as  they  are,  on  simple  principles  of  seienoe,  will 
command  confidence. 

The  American  physician  is  deeply  indebted  to  the  translator  fw 
presenting  this  admirable  work,  as  well  as  for  his  teansUtion  of  Stell- 
wag  on  the  Eye,  the  latter,  filling,  as  it  did,  a  wide  chasm  in  English 
Ophthalmological  literature.  J.  Q.  S. 
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BY   JULIUS   U.   ELOB,   M.    D., 
Prnfi—T  in  tbe  Colrinltj  of  Vlsoaa.    TmiaUtod  bj  Joaeph  Euuunr,  U.  D.,  ud  BmJubIb 

r.  firnOKn,  If .  n.    Newlork:  Wa.WuodaCo     Vor  ml*  bj  C.  P.  WUdtr, 


This  tranalatton,  first  issued  about  a  year  since  by  a  New  Tork 
firm  no  longer  in  existence,  has  now  become  the  property  of  Uie  vete- 
ran publishers,  Wm.  Wood  &  Co.  In  a  previous  nnmber  of  the  *  Jour- 
nal, we  made  a  brief  analysis  of  the  book,  giving  it  such  hearty  com- 
mendation as  its  carcM  stndy  led  ns  to  believe  was  quite  just.  By 
the  judgment  then  expressed  we  are  qnite  willing  to  abide.  The  h^-h- 
est  critical  fanthority  in  Great  Britain  in  our  profession,  has  recently, 
January  last,  spoken  of  it  thus:     "A  translation  of  XtoVt  Paiholog- 
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ieal  Anatomjf  of  Iha  Femaie  Seofual  Orgaat,  liu  been  fairl;  ucom- 
pliah«d  by  Drs.  Kammerer  and  Dawson,  of  New  York,  and  we  welcome  it 
here  as  a  work  of  great  ose  to  those  whose  attention  is  specially  direct- 
ed to  those  organs."  T.  P. 


PENN8TLVANIA   HOSPITAL  EBPOETS,  VOLUME  11,  1869. 

PhlUJdphik:  LlndHraBUktaton.     lor  nla  b;  C.  P.  Wlldn,  IndUupolli ;  Bobtrt  CUrk*  4 


The  cODtribotors  to  this  bandsome  Tolnme  are  Drs.  Hewson,  Hor- 
ton,  Da  Costa,  Hatchinson,  Edward  Hartshoroe,  Asbhnrst,  Hunt,  J.  F. 
Heigs,  Packard,  Agnew,  Harlan,  Biohardsoa  and  Pepper. 

As  our  talented  Philadelphia  correspondent.  Dr.  J.  Ewing  Hears, 
proposes  the  consideration  of  this  volume  in  a  future  communication, 
we  will  now  merely  say  that  these  reports  are  nearly,  if  not  quite,  equal 
to  those  for  1868,  and  that  they  are  creditable  alike  to  the  editors  and 
publisher.  We  hope  both  parties  nay  be  encouraged  by  seeing  this 
annual  widely  circulated.  T.  P. 


A   HAND-BOOK  OP   UTERINE   THERAPEUTICS,   AND  OF 
DISEASES  OP  WOMEN. 


BT  KDWAED   JOHN  TILT,   II.    D. 


The  author  baa  reTised  the  third  British  edition  of  hia  veil  known 
work,  for  re-pnhlioation  in  this  conatry,  and  contributes  a  preface 
to  this  Amerioan  issue. 

A  comma  nication  made  a  few  months  since  to  the  Lantxl,  and  which 
■tmok  US  as  being  of  such  interest  that  we  re-published  it  in  this  Jovr- 
nal,*  constitutes  a  large  portion  of  tbis  preface.  In  the  coarse  of  it, 
Dr.  Tilt  compliments  "the  splendid  achievementH  of  those  American 
Simeons  who  have  taught  na  that  we  can  safely  remove  ovarian  tumors, 
and  how  to  cure  vesico-vaginal  fistnla;"  and  justly  speaks  of  bis  admi* 
ration  of  "the  sni^oal  genius,  great  skill,  and  the  perfect  honesty  of 
purpose  that  characterise  Dr.  Marion  Sims,  who  is  an  honor  to  kia 
country  and  to  onr  profession." 
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The  xnthoT  states  that  the  main  points  to  be  dereloped  in  "  Uterine 
Therapeutie*,"  are: 

"FtrtUs — The  paramoaot  imporUDce  of  hjgiene  toi  the  lelief  and  cure  of  di*> 
■Met  of  women. 

"SteoadI) — The  comtitatioiial  natnre  of  manj  diHawa  of  women,  and  thn 
impo  aibilitf  of  curing  tbem  wlthoat  coast! tntional  Temediea. 

"Thirdly — Tbe  manifett  reaction  of  nterine  dlwasea  on  the  female  Bjitem,  and 
tbe  impossibilitj  of  curing  manj  uterine  complainta,  witboat  inrgical  n 

"Fmtrtklfi — The  great  value  of  tberapentics  to  BMiUKe  and  cnre 
women,  and  -the  belief  in  the  value  of  thoee  remedial  meamrei,  that  ai 
medicine  it*elf-'«ich  aa  TeneMction,  unelica  and  canitici." 


The  preface  coDcludee  thns : 

"  It  affords  me  vrry  great  pleunre  to  shake  hande,  as  it  were,  in  this  preftce, 
with  ao  maD7  valaed  American  Meodi.  A  common  languags  unites  tbe  member* 
of  tbe  same  profession  in  America  and  Great  Britain,  bj  the  strongest  bonds  of 
aStetion;  and  there  is  no  danger  of  it  being  seTered  bj  diSerenca  of  climate  and 
form  of  government,  or  even  \>j  those  occaaional  cauMi  of  minmderatanding  that, 
fbr  party  porpoeea,  are  magniBed  bj  proftwiaDal  wire-pnllen. 

"This  union  of  the  two  proAssiona  ia  tbe  type  of  the  perfea  unity  that  shoold 
ever  eiist  tictween  the  great  Anglo-Saxon  nations,  to  whom  Providence  has  given 
progenies  to  people  the  waste  placea  of  the  earth,  and  the  flrm  determinalion  to 
weigh  more  and  more  heavily  in  the  scale  of  nation*  for  the  wel&re  of  maoklnd." 

Following  the  preface,  is  the  Introduetum,  in  which  various  topioa 
are  discussed,  e.  g.,  DifficoltJes  BesetUng  the  Study  of  Uterine  Com- 
plaints, Lady  Fntctitiouers  and  their  Chances  of  Snoeess,  Old  and 
Hoderu  Pathology,  Diseases  of  Women  to  be  Studied  by  the  Light  of 
Menstruation,  et  cet.,  el  cet. 

The  following  obaerratioas  we  commend  to  all  our  readers,  especi- 
ally to  the  junior  members  of  the  profession: 

"To  be  ■ocGcaifdl  in  the  treatment  of  the  disease*  of  women,  a  jonng  medical 
man  should  make  women  the  study  of  his  life,  so  as  to  ondentaod  their  mental 
peculiarities  as  well  as  their  phyaical  constitotion;  and  if^  with  equality  of  med- 
ical skill,  the  senior  pracUlioner  is  much  more  soocessnil  in  the  treatment  of  women 
than  tbe  junior,  it  is  that  he  has  discovered  how  to  bespeak  their  confidence,  to 
itimnlata  their  hope,  and  to  keep  np  their  perseverance  until  tbe  recovery  of 
health." 

The  conclusion  of  this  chapter,  too,  is  admirable: 
"  We  most  bust  in  uatore^  and  believe  that  an  Almighty  power  is  operatioK 
In  the  human  frame,  ever  working  to  restore  health  by  successive  chaagei  and 
renewals,  having  definite  laws  and  saccessfiil  Issnes,  olten  erroneously  ascribed 
to  onr  remedies.  Lelonr  motto  be  that  of  the  father  of  French  surgery:  "ji  la 
punar,  Distr  La  acann." 
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In  reflerring  to  female  physiciBns,  the  author  states  that  the  prin- 
cipal reason  why  the  knowledge  of  diseaeee  of  women  has  so  little  ad- 
vanced, is,  the  hitherto  nndiatnrbed  belief  that  one  sex  only  is  quali- 
fied, by  education  and  powers  of  mind,  to  investigate  and  cure  what 
the  other  eex  has  alone  to  snflfer;  and  then  a  little  while  after,  point- 
edly averts  that  the  great  majority  of  women  will  continue  to  consult 
ns,  BO  long  as  they  recognise  the  mental  superiority  of  man.  We  have 
qaoted  the  anthor'a  very  words,  and  we  fail  to  be  able  to  reconcile  the 
aasertion  of  man's  mental  superiority,  with  the  retarding  influence 
which  the  fact  of  these  diseases  not  being  made  the  subject  of  invefl- 
tigation  and  the  object  of  cure  by  woman  herself,  has  had  upon  the 
advance  of  knowledge  of  such  diseases.  Either  the  one  or  the  other 
assertion  is  wrong. 

The  first  ohapter  treats  of  Surgical  Appliances  and  Modes  of  Kx- 
ftminatioD,  tatA  will  be  found  quite  up  with  the  most  recent  inventions 
in  this  department  of  art,  e.  g.,  the  sponge  tents  of  Dr.  Ellis,  prepared 
with  carbolic  aoid,  and  those  of  Dr.  Aveling,  in  which  pennanganatd 
of  potash  is  placed,  both  of  which  were  presented  only  last  year  to 
the  London  Obstetrical  Society,  are  referred  to.  We  are  somewhat 
surprised  to  read  from  the  pen  of  an  author  whose  generally  chaste 
and  classic  composition  we  never  weary  of  admiring,  this  expression; 
"pottering  on  for  months."  Pottering  on  may  be  forcible,  but  it  sorely 
does  not  come  ftom  the  "pure  well  of  English  undeftled." 

The  second  chapter  is  upon  Uterine  Dietetics  and  Home  Treat- 
ment; the  third,  upon  Tonics;  the  fourth,  SedatiTes;  the  fifth,  Anti- 
phlogistic Treatment;  the  sixth.  Caustics;  the  seventh,  Emmena- 
gogues;  the  eighth.  Haemostatics;  the  ninth,  Speoifics;  the  t«nth, 
Uterine  Misplacements ;  the  eleventh,  Treatment  of  Uterioe  Complica- 
tions; twelfth,  Treatment  of  Sterility;  tiiirteenth,  On  the  Treatment 
and  on  the  Prevention  of  Uterine  InftammatioD  in  India — a  ohapter 
which  few  American  readers  will  ever  find  of  any  practical  value; 
chapter  fourteenth.  Prevention  of  Uterine  Inflammation;  and,  finally, 
Formal« :  et  ett 

Did  time  and  space  permit,  we  would  gladly  present  an  analyais 
of  some  of  these  chapters.  We  most  eonclade,  however,  with  ex- 
pressing our  very  high  appreciation  of  this  book  as  one  of  eminentiy 
practical  value.  The  physician  will  find  its  perusal  exceedingly  inter- 
esting, and  freqneut  reference  to  it  exceedingly  useful.  It  is  hardly 
necessary  to  say,  since  it  is  issued  by  Appleton  k  Company,  that  in 
paper,  typography,  &c.,  the  book  is  all  that  could  be  desired. 


A  TREATISE  ON  THE  DISEASES  OF  INFANCY  AND  CHILD- 
HOOD.   ^ 

BT  J.   LBWU  flHlTB,  H.   D., 

FbjpilcUn  to  Ibe  IbAbI'i  H«pltal,  Wud'i  Iilud  )  Profawv  In  Bellsnu  BotlM,  At.    Pab- 

lUed  bj  B.  C.  Lh,  PhiUdtf phi*.    Vor  ula  b;  G.  P.  WUdsr,  Indluu. 

foUt;  BolnrtCluke  A  Co.,  ClBcliiDkti. 

Piln,  (S.TS. 

We  beliere  that  die  profession  generally,  feel  that  there  is  a  place 
«ttd  k  need  for  a  good,  praotioal  treatise  on  diseafles  of  childrea,  in 
American  medical  literature.  We  have  good  works  in  considerable 
onmber,  bj  importatioa  ftsd  tntnalatios,  bat  we  have  not  now,  any 
native  prodaction  tkat  is  satisfactory.  Oar  author  has  probably  felt 
ibis  deficiency,  though  he  makes  no  oomparisons,  bat  simply  offers  his 
labors  so  as  "to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  medical  student  and 
prMtitioner." 

The  author  has  included  in  his  treatise,  something  more  than  tbe 
mere  diseases  of  children  and  infanta.  The  first  partis  token  up  with 
chapters  on  In&ncy  and  Childhood,  Care  of  the  Mother  During  Preg- 
nancy, Mortality  of  Early  Life,  Lactation,  Selection  of  a  Wet-Nurse, 
Coarse  of  Lactation,  Weaning,  Artificial  Feeding  and  Diagnosis  of 
In&ntile  DieeaaeB.  These  topies  are  not  treated  at  any  great  length, 
but  afford  occasion  for  judicious  remark  and  advice.  There  are  some 
pointe  that  we  woald  like  to  have  seen  more  elaborated.  One  of  diem 
is  concerning  the  management  of  the  mother,  who  has  become,  either 
Erectly  or  indirectly,  syphilitic.  Detdils  of  management  and  treat- 
ment might  have  been  made  a  satasfaetory  feature  in  this  chapter,  inas- 
nneh  as  we  not  inirequently  meet  with  such  cases.  In  his  subsequent 
ehapter  on  syphilis,  be  treats  of  it  as  developed  in  the  child. 

In  tbe  chapter  on  Mortality  in  Early  Life,  we  have  the  veil  known 
causes  of  it  given;  hut  we  tbink,  though  we  may  be  mistaken,  tiiat 
New  York  could  have  afforded  sufilciently  foroible  Btattstios  without 
relying  almost  entirely  upon  those  of  European  cities  and  countries. 
His  only  mentjoa  of  the  proportion  of  mortality  which  any  partieular 
disease  shows  is,  that  scarlet  fever  is  one  of  the  most  &tal  diseases  in 
New  York  eity.  Another  suggestive  topic  too  briefly  mentioned,  is 
tbe  influenoe  of  our  sohool-eystem  on  the  mortality  of  early  life. 

The  chapter  on  Laotatiou  conbuns  brief  but  pointed  remarks  on 
its  diffieulties  and  contraindications,  such  as  depressed  nipple,  too  long 
delay  befon  applying  the  infant  to  the  breast,  tuberoulosis  in  the 
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mother,  conBtitntioiul  syphilis,  inflammatory  afectioDS  and  mammary 
inflammation.  Prominently  among  the  galaetagognes  are  mentioned 
the  uu  of  electrical  cnrrenta  and  the  castor  oil  plant.  Among  the 
aati-galactics  be  seema  to  confide  somewhat  in  Belladonna,  a  matt«r  is 
which  he  does  not  agree  with  the  editor  of  the  Weilem  JournaL 

We  do  not  find  anything  new  or  anggestlve  in  the  chapter  on  t&e 
Diagnosis  of  Infantile  Diseases. 

Part  II  is  the  practical  part  of  the  booh,  beginning  with  Diseases 
of  the  Cerebro -Spinal  System.  Here  we  baTe  a  vexj  proper  recom- 
mendation of  the  optbalmosoope  aa  a  means  of  diagn«siB  in  diaeaaes 
of  the  brain.  The  resulte  of  ita  ime,  in  the  hands  of  Dr.  Clifford 
Albntt  and  others,  are  sufllcient  to  prOTe  that  it  shonM  not  be  ceofined 
to  the  specialtst. 

The  chapter  on  Congestion  of  the  Brain,  is  wantiag  in  fullaesB  of 
descriptioii,  pathology  and  treatment.  In  snch  cases,  the  ^ung  p>ao- 
titioner  is  glad  to  have  the  benefit  of  the  fullest  experience.  This  defi- 
ciency is  not  observed  in  the  author's  treatment  of  the  anhjeot  of  Eclamp- 
sia. His  remarkson  the  inhalation  and  internal  use  of  chloroform,  opiom 
and  bromide  of  potasinm,  will  interest  and  inBtmot.  The  use  of  opium, 
where  the  brain  is  directly  or  indirectly  concerned,  requires  nice  dis- 
crimination, and  any  one  who  reada  and  follows  his  dirscldons,  wiU 
profit  by  them.  This  section  closes  with  an  interesting  leriew  of  the 
subject  of  Interna)  ConvuIsKins. 

The  section  on  Diseases  of  the  B«spiratery  Systent,  ocenpies  about 
eighty  pages.  When  we  come  to  ezanine  the  chapters  on  Cronp  and 
Pnemmopia,  there  are  modes  of  treatment  of  these  diseaaes  whiob 
attract  natice  because  of  their  variance  from  the  estabtished  plans. 
"Loss  of  blood  is  not  reqaired  in  the  treatment  of  creup."  That, 
we  presume,  to  be  in  accordance  with  Amerioan  practice.  For  it  are 
substituted  aconite  and  veratrum  vtrido.  A  fnller  account  of  the  au- 
thor's experience  in  the  use  of  these  articles  would  have  been  better. 
He  employs  the  tincture  of  Teratmm  viride  "in  doses  of  half  a  drop 
to  one  drop  every  three  or  four  hours,  for  those  over  the  age  of  three 
years."  As  a  subatitute  for  oalomol  in  liquefying  and  removing  the 
fhlse  membrane,  he  says  "  physicians  of  this  oity  are  using  more  and 
more  a  mixture  of  chlorate  of  potassa  or  of  soda  and  muriate  of  am- 
monia given  frequently."  As  a  local  remedy,  he  highly  recommends 
fVom  personal  experience,  the  sub-sulphate  of  iron.  He  devotes  some 
pages  to  Tracheotomy  of  Croup,  giving  the  statistics  of  Drs.  Kraok- 
owviiar  and  Voss.    In  the  treatment  of  Pneumonia,  he  gives  one  drop 
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of  tincture  Teratmm  ever;  ^ree  honra,  to  a  child  of  five  years  of  vig- 
orous coDBtitntioD ;  also,  antimOD;  with  morphia,  id  the  second  stage. 
Id  feeble  children  he  adfieea  a  differeat  course — ipecac,  carb.  ammoa., 
■eoega,  tto.  In  blistering,  he  advises  applying  cantharidal  collodion, 
in  epols  of  the  aiie  of  a  ten  cent  piece,  half  a  dosen  or  more.  As  tha 
blister  treatmeot  of  disease  is  being  discnssed,  ve  mention  this,  with 
some  belief  in  its  nsefnlnees. 

We  have  not  time  to  more  than  attnde  to  one  or  two  topics  in  the 
section  on  Diseases  of  the  Digestive  Apparatos.  Cholera  lufaotum  is 
one  in  which  every  physioian  in  this  country  is  particolarly  interested. 
He  does  not  devote  much  space  to  it;  we  observe,  however,  that  ha 
faintly  praisefl  calomel  in  small  doses. 

Under  the  bead  of  Zymotic  Diseases,  first  appears  Diphtheria. 
For  treatment,  first  mention  is  given  to  sulphites;  but  he  has  no  expe- 
rience that  would  recommend  them.  Chlorate  of  potash  and  iron  are 
recommended,  and  also  local  appHoations,  such  as  he  advises  in  croup. 

Quite  a  number  of  important  diseases  of  children  are  not  men- 
tioned. We  leave  the  book  with  an  impression  of  its  incompleteness 
in  many  matters.  Yet  it  is  the  basis  of  a  good  treatise.  Pouibly  an 
addition  of  clinical  matter  or  matured  penonal  experience,  will  bring 
it  up  to  the  standard  which  the  author  sets  up  in  his  preface. 

W.C. 


OUTLINES    OF   PHYSIOLOGY— HUMAN   AND   COMPAKA- 
TIVB.  

BT   JOHN   UARSHALL,   F.   B.   B., 

rtehaaar  at  »awgiTj  Ib  Iha  Unlrenil)'  Collega,  Londan  ;  BuIgKD  totbe  UDlnnttj  C(ill<(*  H«. 

plt>l ;  irltn  ikddlllooi  bT  Jrmncli  G.  Bnllh,  M.  D.,  Proftwr  of  th*  Unlnr- 

nry  ot  Puwrlnol*.    PvMUHd  In  PUUddphla,  b> 

HesrT  O.  L«^  tau.    Prtsa.VT.M. 


Nothing  has  appeared  in  onr  language,  since  the  last  edition  of 
Carpenter's  great  work,  that  is  comparable  to  this  of  Mr.  Marshall; 
and,  it  is  quito  singular  that  it  should  be  produced  by  a  surgeoB. 
Every  one  interested  in  physiology  has  been  looking  and  waiting  pa- 
tiently for  a  new  edition  of  Carpenter,  which  should  bring  us  up  to 
the  latest  accumulations  of  this  subject;  but  it  is  to  be  feared  our  ex- 
pectations will  not  be  realized.  But  Mr.  Marshall  has  given  us  a  work 
equal  in  arrangement,  and  more  full  and  satis&ctory  on  many  of  th* 
rmn-n-.-i  Google 
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topics  tliaa  Carpenter's.  So  that  while  ezpreesiag  onr  regrets  for  the 
apparent  close  of  this  great  mao'e  labora,  we  can  rejoice  in  the  rac- 
ceasfbl  work  of  the  new  author. 

I  wish  I  coald  spare  the  time  to  offer  an  extended  review  of  thu 
snperb  work.  It  reall;  merits  an  elahorate  comparison  with  other 
recent  and  familiar  works,  not  for  the  purpose  of  ahowing  its  superi- 
ority, BO  much  as  to  exhibit  the  rapid  and  splendid  developnieDt  this 
attractive  science  is  making.  Physiology  may  be  studied  in  this  work 
from  the  lowest  forms  of  Tegetafale  and  animal  existence,  to  man,  the 
richest  and  noblest  obaeirer  of  all  the  marrelons  works  of  the  Creator. 

Science  has  discoTcred  that  a  law  of  procfrmnon  actually  pervades 
the  whole  universe,  not  in  the  sense  of  the  Darwinian,  or  kindred 
theories  of  vnivtnal  development,  which  have  no  established  facts  nor 
stringent  analogies  to  sustain  them;  but  the  nnbroken  series  in  the 
works  of  natnre  which  present  themselves  from  the  phenomena  of  hare 
ftirms  up  to  the  highest  manifestations  of  organisation  and  the  vital 

In  the  presentation  of  the  cell  doctrine,  Mr.  Marshall  makes  alln- 
flton  to  a  subject  that  I  have  never  seen  referred  to  by  any  other  wri- 
ter, but  which  I  have  ventured  to  teach  for  fifteen  years  past  as  a  rea- 
sonable inference  ttova  the  phenomena  of  all  proliferation,  and  that  is, 
that  each  tissue  and  organ  is  represented  in  the  spermatazoon,  when  it 
penetrates  the  germ  cell  or  ovum  of  the  female  and  finds  there  the 
peculiar  pabulum  for  the  beginning  of  organiEation.  In  other  words, 
the  different  organs  of  the  body  cast  off  imperfect  cells  or  gemmules, 
which  iu  the  generative  organs  becomes  elaborated  into  the  spermata- 
loa.  I  do  not  say  that  the  reader  will  find  the  stat«ment  I  have  made 
so  definitely  stated;  but  well  defined  allusions  are  made  to  it. 

In  a  most  intereaUng  department,  this  work  falls  below  our  wishes, 
and  that  is,  in  those  profound,  yet  Inminons  psychological  and  meta- 
physical discussions  into  which  Carpenter  has  ent«red  In  his  views  of 
the  structure  and  functions  of  the  brain. 

I  have  been  struck  with  the  prominence  which  many  of  his  original 
TiewB  have  in  recent  works,  such  as  Luys  (French)  on  the  Nervou* 
SffUem,  and  Maudsley'a  Pkynoiogy  and  Pathology  of  the  Brain,  which 
latter  seems  to  be  leading  some  into  the  unsatisfactory  doctrines  of 
materialiBm.  And  while  both  writers  use  freely  Carpenter's  scheme, 
they  are  devoid  of  that  reverence  and  veneration  of  Qod  which  marks 
that  great  man's  work. 

For  the  present  at  least,  the  vaunted  pride  of  science  had  better 
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accept  the  Btat«ment  of  Prof.  Tyndall  in  hia  recent  address  as  presi- 
dent of  the  British  Assooiation :  "  That  while  a  definite  thought  and  a 
definite  molecnlar  action  may  occur  Bimaltaneoasly  in  the  btain,  we 
do  not  poBsesB  the  intellectual  oi^an,  nor,  apparently,  an;  endowment 
of  the  organ  which  would  enable  na  to  span  by  a  prooeas  of  reason- 
ing, tiom  the  one  phenomenon  to  tbe  other." 

One  thing  is  always  to  be  regretted  in  tbe  re-pnblioation  of  Eng- 
lish works  by  the  honse  to  which  we  are  indebted  for  so  many,  and 
tliat  is,  the  miserable  wood-outs ;  they  asnally  disgrace  the  works  which 
they  are  intended  to  illustrate.  Why  not  get  them  from  our  trans- 
atlantic friends,  if  we  oan  not  get  them  made  here?  C.  Q.  C. 
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We  hope  the  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association  at 
New  Orleans  will  be  largely  attended.  For  years,  a  great  gulf  divided 
between  north  aud  south;  and  now  that  gracious  peace  has  bridged 
that  gulf,  DOW  that  the  "war-drum  throbs  no  longer,"  and  all  battle-fiags 
are  furled,  the  devotees  of  Medicine — which  knows  neither  clime  nor 
caste,  neither  political  nor  sectarian  beliefs,  which  is  all-embracing  tlie 
race  as  tbe  atmosphere  the  earth — ought  to  hasten  together  with  the 
throbbing  of  fraternal  hearts  and  to  the  grasping  of  tVatemal  hands. 
Let  the  men  of  the  north  and  of  the  south,  of  the  east  and  of  the 
west,  meet  together  in  an  everlasting  peace,  revive  old  memories  of 
harmony  and  union,  and  inaugurate  new  measures  for  the  honor,  the 
dignity  and  nsef^ilness  of  the  profession.  Space  does  not  permit  ns 
to  urge  upon  oar  readers  the  importance  of  sustaining  by  sympathy, 
and  by  presence  at  it«  annual  convocation,  the  American  Medical  Asao- 
ciatioD,  and  especially  of  attending  this  New  Orleans  meeting ;  nor  can 
we  urge  certain  subjects  which  we  hope  will  be  presented  to  tbe  Abbo- 
oiation.  However,  there  is  one  thing  we  want  to  suggest  to  our  brother 
editors,  viz :  That  we  have  a  meeting  of  our  own  at  New  Orleans, 
sometime  during  the  period  when  the  AssociaUon  is  in  session.  We 
can  meet  together,  become  better  acquainted,  agree,  possibly,  upon 
some  plan  of  medical  education,  for  example,  upon  the  most  advisable 
scheme  of  State  medical  legislation,  and  advocate  these  measures  in 
our  journals.  What  say  yon,  gentlemen  of  the  medical  journals,  to 
this  suggestion? 
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LIST   OF   QUESTIONS  AT  THE  RECENT   EXAMINATI0K8 
IN  THE  MEDICAL  COLLEGE  OF  OHIO. 

Prof.  Blackman:  Surgery — 

1.  What  U  0.0  Abscess  aod  bow  ditgnOMd  1 

2.  DefiDitioii  kbd  tn'stment  of  anuerism. 

S.  Describe  Garden's  ampatatiua  at  kuM-joiDt. 

4.  Indications  for  trepbiDing  craninm. 

5.  Beat  methtxl  of  reducing  rerticle  luiation  of  patella. 

6.  Describe  ordinarj  operaUon  for  strangulated  oblique  b?rnia. 
T.  DtlTereoc*  between  Oollea'  and  Barton's  fracture  of  radias. 

5.  Diagnosis  between  luiation  of  hnmeras  and  fracture  of  tlie  neck. 

6.  Differential  diagnosia  of  fracture  of  neck  of  femur  and  luxation  on  doih 

10.  Characteristics  of  luiation  in  sciatic  nolck. 

11.  Beat  method  of  Teduuing  luiation  of  femur. 

Prof.  Graham:  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine — 

1.  What  aie  the  phjsical  signs  at  different  slagtt  of  pneumonia! 

2.  Id  TBlTular  disease  of  the  heart,  bow  find  tlie  parlicular  tuIts  aJFcclcd? 

3.  Diagnose  between  remittent  and  tjpboid  ferer. 

4.  Diagnose  between  peritonitia  and  enteritis. 
6.    Dii^iDoae  between  lumbago  and  nephritis. 

6.     How  would  jou  treat  a  case  of  acnte  d7sentcr7T 

Prof.  Wright:  ObsUtricB— 

1.  What  are  the  boundaries  of  the  Inferior  strait? 

3.  Name  tha  vertei  presenta^ona  and  the  one  most  ffequ'nt, 

5.  What  direction  must  the  /aei  ateume  to  make  a  natural  labor? 
i.  What  are  OitpoiiHvt  signs  of  labor? 

6.  How  manage  prolapse  of  ftanis  In  fini  atage  of  labor? 
6.  Gire  sjmptoms  and  treatment  of  puerperal  feri'r. 

T.  now  treat  puerperal  conTulaions? 

8.  Give  signs  of  rupture  of  uterus  in  labor. 

9.  How  treat  wunoidabU  hemorrhage? 
10.  Bow  treat  retained  placenlaT 

Prof.  CotDegye:  Physiology — 

1.  Describe  a  cell. 

2.  How  is  food  classified,  how  digested  and  liow  absorbed? 

3.  What  are  the  chief  constitnenM  of  the  blood  and  what  ia  the  avftragt 
proportion  to  the  weight  of  the  body  T 

4.  What  time  is  required  for  the  wbole  to  pass  through  the  heart? 

6,     How  rapid  Is  tbe  capillary  clrculaUon,  and  what  condition  of  the  *ct- 
Mls  Is  nccessar;  to  maintain  tbn  normal  morement  T 
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8.    Whitt  elTcct  on  tbe  caplllarj  moTemonli  nmlU  from  increased  hiart  nc- 
tloa  In  fenrT 

7.    Whet  U  Ibc  theory  of  reaptrUioo  T 

5.  Wbat  kinoaDt  of  «pu«  Tor  atcb  pcnoo  aboold  be  allowed,  da*  regard  (o 
TtoUUtion  being  bad  T 

0.  What  constitntes  a  nprron*  sj«tem,  and  wbat  are  tbe  Ainetioiw  of  iu  parta? 
10.    QiTc  an  example  of  eicito-motoi,  Btniori-metor  and  ideo-moloi  acta. 

Prof.  Parvin :  Medical  and  Surgical  Diaeaees  of  Women — 

1.  What  are  Ibe  normal  dimeDtlona  of  tlie  nnimpregoated  aterosT 

2.  Bow  woold  jou  distinguiBb  a  simple  tnm  a  «peclQc  vagiolUiT 

3.  The  differential  diagnosis  of  a  fibroid  of  the  posterior  wall  aad  retro- 
fesioD  of  the  uterus. 

4.  Diagnosis  between  uterine  prolapse  and  hypertrophic  elongation  of  the 
iaA«-Taglnal  neck. 

6.  The  tresltnent  of  asthenic  ameDOrrhon. 

e.  Tbe  treatment  of  intra-nteritie  poljpni. 

7.  The  treatment  of  epithelioma  of  the  Dterine  neck. 
8     Tbe  treatment  of  nterine  catarrh. 

0.  How  are  ulcers  of  tbe  neck  of  the  ntenu  divided  t 

10.     The  different  methods  of  treating  the  pedicle  in  oTariotomy. 
Prof.  Gobreeht:  Anatomy — 

1.  DttcHbearlb. 

3.    Describe  a  bony  thorax. 

3.  What  parts  are  necessary  to  form  ok/  movable  joint. 

4.  Describe  tbe  hip-joiot 

(.     What  mnscles  form  the  quadriceps  eitenior  cmrls,  and  how  are  Iher 
fBMitedT 

5.  What  is  a  satellite  miucle  (give  aa  example)? 

7.  Describe  tbe  heart. 

8.  Give  tbe  coats  of  an  arterj. 

9.  Describe  the  Inngt. 

10.  Oire  the  principle  dirisions  of  the  encephalic  nerrons  naia. 
Prof.  Barthotow:  Materi  Medioa  and  Therapeotic^— 

1.  GiTB  rule  for  administering  arsenic 

^  Write  a  prescription  containing  Fowler's  solution. 

3.  Describe  phjaiological  effects  of  Calabar  bean. 

4.  What  is  the  nature  of  the  pbjsiologicalastagoDinn  of  morphia  andstraplaT 
A.  Tinder  what  clrcnmatonci  wonld  yon  prescribe  morphia  and  atr^ia 

tdptberf 

f .  Describe  the  physiological  effects  of  the  bromidea. 

7.  What  is  the  therapeutic  Tolue  of  oil  and  water  in  the  treatmeal  of  skla 
dtoasecT 

8.  GiT«  rales  for  the  hypodermic  nse  of  remedies. 
8.    Deicrltw  the  pteparaiioD  of  calomaL 

lO.    How  administer  tartar  emetio  to  prodnee  cmeriat 
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Prof.  S«e)7 :  DiMsaea  of  ibe  Ejre  and  Eu— 
1.    Of  what  doea  the  organ  of  sight  conBlft? 
1.     How  rnuDj  boDcs  enter  into  the  compoeition  of  the  orbit,  uid  nam*  them  T 

3.  Katne  the  ocnlar  miuclea,  gir«  thetr  origin  and  imertloD,  and  the  nerrea 
Ibat  Inerratc  them.  ' 

4.  GiTe  etractan  of  tb»  lldi. 

G.  D*flne  accommodation,  b;  a  ebtnge  in  what  atnictDre  is  it  brongbt  about, 
and  what  prodncea  the  change? 

6.    What  ii  the  macula  lat«a,  and  what  the  blind  spot  of  Uariotte? 

T.     Bound  the  aateriar  and  posterior  chamber. 

8.     Wliat  are  graatilationa,  divisiooa,  diagnosis,  etiologj  and  tnatrntat? 

e.     Iritis,  what  Its  diagnosis,  cause,  and  iTeatmeoU  ? 
10.     WhatiscMantct? 
Prof.  Conner:  Chemistry — 

I.    Define  (dm,  add,  tall,  Moid,  todg,  witfa  eiampln  of  «acb. 

1.  /odnw— Prom  what  aonroe  obtained,  pbfsioal  properties,  cotnbination  with 
other  elements,  methods  of  distingoishiDg  iodide  fK>m  iHtHDide  of  potasiiam. 

3.  Iron — Oxides,  method  of  preparing  hgikated  wafmaxtds  fbr  twe  tn  eaiM 
of  poisoning  b^  arsenic. 

4.  Ltad — Phjidcai  properties,  oxides,  lists,  effect  as  poison. 

6.    General  difference  between  uunymtM  and  arftmie  otHnponnda. 

6.  GirbaUe  ^eid— From  wbftt  source  obtained,  physical  pTopertLei,  selTCnta 
ol,  strength  of  saturated  aqneons  solution. 

7.  ProdutU  tjf  Dieompotilwit  t/  JfuMroI  tmUltr — Actios  npon  Uad  pipe  of 
water  containing  decomposing  animal  matter;  method  of  purifying  water  contain- 
iof  animal  matter. 

8.  Diienftelanl* — Classes  of,  actions  o^  those  commonljr  employed,  methods 
of  employing  them. 

8.  AliaMiU — In  general,  from  what  obtained,  physical  pioperties?  Hor- 
pUa  and  qnlnloe,  how  dietingnlshed  one  from  the  otherT 

10.     CriiM— normal  and  abnormal  coniUtaenta — teats  for  each. 

The  couu zkceuent  ezeroiBes  of  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio  took 
plaoe  OD  the  let  of  Bfarcli.  Judge  Diokaon — ^vltoSe  scholarly,  thooght- 
fbl  and  useful  ^address  npon  the  occasion,  ve  are  sure  onr  rexdera  will 
rejoice  in  having  the  opportunity  of  reading — represented  the  tnuteea 
.in  eonferring  the  degrees.  Prof.  Graham  delirered  the  valediotoij, 
its  aafajeot  being  Faith  m  MaHcine,  and  it  ia  ueedtesa  to  add,  Hint  in 
oompoaition  it  had  the  peculiar,  vigorous  and  logical  style  which  ehar> 
toteriie  the  author's  habits  of  thought,  and  that  it  was  delivered  with 
that  graceAil  oratory  which  all  who  have  ever  heard  Prof.  Graham 
know  that  he  poasesses. 
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AuericAn  Medicaj.  Association,  Bonth-weet  corner  Broad  and 
Pine  Btreeta,  Philadclpliia.  Wm.  B.  Atkinson,  H.  D.,  Permanent  Sec- 
retary. The  twelfth  annual  eessioti  will  be  held  in  New  OrleaoB,  Lou- 
isiana, Hay  4th,  1869,  at  11  A.  H.  The  following  committees  are  ex- 
pected to  report : 

Ob  DiBens«»  oT  tb«  Cornea,  Dr.  J.  B.  Hildretb,  Ulinois,  cbNnnaD. 

On  CDltivatioQ  of  the  Chinehona  tre«,  Dr.  Lenuel  J.  D«al,  PetuwjlTaaii, 
Chairman. 

On  BicMon  of  JoiaU  for  IigwriM^  Dr.  J.  B.  Reed,  Oeorgia,  ch^rman. 

On  Alcohol,  and  its  Aelatlon  to  lledidne,  Dr.  John  Bell,  PcDnajlraoia,  chair- 

On  the  Crfptogamk  OrigiB  of  Disease,  with  Special  Refercnoe  4a  Reoenl 
Hieroscopic  iDTntigaliaaa  an  that  inlyecl,  Dr.  Edward  Cartia,  U.  S.  A.,  chairmaa. 

On  Operation!  for  Hare-Up,  Dr.  A.  Hammer,  HiMonri,  cbairDMu, 

On  Clinical  Thcnnoinetor;  ia  Diphtheria,  Dr.  Joseph  O.  Rkbardton,  New 
York,  chairman. 

On  Inebriate  AajlnmB,  Dr.  C.  H.  Niebola,  D.  0.,  chairnian. 

Or  the  Inflnence  of  the  Pneumogaatric  K«tt«  on  Spaamodie  aad  Rjlhrnical 
Jfovemenla  of  tbe  Lnagt,  Dr.  Tbona*  Antisell,  D.  G^  cb^rman. 

To  Examine  into  the  Praent  Plan  of  Organitation  and  Itanagtmeat  of  tba 
Onitad  8lat«(  Marine  Hoqiitalt,  Di.  D.  W.  Blin,  D.  C,  churman. 

On  the  UtitisalioB  of  Sewerage,  Dr.  Stephen  Smith,  New  Torb,  chairman. 

On  the  Infinence  of  Qnarantlns  in  Preventing  the  Introdnction  of  Disease  into 
tbe  porta  of  the  United  Slates,  Dr.  KUslta  Harria,  New  York,  chairman. 

On  Narae  Training  InstitnUona,  Dr.  Samuel  D.  OroM,  PenDijlTania,  ebairmaa. 

Ob  ComtniaaioDeia  lo  aid  in  Trials  IiiTolTing  BcientiQo  Testimonjr,  Dr.  John 
Ordronaax,  New  York,  chairman. 

On  Aunnal  Uedical  Register,  Br.  John  H.  Packard,  Pennsjlraiua,  ehairaua. 

On  Deviling  a  Plan  for  the  Relief  of  Widows  and  Orphans  of  Medical  Haa, 
Or.  John  H.  Oriacom,  New  York,  chairman. 

On  Teterinarj  Colleges,  Dr.  Tfaonas  Antisell,  D.  0.,  chairmaa. 

On  SpecialUes  in  Medicine,  and  the  Proprietj  of  Spadallits  adfcrtiring.  Dr. 
B.  Llojd  Howard,  Maryland,  chairman. 

On  Library  of  American  Medical  Works,  Dr.  J.  M.  Toner,  D.  C,  chairman. 

On  TacdnatioQ,  Dr.  Hen7  A.  Martin,  Massadinsetta,  chairman. 

On  tbe  Decomposition  of  Drea  in  Untmic  Poisoning,  Dr.  H.  B.  Moel,  Maryland, 
thairman. 

On  the  Best  Method  of  Treatment  for  the  Different  Forma  of  Cleft  Patott^  Dr. 
4.  B.  Whitehead,  New  York,  dialnnan. 

On  Rank  of  Medical  Men  in  the  Navy,  Dr.  H.  8.  Davla,  lUinoit,  chairmaB, 

On  M'  dical  Ethics,  Dr.  D,  Frands  Oondle,  PennsylTania,  chairman. 

On  American  Medical  Necrology,  Dr,  C.  C.  Cox,  Maryland,  d 

On  Medical  Bducation,  Dr,  J.  C.  GetTe,  Ohio,  chairman. 

On  Mmlical  Literatnre,  Dr.  E.  Warren,  Maryland,  chairman. 

On  Price  Essays,  Dr.  fl.  H.  Bemisa,  booiaiana,  chairMan. 
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On  thB  ClimatoloK7  ftnd  Epidemic*  of  Muge,  Di.  J.  C.  Weston ;  New  Hunp- 
■him,  Dr.  P.  X.  St&ckpol«;  TermoDt,  Dr.  Henry  Janea;  UMSftcboBettt,  Dr.  H.  I. 
Bowditch;  Rhode  Iituid,  Dr.  C.  W.  Panona;  Connectieat,  Dr.  B.  E.  Hunt;  Hew 
Tork,  Dr.  W.  F.  Thoma;  New  Jersey,  Dr.  Bira  H.  Hunt;  Pennijlvuiia,  Dr.  D.  F. 
Oondie;  Harylud,  Dr.  0.  8.  Hahon;  QeorgiB,  Dr.  Juriah  Harrii;  UiMrari,  Dr. 
0*0.  Bngelnu) ;  AlabemB,  Dr.  S.  7.  Uicfael ;  Tezai,  Dr.  T.  J.  Heard ;  Illiooii,  Dr. 
B.  0.  Hamil ;  Indiana,  Dr.  J.  F.  Hibbeid ;  UgUict  of  Columbia,  Dr.  T.  AntlseU ; 
Iowa,  Dr.  J.  0.  Hughes;  HicbiEHUi,  Dr.  Abm.  Sager;  Ohio,  Dr.  T.  L.  Ne*l;  Oali- 
fonila,  Dr.  P.  W.  Hatch ;  Tennemee,  Dr.  B.  W.  ATeut ;  Weit  Tirginia,  Dr.  B.  A. 
Hildnth;  Minnesota,  Dr.  Samuel  Wiley;  Ti^inia,  Dr.  W.  0.  Oweo;  Delaware, 
Dr.  L.  B.  Bush ;  ArkanHM,  G.  W.  Law rcDce ;  Ulisisiippi,  Dr.  —  Comptoa ;  Lon- 
Uaaa,  Dr.  L.  T.  PiHm. 

BecreUrieB  of  all  medical  organisations  are  reqaested  to  forward 
Hate  of  their  delegates  as  soon  as  elected,  to  the  Permanent  Secretary. 

Any  respectable  physician  who  may  desire  to  attend,  but  can  not 
do  BO  as  a  delegate,  may  be  made  a  member  by  invitation,  upon  the 
teoommsndation  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements. 

W.  B.  ATEmaoN. 

AuE&icAH  Medical  Abbociation — Meeting  at  New  Orleans,  Tues- 
day, May  4th,  1669. 

I  am  authorized  by  the  Atlantic  ft  UlMitalpiu  Staamsbip  Compaay  of  St.  LonU 
to  say,  that  they  will  carry  doctars  and  their  ladies  to  attend  the  meeUng  of  the 
Acsocialion,  at  the  fbUowlng  rates,  tIc 

FmSt  Li>iilitaIinrOrleuu,«chpMMii|W, •«>-•• 
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Trom  Kbw  Orlouii  ta  Hunphlt,  cuh  puaanfaTi      ....--■-.       $15.00 

"  CW™,  UM 

-  "  "81.  Lsnli,     "  •■  »M 

The  Company  start  a  first  class  steamer  from  St.  Louis  every  forty  dght  bonr*, 
Sundays  included,  and  the  nsnal  ^me  ftam  St.  Louis  to  New  Orleans,  Is  about  six 
days,  and  Ihun  Cairo  to  New  Orleans,  about  foot  and  a  half  days.  Paasengen  can 
go  ou  any  of  their  boats  at  the  above  ratee,  which  indndea  meals  and  state-rooms. 

The  steamer  which  will,  however,  take  down  the  great  body  of  the  doclon 
wiabtng  to  travel  by  the  river,  will  leave  Bt  Loolt  at  Bve  o'clock  p.  m  ,  on  Wednes- 
day, the  18th  of  April;  Oairoon  Thursday  evening,  after  the  arrival  of  the  altemoon 
train  ou  the  niiuoii  Oeulral  Bulroad;  and  Uetnphis  on  Friday  evening,  reaching 
Hew  (Means  fhim  Monday  noon  to  Tuesday  Borniug, 

Parties  arriving  by  railroad,  to  take  this  boat,  at  either  St.  Louis,  Cairo,  or 
Hejupkls,  had  bettw  make  their  cslculaUons  to  reach  the  point  of  embarkation,  at 
least  one  train  in  advance  of  the  time  of  the  l»oat'a  departure.  But,  if  any  one 
should  arrive  at  Cairo  or  Memphis  too  late  for  this  boat,  he  will  find  one  or  more 
boats  pas^ug  for  New  Orleans  every  day,  at  ordinary  bre, 
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It  WH  deein«d  beat  to  maka  tii*  amuifement  tor  ft  dtSnita  Hit  Mch  trftj,  ao 
tbat  Due  can  go  either  dcwn  at  np,  or  both,  M  he  nu,j  choose,  hj  the  riTCC,  ftitd 
know  in  adToncB  jiut  it  hat  he  will  bare  to  puj. 

To  arall  himself  of  thii  boot,  one  maj  applj  on  board,  majdng  It  known  that 
fa«  is  on  hit  wa;  to  attend  the  AiBociation,  or,  petbapa^  better  write  me  a  tin*  m 
earl;  as  conTsnient,  stating  how  tataj  ladies^  if  any,  Till  acoompanj  him. 

Qood  iteomen  alao  leave  Loniarille  for  ITew  Orleau  tJwj  two  or  three  daji, 
occapjiDg  from  alz  to  MTen  daj*  in  tha  pasa^e  down.  If  a  conaiderahle  nambw 
of  doctor!  sboold  with  to  take  panage  from  LooisTilla^  and  wonld  maka  applica- 
tion in  a  body  to  E.  T.  Sturgeon,  Snperintendent  Loaiarille  Jc  New  Orleans  Packet 
Oompany,  at  Lonisrille,  or  tbe  Oaptun  of  a  8t«amer,  starting  at  the  proper  Ume, 
he  wonld  probably  gire  them  a  liberal  reduction  from  the  ordinary  fore,  which 
tariee  from  thirty  to  forty  dollara,  acccordiug  to  the  style  and  accommodation  of 
tbe  boot. 

From  Cincinnati,  no  suitable  boat  can  be  taken  through  to  New  Orleans,  but 
the  Cincinnati  k  Louisville  V.  3.  Uait  Line,  will  take  one  gtung  to  the  Asaociatiou, 
from  Cincinnati  to  LouisTille,  on  oneoftiielr  fine  boats,  and  from  thence  to  New  Or* 
leans  by  rail,  for  forty  dollata,  and  return  him  on  the  same  ronle  to  (^nciimaU,  free. 
Two  UaU  Boats  leave  Cincinnati  every  day  at  twelve  k.,  and  six  o'clock  r.  n^ 
except  Sundays,  one  at  twelve  n.  I  am  not  advised  as  to  what  arrangements  hare 
been  mada  with  othar  railroads.  Jamh  F.  Hibbisd,  U.  D.,  RKhmond,  Ind, 

A  BiTBSCRIBiR  in  Mifisotiri  presODts  the  following  iiiterrogatori«8,aiid 
w«  shall  be  rery  gnteftil  if  some  of  onr  readers  will  respond  to  them; 
indeed  we  believe  the  Jourrtal  o&n  be  rendered  especisllj  interesting 
and  lastmotiTe,  by  having  a  department  devoted  to  the  presentation  of 
professional  inquiries  and  answers  to  them : 

"What  is  tba- pathology  of  drepty  setting  in  rnddenly,  in  cases  where  panons 
have  been  constant  drinke^  for  years?  Is  it  necesaary  in  such  casee  of  dropsy, 
that  some  organic  lesion  of  the  heart  should  be  first  snperinducedT  Is  dropsy  af- 
iacting  persons  who  have  dmnk  say  from  five  to  ten  years,  ever  corable?  What  is 
the  most  rational  treatment  in  such  cases  T  Having  had  a  large  experience  in  caaes 
similar  to  the  above  named,  and  not  finding  any  very  satisfactory  description  of 
them  in  any  work,  I  take  the  liberty  of  making  tbe  above  inguities." 

An  Indiana  physieiau  recently  wrote  us,  protesting  i^aioBt  ^t 
feature  of  the  law,  recently  before  the  Indiana  Iiegiaiatore,  to  legolate 
the  practice  of  medioti)«  and  surgery,  which  permita  a  man,  no  matter 
how  in&motu  a  qtuck  he  may  be,  to  continue  his  nefiuioas  trade,  if 
he  has  been  engaged  in  it  for  at  least  ten  years — thus  recogniiing  long 
continuance  in  crime  as  a  license. 

We  most  frankly  say  tbat  we  have  but  little  faith  in  anyiaw  being 
Bostained  in  the  ooorts,  should  the  test  be  made,  which  interferes  with 
those  already  engaged  in  practice.    A  right  once  even  tacitly  grant«d 
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by  ike  3tate,  and  accepted  aad  exeroiaed,  ran  not  re»dily  be  with- 
drawn; or,  in  other  words,  an  ex  po»t  /octo  law  will  not  he  npheld. 
And  onr  hope  for  better  qualified  physioians  ie  not  in  legislating  for 
those  who  are  already  in  the  profession,  bat  for  those  who  are  yet  to 
enter  it.  But  be  this  as  it  suy,  one  thing  ia  certain,  as  long  as  col- 
leges are  dependent  upon  students  for  support,  a  higher  standard  of 
qualifications  for  license  or  diplomas  is  not  soon  probable;  and  hence, 
the  greatstep  tobe  takeuiB,  (finorceteacAvny^vrnZfceruu)^ — let  the  Ben 
who  examine  and  giye  degrees,  haye  no  oonnection  whatever  with  med- 
ical colleges — be  entirely  independent  of  them.  Bat  we  mnst  defor 
other  remarks  upon  this  subject  to  a  fntnre  nomber. 

At  a  HiXTiNa  of  the  Covington  and  Newport  Medical  Society,  held 
at  Covington,  Kentacky,  Pebmarj  19th,  1869,  at  the  residence  of  Dr. 
B.  Fretlow,  the  death  of  Wm.  Hays  was  annoanced,  whereupon  a  com- 
mittee consisting  of  Drs.  T.  N.  Wise,  Henderson  and  Jesanp,  was  ap- 
pointed to  draft  reaolutioDS  expresBive  of  the  Bense  of  the  Society  in 
regard  to  the  sad  event.    The  committee  reported  the  following: 

WmBBKAS,  It  has  pleaitd  Almightf  Qod,  in  Uie  wiu  diipenutjott  of  bU  Prori- 
d«Dce,  lo  take  from  among  us  our  tnend  and  co-laborer,  Dr.  Wm.  H&7S,  in  the 
morning  ofbia  profcMiooal  Dsehilneu;  tharefore, 

Raol»4d,  That  we  ptondl/  bear  teatimonj  to  the  calmness  -with  which  oar 
friend  met  the  rapid  appToach  of  the  ftll  deatrojer,  death,  and  that  we  are  btyond 
meuare  gratiGed  in  knowing  that  it  round  bim  »11  prepared. 

Eaohtd,  That  we  Bincerelj  deplore  the  death  of  ont  Mend,  who  had  bonnd 
himself  wilb  itioag  cords  to  oar  hearty  hj  a  most  consistaDt  proAsdonal  dtport- 
ment  and  bli  many  manly  virtnes. 

SttoUtd,  That  in  tbe  death  of  Dr.  Hajs,  our  piofenUm  hac  lost  one  of  Its 
brilliant  ornaments,  and  society  a  most  useful  member. 

Stioicei,  That  tbe  Uedical  3ocietj  offers  to  the  bereaved  &milf  of  Dr.  Hays 
onr  wannest  and  most  beartrelt  ijmpathj. 

Saolvedj  That  a  cop/  of  these  rcBolntions  be  published  in  the  city  papers  and 
in  the  Cincinnati  medical  jonmals,  the  Wettern  Journal  of  Medicine,  the  Siclmond 
mtd  LvmtntU  Mtdieat  JoanuU,  and  that  a  copy  also  be  sent  to  the  tkmilj  of  tbe 
deceased. 

On  the  29tli  of  March,  jast  as*  tbe  last  form  of  the  Journal  was 
going  to  press,  we  received  from  the  office  of  the  Richmond  and  Lou- 
xmlU  Medical  Journal,  the  proof-sheets  of  two  letters  from  I>r.  Bald- 
win, of  Hontgomery,  Alabama,  President  of  the  Amorioau  Medical 
Association,  and  one  from  Dr.  J.  C.  Mott,  formerly  of  Mobile,  now  of 
New  York,  aooompanied  with  the  statement:  "Dr.  Baldwin  desires  the 
medical  journals  of  the  country  to  publish  these  letters  in  foil,  or  giv« 
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an  anftlTsia  of  tk«m  in  April."  The  correepondenee  oame  altogether 
too  late,  even  if  it  vere  not  too  long,  for  pnblication ;  and  we  must  be 
oontent  with  a  brief  reference  to  some  of  its  salient  features. 

Dr.  Baldwin,  Dnder  date  of  March  2d,  writes  to  Dr.  Nott,  xirging 
his  attendance  at  the  approaching  meeting  of  the  ABsooiation,  statee 
that  the  great  mass  of  eonUiem  physicians  are  in  f^ll  Bjmpathj'  with 
die  Aesociation,  that  the  few  who  are  disaatiBfied  ground  their  com- 
plaint npon  the  rejeotion  of  the  Qardner  resolntionB  in  1864;  he  then 
dtscnsseB  these  resolutions,  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  action  of  the 
Association,  ko.,  &c.;  finally,  promiring  a  hoBpitable  welcome  to  tfa« 
delegates  at  New  Orleans  next  Hay. 

I>r.  Nott  replies  briefiy  under  date  of  March  9th,  speaks  of  the 
kindness  of  the  profession  to  him  in  New  York,  refers  briefly  to  the 
Gardner  resolntiona,  &o.,  and  concludes  thus:  "My  many  old  friends 
moat  throw  aside  all  minor  considerations  and  come  forward  in  sus- 
taining your  efforts  to  muntain  the  true  honor  of  the  south,  the  dig- 
nity of  the  profession  and  tlie  cause  of  humanity." 

The  third  letter  is  to  Dr.  Qullard.  If  Dr  G.,  who  lost  an  arm  in 
the  war,  if  Dr.  Nott,  who  lost  his  two  sons  thus,  and  Dr.  Baldwin, 
whose  only  eon  likewise  perished  in  the  strife,  are  foremost  in  the  cul- 
tivation of  amity  and  cordial  friendship,  not  even  the  smallest  frag- 
ment of  the  Bonthern  profession  ought  to  feel  or  act  etherwiae. 

Vaooini  Aqent  op  WEsraaK  Vieqinia. — Dr.  J.  C.  Hupp  was 
af^ointed  State  Vaaoine  Agent  a  few  days  since  by  Goremor  Steren- 
Bon.  Dr.  Hupp,  we  belieTe,  has  filled  this  position  aisee  the  ftrma- 
tion  of  the  State,  and  has  giren  unirereal  satisfaction. 

Our  Fbiend  Dr.  J.  D.  Jackson,  of  Eentacky,  requests  us  to  make 
the  following  announcement:  All  the  railroads  in  Kentucky,  the 
"Kentucky  Central"  excepted,  have  offered  ha\f-/an  (tall  fkre  going, 
return  fVee,)  to  delegates  attending  die  "American  Medical  Associa- 
tion" at  New  Orleans,  in  May  next.  The  "Louisville  t  Nashville  & 
Memphis  Railway,"  have  very  kindly  effected  an  arrangement  with  the 
roads  connecting  with  it  south,  fay  which  through  half-fare  tickets  to 
New  Orleans  can  be  obtained  at  Louisville. 

NoTwiTHBTAMDiNQ  the  addition  of  four  pages  to  this  number  of 
the  Journal,  we  still  find  ouTBelvcB  compelled  to  defer  several  matters, 
bibliographic,  items  of  news,  editorial  nottceB,  et  eet,  until  our  next 
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Thiu  II  wHl  tw  «an  ihat  if  nu  liu  pkuloaa  vhlch  Imptl  blm  to  Uu  dHtrnctlmi  at  miui,  If 
k*  ta  Iha  ddI;  uiliiul  Tho,  daipMBg  hli  natanl  iram  of  itUA  iBl  StttBet,  hu  d<TlHd  Dm 
■I Ml  Of  dHtncUan,  fa*  li  il»  lbs  ontj  uiliul  abo  bM  tfas  doii*,  or  tba  pow,  to  nllai*  tb* 
«iff«irtn|I  of  bli  Allow  cillung,  ud  In  whom  Iba  eD-Hiitsnca  of  nuoa  *Bd  b«aaTol«i«  itteau 
■  Bonl  M  «*11  u  in  UtallHtut  nparlorlEj.— OBATn'  Cimou  M 
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ACCOMMODATIVE    ASTHENOPIA. 
BT  DR.  J.  0.  ROOXBS,  XASUON,  IND. 

This  ftnaojing  ftfioction  of  the  ejes,  the  source  of  so  nrnoh  phys- 
ical and  meDtal  nuBery,  remained  a  subjeot  of  pure  speoulation  and 
empiriciBm,  from  the  birthday  of  medical  soienoe  almost  to  the  pnsent 
time.  In  the  last  decade,  however,  Donden  and  others,  in  thoir  «z- 
hanstive  researches  in  the  physiology  of  the  eye,  have  be«n  led  to  a 
complete  elucidation  of  the  pathology  ai  this  hitherto  mysterious  mal- 
ady, 80  that  now  it  is  so  clear  and  exact  that  he  that  runs  may  read. 
As  a  coosequenoe  of  this  exact  pathology,  sadly  too  often  lacking  ia 
many  isatanoes  of  diseases,  the  treatment  and  cure  are  now  as  fixed 
and  certain  as  any  thing  relating  to  so  complex  a  machine  as  the  phys- 
ical man  can  be. 

Asthenopia  is  oharacteriaed  by  inteiMittent  blurring  of  vision,  ten- 
■ioD  around  eyes  and  frontal  region,  Tarioiu  facial  neatal^ie,  laohrj- 
matioB,  congestion  of  oonjnnotiva,  slight  intolerance  of  light,  &o.,  all 
indaeed  or  ^;gravat«d  by  reading,  sewing,  or  other  close  work.  It  is 
esaentially  an  irritability  of  the  ciliary  apparatns  of  the  eye.  This 
irritability  is  due  to  ezeesnve  straining  in  (be  effort  to  accommodate 
ti»  viaioD  for  near  objects.  This  excess  ot  efibrt  may  either  be  rtla- 
tivt,  aa  where,  owing  to  debility,  the  muscle  is  not  able  to  do  a  nmnU 
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uaount  of  work  in  Keeommodttting,  or  it  may  be  necessitated  hy  the 
coDdition  of  the  hypennetiopU,  an  abnorma)  proximity  of  retioa  and 
oryBtalline  lens.  This  arrangement  of  the  optical  apparatus  requires 
an  abnormal  intensity  of  action  on  the  part  of  the  cilliary  muscle  in 
all  positive  aooommodaliou,  such  as  is  essential  in  viewing  near  objeola. 
This  strain  can  be  borne  without  InaouTenienoe,  until  the  age  of  thirty 
ot  thirty-five  years,  if  not  eatosmtw.  Then,  by  the  gradual  failure  of 
accommodative'  power,  it  will  have  increased  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
induce  an  irritability  of  the  muscle  It^lf,  and  if  continued,  finally,  a 
train  of  reflex  irritations  referable  to  the  varione  nerves  of  the  bead 
and  face,  and  sometimes  of  the  whole  nervona  syst^n.  Suob  oases  an 
truly  pitiable,  for  often  the  suffering  has  continued  for  years.  In  spite 
of  all  sorts  of  empirical  efforts. 

At  a  much  earlier  age,  asthenopia  will  supervene,  in  hypermetropic 
eyes,  if  the  strain  u  excetnve  and  continued,  as  in  all  employments  requir- 
ing close  and  fixed  vision.  These  two  varieties  of  accommodative  asthe- 
nopia, that  ttom  bypermetropia,  and  that  from  debility,  may  coincide  in 
the  same  oases,  and  generally  do,  as  even  when  the  congenital  defect  is 
very  considerable,  unless  debility  assists  In  the  evil,  the  powers  of  the 
cilliary  moscle  will  be  able  to  OTeioome  the  defioiency  without  any  un- 
pleasant result,  until  age  weakens  them.  Hence,  asthenopia  is  oflenest 
found  in  constitutions  broken  down  by  uterine  disaaae,  spermatorrhisa, 
isdnlgesoe  in  prostrating  viees,  &o.  However,  it  is  present  sometimes 
in  the  most  robust  persoBs.  In  such  oases,  there  is  always  marked 
hjrpermetropia. 

The  indications  fbr  tivatraent  are  to  afford  artificial  accommodatire 
power,  and  remove  nervous  and  mnsonlaf  debility  and  their  causes. 
As  to  the  latter,  the  requisite  therapeutios,  all  will  know  and  need  not 
to  be  partionlariied.  The  artificial  assistanee  to  the  accommodation 
is  afforded  by  a  convex  lens.  As  before  intimated,  hypennetropia  is 
dne  to  an  abnormal  nearness  of  retina  and  crystalline  lens.  This  makes 
reqaisite  a  relatively  abnormal  increase  of  convergent  power  on  tiie  part 
of  the  lens,  in  order  to  oonoenlrata  tbt  rays  emanating  from  any  object 
on  the  retina.  This  increase  of  power  may  be  obtained  by  interposing 
an  artificial  Ions.  Its  strength  should  be  proportionate  to  the  natural 
deficiency.  The  degree  of  tiu»  deficiency  may  be  determined  by  sev- 
eral methods.  The  simplest  is  that  of  comparing  the  nearest  point  of 
distinct  vision  in  a  given  case,  with  the  near  point  normal  to  that  age. 
The  working  formula  is  aa  follows:  Unity  divided  by  normal  near 
point,  minus  unity  divided  by  given  near  point,  equals  the  bypeme- 
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t>0|»ia.  ni«  dmtomJBator  of  titt  lut  ftvction  indioatoi  the  fboal  length 
at  •  giam  which  will  totally  umal  the  hfpermetropu.  In  practice, 
howerer,  it  ii  fniDd  to  be  better  to  nse  a  glasa  of  Bomewhat  less  power, 
as  the  habit  of  over-exertion  Ib  not  to  be  Rnddeoly  laid  aside  without 
ineoirreaieiioe.  Breatsalljr,  At  whole  doficieney  may  be  artificially 
ropplied. 

The  following  casefl  illiutntto  the  foregoing:    S.  W ,  aged  ten 

yeare,  strong  and  healtfty,  preiented  herself  aa  anfering  severely  from 
neoralgia  of  the  forehead.  In  answer  to  qnestlons,  complained  of 
inability  to  read  without  indneing  severe  pain  and  tension  in  fhintal 
region,  watering  of  eyes,  binrring  of  vision,  headache,  &o.  On  care- 
fwl  examination  by  the  BeaDS  before  noted,  also  by  ophthalmoscope  and 
by  teat  gtaaaea  *t  diatance,  I  fonnd  a  bypemetropia  of  one- thirtieth, 
that  ia,  a  deieieHcy  of  ooBvargent  power  e<]nivalent  to  the  force  of  a 
tbirty  inch  leas.  The  aathenopia  had  supervened,  in  the  course  of  a 
winter's  eevere  study  at  school,  the  patient  being  remarkably  diligent 
for  one  of  her  age.  It  had  been  inoreamng  for  six  months,  and  lately 
had  entirely  prevented  her  from  reading.  A  forty-eight  inch  glass  was 
applied;  with  it  all  th^  disoomfort  was  gone  at  once,  and  she  was  able 
to  read  for  half  an  hour  or  more  with  ease  and  distinotnesa.  She  was 
ordered  to  wear  qteetaeUi  with  the  same  power,  until  all  trouble  had 
disappeared.  This  she  did  for  three  weeks,  during  which  time  she 
experienced  littie  i>r  bo  sufiering,  being  able,  in  the  meantime,  to  con- 
tinue her  studies  at  school.  They  were  then  laid  aside.  Vacation, 
with  its  rest,  completed  the  cure.  A  year  later,  the  same  causes  in- 
duced the  return  of  asthenopia,  but  a  short  term  of  assistance  from 
the  spectacles  again  afforded  complete  relief.  Another  year  has  since 
passed;  no  occasion  for  treatment  has  occurred,  but  the  little  patient 
eheriehes  her  glasses,  well  knowing,  from  experience,  what  good  friends 
they  may  be  in  time  of  need,  although  they  have  brought  upon  her 
the  Moabriquet  of  "little  old  woman,"  a  title  which  the  serio-comio 
appearance  of  a  child  of  ten  years  with  spectacles,  would  induce  one 
nstarally  to  apply. 

In  thu  oa«fl,  aithenopia  was  induced  by  excessive  straining  of  ac- 
commodation in  a  case  of  marked  hypermetropia. 

In  the  following,  debility  eo6perat«d  with  the  congenital  deficiency, 
to  induce  the  same  condition,  but  in  a  hundred  fold  more  paiofril 
degree,  and  much  more  obstinate : 

Mrs. ,  aged  thirty  years,  when  first  seen,  had  sufi'ered  for  two 

jears  flrom  asthenopia  to  snob  an  extent  that  the  mere  effort  of  fixing 
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TisioD  A>r  t  moment  iiidao«d  severe  frootal  puni,  tooUiMhe,  laefarj' 
m&tioB,  pklpiUlioB  ef  the  heart,  and  ui  intolerably  "  neironfl  "  oondjt- 
tioB  Qtibe  whole  ajrstem,  even  painsjn  the  lover  eztremitiee.  Coupled 
with  this,  was  an  inability  to  walk  or  make  any  marked  exertion  wttk- 
ont  the  same  exhibition  of  inability  of  the  whole  mascular  and  nerroas 
system.  The  foundation  of  all  this  trouble  was,  chronic  metric  with 
retroTersion,  which  had  existed  for  several  years.  On  examining  the 
eyea,  I  found  a  hypermetropia  of  one  twenty -fourth.  Number  thir^ 
glavea  were  ordered  to  be  worn  ooBSUntly.  The  habit  of  over  exor- 
tion  01  the  part  of  the  aooommodative  apparatoa,  was  so  fixed,  how- 
ever, that  their  awietanoe  was  not  kindly  accepted,  and  no  change  was 
experienced.  Thereupon  the  ciliary  muscle  was  paralysed  by  initia- 
tions of  atropia,  lad  it  was  found  necessary  to  eontinae  this  for  five 
months  before  tiie  habit  was  obviated.  Than  the  glasses  were  com- 
fortably  borne,  and  began  to  fiilfil  the  indication  of  doing  part  of  the 
work  of  accommodation,  which,  in  ordinary  cases,  they  will  do  from 
Uie  moment  of  applying  them.  From  that  time  to  the  present,  two 
years,  die  irritability  of  the  eyes  has  gradually  lessened,  and  now  the 
patient  can  read  for  a  short  time  quite  comfortably.  In  the  meantime, 
the  glasses  are  constontly  worn,  though  at  times,  they  m  lud  aside 
without  dieoomfort.  Moreover,  by  rational  application  of  every  possi- 
ble means,  the  general  nervous  irritability  and  its  cause,  the  organic 
uterine  lesions,  have  been  slowly  made  to  succumb,  until  now,  although 
yet  somewhat  an  invalid,  the  patient  expresses  herself  as  enjoying  a 
comparaUve  elysium,  when  she  refers  to  Uie  tormente  she  once  suf- 
fered. 

In  practice,  oaees  of  asthenopia  present  themselves,  affording  great 
variety  of  symptoms.  Some  are  very  readily  relieved  by  simple  means ; 
others  require  great  perseverance  with  every  measnre  tiuit  ean  be 
brought  to  bear.  The  latter,  are  those  in  which  general  nerrone  debil- 
ity is  prominent.  All  of  them  should  be  objects  of  careful  attention 
from  the  medical  man,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  profession  will  im- 
prove its  very  generally  Insufficient  knowledge  npon  tbis  subject,  for 
then  relief  will  be  accessible  to  thousands  of  sufferers  who  now  bear 
their  ills  with  hopeless  fortitude. 

For  a  fnll  conaidoration  of  the  subject,  the  interested  reader  ia 
referred  to  Soelberg  Wells'  late  work,  or  Dondera  on  Refraction  and 
Aeeommodation,  this  article  being  merely  a  hurried  note  written  for 
the  purpose  of  suggesting  attention  to  an  t^tprobrium  medicontm  which 
ought  no  longer  to  remain  such. 
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THE  CONVERSION  OF  GKAVITT  INTO  ORGANIC  FORCE 
IN  RESUSCITATION  FROM  IMPENDING  DEATH  PROM 
OVER  DOSES  OP  CHLOROFORM. 

BT  K.   0.    M'BLBOT,   H.  D.,   ZANCBTtLLX,  OBIO. 

Some  months  eince,  s  leading  editorial  appeared  in  a  widely  circn- 
lating  eastern  medical  joarnal  "on  the  medico-legal  relations  of  chlo- 
roform," the  purpose  of  which  was  to  show  the  necessity  for  coroners 
to  secure  the  services  of  "experts"  to  determine  definitely  whether 
death  was  dae  to  chloroform  in  all  suspected  or  known  oases.  The 
whole  tenor  of  the  artJole  was  so  absurd,  that  withia  a  few  hoars  after 
the  reception  of  the  journal,  a  criticism  was  prepared,  embodying  the 
only  possible  definite  conception  of  "bow  chloroform  destroys  life," 
oonsistent  with  the  known  facts  of  the  anatomy,  physiology  and  pathol- 
ogj  of  the  human  body,  and  sent  to  the  editor.  As  the  crittoism  had 
no  sugar-coating,  hut  few  expectations  were  indulged  that  it  wonld  be 
published.  But  it  waa  published,  (including  many  typographical  Ukd* 
ders),  and  elicited  a  short  commnnicstien  from  a  soutJierD  correspond- 
ent, commenting  on  it  &Torably,  and  asking  for  "more  light"  on  the 
subject;  and  detailing  a  case  of  impending  deatii  from  chloroform, 
rescued,  apparently,  by  the  depression  of  the  patient's  head  and  shoul- 
ders. Though  considerable  time  has  elapsed,  it  is  no  ftalt  of  mine 
that  a  reply  has  not  been  publisbed  before. 

"Acnow  0?  CBi«Boroaif. —  '  •  •  •  I  ampatated,  at  the  jnnctioa 
oT  tfce  upper  and  middle  third,  the  right  arm  of  a  bof  (bur  jttia  old,  id  conse- 
^ence  of  a  aeren  iqjar;  t«  the  limb.  It  rtqaired  a  good  deal  of  chlorofonn  to 
yrodaee  anaftbeala.  After  I  had  ligated  the  niMl,  it  waa  diicoTsred  that  the 
little  fellow  wai  lapidlf  llDklng.  SaTeral  teaspooafliU  of  whiik;  were^glTeD,  a* 
long  u  he  coold  awallow,  water  waa  thrown  ia  hii  (ace,  etc.  B7  thia  time,  the 
putse  had  became  almost  Imperceptible,  and  the  moTementa  of  the  thorax  had 
almoflt  ceued.  Joat  at  thU  janctare  I  thought  of  elcTatiag  the  table,  and  u  eooa 
aa  the  bod;  wb«  brought  to  aboat  an  angle  of  toity-in,  the  req>tralion  and  palae 
almoit  immadialeli/ w^rettJ.  Thit  waa  eren  readily  obeerred  bj  nnprofesiional 
penoBS  preaeoL  ■  ■  •  • 

•<Xov,  will  Dr.  HcEtro;  tell  me  how  this  waa  brought  about  T  Of  eonra*  I 
know  the  additional  Sow  of  blood  to  the  head  caused  tiie  train  of  more  remote 
vital  procenea  which  ended  in  recorerj;  but  the  brain  was  not  emptj,  ud  in 
what  waj  doe*  the  additional  amount  canse  the  effect  produced?  Does  chloroform 
have  any  tendency  to  dtertau  the  amount  of  blood  in  the  brain,  tbereby  caoting 
the  heart  to  lUl  in  i1*  AiDcUoni,  or  doea  the  dmg  directly  act  apon  the,hcaitT    . 
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"  EoiHiig  that  Dr.  H.  irltl  bring  bli  erudition  in  the  "  PbUoeopbr  »f  Form  " 
to  b«u  OD  this  BQti«ot,  I  nmaiB  ver^  TWfectAill;.  J.  C.  Utmmr,  H.  B. 

"HivrAKDo,  Uimaurn." 

To  aodeistand  the  whole  mfttter  from  the  beginning,  it  ma.j  be 
proper  to  state  that  when  death  oocotb  from  chloroform,  it  ie  always 
due  to  paralysis  of  the  heart  or  lungs,  or  both ;  fwtber,  that  the  par- 
alysiB  is  mvariably  owing  to  arrest  of  destmotire  metamorphosis  in  the 
nerre  maBses  lapplying  their  dynamics,  tIi;  oerebelliim  and  mednllk 
oblongata ;  and  that  all  possible  lesions  are  confined  to  the  diatribntiin 
of  the  circulation,  the  points  of  congestion  determined,  to  some  extent, 
by  the  primary  failure  of  the  heart  or  Inngs.  If  the  longs  Ikil  first, 
they  would  present  aocamnlations  of  the  oircnlation ;  if  the  heart,  the 
greater  veseels,  organs,  Ac,  and  no  two  alike,  for  these  reasons.  Henos, 
a  very  slender  amount  of  thought  and  study  would  qualify  one  mai, 
quite  as  nuoh  as  another  with  large  experienee,  to  deternine  by  potl- 
morttm,  whether  death  waa  due  to  chloroform.  In  replying,  then,  to 
Dr.  Uobley,  it  may  be  proper  to  state  certain  fundamental  propositions 
applioahle  alike  to  his  case,  and  to  the  study  of  the  phenomena  of  all 
organic  life. 

firtt — The  hitherto  regarded  Tital  force  or  forces  of  oi^ania  )i£^ 
seem  to  be  confined  entirely  to  the  preserration  of  the  types  and  forms 
of  organs,  tiasneB  and  textures,  in  the  midst  of  constantly  dissolring 
and  reoewiag  materials. 

The  so-called  vital  force,  or  forces,  hare  hitherto  been  the  great 
stumbling  block  in  the  pathway  of  lUTestigation  of  the  phenomena  ef 
oi^anic  life.  As  evidence  of  the  truth  of  this  first  proposition,  the 
whole  of  pathological  anatomy,  disease  and  death  ue  offered,  for,  if 
the  types  and  forms  of  organic  life  were  constantly  reproduced,  in  fall 
dynamic  integrity,  all  organlEed  beings  would  be  immortal.  As  an 
appropriate  designation  of  the  so-called  vital  fbroe,  or  forces,  and  as 
expressive  of  its  objects  and  purposes,  form  /ores  or  architect  of  organ- 
ization is  suggested — the  preserver  of  form  with  changing  material. 

Second — The  organising  force,  that  which  builds  up  formless  or- 
ganic matter,  as  well  as  the  various  oi^ans,  tissues  and  textures  of  the 
human  body,  under  the  control  of  the  form  force,  or  nrchiteet  of 
organisation,  is  common  to  all  organic  natnre,  and  is  connected  with 
the  ordinary  physical  forces  of  the  universe. 

These  two  prepositions,  in  the  shape  in  which  they  are  here  given, 
are,  to  a  great  extent,  original  with  myself,  and  as  they  arc  given  almost 
for  the  first  time  in  print,  lack  oonfirmation  and  acceptance  by  the 
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scientific  world.  Tkey  are  assumed  to  be  trae,  beoaose  the;  aoconnt 
for  and  explun  more  Batisfaotoril^p  thku  any  preTioos  foiamlfttion  of 
force,  all  the  varied  phenomena  of  oiganio  life. 

Third — That  the  dynamics  of  the  hnman  body  are  doe,  in  the 
main,  to  the  destmctiTe  metunorphoau  of  its  own  nerre  and  other 
tissaes. 

That  arrest  of  destmctiTe  raetamorphoBis  is  death,  After  death, 
patoefaotive  deoompositioD  restores  the  elementa  of  organic  matter 
baek  to  tlMir  states  in  the  inorganic  world. 

/WrfA^That  fluids,  in  or  ont  of  the  human  body,  obey  the  ordi- 
nary laws  of  gntTity,  when  unoontrolled  by  superior  forces  or  djnamios. 

Chloroform,  by  suspending  destniotiTe  metamorphosis,  arrests  the 
liberation  of  force,  and  with  the  decreaae  of  organic  force,  the  oiron- 
lation  comes  nuder  the  control  of  the  ordinary  laws  of  gravitatioa, 
and  settles  to  the  most  dependent  parts  of  its  oirooit  in  th»  dying  body. 
Some  parts  losing  blood  would  appear  pale  and  flabby,  while  others 
gaining  it  would  present  congestiona,  &o. 

With  these  fundamental  principles  for  our  guidance.  Dr.  Hobley's 
inqniries  can  be  satisfactorily  answered. 

The  facts  of  the  boy's  case,  so  &r  as  they  oouoem  the  present 
investigation,  may  be  summed  up  as  follows : 

Firtt — That  he  must  have  been  severely  shocked  by  the  aeeident 
to  the  limb,  rendering  amputation  necessary. 

By  shock  must  Im  understood  a  more  or  less  complete  suBpension 
of  nutrition,  or  constructive  metamorphosis,  ma  well  as  of  oxidation,  or 
destructive  metamorphosis.  These  organic  processes  of  life  at  the  time 
of  deepest  depression,  are  nearly  brought  to  a  stand-atil).  What  k 
called  reaction,  is  a  practical  resumption  of  nntrition,  with  a  Iwgely 
increased  waste,  or  oxidation,  the  increased  waste  being  more  generally 
manifested  by  increased  temperatarc  of  the  body,  though  ocoasioually 
by  mechanical  resulta  in  addition,  as  spasms,  convulsions  and  tetanus. 

Seamd — Cbloroform  has  to  be  given  lately  and  for  a  considera- 
ble time,  to  obtain  the  desired  annsthesia. 

Third — That  in  obtaining  the  reqniaite  degree  of  an»sthesia,  Ae 
motor  power  of  the  heart  and  lunga  waa  nearly,  if  not  quite,  mepended. 

foarth — That  he  was  resuscitated  firom  impending  death,  appar- 
ently, by  placing  his  head  and  cheat  in  a  dependent  position — angle  of 
for^-fire  d^Tces,  though  other  means  were  wed. 

A  esrefhl  stady  of  these  fkets,  gnided  by  the  propositions  hereto- 


iMjCoot^lc 


370  nnwuf  mdbiial  op  hxbicisx. 

fore  Ikid  down,  will,  it  is  baliered,  poiat  to  uid  jostiij  the  following 
ooBolnsiona : 

Fir$t — That  fVom  th«  sbock  of  the  Hcidant  to  the  patjeut,  nBtri- 
lion  in  hit  system  wu  vwcj  aeaxlj,  if  sot  wholly  uTreeted. 

Second — That  oxidation,  wute,  or  deatructiTe  metamorphosis,  if  re- 
action had  been  established,  was  largely  increased. 

What  are  called  ttimtUanU,  as  alcohol  aud  malt  liquors,  opium,  Ac, 
simply  serve  to  hold  this  waste  in  partial  cheek,  while  they  are  need. 
They  do  not  add  anything  to  the  enm  of  the  foiccs  of  life,  4bey  simply 
sopply  conditions  to  limit  molecular  transfonuations,  both  «f  nutrition 
and  oxidation,  but  more  notably  of  oxidation  or  destrucliTO  mctamor- 
]diosis.  Dr.  M.  does  not  say  anything  about  his  temperature  either 
habere,  during,  or  after  the  operation,  but  it  is  well  nigh  certain  that 
it  must  haye  been  several  degrees  above  natural,  at  the  time  the  chlo- 
roform was  given. 

With  nutrition  arrested,  and  the  waste  of  the  body  more  or  Ices 
increased,  as  would  have  t>een  shown  by  an  increase  of  temperatura, 
though  the  waste  was  probably  less  in  the  nerve  masses  than  elsewhere, 
as  would  have  been  shown  by  the  state  of  the  pupil,  and  the  absence 
of  mechanical  phenomena,  as  spasms,  and  convulsions,  the  coirelation 
of  the  waste,  was,  most  likely,  increased  boat,  which  always  indioates 
iaereased  waste  of  tissue. 

Third — That  the  chloroform,  did,  in  fact,  suspend  the  moleenlar 
transformations  in  the  nerve  masses  famiBhing  Uie  force  oi  dynamics 
for  the  working  of  the  heart  and  lungs. 

Though  it  may  never  be  vouchsafed  to  material  vision  to  watch 
with  the  naked  eye,  each  little  moleonle  or  particle  of  organic  matter, 
break  away  from  its  highest  state  of  organization,  combining  with  its 
beloved  oxygen,  forming  new  and  simple  compounds,  simultanconaly 
liberating  the  dynamics  or  ibrcas  of  organic  life ;  yet,  as  the  antecedent 
and  conseqiieut  are  definitely  known,  definite  eonceptions  of  the  mode 
or  modes  by  which  the  ends  are  aooomplished,  are  best  obtained  by 
studying  matter  and  foioe  in  more  elementary  stales.  OonclnsioDB 
arrived  at  iu  this  way,  have  probabilities  of  tmth,  and  if  they  explun 
and  harmonise  all  the  facts,  conditions  and  ciro&metancss  present,  must 
be  HO  accepted,    llental  vision,  kowever,  oan  alone  comprehend  (hem. 

Fowth — That  the  dimiinshed  motor  power  of  the  heart  and  lugs, 
owing  to  the  nearly  total  arrest  of  oxidation,  placed  ^e  circulation 
more  and  more  under  the  contool  of  (he  ordinary  force  of  gravitation 
than  it  was  before  the  chloroform  was  given,  and  as  a  oouseqaenoe, 
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blood  srriTed  at  and  departed  from  the  brain  and  nerve  mauea  mach 
more  slowly  and  imperfecllj,  with  leu  of  At  destmotiye  u  well  ae 
lift  giving  oxygen  than  was  tieoeseary  to  carry  on  destruotive  meta- 
moTphoBiB  to  fiirnieh  the  requuiite  foroe  for  their  functions.  Dtmin- 
ided  reepirotioD  supplied  lees  oxygen,  diminiahed  volume  of  oireula- 
tios  lees  blood,  than  was  needful  for  the  purposes  of  life. 

Fi/tk — That  by  depressing  the  head  and  oheet  of  the 'f)atient,  the 
blood,  obeying  the  law  of  gravity,  paeeed  to  the  brain  and  nerve  maweo, 
the  then  lowest  portions  of  the  body,  in  fuller  quantity^  and  with  the 
increased  volume  of  blood,  increaaed  quantity  of  destmetive  oxygen: 
the  conditions  being  supplied,  deebuotive  metunorphosia  was  resumed 
in  the  nerve  massee,  with  the  reanlt  of  liberating  more  foroe,  and  with 
iaereasing  force,  the  lunge  and  heart  slowly  resumed  their  funotioM. 
Dr.  Hobley  then  and  there  transmuted  ^«vity  into  organic  fi:>roe~-> 
gravity  disappearing — organic  foroe  reappearing — the  oorroUtJoii  of 
one  mode  of  force  into  another— with  the  result  of  aaving  his  patient's 
li&,  for  the  other  means  employed,  in  the  absence  of  the  cODVernon  of 
gravity  into  organio  force,  must  have  suiely  failed. 

This,  it  seems  to  me,  presents  an  uaderBtsudable,  and  to  my  men- 
tal vision,  a  mott  practical  explanation  of  the  phenomena  attendEag 
Br.  Hobley's  case  of  impending  death  ftom  the  inhalatioa  of  chloro- 
form, and  the  rescue  of  his  patient  by  the  depression  of  bis  head  and 
chest. 


ON  THE  INTERNAL  ADMINISTRATION  OF  ASTRINGENTS 
IN  HEMORRHAaE.*      

BV  DR.   J.   B.  TVEIST,   BICHMOND,   IND. 


Id  former  times,  when  the  parte  played  by  tuUtire  and  er<  in  the 
cure  of  disease  were  less  definitely  known  than  now,  theory  led  to  the 
Mbuoistration  of  many  and  various  drugs  in  oases  of  disease,  and  the 
pott  Aoc,  ergo  propter  hoc  mode  of  reaeoming,  so  common  among  phy- 
sicians, decided  upon  tholr  curative  or  Qon-oor^ve  inftuenoe,  while 
the  respect  that  attaches  to  the  diota  of  the  fatlkera  of  medicine,  lead, 
in  many  instances,  to  an  almost  unlveiaal  belief  in  the  remedial  aotion 
of  agents,  that  are  now  known  to  be  either  without  influence,  or  deci- 
dedly harmftil,  in  the  eooditiona  in  which  they  were  administered. 

•Bad  baSm  (b*  Wijh  Oaaiaj  lUUal  SoclMj,  AfHl  1,  ISW. 
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We  ntD  not  flatter  onnelTes  with  the  bolief  tlut  the  errors  of  tiaa 
kind  are  things  of  tk*  put  onlj',  for  it  ie  a  fact  that  can  not  be  qaea- 
ttoaed,  that  deepit«  the  floods  of  light  that  hare  been  thrown  upon  Um 
raal  nature  of  many  dieeasM,  and  the  Uierapentio  action  of  most  medi- 
Moee  daring  the  last  few  decades  hj  the  aid  of  pathology,  oheraistrj 
and  the  miorosoope,  manj  phymoiana,  at  the  present  time,  daily  admin- 
ister drogArith  iVill  fitith  and  eonfldence  in  their  medieal  action,  whose 
elaim  to  a  place  among  the  medieal  agents  applieable  to  the  oonditiox 
obeerred,  is  nnreal  and  nnanhstantial. 

Refleotions  of  this  kind  lately  passed  through  my  mind  while  witneei- 
ing  an  alarming  att«ek  of  pulmonary  hemorrhage,  and  seeking  to  decide 
npon  the  best  measures,  medieal  and  otherwise,  to  be  instituted  for  the 
wall  being  of  my  patient.  Withio  the  last  few  days,  a  eerious  case  *t 
ntsrine  hemorrhage,  of  which  I  hare  had  charge,  has  eerred  to  reoaO 
them;  therefore,  I  propose  to  briefly  present  some  of  the  conoluMOBe 
anrired  at  in  retaUon  to  the  value  in  these  oases  of  a  certain  olsM 
of  medioiaes  that  hare  been,  from  almost  "time  immemorial,"  mask 
relied  on  in  the  treatment  of  these  same  hemorrhages — p«lnM>nary  smI 
aterine:  I  refer  to  astringenta.  I  can  hardly  deem  it  necessary  to 
lefisr  to  anthorittes,  to  sustain  the  statement  that  astringents  are  musk 
relied  on  by  the  majority  of  the  profiesaion  in  t^  treatment  of  hemor- 
Aage  (V«m  the  lunge  and  ut«ms,  when  searcely  an  author  ia  known  t« 
me,  who,  when  detailing  the  treataient  to  be  practiced  in  these  mums, 
does  not  recommend  their  use  upon  the  ground  that  their  property  of 
astringency  will  exert,  if  not  a  curative  influenoe,  at  least  a  restrain- 
ing one  on  the  bleeding. 

In  presuming  to  question  the  truth  of  the  opinions  so  generally 
held,  in  relation  to  the  value  of  astringents  when  administered  inter- 
nally in  the  hemorrhages  referred  to,  I  do  not  for  a  moment  deny  that 
a  certain  remedial  value  may,  and  perhaps  often  does  attach  to  them 
Boder  soeh  ciroomstaDoes,  only  that  this  value  oomes  ftom  and  ia  de- 
pendent on  their  astringent  qnalities. 

To  sbOT  what  I  mean,  Prof  Harrison*  among  others,  hold,  in  leftr- 
eBoe  to  the  well  known  astringent,  acetate  of  lead,  that  "its  capa- 
bili^  of  arresting  uterine  hemorrhage  has  been  most  thoroughly  tasted 
hy  ID  enlarged  experience  of  the  entire  body  of  the  iffofeasion,"  and 
that  "iahemoptysisitsastringent  property  has  been  amply  displayed." 
Now,  while  it  is  admitted  that  this  "enlai^ed  experience"  may  ahow 
that  the  medicine,  acetate  of  lead,  does  sometimeB  exert  some  ouratiTe 
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aetioB  in  tlteiie  oiBes,  it  entirely  fsih  to  abow  that  it  does  so  in  cOMe- 
qnence  of  any  aatriDgent  quality  it  possMHB,  and  that  its  good  effacta  an 
■ot  entirely  owing  to  ita  aetion  as  a  Mdatire.  Tettbis  medioine,  as  well 
as  aliHD,  and  the  Tegetable  astringeiits,  tannin,  kino,  catechn,  rhatany, 
g^la,  &o.,  arc  adntinistered  daily  in  oases  of  hemorrhage,  under  the 
belief  that  they  will  do  good  in  oonseqnenoe  of  their  exerting  a  eon- 
•tringiDg  iaflvenoe  npou  the  capillary  blood  TeeBols,  and  the  power  they 
pooaesa  of  ooagulating  or  precipitating  albvmeD — effaota  ^ey  are  knows 
to  prodnoe  whea  externally  applied  to  bleeding  aor&oeB — that  tbMT 
aelion  is  the  same,  whether  need  as  external  or  internal  medicines. 

In  att  effort  to  show  that  the  asavnption  that  aetringents,  when  ad* 
niniatered  intoTually,  control  pulmonary  and  uterine  faenorrhage  1^ 
▼irtoe  of  their  astringency,  ia  an  entirely  gratuitoua  one,  it  beoOMt* 
Deeessary  to  exanune  the  theories  proposed,  aeoounting  for  this  anp- 
poaed  power,  and  see  if  they  are  trvthftil  or  fallacious  is  character. 

According  to  Dr.  Stille,*  the  manner  in  which  astringents  aot  ik 
eontrolling  hemorrbage,  "ie  not  regarded  in  the  same  light  by  all  who 
haTc  cKaminod  the  subject."  Sttme  fmppose  that  it  is  in  conaequonee 
of  their  power  to  ooagnlats  the  albums  <^  the  blood,  while  Dr. 
Headlandf  holds  that  they  "act  direotly  and  especially  on  mason* 
lar  fibre;  they  oftBM  ^is  to  ooBtnot,  whetiier  it  be  striped  and  toU 
untary,  or  of  Hut  iaToluntary  and  unatriped  kind."  According  to  tUs 
Timr,  "they  are  taken  into  the  blood  in  a  state  of  solution,"  tbtj  "pMS 
through  the  walls  of  the  capillaries  to  the  muscular  tissue,"  and  ''stim- 
alate  to  contraotioB  the  nnstriped  mnacular  fibres  existing  in  the  mid- 
dle eoat  of  the  arteries,  in  the  walls  of  the  Apillary  vessels,  in  the  lis* 
ing  of  the  duets  of  gUnds  generally,  in  the  snbatanoe  of  the  hearty 
and  in  the  ooals  of  the  stomach  and  intestines."  How  this  oontTM- 
tion  of  the  masmilar  fibre  is  brought  about,  is  not  very  well  explained. 
Dr.  Headlaad,  boTerer,  says  that  "it  seems  to  dspend  somehow  oa 
the  ehemical  power  just  mentioned,  for  astringents  appear  to  constring* 
fibrinous  as  well  as  albuminous  tissues  by  a  ehemioal  action."  The 
"chemical  power  reftrred  to,"  is  that  by  which  astringents  coagulate 
aad  prioipitate  an  albuminous  or  ibrinona  solution. 

The  slightest  examination  of  Che  first  theory,  that  astringents  wheft 
internally  administered,  control  hemorrhage  becavse  of  their  power  to 
coagulate  the  albumen  of  the  blood,  will  show  it  to  be  unworthy  of 
consideration.     If  it  is  claimed  that  when  so  adninistered,  they  have 
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tha  power  «f  ooagnUtJag  lb«  blood  within  the  TraMls,  bow  ie  it  Utat 
tbifl  offset  is  not  general?  Tlut  it  is  not  bo,  we  know,  bocaose  wen  it 
•0,  death  would  be  die  immediate  and  ineritable  reeult  And  wkat  i* 
tbe  wondeiful  intelligence  that  holds  in  abeyaaee  the  ohemieal  affinity, 
which  in  general,  oaoeee  the  ooagslatioD  and  preeipitatioD  of  albumen, 
where  this  nnbetanoe  and  astringents  are  brongkt  into  contact,  white  it 
is  being  passed  into  tbe  blood  from  the  stomach,  oonTejed  in  this  flud 
to  the  heart,  and  from  thenee,  in  ^e  one  case,  to  the  capillary  voMeU 
of  the  langs,  and  in  Ae  other,  to  the  vessels  «f  the  atcms,  until  At 
rerf  vessels  themMlTes  are  reached,  which  are  the  seat  of  tlie  hemorr- 
hage? Certainly  no  one  who  exercises  his  reason  can  conclnde  that 
in  this  way  aa^ingents  may  arrest  a  hemorrhage  of  the  kind  we  are 
aoBsidering.  The  ground  that  these  medioinee  increase  the  eeagnla- 
biiity  of  the  blood,  is  equally  anleoable.  Indeed,  there  aie  no  farta 
that  give  plaoHbility  to  the  assumption,  while  all  the  knowledge  that 
we  have  in  relation  to  their  direct  action  upon  tbe  blood,  is  inconaist- 
ent  with  Uiis  suppositioa.  ^"Hitscberlieh,  haviug  partially  immersed 
frogs  in  a  solution  of  tansio  aotd,  so  that  their  blood  became  impreg* 
Mted  with  it,  found  that  the  oireulating  fluid  grew  darker  in  ooIm, 
OMgnlated  more  slowly  than  usaal,  and  formed  an  imperfect  and  pastf 
clot."  This  experiment,  whbh  has  been  performed  by  others  with  a 
like  result,  positively  contradicts  the  theory  that  astringents  exercise 
any  influence  in  the  way  of  inereaaing  the  ooagulahilitj  of  the  living 
Uood. 

To  suppose  that  when  taken  into  the  blood  in  a  state  of  solution, 
they  pass  through  the  waifs  of  the  capillaries  to  the  musonlar  tissnea, 
and  stimulate  the  muscular  Itbres  to  contraetion,  is  to  believe  with  Mr. 
Headland,  t^t  as  they  form  peculiar  insoluble  compounds,  both  wiA 
slbnmen  and  fibrin,  it  is  "probably  by  virtue  of  their  aetioB  on  the 
lifter  that  they  are  ^e  to  cause  the  contraction  of  muscular  fibre, 
which  is  a  fibrinons  tissae,"  and  that  "the  contraction  thus  set  up 
ebenioally,  ia  continued  and  propagated  by  the  vital  force  of  the  mns- 
•!«."  While  this  view  may  serve  well  as  a  theory  to  explain  the 
supposed  action  of  astringent  medicines,  it  is  merely  an  assumption, 
it  not  even  being  proved  that  they  constringe  capillary  vessels,  or 
•ontract  muscular  fibres,  except  when  Utey  can  be  brought  into  direct 
eontaet  with  them.  This  view  requires,  f^nl — That  we  assume  the 
«n^ary  vessels  to  be  contracted  by  the  action  of  astringents.     iStc- 
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omJ — Tlut  Uiia  ie  owing  to  the  oOatTKction  of  mnsoiilar  fibres.  Third— 
Thftt  wbile  theae  Bvbatanoea  are  passing  throngli  the  blood  on  tkeir 
wmy  to  these  muscalai  fibres,  their  itatural  ohemical  tendenoiea  ue 
Bospended,  "being  constrained  by  TurioiiB  forees;"  and,  Fovrth — Ttut 
"  on  the  exit  by  seoreUon  ftrom  the  blood,  they  resume  their  original  m- 
tivity."  Can  we  yield  oar  sasent  to  n  doctrine  based  on  snch  eTideneeP 
Certainly  not  Although  it  is  true  that  when  astringenta  are  applied 
to  the  web  of  a  frog's  foot,  under  the  miotosoope,  the  capillary  vess^ 
are  seen  to  become  coostriaged,  and  the  mnscnUr  fibres  contracted,  it 
does  not  fiillow  that  they  ever  act  in  a  similar  manner  after  having 
been  reoeiTcd  into  the  blood.  Indeed,  if  we  correctly  nnderHtand 
their  modtu  operandi  when  locally  applied,  it  seems  impossible  to  oon- 
•hide  that  they  ever  osu  do  so,  for  it  seems  to  be  pretty  well  estab- 
lished that  the  phenomena  they  are  seen  to  produce  when  thus  used, 
are  the  result  of  the  strong  affinity  of  the  astringent  snbBtance  for 
water,  which  it  therefore  abstraot*  ftom  the  tissues  with  which  it  ia 
brought  into  oontsot,  the  constringent  effect  seen  being  actually  the 
result  of  a  partial  deucoatJon  of  the  part.  It  seems  legitimate  to  con- 
elude,  that  when  an  astringent  substance  is  taken  into  the  stomach  io 
a  ease  of  pulmonary  or  uterine  hemorrhage,  this  affnity  will  be  grati- 
fied long  before  the  medicine  reaches  the  pulmonary  or  uterine  capil- 
laries. 

If  an  appeal  is  made  to  clinical  experience  to  substantiate  On 
asBomption,  that  astringentB  do,  despite  these  theoretical  objections, 
control  these  hemorrhages  by  virtue  of  their  astoingenay,  no  positive 
and  niMqmTOCal  testimony  is  obtained.  If  it  is  maintained  that  there 
are  many  UttdieiiMS — quinine  for  instance — whose  precise  mode  of 
action  ia  onknown,  yet  whose  curatiye  influence  is  positively  estab- 
lished, the  truth  of  the  claim  will  be  unquestioned;  but  to  my  mind, 
the  same  kind  of  eridenee  has  never  been  presented  in  favor  of  this 
i«puted  curative  action  of  astringenta  as  has  been  in  the  case  of  qni- 
nine  and  some  other  medicines,  and  I  am  so  AiUy  convinced  that  care- 
ful observation  and  dispassionate  judgment  will  lead  to  the  oonviction 
that  a  negative  reault  will  fi>llow,  when  they  are  administered  inter- 
nally in  oases  of  pulmonary  and  ntmnne  hemorrhage,  in  so  far  as  snoh 
effect  must  depend  upon  their  aatringency,  I  am  willing  to  submit  the 
caae  without  f^her  argument,  rimply  stating  that  I  never  administer 
them,  in  the  kind  of  cases  I  have  been  oonridering,  in  the  hope  of 
obtaining  curative  results  ftom  this  power. 
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CASE  OF  APHASIA. 

BT  O.   W.   a.  KKIIPMB,  H.  D.,  HOKCU,  HID. 

On  Jwnur;  3d,  1869, 1  wu  o»lIed  to  see,  ia  couoltation  wi^  Dn. 
Jomp  kod  Keir,  Hr.  Thomu  Stanford,  reetding  near  New  Barlington, 
is  tliig  ooonty. 

Mr.  S.,  «t  tiie  time  of  hia  deftth,  wu  seTeaty-four  jt*n  old.  His 
life  had  been  dureoteriaed  b;  extreme  vigor  of  body  and  mind.  Vox 
HTeikl  jean  he  wu  k  member  of  oar  State  kgiaUtore,  and  at  viirioiu 
times  hu  held  minor  connty  oScee. 

Sari&g  the  latter  part  of  lut  December,  he  notioed  itutb  he  had 
some  trouble  aboat  taking  the  proper  length  of  Bt«pi  in  walking. 
Sometimea  he  would,  contrary  to  hia  will,  atep  too  fiu-,  and  at  other 
times  not  far  enough.  He  noticed  this  inegoUrity  and  apoke  of  it  to 
his  family,  but  nothing  eeriouB  was  anticipated,  nntit  Tuesday,  Deoem- 
ber  29tb,  when  he  sat  down  to  breakfast  and  oommenoed  saying  grace, 
but  kept  repeating  the  same  word  for  aome  little  time.  Finally,  hit 
wife  apoke  to  liim  and  asked  what  waa  the  matter.  He  replied,  nothing, 
and  exclaimed  "how  singolai,"  and  then  proceeded  to  eat  During  all 
this  day,  his  memory  of  words  would  &il  him,  and  he  found  much  dif- 
ficulty is  making  kaown'hiB  wants.  DeuriDg  a  younger  ion  to  start 
to  school,  he  said,  ,"Go  to— to— to— ,"  and  aeemad  psasled  that  he 
oould  not  finish  the  sentence.  Some  one  aud,  "Do  aohool,  father?" 
and  he  replied  yea.  On  Wednesday  moming,  ha-ring  aome  busineas  to 
transaot  with  a  neighbor,  he  attempted  to  write  a  note,  but  kept  wri' 
ting  the  same  word.  He  tried  for  half  an  honr,  but  was  oompelled  to 
give  it  up,  although  an  excellent  penman. 

At  this  period,  Di.  Jump  waa  a^led  to  see  him,  aud  found  his  con- 
dition as  follows:  No  pain  io  any  locality,  pulse  one  hundred,  fhll 
and  regular,  tongue  ftirred,  poptb  unchanged,  temperature  normal, 
appetite  good  as  usual,  no  paralysis  nor  eren  numbness.  Dr.  Juu^ 
pteaoribad  a  niMonrial  oathartio,  to  be  followed  with  oQ  or  a  aaliu 
oathartio  in  four  hours,  if  the  bowela  were  not  moved,  a  warm  pedi- 
luvium  with  mustard,  restricted  diet,  and  potaas.  iod.  in  five  grain 
doses  three  times  a  day.  Dr.  Kerr,  a  son-in-law,  who  lived  some  dis- 
taaoa,  came  on  Friday  and  remained  with  him  until  his  deadi. 

We  aaw  him,  in  consultation,  at  twelve  V.,  ob  Sauday,  Janmar;  3d. 
Hia  oonditioQ  was  similar  to  what  it  had  been  ainoe  Wednesday.     He 
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leeiiied  eheerfal  &nd  lively,  and  derirooB  of  eonTMBiDg,  but  forgot  so 
m&ny  words  th&t  it  was  impoflsible,  frequently,  to  nnderstaad  him. 
He  would  emile  at  his  inability  to  call  worde,  and  seemed  much  per- 
plexed. Pointing  to  Dr.  Eerr,  I  asked  him  if  he  knew  him.  He  re- 
plied yes.  What  is  his  name?  He  smiled  confusedly,  and  said,  "It's 
— oh — it's — oh — ."  I  named  over  Beveral  fictitious  names,  but  he 
would  reply  no.  I  then  said  Kerr.  He  replied,  "That  is  right."  I 
was  shown  some  of  his  writing,  in  which  he  attempted  his  own  uaiue 
as  follows:  "Thos.  Thorn.  Stans."  He  remained  in  about  the  same 
condition  until  January  4th,  at  ten  a.  m.,  when  be  was  seized  with  a 
conTuIsive  fit,  lasting  about  a  minute  and  a  half,  and  immediately  ex* 
pired.     No  pott-mortem  was  made. 


"PRIORITY  IN  THE  USE  OF  WEIGHT  EXTENSION." 


In  the  April  number  of  the  American  Journal  of  iKe  Medical  Sci- 
enceg,  Dr.  Edward  Hartshorue,  of  Philadelphia,  has  published  an  elab- 
orate and  interesting  paper  under  the  above  title,  from  which  we  ex- 
tract the  following: 

"SoiiiteileDdedrcuarcliMiinwhicliI  hare  been reccntlf  engagtd  fbraaothn 
pnrpoie,  haTc  brought  to  mj  notice  aii  inttrcBtiDg  effect  of  sFcond-haad  qaot^ 
tioD,  and  of  erroneous  ccmpilntioD,  in  the  Earapeun  hietorj  of  weight  siteasion, 
vrhicb  does  not  appear  to  hare  been  noticed  either  in  Edinburgh  or  London.  The 
(act  is,  that  the  flrst  Btiropeao  writer,  vat  qf  the  Cantmait  at  leati,  (italics  oars] 
who  dcBnitrij  speaksoftbls  mode  of  treating  fractured  tbigb,  and  glTes  an  UDinia- 
takabie  pieiai*  ef  tke  weight  and  Ha  aocaMorlM,  ii  John  Bail,  (/VwsqriM  0/  j9ur> 
fmf,  itb  edition,  Edinbargb,  1801 ;)  and  he  eTideatlj  does  so  witbont  tha  lUgfatMt 
idea  oT  snggeatlng  anjthing  nsw,  although  what  he  did  ptesent  was,  so  Gu  as  tha 
weight  is  concerned,  the  prodact  of  his  own  active  and  brilliant  Imagination." 

Now,  the  ChiruT^cvl  Oittrwatiw  and  Ocues  of  William  BromfieU, 
of  8L  George's  Hospital,  London,  appeared  in  1773.  In  the  second 
Tolome  of  this  valuable  work,  at  page  111,  we  find  the  author  extolli^ 
tbe  advantages  to  be  derived  &om  the  relaxation  oi  the  mueles  in  the 
reduction  of  fractures  and  their  treatment.    He  tlien  proceeds: 

"  I^alj,  infcsd,  I  Imtb  heard  that  tha  pnatiea  is  edited  bj  foaia  BDrgeona  of 
otlMr  hoapUals  in  Londeo;  oarertheliSi,  tUa  is  of  aa  lilUe  weight  almDit  as  mj 
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inatnetioiiB  were  m  long  lisM,  tor  erui  it  thii  tine,  the  kdruilafM  of  tfcl*  WV 
VB  not  safficleDtIf  clear  to  loma  of  the  profcMora  of  surgerj,  ai  ikarl  ipliDti  ukl 
ttrtUhtd  out  limbs  ar«,  bj  them,  tbonght  the  l>««t  method  of  pr»ctlc« ;  and  not  m 
hrgeieeight  hung  from  the  anile  jeint,  to  tttp  Uu  nuueltt  <if  Iht  Ihifk  exttnJtd,  wh» 
tbe  femnr  U  fractured,  it  not  evtrg  mhtrt  rxpledtd." 

We  hare  placed  in  italics,  aufficieat,  ve  think,  to  prove  that  Dr 
Hartehorne  is  himself  in  error  in  hia  commeQla  on  "the  interesting 
effect  of  second-hand  qnotation,  and  of  erroneons  compilation,  in  the 
European  history  of  weight  ^tension,"  and  it  is  evident  that  for  manj 
yearij  prior  to  the  publication  of  Mr.  Bromfield'a  worV,  the  practice 
which  this  surgeon  condemns,  of  hanging  large  weights  from  the  ankle 
joint  in  the  treatment  of  fractures  of  the  thigh,  had  been  adopted  ij 
the  British  surgeons. 

'  OPEBATION   FOR    IMPEBMEABLE    STRICTUBE    OF   THE 

URETHRA.  

BY  O.   H.    BUBK£,   H.   D.,  SULPHITB  SPaiNQS,   IND. 


(ODDDinnicettd  ij  tnt.  Bhckouta.  OinelnnMl.) 
Ma,  Editoe;  The  operation  performed  by  Dr.  Burke  is  worthy 
of  record,  not  only  on  account  of  its  success,  but  for  its  rariety.  The 
patient  waa  under  my  caie  for  a  few  weeks,  at  the  Samaritan  Hospital, 
and  I  was  unable  to  paas  the  amallest  eiied  instromeDt  to  the  bladder. 
In  one  instance,  the  patient  being  fully  under  the  influence  of  chloro- 
form, administered  by  my  &iend,  Dr.  Schenok,  of  Reading,  I  tried  wiUi 
bougies  and  lancetted  stllette,  for  more  than  an  hour,  but  without  suo- 
eesB.  I  then  proposed  an  operation  by  external  iuoisiou,  but  the  patient 
left  for  home  on  a  temporary  visit,  and  there  baoame  ao  mach  woiM 
that  he  availed  himself  of  the  services  of  Dr.  Bnike,  and  with  what 
meeeoB  the  report  will  show. 

The  only  cases  in  which  so  extenuve  an  operation  has  been  per* 
formed,  so  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  discover,  are  those  in  which  it 
WM  done  by  Edward  Moliu  in  165S,  and  by  Solisgen,  alao,  in  the 
Utter  part  of  the  seventeenth  eetttury.  Wieeman  assisted  in  ttie  first 
operation,  and  has  given  tlie  details  in  the  second  volume  of  his  Cki- 
ruryical  TWtiti'fM,  under  the  head  of  "The  III  Conaeqsenoes  of  Gmaot- 
rhma."  At  first,  an  incision  was  made  in  the  perineum,  but  as  with 
"probes  and  candles,"  tlie  oiethral  passage  oo«ld  not  be  foand,  at 
the  request  of  tbe  patient,  a  few  days  afterwards,  Molin  "slit  it  the 
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wliole  IfiBgtli  to  ^e  in«iflion  ia  perineo."  Tbe  patieiit  reoorered,  but 
K  orinarj  flstala  reauned  in  tbe  periDeam. 

For  tbe  BOtaoe  sf  Solmgen'a  cue,  ire  are  indsbted  to  Dr.  Arie^de 
Venenil,  who  published  in  the  Areh-  Oen.  de  Med.,  Puii,  September, 
1857,  nn  inteiesting  pftper  entitled  Abfa  SUtorigmt  ti  CriHqw  S» 
F  Vrethrotomie  MUeme  o»  Section  dm  RttrteUtemenU  de  dehon  tm 
dedanM,  avajU  CXVIIl Steek.  We  tf anelate  his  remtrks  on  the  earn  of 
Solingen:  "PUnqoe,  in  the  article  Oamotitd,  baring  quoted  a  aua- 
eeasful  ease  of  cauterisation,  adda :  ■  Van  der  Wiel  approres  this  method 
in  preference  to  that  adopted  by  Solingins  (Solingen)  in  the  case  of  a  sol- 
dier. Ai  tbe  Urethra,  according  to  his  report,  was  tati  of  camoBidee,  a 
sonde  crenel^,  which  allowed  tbe  urine  to  pus  was  used;  but  all  hia 
medications  were  of  no  STsil.  For  this  reason,  be  introduced  a  grooved 
staff  into  the  bladder,  on  which  he  incised  &e  whole  canal,  even  to  tbe 
glans,  and  then  destroyed  witb  eauBtie  all  of  tbe  caUosttus.  The  lips  of 
the  extMuive  wound  were  then  brought  together  and  retained  by  mMna 
of  the  hare-lip  suture.  The  opention  suooeeded  so  well,  that  tha 
patient  was  able  to  pass  bis  urine,  at  first  tbrongb  a  small  flexible  ca- 
theter, but  afterwards  a  plein  canal."-  It  is  stated  that  Solingen  had 
performed  a  similar  operation  with  succeas,  at  tbe  Livourae. 

Tbe  above  extract  is  quoted  by  Flanque  from  the  £i£{M> A.  dcifed,, 
torn  viii,  page  61,  ed.  in  8,  and  he  remarks  that  it  is  evident  that  ex- 
ternal uretfarobomy  was  performed  during  tbe  latter  part  of  tbe  seveU' 
teenth  century  in  several  eonntries  of  Europe. 

Dr.  VenMuil  refers  to  an  operation  reported  by  Van  Hoorne,  and 
which  was  performed  to  relieve  a  patient  afEscted  with  bypospadiaa,  the 
abnormal  orifioe  of  tbe  urethra  being  jnst  in  front  of  the  scrotum. 
Tbe  penis  wss  laid  open  &om  tbis  point  to  the  end  of  tbe  glani,  a 
leaden  canula  introdueed,  and  tbe  whole  wound  closed  with  suture. 
The  operation  was  BnoeeaHful. 

One  word  in  conclusion.  Although  tbe  operation  jost  quoted,  like 
tbat  reported  by  Di.  Burke,  terminated  so  fortnustely,  it  is  probable 
that  the  m^ority  of  practitioners  wonld,  in  siinilar  cases  of  Btricture, 
fSsel  dbposed  to  try,  first,  the  efiect  of  opening  tbe  membranous  por- 
tion of  the  uretbra,  relienng  the  retention  of  urine,  and  diverting  the 
ebannel  for  a  time,  in  order  to  give  the  indurated  portwn  of  tbe  urethra 
an  opportunity  of  becoming  softened  and  more  dilatablei  Mr.  Cock,  of 
Ony's  HospiUl,  Hr.  Simon,  of  St.  Thomas',  and  tfr.  Wormald,  of  St. 
Baftholomav'a,  Lendon,  and  otlwrs,  have  fttmisbed  as  with  much  evi- 
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dcDce  of  the  softtning  iaflnenoo  tkui  prodaocd  o*«i  fttriotarM,  vlun 
once  TcIieTed  of  the  irritation  passing  orer  tksm,  or  to  nee  the  lan- 
guage of  Hr.  Wonaald,  bj  giving  "the  dieeaeed  uiethn  a  holiday," 
iMedieai  Timn  and  GoMtte,  Deeember,  1866.)  We  ODD&ae,  that  had 
Ih.  Borke'a  patient  retaraed  to  the  oitj,  as  conteuplated,  that  waa  the 
•ourse  we  intended  to  psrsae,  and  &iling  in  thia,  qaoting  fVom  Wise- 
man, "to  ilUit  the  lohok  length  to  Ikt  indtuM  in periaeo."  Certain, it 
is,  however,  that  in  the  hands  of  no  snrgeon  comld  a  more  brilliant 
■eenlt  hare  been  obtained  than  has  been  achieved  by  Dr.  Butke. 
Yonre  truly, 
GiNouiHAii,  Atbil  14,  1869.  Oio.  C.  Blaokhah. 


"  Wm.  S.  He ,  age  thirty-six,  trareliag  agent  for  wholesale  boot 

and  shoe  honae,  Toledo,  Ohio,  waa  thrown  from  a  wild  horse,  at  ago  <^ 
nineteen  yoaia,  &Iling  on  his  book;  horse  striking  him  on  the  priTates; 
he  was  earned  home iBa£uu(ai^ condition;  parts swellod  enormously, 
and  were  very  painftd;  was  confined  to  house  for  five  weeks;  during 
the  tanu  suReied  serere  pain  in  urinatingj  two  years  after  was  riding 
a  colt,  and  was  Arown  on  to  the  horn  of  the  saddle,  causing  a  severe 
and  eiekening  pun ;  parte  swelled  up  again  and  it  was  difficult  and  pain- 
Ail  to  pass  his  urine;  was  eonSned  to  the  house  for  three  weeks,  under 
treatment;  siie  of  stnam  passing  from  penis  was  diminished  greatly; 
it  became  smaller  after  fint  accident  th^  it  was  in  good  health  before 
the  accident;  shortly  after  my  reoovery  from  seeond  aoeident,  was  com- 
pelled to  use  a  bougie  to  keep  urethra  dilated,  and  have  eontiaued  to 
make  use  of  an  imtmment  of  that  kind  tor  fifteen  years,  vp  to  preeeut 
time,  and  lately  have  suffered  severe  pain  in  introducing  one  into  urethra; 
on  December  16^,  1868, 1  rode  horse-back  twenty-nine  miles;  eufiered 
an  annsnal  amount  of  pain  during  the  trip,  and  continued  suffering 
pain  in  urethra  sud  parts  adjoining,  until  December  2Sd,  1868;  tried 
ten  times  to  dilate  tin  urethra  as  lunal,  but  fkiled  in  every  attempt; 
.being  fburteen  hours  without  passing  my  urine,  bladder  was  distended 
and  very  painfU,  and  in  that  condition  called  on  a. surgeon  in  Ander- 
son, Indiana;  he  ciJled  in  two  other  doctors  to  assist  him;  Iwaetiten 
put  under  the  influeaoe  of  chloroform  three  times,  and  they  as  often 
failed  in  intiodueing  the  imallest  instrument  into  the  bladder;  but  in 
their  efforts,  they  did  not  fail  in  making  a  passage  &am  urethra  into 
the  scrotum,  lo  which  pkoe  my  urine  escaped,  oaumng  me  to  suffer 
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extreme  pain;  it  became  enlarged  by  the  urine,  and  was  then  pnno- 
tored,  and  nrine  escaped  with  ooDaideiable  blood;  on  morning  of  23d 
December,  was  sent  to  Cineinnati,  requiring  tweWe  hours  to  make  the 
trip  by  railroad ;  urine  esoaping  by  scrotum,  by  beiag  aqneeied  out  bj 
my  hands." 

I  was  called  to  the  ease,  January  11th,  1869,  half-past  eleven,  p. 
M.,  two  days  after  his  return  from  Oincinnati;  I  fatind  him  suffering 
aztreme  pain  from  retentjoa  of  urine,  caused  by  stricture  of  nretlm; 
ke  was,  in  &ot,  mad  ^Ubi  pain ;  bUddcr  enormously  disUnded ;  tongna 
Mtated;  bowels  eonstipated;  fiever;  unimpaired  appetite;  I  was  in- 
formed that  flhloroform  had  no  effect  upon  the  parts  to  &eilit&te  the 
uslfoduotion  of  a  catheter  into  the  bladder ;  I  applied  extract  bella- 
dona  to  penb  and  perineum,  and  placed  him  in  tub  et  hot  water, 
patient  and  all  covered  by  a  quilt,  excepting  his  head;  kept  him  in 
that  condition  until  profuse  perspiration  ensued ;  patient  suffering  ex- 
treme pain  all  the  while ;  administered  four  grains  of  powdered  opitim ; 
before  taking  him  from  the  bath,  I  introdneed  a  small  cat^ter  down 
to  stricture,  and  made  gentie  pressure  upon  it  for  about  fire  minutes, 
and  had  him  taken  from  bath ;  and  on  withdrawing  the  catheter,  it  wu 
followed  by  urine  in  a  small  stream  about  the  sise  of  a  small  knitting 
needle;  witii  great  straining  by  the  patient,  bis  bladder  was  partly 
emptied.  He  offered  up  a  ferrent  prayer  for  his  safe  deliyery  from 
death,  got  into  bed  and  went  to  sleep  from  effect  of  anodynes. 

January  12ih,  8  A.  M. — Resting  easy;  ordered  extract  belladonna 
to  parts;  saline  cathartic  and  opium  to  quiet  him;  stated  bis  condi- 
tion; the  only  manner  of  relief;  the  danger  attending  the  operatitm 
and  the  resnlt,  and  to  conenlt  his  friends  oonoeming  it  and  bis  oos- 
dition. 

January  13&,  8  P.  M. — Galled  and  fonnd  him  in  same  condition 
as  before ;  same  means  resorted  to  for  his  relief  as  on  former  occasion. 

Jaauary  14^h,  9  F.  M, — Called  again,  and  found  him  in  same  con- 
dion  as  on  two  pTevions  occasions;  same  means  were  instituted  for  his 
relief;  be  made  np  bis  mind  to  be  operated  on,  and  consent  of  his 
relatives  and  friends. 

Jaimary  16th,  9  A.  M. — patieat  very  reetiess  during  the  nigbt,  and 
awoke  unrefreshed;  he  was  in  any  condition  but  &Torable  for  the 
smallest  operation  in  surgery  on  him;  pnlse  weak  and  frequent;  tongue 
heavily  coated  and  inclined  to  dryness;  great  thirst;  no  appetite; 
serrons  system  very  much  impaired ;  scrotum  enormowly  swollen,  indu- 
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teBtiole  drawn  up  on  pabic  bon«. 

He  vaa  prepared  at  for  lithotomy,  on  Uie  operating  table  j  after 
drinking  foor  onnoea  of  strong  egg-nog  with  grain  of  laori^ine,  be 
was  pnt  ander  inflnenoe  of  cblorofonn  and  brought  down  to  «dge  of 
the  table ;  I  seated  myeelf  on  a  low  etool,  aitd  oommenoed  my  inoision 
immediately  over  Ae  end  of  the  staff,  which  had  been  pfcrioDsly  in- 
trodnoed  into  the  urethra  until  it  eame  in  oontaot  wit&  the  Btrietue, 
(and  intrusted  to  an  aasiatant),  whieh  was  an  inch  and  one-fourth  from 
meatus  UTinarius ;  the  meeian  line  as  my  guide,  laid  the  urethra  open  an 
inch  and  a  half,  and  failed  in  passing  insta-oment  beyond  my  inBisbn; 
another  incinon  of  two  inohea,  down  to  urethra,  opening  two  uretbial 
abeoeBaOB,  one  on  each  side  of  urethra,  urethra  being  laid  open  for 
three  and  a  half  inches,  renewed  our  efforts  to  adrance  tlie  instrament, 
and  fkiled;  another  ineieion,  splitting  the  septum  scroti  to  depHi  of 
three  inches,  laying  open  urethra,  and  foiled  to  advance  the  staff;  next 
incision  was  made  trom  the  urethra  downwards,  backwards  and  out- 
wards, until  the  sound  and  sensation  to  operator  ohanged  from  that  ef 
cutting  a  green  pear  or  solcleather,  which  did  not  cease  until  tlte 
nretiira  was  laid  open  through  iU  membruious  portion;  tiie  change 
in  the  cutting  and  appearance  of  urethra,  gave  evidence  of  the  strie- 
ture  being  divided,  and  with  some  difficulty,  a  No.  eight  catheter  was 
introduced  into  the  bladder,  and  urine  eacaped  by  the  catheter  and 
around  it,  to  the  amount  of  a  qnart. 

Patient  recovered  from  influence  ef  chloroform,  without  any  unto- 
ward symptoms;  be  was  placed  in  bed  oa  his  right  side;  catheter 
secured  by  a  T  bandage;  a  Urge  dose  of  morphine  was  administered; 
sides  of  wound  brought  in  apposition,  with  cold  mucilage  of  elm  bail 
applied ;  urine  escaping  by  catheter  into  a  receptacle,  as  it  aeonmulated 
in  the  bladder;  he  lost  but  littie  blood  during  the  operation. 

Januarrf  16th,  7  P.  M. — Resting  very  well;  urine  escaping  by 
catheter,  drop  by  drop. 

January  27th,  8  A.  M. — Wound  looks  very  well  after  being  tiior- 
onghly  washed  with  castite  soap  suds;  tongue  coated;  pulse  weak  and 
frequent;  wound  was  dressed  with  elm  bark  mnoilage ;  nourishing  diet 
ordered;  drink  rain  water  and  elm  water. 

Janvary  17th,  4  P.  M. — Tongue  dry  and  coated ;  appears  weak  and 
prostrated;  grave  c.  c.  pills;  milk  punch  oecaaionally. 

Jamuvry  IStk,  8  A.  M. — Tongue  dry;  pulse  weak  and  irregnlai; 
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pain  in  bomla;  wound  looks  wril;  oontinued  dnui»g;  gavo  sol^ 
m*g.  Sbb.,  which  Tomitfid. 

Jamiart/  ISA,  S  P.  M. — PoIm  weak  aod  iTe(|neiit;  left  ^Mrauttic 
eord  and  testicU  swollen  and  palnM ;  appllod  tineton  iodioe,  and  gaTfl 
Budllta'a  powder;  w««nd  nppnrating. 

January  10tk,  8  A.  M. — Very  restleBs  during  night;  tongue  moist; 
pain  in  bowels  and  swollen;  pulse  regular  and  weak;  some  appatito; 
testicle  and  cord  not  so  painful;  some  pain  over  region  of  bladdet. 

January  19tk,  4  P.  M. — Bowels  mored  ftreely ;  considerable  griping ; 
erysipelas  over  pobes  and  left  teatiole ;  continued  treatment,  with  addi* 
tmiof  B  eh]orat«  potass,  gr.  iii,  sniph.  quinine  gr.  ii,  powd.  opiigr.  \,  H.; 
one  powder  every  four  hours.  K  tinot.  ferri,  ohlorid.  gtt.  z,  tmxj 
•iz  hours. 

Januarif  fOtk,  9  A.  JT.— Pulse  ninety;  wound  looks  well;  toagae 
ttoist  and  eoated ;  i^petite  not  good ;  erysipelas  extending  up  left  aide 
and  over  abdomen ;  urine  escaping  from  catheter  ft'eely;  absoeae  formed 
n  left  side  of  scrotum;  opened,  and  a  disohai^  of  a  dark  bloody 
BuMer  ensued. 

January  SitI,  S  A.  M. — Pulse  eighty-four;  tongoe  dryaud  coated; 
wound  discharging  healthy  looking  matter;  disohsrge  ironi  left  side  of 
•erotum  continuous ;  eryBipeUs  extending  orer  abdomen  and  up  right 
side ;  eontisued  treatment. 

Jamaary  SSd,  8  A.  M. — Pulse  ninety;  tongue  moist  and  brown 
coated  posteriorly;  bowels  moTed&eely;  wound  doing  well ;  discharge 
from  left  mde  of  scrotum  oontinnoos;  erysipelas  extending  up  right 
sUe;  continued  treatment. 

January  SSd,  8  A.  M. — Poise  serenty;  tongue  moist  posteriorly 
and  dry  tip;  erysipelas  extended  up  right  side  as  &r  as  floating  ribs, 
and  is  now  arrested;  wound  looks  well;  continued  treatment. 

Janvary  £^A,  8  A.  M. — Pulse  seventy;  tongue  moist;  rested  tol- 
erably well  during  night ;  appetite  pretty  good ;  some  pain  about  neck 
«f  bladder  and  spasm;  appears  as  if  the  catheter  is  rough:  urine  not 
running  freely  from  catheter;  pain  in  region  of  bladder,  and  awollea; 
eatheter  removed,  cleansed  and  returned  without  any  difficulty  or  pain : 
«na)t  holes  illed  with  alkaline  depowte;  first  time  the  iDstrument  has 
been  removed  since  it  was  introduced  day  of  operation,  it  being  eight 
days. 

Janvary  25ih,  8  A.  M. — Pulse  sixty-five:  tongue  iuolinod  to  dry- 
mm;  nriue  psaaing  by  catheter  free;  rested  well  daring  the  night; 


iM,Coo<^lc 


S84  WmUMMM  fODlHJU.  t0  KSBfOOn. 

appetite  good ;  Tomtd  looks  wvll ;  Bwettiag  orer  i^ra  cf  b^Met  nib- 
fliding;  oontinued  toektment. 

Ja»wuySetk,SA.M. — Bomb  mored  fVeelj  dariiig  niglA;  ««uid> 
enble  ^ping  and  pan  during  opentnn;  pohe  waij'tonii  i^petHi 
good ;  uiiciuTge  irom  left  tide  of  Mrotoa  oofitiBiiM ;  oCntinned  toMt- 
meot. 

JanuargSTthtSA.  M. — ^Beited  well  daring  night;  eontinned  trent- 
ment. 

Janiuary  98th,  8  A.  M. — BowoIb  mored  fteelj;  tongue  red,  moiat 
nndelean;  duehu^fVoBiabflceaBinioTotnniiTee;  contiuoed  treatmenL 

January  S9A,  8  A.  M. — Bested  finely  daring  nigkt;  eoulinaed 
fenntment. 

•Tonttory  S9i\,  S  P.  M. — DresRed  wound ;  eompUined  of  pain  aboot 
Bwk  of  Unddet;  remored^  eotketer,  oleaoHd  it  and  retomed  it  with- 
ost  any  diffonlty  or  pain;  appetite  good;  tongoe  ted  and  moist;  oon< 
tikoed  treatment. 

Janvary  SOth,  8  A.  Jf.— Bett»d  well  dnring  night;  feels  strong: 
appetite  good;  pnlse 'sixty-nine ;  tongne  clean  and  moist;  removed 
oatheter  nine  a.  h.;  replaeed  at  twelve  m.,  without  pain  or  diffioalty: 
eontinued  treatment 

Jaamary  SJtt,  8  A.  Jlf.~— Bested  well  daring  night;  tongne  must 
and  clean;  appetite  good;  wonnd  discha^iog  bnt  little;  abdomen 
swollen;  oathet^  removed  for  two  and  one-half  hoars;  retained  with 
ease;  oontinaed  treatment. 

F^truary  lit,  8  A.  M. — Tongne  red,  moist  and  clean;  pulse  six^- 
nine;  abdomen  swollen;  some  tympanitis;  wonnd  looks  well;  arise 
passing  freely  by  oatheter.     ft  torpendne  eunbion  every  foor  hours. 

February  8d,  8  A.  M. — Bested  well  daring  night;  tongne  m«ft, 
redness  disappeared;  bowels  not  so  distended ;  no  pain;  appeUtegood; 
oontinaed  treatment 

February  Sd,8  A.  M. — Rest«d  well  daring  night;  orino  paaset  by 
nrethra, irithont aid  of  catheter ;  tongne  moist;  appetite  good;  aMeto 
rit  ap;  oan  walk  acroBs  room  by  ueiBtance;  wound  about  healed. 

Ftbmary  ith,  8  A.  M. — Sittiog  op;  gaining  strength;  rests  well; 
walks  about  his  room;  passes  urine  by  nrethra,  and  draws  it  •eea* 
sionally  with  oatheter. 

He  was  discharged  from  constant  atteotion  on  Febroary  Qth,  wiA 
ioBtmotions  to  introduce  instrument  every  day,  allowing  it  to  remain 
for  two  or  three  honn,  with  other  injunetions  to  be  strictly  obeemd 
for  his  ultimate  recovery. 
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Ha  ia  bow  wxlUsg  aiboBi,  aUe  for  hMiBMai  Mid  mib  pan  hk  uriaa 
witliotit  pain  or  diffimilty,  in  a  atteam  near  tke  siM  of  No.  8  catheter; 
no  iodicatione  of  the  Bise  of  wethn  dimlnisliing ;  euSeriag  no  pain 
or  BBeaeinaia  of  the  parte,  or  ftktsg  aonree  of  luathra;  ooBtiftues  Bi|i 
«i  No.  8  iDBtnuBOBt  «Tai7  i»j;  ka  ia  BDJoying  good  baaltli  aitd  a  &lt 
proapeot  to  lire  to  a  godd  old  age. 


ON  FISSURES  OF  THE  ANUS,  AND  ULCEBS  AT  THE  LOWER 
EXTREMITY  OF  THE  RECTUM. 

BT    HOLMBfl  OOOTI,    I.    S.    0.    B., 


The  amount  of  pain  which  the  presence  of  fiesnreB  of  the  anus  or 
no&l]  alcera  at  the  lower  extremity  of  the  rectum  may  cause  to  the 

P.ticDt,  is  often  so  great  as  U>  excite  the  sorprise  even  of  the  Burgeon, 
may  mention  in  illustration,  the  case  of  a  lady  lately  ander  my  eare, 
who,  withoat  knowing  exAotly  the  oause,  assHred  me  that  she  had  be«|t 
for  the  last  eighteen  months,  worn  out  by  Buffering,  and  was  unfit  for 
the  perfoTmance  of  any  domestio  duty.  The  pain  was  not  con&ned  to 
the  dowcIb,  hut  extended  to  the  loina,  hips,  and  thighs.  During  the 
day  she  often  felt  as  if  "her  legs  would  give  under  her,"  and  at  night 
time,  the  restwas  disturbed  with  cramps.  More  than  all,  she  complained 
of  sudden  irritability  of  the  bladder  and  urethra,  rendering  the  desire 
at  once  to  expel  the  urine  almost  nncoDtrollable,  and  this  was  followed 
by  a  feeling  of  tcnsBmuB,  perhaps,  by  a  sliebt  escape  of  ftocal  matter, 
and  by  an  access  of  pain  in  the  region  of  uie  fiasure. 

These  paina  are  not  fanoii^il  or  exaggerated.  I  have  had  under  mj 
oaie  strong  and  otherwise  healthy  men,  and  delicate  women  in  all 
stations  of  life,  and  sooner  or  later,  with  them  all,  the  suffering  caused 
by  this  apparently  alight  affection,  is  such  as  to  render  them  prostrate 
and  willing  to  undergo  any  operation  for  relief. 

When  the  surgeon  examines  the  patient,  he  may  at  first  see  but 
little  to  attract  his  attention;  one  of  the  folds  of  integument  about 
&e  anus  seems  a  little  fuller  than  the  other ;  upon  closer  inspection, 
the  skin  will  be  found  red,  excoriated,  and  superfioially  ulcerated,  the 
parts,  however,  packed  together  so  as  to  constitute  a  "fissare."  It  has 
■one  of  the  appearance  of  a  "tuberculous"  ulcer,  and  possibly,  tha 
explanation  usually  given  by  the  putient  is  the  correct  one,  namely, 
that  it  came  on  by  the  act  of  straining  in  defseoation.  Such  patients 
are,  for  the  most  part,  inclined  to  constipation  of  the  bowels,  and  many, 
as  is  well  known,  show  great  neglect  in  matters  of  this  sort,  which  are 
all-important  to  health. 

It  is  fortanat«  fbr  the  patient,  that  in  these  oaset,  relief  may  be 
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•IbvAed  pmaptlj  aad  ooMpktaly,  All  th*t  is  noeiod,  i*  t«  tltraw  tlw 
Mrte  into  a  lUt*  of  rest,  when  the  pain  diMppe*rs  and  oicatrisatioK 
IS  BOOH  completed.  The  mere  stTetchiog  of  the  ulcerated  structure  by 
introdaotion  of  the  tnger,  or  of  the  Bmall  epecalum  into  the  aunR,  u 
•Aea  followed  by  immediate  alleriatien  of  all  the  aymptoms.  Indeed, 
ReeamMT  reooamttsda  this  method  of  treMlmOBt;  he  atoetehei  the  fif- 
Bure  ontil  he  lacerates  it,  and  thus,  perhapB,  a  state  of  the  most  per- 
fbet  rest — muBcnUr  aa  well  as  otherwise — is  temporarily  produced,  [t 
hu  foand  &TOr  with  some  of  oar  own  surgeons  (vide  Daigan,  Dublin 
Sonital  OattOe,  S«pt«mber  16th,  page  m,  1860.) 

I  fnfet  the  dinsion  of  the  flsanre  by  means  of  a  straight  knife 
iBfto^ooed  ^ong  the  finger.  The  lost  of  blood  is  trifling,  the  paia 
momentary,  and  the  relief  at  once  complete.  Indeed,  the  very  aspect 
•f  the  patient  is  changed  when  the  surgeon  re-visits  him. 

The  bowels  had  better  be  kept  quiet  by  opium  for  a  few  days,  and 
then  relieTsd  by  mild  apariento,  soak  as  SBlphur  and  aeona. ! 

N^laton  and  Trousseau  recommend  for  the  treatment  of  nisures  of 
the  anas,  enemata  of  ext.  krameiise,  gr.  75,  to  water,  ^iij.,  used  morn- 
ing and  evening,  and  retained  fifteen  to  twenty  minutes,  as  long  there 
is  pain  on  returning  the  injection.  When  the  pain  has  ceased,  they 
may  be  used  once  a  day  or  once  every  two  days.     It  is  also  useful  to 

n  locally  a  magma  of  bismuth,  one  part  to  three  of  glycerine. 
I  cases  where  patients  have  declined  the  usual  operations,  I  hare 
obtaiued  benefit  from  the  use  of  carbolic  acid. 

Some  extremely  interesting  cases,  illuBtrative  of  this  affection,  hare 
been  doBcribed  by  Mr.  Hilton,  surgeon  to  Guy's  Hospital  "On  Rest 
and  Pain."  Id  one  case,  an  anal  ulcer  produced  retention  of  urine 
and  Bymptoms  of  pregnancy.  The  patient,  a  young  lady,  aged  twen- 
ty-two, withdrew  n'Om  society,  and  passed  her  daya  lying  on  the  sofa. 
In  former  times  this  would  have  been  called  "hysteria.'  By  careful 
examination,  however,  the  seat  and  nature  of  the  disease  were  discor- 
ered,  and  complete  relief  given  by  the  usual  operation  (page,  291  op. 
oit.)  In  another  case,  an  anal  ulcer  was  accompanied  oy  pain  along 
the  sciatic  nerve,  over  the  left  hip  and  loin,  with  pain  in  the  right  leg, 
(op.  cit.,  page  932.)  Arterial  hsmorrhage  has  been  cured  by  division 
of  the  ulcer.  In  a  ease  under  my  care,  the  state  of  morbid  irritabili^ 
of  the  vagina,  now  called  vaginismus,  was  kept  up  by  a  similar  morbid 
conditJon,  and  was  also  relieved  by  the  division  of  tue  ulcer. 

These  remarks  do  not  apply  to  cases  of  extensive  ulceration  of  the 
nncona  membrane  of  the  rectum,  but  to  those  conditions  which  have 
been  well  arranged  under  three  heads.  Pint — The  oraok  or  fissure  of 
the  snua.  .Semntf— A  superficial  ulcer,  almost  invariably  oo-existent 
with  varicosity  of  the  veins  of  the  rectum.  Third — An  excavated 
ulcer  situated  between  the  external  aud  internal  sphincters. — Brititk 
Medical  Journal. 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  MEDICAL  SOCIETIES. 


PROCEBDINQS   OF   THE   UNION   MEDICAL   SOCIETY   OF 

KNIGHT3T0WN.  

Tli«  9oeietj  met  Meerding  to  adj<ntram«nt,  at  tb«  ofloe  of  Dr. 
Sparks,  in  Knigbistowii,  on  the  4tii  of  March,  1869,  at  one  p.  n. 

The  minalM  of  last  meeting  irere  read  and  approved. 

Dr.  WiboB  Hobbs,  of  Garbage,  was  ohosen  a  membar  of  the  Society. 

Dt.  RawliagB  asked  and  obtained  permission  to  introdnee  a  patieat 
before  the  Bomeij:  The  patient,  a  male,  mi.  nine,  American,  with  t 
history  and  appeuAnce  something  as  follows :  He  had  a  sore  hand 
abont  harvest  time  of  the  past  year,  vhich  he  thought  had  bean  pois- 
oned. The  doetor  was  ealled  to  see  bim  daring  the  aotnmn,  and  fonnd 
him  tailoring  under  what  he  supposed  to  be  an  attack  of  erysipelas  of 
the  lower  eztremitiee.  About  the  time  he  reoorered  ftom  this,  there 
appeared  a  swelliDg  on  the  right  side  of  the  neok,  which  soon  resulted 
in  an  abseess,  which  is  at  this  time  discharging  a  thin,  whitish,  pnni* 
lent  liquid.  The  aspect  of  tlie  patient  is  of  a  dusky  paleness,  and  the 
whole  scalp  has  been  and  is  yet  oonsiderably  <edematons.  Much  of 
tte  hair  has  fatten  off,  and  A»  patient  has  a  bloated  look. 

The  treatment  has  consisted  «f  Fongora's  cod  liver  oil,  two  tnbl*' 
•poonfals  a  day,  quinine,  iodide  of  iron,  iodide  of  poUss.  and  stillngia, 
whisky,  and  »  generous  diet.  * 

Dr.  Eolk»  said  there  was  yet  a  quantity  of  ftutd  contained  at  cer- 
tain points  near  the  old  absoesa,  and  he  would  make  openings  for  Its 
exit,  and  keep  tb«  o^nings  patulous.  He  approves  of  the  Doctor's 
treatment. 

Dr.  Sparks  thoi^ht  the  case  sorofnlous  in  its  character.  There  are 
tkree  artioles  of  materia  medioa  that  he  would  rely  on,  to-wit:  Pera- 
vian  bark,  inn,  anenio,  (Few.  sol.)  He  thinks  the  tinotnre  ot  dt« 
bark  much  better  than  the  salts.  He  would  wash  the  abscesses  with 
carbolic  acid. 

Begolar  tmeinese  being  in  ordw,  Dr.  Stuart  was  ealled  on  and  read 

an  essay  on  "What  will  Ibe  coming  doctor  give  his  patients?"     He 

spoke  of  the  great  latitude  there  is  now  in  the  choice  and  modes  of 

administration  of  remedies,  and  aiked  wkat,  ftom  tbis,  are  w«  to  expMt 
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of  tKe  eoBtiBg  doetor?  He  txaoed  oanoHly  the  history  of  the  BCMsee 
of  medicine  from  ita  inohontive  Btate  to  the  present;  how  it  grew  ander 
the  developing  ou«  of  inch  fathers  in  m«dieine  >■  Hippocrates,  Cel- 
ml,  AreteoB,  Qalen,  Paracelana,  and  others;  and  how  it  baa  Boffered 
u  the  interrab  in  the  handa  c^  eharlatMM,  qnaoke,  empirios  and  big- 
ots— men  superatitionB  aa  well  as  ignorant. 

He  apoke  of  the  eztravi^^ant  use  and  abnae  of  certain  remedies, 
smsh  as  opium,  Bvlphor,  mercnry,  and  tartar  emetic,  when  they  were 
Hot  introdveed,  oi  when  thau  lue  was  as  at  oertain  tines  rsTired. 
He  noted  the  hoiron  of  Aa  history  of  aorgery,  sseh  aa  cording  a  limb 
and  allowing  it  to  rot  off,  and  smearing  bleeding  lorfaeee  with  hot 
[utoh  and  searing  theai  with  hot  irons.  Evea  in  the  inBDlsst  days  of 
■Adicioes,  there  aie  extreme  Tasoilatiouc,  or  as  we  signiiiflantly  term 
then,  "fashions"  or  "rana,"  first  in  one  direetioa  and  then  In  tit» 
opposite.  We  hope  we  shall  have  a  knowledge  of  remedies  more  exaflt 
than  anything  we  possssB  to-day, 

Bennett  says,  "we  have  only  seven  drugs  of  positire  known  thera- 
pcotie  Talne."  "  That  there  are  eight  other  artioles  of  great  and  often 
signal  help  in  oorrectang  diseased  action,  but  they  ai«  often  &llible." 
"All  others  than  these  fifteen  are  only  palliatJTe."  Perhaps  onr  esti- 
Eutc  of  the  thcr^nutic  nJuc  of  all  artioles  of  ooi  materia  medica  is 
to  be  materially  changed.  Of  wine,  ale  and  liquors,  Paiton  eays,  hav- 
ing read  much  »b  the  subject  and  talked  with  eminent  physicians,  ha 
thinks  the  "  troth  of  Um  mattet  la,  that  sometimes  when  the  patient  is 
ata  low  tide  of  ritali^,  ha  may  tarn  ikt  tide  and  bonew  at  four  o'clock 
enmigh  of  five  o'oloek's  strength  to  enabk  him  to  reach  five  o'clock." 
"That  the  coming  doctor  wTll  give  his  patients  alooholio  mixtures  abont 
as  often  as  he  will  give  tiiem  landanom,  and  in  doses  of  about  the  same 
na^tnde,  reckoned  by  drc^." 

The  indicationa  are  ^^>g,  that  the  coming  doctor,  if  he  ^ve  mer- 
cury at  all,  will  f^ve  it  in  very  moderate  doses.  That  the  coming  doe- 
ter  will  be  m«h  better  acquainted  irith  the  fosodations  of  the  science, 
atatomy,  physiology  and  pathologioal  conditions,  ss  well  as  the  tbera- 
pentio  valne  of  remedial  agents.  That  he  will  labor  to  keep  the  peo- 
ple in  health  and  to  teaoh  them  to  "  oecapy  themselves  with  the  phys- 
ical welfare  of  the  race,  withent  which  no  other  welfare  is  possible." 

Dr.  Sparks  endorses  the  esw^  is  the  main.  Throa^  ignorance, 
we  misapply  our  remedies.  We  administeT  them  too  indiscriminatelji 
and  out't  tell  which  does  the  good  to  the  patient.  We  eombine  too 
many  in  oar  preseriptiou.    We  aboiUd  give  fewer  and  wateh  thaix 
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•■hata  man  olosety.  H«  tldnks  the  Mt^ogne  of  NUndHi  will  b« 
much  r«dw»d — tb%t  about  tmnty  an  all  we  mati.  He  h&s  fo«Bd  no 
eve  who  says  neronry  ia  net  a  gnat  eluunator,  and  tliat  is  all  he  ^ims 
fcrit. 

Dr.  Ma&vma  baa  bnt  Ittde  oooM^ioe  in  MadmiM,  aut  thi>ka 
tkat  ■wallowing  so  stanj  drags  is  a  Kistake. 

Dr.  Hobba  thinks  msdioinfl  needs  an  advooata  in  the  Society.  He 
bM  innoh  oonfldenoe  in  Hudiciiie.  We  should  nnderatand  it  is  not 
nn  ezaet  KMncfl.  A  a^nce  ia  »  ooUeolioB  ei  trntha  nel^odioall; 
arraagad  so  they  may  be  learaed.  An  exact  science  is  a  oolleotian  of 
pontive  trothfl  or  fketai.  The  soieoAe  of  uedieina  is  made  ap  of  eel- 
Uetsd  troths.  Physiology  is  made  np  of  mncfa  mon  positzrc  knowl> 
•dge.  The  aotaon  of  drugs  is  not  exact,  and  ia  not  attained  by  exact 
processes  or  figures.  IIub  is  beeatus  we  know  not  all  the  foroes  at 
work  in'ouBelree;  bnt  w«  kaew  mach  and  we  hare  a  right  to  lue  oar 
knowledge.  Hedidtte  haa  iU  i^  u^  honors — it  was  bought  with 
■ore  brains  and  claims  men  of  more  labor  and  honor  than  Sir  Isaac 
Mewton.  It  is  of  no  less  value,  though  it  be  not  a  positive  knowledge. 
The  coming  doctor  will  use  his  heel  judgment — this  we  do  not  use  cor- 

Dr.  Lewis  says  the  practice  Is  muwtii&ctory  because  we  don't  ub> 
testand  the  disease  or  the  drugs  we  administer.  Medicine  will  be 
mere  exact.  The  coming  doctor  will  be  so  well  acquainted  with  dn^s 
and  disease,  that  be  will  not  put  in  a  whole  ha&dfU  of  shot,  but  nm- 
pl  J  one  for  the  bird.  He  haa  used  bromide  of  potassium,  and  so  studied 
its  effects,  that  he  knows  iriien  to  a^y  it  and  what  to  expect.  If  the 
ncrvoTU  distorbance  is  central,  he  expeotn  good  eSeota,  but  if  periph- 
eral, he  expeatfl  littla  &om  its  use. 

Di.  Sparks  being  called  on,  reported  as  follows: 

On  the  l&th  of  SepUmber,  1866,  he  was  called  to  see  Hiss  B , 

a  good  looking  young  lady,  who  wu  insane  and  had  been  foe  two 
■Mtths,  and  was  kept  tied  to  the  floor.  She  would  have  a  few  hours 
irf  comparatJTe  quiet,  bnt  no  luoid  moments.  She  was  well  oared  Iot 
and  of  a  ftmily  well  to  do  in  the  world.  She  had  been  careless  of 
Wr  health— exposed  herself  a  good  deal — was  something  of  a  "  tom- 
boy." She  had  been  under  the  care  of  tbree  phyaioiuiB,  who  thought 
the  insanity  was  caused  by  Aa  death  of  her  father,  whioh  occurred  at 
Andersonrillc.  Therewasno&milypredisposttiontoiDsanity.  Found 
ttw  patient  ntttng  on  the  bed,  qwct,  untied,  with  wild  look.  She  had 
not  mcnatTBatad  for  four  nwntha,  pain  in  hypochondriM  r^on.  OoaU 
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lawn  Rothi^  tnm  tin  girl;  phs  gave  oalf  luniBaiMiiMl  anflimB  to  hto 
qoMtaoDB.     Tongue  ale*T,  bowela  regabr  and  eircnlation  natural. 

DtAQNOSis — HjBteria  conneoted  witli  geaital  orguis.  At  Snt 
thought  she  might  be  pregnant,  without  a  hint — asked  an  examinatim 
— -viade  it  per  vagmam.  found  the  ntcnu  nnunpregnated,  bnt  little 
above  th«  nataral  eiie,  os  patulens,  organ  too  low  in  the  pelria;  inti*- 
doced  a  small  bi-vaWe  Bpeenlnm;  all  around  the  ob  and  oervix  wu 
granulated ;  oerrix  a  dMk  purple  and  oongented ;  a  thick,  tough  nnuM 
pathognomonie  of  disease  of  ^e  oarity.  Searified  the  os  and  cerrix 
with  a  probe  oeated  wiA  nitrate  of  silrer;  oauteriied  the  oe,  oenix 
and  oavitj ;  (prepared  the  aanteriaing  probe  by  pulveriiing  the  argent, 
nit.  and  rolling  the  heated  probe  in  it);  ihtieed  (t)  well  the  partB 
with  warm  water;  pst  her  to  bed;  gare  no  medicine;  repeated  iha 
operation  onoe  a  week  for  two  Konths.  FataeDt  reoorered  her  mind 
and  oonfinned  in  health  for  two  yeare  or  more,  and  perhaps  till  now. 

Dr.  Hobbs  thinkB  the  treatment  rather  remwkabte;  that  so  m«ek 
eantery  ie  very  heroic.  Don't  know  whether  it  has  been  done  by  othen 
«r  not. 

Dr.  Stuart  said  he  had  n«ed  in  one  ease  repeatedly,  injectiaoB  at 
saturated  solution  of  nitrate  of  stiTer  into  the  oavity  of  the  nterai 
Air  menorrhagia,  and  it  hsTing  failed  to  ebeck  the  hemorrhage,  he  bad 
need  Honsel's  sol.  per.  enlph.  iron,  Ml  strength;  bnt  he  took  l^e  pn- 
eaation  to  dilate  well  the  ob  and  eerviz  wit))  sponge  t«nts.  The  injeo- 
tlons  must  be  raonrrent. 

Dr.  Lewis  tiiongbt  the  result  jnslifled  the  means.  That  l^e  retnl- 
flion  did  good,  (If  the  term  rerokion  might  be  applied  here.)  l%e 
w«mb  will  stand  almost  anything. 

Dr.  Sparks — No  author  hesitates  to  oanteriie  the  cavi^  when  ht 
thinks  it  necessary.  If  we  can't  onre  the  eayity  of  the  cerrix  without 
iqjections,  so  we  can't  Ae  cavity  of  the  ntems.  The  cerrix  should  be 
well  dilated  to  prevent  the  luid  passing  tfarongk  the  Fallopian  tubes. 
Agent  nit.  is  applicable  to  all  infiamed  snrfaces — of  the  womb  as  well 
as  the  conjunctiva. 

Dr.  McQavran  has  no  report.  StatM  he  baa  attended  five  or  six 
jooft-mortenu  since  he  came  to  the  plaee,  in  all  of  which  the  patholag- 
ieal  condition  has  been  opposite  t^  diagnosis.  Beporta  a  ^osf-morMn 
of  an  epileptie  patient  at  the  Sol&rB'  Home.  Patient  had  bees 
«flieted  five  or  six  years — mind  and  voice  had  failed.  The  examina- 
tion ehowedtbatthsleftpuietal  bonewasthiekened;  ealvarinm  rongh- 
M*d;  ^^aoehalf  tttesiseof  kisbaadwithMUdipIn;  dnra nrter  thiek- 
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enaduidaUaefaadto  themnalinoid;  knin  BUlnnJ;  alxnt  tfuree  •moM 
of  laid  in  &t  TMitrutlei.  PalMMt  kad  oMd  Htediciiia  mx  yean,  wliirt 
did  bim  no  gsod. 

Dr.  Hobba  tliinks  the  cbm  onlj  diofwa  tbe  nnoertunt;  of  onr  hi- 
enoe.  There  is  muob  tbat  is  eoqsotai&i — not  klvaja  oonfirmed  in  ib* 
ondnrer.  8peei&l  pntiiology  baa  Umnni  mneb  tigbt  on  dneued  con- 
ditions. We  sboold  be  diligest  in  tlte  a{^ioatii»  of  what  knowledge 
we  peeaesa,  and  w«  will  be  armed  u  never  men  were  before.  Tmt^ 
■till  invitee  ns  to  be  diligent  and  not  to  beeome  disoonraged.  We  mnit 
not  tMat  diaeaae  wholly  by  the  books,  bnt  nse  cgmson  aense.  l%e 
Boat  importftKt  means  againat  diseasa,  is  good,  Jutrd  cAnmon  taue. 

Br.  Iiewis  being  ealled  on,  reported  as  follows: 

On  the,  12th  of  Deoember,  1865,  half-past  eight  t.  u.,  he  riaited  a 
pfttiaBt— a  fem^e— «ad  foond  her  qniet  in  bed.  Pidaa,  skin,  and  g«n- 
etkl  eondition,  normal.  A.  oUld,  oewly  bora  apparently,  was  lying  ia 
the  lap  of  the  patient's  mother,  who  was  sitting  by  th«  fire.  Bhe  etetod 
that  the  child  had  heen  bora  abont  one-half  honr.  On  examination, 
he  fonnd  a  plaoe&ta  in  the  vagina  of  the  patient,  which  he  removed. 
The  general  oondition  of  the  gnnerativa  organs  of  the  patient,  was  that 
o£  a  newly  delivered  woman.  The  babe  was  a  male.  Left  the  patient 
oomfortable.  Qoestion :  How  sho«ld  a  phyuoian  testily  before  court 
uder  snflh  olronmstanees? 

Cau  U— On  Dao«nher  39th,  1867,  Mrs. was  fonnd  by  the 

JDootor  lying  on  the  bed  dead.  The  appearsnoe  of  the  body  was  natoral ; 
a  leather  strap  was  aronnd  her  nook,  some  two  feet  loi^,  with  the  re- 
mote end  out  smooth ;  her  age  was  thirty-six ;  she  was  married  and 
had  given  birtii  to  bar  fifth  child  f  she  was  of  melanohoHc  tempera- 
ment; several  of  her  aneestors  hnd  taken  themselves  off;  she  lived 
snhappily  with  her  husband,  and  her  hair  was  prematurely  grey, 
•he  had  probably  reasoned  coolly  and  well  on  the  matter  of  taking 
herself  off,  bnt  reached  wrong  conclusions.  The  Doctor  read  Ham- 
let's soUIoqny — the  inimitable  ezi»«esion  of  a  great  mind  contemplat- 
I^  self-destmction. 

Dr.  Hobbs,  ooneeming  Dr.  Lewia'  first  case,  wonld  testify  that  the 
woman  had  been  delivered  of  a  ehild,  bnt  conld  not  testily  that  the 
duld  in  the  woman's  lap  was  that  ehild.  He  oevld  ako  testify  fVom 
the  placenta  and  its  position,  whether  die  ahiM  was  viable. 

Dr.  Sparks — Might  a  plaoenta  be  placed  in  the  vagina  far  imposi- 
tum,  as  whne  the  qaestioB  of  pM^rty  is  ioTolved? 

Br.  Hobha  thinks  it  is  not  pessibla  ta  hare  the  vagfaia,  the  os,  aad 
external  parts,  in  Uie  oondition  in  which  they  were,  without  a  rant  birth. 


Dr.  BairiM  raported  two  omm  ot  f^mifamaa  pstuBts,  is  both  of 
whiob  tlie  head  of  the  ohiki  vaa  well  engtged  in  tha  ssperior  BtnH, 
but  all  progreBi  seflni  stayed.  To  one  he  gare  ergot,  ud  tba  ehild 
WM  qviokl  J  expelled.  The  oAta  he  treated  aiuilaily,  and  the  patient 
Tent  to  sleep.     The  Doetor  aaki  an  explanation  of  the  diMrepanoy. 

Dr.  HeQ«TTBn  reported  two  eaaea  of  retarded  labor,  whiofa  w«n 
■peedily  brought  to  a  tennination  b;  wum  bath. 

Dr.  Lewis  had  quit  the  me  of  e^ot,  bwt  gave  quinine  freelj,  ami 
if  there  be  irritabililily,  he  added  mtwphine.  He  has  onbonnded  «oa- 
fdenoe  in  quinine,  and  tkinka  it  aoW  on  the  sj^nal  nerrooi  oent«T8. 

Dr.  Hobbe  has  had  a  remarkable  experienoe  in  obstetoio  {Hvotia*. 
Daring  nineteen  yean,  with  a  rMMOnahla  share  of  obstetria  praotice, 
he  has  never  loit  a  single  ease  in  ehUd  bed  or  any  of  its  aocidsnte. 
He  usee  the  powder  or  a  decootion  of  ergot,  and  alwajs  prepares  it 
in  every  osae,  thro^h  fear  of  post  partem  hemorrhage,  bat  does  not 
ahrays  ose  it. 

Dr.  Sparks  ftars  hemorriiage,  and  gives  ergot  a  UtUe  before  Dm 
Uitfa  Of  the  child. 

Dr.  Hobbs  aiks  if  it  hf  tho  nmfHm  experienoe  of  those  present, 
if  the  labor  is  more  tedioos  when  the  cord  is  aroood  the  child's  asok; 
and  whether  labor  is  mere  tedions  when  tlie  child  is  "gununy."  All 
who  replied,  answered  in  the  affirmative. 

Dr.  Lewifr~WheB  the  liqnor  asnii  is  abundant,  the  child  is  not 
''gamtmj,"  and  vice  vena. 

Dr.  Hobbs  moved  that  an  abstraet  of  the  proceedings  of  this  meet- 
ing be  offered  to  the  IFeitem  Journal  for  pnblieatien. 

Dr.  Bawlins  seoonded  the  motion,  aad  it  was  carried. 

On  Botion,  the  Soeiety  a^J'onMd  to  meet  at  the  swme  place,  on 
th»  first  Thnisday  in  April,  at  one  o'elotk  F.  ■. 

J.  H.  Stdast,  Sa^ttarjf.  JoBR  Lnts,  I^etUeitt. 


BSAINAIW  HEDIOAL  SOCISTT. 


Parssant  t«  adjenniment,  the  Soeiety  met  in  the  offiee  of  Dr.  Kit- 
tinger,  in  Winamae,  Indiana,  April  7th,  1969. 

Hinntea  of  last  meetimg  read  and  aoeepted. 

Doctors  William  Perry,  of  North  Jndson,  A.  B.  lliompsoa,  Ke> 
VMia,  and  P..H.  Leavitt,  WiMmac,  were  admitted  to  membenhlp. 
rmn-n-.-i  Google 


The  third  Annul  elMtion  <rf  oS«en  vu  h«ld,  wfcish  teealtod  » 
feUew>: 

JVwwhuf— J.  W.  0.  bm«,  Poluki. 

SieralMy— I.  B.  WAnniBa,  Star  Ctt;. 

TrKUurer — J.  H.  Smrs,  Eewua. 

Ceiuort—¥.  B.  Tbohu,  Wiaamac,  P.  H.  Lxatir,  WinAnuc,  R.  W.  Jaoewh, 

The  following  were  selected  u  delegates  to  the  State  Medical  As- 
Bociation :  J.  H.  Smith,  L.  D.  Glacebrook,  Wm.  Eelsey,  J.  B.  Hoag, 
and  W.  S.  Cleland. 

Dr.  Hoag  reported  a  case  of  ahaceBB  of  the  Inng,  Bapposed  to  hare 
been  canBod  by  Bwallowing  a  pin. 

Doctors  F.  B.  Thomas  and  A.  K.  Tfaompaon,  reported  cases  of  eon- 
tinned  fever,  which  assumed  a  typhoid  condition  and  resulting  very 
fatally,  five  of  seven  patients  having  died  of  hemorrhage  of  the  bowels. 

The  etiology,  semeiology,  pathology  and  treatment,  were  dlsciiBBed 
at  length  by  Doctors  Thomas,  Hoag,  Smith,  Katon,  Washburn,  Thomp- 
son and  Reddiok. 

Brainard  Medical  Society  was  organiied  two  years  ago.  It  now 
nnmbers  twentj/-ieven  memberB,  who  are  located  in  Pulaski,  Starke, 
Fulton  and  Caes  conntdea.  I.  B.  WABHBtJRN,  M.  D.,  &cTt:tary. 


ALLEN  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

t  FoET  Wathk,  Aran.  6,  18C9. 

Meeting  was  o«lled  to  order  by  President,  Dr.  H.  P.  Ayers.  Mem- 
bers present,  Doetors  Ayers,  Sen.,  8.  C.  Aycn,  Thaoker,  Smith,  Oreg^, 
MeCollough,  ReBNithKl  and  Fittsimmona. 

Minutes  of  the  yreriooB  meeting  wei«  read  by  the  secretary,  ap- 
proved by  tka  Sosiwty  and  ordered  to  be  placed  on  reorord. 

A  oaae  of  ear«inoma  was  then  presented  to  the  Soeiety  for  exaai- 
isuttioD,  by  Dr.  Bialurt,  of  Koxnoko,  the  history  of  whieh,  as  given  by 
th»  Doetor,  was  aa  follows : 

Mr.  L—  is  ferty-Sva  years  af  age.  Eight  as  t«a  years  ago  a 
sauH  brnm  ^oi  was  aetisod  ia  the  akin  on  the  left  eheek,  whiefa 
attracted  but  tittle  attention,  however,  antil  about  two  years  shiM, 
when  it  wa«  obaarved  that  senethiig  Uke  a  wart  was  growing  out  of 
th0  brawn  afOk,  and  ww  attaMbd  bj  almp,  dnrting  pai».    Aotng 
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vpQii  the  nggestion  of  firievdB,  the  pUJent  bad  this  wut  "plseked  out 
b;  the  roots  at  the  dark  of  every  moon,"  thinking  thus  to  deetroy  it. 
The  reeulta,  hoveTer,  were  always  to  the  contrary,  each  flnceeaaive 
plucking  being  followed  hy  an  increase  in  the  siie  of  the  wart.  The 
patient  then  sought  the  aid  of  several  noted  eancer  doctors,  who  laT- 
ished  their  skill  upon  the  perHistent  little  wart  in  vain,  for  lostead  of 
yielding  to  their  treatment,  it  floarbhed  laxnrioiuly  under  the  stimolos 
of  their  caustics  and  other  irritaote,  which  converted  it,  however,  into 
kn  extensive  ulcerating  sore,  presenting  at  present,  rather  a  formidable 
appearance.  The  surface  of  the  ulcer  is  irregularly  elevated  above 
the  surrounding  surface  of  the  cheek ;  is  oval  in  sha.pe,  and  measures 
about  two  by  two  and  a  half  inches  j  the  upper  margin  of  the  ulcer 
approaches  to  withiu  about  three-quarters  of  an  inch  of  the  external 
angle  of  the  eye,  in  which  direction  it  is  rapidly  extending;  the  paro- 
tid, thyroid,  and  other  glands  in  the  vicinity,  are  enlarged,  which  has 
been  the  case,  however,  only  since  the  application  of  eausljcs,  and 
hence  it  is  thought  to  be  sympathetic  only. 

Upon  examination,  the  members  present  were  agreed  as  to  the 
malignancy  of  the  disease,  and  advised  excision  as  the  only  admissable 
treatment. 

Dr.  Thacker  expressed  the  opinion  that  attachment  to  the  perios- 
teum would  be  found,  but  thought  excision  the  only  means  of  sav- 
ing the  eye,  for  a  Ume,  and  at  least  retarding  the  advance  of  the  dis- 

Doctors  Ayers,  Sen.,  Gregg,  Rosenthal,  and  others,  thought  that  no 
attachment  bad  yet  been  formed. 

The  patient's  father  died  of  cancer  located  in  the  epigastric  region. 

Dr.  Thacker  presented  an  interesting  patholpgiMl  i^oimen,  being 
a  case  of  ectropium  of  the  liver,  in  a  male  fVetus  of  ahont  seven  months, 
found  by  workmen  on  the  railroad  bridge  over  t^  Sl  Mary's  river, 
near  the  city.  The  liver  was  considerably  enUi^ted,  and  [Hrotruded 
through  an  opening  in  the  ^jdomijul  walla  of  about  two  ud  a  half 
by  three  inches,  which  oorreaponded  to  the  «s«  of  the  livor.  This 
o^an  occupied  the  umbUioal  region  and  was  covered  by  the  peritoaeuia 
and  cuticle  only,  which  bad  been  ruptured,  presenting  md  appearaMe 
as  though  the  umbilioua  had  been  fbrcibly  torn  away,  the  umbilical 
vein  and  hypognstrie  arteries  being  tmeeable  ftotn  At  wnter  gf  An 
tumor. 

Upon  BOtiou  by  Dr.  BowaUtnt,  Dr.  C.  9.  Ayen  was  iMtmetsd  to 
proeure  co^  »f  photogi^  of  Senawrs,  shvw^  An  large  tamot 
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«B  the  ocoipnt,  (a  case  heretofore  before  the  Society,)  in  numberB  snf- 
ivient  b)  supply  the  membeia. 

Proposed  smendmeiitB  to  t)^e  constitation  were  then  called  for,  and 
being  rend,  were  adopted.     The  amendments  are  aa  falloirs: 

SeotioD  first  of  ortiole  fifth,  amended  to  read — 

"\aj  penon  becoming  an  active  membeT  of  this  Society,  Bball  be  required  to 
fllgn  the  conetitotton  aad  bj-lawe  thereof,  pay  an  annual  fee  of  one  dollar,  and 
aball  atlend  not  leu  than  four  regnlar  meetings  daring  the  year. 

Section  second  amended  to  read — 

"A  member  may  be  suapeaded  or  eipelled  by  a  tvo-third  vote  of  all  active 
membera,  charges  and  specifications  faaviog  been  preferred  one  month  prerlons  to 
Uie  time  of  trial. 

After  the  adoption  of  the  amendments,  the  members  present  paid 
the  annual  fee  of  one  dollar  to  the  secretary. 

The  following  delegates  to  the  State  and  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciations were  appointed:  State — Doctors  H.  P.  Ayers,  S.  G.  Ayers, 
Qregg,  Thaclcer  and  Rosenthal.    American — Dr.  H.  P.  Ayera. 

.  Dr.  Kosenthal  moved  that  the  proceedings  of  this  Society  be  pub- 
lished in  the  Wettem  Journal  of  Medicine.  Motion  was  carried,  and 
the  Society  adjourned  to  meet  the  first  Thursday  in  May. 

P.  Q.  Kelset,  Secretary. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


DBEMATOLOGY  IN  VIENNA.        ^ 

VncMHA,  Haboh  is,  1869. 
Hoverer  tnie  it  may  be  in  the  world  of  politics,  as  the  present 
Napoleon  would  assure  us,  when  he  introduces  hb  unole  in  Casar's 
gniae,  in  his  biography  of  the  latter ;  or,  howerer  true,  in  the  realm  of 
poeiy  and  the  fine  arts,  as  we  are  all  almost  forced  to  acknowledge, 
that  there  doei  oooaaionally  appear  on  tiie  stage  of  life,  a  genius  which, 
by  snperioT  endowment  from  birth,  is  able  to  disregard  or  neglect 
the  weary  labor  of  preparation,  moaldiag  or  creating  oironmstanoes 
to  its  will,  by  one  grand  stride  to  reach  anocess,  in  tiie  sphere  of 
nwdieine  Aere  is,  there  can  be  no  sneh  power.  The  master  minds 
of  Bnropa,  u  fct  m  we  bare  been  kUe  to  obaerre  them,  hftre  in  no 
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instance  preMoted  the  brilliant  Bointillations  of  anearthly  fires  u  is 
our  fancy  we  painted  them^  withoat  hitherto  ■  single  exception,  thejr 
hav«  been  none  other  than  simple  plodding  laborers  in  the  great  har- 
vest field;  and  althoagh  in  luiDy  instances,  a  qniclcneBs  of  concep- 
tion and  skill  in  diagnoais,  might  seem  to  the  nuinfotmed  a  qnalifioa- 
tion  of  almost  omniaoient  character,  yet  it  is  always  evident  to  the 
■tadeut,  that  this  knowledge  ia  only  the  result  and  the  reward  yielded 
to  the  rich  experience  in  positions  &tl&ined  by  unceasing  toil.  Prof. 
Hebra  offers  no  exception,  either  in  appearance  or  address.  lo  person, 
of  short,  solid  bnild,  hair  and  heavy  mastache  already  frosted  by  some 
fifty  odd,  face  fiill,  round,  rather  prominent  cold  gray  eye,  square,  de- 
termined chin,  duplicated  by  a  fold  beneath,  character  in  full  accord, 
sharp,  decisive,  and  perhaps  occasionally  a  little  stubborn,  certainly  « 
little  too  aevere  in  his  oriticiama  on  his  fellow  specialists.  His  clinio 
is  always  rendered  interesting,  aside  from  its  real  valne,  by  oooaaional 
sallies  of  wit,  with  which  he  spices  his  lectures  and  which  are  always 
terse  and  relishable.  Were  it  not  for  these,  when  he  chuckles  all  over 
vrith  a  jest  which  only  adds  to  the  general  effect,  and  which  forever 
preclndes  the  idea,  he  might  be  regarded,  and  we  mean  no  irreverenoe 
whatever,  as  a  typical  personification  of  a  little  fat  country  judge  ia 
the  dispensation  of  the  law,  duly  impressed  with  the  responsibilities 
of  his  position.  Hebra  is  a  man,  too,  who  has  not  plunged  so  pro- 
foundly into  the  recesses  of  science  as  to  have  become  Newton-like 
utterly  oblivious  to  corporeal  wants;  his  rotundity  alone  is  evidence 
enough  to  the  contrary;  his  jooandity,  too,  in  a  measure,  and  if  there 
should  still  linger  a  doubt,  it  will  be  dissipated  by  the  purchase  of  his 
tiok.et  of  admission,  which  is  nearly  triple  the  price  of  other  chairs, 
Still  it  is  cheap  enough  at  that,  about  twelve  dollars  currency  for  a 
three  months  course. 

The  leetores  are  all  delivered  in  the  ward,  a  half-doien  benches 
arranged  aroond  a  small  enclosed  aretia,  accommodating  the  thirty  or 
forty  Btndenta  in  attendance.  Male  patients  are  stripped  perfectly  nude 
and  required  to  stand  on  a  chair  or  table  in  the  center,  while  the  femal* 
are  permitted  to  preserve  a  portion  of  their  attiie.  On  the  wall,  at  the 
side,  hangs  a  ftill  length  portrait  of  the  professor,  painted  by  snbsorip- 
tion  from  his  students.  The  material  is  partly  out-door,  the  ambulft' 
torium,  partly  patients  in  the  houM,  and  as  yoa  may  well  imagine, 
eveiy  variety  and  form  of  cutaneous  disease  are  presented.  By  far,  the 
great  majority  are  scabies,  esaema,  pr«rig«  and  ^phiUs,  thongh,  at 
COArse,  tk*  vanetiefl  are  duly  ezUbittd.    Aa  yoa  an  awue,  his  oUau- 
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fleation  depends  neithet  on  the  appearsnee  of  the  disease  nor  the  phys- 
iology, BOT  the  effect  of  therapy,  bnt  on  the  anatomy.  This  is  the 
favorite  mode  of  oUssificatioa  now-a-days,  not  only  of  skin  diseases, 
bat  of  other  forms.  Tirchov'a  division  of  tamors  after  this  rule,  is 
DOW  ereryvhere  adopted,  and  Hebra's  of  outaneons  diseases  is  rapidly 
gaining  ground.  It  certainly  simplifies  the  matter  wonderfully,  for 
skin  diseases  have  long  ago  been  removed  &om  the  opprobria  they 
once  were.  Why  should  we  call  a  disease  wtiioh  is  to-day  papular, 
to-morrow  vesicular,  and  the  day  after  pustular,  each  time  by  a  differ- 
ent name,  observes  Hebra  time  and  again,  when  all  the  time  it  is  the 
same  disease?  A  scabies  is  now  one  or  the  other,  according  as  the  snr- 
fitce  is  soratebed.  In  almost  all  oases,  postoles  are  only  the  effcota  of 
Boratcbing,  and  consequently,  nearly  the  whole  file  of  pnstnlar  disease 
is  swept  away.  Scabies  presents  at  the  clinic  in  every  variety  of 
appearance,  among  the  fearfolly  degraded  poor  whioh  this  land  pro- 
dvoes.  In  all  cases,  the  treatment  is  the  so-called  "cure  salve."  Wo 
were  led  into  the  room  a  few  days  i^o,  to  witness  ite  applioation ;  a 
hsif-doien  men  and  boys,  perfectly  naked,  were  drawn  up  in  line,  and 
the  old  nurse,  a  regular  m^or  domo,  took  his  position  before  them, 
wHh  a  large  pot  of  the  semi-solid  salve  at  his  feet.  A  small  quantity 
was  presented  to  each  for  the  hands,  then  the  forearms,  arms,  abdo- 
men, lower  extremities,  Ac.,  and  finally,  for  the  back,  the  company  then 
faced  to  the  right,  standing  in  company  file,  when  each  officiated  for 
the  man  before.  It  was  a  singular  sight  and  ludicroos  in  the  extreme, 
each  man  of  a  dark  mahogany  color,  toiling  with  might  and  main,  for 
the  discipline  is  strict,  on  the  back  of  his  neighbor,  who  in  turn  labored 
npon  the  one  before.  Afler  the  fHction,  each  individual  is  laid  in  bod 
and  rolled  in  a  blanket  t¥om  bead  to  foot,  and  there  he  lies  for  two 
days.  He  is  then  inspected ;  should  he  not  require  another  applica- 
tion, he  is  now  rubbed  ofif  with  fine  olay.  Prof.  Hebra  insists  strongly 
tlutt  he  shall  not  baUie  for  four  or  five  days,  as  the  concomitant  eciema 
is  always  aggravated  thereby.  After  this  latter  Iriotion,  he  is  dismissed 
— «ured  of  his  scabies.  Should  th$  ectema  require  treatment,  he  is 
fomiahed  with  ot.  oadini,  a  preparation  of  ter,  whioh  he  is  instrooted 
to  use.  The  Professor  has  tried  all  the  nriona  plans  of  treatment, 
but  always  retsins  to  the  all-healing  eatve.  Ito  composition  is  tb«  fol- 
lowing:  SolphoT,  tar,  each  six  ounces;  soap,  fat,  eaeh  one  pound; 
ch^,  four  oonoes.  Of  oonrse,  in  private  practice,  other  fiaer  prepa- 
ntiona  am  un^yed.  fioaema  is  treatod  aoootdlng  to  its  form.  In 
a  moat  exqninte  case  in  ihe  aonte  form,  whioh  ooonnad  a  faw  days 
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ftgo,  wherein  the  entire  trunk  was  cohered  with  Tesicles  on  an  infiamed 
base,  pulverized  starch  was  applied,  and  in  four  or  five  days  the  cure 
was  complete.  IncmatatJons  ate  softened  and  removed  b;  the  appli- 
cation of  cloths  saturated  in  cod  liver  oil;  when  either  the  oil  is  con- 
IJDued,  or  preparations  of  tar  united  with  it,  or  alone  maintained,  or 
is  obstinate  forms,  caontchonc  glove  or  stocking  is  worn. 

Pmrigo,  he  pronounces  an  incurable  disease.  The  iutcnse  it«biDg 
may  always  be  mitigated,  and  the  papules  may  even  disappear  for  a 
time,  but  they  always  inevitably  and  anezceptionally  return.  The 
beat  treatment  of  obstinate  cases  is,  maceration  by  fourteen  day  baths, 
application' of  the  so-called  smear  soap  and  fdtty  inunctions.  Some- 
times tar  is  of  decided  efficacy.  Pmrigo  is  a  disease  of  the  bomy 
tissue,  like  ichthyosis  and  iiobeu  pilaris.  In  children,  it  is  best 
treated  by  warm  batbs  of  an  hour's  duration,  and  sabsequently,  appli- 
cation of  spiritna  alkalinus.  Sypbilia  in  all  its  forms  and  ravages,  is  a 
daily  visitor.  The  treatment  is  the  mercurial  inunction  generally,  com- 
mencing with  the  forearms  for  one  day,  the  arms  for  another,  and  so 
on  over  the  body,  to  avoid  eczema,  until  its  effects  are  obtained.  As 
to  whether  a  soft  chancre  may  produce  general  contagion,  the  question 
is,  still,  after  manifold  eiperiment,  gub  jvdiee.  The  mercurial  treat- 
ment is  only  employed  for  existent  symptoms. 

To  attempt  even  a  synopsis  of  therapeutics,  would  be  a  task  as 
naeless  as  endless,  for  Hebra's  work,  the  first  volume,  has  been  already 
^translated  into  English,  is  within  your  possession.  Had  we  time 
and  permission,  we  would  gladly  translate  the  condensed  work  of  Dr. 
Neumann,  Dooent  of  this  department,  which  contains  everything  that 
the  general  practitioner  requires. 

The  baths  of  the  Hospital  ate  conducted  on  a  scale  which  merits 
notice.  A  long  row  of  chambers  on  the  ground  floor  are  divided  into 
small  apartments,  containing  the  requisites  of  baths,  simple,  medicated, 
steam,  douche,  Ac,  mth  erery  facility  for  use,  the  great  peculiar  feature 
is  the  treatment  by  continual  baths.  In  cases  of  extreme  burns,  and 
in  cases  of  many  forms  of  disease  irhioh  have  obstinately  resisted  all 
treatment,  resort  is  had  to  the  eontinnal  bath.  A  rope  bed  is  stretoked 
along  the  center  of  a  long  tab,  and  arranged  by  pulleys  so  that  it  can 
be  elevated  or  lowered  at  pleasure,  and  the  patient,  naked,  of  course, 
with  the  head  on  a  pillow  above  the  snrfaee,  passes  a  portion  of  his 
lift  under  water.  Day  and  night  he  remains  in  his  watery  couch,  eata 
thwe,  amuses  himself  there,  sleeps  there,  Mid  is  only  elevated  for  iito 
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insertion  of  a  veSBel  under  him  to  receive  diBcharges.  It  has  proved 
of  the  moBt  decided  effiaacy  in  barns,  relieving  the  iDtense  pain,  spa- 
ring the  agony  of  the  change  of  dressings,  and  materially  abbreviating 
the  core.  It  has  been  found,  however,  that  in  very  extensive  barns, 
&«  mortality  is  undiminished.  A  few  weeks  ago  a  case  of  universal 
psoriasia  was  exhibited,  whose  history  was  nine  months  of  aqnatic  life. 
The  mrface,  before  the  bath,  was  so  stiff  that  the  slightest  motion  was 
attended  with  extreme  pain.  At  one  time,  during  the  long  treatment, 
at  the  solicitatJOD  of  the  patient,  who  was  weary  of  the  monotony,  he 
was  removed  and  the  body  was  enveloped  in  cod  liver  oil,  bat  the  dis- 
ease returning  in  all  iU)  former  violence,  soon  induced  him  to  petition 
a  return  to  the  bath,  which  was  granted.     He  is  now  nearly  well. 

Our  old  friend,  carbolic  acid,  plays  quite  an  important  part  in  der- 
matology. It  is  used  in  many  cases  where  the  disease  depends  on 
parasitic  formation,  e.  g.,  herpes  tonsurans,  pityriasis  veraioolor,  favos, 
&c.,  and  has  been  found  of  pecaliar  ef&caoy  in  hastening  the  absorp- 
tion of  the  indurated  bases  of  ulcers,  chancres,  &o.  It  is  generally 
applied  in  solution  with  glycerine  or  alcohol,  to  indurations;  pure 
petroleum  is  the  application  to  pediculi  capitis,  veatimentorum,  or 
pubis,  equally  efficacious  and  far  less  dangerous  than  mercury.  Even 
these  foul  cases  of  plica  polonica,  where  the  hair  is  matted  into  a 
mass  from  Uie  product  of  seborrhea,  pedieuli,  eciema  and  dirt,  from 
extraneous  sources,  until  a  cap  of  nearly  an  inch  thickness  is  formed, 
and  which  is  regarded  by  some  of  the  credulous  as  a  charm  against 
disease,  yield  readily  to  the  continued  application  of  coal  oil,  and  fre- 
quent ablutions,  wiUiont  even  catting  the  hair  of  women,  which  is,  in 
general,  for  no  disease,  seldom  or  ever  removed. 

The  rapidity  and  aoouraoy  of  diagnoses,  seem  at  first  bnt  little  less 
tiian  miraculous;  patient's  historira,  to  their  profound  amazement,  are 
revealed  to  them  irom  the  conunenoement  of  their  disease  to  their 
appearance  here.  1.  There  are  no  diseases  in  which  their  subjective 
aymptoms  are  so  little  needed.  .2.  Tery  seldom  is  a  question  neces- 
sary, or  when  desired,  it  seems  only  in  corroboration  of  a  previous 
statement  3.  The  type  of  the  afiection  ia  written  upon  the  body  in 
oharaoters  which  utterly  set  at  nought  any  equivocations  or  direct  false- 
hoods from  the  patients  themselves.  4.  Characters,  too,  which,  like 
t]te  hieroglyphics  of  arohoBologie  love,  have  been  and  are  being  deci- 
phered by  the  priests  in  the  temple  of  science,  and  their  discoveries 
likewise,  but  in  a  far  higher  and  nobler  maBoet  appropriated  to  tha 
UneSt  of  thMr  fellow  man.  WBOTAKZIt. 
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New  ToRK  CiTT,  Apkil  10,  1869. 
Dkab  Journal:  After  the  bnatle  and  excitement  of  tlie  past  win- 
ter at  the  Tarions  Bchoola,  male  and  female,  of  onr  city,  we  are  once 
more  enjoying  a  period  of  comparative  rest.  The  nameroiiB  lectures, 
clioics  and  operations  of  the  winter  coorse,  are  over,  and  the  diseect- 
ing  rooms  closed  for  six  months.  The  college  halls  present  a  deserted 
appearance  indeed,  after  having  been  so  crowded  for  the  past  half  year 
with  the  sereral  hundred  students  who  have  recently  been  among  ua. 
To  each  and  to  every  one  who  is  this  spring  commencing  the  real  Htmg- 
gle  of  life,  we  would  wish  a  hearty.  6od-Bpeed,  and  extend  the  right 
hand  of  fellowship.  Kay  bright  enccess  and  happiness  be  theire.  And 
yet,  we  never  attend  a  medical  commencement,  and  see  the  entfausias- 
tio  young  student,  with  beaming  eye  and  high  hope  upon  hia  brow, 
receiving  his  coveted  diploma,  without  a  feeling  of  sadness  croeping 
over  ns.  And  this,  because  we  can  not  help  looking  forward  into  the 
mysterious  future,  and  picturing  to  ourselves  how  many  of  these,  now 
BO  bright  and  buoyant,  will,  ere  many  years  have  flown,  fall  by  the 
wayside,  overcome  by  the  turmoil  and  strife,  and  be  trampled  and  for- 
gotten, long  ere  the  goal  of  their  ambition  is  attained.  Many  a  noble 
man  has  closed  bis  weary  eyes  in  death,  no  longer  able  to  leep  up  the 
struggle,  and  sunk  into  an  unknown  grave,  no  hero  on  the  pages  of 
the  world's  history,  but  none  the  less  a  martyr  to  the  glorious  science 
tbat  he  loved  so  well.  And  jet,  uotwithstaDding  the  hardships,  and 
the  difficulties,  and  the  disappointments,  that  so  often  await  those  of 
our  profession,  we  would  never  offer  a  single  word  of  discouragement 
to  any  who  have  entered  into  it  or  who  contemplate  its  adoption  ftoia 
proper  motives;  but  would  the  rather  say  to  them,  if  you  would  suc- 
ceed, be  enikusiast*  in  the  profession  of  your  choice.  None  is  nobler, 
none  more  Ood-like.  En.ihima»m,  as  in  all  other  things,  so  in  oar 
calling,  to  a  certain  degree,  is  the  soul  of  success.  Not  sentimental 
fiinaticism,  which  is  the  dream  of  success,  hut  a  living,  an  energetic 
enthusiasm,  which  is  the  realiaation  of  succesi.  Words,  like  men, 
often  lose  their  reputation,  from  evil  connection ;  eo,  by  associating  the 
word  enthusiast  with  the  teaching  of  the  false  and  sickly  doctrines  of 
the  day,  it  has  lost  caste.  Tet,  what  is  enthusiasm,  but  the  earnest 
life-devotion  to  an  end,  the  absorption  of  a  man's  being  in  some  idet 
and  purpose?  Until  the  mind  and  the  heart  have  become  interwoven 
with  the  purpose,  and  thus  separated  horn  all  ult«rior  objects  and 
influences,  no  great  end  has  ever  yet  been  truly  accomplished.  Listen) 
And  as  you  tread  the  memory  vaults  of  the  illustrioua  dead,  everj 
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nverbentuia  speaks  of  the  deftihleu  energy  and  paBsioiute  devotioa 
— a  life-long  enthuHiasm.  What  coald  be  more  grand  thao  our  life- 
Tork — to  lelieve  human  soffering  aod  to  prolong  baman  life?  It  is 
ours  to  soothe  the  brow  of  anguish;  onrs  to  drive  the  demon  pain 
away;  onis  to  raise  the  prostrate  sufferer ;  onrs,  relying  upon  a  Higher 
Power  I 

But  pardon  uB,  dear  Mr.  Editor,  we  meant  net  thus  to  wander,  but 
«uch  was  Uie  current  of  oui  tbooghte. 

The  spring  courses  of  lectures  are  now  quietly  progressing,  and 
the  younger  men  of  the  profession  have  onoe  more  an  opportunity 
of  ventilating  their  views  upon  the  various  branches  of  our  art. 
The  lectures,  for  the  most  part,  are  not  delivered  by  the  regular  pro- 
fessors, but  by  their  assiatanta,  or  by  thoae  who  have  been  fortunate 
«nough  to  secure  positions  as  summer  lecturers.  Many  of  the  regular 
professors,  however,  still  appear  at  the  clinios,  which  are  again  in  full 
and  active  operation ;  and  the  course  this  season  is  particularly  fine. 
We  never  lack  for  material  in  this  city.  The  following  is  the  pro- 
gramme for  each  day,  (the  clinics  being  held  at  the  three  medical  col- 
leges. New  York,  Bellevue  and  Charity  Hospitals,  and  at  the  New  Tork 
Eye,  and  Cosmopolitan  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary;) 

Mondoy — Two  surgical,  three  eye  and  ear,  one  venereal,  one  skin 
diseases,  one  obstetrical,  and  one  medical.  Tuetday — Three  surgical, 
three  medical,  two  eye  and  ear.  Wednetday — Two  medical,  and  one 
eye  and  ear.  Thurtdag — Two  surgical,  one  eye  and  ear,  one  medical, 
aai  one  obstetrioal.  Friday — Two  sn^ical,  one  eye  and  ear,  one 
medical,  one  skin  diseases,  one  obstetrical.  Saturday — Two  medical, 
one  eye  and  ear,  one  children's  diseases,  and  one  surgical. 

Amidst  such  a  variety,  it  would  seem  that  the  student  ought  to 
acquire  much  piaotioal  information,  and  bo  do  those  who  make  a  proper 
use  of  their  eyes  and  ears.  In  its  facilitiea  for  the  practical  study  of 
disease,  New  York  oity  ia  rapidly  distancing  all  competitors. 

Week  before  last,  the  mortality  of  this  city  amounted  to  four  hun- 
dred and  eighty-three,  of  this  number,  two  hundred  and  fifty-five  died 
in  tenement  houses,  one  hundred  and  two  in  public  institutions,  and 
oae  hundred  and  twenty-six  in  private  houses  and  hotels.  The  health 
9t  the  oity,  on  the  whole,  is  good.  The  excitement  in  relation  to  small- 
{toz  is  abating.  Great  vigilance,  however,  is  exercised  at  the  quaran- 
tine and  emigrant  landing,  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  this  fear- 
fal  disease  in  several  of  the  European  cities.  It  is  spreading  widely 
ia  UMitival,  and  is  still  on  the  increase  in  California    The  Medical 
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Oaxetle  uye :  "  The  California  Medical  OoMtU  snggestB  that  cavh^ic 
acid  shoald  have  a  thoroagh  trial  as  a  pTOtootiTe  against  small-pox. 
'Let  the  ait  of  the  room  in  which  the  small-poz  patient  is  lying,  be 
aatoTated  with  it;  let  a  solutioa  of  it  be  eprinkled  on  the  floors,  from 
which  the  carpets  should  be  taken  up;  let  large  woolen  cloths,  satu- 
rated with  it,  be  hang  about ;  let  some  of  it  be  put  in  every  olose  stool 
and  chamber  utensil,  to  that  all  the  excreta,  as  soon  as  passed  ftom  the 
patient,  may  be  modified  and  disinfected  by  it ;  let  the  sewers  and  cess- 
pools belonging  to  the  premises,  ba  floiided  with  even  a  weak  solution, 
for  one  one- thousand  Ui  or  even  one  fifteen -hand  reth  part  of  carbolic 
aMd,  will  prevent  the  decomposition,  fermentation,  and  putrefaction  of 
urine,  blood  and  ffecea  for  months,  while  one  ten -thousandth  has  been 
found  sufficient  by  Dr.  Letheby  to  keep  sewarage  sweet  or  nearly  deodor- 
ised. Let  erery  piece  of  clothing,  and  all  bedding  that  has  been  in  eon- 
tact  with  the  disease,  be  washed  in  it;  let  the  body  of  the  sick  person 
be  sponged  off  with  it;  let  all  attendants  wash  in  it,  or  sprinkle  their 
clothes  with  it;  and  let  it  be  sprinkled  about,  both  in  and  outside  the 
house.' " 

The  anniTeisary  exercises  of  tho  Women's  Hedioal  College  of  the 
New  York  Infirmary,  were  held  on  April  1st,  and  were  of  a  very  inter- 
esting nature.  A  large  and  fashionable  audience  was  present,  and 
evinced  much  interest  in  the  proceedings.  The  report  of  the  institu- 
tion was  read  by  Emily  Blaokwell.  "That  tho  infirmary  met  a  want, 
was  shown  by  the  readiness  with  which  both  patients  and  studenta 
resorted  to  it.  Its  value  as  a  charity,  is  proved  by  its  growth  from 
two  hundred  and  fifty,  the  record  of  its  first  year's  practice,  to  seveu 
thousand,  two  hundred,  the  number  of  its  last  year's  patients.  Its 
value  to  students  is  proved  by  looking  over  its  record,  and  seeing  how 
many  of  our  most  successful  and  women  physicians  have  been  con- 
nected with  it  as  physicians  and  students.  During  the  last  twelve 
years,  a  Buccession  of  young  women,  three  or  four  at  a  time,  have  come 
to  the  infirmary,  and  for  varying  periods  of  from  one  to  four  years, 
have  devoted  themselves  to  medical  work,  taking  care  of  the  patienta 
in  its  wards,  prescribing  for  them  in  the  dispensary  and  visiting  them 
in  their  own  houses.  More  than  seventy  thooaaud  patients  have  been 
attended  by  them,  hundreds  of  poor  families  look  to  them  for  aid,  and 
hundreds  of  children  are  growing  up  who  know  no  other  medical  oare. 
The  liberal  sentiment  of  the  city  has  given  our  students  advantages 
-which  they  can  not  obtain  elsewhere.  New  York  has  the  credit  of 
first  admitting  women  as  students  to  the  different  city  charities,  and 
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tiie  medical  profMslon  of  New  Yi>rk  hu  be«Q  the  first  to  give  snffl- 
eient  support  to  their  efforts  to  carry  ont  entirely  their  new  undertak' 
ing.  Those  engaged  in  this  nuttter,  will  long  remember  the  lead  New 
Tort  has  taken." 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Nnrsery  and  Cbild'e  Hospital,  the 
report  showed  that  there  were  admitted  daring  the  year,  from  Maroh 
lat,  186S,  to  Manh  1st,  1869,  three  hundred  and  ninety-nine  children ; 
bom  in  the  inatitntion,  sixty-seven;  remaining  at  the  present  time, 
two  handred  and  thirteen  children  and  one  hundred  and  two  adnlta. 
During  the  past  year,  there  have  been  under  treatment  one  thousand 
and  thirty  patiente,  exclusiTe  of  many  cases  of  slight  ailments  common 
to  infancy ;  of  these,  seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight  have  recovered, 
fif^-four  remalB  under  treatment,  and  one  hundred  and  seventy-eight 
have  died.  The  n^st  prevalent  diseases  have  been  those  of  the  respir- 
atory organs  and  of  the  alimentary  canal.  There  have  been  twelw 
cases  of  scarlet  fever,  and  eleven  of  diphtheria,  two  of  each  proving 
fiita),  and  considerable  whooping  cough,  but  no  measles. 

Just  88  we  are  endi^  &»  Tetter,  there  has  been  handed  to  us  a 
pamphlet  on  "The  Treatment  of  Paralysis  by  Electrisation,  with  an 
explanation  of  a  New  Galvanic  Apparatus,"  by  Dr.  A.  J>.  Rockwell, 
well  known  in  medical  circles  in  our  city,  but  neither  time  nor  space, 
nor  abili^,  as  we  have  net  yet  had  aa  opportunity  of  looking  over  it, 
allow  us  to  speak  of  ite  merits  in  this  oommunioation.  In  our  next, 
we  may  have  something  to  say  of  it.         Tours,  very  truly, 

Jahbb  B.  Bubnkt. 


OUR  POLL-TAX. 


SpKUfQiTKLD,  Ohio,  Habch  29,  1869. 

Mr  Dbab  £i>itob  :  Supposing  that  when  fourteen  jrears  of  age,  I 
quit  the  common  school,  having  education  enough  to  begin  "life  for 
myself,"  as  the  saying  goes.  Those  who  quit  with  me  go  to  learn  a 
trade,  or  stand  in  a  grocery,  or  "onto"  the  farm,  but  I  determine  to 
finish  my  education  and  be  a  doctor. 

In  the  first  place,  I  attend  a  high  school  or  academy  for  three 
years,  at  an  expense  of,  say  two  thousand  dollars.  I  then  go  to  col- 
lege for  four  yeaiB,  at  an  expense  of  four  thousand  dollars.  Then  I 
•tudy  medioine  during  the  three  requisite  years,  costing  with  lectures, 
ftboot  thir^-five  hundred  dollars.     Leaving  me  at  the  ten  year's  tui, 
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9M  wsema  iovkual  or  HZDicim. 

witb  k  diploua  and  a  ouli  deficit  of  nine  thonsutd,  five  faandied  dol- 
lars. 

Bad  I  usod  this  capital  apd  the  labor  and  care  of  my  ton  years,  in 
any  trade  or  bnsiness,  I  oonld  have  been  by  this  time  &  rich  man;  but 
here  I  am  at  last,  ready  for  practice. 

I  buy  booki,  instruments,  drugs,  a  horse,  hamees  and  bnggy,  build 
an  office,  and  have  my  shirts  washed,  at  an  expense  of  fifteen  hundred 
•dollars.  If  I  buy  the  practice  of  some  "old  man,"  I  pay  more  (than 
it  is  worth.)  I  pay  ten  dollars  for  a  phyeioian's  lioeoee.  I  hare  pri- 
vate means  which  bring  me  an  income  of  one  thousand  dollars.  I 
sit  in  my  office,  wear  oat  my  clothes,  my  patience,  and  the  first  year 
of  my  new  life  I  collect  two  hundred  dollars.  The  United  States  taxes 
are  five  per  cent,  on  that.  Five  per  o^t.  on  two  hundred  dollars  is 
ten  dollars.  Ten  dollars  tax  and  t«n  d«lkr8  for  license,  twenty  dol- 
lars.    Twenty  dallare  tax  <n  two  hundred  dollars  is  steep. 

That  is  the  government  tax  on  brains.  Does  it  pay  to  onltivate 
them?  Doe4  it  pay  a  /rte  government  to  ditcourage  the  culUvalian  ^ 
thtmf  Yours,  very  Imly,  H.  S.  F. 

P.  S. — I  WOTS  the  bloe,  aad  am  poobsblj  M  patriotic  as  ii  Um  Chairman  o( 
tbB  Commiiue  of  Vtjt  and  Meina  at  WasbinKton,  bat  I  feel  at  llbert;  to  gramblt 
at  tbis  impotitioD. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY. 


PROCEEDINGS  OP  THE  AMERICAN  PHARMACEDTICAL 
ASSOCIATION  AT  THE  SIXTEENTH  ANNNAL  MEET- 
ING, HELD  AT  PHILADELPHIA,  PENNSYLVANIA,  SEP- 
TEMBER, 1868;  ALSO,  THE  CONSTITUTION  AND  ROLL 
OF  MEMBERS.  

PhUtidilpUa:  liwillH»aSoB,PriDUn,MSlrcliStiM(,lS«a.    PkmSM;  p*«gr. 

This  is  a  handsome  volume,  and  much  larger  than  that  of  last  year, 
and  presents  ample  evidence  of  the  fact  that  the  Association  is  oom- 
|i0Md  of  earnest,  hard-working  and  learned  men,  who  care  more  tor 
the  disousaioD  of  Bcientifio  and  professional  qoestioas  than  of  trivid 
«ad  unimpcMTUnt  ethical  onea.    We  repeat  what  we  nod  when  aotieug 
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the  pTOoeedinga  last  year,  that  some  of  ooi  medical  Booietiee  wonid  be 
benefitted,  did  they  take  a  hint  from  the  manner  of  doing  businesa 
adopted  by  the  American  Pbannacentic&l  Asvociation. 

"The  renewal  of  prescriptions  without  authority  previously  obtained 
from  the  preBcriber — a  subject  that  has  vexed  some  of  our  eastern 
brethren  during  the  last  two  years — was  fally  discussed,  and  certain 
resolutions  in  relation  thereto  unanimously  adopted.  The  substance 
of  these  resolutions  is,  "that  the  Association  regards  the  pharmacist 
as  the  proper  custodian  and  owner  of  the  phyEician'a  prescription 
once  dispensed,"  and  that  "the  restriction  of  the  pharmacist  to  a  sin- 
gle dispensing  of  a  prescription  without  the  written  authority  of  the 
prescribing  physician  for  its  renewal,  is  neither  practicable  oor  within 
the  prorince  of  the  Association."  The  inducriminate  renewal  of  pro- 
scriptions, especially  when  int«nded  for  the  nse  of  others  than  those 
for  whom  they  were  prescribed,  is  regarded  as  neither  juet  to  the  phy- 
dcian  nor  to  the  patient,  "  and  .that  such  abuses  should  be  discouraged 
by  all  proper  means." 

Many  other  interesting  matters  are  contained  in  the  phonograi^ic. 
report  of  the  proceedings,  that  we  have  not  space  to  notice. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  progress  of  pharmacy  is  quite 
lengthy,  occupying  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  pages,  and  seems  to  be 
fiill  and  complete. 

In  that  portion  of  the  report  on  the  "Drug  Market"  devoted  to 
aecret  remedies,  it  is  maintained  that  some  kind  of  legislation  is  required 
for  public  protection  against  patent  and  proprietary  medicines.  The 
following  quotation  is  made  from  this  portion  of  the  report,  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  that  the  better  class  of  apothecaries  bold  correct 
views  on  this  subject,  and  will  co5perate  with  the  medical  profession 
in  devising  means  for  the  suppression  of  these  evils: 

"  The  market  list  of  secret  proptietarr  raedidncs  In  use  in  oot  country,  hx  ex- 
ceeds Id  number  of  uticlei,  that  of  the  list  of  offidnals  in  all  oni  materia  mcdica. 
It  is  ecnera)!;  conceded  tj  out  apothecaries,  that  abonl  one-half  of  all  their  sales, 
in  amonnt,  to  caatomers,  is  derived  firom  this  souce,  and  if  Itweceposaibletoobtaio 
rsliable  etstietica  of  the  per  capita  or  total  consumption  of  these  compounds  within 
the  Union,  the  American  people  would  awalce,  and  pat  in  ciiaina  a  traffic  tliat 
panders  to  man;  vices,  that  leldom  hesitates  at  anj  imposture,  and  as  a  rule,  con- 
aiders  the  deception  of  the  public  to  be  a  legitimate  business.  Hair  wasbee,  called 
dyes  or  resloratives,  are  eoid  in  immense  qnantitiea  as  pnrel;  vegetable  prepare 
ttoDB,  when  lead  and  other  deleteriosg  mineral!  miJie  the  sul»tuice  of  these.  Qnlel- 
i«g  sad  soothiiig  lyntpa  aia  recommended  and  largely  sold  as  humlesa  cordials 
er  at4atiT«  tat  iabnti)  which  are  composed  in  good  part  of  morphine,  opiates  oi 
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JOVSRAL  OF   KEDICINX. 

gthet  powerfal  ledatiTes,  whirh  should  dbtct  b«  sdminleMnd  without  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  parent  or  «ome  competeot  person.  The  child,  whoso  onlj  defense  con- 
•Uts  in  the  power  to  cr;,  for  nbom  resisUnce  ia  a.  necessity  for  protection  and  foe 
deTelopment,  is  drugged  to  alccp,  growth  is  retarded,  and  the  brain  and  nerroos 
Bjstem  permaaeotlj  iajnred,  because  of  the  ignorance  of  the  parrnl,  alike  of  the 
lews  of  health  and  of  the  doleterions  remed?  which  is  misrepresented  in  al!  I(J 
compoBeat  parts.  No  restriction  of  any  kind  is  imposed  npon  ignorant  qusckery, 
while  the  physician,  before  he  can  preecribe  or  practice  medicine,  must  be  edaoatad 
ud  pass  one  eiamination,  m  also  the  regnUt  apothecary,  in  most  of  the  SuUei, 
Is  obliged  ta  label  carefully,  aodet  stringent  laws,  all  siinilar  preparatiojis.  Ovt 
newspaper  press,  which  in  a  country  like  ours,  is  the  source  of  almost  all  tbe  polit- 
ical and  religious  education  of  the  country,  for  which  reason  it  should  know  and 
feel  Oie  vast  reaponsibility  of  its  power  for  good  or  for  evil,  to  a  considerable  extent, 
b  filled  with  adTertisemeDts  of  componnds  for  the  basest  purposes,  under  pretense 
of  removing  periodical  irr^;alarities,  a»  they  are  called;  and,  as  the  fashion  of  tbe 
day,  bitters  and  tonics  of  all  sorts  are  per^tently  adrertised  as  restorstires  for  all 
classes,  when  any  pharmacist  knows  they  are  made  to  Gil  the  place  of  the  diam 
shop,  which  is  no  longer  respectable ;  and  there  is  no  effectual  remedy  for  this  bat 
proper  legislative  enactmenls  forbidding  the  sale  of  secret  remedies  of  all  kinds." 

And,  as  should  h&Te  been  «dded,  all  proprietary  medicineB.  Otber 
remarks  eqnallj  as  pertiDent  are  eontstned  in  this  report,  as  veil  as  in 
the  "Beport  od  legislation  regnlatiog  Pharroaoy." 

A  nnntber  of  interesting  and  valuable  "special  reports  and  essajs" 
are  preseDted,  as  well  as  volunteer  reports.  Among  the  latter  ^  a 
valuable  one  on  carbolic  aold,  by  Dr.  Squibb. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Association  will  be  held  in  Chicago,  on 
the  first  Tuesday  of  September,  1S69. 

The  addresa  of  the  Fermanent  Secretary  is,  John  M.  Haisoh,  1607 
Bidge  Avenue,  Philadelphia.  J.  R.  W. 


SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OP  STATE 
CHARITIES  TO  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  THE  STATE  OF 
OHIO,  FOR  THE  YEAR  1868. 


The  Board  of  State  Charities  of  the  SUte  of  Ohio,  consists  of  fiv* 
persons,  who  are  required  by  tbe  act  providing  for  their  appointment, 
to  "investigate  the  whole  system  of  the  public  charitable  and  ooftm- 
taonal  institutions  of  the  Sute,  and  they  shall  roooismeBd  suoh  chingea 
and  additional  provisions  as  thej  may  deem  neoewary  for  their  eos- 
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nomioal  and  «ffioient  ndmiaiBtr&tion."  iD-thti  Kport,  tbe  Tftrione  Bta,i» 
inetitatioDB  are  noticecl,  and  generally  in  terms  of  commei)datioii. 
The  Secretary's  report  on  the  condition  of  connty  jails  and  infiTmarios, 
is  of  mnch  interest  and  demonstrates  the  necessity  existing  for  a  bosrd 
of  this  kind.  It  has  been  said  that  an  abuse  ezpoeed  is  half  corrected. 
That  there  is  mnch  to  expose  and  correct  in  these  institutions,  is  shorn 
by  this  report  wbicfa  makes  clear  the  fact,  that,  "in  the  midst  of  com- 
mnuities  noted  for  intelligence,  virtne  and  wealth,  cruelties  have  been 
practiced  which  would  have  diagraced  the  dark  ages,  and  htlttaan  beings 
who  have  been  simply  unfortunate,  have,  for  weary  months  and  years, 
been  cctffiaed  in  pens  so  filthy  and  wretched  ae  to  be  almost  beyond 
belief."  Let  aa  hope  that  these  abuses  will  soon  cease,  now  that  they 
are  exposed . 


AN  ADDRESS  ON  EDUCATION  PREPARATORY  TO  THE 
STUDY  OF  MEDICINE,  READ  BEFORE  THE  GEORGIA 
MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION,  AT  ITS  NINETEENTH  ANNI- 
VERSARY MEETING,  IN  AUGUSTA,  APRIL  8,  1868. 

BY  W.   H.  CHABTBBB,  H.   D.,  BSTIKINQ  PfiKSISSNT. 
Satuuh :  BtpsbUeu  Book  ud  Job  Ollla,  1U8. 

Dr.  Charters,  in  speaking  of  education  generally,  after  attempting 
to  show  that  the  present  systema  of  education  are  inadequate  to  the 
demands  of  a  civiliKation  in  all  other  respeote  so  greatly  advanced, 
proceeds  to  consider  the  subject,  "chiefly  in  its  relation  to  onr  own 
profession."  Dr.  C.  believes  that  the  most  importent  deficiency  in  the 
preparatory  education  of  young  men  desiring  to  enter  the  medical  pro- 
fsBsion,  lies  in  the  direction  of  natural  science.  To  remedy  this,  the 
prominent  place  should  be  given  to  seienoe  which  has  so  long  been 
oeeupied  by  classical  literature.  "Mathematics  being  tanght  along 
with,  and  as  an  adjunct  to,  the  natural  sciences;  the  olassios  being,  by 
no  means,  denied  the  (vi\  amount  of  attention  in  the  coarse  of  stody 
to  which  tbey  have  a  le^Umate  claim." 

No  one  will  doubt  the  correctness  of  the  position  held  in  this 
address,  that  a  preliminary  examination  should  be  instituted  in  every 
case,  in  order  to  determine  whether  the  wotUd-he  doctor  possesses  the 
it  of  knowledge  ueeessarj  in  order  to  begin  ^e  study  of  medt- 

B  inieUtgwitiy. 
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an~  msTtRit  JDiruuL  aw  VKDionn. 

OONSTITUTION  AND  BY-LAWS  OF  THE  HEDIOAL  80CI- 
BTT  OF  THE  CITY  OP  WHBELING  AND  COUNTY  OP 
OHIO,  INSTITUTED  OCTOBER  17,  1869. 

Th»UB«  1  W.  J.  Jsbiuon,  Book  ud  Job  Prlattr,  No.  H  Xomme  Stnst,  1M». 

The  coDstitutioD  prescribes  that  the  Society  shall  hold  moDthlj 
meetiDgB,  and  these,  we  are  sure,  will  be  Interesting  and  valuable  to 
the  membeie,  if  the  proviaiona  of  the  constitution  and  bj-laira  are  oar> 
ried  oat.     The  fea-bill  adopted  by  the  Society  is  also  presented. 

The  Society  malces  a  distinction  between  ministers,  and  very  prop- 
erly, we  think,  decides  not  to  dead-head  them  all  alike.  The  members 
will  attend  gratuitously,  "such  ministers  as  have  a  stated  charge  and 
are  dependent  on  their  salary  for  support,  but  in  no  case  will  they  do 
so  where  ministers  have  means  of  living  outside  of  their  profession,  or 
in  any  way  countenance  quackery."  J.  R.  W. 


THE  STRUCTURAL  LESIONS  OF  THE  SKIN— THEIR  PA- 
THOLOGY AND  TREATMENT— ILLUSTRATED. 

BT  HOWABD  r.  DAMON,  A.   H.  H.  D., 
miOTt Of  th« Ml— eh»8tt« Ktdtetl Soototj, rtc , rta.    PbtUddpUa :  J.B,  L[i>;iaeonaOo.,lNi. 

This  is  a  beautiful  volume  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-five  pages, 
priiit«d  is  large,  clear  type,  on  tinted  paper,  and  is  intended  as  a  brief 
exposition  of  a  large  and  important  class  of  cutaneous  diseases,  and 
aa  such,  it  wilt  undoubtedly  be  of  practical  advantage  to  the  student 
and  phyncian. 

According  to  Dr.  Damon,  "the  Btmotural  lesions  of  the  skin  con* 
tist  in  hypertrophy,  atrophy,  and  pathological  new  formations,"  and 
the  usual  form  in  which  these  alterations  are  produced  is,  first  .the 
nutrition  of  the  part  is  afieoted,  then  the  functions,  and  finally,  l&e 
structure.  In  the  first  class  are  placed  the  diseases  that  an  the  result 
of  "a  slight  excess  in  the  nutrition  of  the  skin,"  among  which  are 
oallositas,  or  oallus,  cutaneous  horns,  ichthyosis,  warta,  oondylomata, 
wons,  n»vi,  etc.  In  the  second,  those  depending  on  "a  defioienoy  in 
the  growth  or  a  part  or  ^e  whole  of  the  tusMS  of  this  membrane,"  aa 
linear  atrophy,  alopecia,  albinism,  leucopatbia,  etc.;  and  in  the  thisd, 
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ike  pKtlioIogicftl  Bew-faimatioiiB  observed  is  tlie  skin,  a^lopns,  sole- 
remia,  elephantiuia,  lipoma,  epithelioma,  etc. 

While  the  olaBaificatioa  may  be  "  in  acoordanoe  with  the  prevail' 
ing  ideas  in  cellaUr  pathology,"  we  are  not  Bore  that  it  ia  either  iha 
beat  or  the  most  natural. 

The  indiTtdoal  dieeaaes  are,  nsnally,  briefly  and  olearly  deecribed, 
and  the  treatment  recommended,  sueb  as  is  approved  by  the  beat 
authoridea. 

Thirty 'two  pagea  at  the  end  of  (he  book  are  devoted  to  "brief 
histories  of  hnman  homa,"  f^om  1599  to  1869.'  Uaoy  interesting 
cases  ar^eported. 

The  bibliography  of  akin  diaeaaea,  with  which  the  volume  cloaca, 
is  valuable  and  complete.  J.  B.  W. 


ADDRESS  BEFORE  THE  BOYLE  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCI- 
ETY OP  THE  STATE  OP  KENTUCKY,  AT  ITS  THIRD 
ANNIVERSARY  MEETING,  HELD. AT  DANVILLE,  KEN- 
TUCKY, JANUARY  6, 1869. 

Br  JOHN  D.   JACKSON,  M.  D. 
roblWudbjoidvoftlMBocIMr.    iMlnlll*:  BOItOo^  PrlLMn,lH»,    Tran  tb*  Mlbor. 

We  think  the  Boyle  County  Medical  Society  acted  wisely  in  order- 
ing this  addreaa  to  be  printed,  aa  it  ia  creditable  alike  to  ita  author 
and  the  Society.'  Dr.  Jackson,  addressing  the  members  of  the  Society, 
endeavora  to  answer  the  qnestions:  "Have  we  by  our  organization, 
advantaged  ourselves  beyond  what  would  have  been  were  we  nnorgan- 
iaed?  What  ia  our  preaeot  atatua  compared  with  our  past,  and  what 
are  onr  proapeota  for  the  fhtore?"  A  lively  picture  ia  painted  of  the 
condition  of  the  profession  in  a  locality  where  no  o^aniied  medical 
Booiety  is  in  exiatence,  which  aeema  to  show  in  ationg  contrast  the 
benefits  flowing  from  such  an  organization.  The  necessity  of  contin- 
aed  labor,  and  the  direction  in  which  this  labor  ia  most  needed,  in  order 
to  attttin  the  highest  excellence  in  onr  profeesion,  is  riiown  in  forcible 
aiiil  well  chosen  words. 

If  the  Society  is  imbued  by  the  spirit  that  animatea  the  anther  of 
thia  address,  it  will  oeitwnly  attain  to  the  highest  usefulneaa  poa^ble 
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T&KicLS. — (The  aubjoioed  is  an  extract  from  a  long  article  with 
the  above  title,  fonnd  in  Good  Wordt,  December,  1868.) 

Much  of  lute  years  has  been  done  in  what  may  be  called  the  geol- 
ogy of  language.  Philologiste  have  been  diligently  at  trork  with 
their  hammera,  splitting  open  dull  and  unpromiBing'looking  l^}cks  of 
words,  and  finding  many  cnrions  foseila  within  them,  that  tell  7  tale  of 
themselves  as  wonderful  ae  any  OoEOon  or  Oldhamia  of  the  Laurentian 
or  Devonian  formations.  In  some  of  the  most  familiar  terms  they 
have  found  a  mine  of  historical  interest,  bringing  down  to  ub  the  mem- 
ory of  some  obsolete  custom  or  long  forgotten  incident.  Among  the 
most  remarkable  of  the  words  derived  fi;om  ancient  langui^es,  and 
now  natnialiied  in  onr  English  tongae,  which  have  brought  with  them 
some  historical  association'  or  memorial,  is  the  subject  of  mr  paper. 
The  word  treacle  is  derived  from  the  Greek  word  Iherion,  which  meant, 
primarily,  a  wild  beast  of  apy  kind,  but  was  afterwards  more  especially 
applied  to  animals  which  had  a  venomous  bite.  By  many  Greek  wri- 
ters, the  term  was  used  to  denote  a  serpent  or  viper  specifically.  In 
this  sense,  it  is  employed  in  the  last  chapter  of  the  Acts  of  the  Apos- 
tles, where  we  are  told  that  "when  Panl  had  gathered  a  handle  of 
sticks  and  laid  them  on  the  fire,  there  came  a  viper  out  of  the  heat 
and  fastened  on  his  hand.  And  when  the  barbarians  saw  the  venom- 
ous beast  hang  on  his  hand,  they  said  among  themselves,  No  doubt 
this  man  is  a  murderer,  whom,  though  he  hath  escaped  the  sea,  yet 
vengeance  snffereth  not  to  live.  And  he  shook  off  the  beast  into  the 
fire  and  felt  no  harm."  The  Greek  word  translated  "beast"  in  the 
fourth  and  fifth  verses,  is  iherion;  and  though  the  word  rendered 
"viper"  in  the  preceding  verse  is  different,  being  echidna,  it  neverthe- 
less specialises  the  meaning  of  therion,  and  proves  that  it  refers  to  this 
species  of  serpent.  But  what  connection,  it  may  well  be  asked,  can 
there  be  between  a  viper  and  treacle?  How  came  such  a  sweet  sab- 
stance  to  have  such  a  poisonous  origin?  Here  comes  in  by  way  of 
explanation,  one  of  those  strange  superstitions  that  were  exceedingly 
oommon  in  ancient  times,  when  little  else  but  foolish  marvels  filled  the 
pages  of  natural  history.  It  was  a  popular  belief  in  those  days,  that 
the  bite  of  the  viper  could  only  he  cured  by  the  application  to  the 
woahd  of  a  piece  of  the  viper's  flesh,  or  a  decoction  called  viper'i  tuine, 
or  Venice  treacle,  made  by  boiling  the  flesh  in  some  fluid  or  other. 
Qalen,  the  celebrated  physician  of  Pergamos,  who  lived  in  the  second 
century,  describes  the  custom  as  very  prevalent  in  his  time.  At 
Aqnileia,  under  the  patronage  of  the  Emperor  Harcua  Aurelins,  he 
prepared  a  system  of  pharaiaey,  which  he  pnblisbed  and«r  tha  name 
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of  Theriaea,  in  alloBioD  to  this  sapentitioD.  Tke  u&hm  given  to  the 
eztnordinAry  aleotoar;  of  viper's-fleeb,  was  tkeriaki,  from  therioJi,  a 
viper.  By  the  usual  process  of  alteration  which  takes  place  ia  the 
course  of  a  few  generations  in  words  that  are  commonly  used,  theriaki 
became  theriac.  Then  it  was  transformed  into  a  diminutive  theriaek, 
afterwards  triacle,  in  which  form  it  was  used  by  Chaucer;  and  finally 
it  assumed  its  present  mode  of  Bpelling  ax  early  as  the  time  of  Hilton 
and  Waller.  It  chaoged  its  meaning  and  application  with  its  varions 
changes  of  form,  signifying  first  the  confection  of  the  viper's  flesh 
applied  to  the  wound  inflicted  by  the  viper's  sting;  then  any  antidote, 
wnatever  might  be  its  nature,  or  whatever  might  bo  the  origin  of  the 
evil  it  was  intended  to  cure.  Dr.  Johnson,  id  the  edition  of  his  dio- 
tiouary  published  in  1805,  defines  treacle  as  "a  medicine  made  up  of 
many  ingredients,"  and  quotes,  in  illustration  of  this  definition,  a  sen- 
tence from  Boyle :  "  The  physician  that  has  obEerved  the  medicinal 
virtues  of  treacle,  without  knowing  the  nature  of  the  sixty  odd  ingre- 
dients, may  cure  many  patients  with  it;"  and  another  from  Fleger: 
"Treacle- water  has  much  of  an  acid  in  it."  Afterwards,  medical  pre- 
scriptions came  to  be  prepared  in  some  vehicle  intended  to  cover  their 
nauseous  taste  or  disagreeable  look;  and  this  vehicle  was  generally 
some  kind  of  sweet  syrup  or  sugary  confection,  to  which  the  name  of 
treacle  was  applied.  When  the  viscous  stuff  known  aa  "molasses"  was 
imported  from  the  West  Indies,  it  formed  a  welcome  addition  to  the  old 
limited  list  of  vehicles  for  medicine:  The  tea-spoonful  of  honey  or 
jelly  used  to  take  the  taste  out  of  the  mouth,  could  not  always  be  pro- 
cured; but  here  was  a  cheap  and  efficient  substitute  that  could  be  had 
in  every  shop  in  the  country.  The  tears  and  groans  under  which 
many  a  household  formerly  suffered,  were  now  quieted ;  and  the  refrac- 
tory, unreasoning  child,  who  dreaded  the  remedy  more  than  the  dis- 
ease, was  made  to  look  kindly  on  those  formidable  medicines,  castor 
oil,  salts  and  senna,  or  rhubarb  pills,  and  even  to  swallow  them  hur- 
riedly, when  disguised  in  the  syren  sweetness  of  the  syrup,  or  accom- 
panied with  a  liberal  dose  by  way  of  counteraction  to  the  aotU.  Hence, 
the  molasses  which  came  so  opportunely  to  the  aid  of  afflicted  human- 
ity, was  in  gratitnde  designated  by  the  time  honored  name  of  treacle; 
and  so  completely  did  it  usurp  the  title,  that  very  few  are  aware  that 
it  had  ever  any  other  meaning  or  application. 

Throughout  our  English  literature,  we  find  frequent  allusions  to 
treacle  in  this  symbolical  sense  of  an  antidote  against  evil ;  allusioas 
which,  without  the  foregoing  explanation  of  the  origin  of  the  word, 
would  be  utterly  unintelligible  to  the  great  majority  of  readers.  In 
one  of  the  early  editions  of  the  English  Bible,  the  familiar  text  in 
Jeremiah,  "Is  there  no  balm  in  Gilead?"  is  rendered,  "Is  there  no 
treacle  in  Gilead?"  Sir  Thomas  Moore  has  this  ezpresaion,  "A  most 
strong  treacle  against  those  venomous  heresies."  Chaucer  says  of  our 
Lord,  "Christ,  which  that  is  to  every  harm  triacle; "  and  Lydgate,  the 
"monk  of  Eburv,"  a  poet  whose  writings  are  now  all  but  forgotten, 
has  a  kindred  Idea,  which  is  expressed  in  these  lines: 
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Waller  wroU  a  poem  on  th«  ooo»n«D  of  the  restoratiott  of  Charles 
II,  in  which  he  speaks  of  the  narrelous  change  that  would  be  canaed 
by  the  event  upon  the  Tiews  and  conduct  of  the  former  enemiea  of  hi* 
rojal  master.     He  thas  addreaaes  the  kiuf;: 


Ab  if  he  had  said  in  plain  prose,  that  even  those  who  had  slain  the 
king's  father,  had  now  repented  of  their  sin  and  become  loyal  to  the 
son,  like  vipers  which  had  inflicted  a  painful  wound,  but  now  yielded 
bj  their  flesh  a  medicine  to  heal  it.  Milton,  too,  who  made  everything 
subservient  to  his  purpose,  employed  this  curious  old  legend  to  point 
his  language,  for  be  speaks  of  "  the  sovrnn  treacle  of  sound  doctrine." 
Many  other  instances  might  he  quoted ;  but  these  are  sufficient  to  show 
how  familiar  the  early  English  writers  were  with  the  symbolical  use  of 
treacle,  and  how  admirably  they  extracted  the  moral  from  the  once 
popular  superstition  contained  in  it. 

The  fundamental  principle  that  gave  origin  to  treacle,  was  one  that 
was  extensively  adopted  and  acted  upon  in  ancient  times.  Simila  simil- 
ibm  curatUur — "Like  cures  like" — was  the  motto  of  nearly  all  the 
medical  practitioners  firom  Galeu  downwards.  What  were  called  mpn- 
pathetic  ointmentt,  supposed  to  cure  wounds  if  the  weapon  that  inflicted 
them  were  smeared  with  them,  without  any  application  to  the  wounds 
themselves — were  everywhere  greatly  in  request.  Prescriptions,  as  a 
rule,  were  founded  upon  some  real  or  fancied  resemblance  between  the 
remedy  prescribed  and  the  organ  diseased — almost  never  upon  its  own 
inherent  curative  property.  Lichens,  which  lead  a  myalcrions  mes- 
merized or  suspended  existence,  and  growing  in  curious  situations 
where  enchantors  might  weave  their  unhallowed  spells,  were  favorite 
remedies  for  mysterious  coraplBints,  The  lung-wort,  a  kind  of  lichen 
which  grows  in  immense  shaggy  masses  on  trees  and  rocks  in  subal- 
pine  woods,  was  highly  recommended  as  au  infallible  cure  fur  all  dis- 
eases of  the  lungs,  owing  to  the  resemblance  between  its  reticulated 
and  lobed  upper  surface,  of  a  greyish  brown  color,  and  these  delicate 
human  organs.  Hundreds  of  similar  instances  might  be  given,  in  which  . 
the  color  and  shape  of  a  remedy  was  everything,  and  its  medicinal  vir- 
tue nothing.  The  object,  whether  animal,  vegetable,  or  mineral,  that 
caused  the  disorder,  contributed  the  proper  medicament  for  its  cure. 
In  the  writings  of  Paracelsus  and  Aldrovandus,  who  combined  the 
study  of  alchemy  and  other  occult  sciences  with  that  of  medicine,  wc 
find  constant  reference  to  such  nostrums;  and  numerous  recipes  are 
given  for  ointments,  draughts,  and  applications  made  np  according  to 
this  rule  of  the  most  extraordinary  substances,  which  were  sold  for 
very  large  sums,  aud  were  said  to  have  effected  remarkable  cures.  In 
short,  almost  all  the  drugs  of  the  medieeval  pharmacopoeia,  were  se- 
lected and  admiuistered  entirely  upon  this  principle  of  mutual  simi- 
larity and  disease.  A  perusal  of  the  medical  treatises  of  our  ances- 
tors, leaves  upon  our  minds  a  very  decided  impression  of  the  power  of 
the  human  imagination,  and  Hie  strength  of  the  human  eonititntioB, 
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«B  mil  u  qnickens  oar  gratitnd«  that  we  live  in  times  when  treacle  ia 

fJTen  &a  tTc&cle,  and  not  as  viper'e  flesh,  or  some  abomioation  more 
iegostiDg  Bli)l.  The  only  relic  of  the  old  Baperatition  that  BurrWes 
now,  may  be  recogDised  Id  the  well  known  advice  frequently  given  by 
the  seKBoned  topera  to  those  who  are  enffenog  tiom  the  effects  of  their 
first  drunken  excese,  "Take  a  hair  of  the  dog  that  hit  you." 

The  O.  JE.  Sooiett  of  Beilbvtb  Hospital  GoLLKac. — The  nn- 
merona  members  of  this  society  thronghont  the  country  will  he  pleased 
to  learn  that  the  last  annual  reunion,  held  on  the  26th  of  February, 
was  more  than  uanally  brilliant  and  snccessfal.  The  addresses  were 
peculiarly  appropriate  to  the  occasion,  and  were  received  with  marked 
satisfaction  ny  the  audience.  We  give  below  Professor  Elliott'a  re- 
ply to  the  toast  of  "Woman,"  which  strikes  ub  as  a  peculiarly  happy 
handling  of  eo  delicate  a  subject: 

A  siBceie  fMend  said  to  in«  to-daj ;  "M7  dear  fellow,  I  hear  tiiat  yon  are  to  le- 
tpoai  toi  the  ladies  thia  erening.  Tou  bare  my  STtnpath;."  I  thanked  him,  and 
acknowtedged  that  I  needed  it;  and  no  do  1  confesa,  confidential!]',  to  jou  all,  that 
I  hare  need  of  youra,  and  especially  now  when  my  friend  Sayre  has  Inclnded  my 
toast  with  bia  own  in  bU  comprebengive  graxp. 

It  U  a  atriona  thing  to  speak  for  woman  jnst  when  sbe  is  about  to  break  thnt 
long  silence  which  baa  distingnshed  her  through  the  lapse  of  ages,  and  to  speak  for 
berself.  Let  us  hope  that,  if  sbe  bring  to  flitare  diacnsaions  the  terrible  earnestness 
and  directness  of  porpose  which  she  displayed  in  the  apple  qnestion,  at  least  sbe  will 
select  topics  less  fraught  with  woe  to  man. 

Perhaps  this  may  be  one  of  the  last  toasts  to  woman  to  which  a  man  may  re- 
spond. The  time  may  be  at  hand  when  tbis  is  to  be  sapeneded  by  one  which  will 
even  now,  we  trust,  cause  their  reins  to  tingle,  and  when  we  may  hear,  in  soft, 
melodious  cadence,  from  the  lips  of  beauty — "The  gentlemen,  Ood  bless  themi" 

Witb  woman  arguing  metaphysics  in  the  pulpit,  managing  political  mqorities. 
directiag  the  press,  and  wielding  the  scalpel  in  sick-rooms  there  is  bat  a  step  to  the 
remainiag  fields  of  labor,  and  there  may  be  some  girlisb  ^Lce  here  present,  covered 
only  witb  mantllDg  bludics,  which  may  groove  its  farrows  amid  the  responsiblliticf 
of  the  senate  chamber,  or  in  eiponnding  the  majesty  of  the  law. 

Who  shall  paint  the  dawn  of  this  era,  so  fall  of  the  fruition  of  woman's  joy? 
ajid  priTilegcs?  The  palette  of  another  Guido  must  furnish  the  brillinni  colors. 
Still  Aorwa,  with  rosy-lipped  fingers,  wilt  manhal  the  procession;  Btill  the  femi- 
niae  encircling  bonrs  will  keep  their  accostomed  places,  bnt  the  male  Apollo  will 
bo  hurled  from  the  central  place  of  honor,  and  Some  bright  eyed  goddess,  typical  of 
woman's  future,  will  seize  the  reins  with  no  reluctant  hand.  Lore  will  reign  su- 
preme. A  new  millenium  will  shed  its  benignant  raya  upon  the  land  Uan,  shorn 
or  his  supremacy,  and  abnegating  even  cluims  to  military  diEtinction,  will  still,  wc 
traat,  bask  in  the  sunshine  of  woman's  favor,  and  wish  that  all  the  Venuses  shall 
enjoy  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Man. 

WiUi  such  a  fatore,  well  may  a  taan  shrink  from  lespoiKHng  to-night  to  inch 
a  toaat.    But  I  am  here  with  a  herald's  pi^vileges,  thoogh  not  in  a  herald's  garii. 
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1  am  in  k  raprtHnUtive  c^padt;;  1  «pMk  Tor  mj  raKUtitncnta.  Four  biuidred 
muilj  betxtt,  sot  ntiified  wiUi  hcMing  me  lecture  on  -woman  for  Bre  or  sii  moDth^ 
demand  a  final  word  before  m  part.  Ladies,  1  preaent  these  four  hundred  he*Tt< 
far  jonr  most  disttBgnished  contideration.  Four  bnndred,  did  I  saj?  JuM  ai  in 
that  suftrage,  soon  to  be  abollabed  by  woman,  the  male  roter  depoeits  a  ballot  that 
Tepreeents  the  united  wishes  and  couTirtioas  of  binuolf  and  wife,  and  daaghten,  ao 
do  these  four  hundred  hearts  have  each  four  separate  pulsating  chunbers,  throbUng; 
w  baimoaioiulj  now  that  uethluks  70a  must  all  be  able  to  bear  them.  And  h^ 
isMcad  of  four  hondnd,  do  I  preaent  aiiteen  hundred  palpitating  candidatee  for 

Wbat  aspirationG  does  m;  feeble  adTocacy  present  1  What  longings  for  houw 
and  firesides  are  interlinked  with  these  emotions !  What  delicious  courtships,  what 
rapt  eljsiam  of  eogagements,  what  calm  enduring  matrimonlid  jojs  do  theae  long- 
ings preBgnre  I  Let  ns  hope  that  four  hundred  girlish  hearts  awaken  in  hastening 
rhjthm  to  respond  to  the  tnmultoous  beatings  of  my  coasUtnenU. 

What  mattaiathe  language  in  which  these  longings  are  conveyed?  Wbat  mat- 
ters the  man  who  presents  them  ?  Doremns  bring*  Irom  the  mystic  arcana  of  his 
labratory  a  long  black  wire  to  meet  another  long  black  wire.  Who  can  foretell  the 
wondrous  result?  At  once,  on  meeting,  an  intense  flame  starts  into  being,  in  which 
solid  ban  of  iron  melt  in  fervent  heat  and  illumine  the  ball  with  lurid  glare  and 
iridescent  sparkles.  Why  may  I  not  do  as  well  as  a  long  piece  of  black  wire — I, 
who  bring  into  this  arena  the  concantiated  heat  of  fbnr  hundred  manly  hearts?  Tbe 
result  will  not  astonish  the  worid,  bat  will  sparkle  in  separate  ntatrimonial  para- 
graphs in  the  daily  papers,  and  light  np  maay  a  bappy  borne.  For  tbe  cndoring  com- 
fort of  these  happy  homes,  I  must  say  that,  although  my  four  hundred  have  no  Tenny- 
(OD  to  hymn  their  praises  in  stately  stanzas,  yet,  in  the  simplest  and  Blemest  prose 
do  I  declare  that  the  immortal  six  hundred  at  Balaklava  never  charged  as  my  fbur 
hundt«d  wiU.— AW  Turk  Medical  JouttkU,  April,  1869. 


EDITORIAL  AND  MEDICAL  NEWS. 


*0»t  or  TBI  ablest  ooutribators  to  Q10  WaUm  Journal  of  Modi' 
ciTte,  sppurfl  in  a  new  role.  He  is  to  be  oongratolated  upon  having 
won  an  honoralile  prize;  Imt  Btill  more,  apon  luring  wrtttes  an  esssj 
well  deeerring  anch  recognition. 

Within  a  few  da^,  we  hare  been  reading  a  review  in  a  French 
journal  of  Thetit  FrtenUet  cl  SouUm-Mt  au  Ooncourt  d'Agreation  povr 
la  Midedne,  en  186S-9,  in  which  the  writer,  referring  to  their  anthora 

•TkcputukaBbirSatanuilTlBalB  ibtCgnoflHHHg*.  A  dlMHtaUoa  (tor  whUk  a  urtae 
iru  awudKl  to  JiwoT.  Hibb>r4,  II.  D.,  bj  Ibe  XiMKbiuatu  Htdla)  eoclvlT.  BoaloB :  IiaTM 
CUpF  *  aoB,  *M  WaaUBCtoB  SInM,  \mi. 
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in  general  terms,  says;  Youthful  io  jeara,  yonthftil  fo  scientific  ardor, 
the  candidates  i  Tagrigation  represent,  in  a  degree  almost  extreme, 
the  tendencies  of  their  times.  And  thns  it  seems  to  us  in  reference 
to  Dr.  Hibberd's  esaaj — it  represents  the  tendencies  of  oar  epoch; 
nay,  it  is  more  than  a  sign  of  the  course  toward  which  the  advance 
gnard  of  Medicine  is  moving,  more  than  a  piece  of  drift-wood  upon 
die  current  of  medical  progress — it  moves  with  that  guard,  it  con- 
tribntes  to  that  current.  Greater  praise  we  could  not  bestow;  less 
would  fall  below  desert. 

And  now,  while  admitting,  as  all  must,  the  inevit&ble  tendencies  of 
this  age  of  Medicine — whether  we  lament  or  rejoice,  whether  we  en- 
deavor to  promote  or  to  retard  such  tendencies — we  give  ourselves 
briefly  to  some  particular  observatjons  upon  this  essay.  On  many 
points,  we  shall  be  fully  in  accord  with  its  esteemed  author;  in  regard 
to  others,  we  shall  entirely  dissent  ft'om  his  views. 

In  the  first  place,  we  object  to  the  introduction  of  Time  aa  one 
of  the  factors  in  the  cure  of  disease.  He  seems  to  make  of  it  an 
entity,  a  positive  force  quite  as  much  as  any  of  those  that  have 
tfauB  considered  disease.  What  is  time?  Simply  measured  duration. 
During  its  flow  certain  events  can  transpire,  certain  proeesses  be  com- 
pleted; butter  se  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  such  events  or  processes — 
no  more  to  do  in  itself  with  the  recovery  of  a  man  &om  rheumatism 
in  six  weeks,  than  with  the  hatching  of  a  hen's  egg  in  three  weeks, 
no  more  to  do  with  either  than  with  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
on  the  4th  of  July,  1776.  The  Canard  Steamer  which  takes  our  fViend 
to  Europe,  will  require  a  certain  number  of  days  in  which  to  cross  the 
Atlantic;  bat  those  days  simply  constitnte  a  period  during  which  the 
mighty  power  of  steam,  guided  by  the  genius  of  man,  can  do  a  certain 
work.  A  boy  learns  a  lesson  in  an  hour,  but  the  hour  has  no  influence 
npon  his  mental  processes.  We  would  not  esteem  it  a  judicious  title 
for  a  thesis  upon  the  action  of  aloes — Aloe*  attd  Ttme  a*  a  Caihar- 
He.  We  would  rather  have  written  the  title  of  Dr.  K.'s  Essay,  Nature 
in  rtie  Cure,  Time  for  the  Cure  of  Disease. 

One  thought  in  reftrenoe  to  the  etymology  of  the  word  cure — a 
word  so  often  upon  onr  lips  that  we  eometimes  forget  its  true  meaning. 
One  who  evret,  simply  takes  care  of  hb  patient.  Cure  is  fVom  ewo, 
to  take  care  of,  to  see  to,  to  look  after,  etc. 

On  page  eight  of  the  essay,  we  read,  "when  a  surgeon  has  distorted 
ambers  of  the  body  to  restore,  nature  and  time  mnst  be  bis  chief 
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relianoe,  and  his  appliances,  whateTer  the;  may  be,  only  serve  to  g 
and  enoourage  the  physiological  forces."     As  Tennyson  sings — 


So  we  ask,  vhat  amoont  of  physiological  forces  will  restore  a  limb 
flexed  from  anebylosis?  Here  we  beg  leave  to  claim  that  a  Strom- 
eyer's  screw  or  gum  elastic  bands  are  worth  more  than  natars.  So  too, 
the  cioatrices  tVom  burns,  canaing  deformity  and  hindering  the  nseftil- 
nesa  of  a  member,  frequently  may  be  removed,  and  healthy  integu- 
BientB  placed  apoo  the  denuded  snrf^oe.  Here  the  surgeon's  art  is  of 
primary  importance — nature  and  time  bnt  secoodary,  only  capable  of 
aooomplishing  what  he  gives  them  the  opportanity  of  doing. 

It  does  seem  to  ns,  and  we  say  this  with  beooming  hesitadon,  for 
we  fVeely  coneede  Dr.  Hibberd's  superior  ability,  he  poshes  his  views 
too  far,  makes  too  wide,  too  universal  a  generaliiatJOD  as  to  the  respec- 
tive parts  taken  by  nature  and  art  in  the  cure  of  disease.  When  he 
lays  it  down  as  a  universal  law,  that  a  pathological  stimulant  being 
withdrawn  pathological  activity  ceases,  does  he  not  go  too  far?  Has 
every  case  of  ooignnetiviljfl  subsided  upon  the  removal  of  the  foreign 
body,  for  example,  which  excited  it?  Nay,  may  not  some  such  eases  go 
on  to  incurable  bliadneM,  without  intelligent  intervention? 

Our  author  asserts  that  "generally  the  cause  of  disease  is  unknown." 
True,  undoubtedly,  that  we  do  not  know  the  causes  of  very  many  dis- 
eases ;  bnt  on  the  other  hand,  the  physician  daily  sees  oases  of  disease 
of  which  he  does  know  the  canse.  For  example,  he  meets  with  a  ease 
of  convulsions  in  a  child,  which  he  traces  to  indigestible  food  in  the 
stomach  or  intestines;  or  agun,  a  case  of  epilepsy  dependent  upon 
chlorosis;  or  a  case  of  eirrhosis  resulting  from  the  use  of  alcoholic 
liqnors ;  or  a  case  of  menorrhagia  from  sexual  exoees,  Ac,  &».  Now, 
will  the  good  dame  Nature  with  her  &ithful  attendant,  Time,  see  to 
tb»  removal  of  the  offending  matter  tiom  the  chUd's  gaatro-iatestiBal 
canal?  She  probably  will  in  Ave  oases,  bat  in  the  sixth  the  sufferar 
may  die  before  the  process  is  completed ;  and  the  physioian  does  wisely 
who  administers  what  onr  &iend  would  call  a  perturhatmg  medi*i»e, 
an  emetio  or  a  cathartic,  under  saeh  oircamstances.  In  the  second 
case,  we  remove  the  epilepsy  by  mtoriog  the  blood  to  its  normal  «im- 
dition.  In  the  third,  we  iotcrdiet  the  use  of  Uie  agent  which  has  pro- 
duced the  trouble,  and  endeavor  to  supplement  at  least  a  part  of 
the  hepatic  function  by  ox-gall,  et  cat.,  and  we  at  least  prolong  the 
patient's  days.  In  addition  to  the  removal  of  the  oanse  in  the  fourth 
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illub-fttiAn,  ve  endearor,  both  b^  hygtanio  and  therapeutic  means,  to 
change  the  excvBeive  detenainatioa  of  blood  toward  the  atenu  aod 


Dr.  Hibberd's  remarkB  as  to  the  treatment  of  fevera,  especially  of 
tjphsfl  and  of  typhoid,  will  meet  the  hearty  eodortement  of  every 
intelligeiit  physician. 

The  same  may  he  said,  in  the  main,  as  to  tliOBe  in  referenoe  to 
inflammation.  When,  however,  he  states  Aat  tehenapart  it  ii^fiaftted, 
(De  Itaoe  no  power  (o  jvgutate  Ae  di*ea*e;  all  we  com  do  icitk  medtco- 
tttatti  it  to  amdticl  it  to  a  toft  ferminatton,  f&roN^A  auuting  a  material 
proeea  by  the  aid  of  ftnte,  (Kssay,  page  25),  we  beg  leave  to  ask  whether 
\»  has  no  faith  in  the  oooasional  snocesB  of  the  abortive  treatment  of  gon- 
orrhcea,  and  whether  cases  of  dysentery  have  not  been  cured  by  ipeeao- 
nanha  in  two  or  t^ree  days,  which,  so  &r  as  opinion  founded  uprai  the 
history  of  other  cases  presenting  similar  symptous,  wonld  otharwiaa 
have  continued  for  one  or  two  weeks?  We  oonfese  that  we  are  not 
so  deeply  in  the  eclipse  of  medical  faith  that  we  could  give  other 
than  affirmative  answers  to  either  of  these  questions,  were  they  ad- 
dressed US.  So  too,  in  reference  to  perfiutia — by  some  eonaiderad  an 
inflammation — bnt  whether  regarded  aa  a  neurosis,  or  an  inflammation, 
the  power  of  belladonna  to  diminish  its  ordinary  duration  is  main- 
tained by  eminent  authority. 

Dr.  H.  gives  a  London  surgeon  as  the  author  of  the  "six  weeks" 
presoiiptJon  as  the  cure  for  rheumatism;  but  we  believe  the  credit  of 
tbia  is  due  the  elder  Warren. 

In  that  portion  of  the  Es$ai/  relating  to  Materia  Mediea,  we  find 
mneh  with  which  onr  own  opinions  are  quite  in  accord.  Eepeei- 
ally  do  we  desire  to  commend  all  that  the  anthor  says  in  reference 
to  the  influence  of  the  mind  in  promoting  the  recovery  of  the  sick. 

We  are  not  sure  that  Dr.  Hibberd  is  right  in  denying  to  Medicine 
any  credit  for  the  increased  dnntion  of  human  life;  nor  in  founding 
aa  argument  for  the  power  of  "  Nature  and  Time ' '  to  cure,  upon  tie 
large  coneumptioit  of  quack  noitrumt,  and  proprietaty  medicinei,  the 
contwneri  not  only  getting  vkU  but  honeetfy  believing  their  cure  to  be  d«e 
to  ike  v*e  of  the  noitruma,  for  many  of  these  coDSumers  are  not  really 
sick — only  imagine  they  are — while  many  others  actnally  die  uncured ; 
and,  finally,  we  are  qnita  willing  to  believe  in  some  oaaes  some  of  thaae 
•oatroms  may  have  a  positive  therapentio  value. 

Did  space  permit,  we  should  be  glad  to  refer  to  other  portions  of 
this  Essay.     In  general,  we  can  speak  of  it  aa  written  with  great  abil- 
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ity;  its  kothor  knows  right  weU  the  useB  of  the  Si^ieh  langnsge, 
sad  proMuta  his  thonghls  cImtI;  aad  foniblj.  We  wirii  hU  prodao- 
tjon  could  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  every  physician  who  would  ours- 
ftally  read  and  ponder  it;  for  to  sneh  an  one,  it  would  be  a  tight  to 
glide,  a  power  to  quioken  and  strengthen  his  thought  and  inveetiga- 
tioDj  but  in  the  hands  of  the  lasy  and  the  stupid,  men  who  haTe  not 
consecrated  their  whole  soul,  wit^  all  its  intelligent  grasp,  its  deep 
sjrmpathy,  its  vivid  consoienoe  to  Uedioine,  who  are  mer*  tradesmea 
and  money  changers  in  its  eaer«d  temple,  we  oan  easily  oonceive  that 
the  Essay  may  be  wrested  from  its  high  purpose  into  an  excuse  for 
negleoting  scientific  study,  and  for  trusting  with  a  blind  confidence  in 
Nature  and  Time,  while  their  patients  are  deceived  with  sham  thera- 
peutics. 

It  is  but  justice  to  Dr.  Hibberd,  justice,  too,  to  our  readers,  to  give 
his  "Conclusion"  and  "Summary:" 

CoMCLrsioH — Let  no  oat  Tor  a  cioment  imagine  that  tbc  rlews  herein  promol' 
gated  have  a  teodency  to  uniterralae  tbe  Importance  of  Medicine  in  the  manage- 
ment  of  disease,  or  detract  onn  iota  from  the  nsponsibility,  the  dignitj,  or  the  nas- 
ftilnces  of  tbe  accompli«bed  phTticiaa. 

lledicines  have  a  positive  poner  diot  can  be,  and  shonld  be,  made  aTailable  lo 
avist  nature  in  the  removal  of  pa^ological  stimulants,  and  in  tbo  arrest  of  patho- 
logical activitj.  Ko  one  doubts  tbe  power  of  ansestlieUcs  to  abolish  een£>bilit;)  of 
opiates  to  alia;  pain ;  of  aloes  to  evactiate  the  bowels ;  of  veratruin  lo  lessen  the 
heart's  action ;  or  of  quiaia  to  arrest  malarial  periodic  disease.  AH  these,  and  maaj 
more,  are  in  constant  demand  for  proper  and  prudent  therapeutic  purposes;  and  that 
all  of  them,  not  nutrients,  and  forcible  enough  to  make  an  impressioo,  are  pstho* 
lo^kal  atimnlants  and  of  themselves  an  evil,  militates  nothing  against  their  legiti- 
mate use,  or  their  positive  value.  It  onlj  signaliua  that  a  wiae  judgment,  a  soniid 
discretion,  and  a  just  discrimiuatloo  shonld  dictate  and  control  their  prescription, 
to  the  end  that  one  evil  should  be  brought  into  requisition  voluutaril;,  onlj  when 
it  will,  with  certaintj,  assist  to  abate  a  grcalcr  evil.  It  is  the  training,  the  skill, 
the  acumen,  that  is  necessary  to  the  eierciaeof  a  sound  discretion  and  a  wise  judg- 
ment in  the  selecUoQ  and  administration  of  mediciaea,  that  distinguishes  the  good 
phy^cian  from  tbe  presumptuous  pretender.  One  can  not  atlaia  to  tliia  aceon- 
plishment  without  a  clear  and  inteUigeat  insight  into  biologj,  both  nornial  and 
abnormal. 

While  the  faith  is  that  medicine  is  paramount,  and  the  rule  under  it  is  to  giva 
active  remedies  continually,  and  the  perturbations  which  aecompanj  their  opera- 
tion, are  deemed  an  essential  and  desirable  service  preliminary  to  improvement, 
almost  any  numbskull  can  claim  to  be  a  physldan  and  have  the  dum  allowed  by 
the  populace;  because  they  can  not  discriminate  between  the  means  and  the  rssaH 
In  bla  practice,  and  in  that  dI  the  educated  bub  trf  seience.  But  wbeo  an  appi»- 
ciative  conception  of  what  nfttnre  is  doing  and  can  aocoapUah,  mnst  precede  tha 
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MvnniuaUoo  of  witftt  aid  can  and  ahould  be  readered  her,  and  hov  sml  wben,  the 
pratendcr  mut  fUnd  back  Bbub«d,  vhile  the  mui  propedy  ti^oed  and  with  real 
kBDwIedge,  will  step  forth  ia  ill  the  glarj  of  ft  high  prieat  of  nature,  offeriof 
acceptable  service  al  her  ihrine ;  and  all  who  witness  hi«  laboi  shall  know  that  it 
is  good,  and  saj,  well  done. 

Sdmhakt. — The  prominent  points  presented  in  the  foregoing  dissertation,  inaj 
be  enameraiod  as  follows: 

1.  All  Titaliied  matter  ie  the  subject  of  a  law  of  development  peculiar  to  its 

2.  Vital  organizations  are  net  actire  ptr  te,  bnt  are  endoiredwith  a  capaUlitj' 
fd  actiTit;  ander  atimnUtion. 

3.  Nonaal  atimuluitB  produce  phTsiological  actiTit;  oi  health  |  abBormSil 
stimulants  produce  pathological  activitj  or  disease. 

4.  HuDuin  maladies  i(re  alwBjs  the  result  of  abnormal  stimulants  acting  on 
the  histotogicat  elements  of  the  bodj. 

6.  Disease  in  an;  part  continues  as  long  as  the  pathological  stimulant  is  ope- 
ntWe;  when  this  ceases,  the  part  retnms  to  its  phjaiological  state. 

6.     To  cure  disease,  it  is  onl;  neceasar;  to  remore  the  gtimulant  exciting  It 

I.  This  stimalant  is  ntrelj  known,  and  still  more  rarelj  can  it  be  removed. 

8.  In  most  diseases,  we  only  recognise  the  grosser  sjmploms,  after  tha  initial 
processes  have  completed  their  coarse. 

9.  After  the  stage  of  recognition,  most  diseases  must  pnrsae  their  codcw 
throngh  a  series  of  phenomena  under  an  inexorable  biological  law. 

10.  The  dnty  of  the  phjsician  is  to  watch  nature  and  assist  her  as  opportu- 
nity may  offer, 

II.  All  perturbatiog  nedieinas  arc  tbemselves  pathological  stimnlants,  and 
■bould  not  be  ^dministeted  except  under  a  oertaintj  of  abating  a  great  evil. 

12.  The  present  popular  professional  estimate  of  the  medioal  virtues  of  drugs, 
reals  mainlj  on  the  vicious  logic  of  pott  hoe  ergo  propUr  hoc. 

13.  That  this  estimate  is  erroneous,  is  proven  by ; 

a.  Cnrable  diseases  are  recovered  ftx>m  in  the  absence  of  all  kinds  of  drags. 

t.  Curable  diseases  are  recovered  from  ander  the  most  diverse  treatment. 

t.  The  adalteration  of  drags  makes  their  strength  uncertuu. 

i.  The  state  of  the  patient's  mind  makes  the  operation  of  even  pore  drags 

14.  A  recogDilioD  of  the  doctrine  of  the  vU  medkalrix  natarce,  most  underlie 
•11  rational  therapeutics. 

16.  The  priociple  involved  in  this  phrase  has  been  recogniied  and  deferred 
to,  since  the  earliest  historical  era  of  medidoe,  and  is  likely  to  be  immortal, 

16.  It  derogates  nothing  from  the  phyUcian,  or  the  agcuts  he  usps,  that 
nature  is  predominant,  and  art  opiferouo. 

Boston  has  a  GTMiSCOLoaiCAL  Sooixty,  Dr.  WidsIov  Lewis  being 
PrcBident,  ftnd  Dr.  Hoi&tio  B.  Stoicr,  Secretary.  One  of  our  ootempo- 
rariM,  who  will  not  publbh  A»  taadatione  tlutt  may  be  written  bim  of 
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bimself  or  of  his  ezoellent  josrail,  doea  not  besiteto  to  stAto  ia  lus 
^per  that  be,  tlie  afomuid  editor,  hts  been  eleetad  a  eorrespondi^ 
■Mmber  of  this  Societj,  aod  return  hia  UiankB  for  the  boDor ;  but  va 
confess  we  slirink  from  snob  public  acknowkdgmefit  on  our  part.  We 
are  glad  to  cbronicle  the  organitatioD  of  this  Society,  and  ve  honeatlj 
frish  it  nsefkl  Buccess.  Oar  BostoD  friends  have  done  one  good  thing 
— settled  the  orthography  of  gyoiecology — for  tbe  word  flowing  through 
s  Gallic  cbauoel  bad  lost  ita  diphthong  with  many  of  onj  authors,  and 
tbeae  wrote  « instead  of  a.  Now  will  Boatoa  have  the  goodness  to  give 
US  ft  proooDciation  as  it  has  an  orthography  of  the  word  more  in  aooord- 
anee  with  its  etymology?  Even  the  poorest  Grecian  would  be  a^ton- 
tshed  to  find,  after  declining  x^vrii,  •(uva.t'oz  etc.,  that  when  an  EnglLsb 
word  was  formed  from  it,  it  became  jinny,  thns  jinnt/a)ioffj/„he  would 
be  apt  to  decline  again.  If  any  of  oat  readers  point  to  the  analogy 
between  this  word  and  gytiuuutic,  we  acLnovledge  the  force  of  the 
reaioning,  but  sn^iMt  that  tbe  two  coDBonaots  iniBiediately  following 
tbe  y  may  change  its  quantity,  and  fmrthennore  inquire  what  is  to  be 
done  with  gyraii»na — most  the  jr  be  abort  there  too?  At  any  rate,  we 
don't  aee  why,  with  a  christian  tongue,  when  wc  take  woman  out  of  a 
heathen  language  we  should  make  a  jinny  of  her: 

Da.  Bishop,  of  Sheridan,  New  Tork,  writes  to  the  MedUat  and 
Syrgical  Reporter,  April  lOtb,  the  following  in  refereaee  to  the  use  of 
oi-senie  in  hemorrhoidt.  Some  of  our  readers  will  remember  our  first 
calling  atteotion  to  thiB  therapeutic  valoe  of  arsenic,  (CVnctnnaft  Jour- 
not  of  Medicine'},  March,  1866 : 

"  I  will  say  fbr  ibe  baoeflt  of  the  JUparltr,  that  I  have  tried  the  above  rened^ 
In  twentj  cases  of  piles,  and  Id  □□!  a  single  case  have  I  been  disappointed  in  remoT- 
ing  tbe  difficult;.  Tlte  dose,  of  course,  is  to  be  varied  to  soit  tbe  age  and  consti- 
toUon  of  tbe  patient    I  hope  .physicians  will  trj  it." 

Dr.  T.  W.  Belchzs,  of  Dublin,  well  known  to  the  profession  as  a 
dermatologist,  is  about  entering  the  Episcopal  ministry. 

Mb.  Jamsb,  of  Exeter,  England,  died  <hi  the  17th  of  March  last. 
He  had  been  a  most  able  and  indastrioas  contributor  to  sui^ieal  litera- 
ture, and  was  quite  advanced  in  years. 

RoBLXT  DuHQLieoN,  emeritos  proftsaor  in  Jefferaon  College,  died 
on  the  lat  of  April.  Professor  Dunglison  was  in  his  serenty-seoond 
yew. 
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Tbi  rOLliOWlHO  ohanges  bsve  rmrati;  t&ken  pl&ee  in  the  Modiokl 
Ooll«ge  of  Ohio.  Prof.  M.  B.  Wright,  who  thirty  years  ago  was  first 
mIW  to  a  ohur  in  the  College,  and  whose  name  ia  a  honsahold  word 
ID  obstfltrice,  with  the  profeaeion  of  tike  West,  has  resigned  the  profes- 
sorship of  obstetrics,  and  has  been  appointed  "Emeritus  ProfesBOr, 
and  Glinioal  Lecturer  on  Obstetriea  and  Diseases  of  Women."  Prof. 
GomegyB  retires  fVom  the  chair  of  "  Inatitutes,"  and  accepts  that  of 
"Glinioal  Medicine."  A  professorahip  of  "Physiology"  is  substilaled 
for  "  Institntes,"  and  Dr.  Edward  Bires  is  appoint«d  to  it.  Dr.  B.  ii 
lh«  son  of  one  whoae  name  is  familiar  to  many  of  the  older  gradoatea 
of  the  School,  to  whose  instraction  they  had  the  plessore  of  listening 
long  years  ago,  Prof.  L.  Bives,  and  has  himself  lectured  with  great 
aeceptance  daring  the  past  winter,  in  ^e  Dental  College,  Cincinnati. 
We  anticipate  for  him  in  his  new  field  of  labor,  eminent  success  and 
nsefnlness.  The  chursof  "Obstetrics,"  and  of  the  "Medical  and  Snr- 
ff.cal  Diseases  of  Women,"  have  been  eoasolidated,  and  the  recent 
incnmbent  of  the  latter  been  aeleoted  to  fill  Uiis  new  position.  Di. 
James  T.  Whittaker,  whoee  letters  fVom  Europe  our  subscribers  read 
with  so  much  ioterest,  and  whom  we  regard  as  one  of  the  ablest  young 
nea  it  baa  ever  been  our  good  fortune  to  meet  in  the  profession,  will 
be  his  assistant.  Dr.  Whittaker,  we  wish  to  say  in  addition,  has  talent, 
learning,  industry  and  sterling  principle,  and  will  one  day,  if  his  life 
is  spared,  be  known  wherever  Hedieine  is  known. 

Dk.  Lionbl  8.  BxALX  has  resigned  his  chair — Physiology  and  Pa- 
thology— in  King's  College.  It  is  almost  as  remarkable  that  he  should 
retire  from  this  position  when  still  in  the  vigor  and  prime  of  his  dajrs 
— ^or  if  we  are  not  greatly  mistaken,  he  is  bnt  about  forty  yearfe  of  ag« 
— as  that  he  was  called  to  it  when  but  twenty-four  years  of  age.  Few 
men,  at  even  three-score  years  and  ten,  have  done  more  for  medical 
science  than  has  Dr.  Beale,  and  we  trust  that  his  work  as  a  teacher, 
by  DO  means  terminates  with  the  termination  of  bis  connection  with 
King's  College. 

M.  VoisiN  has  observed  several  forms  of  eruption  to  follow  the  ad- 
ministration of  bromide  of  potassium.  They  have  been,  aone;  large, 
indolent,  and  painhl  pustules;  an  emption  resembling  that  of  nrtiea- 
ria  or  eiydiema  nodosum ;  pnnetes;  andeasema.  He  desoribes  die  first 
two  with  great  oare,  as  having  eharacteristie  symptoms  and  appear- 
aDoes — Briiith  Medical  Journal. 

n,g,t,7rJM,COO<^lL' 


3S2  WBRIBH  MtmxAL  OF  HKtionn. 

H.  Hattei,  Acadimie  de  Midteine,  read  &  pap«r  opon  the  eataa  of 
wrinary  retealioTt  after  amfinemfnt.  To  ^e  two  cauMS  generally  reeog- 
nized,  vie:  The  Bwelling  of  tbe  urethra,  conHqnent  npoo  contnsion, 
and  vesical  atony,  tbe  avthor  added  a  third,  the  abrupt  shortening  of 
Hie  nrethra;  and  he  thus  explains  the  oocnrrence  of  this  cause  of  re- 
tention ;  During  the  last  months  of  pregnancy,  the  bladder  being  drawn 
up  with  the  uterus,  the  urethra  Js  elongated,  while  after  accouchement, 
the  uterus  at  once  descending,  the  urethral  canal  most  become  shorter 
by  tortaous  and  irregular  folding  upon  itself — ^thence  the  retention  of 
urine.  It  is  difficult  to  always  prcTent  this  accident;  however,  fVoB 
ftftesD  to  thirty  gruns  of  ergot,  given  after  accouchement,  will  aug- 
ment the  vesical  as  well  as  the  uterine  retraction.  When  catheteriam 
is  necessary,  always  permit  the  instrument  to  follow  the  temporary 
tortuosities  of  the  canal. — Arch.  6i».,  April,  1869. 

M.  Feesonne,  before  the  same  body,  as  we  learn  from  tbe  Archiva, 
proposes  oil  of  turpentine  as  an  antidote  for  phosphorous.  From  ex- 
periments npon  auimals,  he  was  convinced  of  the  efficacy  of  this  remedy 
when  taken  immediately  or  very  soon  after  tbe  ingestion  of  the  poison, 
fie  says  phosphorous  does  not  exert  its  toxic  power  until  ahsorbed; 
then  by  depriving  the  blood  of  its  oxygen,  it  prevents  hfematosis. 
The  oil  of  turpentine  prevents  phosphorus  from  burning  in  the  economy 
in  the  same  manner  as  it  preventa  its  combustion  in  the  air  at  the  ordi- 
nary temperatnte. 

Now,  this  may  be  a  valuable  discovery;  but  we  almost  think  it  a 
pity  that  tbe  poor  woman,  whose  case  is  recounted  below,  as  we  find  it 
one  of  our  English  exchanges,  and  who  met  with  a  punishment  in  kind, 
though  not  in  degree,  similar  to  that  of  the  eagle  which  stole  meat 
ftom  the  altar  of  the  gods,  did  not  know  it — she  might  have  taken  a 
bottle  of  turpentine,  and  thus  kept  her  phosphorous  andher  body  intact: 

"Ad  eldertj  widow,  whll«  wutiag  Id  the  gurgery  of  Mr,  Lealie,  ftl  Nine  Elmi, 
stole  a  piece  of  pboepborona  from  a  bottle  and  placed  it  in  ber  packet.  It  ignited 
and  burnt  her  so  badly  !n  the  side  tbat,  b?  the  adrice  of  a  surgeon,  she  wm  con- 
vejed  lo  tbe  nearest  hocpital." 

Hauriok  H.  Colub,  Surgeon  to  tite  Meatb  Hospital,  Dublin,  tbe 
author  of  a  valuable  work  upon  Cancer  and  Tumors,  died  a  few  we«ka 
nnee  t^om  pyiemic  poisoning  oonaequent  upon  a  slight  scratch  received 
by  him  whilst  removing  an  upper  jaw  in  tbe  operating  theater  <^  Us 
hospital.    Mr.  CoUis  was  in  bis  forty-fifth  ye«r. 
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Pbof.  Bowunq,  of  the  jVtu&tnlb  tftwrna^,  wboee  mtelUgeat  deTO- 
tion  to  Hedioiite  do  one  osn  qaeation,  eiprewes  hinuelf  thus  ae  to  the 
"OAw  Doctor  Law:" 

"  WiMt  medicine  MB  not  do  Ibr  ItKlf  will  goQndoDC  iTcrjnow  and  tb«n  mi 
>mil>Ttim&t«  doctor  finds  hiBuel/  oat  of  practice  and  m>  a  Le^slature;  and  feelinc 
ont  of  plaM,  and  that  tiia  formeT  brethren  will  think.  lo,  concludes  to  '  bring  in  a 
bill'  to  'elerftte'  the  profession  he  has  abandoned,  bo  that  bis  old  friendj  maf  see 
tiwt  be  'a  'Btill  working  for  them,'  and  who  ought  to  continue  to  think  well  of 
bim.  Onr  Legislature  here  in  Tennessee  baa  done  many  queer  things,  but  it  hu 
let  the  learned  professions  alone  to  lake  car*  of  thenuelvee.  When  did  law  erer 
benefit  religion?  It  has  been  hammering  on  it  many  centuries — for  about  eighteen 
bnndred  jears — and  the  more  it  hammered  the  worse  it  made  the  Job.  Fbiallj,  die 
OoTemment  of  the  United  States  was  mtule  bj  a  people  wise  enoagb  to  sea  this, 
•nd  the;  said  in  their  goTOmment  religion  shouldn't  he  hammered  at  all  bj  politl- 
dans,  bnt  that  aa  the  pei^le  were  cirillf  &ee  the;  ehoold  be  religiously  Iree,  and  so 
tUa  GoTemment  itarl«d,  lo  the  astonishment  of  all  cbrlstcndom. 

"This  Ohio  law  that  so  tickles  manj  of  the  Ohio  doctors,  Georgia  enacted  a  long 
time  ago— everj  practitioner  thonld  be  a  graduate.  Immediately  all  sorts  of  Trus- 
tees to  all  sorts  of  Institntions  were  chartered,  who  made  all  sorts  of  Realties,  sod 
diplomas  were  as  plenty  as  old  clothes  in  slop-shops,  and  about  as  good  and  as 
cheap.  Regnlai  medicine  r«ceiTed  a  blow  by  that  law  that  it  will  nerer  rerover 
ftom  in  that  Stale.  The  law  made  all  sorts  of  qoackery  not  only  legal  but  re- 
qwctable — respectable  like  liqoor  shops— because  sanctioned  and  protected  by  law  I 

"One  fellow  opened  a  college  there,  and  filled  all  the  professorships  himself;  held 
commencements  opened  by  prayer,  and  closed  by  benediction  in  the  most  fashionably 
approred  style.  The  graduated  were  'charged'  to  the  brim  'upon  that  occaslOD,' 
and  bore  away  their  diplomas  in  triumph.  It  is  devoutly  to  be  wished  that  hen- 
after,  should  any  legislative  H.  D,  essay  to  tinker  with  the  profeauon  of  medicine, 
that  he  would  take  a  fit — to  the  dismay  and  utter  constetoatiun  of  bis  'fellow- 
servanU'  of  the  'people.'  " 

Dr.  a.  C.  Whits,  of  Springfield,  Tennessee,  (fitcfimond  and  Lou- 
inilte  Medical  Jomttat,  ApiU),  mentions  the  case  of  a  nogreBS,  thirty- 
fiiar  years  of  age,  vho  has  given  birth  to  twenty-foar  children. 

The  Leoiblatcre  of  Minneeota  paesed  a  law,  March  4th,  deter- 
mining the  qualifications  of  those  who  are  permitted  to  engage  in  med- 
ical or  surgical  practice  in  that  State.  The  law  is,  in  some  respects, 
an  improvement  apon,  while  in  the  main,  similar  to  the  Ohio  law. 
This  whole  qnestion  of  medical  legislation  has  not,  as  yet,  been  ao 
thoroughly  canvassed  in  our  State  societies  and  la  our  journals,  that 
the  profession  have  arrived  at  any  community  of  opinion  as  to  what 
sort,  if  any,  legislation  would  be  both  just  and  practicable.  Only  the 
other  day,  we  read  in  one  of  our  foreign  exchanges  of  a  fellow  in  New 
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Zealand,  calling  himaelf  a  honuBopa^ic  doctor  in  Tirtae  of  a  diploma 
conferred  upon  him  in  ab»mti&,  b;  a  Philadelphia  hoin<Bopathio  sohool, 
throngh  a  London  agent  of  the  diploma-pedlars,  for  the  trifling  cob* 
dderation  of  fifty  ponnds,  who  was  arreatod  and  fined  ten  pounds  and 
eoBta,  for  practicing  without  "being  duly  qnalifled  and  registered." 
Now,  a  general  medical  law  for  the  United  Btatea,  which  would  be  as 
stringent  as  this  which  prevaila  in  a  British  colony,  would  be  a  great 
blessing  to  the  people  and  to  the  profession. 

An  Ohio  cortespoDdent  makes  the  following  Buggestioa:  Allow 
me  to  suggest  to  your  subscribers  that  they  can  bind,  and  thereby  pre- 
serve their  medical  journals,  with  no  expense  and  but  little  trouble,  by 
procuring  tiom  a  tinner  strips  of  thin  brass  or  copper,  (tin  is  too  brit- 
tle), about  six  inches  long  by  one-fourth  of  an  inch  wide,  then  bend- 
ing it  double  so  as  to  make  a  shoulder  in  the  middle,  the  two  ends 
meeting;  then  with  the  pointed  blade  of  your  knife  punch  two  holes 
through  the  journal,  one  near  the  upper  and  one  near  the  lower  mar- 
gin, pass  a  strip  through  each  hole;  then  on  the  receiptof  every  jour- 
nal, attach  it  to  those  already  accnmulaled,  taming  down  the  ends  of 
the  strips  each  time,  until  the  end  of  the  year,  when  the  ends  of  the 
strips  can  easily  be  fastened.  A  volume  will  thus  have  been  preserved 
— not  neat,  but  in  a  form  handy  for  reference  and  as  replete  with  good 
practical  suggestions  as  any  of  the  standard  octavos.  For  fifteen  years 
past,  I  have  thus  preserved  all  my  medioal  periodicals,  and  I  find  this 
part  of  my  library  quite  as  useful  and  more  interesting  than  any  other. 

JaU£S  Wakcsop,  Esq.,  F.  B.  S.,  who  died  in  London  last  Febru- 
ary, in  his  eighty -seventh  year,  won  his  first  professional  fame  as  an 
oculist;  but  will  be  especially  remembered  as  having,  in  a  work  on 
aneurism,  proposed  tfaing  the  artery  on  the  distal  side  of  the  anenris-  Ju 
mal  tumor,  and  having  successfully  carried  this  into  practice :  Prof. 
Valentine  Mott,  so  states  the  Britith  Medical  Joarnal,  said  that  this 
improvement  had  conferred  on  Wsrdrop  the  highest  honor  and  the 
most  lasting  fame. 

Db.  AlxxahdxR  H.  STKTIiNS,  One  of  the  most  eminent  of  Ameri- 
can physicians,  who  died  in  New  York  on  the  30th  of  last  March, 
was  eighty  years  of  age. 

A  Medical  Jouhnal,  we  learn  from  the  Michigan  Univernty  Mag- 
axine,  will  probably  be  established  by  the  Faculty  of  the  Medioal  Ds- 
partment  of  the  University.  ,  ~  . 
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PboloNOID  Akvria. — OaBeB  of  lappreBflioD  of  th«  urinary  secre- 
tion,  as  ID  cholers,  peraisting  for  weeta  aod  mODtha,  are  Dot  frequent^ 
and  their  rarity  eqnaU  their  gravity, 

A  woman  of  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  married,  but  childless,  after 
fire  months'  suffering  from  amenorrboea  and  l«acorrh<sa,  consolted  Dr. 
Oallina,  because  she  had  not  poaeed  urine  for  twenty-four  hours.  Ca- 
theterism  ouly  yielded  a  few  drops  of  ooffee-colored  liquid,  and  for 
the  succeeding  eight  days  no  more  of  it  appeared.  Applications  of 
leeches  to  the  perineum,  nitrate  of  urea  internally,  and  warm  hatha 
were  administered  up  to  the  twenty-fiflh  day.  No  effect  having  been 
produced,  the  patient  conanlted  Dr.  Albertini,  at  the  Milan  Hospital, 
who,  after  two  hoars'  minute  examination,  found  absolutely  no  lesion 
to  explain  this  failure  of  secretion,  nor  any  alteration  resulting  from 
it.  Her  general  health  had  suffered  in  no  respect.  Prof.  Bodolph 
being  called  into  consaltatiou,  considered  that  the  suppression  was  due 
to  amenorthoaa.  Emmenagogues  were  administered,  and  the  menses 
appeared.  At  the  same  time,  six  hundred  grammes  of  urine  were- 
extracted  by  catheterism  on  the  forty-third  day,  and  the  normal  seore- 
tion  became  established  without  the  least  injury  to  health. — Gazette 
Midicale  de  Lombardia. 

VrviBECTiOM. — The  subject  of  vivisection  has  again  been  brought 
on  the  tapit,  owing  to  some  remarks  made  by  Prof.  Bernard,  in  the 
fourth  of  his  present  course  of  lectures  at  the  College  de  France.  In 
this,  after  pointing  out  the  reqoiremente  of  a  properly  conducted 
school  of  physiologT,  and  after  snowing  how  well  those  requirements 
are  fulfilled  in  K&hne's  laboratory  at  Amsterdam,  and  Ludwig's  in 
Leipsic,  in  each  of  which,  admirable  arrsngement«  are  made  for  vin- 
section,  physiological  chemistry,  and  histology,  he  goes  on  to  remark 
that,  as  we  can  not  adopt  the  plan  of  the  physicians  of  the  time  of 
Henry  II — who  when  the  King  had  received  his  death-blow  in  the  eye 
from  the  lance  of  Montmorency,  coolly  performed  the  same  experiment 
on  four  convicts  who  had  committed  capital  crimes,  and  were  thus 
enabled  to  study  the  effects  at  their  leisure — we  must  impress  animals 
into  our  service,  amongst  which  dogs,  rabbits  and  frogs,  are  the  most 
available.  He  admits  on  one  occasion  having  operated  on  an  ape, 
bat  never  repeated  the  experiment,  the  cries  and  gestures  of  the  ani- 
mal  too  closely  resembling  those  of  man.  As  the  Pall  Malt  Oa- 
tette  remarks,  M.  C.  Bernard  expatiates  on  this  subject  with  a  com- 
placency which  reminds  us  of  Peter  the  Great,  who  wishing,  while  at 
Stockholm,  to  see  the  wheel  in  action,  quietly  offered  one  of  his  suite 
AS  the  patient  to  be  broken  on  it.  Our  own  opinion  has  long  been 
made  up  on  the  point.  We  consider  vivisection  coBstitutea  a  le^ti- 
mate  mode  of  inquiry,  when  it  is  adopted  to  obtain  a  satisfactory  solu- 
tion of  a  question  that  has  been  fsiriy  discussed,  and  can  be  solved  by 
no  other  means;  but  even  then  it  should  be  conducted  with  as  little 
pain  to  the  animal  as  it  is  possible  to  inflict,  and  the  cases  are  rare 
where  chloiofbrm  can  not  m  employed,  at  least  for  the  first  incisions. 

We  hold,  that  for  the  mere  purpose  of  curiosity,  or  to  exhibit  tct  a 
class   what  may  be  rendered  equally,  if  not  far  more,  intelligible  "bj 
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diAgrsms,  or  may  be  aBcertained  b;  sstraDomioal  iaTsetigation  dt  indno- 
tiOD,  viviaectJon  is  wholly  iodefeosible,  and  is  alike  alien  to  the  feeling! 
and  humaDity  of  the  ohriBtian,  the  gentleman, and  the  physician. — Lan- 
cet, April  10th,  1869. 

Greasote  in  Typhoid  Fevui. — M.  P^holter,  of  NCoatpellier,  has 
been  conducting  a  aeries  of  interesting  researches  on  the  action  of  cre- 
asote  ia  typhoid  fever.  Conceiving  the  disease  to  be  one,  lotia»  tub- 
$Uintia,  depending  on  certain  changes  in  the  blood  caased  by  the  action 
of  an  organized  ferment  which  draws  from  the  blood  the  materials 
necessary  for  ite  nutrition,  and  exhales  those  thrown  off  by  its  deoom- 
posi^on,  M.  Pecholier  has  been  led  to  employ  creasote  as  an  autifer- 
mentive  agent.  Sixty  patients,  at  Uie  HdpiW  St  Eloi,  were  chosen 
as  the  subjects  of  the  experiment.  Every  dav,  a  draught,  contain- 
ing three  drops  of  oreasote,  two  of  essence  of  lime,  ninety  grammes 
of  water,  asd  thirty  grammes  of  orange-flower  water,  was  administered 
to  the  patients.  At  Uie  same  time  enemata  were  given,  containing  from 
three  to  five  drops  of  creasote.  U.  Pecholier  states,  aa  the  result  of 
his  experiments,  that  creasote  employed  in  weak  doses,  either  in 
draughts,  injections,  or  in  the  form  of  vapor,  at  the  ontaet  of  typhoid 
fever,  acts  {>owerl\tlly  in  diminishing  the  intensity  of  the  disease,  and 
shortening  its  duration.  M.  P6choTter  adds,  that  the  employment  of 
the  remedy  as  a  prophylactic  agent  tn  schools,  garrisons,  hospitals,  &e., 
during  epidemics,  would  be  of  extreme  efficacy. — LanMt,  April,  1869. 

Ova  Indiana  readers  will  please  remember  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  State  Medical  Society,  on  Tuesday,  the  18th  of  Hay.  We  hope  to 
see  a  larger  gathering  than  ever  of  the  men  who  love  truth,  and  science, 
and  humanity.  Let  the  profession  of  the  State  make  it  their  Society, 
and  worthy  of  them. 

Fob  Sale. — An  order  for  an  artificial  limb. 

LOCATION    FOK    SALE 

ImO|(toB,aMi7  0<nuitT,lii<liMU.    Tlili  t1IU(*  ii  fttnUtd  «  tlw  NittiMl  BomI,  ud  bkt  tkt 
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OOHFORTABLE  ONB  STORY  PKAMB  H0D8E  OF  SIX  ROOMS. 

OZLLAB  AXD  OTFIOX  ATTAOEUi, 

mp,  StaAU,  Wood-Hoii*  sad  stligr  nt-homa 
'eu  Tmt,  Qivt*  TioM,  OwiMM,  O«o«barri 

TO    A.    PXX'K'aiCtlA.ZT, 

I  will  itaM  that  thti  li  a  gsod  Ssld  for  prutl«.  I  bite  occnpM  It  tmBtf-aM  jmn.  Wsll-to- 
ftratn,  cODd  M7.  food  priOH.  Ktun  focHlUai,  foliif  «Mi.  I«niv,(Hlk  TTnilil  ml^Mi 
tai  vUd  bod  In  Iowa.  AddrsH, 

DD.    i.    LEWIS, 

T»j\X.  OOSKN,  UFDtANA. 
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Thultwlll  be  Ken  tint  If  msB  hujiuiioiii  which  Impel  him  tothn  d«tnictlon<>r  mma.  If 
I  b*  Ihg  ODlj  Miimiil  who,  dHplalng  bit  natunl  iuhbi  of  ktluk  wid  dri»n»^  bu  deTliod  new 
eua  of  deetrncllon,  he  li  eteo  Ibe  unlj  enlnwl  who  bu  the  dealn,  or  Ibe  power,  lo  trilcn  the 
ffeilngi  of  bli  lallinr  ciCluni,  and  In  whnin  Ihs  co-eilateDce  of  reiwiii  ud  beneTolBDCc  ittMW 
moni  u  well  u  an  Intelleciuiil  gnpeiiorllT.— OUTH'  OuncAL  MiDIaiin. 


INDIANAPtftilS,  JUNE,  1869. 


ON  OBSTINATE  HICCOUGH. 
BT  J.   W.  UOOBUAN,  H.  D.,  HAHDIN8BUR0,  ET. 

Hiccgagh,  though  always  viewed  as  a  mere  Bymptom,  would  seem 
to  have  as  much  right  to  a  separate  consideration  as  many  other  affec- 
tions of  a  symptomatio  nature. 

Stills,  in  hie  justly  celebrated  work  on  Materia  Medica,  says: 

"Sieeup,  it  it  well  known,  U  eometimes  exceeding  obetiDute,  and  cases  of  its 
Altai  termination  have  been  recorded." 

Within  the  past  few  years,  several  cases  of  severe  hiccough,  inde- 
pendent of  any  other  affection,  save  the  disordered  state  of  the  nerv- 
ooB  system,  which  is  part  and  parcel  of  the  affection,  have  come  under 
my  notice. 

By  some  mishap,  the  ftill  notes  of  the  cases  have  been  mislaid  or 
lost,  and  I  will  be  compelled  to  draw  on  my  memory  for  the  facts  in 
the  single  case  which  I  shall  report. 

Hiss  E ,  aged  about  twenty  years,  of  weakly  habit  and  of  nerv- 
ous temperament,  rather  anemic,  had  been  suffering  with  menstrual 
derangement,  fVom  which,  however,  she  had  been  free  for  about  six 
weeks.  Her  appetite  had  been  poor  for  some  time,  and  the  bowels 
irere  habitually  constipated. 

Some  time  in  July,  of  1866,  I  was  called  to  see  her,  and  found  Ber 
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hicaongfaing  oontiniull;  at  the  rate  of  fifty-six  to  the  minat«.  The 
continuoas  diaphragmatic  action  iaterfered  materially  with  respiration ; 
the  catamenial  discharge  had  beSD  natural  in  quantity  and  qnali^ 
two  weeks  before;  the  pulse  was  irrcgalkr,  weak  and  soft — eighty  to 
ninety  to  the  minute;  tongue  moist  and  flahhy,  indicative  of  anemia; 
no  appetite;  thirst  coDtinned;  the  quantity  of  any  liquid  swallowed 
was  small,  owing  to  the  violent  regurgitant  action  of  the  hiccough; 
skin  moist  and  cool;  extremities  below  natural  temperatore;  slight 
nausea;  bowels  constipated  for  several  days  past.    Ordered 

■     R.    BbeiPulT. 

Ext.  ColiKjnlh  Cotnp.  aa  gte.  v. 

To  be  given  every  fourth  hour  until  bowels  were  moved  freely. 
Eighteen  hours  afterward,  her  bowels  not  being  moved,  she  was  or- 
dered an  enema,  which  brought  awly  a  copious  stool  of  hardened 
fecal  matter;  no  abatement  of  the  hiccough;  has  had  no  sleep  for 
forty-eight  hours  past. 

Ordered  one-fifth  grain  morphia  every  two  hours  until  rest  was 
obtained.  For  twelve  hours  she  took  the  morphia  as  directed,  and 
not  inducing  sleep,  the  dose  was  increased  to  one-third  of  a  grain. 
On  inquiry,  I  learned  that  heretofere  sh^  had  been  extremely  susoepti- 
hie  to  the  infiueoce  of  opiates.  The  third  dose  after  increaaing  pro- 
duced a  kind  of  stupor,  from  which  she  was  aroused  by  the  slightest 
noise.  The  hiccough  coatinued  without  abatement  during  the  stupor. 
Almost  the  whole  list  of  antispasmodics  was  tried,  but  availed  nothing. 

On  the  fifth  day,  she  complained  of  soreness  over  the  epigastrium, 
and  the  hiccough  caused  intense  pain.  The  tongue  became  dry  and 
cracked  in  the  centre  and  of  a  fiery  red  at  tip  and  edges;  stomach 
extremely  irritable  and  would  retain  nothing;  thirst  was  insatiable, 
but  liquids  were  retained  no  longer  than  it  took  to  drink  them;  they 
were  not  vomited,  as  there  was  no  retching,  but  simply  regurgitated  in 
small  quantities  at  each  act  of  hiccough.  Pressure  over  epigastrium 
caused  much  pain.  Ordered  blister  to  epigastrium,  four  by  six  ioches, 
to  be  dressed  with  morphia  and  kept  open  for  several  days.  Ice  to  be 
swallowed  in  small  lumps  ad  libilum,  and  a  simple  enema  every  third 
day,  to  remove  any  accumulation  of  fecal  matter. 

On  the  seventh  day,  the  hiccough  was  reduced  thirty-seven  to 
forty  per  minute;  and  from  the  ninth  to  the  eleventh,  there  was  an 
intermission  of  twenty-four  hours,  during  which  time  she  rested  well, 
sleep  being  sound  and  refreshing.    The  tongue  again  became  moist; 
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soreneea  disappeared  f^om  tbe  epigaetriam  to  some  extant,  and  the 
thirst  was  macli  more  tolerable. 

An«r  an  intermiBaioa  of  tventy-foor  boots,  the  hlccongh  returned 
fifty-aix  to  the  minute,  and  continued  for  fonr  days  without  intermis- 
aion.     Baring  this  time,  she  took  the  following  prescription: 
fi.    ABsfaetfds,  grs.  zzx, 
CreMOle,  gOe.  tI. 
K.  ft.  piL  Vo.  tL 
Sig.    One  to  be  given  eTery  foarth  hoar. 

At  same  time,  she  took  three  gruns  enlphate  qninlue,  three  times 
daily. 

On  the  fifth  day  after  commencing  this  treatment,  and  fifteenth  from 
date  of  attack,  the  hiocongh  ceased,  and  did  not  recur  again  with  suf- 
ficient sererity  to  attract  attention. 

She  oonTalesced  slowly,  and  is  still  very  nerrons. 

Snbaeqaently,  (summer  of  1868),  she  had  another  attack  of  a  ner- 
vous character.  Being  absent,  I  was  not  called  to  treat  the  case,  and 
am  not  aware  of  its  exact  nature. 

She  is  now,  (March,  186{t),  sufferiDg  with  exophthalmic  goitre, 
or  Basedow's  disease. 

The  causes  of  idiopathic  hiccongb  are  very  obscure,  having  their 
origin,  undoubtedly,  in  the  nerTous  system. 

Jones,  (^Functional  Kervout  Ditordert,  page  246),  refers  it  to  obscure 
nervous  disorder,  "such  as  is  loosely  called  hyUerical,"  and  to  mala- 
rial infection.     Of  the  latter  class,  he  cites  a  case  recorded  by  Widah 

"The  patient  mbb  admitted  Bt  first,  safferiag  under  the  conseqaence  of  cerebral 
congestion.  Fire  or  uz  daja  after  having  committed  excess  in  drinktog,  be  wa» 
seized  with  violent  hiccough,  the  incessant  tpasms  of  which  compelled  him  to  re- 
main in  bed,  and  rraitled  all  treatment  by  antispasmodics.  Tbe  hiccough  was  so 
intense  and  noisy,  that  it  was  heard  outside  the  hospital.  Tbe  number  of  diaphrag- 
matic contractions  reached  flfly-ftve  to  the  minute,  aad  their  energy  was  so  great 
that  all  the  muscles  of  the  trunk  participated  in  them.  There  was  'considerable 
dyspntea,  short  inspirations,  red  face,  whit*  tongae,  loathing  of  all  kinds  of  food, 
pulse  small — elfbty. 

"Opii  gr.  one-sixth,  was  given  every  two  hoars,  and  a  blister  to  the  epigas- 
trium was  dreesed  with  morphia,  but  no  improvement  ensued.  The  patient  bad  no 
sleep  and  his  strength  was  biting.  hX  last,  quiaiae  in  pretty  Aill  doses  was  giren, 
which  speedily  pnt  an  end  to  the  disorder,  after  it  had  lasted  aineteea  days." 

Jones  (pp.  ctf.)  thinks  the  seat  of  the  disorder  central,  but  thinks 
it  difficult  to  say  precisely  what  nervous  centre  is  affected;  thinks 
it  is  about  the  origin  of  the  fouitb  cervical  nerve.    Copland  ascribes 
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it  to  irriUtioB  of  pbTeDio  neire.  WiUUmB  (PrineipUio/  Medxcim,  pagv 
126),  ascribes  it  to  irritation  of  the  mednHk  oblongaU.  Bomterg  deniw 
that  the  phrenic  nerre  has  any  agency  in  producing  it.  He  thinks  it  is 
cansed  by  refiex  irritation  originating  in  the  alimentary  oanal,  lirer  or 
nterue,  but  admits  that  it  is  aometimes  eaased  by  disoidev  of  nervous 
centres.  From  my  own  observations,  I  am  inclined  t<^  think  it  origin- 
ates in  disorder  of  the  nerrous  centres  constituting  a  true  n«tiro«if, 
while  I  can  not  doubt  that  many  cases  can  be  traced  to  the  causes' 
enumerated  by  Romberg. 

As  to  the  treatment  of  non-malariovs  cases,  the  various  antispas- 
modics are  of  use;  and  of  these,  aaafoetida  and  valerian  have  been  of 
more  serrice  to  me  than  any  others.  In  mild  cases,  mental  infiuence, 
as  sudden  fright  or  withdrawing  the  attention  by  interesting  coaversa' 
tion,  may  prove  effectual.  In  the  case  reported  as  coming  under  my 
observation,  swallowing  pounded  ice  formed  bo  unimportant  part  of  the 
treatment.  Every  one  is  familiar  with  tbe  domestic  remedy  so  often 
prescribed— drink  as  much  cold  water  as  posaibl*  between  inspirations. 
Cmveilhier  mentions  two  oases  treated  succesefuUy  in  this  way.  A 
more  pleasant  domestic  remedy  is  a  drachm  of  refined  sugar  in  powder, 
to  be  swallowed  at  once.  This  is  especially  useful  in  hicaongh,  which 
infants  are  subject  to'from  over-feeding,  (StilU  Mat.  Med.,  volume  I, 
page  352.)  An  onnce  of  sherry  wine,  taken  without  dilution,  will 
■ometimes  put  a  stop  to  a  troublesome  hiccough.  I  have  found  this 
useful  in  hiccough  oocnrring  in  inebriates  while  passing  irom  under 
the  influence  of  alcoholic  liquor.  It  may  not  be  amiss  to  state  that 
stimulants  were  used  in  the  case  reported;  principally,  however,  ethe- 
real, and  although  partially  under  tbe  anesthetic  influence  of  chloro- 
form, tbe  hiccough  was  not  abated.  Jones  cites  a  ease  cured  by  tak- 
ing three  ounces  of  blood  from  the  foot.  He  thinks  we  should  mingle 
with  our  treatment  as  much  of  the  "medicina  mentis"  as  possible. 
Williams  mentions  hydrocyanic  acid  as  a  very  efficacious  remedy. 
Stille  speaks  of  cajuput  as  a  remedy  of  marked  utility  in  some  caacs. 

In  malarious  cases  the  treatment  is  obvious.  Stille  speaks  of  such 
a  case  after  resisting  all  ordinary  methods  of  treatment,  yielded  t«  a 
single  dose  of  twelve  grains  of  quinine. 

Throughout  tbe  treatment,  the  mind  of  the  patient  should  be 
diverted  as  much  as  possible  from  the  contemplation  of  its  ills.  Even 
in  bodily  disorder,  it  is  well  known  that  the  mind  exercises  much  influ- 
ence for  good  or  ill,  and  in  cases  where  the  whole  nervous  system  is, 
ss  it  were,  nnstmng,  the  influence  is  much  more  noticeable. 
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The  ideft  is  prevalent  among  the  anedncKted,  that  hiocoagh  k 
^alwajB  a  BigD  of  approaching  disBolution,  and  heing  commanicated  to 
the  patient,  will  do  much  toward  lengthening  the  case,  which  might 
■eventoally  end  in  death  from  pure  ezhanstion.  Such  tattling  busy- 
bodies  should  'always  be  exoluded  ttota  the  siok  chamber  if  possible. 


KARE  CASE  OF  MIDWIFERY,  IK  WHICH  THERE  WAS  PRO- 
TRUSION  OF  THE  OS  UTERI  EXTERIOR  TO  THE  VULVA, 
DURING  LABOR,  AND  PREVIOUS  TO  PARTURITION. 

BY   0.   8.    UCeCROFT,    U.   D.,   CIMCINMATI,   OHIO. 

Was  called  this  momiog,  January  2d,  1867,  at  seven  o'clock,  to 

«ee  Mrs.  S ,  aged  thirty-five  years,  of  nervous -sanguine  temper- 

Muent,  of  active  habits  and  general  good  health,  in  labor  with  her 
fourth  child. 

The  membranes  had  been  spontaneously  ruptured  four  days  pre- 
vious, f^om  which  time  autil  ten  o'clock  last  night,  she  had  no  pain 
of  a  serious  character;  but  from  then  until  I  saw  her,  thought  she 
was  in  active  labor,  and  more  decidedly  bo  for  the  last  three  hours, 
having  strong  "bearing  down  pains."  She  had  been  waited  on  during 
the  night  previous  by  a  German  midwife,  who  told  me  "  the  labor  did 
not  advance  as  it  should  on  account  of  there  being  a  good  deal  of 
swelling  of  the  privates."  Upon  making  an  examination  by  the  touch, 
the  statement  of  the  midwife  appeared  to  be  correct,  but  on  meeting 
an  obstacle  which  seemed  to  he  great  swelling  of  the  external  and 
internal  labia,  had  much  difficulty  in  bringing  my  finger  in  contact 
with  the  head  of  the  ohild.  The  bead  was  low  down  in  the  pelvis  and 
pressing  firmly  against  the  perineum,  and  I  thought  at  this  time  was 
«xtruded  entirely  beyond  the  oe  uteri,  as  no  part  of  it  Could  be  reached 
by  the  touch  in  any  direction  that  I  could  detect.  There  was  also 
present  that  puffy  condition  of  the  scalp  of  the  child,  forming  a  tumor, 
presenting  itself  at  what  appeared  to  be  the  orifice  of  the  vagina. 
'the  swelling  of  the  scalp  was  such  as  is  frequently  met  with  when  the 
bead  of  the  child  has  been  detained  for  a  considerable  time  by  rigidity 
of  the  external  parts. 

Having  at  first  fallen  into  the  same  error  as  the  midwife  in  respect 
to  the  swelling  externally,  waited  a  sufficient  length  of  time  before 
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makiag  Another  examination,  witb  the  expectation  that  atrong  expul- 
eive  efforts  vould  eoon  relieve  the  patient.  On  making  the  eecond 
examinatioB,  no  perceptible  change  eonld  be  noticed,  although  th« 
paine  were  strong  and  frequent.  This  absence  of  change  induced  me 
to  make  a  more  thorough  examination  of  the  externar  organs,  which 
I  had  at  first  thought  to  be  an  anusnall;  swollen  condition  of  the 
nymphse,  so  much  so  that  the  anterior  portion  protruded  at  least  an 
inch  or  inch  and  &  half  through  and  beyond  the  exteroal  labia  at  the 
superior  commissure,  the  protrusion  becoming  less  on  each  side  toward 
the  posterior  commissure,  until  it  was  quite  natural  at  this  part.  The 
protruded  portion  had  a  puckered  feel  so  as  to  resemble  a  frill  around 
the  anterior  part  of  the  vulva,  and  was  cedematons.  Introducing  the 
finger  between  what  I  had  regarded  the  mucous  fold  of  the  internal 
and  external  labia,  to  my  great  astonishment  the  connecting  tissue  was 
wanting,  and  the  finger  passed  readily  between  the  puckered  fold 
and  external  labia  without  resiatance,  far  under  the  pubes,  and  was 
easily  carried  round  to  the  posterior  commisaure  on  either  side,  reveal- 
ing the  true  condition  present,  and  that  which  I  had  at  first  sapposed 
to  be  a  swollen  and  (edematous  state  of  the  internal  labia,  waa  a  pro- 
truded, puckered  and  (edematous  os  and  cervix  uteri,  wedged  firmly 
between  the  pubes  and  presenting  head  of  the  child,  thns  pressing, 
accommodating  and  retaining  it  so  as  to  give  it  the  exact  feel  of  the 
internal  labia  much  swelled,  protruded  and  aedematou9. 

Having  asoertained  the  real  condition,  the  following  method  was 
adopted  to  remedy  it : 

While  the  patient  lay  upon  her  back,  the  right  hand  was  intro- 
duced through  the  protruding  os  and  cervix  uteri,  during  the  absence 
of  pain,  and  the  head  of  the  child  gently  pressed  up  above  the  pubes, 
by  the  end  of  the  separated  finger  and  thumb,  where  it  remained  long 
enough  for  me  to  grasp  the  mouth  and  neck  of  the  womb  and  return 
them  through  the  labia  and  vagina  to  their  proper  position.  Afl«r 
this  much  was  accomplished,  in  the  absence  of  pain,  pressure  in  an 
upward  direction  was  constantly  applied  to  the  os  and  cervix  uteri  by 
rotating  the  hand  with  the  fingers  and  thumb  separat«d,  as  if  pushing 
the  OS  and  neck  over  the  child's  head.  During  pain,  the  child's  head 
was  constantly  held  above  the  pubes  with  the  fingers  and  thumb  out- 
side of  the  uterine  neck.  About  an  hour's  unremitting  attention  was 
required  for  the  reduction  of  the  mal-position  described.  From  the 
commencement  of  the  manipulation  until  the  parts  were  brought  into 
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tiieir  natural  relation,  the  patient  found  herself  very  muoh  benefited, 
and  often  exclaimed,  "Doctor,  yon  ar«  relieriDg  me  so  mnch." 

Aft«r  the  parte  were  returned  to  their  proper  place  and  retained, 
die  labor  progressed  naturally.  The  08  uteri,  after  reduction  and  hav- 
ing its  normal  situation  to  the  child's  head,  was  dilated  to  about  an 
inch  and  a  half  or  two  inohes  in  diameter.  The  ohild  was  born  dead, 
M  it  evidently  had  been  for  some  days  previous  to  birth,  as  it  was  in 
an  advanced  state  of  decomposition.  I  attended  this  patient  in  her 
confinement  previous  to  this  one,  when  there  was  no  complication  of 
any  kind,  nor  had  there  been,  she  said,  during  any  other  of  her  con- 
finements. 

Not  having  seen  any  case  of  this  description  reported  in  the  jour- 
nala  or  elsewhere,  and  not  leaving  the  ease  to  its  own  destiny,  so  aa  to 
ascertain  how  it  would  terminate,  the  following  question  presented 
itself  to  my  mind:  If  it  had  not  been  recogniBed  and  relieved,  what 
might  have  been  the  result  to  the  patient?  I  think  one  or  any  of  the 
three  following  results  would  have  occurred,  namely ;  IKnt — Inver- 
sion of  the  uterus.  Second — Ruptnre  of  the  organ;  or.  Third — A 
cutting  off  the  cervix  immediately  behind  the  os.  I  will  venture  one 
more  question :  Has  not  this  condition  occurred  in  other  cases  where 
it  has  not  been  recognized,  and  been  the  cause  of  the  three  complica- 
tions above  named?  

The  above  very  interesting  report  IVom  Dr.  Muscrofl,  absence  in 
New  Orleans  prevented  our  seeing  until  just  before  it  was  placed  in 
the  printer's  hands;  and  hence,  we  have  not  had  the  opportunity  of 
consulting  the  literature  of  the  subject  to  any  great  extent.  Never- 
theless, the  few  references  to  accidents  similar  to  that  which  tho  Doc- 
tor recounts,  we  have  met  in  a  hurried  and  partial  search,  we  proceed 
,  to  give : 

Boivin  and  Duges,  (tome  I,  page  93),  state  that  in  some  cases  of 
prolapsus  uteri  in  pregnancy,  "  the  womb  has  remained  partly  within 
and  partly  without  the  basin,  even  to  the  termination  of  gestation; 
such  was  the  case  of  Wagner  and  that  of  Chopart.  The  suffering  and 
inconvenience  in  such  cases  would  he  great;  nevertheless,  in  both  these 
cases,  the  termination  was,  by  the  aids  of  ftrt,  conjoined  with  the  natu- 
ral efforts,  favorable,  even  without  obtaining  reduction  of  the  dis- 
placed organ,  for  that  had  become  impossible." 

Jacquemier,  Matmel  des  AccouckeTnents,  tome  II,  page  191,  says; 
"  Harvey  reports  the  case  of  a  woman  whose  uterus  was  completely  pro- 
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UpMd,  delivend  at  foil  term  without  uaistaooe;  bat  ehe  died  bbIim- 
qnentl/.  In  »  nmilcr  cue,  Portal  dilated  the  ob  uteri  with  his  fingen, 
aod  remoTod  a  liring  child,  the  mother.  recoTering.  Fabricina  euo- 
oeeded  limilarly  in  a  oa«e  of  complete  prolapse.  There  are  Beveral 
recent  obBerTationa  similar  to  theae.  Derenter  has  eeen  the  head  and 
neek  of  the  faitoB  enveloped  bj  the  ntems,  escape  completely  from  the 
peWio  cavity.  In  the  oases  of  Dachemin  and  Pielsch,  the  expulsion 
of  foetus  did  not  take  place  nntil  rents  ocoorred  in  the  aterine  oeoh 
after  several  days'  labor." 

Courty,  Traits  Pratique  dei  MaladUi  de  V  XlUnu  et  de  k$  An- 
mm,  page  739,  uses  the  following  langnage  in  speaking  of  the  import- 
ance of  attempting  reduction  in  a  case  of  prolapsed  uteme:  "The 
■welling  coQseqnent  upon  congestion  saperveniag  in  the  tumor,  or  re- 
■olting  fVom  inflammation,  or  from  constriction  at  the  vnlval  ring,  is 
not  the  only  reason  why  the  practitioner  should  be  prompt  in  attempt- 
ing rednotion.  A  still  stronger  reason  is  the  complication  of  preg- 
nanoy.  Although,  in  this  case,  the  irreducible  uterus  may  be  sup- 
ported by  a  suitable  bandage  so  that  it  shall  complete  its  development, 
and  expel  a  liring  ftetns  f^om  its  cavity,"  Ac.,  &o. 

The  Lancet,  April  18th,  1846,  qaot«s  the  following  case  from  the 
Britith  Amtriean  Journal: 

"lo  April,  1829,  aoegro  woman  wu  bikeii  in  labor.  She  was  about  fortj 
7«an  of  age,  of  good  coDstitnUon,  the  mother  of  gcveral  children,  nnd,  «>  tkr  as  ta 
known,  not  lubjwt  to  any  prevtoai  prolapiuB  or  other  diseaaeof  the  womb.  Some- 
tbtng  unusual  and  anomalon*  having  occurred  during  the  progress  of  the  labor,  Dr. 
Hariis  wai  lent  for.  He  found  her,  on  bis  arrival,  in  the  following  condition: 
She  wM  lying  on  her  back,  with  the  whole  gravid  uterus  between  her  thighs,  re- 
tained onlj  b7  the  ligaments,  which  were  much  stretched,  bat  not  raptured,  and 
discharging  IVoni  its  external  snrfhce  a  serous  or  tonious  fluid.  The  woman  had 
been  In  this  condition  for  about  twentj-fonr  hours.  She  had  bad  no  pain  since 
the  descent  of  the  uterus,  and  was  complaining  of  none  at  this  time  The  liquor . 
amuii  hod  been  discharged.  After  a  carefbl  eiamination,  no  motion  or  other  sign 
oT  lire  in  the  TcdIus  could  be  perceived.  The  utems  appeared  lo  be  in  a  perfectlf  qui- 
escent state,  without  vtj  disposition  to  contracL  Theos  tinCK  was  lureljr  dilated 
•ufficieultf  lo  Allow  the  introduction  of  two  fingen.  Fiuding  it  absolute';  neces- 
utj  to  relieve  her  as  soon  as  possible,  the  Doctor  proceeded  to  deliTer  her  b;  arti- 
ficial means.  Ue  opened  the  head  of  the  child  with  a  suitable  inslrument,  and 
then,  having  an  assistant  to  hold  and  support  the  ulems,  be  introduced  bis  hand, 
and  bj  careAil  traction  succeed  in  removing  its  contents.  Tbere  was  verj  litUe 
pain  during  his  manipulatiooi.  He  now  returned  the  womb,  which  bad  scarcel; 
contracted  at  all,  and  advising  the  recumbent  position,  led  her.  She  had  a  Tei7 
good  'gelling  up;'  and  two  jean  ago,  as  the  Doctor  learned,  was  in  good  health." 
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In  the  Lancet,  Marah  22d,  18KI,  ander  the  heading  On  a  Gate  of 
Labor  with  Procidentia  Uteri,  we  read  as  follows: 

•'The  irife  of  a  laborer,  who  bad  been  subject  to  a  prolapsed  state  of  the 
nteius,  and  on  one  occasion  to  a  profuse  uterine  bsemorrhage,  daring  her  preg- 
nancy, was  attended  in  her  labor,  in  November  last,  bj  Dr.  Hfnes,  tvho  foun^ 
on  examination  e,  large  Bobstance,  of  the  size  of  %  fietAl  head,  proJccCiug  from  the 
vnlra,  which,  from  its  elastic  feel,  he  at  first  thought  to  be  the  placenta.  0poD 
closer  examination,  he  discovered  an  ohlong  Aperture  capable  of  admitting  three 
fingers,  through  which  he  woe  able  to  feel  the  membranes  protruding.  The  pro- 
JecUng  tamor  he  discorered  to  be  a  targe  portion  of  the  uterus,  dragging  with  it 
the  inferior  part  of  the  bladder.  As  the  eipnlsive  pains  were  violent.  Dr.  Bjnel 
even  feared  the  inversion  of  the  whole  pelvic  contents;  he,  therefore,  without 
delaj,  ruptured  the  membranes,  and  while  maintaining  stead;  support  to  the  pT«> 
jecting  substance,  extracted  a  fcetns  of  at>ont  six  months,  which  survived  a  ftw 
hours.  Little  or  no  hicmarrhage  ensued,  and  the  patient  progressed  satis&ctoritj 
At  Qnt,  bat  having  imprudently  got  up  within  thirty-six  hours  from  the  labor,  in 
contravention  of  the  directions  of  her  medical  attendant,  she  became  delirious  and 
tbverisb,  and  sank  eight  dajs  afterward,  the  pulse,  that  '  ret  /tMaeittima,'  having 
maintained  regularity  throughout  her  fever." 

Mr.  Houghton,  Dublin  Quarterly/  Journal  of  Medical  Science,  May, 
1853,  reports  a  case  of  Prolapte  of  the  Uterua  and  Vagina  during 
Pregnancy  and  Labor: 

"  Hrs.  3 ,  acred  about  twenty-six,  was  taken  iu  labor  with  her  second  child, 

on  the  13th  November,  18S1,  4  p.  h.  The  pains  continued  feeble  and  infrequent 
till  2  t.  u.  on  the  following  day,  and  I  saw  her  aliout  four.  'The  head  prost^ted 
naturally;  the  os  uteri  was  dilated  to  the  size  of  a  crown-piece;  the  passages  were 
iBoiit;  and  the  membranea  bad  t»een  ruptured  about  twenty-four  hours  prevloosljr. 
However,  on  examining  more  carefully,  I  found  that  the  oe  uteri  was  close  to  the 
outlet;  that  the  walls  of  the  nterus,  ftom  the  margin  of  the  os  uteri  to  that  part  of 
the  titerus  against  which  the  head  of  the  child  pressed,  farmed  a  cone  about  tliree 
incbea  long,  the  apex  downwards,  as  though  the  neck  of  the  uterus  had  dilated 
simultaneously  iustead  of  tKComlug  obliterated  before  tbe  dilatation  of  the  os  com- 
menced. The  lips  of  the  os  were  exceedingly  thick,  rigid,  and  unyieldiog,  and 
indeed,  tbe  whole  of  the  cone  above  described,  presented  the  same  unyielding  char- 
acter. The  pains  were  regular  and  tolerably  strong.  As  tbe  labor  proceeded,  the 
whole  mass,  uterus  and  head,  came  down  together,  dragging  with  it  the  anterior 
vail  of  the  vagina,  and  at  length  obliterating  the  anterior  cui  icwc  of  the  vagina; 
and  the  considerable  tumor  thus  formed,  dilated  the  vulva.  The  descent  continti- 
log,  and  the  dilatation  of  the  os  nteti  hardly  progressing  at  all,  the  uterus  came  so 
low  down  that  the  anterior  lip  of  the  os  uteri  was  pushed  outside  tbe  vulva,  and 
tbe  anterior  half  of  the  os  uteri,  and  the  posterior  half  of  the  vaginal  oriSce  to- 
gether, formed  an  elliptical  opening,  through  which  tbe  head  of  the  child  could  be 
rradily  felt,  and  if  necessary,  could  have  been  seen.  Still  the  os  uteri  continued 
firm,  hard,  and  unyielding,  and  eventually  the  whole  of  the  os,  with  an  extraordi- 
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BKj  d^ut  saac«diinenm,  protmded  from  the  va^na.    Still  the  rigidity  conttnned, 
and  I  begsQ  to  loae  *U  hope  of  tbe  dilatatioa  being  effedAd  bj  nataral  means. 

"Hie  above  is  a  pretty  fur  account  of  what  took  place  until  about  eight  o'clock  , 
F.  M;  and  then  things  were  much  in  the  ttatc  described.    The  patient  being  a  pal^ 
delicate,  little  voman,  veneaectioD  ww  not  performed,  but  tartar  emetic  in  nansea- 
Mng  d«aes,  was  giien,  and  naosea  was  kept  up  for  about  three  hoars.     After  this, 
two  temples  of  landaoum  were  odmiaistered. 

"it  this  time  the  condition  of  the  patient  was  much  as  follows:  Os  oleri 
mthac  larger  than  a  Sve  shilling  piece;  caput  succedanenm  protruding  through  the 
«■;  bones  of  the  bead  pressing  on  the  margin  of  the  os,  which  was  thick,  haid, 
and  Tery  unyielding;  pains  strong;  anterior  eul  de  loc  of  vagina  obliterated  with  ^ 
«acb  pun,  and  a  disposition  for  the  whole  os  uteri  to  pass  eiiemallj  at  every  pain. 
For  some  time  after  the  landanam  was  ^ven  the  pains  became  more  moderate,  bat 
they  never  ceased,  and  at  about  tea  o'clock  they  returned  sharply,  the  os,  If  any- 
thing, showing  more  disposition  lo  dilate,  though  all  very  lirm,  hard,  and  rigid; 
and  I  had  serious  fears  that  incision  of  the  os  uteri  would  become  necessary. 

"All  thing!  considered,  I  determined  to  see  if  the  funt  hope  of  dilatation  which 
leened  to  present  lUelf,  wonid  be  realited,  and,  whilst  waiting  to  continue  tbe 
same  course  of  Ireatment  which  I  had  hitherto  adopted,  and  which  consisted  in 
preventing  the  total  inversion  of  tbe  vagina,  and  entire  protrusion  of  the  head  of 
the  child  and  nlerus  m  mant  during  each  pain,  this  accidant  threatening  with  each 
contraction  of  the  uterns,  indeed  once  happening  to  a  considerable  eitent  when  I 
had  been  late  in  watching  a  pun.  To  effect  my  purpose,  I  proceeded  in  the  fol- 
lowlDg  manner:  Having  replaced  the  uterus  and  vagina  as  well  a^  I  could,  I 
watched  carefully  for  each  pain,  and  when  it  was  about  to  commence  I  passed  the 
Angers  of  my  right  band  into  the  anterior  of  Iht  cul  de  toe  of  tbe  vagina,  and  the 
UmTpb  of  tbe  same  band  into  the  posterior  eai  de  eat;  my  Qngers  and  thumb  thna 
embraced  the  oa  nleri  and  child's  bead,  and  whilst  It  allowed  tbe  latter  to  pr«n 
against  and  dilate  tbe  former,  I  supported  tbe  whole  mass  in  its  proper  position, 
or  nearly  so;  and  thus,  as  I  conceived,  imitated  nature  to  the  best  of  my  ability 
by  keeping  the  uterus  artificially  suspended  in  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  and  main- 
tinning  a  point  of  support  to  the  uterus,  to  allow  of  the  pressure  of  tbe  child's 
bead  upon  tbe  os,  and  bence  its  further  dilatation.  For  some  time  tbe  dilatation 
continued  very  slowly,  and  I  conld  feel,  from  time  to  time,  that  some  abrasion  of 
the  anterior  and  posterior  lips  of  the  os  had  taken  pluce,  Tlie  oa  now  very  tightly 
embraced  the  hen<l,  the  poHtcrior  lip  being  softisb,  the  anterior  very  bard  and  thick. 
At  about  half-pa.'it  eleven  o'clock,  doriag  a  very  strong  pain,  and  whilal  I  was  pni^ 
■ning  the  same  plan,  1  felt  something  suddenly  give  way,  and  the  child  was  almoot 
immediately  born  alive ;  in  fact,  laceration  of  the  postorior  lip  of  the  os  uteri  had 
taken  place  U>,  I  anppoae,  an  inch  in  extent,  No  flooding  followed,  and  the  pla- 
centa came  away  without  any  difficulty,  except  that  with  it  down  came  the  uterus 
and  vagina.  Tbe  larerntion  was  then  diatinctly  seen,  and  the  whole  of  the  ot 
uteri  BwoUen  and  tumid;  this  was  easily  returned;  the  pntient  wa^,  as  might  be 
expected,  much  exhausted ;  a  stimulant  and  doae  of  opium  were  given,  and  she  was 
allowed  to  rest. 

"Kovember  IGth;  agood  deal  exhausted  and  very  sore;  countenance  good; 
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toDfnie  moist;  pulse  eigfitj— ^ft;  no  fiTer;  pused  her  water  twice,  and  had  tw« 
motioni;  no  Bwelling  or  tendemeu  in  tha  abdomea;  she  ia  in  good  apiritsj  cha 
tat  up  wben  her  bowels  were  relieved ;  the  uterua  then  came  down,  and  renjiina 
down  nowj  the  iaceratioD  and  the  abrasions  on  tM  antecior  lip  can  be  seen.  I  re- 
tamed  the  uleras,  and  deaiced  that  it  might  be  returnsd  as  often  aa  it  came  down, 
and  supported  by  a  perineal  bandage,  first,  however,  fomenting  it  well. 

"  ITth.  Some  diarrhixa  and  pain  in  the  nterna,  bat  no  distention  or  genenl 
hardnefs  of  the  abdomen;  for  this,  a  poultice  and  aome  gnj  powder,  with  Dovet'e 
powder,  was  given;  and  nnder  this  treatment  these  symptiMia  gtadnaUj  subsided. 

"On  the  2Tth,  '  the  pain  and  tenderoess  in  the  abdomen  have  quite  subsided,  and 
her  health  is  much  improved.'  To-daj,  she  told  me  that  she  was  much  neglected 
in  her  first  conBoement,  and  has  had  prolapsus  ever  since.  About  a  year  since  she 
bod  retrorcrsion  of  the  uterus,  followed  bj  a  miscarriage  at  the  fonrtb  month; 
since  this  time  her  ntems  has  descended  daily,  and  has  prolt^ted  tverg  day  during 
br  prtgnaney,  etm  to  Iht  day  of  li«r  ieUvtry,  wAffl  i(  hoU  Amh  (fotm  to  a  eontiderMt 
extent, /oramg  a  large  fumor  exiemaUg-  At  times,  she  had  considerable  dtscborge 
tiom  it,  and  was  aware  that  ulceration  existed  round  the  os.  It  bas  frequently 
been  down  as  Urge  as  her  two  fieU-,  and  although  ihe  ha*  been  a  great  sufferer 
during  pregnancy,  she  has  not  consulted  any  medical  man  about  it,  but  alloived  it 
to  progress  without  interference." 

With  these  references,  increafliog,  aa  we  hope,  the  interest  and 
instructive nesB  of  Dt.  M.'s  case,  we  leave  the  subject  for  the  present, 
merely  adding  that  his  manipulations  were,  in  some  particulars,  simi- 
lar to  those  of  Mr.  Houghton,  and  that  his  inquiry  as  to  the  poasi- 
bilitj  of  rupture  of  the  uterus,  occurring  in  such  a  complication  of 
labor,  finds  its  answer,  at  least  so  far  as  such  rupture  involves  the  neck 
of  the  organ,  tn  some  of  the  cases  quoted.  T.  P. 


"AT  WHAT  TIMES  IS  VARIOLA  CONTAGIOUS?"— (A  RE- 
PLY TO  AN  ARGUMENT.) 

BV   DR.   B'HUT,   OWENSBOBO,   KENTUCKY. 

There  are  various  opinions  held  by  medical  men,  in  regard  to  the 
above  question.  Oftentimes  we  have  been  questioned,  and  seldom 
found  that  our  precise  opinion  on  the  subject  was  entertained.  There- 
fore, as  it  is,  we  feel  inclined  to  explain  before  the  forum  of  your 
many  readers,  confident  that  our  appeal  will  be  sustained. 

We  presume  that  contagion  in  the  sick  room  exists,  prima  facie, 
at  the  same  time  when  the  disease  exists,  and  we  vould  say  more 
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pUinlj,  coDtsgMn  is  oo-eziitiHg  vith  the  disease.  Osotagion  devel- 
opcB  pragresBiTclj  ft'OH  tbe  time  of  generatieo  to  ita  ultimate  prox- 
imity. Hence,  it  can  not  be  inferred  or  admitted,  that  contagion  exists 
not  in  any  degree  dangerous  at  the  beginning,  and  commences  onlj 
with  the  eruptive  stage,  when,  desquamation  developes  and  continnes. 
Nor  does  onr  resaooing  panae  here.  The  danger  of  contagion,  per  m, 
exists  in  alt  oontagions  diseases  as  soon  as  the  disease  is  readily  diag- 
nosed, and  «ven  prior  to  that  time, 

T«  explain  onr  views  in  a  practical  manner,  let  us  suppose  a  case 
of  variola,  or  of  varioloid. 

The  very  moment  we  have  diagnosed  a  case,  and  as  such,  pro- 
nounced to  be  contagious,  we  proceed  to  prescribe  such  medicines,  dis- 
infectanta,  etc.,  as  ate  Indicated,  and  giv«  carefnl  inatmctiona  to  the 
flunily,  or  nurse,  applying  to  a  disease  of  a  contagious  nature. 

Why  we  should  be  eo  very  careful,  drcnmspect  and  guarding 
against  a  dreadful  disease,  ia  simply  because  we  apprehend  the  situa- 
tion, the  danger  impending,  and  appreciate  the  measures  instituted, 
and  to  enable  onraelveB  to  be  ^  good  serviae  to  all,  the  siclc  and  the 
lieblthy.  If  we  would  omit  all  theae  "  tittle  items "  properly  belong- 
ing to  the  mode  of  treatment,  we  would'nt  be  doing  our  duty,  and  at 
least,  would  lay  onrselves  liable  to  censure  within  our  own  mind, 
although  we  might  eacape  profeaaional  ctiticiam,  or  be  unnoticed  by 
those  aronnd  ns,  and  ignorantl;  be  auppoaed  to  be  all  right. 

While  time  rolla  on,  and  our  case  is  developing,  we  still  continue 
onr  watchfulness  and  carea  in  a  prudent  manner,  and  do  so  until  the 
time  of  dismiasal.  Our  watchfulnesa  is  certainly  not  misplaced,  be- 
cause we  are  aware  that  the  one  afflicted  with  a  disease  of  the  conta- 
gious class,  is  liable  to  the  incidents  attending  such  dieease.  And 
thus,  there  exists  the  same  reason  for  continuance  of  precaution,  and 
of  a  peculiar  treatment  of  a  peculiar  diaease,  aa  at  the  beginning.  This 
would  show,  concluaively,  that,  wherever  contagion  exiats,  it  should 
be  treated  conaiderate,  until  it  ia  existing — no  more  I  And  any  devi- 
ation from  this  rule  may  be  the  cause  of  a  great  deal  of  trouble  and 
mischief,  and  involving  difficultiea  which  we  might  not  be  able  to  over- 
come, or  to  anawer  for. 

Indeed,  we  are  anrprised  to  observe  how  some  medical  men  become 
so  professionally  destitute  as  to  advance  teachings  which  are  foreign 
to  common  observation,  foreign  to  all  practical  experience,  and  un- 
known to  the  established  doctrine  of  the  wide  world !    Men,  who  by 
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word  and  action  do  tlie  vrong  tbing,  aod  who  »re  trifliiig  witb  tliem- 
mItcb,  our  BBCred  eftlliug,  and  the  p»blio  at  large. 

How  is  it,  for  inatanoe,  if  a  prsfeBsioual  man,  who  laye  claim  to 
the  title  of  a  city  physician,  would  dismisB  "a  caM  of  variola,"  with- 
oBt  ordering  for  his  patient  "a  last  oleaning,"  neither  hnTing  ordered 
his  "infected  clothes"  cleaned  and  changed,  tirangh  they  bad  been 
worn  far  four  wttJa,  day  and  niffhtt  How  is  It,  if  in  oar  days  of 
light  and  progress,  varivla  is  simply  treated  by  whisky  ontjl  whisk; 
has  killed  the  patient?  How  is  it,  we  ask?  Facts,  as  the  above,  almost 
seem  to  be  incredible,  and  still  they  ooonr  in  our  midst,  little  talked 
of,  but  not  amended.  I  think  we  need  "a  litHe  neoiutruelion  on  tke 
batit  of  towid  doetrina." 


CIRCUMCISION. 

BT  JAMX8   TH0ICP8ON,   HAKRJBOIf,   OHny, 
IaM  Sn^un  Mh  V.  B.  Ughl  Artulny. 

A  large  number  of  venereal  cases  came  nnder  my  notice  while  oon- 
nected  with  the  army.  And  as  many  of  the  patients  had  ohaooies  iu 
the  prepuce,  it  seemed  to  me,  that  by  removing  the  local  lesion,  a  onre 
could  be  mote  speedily  effected,  more  especially  if  this  could  be  dona 
early  in  the  disease. 

The  fiist  patient  operated  om  had  am  indsrated  ohancre  almost  en* 
tiiely  encircling  the  prepuce;  his  prepuce  entircTy  covered  the  glans, 
giving  his  organ  tke  appearance  of  a  pig's  snout;  he  also  had  gon- 
orrh<ea. 

Operation — He  was  placed  on  the  edge  of  a  low  seat;  hia  knees 
were  widely  abducted  and  firmly  held  by  assistants;  the  prepuce  waa 
firmly  grasped  behind  the  chancre  in  front  of  the  glans,  with  a  gullet 
forceps,  and  given  to  an  assistant;  a  long  amputating  knife  was  placed 
against  the  forceps,  with  the  heel  applied  to  prepuee,  which  was  ampu- 
tated by  ooe  sweep  from  heel  to  point  of  knife ;  one  blade  of  a  pair  of 
•cisBors  was  then  inserted  beneath  the  mucoos  mcmbrsno,  which  was 
slit  up  and  afterwards  cut  off  in  an  annlar  directioD  parallel  to  the 
corona  glandis;  the  dorsalis  peuis  artery  was  ligatcd;  two  small 
branches  twisted,  and  five  sutures  introduced  for  the  purpose  of  hold- 
ing  the  dermoid  and  mucous  membrane  together;  cold  water  dress- 
ings were  used  until  after  suppuration  was  fably  established,  then  dis- 
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condnned,  tad  no  m«dk«tion  vh&tever  wed.  As  soon  u  BnppnralnoB 
commeDced,  the  discharge  fVom  the  orethn  oused;  and  id  aiz  wmIes 
from  date  of  operation,  the  palieDt  woa  retiuDed  to  dut;  cured,  with  a 
Ter;  elegant  serriceable  organ. 

In  a  period  of  ieu  than  one  year  f^om  the  above  date,  upwards  of 
two  hundred  others  ware  operated  on  in  the  same  manner — some  for 
ohaDoree  in  the  prepuce,  others  for  obancreB  on  the  glans,  some  for 
gonorrhoea,  gleet,  &o.  They  all  recovered  in  a  period  aTeraging  about 
four  weeks,  excepting  one,  who  was  attacked  on  the  sixth  day  after 
operation  with  erysipelas  of  an  adynamic  type,  and  died  on  the  twelftli 
day  from  date  of  operation. 

The  question  arises,  why  excise  one's  prepuce  in  cases  of  gonorrhna 
and  gleet?  Permit  me  to  state  that  most  of  the  operationH  spoken  of 
were  performed  upon  colored  men,  seventy  per  cent,  of  whom  have 
remarkably  long  foreskins,  which  almost  invariably  cover  their  glans. 
Several  of  the  oases,  however,  oeonrred  amongst  the  white  men,  one 
of  whom  presented  himself  to  me  with  a  gleet  of  nine  months  dura- 
tion, which  was  rebellions  to  all  medical  treatment,  local  or  constitu- 
tionai.     He  was  circnmcised,  and  his  gleet  was  arrested  as  if  by  magic. 

Next  came  a  captain  of  volnnteeis  of  th^  quarter-master's  depart- 
ment, a  church  mtmber,  who  was  looked  upon  as  a  "Paragon."  He 
represented  himself  as  having  been  poisoned  with  "some  abominable 
poison  vine  while  picking  blackberries."  I  told  him  that  he  was  poi- 
soned, but  that  it  was  from  the  animal  instead  of  from  the  vegetable 
kingdom.  He  had  a  villainous  looking  penis,  the  foreskin  of  which 
projected  in  front  of  the  glana  at  least  three-fourths  of  an  inch,  cans* 
ing  the  organ  to  resemble  the  noule  of  a  bellows,  from  which  a  nasty, 
mnco-purulent  matter  was  dischai^d.  He  consented  to  circumcision, 
after  which  he  was  no  longer  troubled  from  the  efieota  of  the  "abom- 
inable potion  vine."  He  was  qnite  elated  with  the  altered  shape  and 
improved  appearance  of  his  member. 

Several  oases  conld  I  add,  which  I  haTO  had  to  treat  during  the 
last  two  years,  in  prirate  practice,  wherein  oircnmcisioD  has  been  snc- 
eessfiilly  practiced  in  oases  of  gleet,  after  having  failed  t«  benefit  said 
eases,  with  either  looal  or  constitutional  medication,  blistering,  canter- 
nation,  injections,  and  so  forth. 

Two  cases  of  spermatorrhoea  have  also  been  euocessfully  treated 
within  the  last  year,  one  of  which  was  of  ten  years  standing,  and  had 
been  treated  by  a  "homceopathiet"  for  one  year  prior  te  hie  falliog 
under  my  notice,  without  the  least  benefit  whatever.     He  was  treated 
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ij  me  for  four  months,  vith  tonies  of  every  deHoription,  quinine,  iron, 
itryohDine,  electricity,  &c.;  with  bromide  potass.,  belladonna,  cunphor, 
opium,  CBDabie  indiona,  Ac,  but  in  spite  of  b11,  he  reported  two  or 
three  nocturnal  and  four  or  five  diurnal  emisBions  every  twenty-four 
hoars.  He  had  a  long  prepsce,  but  would  not  be  persuaded  to  part 
with  it  until  I  informed  him  that  every  remedy  short  of  circumoision 
had  been  tried,  and  as  he  was  well  convinced,  with  no  benefit,  and 
strongly  urged  upon  him  the  seonrity  of  the  operatiott.  After  mnoh 
persuasion,  I  procured  his  consent,  and  operated  about  the  2d  of  Jan- 
nary,  1869.  The  first  week  after  the  operation,  he  had  three  novtnmal 
emissions,  but  had  perfect  control  of  his  member  during  the  day.  At 
this  date,  May  5th,  he  tells  me  be  has  not  had  over  five  emissions  since^ 
the  operation,  and  considers  himself  cored. 

In  accordance  with  the  above  facts,  I  am  convinced  that  gleet  and 
spermatorrhoea  can  he  cured  by  circumcision  alone;  and  that  many 
cases  of  gonorrhoea  and  syphilia  will  yield  to  the  same  treatment. 
These  facts  have,  I  think,  been  tested  in  a  sufficient  number  of  in- 
stances. 

It  is  further  my  opinion,  that  every  person  whose  foreskin  covers 
the  glana,  ought  by  all  means  to  be  circamcised ;  then  would  thete  he 
less  liability  of  bis  contracting  the  various  venereal  diseases,  or  herpes 
preputial  is. 

Again:  We  should  consider  the  efiect  which  a  nozzle  ended  penis 
has  on  the  minds  of  some  persons;  some  are  ashamed  to  be  seen  bath- 
ing by  their  fellow  man,  or  to  be  examined  for  the  army  or  for  life 
assurance,  and  no  doubt,  in  m'kny  instances,  to  contract  matrimonial 
ftllianoes.  In  such  cases,  circumcision  is  one  of  the  greatest  boons 
that  can  be  practiced  on  suffering  humanity,  and  should  be  nrged  upon 
the  people. 

It  is  l\irther  my  opinion,  that  in  the  diseases  above  mentioned,  cir- 
cumcision is  beneficial  in  cases  even  where  the  patients  have  not  a 
redundancy  of  tissue  forming  the  prepnce. 

Most  practitioners  have  had  to  do  with  some  very  obstinate  cases 
of  gleet  of  very  long  standing,  which  have  been  rebellious  to  all  med- 
ical treatment,  local  and  constitutional.  In  my  opinion,  all  such  cases 
yield  to  circumcision.  But,  one  may  ask,  how  can  a  patient  afford  to 
lose  a  portion  of  his  foreskin,  when  it  is  already  well  retracted  and 
the  glans  entirely  uncovered?  My  answer  is,  that  I  never  have  seen 
one  who  could  not  spare  a  small  anular  slice,  in  order  to  the  cure  of 
sooh  a  tronbleeome  and  rebellioua  diBease. 
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Again :  When  we  circnmoiie  oar  patiuata,  we  secure  for  them  tW 
rtit  which  all  the  advice  in  the  world  without  the  knife  would  fltil  to 
(McompliBh,  and  it  is  well  known,  thitt  bo  long  m  a  patient  afflicted 
with  the  gleet,  keepa  walking  or  riding  about,  a  cur«  ma^  be  looked 
npon  SB  out  of  the  queBtion. 

In  the  performance  of  the  operation,  I  would  eschew  "kniveM  of 
tlone,"  but  would  recommend  a  long  knife,  in  order  that  the  pre- 
pnee  be  taken  off  at  one  sweep,  thereby  avoiding  a  notched  and  uneven 
oieatrix.  A  firm,  sharp  BcissorB,  in  order  to  make  a  clear  incision 
through  the  muoous  membrane,  the  pinching  of  which,  with  a  slender 
or  dull  instrument,  is  very  unpleasant  and  painful. 


DR.  COHNHEIM'S  RESBABCHES  ON  CONGESTION. 

TmuUtad  ftom  u  uUcle  hj  Dr.  Wruj,  In  tdIbbii  01  of  tli«  Prxgw  Vlmt^alrmtkrlfl, 

Br  BAHKL  mcKLES,   M.   D., 

Demoutnbor  of  AiutoDj  Id  th«  KMlcU  Callflff«  of  0hlv< 

Cohnheim  publisbes,  (  Virck.  Arch.,  XLI,  page  227),  an  inveatiga- 
tioD  on  venouB  congestion,  which  is  closely  related  with  his  researches 
on  inflammation  and  suppuration.  The  object  of  the  inquiry  was  to 
ascertain  why,  in  passive  hyperemia,  a  plasmatic  fluid  (wdema),  trans- 
udes very  copiously,  while,  on  the  contrary,  lymphatic  elementa 
(phlegmon),  find  egress  in  but  limited  amooot. 

C.  selected  for  his  observations,  the  web  of  frogs  which  had  been 
treated  with  curare  poison,  and  in  which,  by  means  of  a  simple  and 
suitable  contrivance  for  regulating  the  firmness  of  a  ligature,  he  oould 
absolutely  control  the  circulation  of  the  femoral  vein.  He  found  that 
soon  after  the  ligation  of  the  crural  vein,  the  movement  of  the  blood 
in  alt  the  vessels  of  the  web  became  pvitative  and  rythmical,  while,  at 
the  same  time,  the  rapidtit/  of  the  current  gradually  ditninitlted,  so 
that,  finally,  one  gets  the  impression  of  a  resting  mass  pressed  onward 
only  at  intervals,  by  the  pulse-move.  The  cause  of  thistplienomenon 
is,  that  the  resistance  in  the  veins  and  capillaries  has  become  so  great 
from  the  sudden  closure  of  the  crural  vein,  that  it  can  be  overcome 
only  by  the  systole.  (Edemalou*  infiltration  of  the  web  begins  very 
early,  while  the  xaial  character  of  the  current  ditappeart  in  the  arteries 
and  veins,  and  soon,  with  but  moderate  dilatati^w,  all  the  vessels  be- 
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totte  dattelg  filled  toUk  hhod  corpvscUt,  of  which,  tlie  red  ones  are  so 
placed  in  the  capilUriea  Uiat  Dot  the  edge  but  the  surface  is  struck  by 
the  current.  The  aocnmuUtion  of  tbe  red  eorpusoles  inercaacs  gradu- 
ally to  such  a  degree  that  their  outlines  aeem  to  blend  with  one  another, 
and  a  few  minutes  later  tbe  capillary  vessel  presents  a  homogeneouB, 
red,  inunovable  cylinder,  which  soon  changes  its  color  from  a  light  yel- 
lowish or  greeaish  red  to  a  bluish  red,  the  color  of  venous  blood. 
Without  any  marked  alteration  in  the  interior  of  the  capillariee,  one 
may  now  observe  on  their  enter  periphery  the  piotmsion  of  tmalt  red, 
rovnded  elevationt,  which  form  lateral  offshoots,  not  unlike  little  mul- 
berries, and  their  collapse  and  change  into  ordinary  red  blood  corpus- 
cles. If  the  ligature  of  the  femoral  vein  is  now  removed,  the  normal 
oonditiona  are  soon  reestablished,  the  red  oorpnaoles,  one  by  one,  becom- 
ing separated  in  the  direotion  of  tbe  veins  from  the  apparently  homo- 
geneous cylinders.  Of  course  the  red  masses  already  exuded  into  the 
tissues  are  not  effected  by  this  restorative  process,  whereas,  the  intra- 
ctpillary  part  of  cells  about  passing  through  the  walls,  is  lashed  by 
the  current  of  blood  until  it  is  torn  off  and  carried  away. 

In  case  of  prolonged  cloanre  of  the  principal  vein,  a  marked  dila- 
tation of  the  veins  and  capillaries  supervenes.  Ihuing  the  first  hours 
after  the  ligation,  the  dilatation  is,  however,  as  stated  above,  at  ita 
minimum,  and  C.  believes  that  be  has  found  the  cause  of  this  phenom- 
enon in  the  activity  of  the  contractile  elements  of  the  walls  of  the 
vessels,  which  are  stimulated  to  contraction  by  the  immensely  aug- 
mented pressure.  As  a  result  of  the  violent  pressure  must  be  regarded 
the  apparently  complete  blending  of  the  blood  corpuscles  which  pre- 
vents the  emigration  of  the  colorless  blood  cells,  as  it  takes  place  in 
inflammatory  processes.  For  while  the  colorless  blood  corpuscles  are 
compressed  between  the  red  ones,  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  perform 
amceboid  movements,  which  must  form  tbe  necessary  cormmeacement 
of  their  emigration.  In  the  veins,  there  is  this  additional  circumstance, 
that  in  congestion  a  resting  peripheral  layer  of  colorless  corpuscles 
can  not  be  formed,  without  the  previous  development  of  which  emigra- 
tion likewise  does  not  occur.  That,  on  the  contrary,  the  red  corpus- 
cles do  indeed  pass  through  the  vniiroken  -wall  of  the  veuel,  that,  in 
other  words,  really  a  htemorrhage  per  diapedetin  and  not  per  rhtxin 
presents  itaelf,  is  shown  by  the  circumstance  that  as  soon  as  the  circu- 
lation agun  becomea  iVee  and  the  pressure  upon  the  capillaries  remits, 
not  a  single  corpuscle  follows  those  ahready  exuded.    According  to 
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C.'s  viewa,  it  is  ag&in  tbe  natural  pre-fonned  opeaingis  in  tlk«  wall  of 
the  capillary,  tbe  stomato  existing  between  tbe  epitbelial  Bcalea  tbrongfa 
wbicb  tbe  corpuscles  make  tbeir  escape.  But  the  power  forcing  out 
the  corpoBcIea  is  the  greatlj  increased  pressure  which  prevaila  in  &t 
disturbed  vaaoular  district.  The  whole  process  is  promoted  partly  hj 
tbe  however  slight  dilatation  of  tbe  capillaries  which  increases  tbe 
size  of  the  stomach ;  partly,  also,  by  the  changed  poatsre  of  the  blood 
corpuscles  which  turn  their  borders  toward  the  wall  of  the  capillary, 
and  therefore,  need  but  stray  into  one  of  the  stomata  with  one  of  their 
poles.  Tbe  spherical  form  of  tbe  colorless  blood  corpuscles,  which 
they  must  always  maintain  under  these  circumstances,  is  adverse,  being 
illy  adapted  to  be  pressed  through  the  still  diminutive  openings.  Fi* 
nally,  it  must  be  pointed  out  that  the  increased  pressure  of  the  blood 
in  tbe  capillaries  produced  by  dilatation  of  the  small  arteries,  as  obtains 
in  all  inflammatory  processes,  can  never  even  distantly  reach  that  height 
to  which  it  advances  from  impediment  to  the  venous  flow. 

From  tbe  experience  gained  in  this  inquiry,  C.  cautions  against  the 
conclusion  that  there  is  a  rupture  of  the  vessels  when  blood  corpus- 
cles are  found  external  to  them,  and  in  eases  of  ecchymosis  and  bsamor- 
rhagic  points,  advises  that  tbe  oonditious  of  pressure  of  tbe  blood  be 
considered  as  those  factors  wbicb,  as  has  been  shown  with  certainty, 
exert  an  esBential  influence  in  the  production  of  the  diapedeti*.  In 
this  light,  the  congestions  oanaed  by  impedimenta  to  the  venous  circu- 
lation are  to  be  considered,  unquestionably  those  which  are  developed 
with  more  or  lees  rapidity,  and  in  some  respect,  also,  such  as  are  pro- 
duced by  chronic  processes. 

In  conclusion,  C.  alludes  to  a  paper  of  Dr.  Pmssack's  read  before 
tbe  Academy  of  Vienna,  according  to  wbicb,  the  Doctor  observed  tbe 
imigration  of  red  blood  corpuscles  through  the  onbroken  wall  of  the 
capillary  in  frogs,  the  lymphatic  vessels  of  which  be  had  injected  with 
large  doses  of  a  solntion  of  culinary  salt.  This  would  also  show  a 
form  of  diapedeti*  which  is  independent  of  the  pressure  of  the  blood, 
and  which  is  to  be  placed  in  tbe  same  category  with  these  hnmorrhages 
which  have  from  ancient  times  been  attributed  to  alterations  in  the 
composition  of  the  blood,  as  for  instance,  in  scurvy. 
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CABBOLIC  ACID  IN  GONOBEH(EAL  CONJUCTITITIS. 

BY   JOS.   Q.    ROOEBB,    H.   D.,    MADISON,   INDIANA. 

I.  B ,  aged  twenty-five;  healthj,  generally;  presented  himself 

witb  gonorrhcBal  conjunctivitis  in  severe  form,  with  chemoais,  great 
swelling  of  lids,  pToiase  porulent  discharge,  photophobia,  &c. — of  sev- 
eral days'  standing — gave  this  prescription: 

B.     Acid,  carbolic,  (CaiTcrti),  gr,  i. 
Atropite  sulpbati*,  gr.  n. 
ZIdcI  suipliatii,  gr.  ii. 
Aqua  destil,  §1. 
U.    Sigoa.    Diop  ia  eje  every  two  hours,  and  appl;  conatanti;  with 
moist  coiD presses  elteraall;'. 

The  patient  was  directed  to  retnru  the  next  day,  but  not  appearing,  - 
on  the  third,  I  went  in  search  of  hiro.  Found  him  in  a  dirty,  dark 
room,  in  a  poverty-stricken  neighborhood,  with  every  circumstance 
Bxonnd  him  of  a  sort  to  prevent  Huocesa  in  treatment.  Among  the 
most  potent  for  ill  was  a  female  circumstance,  with  the  same  disease, 
affecting  other  organs  as  well  as  the  eyes — she  was  hia  nurse.  It  was 
with  much  misgivings  that  I  removed  the  compresses,  and  was  agreea- 
bly surprised  to  see  a  marked  improvement.  His  eyes  presented  the 
appearance  of  a  mild  form  of  simple  conjunctivitis;  there  was  no 
pnrulcDt  discharge,  no  photophobia,  no  swelling;  the  conjunctiva 
simply  appeared  slightly  congested.  I  remarked,  also,  that  there  was 
scarcely  any  dilatation  of  the  pupils,  and  but  little  effect  on  the  accom- 
modation. This  fact  well  illustrates  the  law  that  congestion  greatly 
diminishes  the  absorbing  powers  of  mucous  membranes.  The  treat- 
ment was  continued,  and  a  week  sufficed  for  a  complete  cure. 

This  treatment  was  adopted  on  theoretical  considerationB.  Its. 
results  as  compared  with  that  by  powerful  astringents,  considering, 
also,  that  it  is  almost  painless,  are  certainly  sufficiently  satisfactory  to 
recommend  it.  This  case  was  treated  in  1867.  Since  that  time  I  have 
proved  its  uniform  efficacy  in  numerous  cases,  and  have  adopted  it  aa 
preferable  to  ill  others  in  this  affection.  Within  the  last  year,  the 
excellent  effect  of  caibc4io  acid,  even  in  the  simple  non-specific  forms 
of  conjunctivitis,  ha»  been  publicly  noted  in  certain  foreign  journals. 
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Dr.  E.  L.  Holmes,  of  Chi»go,  in  the  ATneriean  Journal  of  Medical 
Science*,  for  October,  1868,  also  gives  Iiis  dictum  in  favor  of  this  agent 
in  all  forms  of  conjuDctivitis,  both  specifio  and  simple,  and  especially 
refers  to  its  iofluence  in  checking  the  purulent  discharge. 


"COMPETITION  DOWNWABD." 

The  recent  graduation  of  bo  many  medical  students  fh>m  our 
varioas  colleges,  gives  a  point  to  the  following  remarks  by  the  Med- 
ical Mirror  of  London: 

The  profession  of  medicine  in  the  United  States  is  suffering  most 
acutely  fVom  a  perfect  deluge  of  licensing  medical  bodies,  which  are 
manufactaring  to  the  utmost  of  their  bent,  fall-blown  medical  men. 

The  American  Medical  Association  intends  to  take  this  matter  into 
its  serious  consideration. 

It  is,  doubtless,  difficult  to  steer  clear  between  the  Scjlla  of  in- 
fringing the  liberty  of  the  subject,  of  liceasing  bodies,  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  Charybdis  of  a  profession  swamped  by  men  possessed  of 
the  extreme  minimum  of  medical  knowledge,  on  the  other. 

The  remedy  is  easy,  and  it  is  one  that  before  long  must  be  applied 
to  our  English  licensing  institutions. 

The  American  Medical  Council,  supposing  such  a  council  to  exist, 
must  reexamine  alt  the  candidates  poseeseed  of  the  degrees  of  the 
various  lioensing  bodies,  and  then  Fatify  or  annul  the  diplomas  of  the 
caadidates. 

The  English  Medical  Council  must,  to  protect  the  profession  from 
the  "competition  downward"  of  our  various  licensing  bodies,  also 
institute  a  Central  Board  of  Esaminers,  to  inquire  into  the  diplomas 
and  the  actual  knowledge,  general  and  medical,  of  the  individuals  pre- 
senting themselves  for  registratiou. 

In  America,  the  competition  between  licensing  bodies  is  on  a 
gigantic  scale.  When  two  or  three  doctors  happen  to  be  gathered 
together,  it  is  perfectly  competent  for  them,  not  merely  to  found  a 
teaching  institution,  hut  it  is  permitted  to  them  tj)  grant  licenses  for 
practice,  as  the  various  State  local  governments  permit  the  freest  exer- 
cise of  any  and  every  medical  doctrine,  whether  eclectic,  hydropathic, 
or  homoeopathic. 

The  ifnited  States'  medical  profession  stands  a  chance  of  having 
as  many  licensing  medical  and  snig^cal  bodiea  as  we  have  hospitals 
and  dispensaries.  The  multiplication  of  teaching  bodies  can  not  be 
considered  an  evil,  for  every  general  practitioner  ought  to  be  compe- 
tent to  educate  his  successor;  but  the  indiscriminate  multiplication  of 
diploma -giving  bodies  is  quite  another  question.  The  innumerable 
teachers  spread  knowledge  broadcast,  but  there  should  be  one  central 
portal  of  every  high  standard  established,  not  permitted  to  teach  at 
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iJI,  bst  Bimpljr  fomed  to  examine  any  and  all  caadidates  of  a  proper 
age  who  might  preaeut  themBelveB  before  it. 

In  Rngland,  we  have  fewer  lioQasing  bodies,  and,  therefore,  the 
competition  downward,  although  Berere,  is  not  nearly  bo  mlnous  to  the 
Boieatifio  ttatat  of  the  profeBsion  as  in  the  newer  country. 

In  England,  we  have  long  aonght  the  one  portal  system  as  regards 
the  granting  of  profesflional  diplomas,  and  although,  as  regards  med- 
ical practice,  the  United  States  doctors  may  be  considered  to  be  more 
advanced  than  the  jog-trot  practitioners  of  Britain,  yet,  in  the  matter 
of  reforming  the  tendency  to  a  lowering  of  the  diploma  ezaminatione, 
the  shrewd  business  talent  of  the  English  profeBsion  will  not  be  found 
wanting. — Neio  York  Medical  Journal,  May,  1869. 


PHTHISIS  AB  H^MOPTYSI. 


BT    J.     BDRDON-SANDEBeOH,    U.    D., 

Pb jiIclsD  to  the  Couumptlon  Hupltal,  BrompUo. 

"  Xi  Mii(iilnl<  ainihii  pub  apntns  at  flnor,"— BiF»CB*Tn>  Apbor.  TiL,  81. 

The  doctrine  embodied  in  this  aphorism,  formerly  believed  in  and 
received  with  the  nnquestioning  submission  once  accorded  to  the  say- 
ings of  the  Father  of  Medicine,  ia  now  univerBaUy  denied.  Some 
thirty  or  forty  years  wo,  Laenneo,  guided  by  what  seems  to  us  now-a- 
daya  a  rough  kind  of  pathological  anatomy,  taught  that,  in  those 
numerous  cases  in  which  cough,  expeotoration,  and  all  the  other  symp- 
toms of  consumption  are  preceded  and  ushered  in  by  spitting  of  blood, 
the  btemorrhage  had,  in  reality,  nothing  to  do  with  its  apparent  con- 
sequences;  in  short,  that  htemoptysis,  although  it  might  appear  to  be 
antecedentto  the  phenomena  ofphthisis,  could  never  be  its  cause.  Now 
we  seem  to  be  in  the  way  of  returning  to  the  divine  Hippocrates ;  not, 
certainly,  irom  renewed  faith  in  hJB  teaching,  for  there  never  was  a 
time  when  men  were  less  diapoaed  to  retrace  their  old  oourees  in  this 
respect;  but  becauae  the  progresB  of  pathological  knowledge  leads  ua 
to  apply  to  Laennec's  ideas  aa  to  the  origin  and  nature  of  phthisia  the 
same  lund  of  scepticism  that  he  applied  to  the  notions  of  hia  prede- 
cessors. Laenneo's  disbelief  of  the  possibility  of  oonsumption  origin- 
ating from  hsemoptyais,  although  founded  on  observation,  was  esaen- 
tially  theoretical,  and  formed  part  of  bis  general  doctrine  of  tubercle. 
It  was  not  the  immediate  offspring  of  facts,  but  of  the  notion  enter- 
tained by  him,  and  accepted  by  his  successors  up  to  the  present  time, 
that  phthisie  consists  in  the  infiltration  of  the  lungs  with  a  particnlar 
kind  of  substance,  which  infiUratioii  can  only  take  place  in  persona 
whose  blood  is  impregnated  with  a  special  taint,  or  otherwise  altered 
in  composition.  So  long  as  the  fact  of  constitutional  ability  to  con- 
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BTUDplion  can  bo  accounted  fof  in  no  better  way  than  that  of  referring 
it  to  a  dyecTaaia  or  to  a  morbid  poison,  Yiaibly  represented  by  the  ma- 
terial with  which  the  diseased  organs  are  filled,  all  reasoning  about  the 
etiology  of  the  disease  must  be  restrained  within  a  very  narrow  circle. 
But  if,  OD  the  other  hand,  we  can  succeed  in  so  entirely  divesting  our 
minds  of  this  notion  of  dyscrasia  ae  to  forget  it,  and  content  ourselves 
with  regarding  the  material  with  which  the  phthisical  lung  ia  consol- 
idated, not  as  endowed  with  some  specific  malignity,  hut  merely  as  un- 
absorbed  residue  of  common  inflammatory  proaesses,  most  of  the  diffi- 
culties disappear.  For  if  by  phthisis  we  mean  only  consolidation 
followed  by  disintegration  of  the  consolidated  parts — if  the  consolid- 
ating material  is,  in  most  forms  of  the  disease,  nothing  more  than  a 
product  of  catarrhal  inflammation  of  the  minute  bronchioles,  and  of 
the  air-cells  into  which  they  lead — and  if  such  inflammation  may  be, 
and  is,  constantly  produced  by  the  introduction  of  foreign  substances 
into  these  cavities,  what  reason  is  there  for  doubting  that  coagulated 
blood  may  act  in  the  same  way  as  other  irritanta? 

This  question  is  now  being  asked  by  various  pathologists.  In  Ger- 
many, it  has  been  brought  into  prominence  by  the  lucid  and  practical 
lectures  of  Prof.  Niemeyer  on  Consumption,  who,  on  clinical  grounds, 
maintains  that  htemoptysis  occurs  more  frequently  than  is  generally 
admitted  in  persons  who  are  neither  consumptive  nor  ever  become  so; 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  that,  although  in  most  cases  the  hsBmoptysis 
of  early  phthisis  is  a  consequence  of  organic  change,  the  cases  are  far 
from  being  rare  in  which  pulmonary  haemorrhage  is  not  only  the  ante- 
cedent, but  the  cause  of  chronic  inflammatory  processes  which  result 
in  softening  and  the  formation  of  cavities.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Clinical  Society,  a  series  of  cases  were 
communicated  by  Dr.  Baumler,  having  the  same  bearing  as  those  of 
Niemeyer.  At  Uie  next  meeting,  (April  23d),  another  and  more  com- 
plete paper  on  the  same  subject  is  announced  from  Dr.  H.  Weber. 
The  question  is  one  of  great  difficulty  as  well  as  of  great  importance. 
Of  course  there  is  nothing  easier  than  to  say  with  Louis  "  it  is  infi- 
nitely probable"  that  in  every  case  the  lungs  are  tuberculous  before 
the  hiemoptysis  occurs,  but  much  more  difficult  to  prove  it,  for  there  is 
no  reason  for  assuming  that  hsemoptyais  affords  any  stronger  evidence 
of  oi^auic  change  in  Qie  bronchial  or  alveolar  mucous  membrane,  than 
epistaxis  does  as  regards  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  nares.  On  the 
other  hand,  there  is  nothing  more  difficult  than  to  prove  the  absence 
of  pre-existing  disease  in  any  given  case.  If,  however,  it  can  he  shown 
in  a  sufficient  number  of  instances,  that  an  individual  to  all  appearance 
healthy,  may  suddenly  spit  blood,  and  then,  after  an  interval  of  a  few 
days,  become  feverish,  and  that  in  such  a  patient  the  rise  of  bodily 
temperature  is  associated  with  the  appearance  of  the  physical  signs  of 
lobular  consolidation,  and  that  the  cousolidated  parte  eventually  soften, 
we  shall  be  inclined  to  believe  that  the  doctrine  taught  at  Cos,  font 
centuries  before  the  Christian  era,  is  one  which,  at  all  events,  requires 
at  the  hands  of  modern  pathologists  more  critical  and  more  impartial 
examination  than  it  has  yet  received. — The  Lancet,  April  17th,  1869. 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  MEDICAL  ASSOCIA- 
TION, MAT,  1869.  

LIST  OF  OITICXRS  OF   THE  ASSOCIATION. 

The  foUowiiig  is  the  list  of  officers  of  the  ABaociation  for  1869: 

Pnsideot — Wm.  0.  Baldwio,  H.  D.,  Uont^merr,  Alabama. 

Vice  Prendenta — QeoTge  l£«ndenhatl,  H.  D.,  ClDoinnaU,  Ohio;  Noble  Young, 
M.  D,,  Washington,  D.  C;  H.  P.  Hoore,  U.  D.,  PortUud,  Maine;  8.  U.  Bvmisa,  M. 
D.,  Hew  Orleana,  Loaisiana. 

Penniuient  Secretarj— W.  B.  AlkiiiBon,  H.  D.,  Pblladelpbia. 

Awistaot  Secretary — A.  J,  Seniaes,  U.  D^  SavfLDiiah,  Georgia. 

Treanrer— Casper  WiitsT,  H.  D.,  Philadelphia. 

The  officers  of  the  Association  &re  elected  SDDoaUy,  on  the  recom- 
mendatioD  of  s  nomioatiiig  oommittee,  compoeed  of  one  from  each 
State  delegation  represented,  and  one  from  the  Medical  Staff  of  tbe 
Army  and  Navy.  The  individnals  so  recommended  are,  on  motion, 
elected  hy  the  Association  before  each  anooal  adjonmment.  The  offi- 
cers of  the  present  year  were  elected  at  the  meeting  of  the  Associa- 
tion held  last  May  in  Washington  City. 

PBOCEKDINQB  OF  THB  OPENIHQ  DAY. 

The  American  Medical  Association  met  in  the  Mechanics'  Institnte, 
at  eleven  a.  h. 

The  President,  Dr.  W.  0.  Baldvin,  of  Alabama,  oacnpied  the  chair, 
assisted  by  Vice -Presidents,  Drs.  George  Mendeohall,  of  Ohio,  and  S. 
M.  Bemiss,  of  Lonisiana. 

The  Permanent  Secretary,  Dr.  W.  B.  Atkinson,  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  Asaistant  Secretary,  Dr.  A.  J.  Semmes,  of  Georgia,  were  present. 

The  President  invited  to  seats  on  the  platform,  Drs.  Warren  Stone 
and  Lopes,  of  New  Orleans,  and  ez-Prcei dents,  H.  F.  Askew,  of  Del- 
aware, N.  S.  Davis,  of  Illinois,  and  Alden  March,  of  New  York. 

The  session  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  Mr.  Oallaher,  of  New 
Orleans. 

Dr.  T.  Q.  RiehardsoQ,  of  Louisiana,  chairman  of  tlie  Committee 
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of  AiraDgemente,  welcomed  tbe  delegates  to  the  cit;  in  an  eloqmenl 
address. 

The  PresideBt  then  delivered  the  annual  addrees. 

Letters  were  read  by  the  Permanent  Secretarj  from  Dr&  S.  D. 
Gross,  of  Feonsjlvania,  W.  Byard  and  W.  Canniff,  of  Canada,  and  B. 

A.  Eiuloch,  chainnan  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Sonth  Carolina,  ex- 
pressing regret  at  their  inability  to  be  present  on  this  occasion. 

On  Motion  of  Dr.  Massey,  it  was  resolved  that  each  State  Medical 
Society  be  reqneBted  to  prepare  an  annnal  register  of  all  the  regular 
practitioners  of  medicine  in  their  respective  States,  giving  the  name  of 
the  college  in  which  they  may  have  gradoated,  and  date  of  diploma  or 
license. 

Special  reports  of  committees  were  then  made  as  follows: 

On  Devising  a  Plan  for  the  Relief  of  Widowa  and  Orphuis  of  Uedical  Hen,  Dr. 

B.  GriBcom,  N«w  York,  chainnan,  reported,  which  was  referred  to  the  ComniittM 
OD  Publication. 

On  Velerinarj  Colleges,  Dr.  Tbonas  Aatisell,  District  of  Colnmbia,  chainnan, 
reported  progreSB,  and  was  coutinnej. 

On  Speciaitiee  in  Hedlcine,  and  the  Propriety  of  Specialists  Advertising,  Dr.  G. 
lAoji  Howard,  Haryland,  chainnan,  reported  and  made  the  ^dal  order  for  Wed- 
nesday at  twelve  h. 

On  Libraryof  American  Medical  Works,  Di.  J.  U.Toner,  District  of  CoIambiSt 
cluinnan,  reported,  and  was,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Davia,  Biade  special  order  for  Wed- 
nesdaj  at  one  f.  k. 

On  the  Best  Method  of  Treatment  for  the  Different  Forus  of  Cleft  Palate,  Dr.  J, 
B.  TVhitehead,  New  Tork,  chairman,  reported  and  referred  to  section  on  sargerj- 

On  Rank  of  Medical  Men  in  the  Havy,  Dr.  N.  S.  Davia,  of  IlliBois,  chairman, 
announced  that  their  last  jear'a  report  was  final,  and  committee  waa  discborged- 

The  report  on  Medical  Ethics,  by  Dr.  D.  Francis  Caadie,  Fennsyl- 
vania,  chairman,  was  read  by  Dr.  Davis,  and  adopted. 

On  American  Medical  Necrologj,  Dr.  C.  C.  Cox,  Marrtand,  ch^rman,  reported 
progiess,  and  was  continued  on  motion  of  Dr.  Davis.  Dr.  Cox  was  anthoriied  to 
fill  all  vacancies  on  bis  committee. 

Voluntary  communications  were  presented  by  Dr.  Jos.  Jones,  of 
Louisiana,  on  Mollitiea  Ossium,  and  referred  to  section  on  surgery. 

On  Caaea  of  Lead  Pale;  from  uae  of  Coametlcs,  b;  Dr.  L.  A.  SaTre,  referred  to 
section  on  Hygiene. 

On  the  Pbilosopb;  and  Chemistry  of  Longevity,  by  Dr.  Cutler,  of  Mississippi, 
referred  to  aection  on  Hygiene. 

On  the  Protective  and  Preventive  Haes  of  Qnloine,  by  Dr.  S.  Rogers,  of  Kew 
Tork,  referred  to  aection  on  Practical  Medicine. 
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On  the  Tongve  in  HalArious  DiseaH,  bj  Dr.  Osboni  of  Alabam*,  i«fen«d  to  hc> 
lioD  oa  Practical  Kedicine. 

On  the  Warm  Cerebro-Splnal  Bath  in  the  Treatment  or  Congenital  Apncea,  and 
on  a  New  Method  of  Artificial  Bespiration,  by  E.  D.  HcDanlel,  ef  Alabama,  referred 
to  section  on  Piactical  Hedicine. 

Beporta  on  climatology  and  epidemics  vere  received  from  Drs. 
Thomas,  of  New  York ;  T.  J.  Heard,  of  Texas;  P.  W.  Hatch,  of  Cali- 
fornia; E.  A.  Hildreth,  of  West  Virginia,  which  were  referred  to  the 
section  on  Climatology  and  Epidemics. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Davis,  the  report  on  the  revision  of  the  plan  of 
organization  was  made  the  special  order  for  Wedoesdaj  at  ten  A.  u. 

Near  the  hour  of  adjournment  to-day,  Dr.  Eve  suggested  that  the 
many  papers  on  education,  ready  to  be  offered,  be  laid  before  the  As- 
Booiation  on  the  uert  morning  at  nine  o'clock. 

Dr.  Davis  of  Chicago,  moved  that  all  such  papers  be  referred  to  a 
special  committee  of  five. 

Dr.  Eve  seconded  this  motion,  which  being  carried,  the  President 
appointed  Dra.  Davis,  of  Illinois,  P.  E.  Eve,  of  Tennessee,  E.  S.  tiail- 
lard,  of  Kentucky,  E.  Lee  Jones,  of  New  York,  asd  J.  K.  Bartlett,  of 
WiseonBin. 

On  Motion,  adjonrned  until  Wednesday  at  nine  A.  H. 

Tbe  special  feature  of  this  day's  proceedings  was  the  delivery  of 
the  President's  address,  which  was  universally  commended  and  admired. 

SECOND  day's  FBOCEEDINQB. 

The  attendance  yesterday  was  much  larger  than  on  the  first  day, 
A  number  of  arrivals  had  increased  the  personnel  of  the  Association 
to  near  three  hundred.  The  hall  was  well  filled,  and  the  same  digni- 
fied deportment  which  had  marked  the  deliberations  of  the  members 
on  the  opening  day  was  displayed  on  the  second  day.  Mnch  of  the 
facility  with  which  the  deliberations  were  conducted  yesterday,  and  thft 
promptness  with  which  action  was  taken  upon  the  various  Tesolutiong, 
was,  undoubtedly,  dne  to  the  tact  and  practical  knowledge  displayed 
by  President  Baldwin. 

At  nine  A.  H.,  Dr.  W.  0.  Baldwin,  the  President,  iu  the  chair, 
called  the  meeting  to  order. 

A  paper  on  "Canula  and  a  new  mode  of  Applying  Ligatures," 
was  submitted  by  Dr.  P.  F.  Eve,  Tennessee,  and  was  referred  to  the 
section  on  Surgery. 

Dr.  J.  U.  Bush,  of  Kentucky,  offered  the  following  resolution; 
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Bttoleti,  That  d  comMitt«e  of  five  membeie  be  appointed  bj  tbe  chair,  to  fake 
into  consideration  the  taljecta  alluded  to  in  tbe  President's  address,  and  report  at 
tiill  meeting. 

This  reeolation  haTing  been  adopted,  the  President  aelected  ai, 
members  of  the  committee,  Dr.  Farvin,  of  Indiaoft,  chairman.  Dr.  To- 
ner, of  the  District  of  Columbia,  Dr.  Polkck,  of  PennsylTania,  Dr. 
Welch,  of  Tczas,  Dr.  Seele;,  of  Alabama. 

Dr.  McPheetere,  of  Missonri,  offered  a  communication  fVom  the 
Medical  Association  of  that  State,  in  reference  to  medical  education. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Toner,  District  of  Colombia,  it  was  referred  ta 
the  special  committee  on  that  sabject. 

Dr.  Eve  offered  the  minntes  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Tennessee, 
which  was  similarly  referred. 

Dr.  Gaillard,  of  Kentucky,  offered  the  following  preamble  and  reso- 
lutions, which  were  referred  to  the  same  committee: 

VTHtacA*,  The  medical  teacheia  of  America  have,  after  a  trial  of  twenty-two 
Tears,  &iled  to  meet  ealisfactorily  and  efficiently,  the  requirements  of  tbe  great 
body  of  tbe  profession  in  regard  to  medical  edncation;  and 

WBtMiA,  The  condition  of  the  profession  is  jearlj  beconing  more  deplorable 
on  accoDot  of  the  aDtagoniiUc  and  objectionable  policj  of  medical  schoob,  in  ma- 
king the  amount  of  fee*  charged,  rather  than  scientific  t«aching,  the  basis  of  com- 
petition; and 

Whbbbai,  To  obtain  professionallj  competent  gradoates,  sound  and  efficient 
teachers  are  indispensably  necessary ;  and 

Wnaaus,  Bach  teachers,  to  be  found  tbrougboat  the  country,  can  not  be  in- 
duced to  leave  their  homes  without  the  assnranee  of  competent  remuneration ;  and 

Whsbc^  Snch  remnneration  can  only  be  obtained  by  adequate  fees  charged, 
unless  by  a  system  of  tow  fees  tbe  number  of  students  be  relied  upon  to  make  up 
the  inevitable  pecuniary  deficiency;  and 

Whvbiab,  Reliance  npon  numbers  of  Btndents  for  this  purpose  deplorably 
crowds  tbe  already  overcrowded  proftsaional  field,  diminishing  thereby  tndividnal 
inceme,  Jadgment,  ezpetience,  and  skill,  thereby  compelling  practitioners  to  resort 
to  other  avocations  as  a  source  of  supplemental  income;  and 

Whibias,  This  devotion  to  otber  pursuits  destroys  opportunity  for  stody  and 
improvement,  degrading  thereby  tbe  statns  and  standard  of  American  physicians; 

Wehiai,  The  scbools  of  New  England,  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  Mary- 
land, Virginia,  Sonlii  Carolina,  Oeorgia,  MisMuri,  Tennessee,  Louisiana,  Alabama, 
and  District  of  Colombia,  now  charge  comparatively  remunerative  fees ;  uid 

WasmsAS,  The  Ime  tgitm  of  tees  is  charged  only  in  a  few  of  the  middle  States, 
and  can,  with  advantage,  be  made  to  conform  to  tbe  rate  of  fees  charged  elsewhen; 

Wbikias,  It  is  as  unetbical  for  coUegei  to  underbid  each  other  pecuniirily,  as 
it  is  fitr  pracUtionets  to  do  so; 
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Baohed,  That  beroafter,  no  ibedical  school  in  this  country,  oUi«r  than  tboee 
fUltj  endowed,  be  entitled  to  representation  in  this  Associatioo,  if  the  amooBt 
cbac^  bj  SQcb  icbools  for  a  Bingle  conne  of  regular  lectares  be  leu  tbui  oae 
hundred  and  forty  dollars. 

Raobud,  Tbat  all  MbooU  charging  Ins  than  this  snm  ate  earnestly  requested 
by  this  Association  to  advaoce  tbeit  rat«  of  fees  to  the  amount  mentioned. 

The  report  of  Dr.  Lee,  of  Nev  York,  the  delegate  to  the  AsBocia- 
tion  of  Snperin  ten  dents  of  Insane  Asylums,  was  offered  and  referred 
to  the  section  of  Psychology. 

The  report  of  Dr.  Oross,  of  Pennsylvania,  delegate  to  British  Med- 
ical Association,  was  presented,  together  with  the  letter  to  Dr.  Ehren- 
berg,  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Publication. 

The  time  having  arrived  for  the  consideration  of  the  revision  of 
plan  of  organization,  it  was  on  motion,  taken  np. 

A  recess  was  taken  to  allow  the  selection  of  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Nominationa. 

On  reassembling,  the  Permanent  Secretary  announced  the  following 
aa  the  Committee  on  Nominations : 

New  York,  J.  C.  Smith ;  Delaware,  H.  F.  Askew  j  Pennsylvania,  A.  tf .  Pol- 
lack; Kentucky,  H.  H.  Skillman^  Tennessee,  J.  B.  Lindsley;  Mississippi,  VI.  T. 
Oadbniy;  Alabama,  J.  CochrHO;  Ohio,  Jno.  Townseud;  Indiana,  B.  S.  Wood- 
worth;  IlIJDoiB,  T.  D.  Fitch;  Wisconsin,  H.  Van  Dasen;  Missouri,  J.  S.  Uoore; 
Michigan,  J.  B.  White;  Georgia,  R.  D.  Arnold,-  Louisiana,  8.  Logan;  Texas,  S.  H. 
Welch;  Minnesota,  C.  N.Hewitt;  Arkansas,  B.  Q.  Jennings;  West  Virginia,  W.  J. 
Bates;  Rhode  Island,  G.  L.  Collins;  Disinct  of  Columbia,  L.  W.  Ritchie;  United 
State*  Army,  J.  J.  Woodward ;  Doited  States  Navy,  F.  E.  Potter. 

Dr.  Chaille,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  a  proposition  for  a  common 
medical  nomenclature  in  the  United  States,  taking  as  a  model  an  offi- 
cial publioatioD  on  the  snbject  by  the  Royal  College  of  PhyBicians  of 
London,  and  offered  the  following  resolutions,  which  were  adopted: 

Rtiolvtd,  Tbat  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  by  the  President,  to  report  as 
soon  OS  practicable  to  the  present  session  of  this  Association,  upon  the  following: 

1.  The  propriety  of  adopting  and  using  its  influence  to  have  adopted  by  the 
entire  medical  profession  in  the  United  States,  the  provisional  "Nomenclature  of 
Diseases  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians." 

2.  On  the  practicability  of  having  this  nomenclature  published  in  such  man- 
ner as  may  render  it  easily  and  cheaply  accessible  to  eTery  member  of  the  profes- 

8.  To  recommend  sncfa  other  practical  measures  for  the  action  of  this  Ai»oci»- 
tion  as  nay  be  necesBary  to  introduce  this  nomenclature  into  official  (mllibry, 
naval,  etc,)  and  general  use. 

The  chair  appointed  the  following  gentlemeD  as  the  oommittse: 
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Tbe  reports  of  the  Committee  of  Publication,  and  the  Tieasnrer, 
were  read,  accepted  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Publication. 

On  motion,  the  Committee  on  NominatioDS  were  permitted  to  re- 
tire for  consultation. 

The  special  order  for  twelve  being  the  report  on  Specialists,  it  mta 
read  by  the  Secretary,  and  on  motion  of  Dr.  Sayre,  tbe  reaolnttona 
were  adopted  and  the  report  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Publication. 

The  large  number  of  arrivals  has  iDcressed  the  pertormel  of  tbe 
Association  to  near  four  bnndred. 

Dr.  L.  P.  Yftndell,  Jr.,  of  Kentucky,  introduced  the  following  res- 
olntion : 

Saototd,  That  prirate  huidbilU  addrened  to  tbe  memben  of  tbe  medical  pro- 
fiM^ou,  or  sdTertiiementa  in  newspapers,  colliog  tbe  stteotion  of  profeaaional 
brethren  to  themselTes  as  specialists  be  declared  in  vioIatiOD  of  article  —  of  section 
—  of  the  code  of  Ethics  of  the  AmericaD  Uedical  Association. 

Dr.  N.  8.  Davis,  of  Illinois,  said  it  had  been  tbe  practice  to  pab- 
lish  cards  in  medical  journals  for  the  purpose  of  informing  the  medical 
fraternity  that  tbe  advertiser  devotes  bim^elf  to  special  diBeases. 
These  cards  wore  not  so  mnch  for  the  information  of  the  public,  ae 
for  tbe  medical  fraternity.  He  boped  that,  now  the  qaeation  was  up, 
it  would  be  discuEBed  folly. 

Dr.  L.  P.  Yandell,  of  Kentucky — We  have  allowed  physicians  to 
violate  the  coda  of  ethics  by  advertising  in  our  medical  journals  that 
tbey  are  specialists  in  the  treatment  of  certain  diseases.  In  Europe 
they  are  stricter  in  regard  to  specialists  than  here.  There,  where  a 
physician  wins  a  reputation  in  tbe  treatment  of  certain  diseases,  hia 
professional  brethren  send  cases  to  him  for  treatment,  but  advertise- 
ment is  prohibited.  If  we  are  allowed  to  resort  to  advertisements  not 
as  a  question  of  merit,  but  of  money,  this  Association  should  so  de- 
olare.  I  am  sure  I  am  right  in  this  principle,  and  I  want  to  get  an 
expression  fVom  this  Association. 

Dr.  Sayre,  of  New  Tork— Let  those  who  understand  tbe  best  mode 
of  treatment  in  special  diseases,  instruct  their  professional  brethren 
through  the  proper  channels,  as  the  honorable  way  of  preferment,  not 
by  advertising  as  a  matter  of  dollars  and  cents.  Let  as  look  the  mat- 
ter square  in  tbe  face  and  sustain  tbe  resotntion  of  Dr.  Yandell.  Hay 
my  hand  be  paralyzed  if  I  make  any  attempt  to  profit  by  advertising 
koowledge  I  have  attftined  in  my  profession. 
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Dr.  Mnasey,  of  Obio,  moved  to  amend  b;  inserting  "or  in  medical 
joorD&Is." 

This  ameodmeDt  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Davia,  of  Illinois — The  question  before  us  is  one  to  settle  tb« 
interpretation  of  the  existing  statute.  The  qneatioa  is  whether  that 
mie  of  ethioB  shall  be  enforced  prohiMtiug  publication  of  cards  calling 
attention  of  individuals  laboring  under  particular  disesBes. 

Dr.  Taudell  stated  that  he  bad  preferred  charges  agaiost  a  prac- 
titioner of  Louisville,  for  advertising  himself  as  a  speoialist  in  th« 
newspapers,  and  for  sending  hand'bills  to  physicians,  but  that  the 
medical  societies  of  that  city  not  haviirg  sustained  him,  he  brought 
this  subject  up  for  the  action  of  this  Association.  The  question  is, 
shall  we  associate  with  professional  prostitutes  and  medical  out-laws? 

Dr.  Yandell's  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Priie  Essays  reported  as  follows,  their  report 
being  adopted: 

They  bare  recetved  bot  two  eeaays — one  upon  "The  Physiolopical  Effects  and 
Tlierapeutical  Uresof  Atropia  and  its  Salts;"  the  other  npon  "QoinineasaThera- 
pentic  Agent."  They  agree  to  present  both  of  these  esmys  to  the  Association,  and 
to  recommend  the  award  of  a  prize  of  me  hundred  dollan  to  each  of  them. 

S.  M.  BsHiss,  Chttirvum, 
C.  BaaaD. 
JoaiPH  T.  Scott. 
B.  A.  SniTB. 

The  Secretary  brolte  the  seals,  and  annoanoed  thai  Dr.  S.  S.  Her- 
rick,  of  New  Orleans,  was  the  anthor  of  the  paper  on  quinine,  and  Dr. 
Roberts  Bartholow,  of  Cincinnati,  was  the  autbor  of  that  on  atropia. 

Dr.  Booth  of  Mississippi,  offered  the  following  preamble  and  reso- 

Saobitd,  That  the  proper  constractioo  of  article  four,  tection  one,  Code  of 
Ethics,  A.  M.  A.,  having  been  called  for,  relaUTO  to  consaiution  with  irregular 
pracUtJoners  who  are  graduates  of  regalar  schoola, 

Rttolvtd,  That  said  article  fbar,  Bection  one.  Code  of  Etbice,  A.  H.  A.,  ezclndes 
all  anch  practitioners  from  recogoition  by  the  regular  profession. 

This  resolution  was  ananimonsly  adopted. 

On  motion,  the  Association  adjourned  until  Thursday,  at  nine  A.  K. 

THIRD   BAY,   TBOBSDAT,   MAT   6,   1869. 

The  proceedings  of  yesterday  were,  undoubtedly,  the  most  import- 
ant held  since  the  opening  of  the  session.     The  reports  of  special  oom- 
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mittoea — Bome  of  them  bearing  upon  qnestionB  tiUI  to  the  interest  of 
medical  scicDce — were  read  and  appropriately  acted  upon.  Among  the 
ablest  reports  was  that  on  FreBident  Baldwin's  address,  and  one  from 
the  Committee  on  Medical  Education.  We  gire  the  former  ;  but  we 
regret  that  the  great  length  of  the  latter  prevents  ns  from  publishing, 
at  this  time,  even  a  summary.  We  shonld  judge  that  much  was  done 
yesterday  toward  defining  clearly  the  posiUon  to  be  aasnmed  daring 
the  coming  year  by  the  Association.  Many  of  the  teohnical  reports 
are  of  a  high  order  of  ability. 

Dr.  Baldwin,  President,  in  the  chair.  Dr.  8.  M.  Bemiss  and  Dr. 
Hendenhall,  Vice-Presidents. 

Beading  of  the  minutes  was  dispensed  with. 

Dr.  Parrin  presented  the  following  report  of  Committee  on  Pred- 
dent'a  Address: 

We  can  not  refhda,  before  entering  opon  tbe  conBidemtion  of  tbe  {riiui  recom- 
mcnded  b;  tbe  President  for  the  improTement  of  medical  edncatioa,  gladlj  express- 
ing our  higli  appreciation  of  the  general  t«ne  of  this  address,  of  the  broad  and 
catholic  spirit  which  psrrado  it,  finding  elpreasioa  in  eameBt  and  eloqueat  words 
— in  brie^  we  beliere  the  address  worthy  the  perusal  of  erer;  ineml>er  of  the  pro* 
f«9sion,  in  that  it  was  worthy  tbe  memorable  occasion,  and  ig  worth;  tbe  annal*  of 
medicine. 

On  tbe  other  hand,  we  can  not  rebain,  with  sadness  be  it  said,  from  acknowl' 
edging  tbe  tmth  of  the  terrible  allegations  made  agunst  the  present  condition  of 
medical  education,  and  the  little  success  attending  the  eObrta  for  improvements  in 
snch  conuectioD,  made  dnring  a  score  of  years. 

The  special  recommendation  made  by  the  President  is  in  these  words: 

"  I  would  advise  that  we  appoint  a  conmitlee  of  our  wisest  and  best  men,  to 
digest  a  plan  for  oae  or  more  National  Uedicat  Schools,  and  to  memorialise  Con- 
gress in  behalf  of  tbe  enterprise.  Let  tbe  plan  embrace,  as  a  ba^  the  features 
presented  by  the  Cincinnati  Convention  of  Teachers;  let  these  schools  or  universi- 
ties confer  inch  distinctions  and  privileges  as  will  be  proportionate  to  the  superi- 
ority they  demsnd,  and  such  as  will  make  the  attainment  oftbeir  diploma  an  object 
of  the  ambition  of  those  who  engage  in  tbe  study  of  medicine ;  let  the  choice  be 
open  to  all  aspirants,  and  tbe  appointment  or  election  of  professors  so  guarded  ss 
to  secure  tbe  very  highest  talent,  the  moat  profound  learning,  with  the  moat  fully 
demonstrated  capacity  for  teaching.  Uake  tbe  salaries  of  tbe  profeaeoia  large,  and 
not  depend  upon  tbe  numtier  of  itadenti;  aad  let  the  Federal  QoreroDeoC  assume 
a  pci^tet  share  of  the  expenses  iacuted." 

Tour  committee  express  their  hearty  approval  of  this  general  plan,  but  suggest 
that  the  effort  at  first  should  be  for  the  establish nient  of  a  single  school,  as  more 
ftasible;  and  beside,  one  aoch  institution  would  be  a  model  which  other  medical 
colleges  might,  in  time,  be  Induced  to  imitate  ia  extent,  duration  and  thorongbness 
of  leaching,  iLud  in  rigidaess  of  requirements  for  the  ilegree  of  U.  I>. 

We  likewise  desire  lo  say  that  when  the  dctailaof  thisgtDcnl  ^asantbrown 
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{□to  form,  there  ibould  be  the  amplest  gecnrltj  igaimt  the  placea  and  the  power  of 

•Qch  ft  medicftl  college  as  designed,  ever  (Uling  Into  the  hands  or  politiclana  oi 

the  proteges  of  politiciniis.    If  edicine  is  higher  than  politics,  broader  than  political 

creeds  and  party  platforms. 

In  conclnsioii,  yoor  committee  reiterate  the  recommeodatloa  of  the  Preheat 

as  lo  the  appointment  of  a  committee  fbr  tin  special  porpoee  referred  to. 
The  President  appointed  this  committee  aa  followfi: 
Dr.  N.  S.  Daiia,  of  Chicago,  Dr.  F.  Qurne;  Smith,  of  Philadelphia,  Dr.  D.  H. 

Storer,  of  Boston,  Dr.  G.  S.  OaiHard,  of  Louisrilte,  Dr.  Joseph  Jones,  of  New 

Orleans. 

On  motion.  Dr.  W.  0.  Baldwin,  of  Montgomery,  wbh  added  to  the 
committee. 

The  President  appointed  as  delegafes  to  the  British  Medical  Asbo- 
ciatioD : 

Dr.  H.  Piocfeney,  U.  S.  N.,  B.  R.  MellTaia,  Ohio,  J.  F.  Hibberd,  Indiana,  B. 
Lindsef,  District  Columbia,  Q.  C.  Blackman,  Ohio. 

To  the  Canadian  Araociation : 
Dr.  Alden  March,  Albany, "New  York. 

Dr.  Davis  presented  the  following  from  the  Association  of  Ameri- 
can Medical  Editors : 

To  tht  American  Mtdicat  Attotiattott:  I  have  been  instracted  to  announce  to 
jonr  honorable  body,  that  those  members  of  your  Association  in  attendance  on  this 
annual  meeting,  aAer  proper  consultation,  have  effected  a  permanent  organitation, 
with  the  title  of  "The  Association  of  American  Medical  Edlton."  The  objects  of 
this  fn-ganttation  are  the  ciritlvation  of  ftiendly  relations,  nintnal  assistance,  com< 
mnnity  of  effort  and  means,  where  poMiUe,  in  a  system  of  receiving  foreign  ex- 
changes, and  sending  onr  own  jonmats  abroad,  concert  of  action  in  support  of  im- 
ptovement  in  the  present  sysUim  of  medical  educatioa,  and  of  a  higher  standard  of 
preliminary  attainments  for  those  who  propose  to  enter  npon  the  study  of  mediduej 
in  proposing  laws  for  the  proper  registration  of  births,  marriages  and  deatlis,  in 
collecting  the  names  of  all  the  regular  practitioners  in  the  several  States,  and  in 
promoting  generally  the  value  and  efficiency  of  onr  periodical  medical  literature. 
The  Assodation  thus  fanned  is  to  hold  its  annual  sessions  on  ttie  day  precscUng 
the  annual  meetings  of  this  body,  and  in  the  same  localities.  Dr.  Mitchell,  of  New 
Orleans,  is  the  Fennanent  Secretary,  and  Dr.  J.  B.  Lindsley,  of  Nashville,  Tennes- 
see, the  Aaislant  Secretary.  Congratulating  your  honorable  body  on  the  estab- 
lisbvent  of  another  organized  power  within  th*  ranks  of  yonr  noble  profession, 
I  remain  yours,  most  truly,  N.  S.  Dath,  Bditor, 

President  of  Association  of  American  Medical  Editors, 

Beferred  to  Committee  on  PnUioation. 

Dr.  Parvin  read  the  very  able  report  of  Dr.  J.  C.  Beere,  of  Ohio, 
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npon  Medical  EdncKtioO.  The  report  was  referred  to  tie  Pnblicatioa 
Committee. 

In  the  case  of  a  epecial  vioiatioQ  of  the  code  in  LouteTille,  Een- 
tockj,  Dr.  Gaillsrd  desind  to  remove  a,n  Uoibrtaiiate  and  incorrect 
impression  created  in  the  minda  of  the  ttembera  of  the  Association  by 
one  of  the  del^ates  &om  Louisville  (Dr.  YaDdell),  in  regard  to  a 
fulnre  on  the  part  of  two  medical  eocieties  in  that  city  to  meet 
promptly  and  fully  an  alleged  breach  of  the  code  of  ethics  on  the 
part  of  the  members  of  these  societies. 

Dr.  Gsillard  stated  that  he  was  satisBed  Dr.  Yand«ll  had  no  inten* 
tion  of  creating  a  false  impression  in  this  connection.  The  gentleman 
against  whom  charts  had  been  preferred,  was  a  German  of  profes- 
sional proficiency,  who  recently  arrived,  and  ignorant  of  the  code  of 
ethics,  had  advertised  himself  as  a  specialist  in  the  daily  papers,  and 
sent  private  hand-bills  to  professional  men.  As  soon  as  this  gentle- 
man was  apprised  of  his  fault,  he  had  promptly  withdrawn  his  adver- 
tisement firom  the  daily  papers,  and  had  ceased  sending  the  hand-bills 
mentioned.  The  medical  societies  of  Louisville  decided  that  though 
there  had  been  a  breach  in  the  letter  of  the  code  of  ethics,  the  geuUe- 
man  arraigned  had  no  intention  of  doing  what  was  professionally 
wrong.  These  societies,  therefore,  declined  to  expel  the  member 
against  whom  these  charges  had  been  preferred.  Dr,  Gaillard  thought 
it  due  to  those  societies  and  to  the  gentleman  offending,  that  this  ex- 
planation should  go  upon  the  rocords. 

The  Committ«e  on  Nominations,  Dr.  J.  J.  Woodward,  U.  S.  A., 
fresident,  reported  the  following  names : 

BEPORT  07  THE    NOMINATINQ   COMUITTEE. 

New  Orleans,  LoDiaiANA,  Mat  6,  1869. 
The  Committte  on  Nominations  unanimously  report  as  follows: 

For  President — Qeo.  Uendeuliall,  Ohio. 

For  Vice-PrerideDta — Warren  Stone,  Louisiana,  LewU  A.  Ss^re,  Hew  Tork, 
F,  Ontney  Smith,  PenngjlTania,  John  S.  Moore,  Uigaonri. 

For  Auistant  decretorj — Wm.  Lee,  District  Columbia. 

For  Treasurer — Cuper  Wister,  PennsjlTuiia. 

For  Librarian— Koliert  Rejbum,  District  Columbia. 

Committee  of  Arrangemeuls — Thomas  Antlsell,  cbairmaii,  Robert  Bej-bura,  C< 
U.  Ford,  L.  W.  Ritchie,  W.  J.  C.  Duhamel,  D.  B.  Hayner,  C.  F.  Nally. 

Committee  on  PabUcation — F.  Qume;  Smitb,  Pennsf  Ivaoia,  cbalnnaa,  W.  B. 
Atkinson,  Penniylvania,  A.  J,  Semmes,  Georgia,  Robert  Reybnra,  District  Colam- 
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Oonmlttae  on  Modical  Literatara— J.  J.  Woodward,  V.  S.  A.^  chunsan,  W. 
H.  AoderMD,  AIbImhu,  Thaopbilnt  pMrrtn,  Indiaaft,  Hoimer  A.  Johuon,  lUinoia, 
C.  W.  Panoni,  Rhode  IsUod. 

OaMmittM  of  Prin  Bna7«— Cftafton  Tjlw,  District  ColnmM*,  chtinnu,  N.  R. 
LiDColo,  DUtrict  ColnmbU,  S.  R.  Smith,  HarjUod,  O.  W.  Kitt«abergar,  lUijluid, 
W.  R.  Daabar,  llarjland. 

Committee  on  Bpidemict—Add  tbe  rollowing  to  611  TOMDcies :  J.  K.  Bartlett, 
WlMonriD,  J.  D.  JackaoD,  EcntDckr. 

CommittM  oa  Sdacstion— T.  Q.  RichardsoD,  Loaiaiauft,  ofaalrmau,  K  W.  Jtait, 
Hiehigao,  E.  8.  Oaitlard,  Eantnckr,  W.  U.  HcPheeten,  UiMoari. 

Time  fbr  meetlnf,  in  Waahington,  fint  Tnuday  In  May,  ISTO. 

J.  J.  WooBWAn,  U.  8.  Aq  Okairmm. 

Th«  report  wu  naanimonslj  adopted. 

Dr.  Dftvifl  offered  the  following : 

StMolvtil,  That  a  ipecial  committM  of  three  be  appointed  b>  the  Pretident  to 
present  copies  of  the  reaolaUons  adopted  before  tbe  serenl  State  leedic*!  societies 
al  as  eariy  a  period  ai  possible.  • 

Adopted. 

Dr.  Ch&ille,  of  Loaisiniia,  chairman  ot  the  committee,  preMnted  a 
report  on  medical  nomenclature,  which  was  receired  and  a<lopt«d,  and 
referred  to  Committee  on  Publication. 

The  Committee  on  the  NomenclatDTe  of  DiBcasee  have  the  honor  to  report  that 
it  baa  examined  the  "ProrisioDal  NomeDclatnre  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physiciaai " 
of  London,  and  is  of  the  opinion  that  tt  Ii  duirable  for  this  Association  to  ncom- 
mmd  and  adopt  the  same  fbr  general  nsa  In  this  eonntry,  with  such  modifidatiana 
oa,  on  doliborate  consideration,  may  appear  to  be  aeeeasaiy.  The  foUowing  reio- 
Intion  are  thnafbra  submitted: 

I.  £e4oivtd,  That  a  spocial  committee  of  fifteen  be  appointed  by  the  President 
to  take  this  anbject  into  deliberate  consideration,  and  to  report  at  the  next  annnal 
Modon  what  alterations,  if  any,  are  necessary  to  adapt  tbe  proposed  nomenclature 
to  general  oie  in  the  United  States. 

I.    That  this  committee  be  anttoriied  to  BUnpany  Tacaodea  whiehmay  occw 

S.  That  the  Committee  on  Pabtlcation  be  anthoriied  to  pabliah  for  general 
disbitatioD,  Otoe  thoosand  copies  of  the  English  and  Latin  portions  of  this  nomen- 
clatore,  under  the  designatjon  of  the  Proposed  Nomenclature,  prefacing  the  same 
with  such  remarlts  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  to  secure  the  crilicistn  and  co-ope- 
ration of  M  large  a  number  of  American  medical  men  as  pnwtkable. 

i.    That  the  committee  herdiy  appointed  bo  dtroeted  to  draw  the  attoaHan  of 

Ibe  Sai^eoa  Qaneral  of  the  army,  of  the  Chief  of  the  Borean  of  Medicine  and  Bur- 

gfetj  of  the  aafy,  and  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Censo^  to  the  question  of  their 

•MIcial  adoption  of  tiie  PcopMed  Momenolatun;  to  invite  them  to  appoint  whom 

(M)  ,-,  I 
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they  M«  fit  to  reprcmnt  tbem  on  thii  connitlMi  uid  to  solidt  tncb  co-opsnUon 
U  ma;  b«  neccMiry  to  accompliib  th«  parpoM  dwired,  tic  Tba  final  sdoptloa  of 
BQcb  nomenclatore  sod  dMilfintioD  u  will  racetro  tba  comjoiot  a^roTsl  of  th« 
official  medical  bnrMui*  of  the  gorerament  and  of  tb«  geneial  praftaiion. 

SuKFOBD  E.  Cmulli,  U.  D.,    CktarmoK. 
Covwrmi.— 8.  B.  CbaiHe,  Lonitiana,  J.  J.  Voodwud,  V.  B.  A^  A.  B.  Palmer, 
KichiBan,  F.  O.  Smith,  PennejIniQia,  J.  F.  Beaatii,  Alabama. 
Tho  following  committee  of  fifteen  w&a  appointed: 
Francie  Q.  Smith,  chaiman,  J.  J.  Woodward,  V.  3.  A^  B.  7.  Michel,  AlaUma, 
A.  B.  Palmw,  Hiehigan,  S.  1.  Ohailla,  LouUiaaa,  L.  P.  Tandell,  Jr^  Eentnckj, 
AoattD  Flint,  Nev  Yotlc,  AIodm  Clark,  New  York,  Oeorge  B.  Wood,  PeniiBjlraiii^ 
8.  H.  Dickson,  PenDijlrania,  S.  Jarrit,  Uawacbnaetts,  Theo.  Pairin,  Indiana,  W.  U. 
llcPheetera,  MiatOBri,  E.  II.  Snow,  Bhod«  Island,  N.  PiDknej,  U.  S.  K. 

The  Committoe  on  Hedte&l  Bda«KtioD  kaving  referred  nwtten 
at  issae  to  State  medical  Hooieties,  Dr.  £.  8.  O-aillard,  of  LoaiBTille, 
offered  the  following  motion: 

Jfwrf,  That  the  adoption  of  a  onifbrm  rate  of  collegiate  heg,  oae  hnndted 
and  twenty  dollan,  being  the  minimum,  be  accepted  ai  the  aeatiineat  and  deaira  of 


Dr.  Chullwd  Btatad  thtt  he  would  not  trespass  spon  the  time  of  the 
AHOoiatios  in  spflkking  upon  this  motion;  that  all  of  the  members 
present  were  folly  informed  upon  this  anhjeot.  He  eud  the  profession 
desired  to  learn  the  wish  and  decision  of  the  Association  upon  this  all 
important  qaestion,  and  he  afked  a  full  eipression  of  opinion  and  a 
fall  rote  in  r^ard  to  it. 

Dr.  Sayre,  of  New  York,  opposed  the  resolntion,  hst  on  ondor- 
standing  that  it  did  not  prohibit  an  inorease  of  fees,  withdrew  his 
objections.  He  spoke  against  cheap  medical  colleges,  which  allnred 
young  men  to  an  imperfect  medical  edncatJon,  who  were  afterward 
turned  back  to  the  plow. 

An  amendment  was  proposed  hy  Dr.  Logan,  of  Louisiana,  to  make 
the  minimam  one  hundied  and  forty  dollars  instead  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  dollars. 

Dr.  Hnssey,  of  Ohio,  opposed  the  amendment,  and  stated  that  the 
fees  of  Ohio  bad  to  be  kept  down  to  accord  with  the  fees  of  the  Michi- 
gan college.  The  location  of  the  college  and  the  coat  of  living  made 
the  differeDce.  A  hundred  and  forty  dollar  college  is  considered  good, 
simply  beosnse  one  hundred  and  forty  dollars  is  die  fee,  while  other 
colleges  were  equally  as  good  where  the  fees  were  only  eighty  dollars. 
It  is  impraotieable  to  aooomplieh  this  ehange  at  onoe.  A  saw  ooll^ 
starts  and  comes  up  to  the  full  standard  of  the  old  college  in  th« 
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Tioinitjr,  uid  tiie  UU«r  «omee  down  wiA  iti  fees.  The  new  college 
miut  come  down,  also,  In  order  to  nuintoin  itaelf. 

Dr.  HcPfaeetere,  of  Muaonri,  did  not  agree  with  Dr.  Mnasey  that 
it  was  impracticable  to  fix  the  collegiate  fees  at  a  mioimnm  of  one 
hundred  and  twentj  dollars.  He  favored  the  original  leaolntion,  with- 
oat  amendmeat. 

Dr.  Palmer,  of  Michigan,  alloded  to  the  remarke  of  Dr.  Sajrre,  of 
New  York,  disparaging  one-horae  and  cheap  colleges.  The  Uniycnity 
of  Hiohigaa  was  established  and  allowed  a  donation  from  the  genei&l 
government  of  two  townships  of  land,  and  It  haa  husbanded  iU  re- 
aouroee  and  can  maintain  itself  with  moderate  fees.  Under  the  organic 
law  of  the  State,  eitiaene  were  enlatlsd  to  the  benefits  of  the  Univer- 
«it;  fVee  of  charge,  and,  aa  a  liberal  donation  bad  been  made  by  the 
geoeral  government,  stndenta  had  been  admitted  IVom  other  States  on 
the  same  terms.  Lately,  however,  a  small  fee  had  been  charged  for 
atadenta  from  other  States  who  teeeived  the  benefits  of  the  leotnree. 
We  come  np  in  fees  just  as  far  as  we  tliink  is  tat  the  advantage  of  the 
institation,  and  we  do  not  go  beyond  tiiat  point,  because  it  will  dimin- 
isli  the  nvmbera.  We  are  willing  to  put  np  the  fees  for  students  from 
other  Statea  to  one  hnndrad  and  forty  dollars,  if  neighboring  States 
will  make  the  same  requirements  trom  their  students  as  we  do. 

Dr.  Palmer  then  commenced  describing  the  ^eat  advantage*  of  fku 
ichool,  when  Dr.  Qaillard  called  him  to  order,  stating  that  we  were 
present  to  discuss  principles  involved  and  not  to  tiaten  to  eulogies  upon 
apecial  schools. 

Dr.  Davis,  of  Illinois — I  do  not  olgect  to  diaouaa  the  fees,  but  I  do 
claim  that  it  is  out  of  place  to  advertise  Aa  superior  claims  of  State 
oolleges  here.  We  have  had  no  more  illiterate  students  in  our  Illinois 
college  than  have  come  to  ns  after  one  course  in  the  University  of 

Dr.  Parrin,  of  Indiana — I  move  to  amend  by  striking  ont  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  dollars  and  inserting  one  hundred.  If  we  make  the  fees 
of  colleges  uniform,  the  next  step  will  be  to  make  the  fees  of  practi- 
tjoners  uniform — the  same  in  the  villagea  of  the  west  as  in  the  city  of 
New  York — and  that  is  not  equitable  or  practicable.  It  is  not  possi- 
ble for  the  schools  of  Ohio  to  keep  even  their  present  classes,  and 
charge  one  hundred  and  forty,  or  even  one  hundred  and  twenty,  while 
tbey  may  at  one  hiindred  dollars,  notwithstanding  the  competion  of 
Ann  Arbor,  with  its  low  feet.    Why  then  graap  after  nBattunable 
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good,  and  reject  the  possible?  Hake  the  minimnm  one  hundred  dol- 
lars, and  the  two  prinoipal  schools  of  GiDciniuiti  may  come  op  to  it. 

Dr.  Logan  of  New  Orleans,  advooated  the  sam  of  one  haodred  ftod 
forty  dollars,  as  the  minimam  of  collegiate  fees,  and  arged  the  adop- 
tion of  fais  amendment.     Lost. 

The  amendmeDt  of  Dr.  Farvin,  to  fix  the  minimum  at  one  hnndrvd 
dollan,  was  also  lost. 

The  resolution  was  then,  as  originally  presented,  UDanimonsIy 
adopted. 

Special  Committee  on  the  RclatiTe  Advantages  of  Syme's  and  Piro* 
goff'a  Mode  of  Amputating  at  the  Ankle,  Dr.  G.  A.  Otis,  U.  S.  A., 
chairman,  Sr.  0.  M.  HoUoway,  of  LootsTille,  Kentucky. 

Proposed  by  J.  J.  Woodward.    Approved. 

Dr.  BemisB  presented  fVom  Dr.  John  Watters,  of  St  Louis,  Miaaoori, 
a  paper  on  the  Doctrines  of  Force — Physical  and  Vital. 

Dr.  Toner,  Distriot  Columbia,  moved  that  a  Committee  on  Variola 
be  appointed — Dr.  J.  Jones,  ohainnan.     Adopted. 

Dr.  Pinckoey,  U.  S.  N.,  made  statemenU  concerning  relative  grades 
of  rank.    The  paper  was  ordered  to  be  spread  upon  the  minutes. 

Association  ftdjonrned  to  meet  at  nine  o'clock  A.  M.,  Friday,  May  Tth. 

rODSTH  DAT,  rsmAT,  MAT  7,  1869. 

The  Association  met  at  nine  o'olook,  Dr.  Baldwin  in  tbe  chair. 

Reading  of  the  minutes  omitted. 

Dr.  Joseph  Jonea,  Louisiana,  presented  a  number  of  speotmens  of 
pathology,  anatomy,  and  natural  history.  The  explanations  were  very 
interesting,  and  received  with  applause. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Osrrieh,  New  York,  the  thanks  of  the  Aasooia- 
tion  were  tendered  to  Dr.  Jones. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  F.  0.  Smith,  of  Pennsylvania,  the  following  reso- 
ItttioDS  were  unanimously  adopted  by  a  vote  of  the  members  present, 
standing  as  a  mark  of  respect : 

Mtiolntil,  That  the  thanka  of  thu  Avociiition  are  justly  due  and  are  hercb; 
tendered  to  the  Pitddent  for  the  uniform  kindneu  and  coortes;  with  which  he  hit 
presided  over  its  delibantious,  and  to  the  Commiltee  of  Arrangeinents,  tb«  phjat- 
dans  and  citizens  of  New  Orleans,  foi  the  generoos  hoapitolitj  and  fraternal  kiud- 
neu  with  which  we  have  been  received  and  treated  aince  onr  sojourn  in  theit  citf, 
w[tb  the  asaurance  that  the  memories  of  this  viait  will  always  be  among  the  brighl- 
eet  and  most  eDdaring  of  our  Uvea. 

Bavbitd,  That  we  also  prennt  onr  thanks  to  the  varions  railroad  and  ettan- 
boat  companies  who  bare  so  liberally  extended  to  as  flKilitiet  of  transportatimi, 
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and  to  the  cUHj  pren  lor  thctr  effici^t  aid  In  reporting  the  proceedings  of  thb 


Ou  motion  of  Dr.  Hoore,  of  HissiBslppi,  tbe  following  pr«uttbl« 
and  resolution  were  adoptod : 

Wnni^  Tb«  contract  sjatem  to  contrary  to  medical  ethics, 

Bt40iBed,  thai,  all  contract  phjsiiaanB,  aa  well  aa  thoM  gniltj  of  bidding  tot 
practice  at  lea*  rates  than  those  establiihed  bj  a  ni^oritf  of  regular  gradoates  of 
the  Mine  localit)',  be  claued  as  irregular  practitJoneri. 

Tbe  following  reports  of  the  eeotions  followed: 

Section  on  Meteorolog;,  Medical  Topography  and  Eptdeuies,  reported.  Paper 
accapted  and  nhrteA  to  the  Committee  on  Publication. 

Sections  on  pHrtical  Medicine  and  Obstetrics,  reported  and  report  accepted,  and 
reftrrtd  to  Committee  on  PablEcatlon. 

The  report  on  Training  of  Nuraeg  nag  accepted,  and  the  accompanjing  resolu- 
tions adopted. 

Section  on  Medical  Jurisprudence,  Hygiene  and  PhjBiology,  reported.  Cotn- 
tnitlee  continued  for  next  year.  Report  accepted  and  referred  to  Committee  on 
Fobllcation. 

Section  on  Surgery  proposed  tliat  their  report  be  receiTsd  without  formality 
and  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pablication.  Adopted- 
After  being  read,  tbe  report  was  accepted  and  ordered  to  \>t  published. 

Section  on  Pijchology,  the  same  dispoaition. 

The  Freaident  appointed  Dr.  J.  M.  Tojiei  n  committee  of  one,  at 
Washington,  D.  C,  to  assist  the  Librarian  of  Congress  to  keep  the 
books  of  the  Assooialion. 

On  motion  for  adjonrnment,  the  President  delivered  this  address, 
which  was  unanimonsly  aocept«d  and  ordered  to  be  published  in  the 
traossotiona  of  the  Association : 

OMHrMumi:  Before  I  sabmit  the  motion  just  made,  and  which,  when  adopted, 
will  practically  eloee  my  official  relations  to  tliis  body,  allow  me  to  return  yon  my 
most  cordial  and  gratefUl  tbanka  for  the  uniTereal  kindness  which  I  bare  receiTed 
at  yonr  hands.  Whaterer  my  fnture  lot  in  life  may  be,  tbe  world  holds  no  honors 
which,  to  me,  can  equal  those  conferred  by  yon.  The  (Eternal  good  will  whi^ 
haa  aa  conspicnoosly  marked  yonr  deliberations,  baa  been  to  me  a  matter  of  InBnlta 
Mdaiaetion  and  pride,  and  will  aot  be  the  least  among  the  giatefUl  menuriM  wtiofa 
will  gladden  my  heart  as  I  may  hereafter  review  Uie  inoidents  of  my  official  eoi^ 
uecUon  with  yon. 

To  win  your  jadgment  and  approval,  to  hold  up  the  dignity  of  fellowship,  the 
Qsefhlnesi  of  association,  and  the  interest  and  prosperity  of  the  profession  at  large, 
hare  certainly  occupied  my  most  anilous  thonghts  since  my  elevation  to  this  posi- 
tion; yet,  to  chei^sb  and  promote  tbe  intimate  and  cordial  n-lations  of  fHendship 
betweea  tbe  individna]  members  of  this  Anodation  agalnet  all  sectional  diiUnctiona 
or  geographical  lines,  has  also  been  antong  Ike  cUaf  et^ecti  of  my  a«Wiion  and 
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Uie  nmect  desire  of  mj  heui.  Goold  I  now  brilere  that  nj  flflbrti  hftT«  r*nMba<- 
tod  ill  the  Blighteat  degna  to  enl&rglBg  that  hsTmon;  of  sentiment  and  fratnMl 
fMlng  wldcb  hM  bora  »  sppareat  thronghont  thi*  meetiag,  I  thould  feel  tlut  I 
had  Dommenced  at  least  to  malce  lome  return  Tar  tlie  great  honor  and  kindnca 
received  at  j out  hands. 

It  now  onlf  lemuns  for  me,  gentlemen,  to  agdn  express  t«  70a  1117  tbttnki,  to 
wlah  7on  a  safe  return  to  /our  homee  and  labors,  a  bapp;  retmien  with  jonr  tHendt 
and  families,  and  to  pranonnce  the  sad  word,  over  which  the  heart  of  fKendlhlp 
would  fUn  liDgei,  m  I  bid  700  an  alltetlonate  farewell. 

W.  0.  Balowu,  ftiMiU  A.  M.  A. 

The  CoiiTentioB  ftdjonnietl  to  meet  in  WaahingtOD,  J).  C,  tUe  seo- 
ond  Tuesday  in  May,  1870. 

(This  report  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  is  chieB; 
taken  fVom  the  Oburier-Jo^mal,  a  copy  of  which  was  receired  th>ni  Dr.  GaiUard. 
It  evidently  was  condensed  by  some  medical  hand  from  the  reports  of  the  New 
Orleans  papers,  which  were  rery  IVill,  eapeoially  those  In  the  Twut.  We  thank  Dr. 
Qaillard  for  his  kindness,  for  It  saved  ns  no  little  work.) 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  DEARBORN  COUNTY  MEDICAL 
SOCIETY.  

TKe  Society  met  at  the  room  of  Lieut.  Yaaghan,  in  Lawrencebtirgb, 
April  13tli,  18G9,  and  was  called  to  order  by  tte  President,  Dr.  Sntton. 

Present,  Drs.  Harding,  Kyle,  Haines,  Lamb,  Bond,  Walter,  Bale, 
Layton,  Bobbins,  and  Miller. 

Minutes  of  pievioos  meeting  were  read,  amended  and  approred. 

Dr.  Lamb  requested  an  ezpreaaion  of  tbe  members  of  tbe  Society 
on  tbe  treatment  of  pseud o-membranooB  croup,  upon  whicb  subject 
nearly  all  present  gave  their  riews. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Miller,  Dr.  D.  H.  Harding  being  present,  was 
invited  to  participate  in  the  diacuBsion. 

Dr.  Sale  reported  a  ease  to  whioh  he  was  o&Iled  and  diagnosed  in- 
flammation of  the  tnohea.  In  a  fbw  days,  in  a  fit  of  spaemodio  conn- 
ing, a  small  chip  of  wood  wu  expelled,  and  tbe  symptoms  subaided. 

Dr.  Button  reported  a  similar  case  in  which  tracheotomy  was  per- 
formed, and  a  grain  of  corn  extracted,  with  entire  relief. 

Dr.  Sutton  read  some  interesliog  facts  relating  to  tbe  meteorolog- 
ical condition  of  the  atmosphere  during  the  autumnal  mouths  of  1866, 
1867  and  1868,  with  its  inflnenoe  on  the  h.ealth.  The  first,  remarkabl* 
tat  Ite  humidity;  t^e  seeond,  for  ttte  until  amount  of  rain  ftU;  »nd 
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jst,  bftth  1MM  extrtordiBBrily  k«althfnl.  The  I&rt  year  BhoTiBg  near^ 
»  meui,  wu  noted  for  tke  amuiul  amooiit  of  sicluMfl,  showing  that 
oonditioBS  of  tko  atneephen  exert  le«  influence  on  the  health  than  is 
genoTftll;  snppoeed. 

Dr.  Hiller  moved  that  article  sixth  of  the  constjtntion  be  eo  amended 
that  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  be  appointed  at  each  meeting, 
•onpoeed  of  memben  residing  at  the  place  where  the  next  meeting 
U  to  be  held.  Also,  article  nintb,  so  that  five  members  aball  consli' 
tnte  a  qnomm,  whioh  ware  adopted. 

Dr.  Sntton  anhmitted  the  following  prea^abte  and  teaolotion,  which 
was  aaanimondj  adopted : 

WaiaiAi,  Dearborn  coontj  has  no  tDitablcbaUdingoracooinniadaUtnifcrlbe 
medical  treatmeDt  of  our  pM)p«r  popnlaUcm,  aeiUiM  kare  we  a  nitable  bnildiDg 
ftr  Uie  confiBBBSBt  aiul  Bomroit  of  that  daea  at  insane  who  can  not  be  admitted 
into  the  BMpital  fiir  the  Inoana  at  iDdiaaapoIia  j  and 

Waaai^  7oi  want  of  incb  accommodation,  we  baTe  recently  seen  one  of  oar 
citiieni,  while  laboring  nndar  partial  insanity,  confined  in  out  coant;  Jul,  placed 
in  iTone,  and  sunoanded  by  criminals,  treatment  which  was  not  only  cmel,  bnt 
well  calculated  to  aggraTato  all  the  symptom!  of  bia  disease;  and 

WaiBEas,  We  beliere  that  when  a  county  beconue  m  wealthy  and  contains 
a  popolatian  aa  la^e  as  Dearborn,  with  as  may  paopen  as  we  now  have  ceqairini; 
sa*dieal  aid,  and  as  many  insane  who  are  not  properly  provided  toi,  that  a  county 
hosintal,  or  a  building  more  sattable  than  the  one  we  now  have,  should  be  erected 
near  the  county  seat  or  some  otber  point  easy  of  access,  and  placed  under  the  con- 
trol of  an  iDtelligent  physician  with  proper  assistants;  and 

Wasaais,  We  Iwliere  such  conaty  or  local  hospital  will  meet  the  wants  of  the 
commnnity  better  ^an  the  erection  by  the  State  of  a  large  centra]  hospital,  as 
recommended  by  the  lodtaaa  State  Medical  Society  *t  its  last  mesUng,  from  tbe 
faot  (hat  a  large  portion  of  the  cases  requiring  medical  treatment  conld  not  be 
bansported  safely  from  disUnt  and  different  parts  of  the  State,  each  aa  patients 
laboring  under  acute  disuses,  many  of  whom  would  die  before  they  could  be  got 
.10  the  hoepital;  or  those  sufFering  from  contagions  diseases,  the  cemortlof  whom, 
to  a  distant  hospital,  would  endanger  the  public ;  or  those  surgical  cases  ariring 
tnm  accidents  reqnlrlng  Immedlate^treatmeat,  sacb  u  the  redaction  of  dislocations, 
replacing  of  fractures  and  dressing  of  wonnda,  kc,  all  of  which  might  be  safely 
remored  a  short  distance  to  a  county  hoepital;  therefore 

MfolBed,  That  a  eomtalttOB  of  three  be  tqi^iatsd  to  present  to  our  county 
oommissioners,  at  th^  next  seaaion,  the  ImportaaeB  of  haTiag  more  suitable 
accommodations  for  the  medical  treatment  of  onr  poor  and  the  comfort  and  treat- 
ment of  the  insane  within  onr  county,  as  wants  which  hamanity  demands  and  onr 
commnuity  require,  and  report  at  our  next  quarterly  meeting. 

Ttn.  Sntton,  Harding  and  Eyle,  were  appointed  the  oomonittea. 
LicaL  J.  V.  Taoghaa,  who  lost  a  leg  at  the  batOe  of  CoU  Harbor, 
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June  lit,  1864,  which  wm  re-am patated  at  Ohieago,  by  Prof.  Bruoaid, 
October  10th,  18M,  kindly  oatne  befbre  the  8(Mi«ty  asd  anbaiitted  his 
stump  for  ezsmination.  Thto  is  a  caM  of  neorosis  which  has  grmdn- 
ally  been  extending  iUelf  op  the  shaft  of  the  bone,  aod  diBoharging 
ftxim  MTcral  openings. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Lamb,  Uie  Secretary  was  reqneet«d  to  famiBh  a 
aynopsiB  of  the  proceedingi  for  publication  in  the  WeHem  Jovmai  of 
Mtdidne  and  Oiitdnnati  Lancet  and  (Aterver. 

Dre.  Harding,  Miller  and  Sale,  were  chosen  delegates  to  the  Indi- 
ana State  Medical  Society. 

'  Dr.  BobbisB  read  a  history  of  a  case  of  spina  bifida,  occnrriog  ia 
the  practice  of  Dr.  Walter,  in  which  ampatallon  was  resorted  to,  bat 
the  child  only  Ured  a  few  days. 

Dr.  Sutton  reported  a  ease  ooenrring  In  hia  pvactioe  some  yean 
ago,  of  a  tnmor  on  the  back  of  the  head,  so  large  aa  to  give  rise  to  the 
rumor  in  the  city  of  a  child  born  with  two  heads.  He  introduced  a 
trocar  and  drew  off  a  large  quantity  of  serous  fluid;  the  sack  re-filled 
and  he  punctured  it  aguu;  the  child  died  some  fifteen  months  after- 
ward, of  hydroo^halas. 

Drs.  Walter  and  Haines,  each  reported  a  case  somewhat  analogous. 

Drs.  Sutton,  Haines  and  Lamb,  were  appointed  Committee  of  Ar- 
rangements for  next  meeting. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Miller,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  Lieut. 
Vanghan  for  the  use  of  his  room  for  this  and  future  meetings. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Haines,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  the  phy- 
fliciaoB  of  Lawrenceburgh  for  their  hospitable  entertainment. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  to  meet  at  Aurora,  on  the  last  Tuesday 
in  May,  at  ten  o'clock  A.  v.  C.  B.  Millir,  Secretary. 


JOHNSON  COUNTY  M£DICAL  SOCIETY.. 

This  organisation  held  its  annual  meeting  at  the  Court  House,  in 
Franklin,  on  Tuesday,  Hay  11th,  beginning  at  ten  A.  H. 

The  following  named  members  were  present,  vis:  W.  0.  Bice,  J. 
H.  Donnell,  J.  L.  Farris,  J.  H.  Puller,  J.  A.  Marshall,  D.  H.  Miller, 
A.  Miller,  J.  T.  Jones,  P.  W.  Payne,  J.  B.  Beam,  J.  J.  Sadler,  J.  F. 
Wallace,  B.  Wallace,  W.  A.  Webb,  and  B.  D.  WiHan. 

The  record  of  the  last  meeting  having  been  read  and  approved, 
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th«  Sotietj  wu  &Yored  with  &&  emy  by  Pregideot  P.  W.  Pajne,  on 
"Tlie  Dntiea  uad  Reapoueibilities  of  Phjeicisna,  aa  Experta  in  CaseB 
of  Crimo  eonunitted  under  the  lufloeaca  of  Istoxioati&g  Liqnors." 
The  eaaajiat  held  that  a  man  is  not  reaponaible  for  aeto  committed  in 
the  eecood  atag*  of  intoxication.  The  reading  wu  followed  by  an 
animated  diacnmion,  in  which  the  larger  nvmber  held  with  the  eaeay- 
iat,  but  some  inaiflted  that  criminal  responsibility  does  extend  to  the 
second  atage  of  druakenneas. 
Adjoamed  to  one  p.  m. 

AFTKBNOON   BKSBIOK. 

An  essay  was  read  by  B.  Wallace,  on  Post  Portnm  Hemorrhage. 
The  diacnmion  of  thia  anlyect  was  participated  in  by  moat  of  the  mem- 
bers present.  ^ 

This  being  onr  annual  meeting,  the  officers  were  eleoted  aa  follows : 

PtnUtnt—J.  A.  ICarshkU. 
FiM-iVcndmf— J.  S.  Fania. 
Setretary—B.  Wnllaoo, 
Trtaturer—J.  H  PnlleT. 

The  Committee  on  Obstetrics  were  not  prepared  to  report,  and  were 
iBstracted  to  leave  their  blanka  in  the  hands  of  practitioners  till  close 
of  this  year,  and  tben  eall  them  in  and  prepare  a  report  to  be  presented 
at  a  apecial  meeting  in  January  next. 

A  motion  prerailed  that  we  hold  a  special  meeting  the  first  Tues- 
day in  July,  to  hear  Dr.  Jones'  paper  on  Diphtheria,  and  also  reports 
of  any  interesting  cases  which  members  may  be  treating. 

J.  H.  Donnell,  W.  A.  Webb  and  B.  WaUace,  were  appointed  a 
ooBimittee  to  confer  with  the  pieaent  coroner  in  reference  to  resigning 
in  favor  of  a  medical  man,  and  a  motion  prevailed  raqnesting  J.  T. 
Jones  to  accept  the  office,  if  his  appointment  by  the  commiaaioners 
Cttn  be  secured. 

On  motion,  W.  C.  Hall  was  excluded  from  membership  for  oon- 
tempt  of  Ai»  Society. 

J.  L.  Kegly  was  eIeol«d  a  member,  having  been  duly  recommended 
by  the  "Committee  on  Admission  of  Hombers." 

A  resolnlion  prevailed,  that  members  be  allowed  to  invite  thefr 
friends  outside  the  proGBssion,  to  attend  our  meetings. 

The  Soeiety  was  instructed  to  furnish  a  copy  of  these  prooeedinga 
to  the  We$lem  Jotarval  of  Medicine  for  publioatjon. 

Ai4jo<umed  to  Jaly,  6th  prox.  S.  WiXUoK,  Saeniny. 
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PHmPMJBlA,  May  1&,  1867. 

In  mj  letter  of  Ahroli  15th,  I  ftlluded  to  tho  iatroductian  of  tite 
Earth-Closet  iitt«  the  lower  surgical  ward  of  the  PenasjlTaaia  Hos- 
pital, and  the  employment  of  the  dry  clay  ae  a  eurgical  dreasiog  by 
St.  Addiaell  Hewson,  one  of  the  siugeonB  to  the  Hospital.  The  Closet 
has  fclly  realised  the  expectations  of  its  friends  in  ita  working,  Knd 
has  demonstrated  its  ralue  as  an  appliance  in  hoBptt&l  wards.  One  is 
DOW  in  Buccesafnl  use  in  the  Philadelphia  Hospital,  and  for  some  time 
past  the  earth  has  been  nsed  as  a  deoderixer  in  the  nrinala  at  the 
Episcopal  Hospital. 

During  the  past  two  months,  Dr.  Hewson  baa  continued  bis  iBves- 
tigations  in  the  great  variety  of  cases  presented  for  treatment  in  the 
wards,  to  test  most  thoroughly  its  value  and  to  determine  the  nature 
of  its  action.  In  order  to  do  tbia,  be  has  used  it  to  the  exclusion  of 
all  other  applicationa,  and  has  carefully  obeerred  the  results.  Tbua 
ta,  he  has  found  that  its  action  is  most  decided  in  those  eases  in  which 
exist  high  inflammatory  conditions  and  excessive  suppuration.  Ila 
power  to  prevent  putrefactive  change,  has  been  shown  in  a  marked 
manner  in  a  case  of  amputation  at  the  tibio-tarsat  articulation.  The 
iigury  was  produced  by  machinery,  and  the  structuTes  were,  as  «  eon- 
•eqnence,  veij  mnch  lacerated.  Desiring  to  give  the  patient — a  work- 
ing man — aa  serviceable  a  stump  as  possible,  Pirogoff's  method  was 
employed.  By  reason  of  the  lacerated  condition  of  tbe  parts,  the 
vascular  supply  was  out  off,  and  the  posterior  flap  lost  ite  vitality. 
Under  the  application  of  the  earth-dressing,  the  decomposed  tissue 
would  not  slough  off,  i^nd  in  order  to  acoomplish  its  removal,  a  fer- 
menting poultice  was  resorted  to.  The  first  twenty-four  hours  of  it* 
application  developed  the  putrefWctive  process,  and  tiie  amount  of  pua 
discharged  was  quadrupled.  When  the  dead  tissue  had  been  removed, 
the  earth -dressing  was  re-applied,  and  the  amount  of  pua  discharged 
decreased  in  the  ratio  of  its  increase  under  the  fennenting  poultioe. 
The  Toaulte  in  this  case  seem  certainly  to  prove  its  power  to  prevent 
the  putrefactive  process. 

Tb«  method  of  preparation  of  the  olay  for  snrgioal  porposea,  is 
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very  BiApIe.  Tellov  o\nj  ia  leleoted,  well  dried,  not  baked,  pulTericed 
and  iiittl;  ufted.  Ite  &pplu)ati<m  is  euj,  beiag  pUcad  in  direct  oob- 
tact  witk  the  Boifaoea,  aod  kept  in  poution  by  eompresses  and  bond- 
i^lM.  Dr.  H.  nees  exolniiyely  the  paper  drewiBgs,  made  of  nngkied 
white  paper.  For  applieation  to  the  eztramiti«a,  the  paper  is  used  in 
the  form  of  the  bandage  of  Boultetas.  In  ampatatioDS,  the  stniap  ia 
pMiked  in  the  eky,  in  the  ordinary  jVaetnre  box,  or  in  boxes  loade  of 
binden'  board. 

Whatever  m^  be  the  nltimate  verdict  as  to  the  value  of  the  dry 
elay  ae  aurgioal  dreaeing,  Dr.  Hewion  at  least  dmerves  credit  for  the 
thorongh  manner  in  which  he  has  proseeated  hia  investigattODS.         , 

It  seems  that  Twitchell,  the  murderer  of  his  mo^er-in-iaw,  Hrs. 
Hill,  was  not  satisfied  with  his  afforta  to  pnzale  the  doetori  dnring  his 
trial,  as  to  the  character  of  the  weapon  used  in  producing  the  deatlt  of 
his  victim,  bnt  endeavored,  in  his  own  death,  to  leave  behind  a  prob- 
lem  for  their  sotntion.  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  day  seleoted  for 
fais  execution,  he  was  found  in  "rigor  mortis,"  lying  on  the  cot  in  hk 
oellj  eridently  destroyed  by  some  poisonous  i^Bt,  the  nature  of  which 
could  not,  at  that  time,  be  deUrmined.  An  empty  tin-cup,  upon  a 
«huT  beside  the  eot,  gave  no  evidence  as  to  what  it  had  contained,  or 
whether  it  had  been  naed  in  the  administration  of  the  drug.  The  por- 
tion of  tiie  body  seemed  to  indicate  that  spasmodic  movemento  had 
peoeded  death,  as  there  were  slight  opisthotonos  and  flexion  of  the 
fingers;  the  pnpile  were  bat  slightly  dilated;  the  jaws  were  firmly 
closed.  In  oihej  rcBpects,  the  appearanoas  were  not  charaoteristic  o£ 
the  effaot  of  any  particular  poison.  It  was,  therefore,  left  for  the 
autopsy  to  demdethe  question.  The  examination  w&s  made  about 
twelve  hours  after  it  is  supposed  death  ooouired.  On  removing  the 
ealvariun,  the  odor  of  bydto-cyanio  add  was  strongly  exhaled,  and  as 
the  eKamination  progressed,  this  odor  was  found  to  pervade  all  the 
tissnes.  The  mnoons  membrane  of  the  stomach  was  slightly  reddened, 
and  the  blood  was  in  a  fluid  condition.  With  these  exceptions,  no 
abnormal  conditions  ware  discovered.  The  fluid  state  of  the  blood 
WU  an  unusual  condition,  and  attracted  the  attention  of  those  present 
at  the  examination.  It  is  not  noted  as  a  condition  by  writers  on  tha 
snlgeot,  of  ihe  effects  of  this  poison.  Taylca,  in  his  work,  mentions 
one  case  of  poisoning  bypmssic  aoid,  in  which  "the  muscles  were  red, 
and  gave  ont,  on  section,  a  good  deal  of  fluid  blood."  A  apecimen  of 
the  blood  was  presented  at  a  meeting  of  the  Patholt^icat  Society,  by 
the  Fremdent,  Dr.  Packard,  and  refierred  to  a  oommittee  for  examina^ 
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tJon.  This  committee,  ooiiBittnig  of  Z>n.  K«en  ukl  Hare,  rati*  tkeir 
report  at  the  last  meetiBg.  They  had  sabmitted  the  speoimen  of  blood 
to  Tepeatod  and  oareAil  exaBiBations,  bat  covld  diBcoTsr  do  canse  to 
aeeount  for  its  non-co^nbtbilitj.  Appended  to  the  leport  waa  a  Btat«- 
ment  of  the  remlta  obtainod  in  a  aeries  of  experiments  inatituted  by 
then,  to  aeoertain  the  ofieot  of  the  poison  upon  tbe  blood  of  aninalK 
Babbits  were  selected  for  Uie  purpose,  and  the  ezperimeats  were  con- 
dncted  with  great  car«(  The  poison  was  administered  in  rarying  qoas- 
titles,  and  in  diffierent  oombiiwtioBB,  and  in  no  ease  waa  the  blood 
foand  flnid.  The;  propose  to  continue  their  investigations,  and  will 
prepare  a  full  report  for  pnblteation  in  the  transactions  of  the  Society. 

On  WodneHday  last,  Dr.  Washington  h.  Atlee,  the  diatingoiahed 
OTariatomist,  performed  his  two  hundred  and  third  operation.  The 
case  was  one  of  nnnsal  interest,  owing  to  the  involvement  of  both 
ovaiies  and  the  existence  of  extensive  and  complicated  adhesions.  ' 
.  AeoordtBg  to  the  history  fornislied,  the  disease  manifested  it«elf 
in  the  right  ovary  about  one  year  since,  and  had  steadily  progreased 
withont  much  constitutional  disturbance.  The  patient,  a  native  of 
Ireland,  waa  the  mother  of  four  children,  and  in  fair  condition. 

The  operation  was  performed  with  all  the  skill  and  method  whioh 
eharaeteriie  tb«  doctor,  for  ho  ia  one  of  the  most  ajatematio  men  in 
the  profession,  and  his  operations  are  models  of  system  and  good  ordor. 
I  venture,  in  the  hope  that  it  may  prove  Intwesting  to  some  of  yoar 
leadera,  to  deeeribe  briefly  his  method.  All  preparations  for  the  ope- 
ration are  made  under  his  personal  snpervision.  Th^  patient  ia  placed 
upon  the  table,  with  the  shoulders  elevated,  limbs  projeoting  beyond 
and  supported  upon  stools.  When  all  is  in  read iness,  which  isMVon- 
abfy  at  the  time  appointed,  he  enters  the  room  where  are  assembled  his 
assistants  and  the  gentlemen  invited  to  witness  the  operation.  In  a 
few  words,  the  history  of  the  case  ia  given,  his  diagnosis  is  aonoBnced, 
and  the  method  of  operation  explained,  accompanied  by  the  statement 
that  it  will  not  be  completed,  if  such  conditions  exist  as  in  his  judg- 
ment tender  it  improper  to  proceed.  Silence  is  to  be  maintained,  ttoA 
the  assistants  are  to  take  the  places  assigned  them,  and  give  atriet 
attention  to  their  duties. 

The  anseBthetio  used  is  one  part  of  chloroform  to  two. parts  of 
ether — liqnid  measure.  When  the  patient  is  anffisthetised,  the  opera- 
tion is  oommenced,  the  Doctor,  standing  npon  the  right  side  of  his 
patient,  an  incision,  trom  two  and  one-half  to  three  inches  in  length, 
and  about  three  inches  below  th«  umbilicus,  ia  made  in  the  iinea  alb^ 


iM,Coo<^lc 


m 

BcMhing  the  ha  bj  oarafal  diviuoD  of  the  abdoniiiftl  waII,  ha  intro- 
-  dnees  »  finger  and  fnea  the  margiiiB  of  th«  wonad.  iDtrodacing  now, 
two  or  more  fingere,  the  extettt  of  the  |>uriettil  adhesiooB  are  detw> 
miaed  and  broken  np.  The  ojat  ia  aow  eTMoated  hj  plvDgiag  a  targe 
trocar  into  it,  eore  being  taken  that  none  of  its  eontantB  escape  into 
the  abdominal  oavitj.  If  otber  oysts  eKiat,  the  perforator  is  re-intro- 
dnced  into  the  (tennia,  forced  tJtrongh  At  septa,  and  the  fluid  evaev 
nted  throngb  the  opening  made  into  the  large  078!. 

Fnrlher  explorationa  ace  made  bj  the  band  to  aaoertain  whetbor 
dtere  are  omental  or  intestinal  adheaiona.  Zf  yeceoaar;,  the  wound  ia 
enlaced  and  the  points  of  adhesion  brought  into  Tiew.  OmenUl 
adfaeaionB  are  oarefotly  separated,  and  the  ends  given  in  charge  of  an 
HsiatAnt,  who  prerente  their  return  to  1h«  eaTit;,  and  also  controls  - 
any  hemorrhage  which  may  ooenr  from  divided  Teasels.  Usually,  in* 
testinal  adhesiona  are  gently  detached  by  the  fingers.  If  they  are 
^xtenure  and  firm,  a  portion  of  the  sac  is  disaeeted  off,  and  permitted 
to  remain  adherent.  In  this  way,  the  intestine  escapes  the  injury  which 
might  arise  from  the  efforts  made  to  break  np  the  adhesions.  The  sac 
is,  by  gentle  manipulation,  drawn  through  the  opening,  the  pedicle 
•ought  for  and  secured  by  the  clamp.  The  pedicle  being  seoored,  the 
aao  is  detached,  and  attention  is  given  to  the  hmmorrkagc:— if  any  ooonr 
fVom  the  omental  tcbscIb,  they  are  ligated  after  being  retrenehed — 
hmmorrhage  from  the  porietes  is  oonteoiUed  by  means  of  torsion  aon- 
preSeure,  or  if  necessary,  the  ligature  is  resorted  to.  The  abdominal 
oavity  is  now  oarefdlly  sponged,  tepid  water  and  soft  sponge  being 
osed  for  that  pnrpose.  The  pediole  and  the  ends  of  ligated  vesaels 
are  placed  between  the  edges  of  the  incision.  The  clamp  holds  the 
pedicle  in  position,  and  pins  are  oaed  to  secure  the  ends  of  the  reaaels. 
The  edges  of  the  incision  are  brought  togeUter  by  the  introdnotion 
of  interrupted  wire  sutures,  and  adhesive  strips  are  applied.  A  com- 
press, covered  by  a  mass  of  raw  cotton  is  applied,  the  whole  being 
aeoured  in  place  by  a  bandage  of  soft  flannel  The  patient  is  placed 
ia  bed,  and  a  fnll  dose  of  McHnnn's  elixir  is  administered.  The  clamp 
is  usually  detached  in  four  days,  and  the  eutorea  are  removed  in  six  to 
eight.  These  are,  in  substance,  tiie  steps  of  the  operation,  as  it  is  per- 
formed by  Dr.  Atlee. 

As  with  all  ovariatomiste,  the  treatment  of  the  pedicle  has  been  a 
flubjeot  of  careftil  investigation  by  him.  He  has  employed  all  methods, 
and  his  experience  warrants  him  in  pronouncing  the  clamp  the  best, 
and  to  be  preferred  above  all  others.     In  two  successful  cases,  where 
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the  pedicle  was  very  Bmall,  he  employed  simple  tOTBioa.  The  ecruenr, 
tiie  ligature,  thre&d  and  wire,  and  the  metal  oantery,  have  all  f^l«d  to 
prodnce  the  favorable  Veavlla  obtaioed  by  the  nee  of  the  oUmp.  la 
his  operaUoDB,  as  io  those  of  the  Bnglish  ovBTiotDmiBt,  Mr.  Spenosr 
Wells,  increasing  experience  has  been  ibllowed  by  diniuishing  mor- 
t«lity.  In  the  two  hnndred  oases,  the  mortality  is  abont  thirty  per 
oent.  As  reported  in  the  transactions  of  the  Royal  Medieal  and  Cki- 
rwgieal  Society,  June  26th,  1867,  the  mortality  in  the  first  two  hnn- 
dred cases  of  Mr.  Speaeer  Wells  amounted  to  thirty-one  per  cent 

Considering  the  character  of  many  of  his  cases,  for  be  does  not 
select  them  as  is  sometinieB  done,  and  the  cironmBtances  under  which 
the  operation  is  fVeqaently  perfonned,  without  the  services  of  compe- 
tent  nnrses,  and  lacking  those  appliances  so  essential  to  the  proper 
care  of  the  patient,  the  resntts  are  certainly  extremely  favorable,  and 
establish  his  repntat^on  as  a  skilled  and  snccssafnl  operator. 

He  is  now  arranging  the  immense  amonnt  of  material  accnmnlated 
dniing  the  past  twenty-flve  years,  and  proposes  to  issue  a  work  upon 
the  subject  of  ovarian  disease.  It  will  be  a  valuable  contribution  to 
the  science  of  medicine. 

As  yoQ  nwy  know,  this  city  has  «n  excellent  record  as  to  the  sse- 
cesB  which  has  attended  amputationB  at  the  hip-joint. 

In  the  AmerieoM  Jtmmal  of  Medioal  Seitneei,  for  July,  1866,  Dr. 
Thos.  Q.  Morton  reported  eleven  cases,  seven  of  which  had  terminated  ■ 
successftilly.  Three  operatione  have  been  perfimned  since  that  time, 
two  of  which  have  been  onsaccessfhl,  and  the  result  in  the  third  n  yet 
nndecided.  It  was  perfyrmed  at  the  Philadelphia  Hospital,  by  Dr.  H, 
H.  Haury,  one  of  the  surgeons,  in  the  presence  of  a  large  class  of  stu- 
dents and  a  number  of  the  most  prominent  surgeons  of  the  city. 

The  method  of  amputAtion  selected,  was  that  known  as  the  cntane- 
ous-mnscnlar,  the  anterior  flap  being  composed  of  the  integnment  and 
snperfioial  &scia,  made  by  cutting  &om  without  inwards,  and  the  poste- 
rior flap  of  the  gluteal  muscles.  The  circulation  was  controlled  by 
means  of  Signouroni's  abdominal  tourniquet,  corapressing  the  aorta  Just 
before  it«  division  into  the  iliacs.  Not  more  than  an  ounce  of  blood 
was  lost^  the  patient  bore  the  operation  well,  and  is  at  this  writing 
progressing  favorably.  The  cause  of  the  operation  was  a  tumor  of 
the  upper  portion  of  the  femur,  involving  all  the  structures  about  the 
trochanters.  In  a  clinical  point  of  view,  it  had  all  the  featnres  of  a 
malignant  growth. 

Last  week,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  examining  one  of  Dr.  Thos.  G. 
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Morton's  hospital  w^ons,  or  wurd  dresBera,  ae  the;  are  propertj  called. 
It  had  been  made,  ia  reepouse  to  an  order  from  Bellevue  Hoapital,  and 
was  very  completely  ftarniahed.  A  desoription  of  the  wagon,  aooom- 
panied  by  a  drawing,  is  given  in  the  last  number  of  the  Fevn^lvania 
Social  Seporlt. 

Dr.  H.  informs  rae  that  two  are  in  use  in  Europe,  one  in  London 
and  one  in  Paris.  It  is  the  most  complete  apparatva  that  oonld  ba 
deviaed  for  the  purpose,  and  should  have  a  plaoe  in  the  snrgioal  wards 
of  every  hospital. 

Prof.  Francis  G.  Smith,  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  baa 
just  returned  ftom  New  Orleans.  He  apeaka  in  the  highest  terms  of 
the  conrteay  with  which  delegates  to  the  National  Medical  Association 
were  received  by  the  eitiiens  of  New  Orleans  and  by  the  membera  of 
the  profession  thronghont  the  south. 

Dnring  the  past  week,  Dr.  ¥.  S.  Newcomer,  of  your  city,  has  made 
aa  a  short  visit.  J,  E.  M. 


CLINICS  AND  CLINICIANS  OF  VIENNA— No.  2. 

VmniA,  Mat  8, 1869. 

Not  many  years  ago,  before  the  ofaaatieeroent  and  Teanlting  chaaten- 
ment  of  Austria  by  her  haughty  neighbor,  when  her  police  regulatiouB 
were  much  more  severe  than  at  present,  every  stranger,  on  entering 
her  borders,  was  subjected  to  rigid  scrutiny.  Not  content  with  his 
nativity,  age,  avocation,  religion  and  deatination,  as  now,  they  deman- 
ded, also,  the  object  and  intention  as  well  as  the  probable  duration  of 
his  stay,  and  it  was  not  long  before  the  great  influx  of  yonng  men 
from  America,  England  and  France  attracted  the  attention  of  these 
worthies  to  a  suspicious  and  alarming  degree. 

Everywhere  the  answer  to  their  interrogatories  was,  we  have  come  to 
hear  Skoda.  Who  and  where  is  Skoda?  In  a  little  while  he  was  fer- 
reted out,  an  obscure  lecturer  on  auscultation  and  percussion  in  the 
general  hospital,  comparatively  unknown,  outside  of  the  profession,  of 
oonrse,  in  the  city  wherein  he  dwelt.  The  report  reached  the  ears  of 
thoee  in  authority  fiually,  one  of  the  principal  wards  of  the  hospital 
was  allotted  him,  they  honored  him,  or  rather  they  did  themselves  the 
honor  to  vouchsafe  him  certain  decorations  of  honor,  and  tbua  was 
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placed  in  Itigb  dlBtinctioo  the  chief  liviig  ftntbority  in  thie  depnrtmeDt 
of  science  in  the  world. 

To  Bkoda  are  wc  indebted  for  the  thorough  expoaition  and  interpre- 
tation of  the  maoy  symptoma  which,  in  Laennee's  theories,  are  inexpli- 
eable  and  second  only  to  him,  the  great  father  of  seienoe,  is  Joseph 
Skoda,  of  Vienna,  entitled  to  rank.  His  doctrines  are  now  in  general 
acceptance  over  nearly  all  Germany,  and  are  rapidly  gaining  gronnd 
in  England,  while  France,  with  the  prejudices  against  everything 
whioh  does  not  emanate  within  her  boandanes,  still  adheres  to  Laen- 
nec. 

The  corner  atone  to  the  entire  edifice  of  Skoda's  doctrines  is  the 
discovery,  in  direct  contradiction  to  all  the  laws  of  physics  which 
were  formerly  inculonUted,  that  lur  is  a  better  conductor  of  sound 
than  a  aolid  body.  Grant  this  as  a  law  and  his  views  are  all  simple 
enough.  To  prove  this  he  resorts  to  a  number  of  interesting  experi- 
ments. A  normal  lung  is  placed  between  two  stethosoopeB,  the  voioa 
of  one  individual,  at  the  free  extremity  of  one,  is  better  heard  by  the 
ear  of  aoother  at  the  free  extremity  of  the  second  instrument  than  if 
a  eondensed  ijr  infiltrated  lung  be  interposed.  The  noise  of  two 
stones  clashed  together  ander  water  is  appreciated  more  faintly  by  the  - 
ear,  Hkewiae  nnder  water,  than  if  ear  and  sonnd  be  out  of  water: 
audition  with  the  tabular  stethoscope  is  better  than  if  the  tube  be 
eloaed  by  a  tightly  fitting  rod  of  the  same  material.  Niemeyer  for- 
warded Skoda  a  solid  atethoscope  on  his  (Skoda's)  last  birthday, 
turned  irom  the  fir  wood  and  in  the  proper  direction  with  the  grain  as 
proof  that  his  last  statement  was  nntme,  but  the  univereal  testimony 
of  every  unpr^udicial  ear,  and  his  assistant  in  his  private  course,  sub- 
jecia  it  to  trial  by  every  student,  is  to  the  efiect  that  the  tubular  is 
still  hi  the  better.  Why  do  we  hear  better  in  the  open  air  than  if  a 
wall  be  interposed,  and  why  is  the  auditory  canal  a  tube,  inquirea 
Skoda,  if  air  be  not  the  better  conductor?  The  reason  that  sound  is 
better  appreciated  by  the  ear  applied  to  the  end  of  a  rod,  metal  for 
instanoe,  struck  at  a  remote  distance  than  in  open  air  at  the  same  dis- 
tance, is  not  because  the  solid  is  the  better  conductor,  but  because 
nearly  all  the  sound  is  conducted,  but  little  of  it  eaoapes;  substitute  a 
tube  of  the  same  length  and  the  sound  will  be  still  loader  heard.  And 
so  the  reason  why  sound  is  more  intense  over  a  condcDsed  lung  is  not 
because  the  more  solid  lung  conducts  the  sound  better,  but  because  the 
bronchial  tubes  are  suirounded  by  a  more  or  less  solid  vrall  which  pre> 
vents  its  dispersion  and  intensifies  it  by  reverberation,  and  thus  it  is 
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heard  better  in  spite  of  and  not  on  account  of  the  increased  Bolid- 
ity,  etc.,  etc. 

You  raay  veil  imagioe  that  an  ionOTatiou  of  this  charBcter  excited 
no  little  atteution,  aod  various  were  the  explanations,  especially  from 
the  physicists,  to  meet  these  pointo.  The  best  objection  raised  is,  that 
the  better  conduction  through  a  tubular  stethoscope  is  dne  to  the  dif- 
ference in  conducting  power  between  the  condensed  lung  and  the  solid 
stethoscope,  and  the  consequent  interference  with  uniformity,  which 
difference  they  claim  Slcoda  has  altogether  neglected. 

Space  precludes  a  further  history  or  report,  suffice  it  to  Bay  that 
Skoda's  Tiewa  are  gradually  extending  over  Hje  continent  and  bid  fair 
some  day  to  become  the  prevalent  doctrines  everywhere.  All  the  good 
old  terms  and  technicalities  are  being  rapidly  supplanted,  and  we  can 
assure  you  that  it  was  with  feelings  of  no  peculiar  character  that  we 
hear  them  spoken  of  for  their  kittoric  interest.  So  go  by  the  board 
the  mucous  and  sub-mncous,  sonorous  and  sibilant  rales,  which  are 
simply  consonant  raZea;  crepitation  once  the  grand  paf^t  noma,  ceases  to 
be  of  much  value — that  is,  of  course,  in  differential  diagnosis ;  segoph- 
ony  yields  the  ghost,  bronchial  respiration  and  bronoophony  become 
Bynonymous  with  eoMonant  respiratiou  and  contonam.1  voice  sounds ; 
consonance  is  rung  in  our  ears  by  day  and  by  night  nntil  we  mifht 
fancy  a  grand  coordinative  and  coeziBteut  harmony  universal.  And 
now  what  is  consonance?  In  respiratiou  it  is  the  sound  of  the  air 
from  a  healthy  or  less  diseased  portion  passing  over  and  into  the  tubes 
9f  a  non-diseased  portion,  awakening  a  vibration  there  which  is  con- 
sonant with  its  primary  Bonn d.  The  consonant  sound,  hence,  is  a  sec- 
ondary sound  and  a  dependant  sound.  Plug  the  tubes  of  the  diseased 
portion  with  mucns,  and  conBonance  of  course  ceases.  How  explain 
the  mdden  ceaation  of  abnormal  ioundt  tohich  occurs  daily  on  tke  old 
theory  u>hen  CJu  toliditg  is,  by  neeettity,  the  game  t  Should  the  mem- 
brane of  the  tubes  be  inflamed,  the  air  in  its  passage  is  more  or  less 
obstructed,  and  hence  we  have  consonant  rales  (consonirendes  rasseln,) 
which  are  subdivided  according  to  the  size  of  the  vesicles  ruptured 
into  large  vesicle  rales  (groszblaschcn),  small  vesicles  (kleinblaschen), 
and  vesicles  of  medium  sIec  (mittelgroszblsschen),  or  if  dry  into  cou- 
Bouant  piping  rales  (consonirendes  pfeifen  rasseln).  AH  respiratory 
sounds  mnst  come  under  one  of  the  three  following  divisions,  conso- 
nant rales  (consonirendes  rasseln);  indistinct  or  undecided  respiratioD 
(anbcBtJmmles  athmen):  consonant  respiration  (consonirendes  athmen). 
The  first  embraces  the  dry  and  moist  rales,  crepitation,  etc.,  etc.,  the 
(a«) 
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Becood  as  its  name  implies  posseMes  no  definite  character,  and  tire 
third  includeB  bronotiial  rcspiratioo,  the  so  called  tabular,  eta.,  etc. 
The  grand  fandameDtal  lair  is  thftt  no  one  eymptont  or  feaitrre  of  ans- 
caltation  is  pathognomonic.  The  ooDHOnance  of  sound  is  explained  in 
the  same  way. 

You  must  know  also,  my  dear  Editor,  it  is  no  longer  modente  to 
speak  of  compression  of  the  lung  either  from  the  abdomen  by  meteor' 
ismuB,  or  enlargement  of  any  of  its  organs,  or  even  from  pleuritic  effii- 
eions,  unless  of  great  aocumulation.  The  retractility  of  the  lung 
tissue  explains  it  all  in  a  mnch  more  scientific  way.  This  said  power, 
like  the  centrifugal  forc«,  is  constantly  at  work,  and  is  only  balanced, 
as  by  the  centripetal  in  nature,  by  the  atmospheric  pressure  id  inhala- 
tion ;  and  It  takes  advantage  of  every  infringement  on  the  cavity  of 
the  chest  to  reduce  the  size  of  the  lung.  Hence  the  displacement  gf 
the  heart's  apex  becomes  a  valuable  symptom  as  one  of  the  first  in  any 
affection  which  may  have  this  effect.  In  pleurisy,  for  instance,  of  the^ 
left  aide  the  apex  beat  may  be  recognized  nearer  the  sternum  than 
normally  long  before  the  small  amount  of  effused  material  would  afford 
any  dullness  on  percussion.  The  protruberances  of  the  intercostal 
spaces  ore  not  due  to  the  mechanical  pressure  of  the  fluid  which  is  tm- 
po^ihle  when  the  flnid  is  small  in  quantity,  and  which  is  further  dis- 
proved by  the  fact  that  spaces  may  be  protruded  above  the  level  of 
effusion,  or  Airther,  by  their  permanence  in  any  position  of  the  patient, 
but  which  are  due  to  the  paralysis  of  the  intercostal  muscles  f^om  in- 
flammation  of  the  pleura  costaiis,  just  as  deglutition  is  impaired  by  par- 
tial paralysis  of  the  pharyngeal  muscles  from  inflammation  of  their 
lining  membrane,  or  as  intestinal  peristalsis  is  weakened  or  nullified  by 
the  paralysis  of  the  muscular  coat  induced  by  catarrhal  diarrhea. 
Now  this  retractile  power  is  the  same  normally  on  each  side ;  should 
the  lefl  cavity  then,  for  instance,  be  infringed  upon,  the  left  lung  will 
be  drawn  over  towards  the  right,  for  the  center  of  attraction  is  always, 
of  course,  at  the  root  of  the  lung,  and  the  heart  can  not  but  follow. 
This  is  tbe  beautiful  theory  of  Dondera,  which  is  now  daily  inculcated. 

In  a  bronchitis  the  muscular  coat  of  the  tube  may  be  lamed,  and 
ofl«n  ia,  and  thus  a  dilatation  of  the  tube  occurs,  bronchectasis,  wbiob 
is,  of  course,  assisted  by- accumulations  of  mucus.  Should  the  bronchi 
be  surrounded  by  an  inflamed  lung  tksae,  this  too,  in  contraction, 
would  tend  to  forcibly  dilate  the  tube,  and  since  the  tissue  does  not 
exert  its  force  circularly,  but  rather  between  the  tubes  where  the  cen- 
ter of  attraction  lies,  the  bronchi  wonld  be  dilated  in  a  corresponding 
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direotion.  For  an  ezl«nsive  dilatation,  however,  it  is  noceseary  that  the 
cartilage  ahonld  saften,  which  does  ooonr  wbeo  the  inflammation  is 
severe,  and  then  even  the  ordinary  contractile  power  of  the  lung 
wonld  inflnence  the  calibre  of  the  tubea.  The  periodic  cough,  or 
rather  the  cough  and  expectoration  of  a  large  quantity  at  long  inter- 
vals, is  due  to  the  fact  that  mucua  slowly  accumulates  in  tabes,  which 
are  in  a  state  of  partial  antestbesia  either  from  disease  or  consuetude, 
until  it  overflows  into  an  unafiected  tube,  when  reflex  action  is  excited 
at  once  with  the  powerful  contractions  of  severe  cough  and  the  whole 
collection  is  thrown  off.  The  same  explanation  aoswere  for  the 
morning  cough  of  phthisis. 

The  pathology  of  this  disease,  Tuberculosis,  has  undergone  many 
changes.  On  one  point,  however,  the  German  schools  are  unit«d. 
Tuberculosis  Pulmonalis  means  only  and  means  always,  what  is  known 
at  home  as  miliary  tubercle,  while  all  those  cases,  by  far  the  great  ma- 
jority, which  lead  to  the  formation  of  cavities  are  now  known  by  the 
name  Caseous  Pneumonia.  Niemeyer,  who  first  promulgated  this  doc- 
trine, devotes  a  number  of  pages  in  his  work  on  Practice,  which  is  the 
present  standard,  to  a  full  description.  Caseous  pnenmonis  then  is  a  lo- 
cal disease,  the  result  sometimes  of  ordinary  catarrhal  pneumonia 
nearly  always  of  the  croupous  form.  Virchow  explains  the  process, 
in  Berlin,  on  hia  theory  of  cellular  pathology;  here  in  Vienna,  except 
by  Rokitansky  who  still  adheres  to  the  old  doctrine,  it  is  explained  on 
Cohnheim's  theory  of  the  migration  of  the  white  blood  cells,  which  has 
spread  like  wild  Are  over  the  land,  so  that  it  is  now  again  fashionable 
to  speak  of  a  dyacrasta  which  term  Virchow  and  his  disciples  with 
pyeemia,  etc.,  ridiculed  out  of  existence;  and  in  Wuriberg  it  ia  ex- 
plained on  the  bran  new  theory  of  Recklinghausen,  the  pathologist 
there  and  also  one  of  Virchow'a  former  students,  which  ascribes  all 
these  changes  as  originating  in  the  epithelial  cells  lining  the  lymph 
vessels.  Cohnheim's  migration  theory  has  the  most  nnmerous  sup- 
porters, as  well  as  some  of  the  most  able,  and  it  posesses  the  additional 
merits  of  simplicity  and  beauty.  Some  remarkable  expertmente  are  now 
being  made  upon  these  same  white  blood  cells  with  various  coloring 
materials.  Should  they  ever  succeed  in  bringing  their  vagrant  tenden- 
cies under  human  control,  we  promise  to  inform  you. 

Skoda's  clinic  is  not  confined,  however,  to  thoracic  diseases — ^he 
ranges  over  the  whole  territory  of  internal  medicine,  generally  devo- 
ting an  honr  to  each  of  the  two  patients  which  form  the  text  of  dis- 
conrse.    In  the  course  of  his  remarks  on  a  case  of  meningitis  a  few  dsy»,i  |u 
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^o,  he  menlioDed  Bome  pointa  in  the  differential  diagnosis  between 
this  disease  and  typhoa  fever*  which  are  worthy  of  note.  Typhus  and 
meningitis  are  fieqneutly  confounded,  indeed  casca  exist  in  which  a 
separation  is  impossible.  In  meningitis  the  delirium  is  more  marked 
and  the  mental  disturbance  more  decided  when  the  patient  is  half 
comatose ;  a  rational  answer  then  would  be  more  likely  obtained  from 
a  half  comatose  typhus  than  from  a  fully  awake  meningitis  patient  and 
vice  verta.  The  mutterings  of  typhus  evidence  a  constant  change  of 
ideas  and  words,  of  meningitis,  often  only  one  Idea  is  constant  or  even 
one  word  chains  the  mind;  the  constant  repetition  of  one  word  then,  when 
this  symptom  exists,  establishes  the  diagnosis  of  meningitis,  though, 
unfortunately,  there  are  many  cases  in  which  this  symptom  is  absent. 
If  the  fury  of  the  delirium  has  any  weight  it  speaks  rather  for  typhus 
than  meningitis,  as  formerly  believed.  Sopor  is  the  same  or  absent  in 
both.  A  typhus  patient  is  more  easily  awakened  out  of  a  slight  grade 
of  sopor  than  a  meningeal.  Meningitis  much  more  frequently  affects 
the  muscles  of  the  eye.  A  reduction  of  the  pulae  during  an  attack  of 
meningitis,  indicates  a  softening  of  the  fornix,  corpus  callosum  and 
lining  of  the  ventricles. 

The  two  chief  medical  clinics  of  Vicuna,  Skoda's  and  Oppolier's, 
are  properly  held  at  the  same  hours,  sercn  to  nine  A.  U.,  in  order  to 
divide  the  immense  numl)er  of  students  in  attendance,  which  is  so  ar- 
langad  that  the  younger  students  visit  Skoda,  and  the  elder  Oppolier, 
an  arrangement  which  strikes  every  visitor  as  being  diametrically 
the  reverse  of  the  proper  one,  for  Oppolzer's  clinic,  as  we  shall  Uke 
occasion  to  inform  you  anon,  is  thoroughly  a  propadeutic.  Behold  us 
now  at  Skoda's  clinic  room,  a  lofty,  square,  poorly  ventiTated  ward 
containing  some  twenty  paticuU,  in  strained  effort  at  attention 
to  the  carefully  weighed  and  then  slowly  uttered,  yet  all  the  while 
thoroughly  systematic,  description  of  the  disease  before  us.  The  little 
old  man  is  seated  in  a  chair  at  the  side  of  the  bed  with  his  eyes  fixed, 
and  never  changed  from  their  original  direction  until  the  history, 
pathology,  etiology,  symptomatology,  diagnosis,  etc.,  etc.,  and  finally 
the  therapy  are  disposed  of  in  regular  order,  and  then,  without  a  word  or 
change  of  feature,  he  rises,  establishes  himself  in  exactly  the  same  po- 
sition at  the  next  bed  and  commences  anew.  Shut  your  eyes  a  minute 
and  you  might  fancy  the  description  being  slowly  and  distinctly  read, 
for  the  voice  is  a  monotone  throughout:  shut  your  eyes  two  minutes 
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and  yon  would  ce&BO  to  fancy  nnleM  yon  dream.  Our  oaly  preTentive 
IB  to  take  diligent  Dotee,  the  ftcts  one  might  desire  to  cherish  aie  in- 
terpolated among  many  familiar  facts,  but  if  the  attention  be  not 
always  concentrated  they  are  mentioned  in  their  order  and  if  then 
lost,  gone  glimmering.  Skoda  is  a  profound  thinker  and  a  close  ob- 
Beirer,  and  whatever  he  has  discovered  it  was  never  due  to  chance,  hut 
was  coined  deep  from  the  hrain.  We  saw  him  a  few  days  ago  in  his 
carriage,  hat  down  over  bis  ears,  eyes  fixed  forwards  as  perfectly  ob- 
livious of  his  fiorroundings  as  in  the  clinio  room.  He  must  be  over 
sixty  now,  but  is  still  hale,  notwithstanding  the  illness  which  pros> 
trated  him  during  the  past  summer.  Short,  square  build,  but  little 
bent,  face  full,  round,  folded  here  and  there  and  IVamed  in  by  a  mass 
of  unkempt  hair. 

The  following  incident,  which  occurred  lately,  and  which  created 
qnit«  a  seasatiou  in  medical  and  political  circles,  will  give  you  the  best 
inaight  into  his  private  character.  We  coodense  from  one  of  the 
weekly  medical  papers : 

By  the  death  of  Professor  Tuerok,  the  celebrated  laryngoscopist,  k 
lai^e  amount  of  material  and  space,  which  was  formerly  devoted  to  the 
purposes  of  instruction,  fell  into  disuse.  The  executive  authorities  de- 
termined to  appropriate  this  space  to  the  use  of  a  great  number  of 
syphilitic  patients  who  were  refused  admission  for  lack  of  room.  The 
medical  staff  urged  an  addition  to  the  hospital,  such  as  would  accomo- 
date, not  only  the  syphilitics,  but  also  the  large  number  of  other  dis- 
eases, typhus,  pneumonia,  etc.,  which,  to  the  number  of  nearly  three 
hundred  a  month,  were  declined  admission  for  the  same  reason.  The 
executive  department  was  obstinate ;  the  Professors  petitioned  and  the 
inunense  number  of  students  clamorous  for  the  extra  facilities  brought 
forward  a  powerful  influence.  The  executive  department  would  not 
yield,  and  commenced'tbe  arrangements  necessary  for  their  purpose  as 
designed.  So  the  staff  decided  to  send  a  committee  to  the  Minister  of 
Instruction  himself,  and  lay  the  matter  before  him.  Rokitansky  and 
Skoda  were  appointed ;  Skoda  as  the  star  of  the  assembly,  and  Roki- 
tausky  as  the  dignity  supporter,  as  Hebra  facetiously  remarked.  The 
minister's  sympathies,  however,  had  all  been  enlisted  for  the  venereal 
sufferers,  the  medical  gentlemen  were  frostily  received,  coldly  informed 
that  the  relief  of  suffering  was  paramount  to  instruction,  the  affair 
was  decided,  and  if  they  desired  a  hospital  of  their  own  arrangement, 
they  were  at  perfect  liberty  to  erect  one  at  their  own  expense,  he  de- 
sired to  hear  no  more  of  the  matter,  etc.,  etc.  Report  states  that  the 
D„:,i^,.-iM,CoO<^lc 


380  VKBTKRK  JOCBHAL  09  XEDICINI. 

Star  and  tho  Dignity  supporter  wer«  confounded  beyond  me«sare,  &nd 
stood  there  a  moment  as  petrified.  Now  the  Star  gaied  at  the  Dignity 
anpporter,  and  now  the  Dignity  sopportei  at  the  Star,  now  both  at  the 
minieter,  now  at  the  secretary  and  then  again  at  each  other.  Finally, 
when  Skoda  had  fdtly  comprehended  the  matter,  he  bluntly  interposed  : 
"Well  now,  sir  Minister,  we  ate  of  the  opinion  that  we  are  right,  tJiat 
is  one  difference  between  its,  and  another  difference  is,  that  we  under- 
stand the  matter  better,"  whereupon  the  committee  retired,  Skoda  re- 
marking that  with  a  man  bo  false  to  hia  ancestry  he  would  have  notli- 
ing  more  to  do.  You  will  be  better  able  to  comprehend  the  audacity 
of  the  reply  when  you  are  informed  that  the  Hinister  of  Instmcdon  is 
one  of  the  chief  officers  of  the  national  goTcrument,  and,  indeed,  rep- 
resents the  bight  of  power  on  educational  matters,  and  wbeo  yon  re- 
flect on  the  difference  between  a  government  of  this  character  and  our 
OWD.  As  Skoda  has  since  received  the  honor  of  Hofrath  f^om  the 
hands  of  the  Emperor  himself,  an  honor  which  is  only  conferred  in  im- 
perial recognition  of  great  ability,  it  is  highly  probable  that  the  staff 
wUl  triumph  yet;  at  any  rate  the  comic  papers,  which  possess  a  very 
exa^erated  Ulostratiou  of  the  scene,  have  given  the  Minister  an  ex- 
oeedingly  anenriable  reputation. 

The  most  singular  and  eccentric  genius  whom  we  hare  ever  had 
the  pleasure  to  encounter,  is  the  director  of  the  chief  medical  clinic  of 
the  University,  Dr.  John  Oppolzer.  He  has  been  in  position  a  long 
time,  long  enough  to  have  acquired  the  same  reputation  in  South  Ger- 
many, that  Frerichs  possesses  in  North,  and  like  him  to  have  been  able 
to  enjoy  some  of  those  immense  fees  which  his  position,  as  consulting 
physician  at  the  imperial  court,  and  for  various  members  of  the  Rus- 
sian nobility,  occasionally  fiimish.  Although  well  advanced  towards 
seventy  years,  he  still  presents  himself  at  the  clinic  punctually  and 
lectures  always,  too  often,  three  hours  without  interposition,  never 
pausing  for  rest  on  Saturday  or  Sunday,  never  ceasing  during  the 
spring  vacation,  never  observing  any  holiday,  of  whatever  character, 
and  only  closing  at  the  end  of  the  summer  course,  when  all  the  stu- 
dents have  left.  The  old  man  is  never  so  happy  as  wheu  shoved  about 
by,  for  there  are  no  aeat£,  and  jammed  in  amongst  the  heterogeneous 
crowd  of  Bohemians,  Huogarians,  Poles,  Jews,  Hottentots,  we  had 
almost  said,  for  such  are  most  of  them  in  demeanor,  talking  to  them, 
wraugling  with  them,  and  heaping  all  sorts  of  inrectives  upon  them 
for  an  incorrect  answer.  A  single  line  of  chairs  in  the  middle  of  the 
ward  Beats  the  out  door  cases  who  have  presented  for  treatment,  and 
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■t  one  end  of  this  row  the  Profeaaor  commenceB,  occBsionally  spend- 
ing SB  bonr  on  ono'  case  if  intereGting,  occAsiooallj  again,  especially 
when  in  a  bad  humor,  diBmiflsing  the  whole  party  in  fifteen  minutes, 
and  oommencing  the  regnlar  ronnds.  The  system  of  iastructiou  is  the 
Socrattc,  as  he  is  pleased  to  term  it  himself,  question  and  answer.  Id 
his  examinations  he  evinces  all  the  shrewdness  and  ingenuity  of  a 
eriminal  lawyer,  he  proposes  all  kinds  of  complications  and  enigmat- 
ical problems,  sets  regular  traps,  watches,  waits,  and  should  the  student 
fall  in,  abl  then  be  is  happy  indeed.  He  becomes  perfectly  merciless. 
Nov  he  pushes  the  examination  to  its  utmost  limits,  ridicules  unspa- 
ringly the  ever  iuoreaeing  ignorance  {Vom  additional  embarrassment, 
and  then  finally,  when  the  poor  fellow's  face  has  assumed  a  look  of 
pleading  despair,  and  n«t  till  then,  tie  comes  to  his  rescue  and  ferries 
him  through.  Snch  a  method  is  indispensable  among  such  students^ 
we  challenge  the  world  to  produce  such  a  motley  group  of  the  great 
unwashed  aa  the  different  territories  of  Austria  cast  into  the  medical 
ftrofessionj  wher«  they  disappear  or  what  their  fixture,  we  can  only 
surmise.  Some  of  them  say  they  will  go  to  America.  May  Heaven 
help  us. 

But  few  students  possess  temerity  enough  to  enter  the  field  under 
sncb  a  £re,  but  those  few  become  splendid  scholars,  while  the  interest 
attached  to  the  cause  never  for  a  moment  flags.  It  is  really  a  magnifi- 
cent drill.  The  old  man's  knowledge  of  medicine  and  all  its  collater- 
als is  boundless,  and  even  now,  at  the  ^;e  when  most  men  are  content 
to  rest  on  their  oars  and  drift  through  the  few  and  short  remaining 
jears  on  a  past  impetus,  be  still  prosecutes  his  labors  with  a  student's 
lesl.  He  is  oonveraant  with  all  new  doctrines  as  soon  as  issued  from 
the  press,  so  that  he  is  used  as  a  kind  of  lexicon  by  the  old  practition- 
ers who  daily  visit  hii  clinic  for  the  novelties  of  the  day,  which  are 
always  presented  and  criticised  as  only  a  scholar  of  his  experience  and 
ability  can.  He  will  carry  his  examination  to  the  most  minute  anat- 
omy of  the  br&ia  or  nervous  system,  or  will  plunge  into  the  deepest 
ncesses  of  the  physiology  of  vision.  He  attacks  dermatology  fear- 
lessly, and  laryngoscopy  with  all  those  fields  which  are  generally  left 
to  the  specialists,  and  that  too  without  any  apparent  preparation.  In 
medicine  the  old  man  is  omniscient,  and  that  is  the  secret  of  his 
Buecess.  Straighten  the  stoop,  with  which  years  have  weighed  him, 
and  he  would  reach  above  medium  hight;  face  smoothly  shaven,  full 
below,  presenting  nearly  a  paralellogram  which  is  perfected  by  the 
Jong  straight  iron-gr^y  hair  combed  down  oyer  the  temple,  ejes  so 
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deeply  Bunketi  rb  to  be  odIj  visible  on  a  square  front  Tiew,  and  tlten 
only  part  of  the  corner,  on  acconat  of  the  preternatarallj  email  rima 
palpebrae;  neck  perfectly  concealed  by  the  high,  heavy  stock  of  the 
last  generation ;  long,  gaunt,  bony  Gngers,  seldom,  or  never,  need  in  ges- 
ture; no  delivery,  a  voice  almost  whining,  disposition  exceedingly  irrtta- 
table,  unattractive  in  personelle,  he  Btill  draws  a  larger  crowd  than 
any  professor  in  the  University,  simply  by  the  power  of  superior 
knowledge.  To  any  particular  dignity  he  makes  no  pretention  what- 
ever; out  of  the  olioic  room  ho  drops  down  among  the  students,  is 
their  referee  and  adviser,  presides  over  many  of  their  societies,  visits 
them  in  sicknesa,  his  life  is  with  them  and  among  Ibcm,  he  is  one  of 
them  indeed,  and  you  may  easily  fancy  what  a  real  reverence  and 
affection  they  entertain  for  him.  His  will  be  a  sad  and  irreparable 
loss. 

Though  perfectly  at  home  on  whatever  subject,  the  old  man  stilt 
has  his  favorite  themes,  and  above  all  others  he  loves  to  dwell  on  the 
heart.  Start  him  on  a  case  of  curdiac  affection  and  he  will  run  on  two 
straight  hoars  by  the  clock,  only  ceasing,  like  the  time  piece,  when 
the  force  is  all  exhausted;  and  with  a  few  notes  on  this  subject  we 
will  bring  this  already  too  long  letter  to  a  close. 

The  normal  cardiac  percnssion  dullness  is  a  triangular  area  enclosed 
on  the  right  by  the  right  border  of  the  sternum,  below  by  a  line  in- 
tersecting this  and  the  point  of  apex  beat,  and  outward  by  a  curved 
line  with  the  convexity  outwards,  whose  center  Aills  just  inside  of  the 
nipple,  and  whose  extremities,  of  coarse,  touch  the  perpendicular  and 
base,  the  former  at  the  cartilage  of  the  fourth  rib,  the  latter  at  the 
cartilage  of  the  sixth.  The  normal  apex  lies  in  the  parasternal  line, 
which  is  the  line  exactly  half  way  between  the  sternal  and  the  mam- 
millary,  and  in  the  fifth  intercostal  space.  The  real  limits  of  the 
heart  extend  a  full  inch  further  downward  and  outward.  Dilatation,  or 
hypertrophy,  of  the  left  ventricle  lengthens  the  horn-shaped  hypothe- 
nnse,  leaving  the  angle  of  the  base  in  the  same  position,  while  the 
same  conditions  of  the  right  ventricle  carry  the  angle  of  the  base  over 
to  the  right  side  of  the  sternum.  Diseases  of  the  mitral  value  broaden 
the  heart,  diseases  of  the  semilunar  lengthen  it.  A  valvular  disease 
is  of  no  evil  effect  until  the  texture  of  the  mnscKlar  walls  has  been  al- 
tered. A  strong  clear  sound  is  evidence  of  good  mascular  contraction. 
eo,  also,  the  thrill  of  the  pulmonary  which  may  often  be  felt.  Hyper- 
trophies are  generally  due  to  valvular  diseases  and  are  most  marked  in 
insufficiencies  of  the  semilunars,  because  the  valla  here,  mnat  suattiB 
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tlie  wbole  colsmo  of  blood  irhich  otherwise  falls  on  the  valves.  Ste- 
nosis never  presents  sach  hypertrophies  as  iasufBcieocies.  An  endo- 
carditte  In  the  foetus  attacks  preferably  the  tricospid  valves,  because 
the  right  heart  is  the  most  active;  generally  io  the  adult  ioBufficiency 
of  the  right  valves  is  due  to  dilatation  of  the  ostium,  and  hence  the 
insufficiency  is  only  relative.  Insufficiency  of  the  tricuspid  leads  to 
hypertrophy  of  the  right  ventricle,  because  of  the  increased  pressure  on 
its  walls,  then  follows  dialatption  of  the  right  auricle,  and  even  of  the 
venae  cavse,  hut  will  not  give  rise  to  jugular  pulsation  unless  the  jugu- 
lar valve  be  insufficient.  Steuosis  of  the  tricuspid,  which  is  exceed- 
ingly rare,  leads  to  comparative  atrophy  of  the  right  ventricle,  because 
its  walls  are  freed  from  pressure.  This  pressure  of  gravity  explains 
by  per  trophies  much  more  satisfactorily  than  the  theory  of  compensa- 
torily  increased  Activity,  as  on  this  latter  view  stenoses  should  present 
in  this  state  the  more  marked. 

Insufficiency  of  the  pulmonary  valves  is  always,  without  exception, 
attended  with  tuberculosis.  Experiments  have  proven  that,  in  defec- 
tive closure  of  the  foramen  ovale,  it  is  not  the  mixture  of  arterial  and 
venous  blood  which  induces  cyanosis,  but  the  ooagestioa  which  en- 
sues therefrom.  It  may  be  necessary  to  establish  a  perfect  diagnosie 
of  any  heart  disease  to  render  the  heart  active  ^y  exercise,  a  murmur 
may  then  often  be  elicited,  which  is  inaudible  when  the  patient  is  at 
rest. 

We  possess  no  positive  evidence  or  symptoms  of  adhesions  of  the 
two  surfaces  in  pericarditis.  Should  the  pericardium  be  united  with 
the  walls  of  the  chest,  and  the  two  layers  with  each  other,  then  the 
intercostal  space  will  be  drawn  in  with  every  systole.  Rapid  filling 
and  emptying  of  the  jngular  veins  are  evidence  that  the  right  auricle 
18  interfered  with  by  a  too  narrow  pericardium,  the  veins  are  then 
filled  in  systole  and  emptied  in  diastole.  An  adhesion  between  the 
costal  and  cardiac  layers  may  induce  hypertrophy  of  the  left  ventricle, 
fetty  degeneration  and  cyanosis.  These  are  a  few  isolated  points,  se- 
lected from  many  different  lectures  which  may  explain  their  want  of 
connection ;  they  are  transmitted  more  to  show  the  character  of  his 
investigations  than  for  any  particular  value. 

He  prefers  the  direct  to  the  diagnosis  by  exclusion  whenever 
jiossible;  although  we  are  oocasioDally  compelled  to  take  refuge  in 
exclusion,  it  is  always  faulty  on  account  of  our  present  defective 
knowledge.  This  he  illustrates  by  preseiiting  a  blind  man  fmit  for 
description.  "  It  is  not  a  pear,  it  is  not  a  peaoh,  therefore  it  must  be 
an  apple."  Whittaebr. 
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SYPHILIS  AND  LOCAL  CONTAGIOUS  DISORDERS. 

BY   BEBKELET   HILL,   M.    B.,    LONDON,   r.   B.   C   B., 


During  the  past  year,  oar  Eaglish  brethreH  bave  given  oa  two  new 
works  on  Syphilis,  one  by  Barton,  of  Dnblio,  the  other  by  Berkeley 
Hill,  of  London,  works  by  no  means  as  valnable  to  us  as  "  Bamstead  " 
or  "Dnrkee,"  yet  welcome  additions  to  oar  authorities  on  venereal 
diseaaes.  In  a  four  hundrod  and  fifty  page  valome,  Mr.  Hill  has 
presented  to  the  student  and  general  practitioner,  a  very  acceptable 
work  on  "Syphilis  and  Local  Cootagicns  Disorders. 

Evidently  well  read  ia  the  literature  of  his  Bubject,  his  connection 
with  the  London  Lock  Hospital  has  afforded  him  ample  opportunity 
for  studying  the  vari^^us  forma  of  specific  affections.  His  descriptioKs 
of  these  forms,  their  origin,  delvelopmeot  and  termination,  are  clear 
and  satisfactory;  his  treatment  judicious.  To  the  majority  of  his 
Amerienn  readers  familiar  with  the  t«rmB  "chancre  "and  "chancroid," 
Mr.  Hill's  application  of  the  term  "chancre"  to  the  non -infecting  local 
disease  will  seem  strange  and  improper.  Having  tried  opinions  by 
cases,  and  knowing  the  difficnltjea  in  the  way  of  squaring  all  observed 
facts  with  any  proposed  theory,  our  author  is,  on  certain  poiotfl,  quite 
guarded  in  his  expressions.  A  decided  dualist,  he  says,  "  while  admit- 
ting the  truth  of  Bassereau's  conclnsions,  (if  the  i^fecUd  person  bae 
constitutional  syphilis,  Uie  tf^cftn^  person  is  similarly  affected;  and 
conversely  If  the  infteud  person  escape  general  disease,  the  in/eeling 
peraon  is  also  free  from  any  but  local  disorders  iacapable  of  affecting 
the  constitution),  it  must  be  observed  that  at  present  we  do  not  know 
the  whole  of  the  connection  between  venereal  ulcers  and  constitutional 
syphilis.  But,  when  acknowledging  this  incompletenesa,  it  is  not 
necessary  to  refuse  to  believe  in  this  essentially  distinct  nature  of  the 
principle  exciting  chancres,  fVom  that  of  the  virus  of  general  syphilia." 
Again,  with  reference  to  the  "occasional  sources  for  multiplying  syph- 
ilis," he  declares  "gonorrhceal  discharges  in  syphilitic  persons  prob- 
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ably  also  inpart  syphilis  to  healthy  indiTidoals,  leading  to  the  belief 
in  former  times  that  gonorrhea  and  syphilis  were  the  same  disease." 
Yet  he  is  at  times  sufflciently  positive  in  his  statements.  For  example, 
vith  reference  to  the  diagnosis  of  gonorrhcsa  he  says:  "Constitn- 
tional  syphilis  has  been  in  very  rare  and  exoeptional  oases  known  to 
sncceed  discharge  without  induration.  Thb  apparent  anomaly  is  caused 
by  both  affections  having  been  contracted  at  the  same  time,  for  we 
know  persons  can  suffer  from  the  two  disease  at  once,  and  the  mncons 
membrane  when  swollen  and  inflamed  by  gononhoea,  is  an  excellent 
hot-bed  for  the  absorbtios  of  syphilitic  poison.  Bating  this  excep- 
tion, syphilis  has  no  connection  with  gonorrbcea." 

It  is  interesting,  with  leference  to  this  connection,  to  remember 
certain  cases  reported  by  Hammond  and  his  conclusions  drawn  from 
their  observation,  that,  First — "The  viruB  of  an  infecting  chancre, 
when  deposited  on  a  secreting  mucous  surface  npon  which  there  is  no 
eolation  of  continuity,  may  give  rise  to  gonorrheea  unattended  by 
chancre,  but  which  is  syphilitic  in  its  choraotcr  and  capable  of  pro- 
ducing constitutional  disease ;"  and  Second — "That  the  matter  of 
such  a  gonorrbcea  is  capable  of  causing  an  Infecting  chancre,  either  by 
natural  or  artificial  inoculation,  which  chancre  is  followed  by  consti- 
tutional syphilis." 

As  a  plain,  well  written  statement  of  the  symptomatology  and 
treatment  of  syphilitic  affections,  Mr.  Hill's  work  will  he  a  useful 
addition  to  the  library  of  the  general  practitioner,  and  the  author 
may  rest  assured  that  he  has  well  succeeded  in  his  expressed  endeavor 
"to  render  the  work  complete,  while  keeping  it  concise  and  suitable 
for  the  student  as  well  as  the  practitioner." 


THE  LIFE  OF  THE  TRICHINA. 

BT  RUDOLPH  VIECHOW,  M.  D.,  P.  H.  »., 
PTof««Mr  CalTsnllf  or  Bulln.     TnuUted  b;  Bntai  Brown*,  U.  D. 

The  above  is  a  title  of  a  neat  pamphlet  of  forty-seven  pages  that 
comes  to  us  without  containing  either  date  or  place  of  publication. 
We  snppose  that  Rufns  King  Browne,  M.  D.,  who  presents,  in  an  En- 
glish dress,  this  valuable  brochnrc  of  the  celebrated  Berlin  Professor, 
is  an  American,  yet  no  information  on  the  subject  can  be  obtained 

n,g,t,7rJM,COO<^IC 


See  WESTBRN   JOCBNAL  OF   MEDICINE. 

from  hiB  work  as  here  quoted.  ProfeBsor  Virohow  presente,  in  a 
Buccinct  manner,  the  principal  facte  now  known  in  relation  to  th«  his- 
tory of  trichina,  gives  directions  how  to  recogniie  them  Jn  meat, 
describeB  the  dangers  to  the  human  hody  the  trichnire  cause,  what  rem- 
edies there  are  for  the  disease  they  prodace,  and  what  preventiye 
measures  ajjninst  the  spread  of  the  trichinse  are  necessary.  Under  the 
latter  head  ia  included  the  "infection  of  pigs,"  the  "investigation  of 
the  preparation  of  meat." 

It  is  desirahle  that  more  knowledge,  in  relation  to  the  subjects  con- 
sidered by  Professor  Virehow  in  this  paper,  be  diffused  among  the 
profession ;  therefore  it  is  unfortunate  that  this  translation  is  not  likely 
to  become  widely  known,  owing  to  the  failure  to  give  place  of  publioa- 
tioB  or  sale.  J.  B.  W. 


KDITORIAL  AND  MEDICAL  NEWS. 


We  DAVE  been  required  to  devote  so  much  space  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  American  Medical  Association,  that  comments  upon  the 
action  of  the  meeting  must  be  postponed,  as  well  as  all  notice  of  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Indiana  State  Medical  Society. 

There  is  one  subject  upon  which  we  wish  to  say  a  few  words,  vii: 
the  orgnnization  of  an  Association  of  Editors  of  Medical  Journals. 
It  will  be  remembered  that,  in  our  April  number,  we  proposed  such 
oi^anization ;  upon  arriving  at  Mew  Orleans  we  found  our  brother 
editors,  wbo  were  present  at  the  Association,  had  considered  the  prop- 
osition, and  were  quite  prepared  for  its  execution.  We  give  below 
the  articles  of  agreement,  etc.,  as  reported  in  the  JVeio  Orleana  Tintet. 
pertaining  to  this  new  medical  hody. 

Quite  appropriately,  Dr.  N.  8.  Davis,  a  veteran  in  the  ranks,  a  man 
of  indomitable  energy,  and  of  national  reputation,  one  who  has  been 
contributing  to  the  press  probably  thirty  years,  was  elected  President. 
When  the  Asi>ociation  meets  in  Washington  next  May,  we  anticipate, 
from  Dr.  Davis,  a  most  interesting  address  upon  the  History  of  Ameri- 
can Medical  Journalism. 

One  of  the  purposes  of  this  organization,  as  our  readers  observe, 

is  to  secure  the  names  of  all  of  the  tegular  physicians  iu  the  United 

States — to  make  a  complete  register  of  all  American  practitiooers. 

Difficult  as  this  task  is,  yet  its  accomplishment  can  be  effected  by  nose 
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BO  reftdily  as  by  editors  of  medical  joarii&ls.  Now  we  propose  to  com' 
mence  this  work  at  ooce.  Br.  William  Lomax  has  promised  ns  the 
names  of  all  tlie  regular  practitioners  in  Grant  ooanty,  Indiana:  as 
Boon  as  this  list  is  received,  we  shall  publish  it — possibly  giving  the 
lists  of  two,  three  or  even  more  counties  La  one  number  of  the  JournaJ, 
and  thus  on  until  our  share  of  the  labor  is  oompteted.  Will  our  friends 
assist  OS  7  The  following  will  be  the  form  in  which  we  would  like  the 
lists  made  out; 

Namt;  Natmily;  Age.  If  a  grodaate  of  a  literarj  tnstitatian,  what  imtilalion 
and  when.    Sanie  as  to  nudUat  graduation,    P.  O. 

One  or  two  good  men,  in  each  county  in  each  state,  can,  within  the 
next  two  or  three  years,  through  medical  journals,  give  a  complet« 
register  of  all  American  physicians.  Again,  we  ask  our  friends  if  we 
shall  not  go  to  work  at  once,  and  let  this  most  desirable  end  be 
effected. 

On  Wednesday  evening  at  eight  o'clock,  a  meeting  of  the  society 
of  Medical  Journalists  was  held  in  the  office  No.  1,  Carondelet  street. 
The  result  of  the  aasembly  of  prominent  physicians  was  the  formation 
of  a  permanent  society,  the  election  of  N.  S.  Davis,  M.  D.,  President, 
and  W.  S.  Mitchell,  M.  D.,  Permanent  Secretary.  The  address  of  the 
Secretary  is  lock  box  890,  New  Orleans.  We  append  a  report  of  the 
proceedings : 

Pursuant  to  adjournment  from  the  preliminary  meeting  on  Tuesday, 
the  meeting  of  Medical  Journalists  was  called  to  order  at  eight  o'clock 
t.  U.,hj  Dr.  N.  S,  Davis,  of  the  Chicago  MedicAt  Examiner. 

The  Committee  on  Organization,  through  their  chairman.  Dr.  The- 
ophilna  Parvin,  of  the  Wettem  Journal  of  Medicine,  then  presented 
the  following  preamble  and  plan  of  organization,  which  were  unani- 
mously adopted; 

"Tbe  editors  of  medical  joumais  in  Ihe  tJniUd  Statei,  desiring  to  cultivate 
profeseioDal  CDurteeies,  to  facililate  the  coaduct  and  general  management  of  ou 
jonrnals,  lo  promote  their  interests,  their  usefulDCSS,  aad  make  them  a  etUI 
greater  power  for  professioDal  and  popular  good,  and  eapeciajly  to  advance  the  in- 
terests of  mcdiciue,  hereby  unite  together  under  the  followiag 

tBTIOLIB  or   A3H0CUTI0H. 

A'anw — The  Anociatioo  of  American  Medical  Editors. 

Furpeia — The  cultivation  of  triendl;  relations,  mutual  asststftoce,  eoumnnit; 
of  effort  and  means,  irhen  practicable,  in  a  ajstem  of  receiving  foreign  exchanges, 
and  of  sending  oor  own  journals  abroad;  in  urging,  with  hearty  concert,  improve- 
menla  in  the  present  system  of  medical  education,  and  a  higher  standnrd  of  prelim' 
inary  edocalion  of  those  who  desire  to  enter  upon  the  study  of  medicine ;  the  col- 
lection of  vital  statistics;  obtaining  tiie  names  of  all  the  regular  physicians 
in  tbe  United  Slates,  age,  place  and  date  of  graduation,  if  a  graduate;  also,  the 
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nine  in  tcrerence  to  gradiutioa  at  Itterarj  iiuUtutionB,  if  such  ^Mdnation  hu 

Mtttingt — These  sbatl  be  beld  commcDCiDg  at  Ud  i.  k.,  od  the  dnj  pKcediog, 
uid  at  the  place  of  the  snnaal  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  ABsociation. 
Offeer*— President,  Tice-President,  Pennaneat  SecreWry  and  Secretarj, 

The  President,  Vice-Presideot  and  Secretary  shall  be  elected  annuallj-,  and 
shall  eerre  at  the  meeting  of  the  SDCceedtog  year. 

Committees  shall  be  appointed  where  neceaaar;  for  the  carrying  out  of  any  of 
the  special  purposes  of  the  Association. 

Thoae  resolutions  baving  been  signed  by  the  foltoving  delegates:  Dr.  N.  3. 
Daris,  Chicago  Medical  Exammtr;  Dr.  James  M.  HoUoway,  Bichmond  anil  Lmimillt 
MiHeal  Journal;  Dr.  Wiiliam  McPheeters,  5(.  Lmiit  Medical  and  Swgieal  B^orUr; 
Dr.  W.  B,  Bawling,  IfaiivilU  Journal  <tf  Medicine;  1.  Berien  Liadsley,  tTatlmUe 
Journal  qf  Mt^cim;  Dr.  QreensTille  Dowell,  Oalvtiton  Medical  Journal ;  Dr.  Sam - 
nel  Logan,  ii'm  Orltani  Journal  <^ Medicine;  Dr.  E.  W.  Jenks  and  Dr.  George  D. 
Andrews,  Detroit  Rtdev  <if  Mtdieint  and  Pharmacy;  Dr.  W.  S.  Uiichell,  Nat 
OrUant  Jounat  qf  Medieint,  and  Dr.  S.  U.  Bemiss,  yno  OrUani  Journal  qf  Mtdi- 
«tne;  Dr.  Theuphllua  ParTiit,  Wetttm  Joamdl  ^Medicine — the  officers,  as  fallows, 
were  nnanimously  elected; 

Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  President;  Dr.  W.  U.  UcPbeelers,  Vice-President  Dr.  W.  S. 
Mitchell,  Permanent  Secretary,  and  Dr.  J.  Berrien  Lindsley,  Secretary. 

The  following  resolutioaa  were  nuanimoosly  adopted: 

That  a  Committee  on  Foreign  Gicbanges  be  appointed,  to  consist  of  Dr.  Parrln, 
H  chairman,  and  the  Permanent  Secratary. 

That  the  Permanent  Secretary  be  instractcd  to  correspond  with  each  regnlar 
.  medical  journals  of  the  Dnited  States  as  are  not  now  represented,  informing  them 
of  the  objects  of  the  organization,  and  inviting  tbeir  co-operation. 

That  a  committee,  consisting  of  Dn.  Bowling,  Dowell  and  Andrews,  be  ap- 
pointed on  the  Registry  of  Physicians. 

That  Dr.  HoUoway  be  appointed  a  Committee  on  Revision. 

That  the  President  deliver,  at  the  next  meeting,  an  address  on  the  history, 
progress,  etc.,  of  Uedical  Journalism  in  this  country,  and  that  the  members  of  the 
Association  furnish  to  bim  each  material  and  iubrmation  as  they  may  be  able  to 

That  beside  the  members  atreading  signing  the  constitatioD,  all  phyricians  con- 
nected with  regular  medical  joorn^  be  considered  members  upon  ugning.  Id 
wriUng  to  the  Permanent  Secretary,  their  willingness  to  subscribe  to  the  foregoing 
articles  of  agreement,  until  opportunity  ba  afforded  them  of  signing  said  articlea. 

That  the  President  be  requested  to  announce  to  the  American  Uedical  Assoda- 
tion  the  formation  and  objects  of  this  Asaociation. 

That  these  minutes  be  Aimithed  to  the  secular  papers,  with  a  request  that  they 
b«  copied. 

That  Dr,  HoUoway  oe  appointed  a  committee  to  arrange  a  general  plan  for  the 
eatabliahment  of  agencies  in  all  the  principal  cities. 

There  beiog  no  Airther  bueiness,  the  meetmg  adjourned. 
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BAKETMa'a  Abbthact,  Tepnblislied  by  Henry  C.  Loa,  Philadelptiia, 
Bbaitbwaite's  Retbobfect,  from  TowDeend  &  Adama,  New  York, 
aad  the  Hal9- Yearly  Coupendiuh  of  Medical  Sci£NCE,  pvblished 
by  Dr.  Butler,  Philadelphia,  haTC  appeared  as  aeual.  Each  one  ia  of 
great  value  to  the  busy  praotitJODer,  and  each  has  merits  pecallar  to 
iteelf.  "  Braithwaite"  tells  very  little  of  what  American  physicians 
and  sargeona  are  doingj  "Banlcing"  tells  more,  but  the  best  of  all, 
in  this  regard,  is  the  "Compendium,"  and,  therefore,  it  presents  a 
strong  claim  upon  the  patronage  of  our  profeesion. 

To  Delinqttzntb. — Gentlemen,  we  would  be  glad  never  to  think 
about  money ;  but  publishing  a  medical  journal  is  an  espensive  work, 
and  printers  are  inexorable.  Many  of  our  subscribers  have  not  paid 
for  1868,  some  not  even  for  1867,  not  one-third  for  1869.  Now  this  is 
not  right,  and  we  do  hope  that  every  one  who  is  indebted  to  us  will  at 
once  remit. 

Pbofesbor  Paul  F.  Eve  will  remore  to  St.  Louis  in  June  next. 

There  is  at  present,  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  a  child  affected  with  ohronlo 
hydrocephalus.  It  is  seventeen  months  old,  and  its  head  measorera, 
in  the  occipi to- frontal  circumfrence  twenty-seven  inohes,  and  from 
one  meatus  of  the  ear  to  the  other,  over  the  top  of  the  bead,  nineteen 
inohes. 

A  New  VBRMirTOK.— A  young  child  of  M E ,  of  this 

city,  swallowed  a  small  dress  botton  with  an  eyelet.  Some  hours  after 
the  button  made  its  appearance,  having  traversed  the  alimentary  canal, 
bringing  away  with  it  a  large  lumbricoid  worm  threaded  through  the 
eyelet. 

Physicians  would  do  well  to  "make  a  note  on't,"  and  where 
prejudice  exists  agunst  "strong  medioineB,"  give  a  dose  of  buttons. 
They  can  recommend  them  as  acting  "oito  and  tnto,"  if  not  so  very 
"jacunde"  as  some  other  therapeutic  agents.  H.  9.  F. 

Sphinqpield,  Ohio,  May  20,  1869. 

LouisviLLB  will  probably  soon  have  a  second  medical  journal,  and 
a  third  medical  college. 

A  Medical  Joithnal  is  to  be  published  at  Washington,  D.  C. 
The  names  of  the  editors  we  have  not  heard. 
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Wanted.— A  purchaser  of  an  order  for  an  artificial  limb,  at  a  great 
teduotiou  from  the  original  price.  Will  some  one  of  oar  surgtcal 
irieDda  take  notdces. 

Still  Wahtep. — Copies  of  the  April  number,  1868,  of  the  We»tm 
Journal  of  Medicine ;  also  of  the  Cincinnati  Journal,  February,  1866> 
Twenty-fiye  cents  for  each  one  of  these  returned  in  good  condition. 

*Thb  Universitt  of  LotJtsviLLB,  U.  S. — We  have  received  a 
pamphlet  entitled  "Commencement  Exercises  of  the  Universitr  of 
Louisville,  Medical  Department,  containing  addresses  by  W.  C.  Maul, 
A.  M.,  and  Prof.  Lunaford  P.  Yandell,  Jr."  As  the  latter  author 
made  a  very  favorable  impression  npon  us  when  we  had  the  pleasure 
of  seeinghim  in  London,  we  turned  to  the  pamphlet  with  some  curi- 
osity. We  were  at  first  poiEled,  aa  one  of  the  diacourses  of  the  "  Com- 
mencement Exercises"  is  a  valedictory  address.  But  it  would  appear 
that  it  is  customary  with  our  cousins  to  give  some  advice  to  newly-cre- 
ated doctors  assembled  on  the  occasion,  when  the  new-comers  begin 
their  studies.  Judging  from  the  sound  counsels  coDtainod  in  Dr.  Yan- 
dell's  address — though  the  language  to  us  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic 
aeems  quaint — the  custom  is  not  bad.  Our  own  introductory  lectures 
have,  on  the  contrary,  this  defect,  that  they  often  contain  advice  of 
use  in  actual  practice,  whilst  the  hearers  are  but  embryo  doctors.  A 
feature  of  this  pamphlet,  rather  unusual  with  ua,  is  the  speech  of  one 
of  the  ncwjy-made  physicians,  full  of  hope  for  the  fnture,  and  teeming 
with  praise  of  the  professors ;  the  diction  is  bigh-flown,  and  approaches 
bombast.  Br.  Yandell,  however,  does  not  conceal  from  his  hearers 
the  shortcomings  and  the  dark  sides  of  our  profession.  But  we  have 
rewards,  also,  and  the  author  says : — "  In  truth,  you  may  verv  correctly 
judge  of  the  civilization  of  a  country  hy  the  estimation  in  which  medi- 
cal men  are  held  in  it.  The  worthy  representative  of  the  noblest  peo- 
ple on  this  planet.  Queen  Victoria,  delights  to  honor  the  conspicuously 
worthy  members  of  our  profession  in  her  kingdom.  And  that  wonder- 
ful man,  the  third  in  name,  but  hardly  second  in  point  of  wisdom,  th« 
SeerlesB-minded  Emperor  of  the  French,  is  scarcely  behind  the  good 
lueen  of  England  in  rewarding  medical  merit."  The  author  is  very 
full  and  explicit  on  the  "  duties  and  qualities  of  the  good  physician. ' 
Here  he  says, — "Never  tell  your  wife's  secret*  to  your  patients,  nor 
your  patients'  secrets  to  your  wife."  On  the  subject  of  cleanliness 
Dr.  Yandell  remarks:  -'The  healthiest  people  in  the  world,  and  the 
longest-lived,  I  believe,  are  the  English  of  the  higher -classes,  and  be- 
yond all  peradventure  they  are  the  most  cleanly.  He  insists  on  the 
necessity  of  pare  air  and  good  cooking ;  and  with  reference  to  the  Ut- 
ter the  author  has  the  following  bold  outburst : — "  Bad  cooking,  which 
spoils  food,  however  good  in  itself,  is  the  cause,  I  strongly  suspect,  of 
half  the  sioa  of  the  world,  and  of  quite  three-fourths  of  the  domeetie 
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infelicity.  If  I  bad  the  ttainiog  of  &  girl,  I  ahould  ohuge  mud  be- 
seech bcT,  aboTB  &1I  thii^,  to  be  smiable  and  aDBelGsb,  and  a  good 
oook.  T^ere  ia  little  doubt  in  my  mind  tbat  the  bad  bieoBitB  of 
America  are  in  a  great  measnre  to  blame  for  the  nnmberleaa  homicides 
which  render  oar  country  a  bye-word  among  the  natiosH.  Bad  bread 
breeda  battle,  murder,  and  sudden  death.  Bad  cooking  probabl; 
killed  more  Confederate  soldiers  thaa  the  bullets  of  the  enemy.  I  am 
not  sure  that  our  Legislature  ought  not  to  pass  laws  making  bad  cook- 
ing, if  by  a  aervant,  punishable  as  a  felony,  and  If  on  the  part  of  a 
wife,  unquestionable  ground  for  divorce."  This  is  certainly  a  savory 
bit,  and  will  frighten  any  gourmand  intending  a  trip  ta  Kentnoky. 
But  Dr.  YandelT  is  in  sober  earnest  when  he  speaks  of  the  art  of 
"giving  advice,"  on  the  "duties  of  physicians  and  patients,"  and  on 
the  "  bearing  of  doctors  towards  one  another."  We  wish  the  Professor 
and  his  University  much  success. 

Indianapolis,  Mat  22,  1869. 

I  desire  to  inform  the  members  of  the  State  Medical  Society,  and 
all  societies  tributary  to  it,  that  the  assessment  for  this  year  has  been 
reduced  to  one  dollar. 

All  those  desiring  the  Traosactiona  this  year  will  please  send  me 
tiieir  names  and  the  assessment  at  once,  so  that  it  can  be  ascertained 
what  number  shall  be  issued. 

No  one  will  receive  them  otherwise,  so  only  suffieienl  wiH  be  pub- 
lished for  the  real  wants.  Gt.  V.  Woolkm, 

Secretary. 

Indiana  Medical  CoLLsaK. — The  eobjeot  of  organising  a  Medi- 
cal College  at  the  State  Capital,  hasloog  been  a  theme  for  disoasaion 
among  medical  men  at  the  annual  meetings  of  oar  State  Soeietji  Wt 
now  disoaasion  has  been  ended  by  the  action  of  the  luliaBapolia 
Acftdemy  of  Medicine. 

The  following  fiunlty  haa  beea  seleoted  by  th«  oommittM  scouted 
for  that  purpose : 

J.  S.  Bobbs,  H.  D.,  Prof,  of  SntKrar. 

J.  A.  Comiogor,  H.  D.,  Prof,  of  Operative  and  Clinical  Smgnf. 

R.  ».  Toda,  K.  D^  Prof.  orPracUce  of  Medicine, 

W,  B,  Fletcher,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Phjsiology. 

L.  D.  Watennao,  M.  D^  Prof  of  ADatomf. 

T.  B.  Barrej,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Dbtaaea  ot  WotnoQ  and  ObildreB. 

George  W.  Uean,  It.  D.,  Prof,  of  Obetelries. 

R.  T.  Brown,  31.  D.,  Prof  Cheni*tT7. 

V.  8.  Kewcontw,  H.  D.,  Prot  Materia  Hedica  and  Therapentica. 

Chaflec  B.  Wright,  U.  0.,  of  Demonitrator  of  Aoatomy. 

Thp  fuult^  tbw  appointed,  have-  Mganiaed,  uder  th«  lawa  of  th« 
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Btate,  with  a  upiUl  stock  of  9100,000,  and  lutve  leased,  Tor  a  term  of 
years,  the  building,  in  conrse  of  erection,  on  Delaware  street,  opposite 
the  «ODrt  house,  where  the  necessary  rooms  will  be  fitted  up  on  the 
most  improTed  plans. 

The  first  course  of  lectores  will  be  delirered  next  fait  and  winter, 
commencing  sometime  in  October. 

The  faculty  have  appointed  the  following  gentlemen  to  lecture  on 
the  subjects  named:  > 

DiseaseB  of  the  Eje  and  Gar,  Charics  B.  Wright,  H.  D. 

Diaeases  of  the  Vind  and  NerrouBSjatem,  Wilson  Lockharl,  U.  D^  3.  H.  Wood- 
bam,  U.  D^  James  S.  Athon,  V.  D. 

Medical  JorispnideDce,  Hon.  J.  W.  Qordon,  M.  D.,  and  Judge  a  E.  Ferkina. 
Dental  Snrgerj,  P.  Q.  C.  Hnnt,  D.  D.  S.,  and  J,  F.  Johnston,  D.  D.  S. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  consists  of  the  faculty.  Judge  S.  £.  Perkins 
and  Hon.  John  D.  Howland. 

Kemtdckt  Sohool  of  UxDicittK. — At  a  meeting  of  tha  Faculty 
of  thia  school,  May  13th,  the  following  preamble  and  resolution  were 
unanimously  adopted : 

Waaaaas,  The  medical  colleges  of  the  United  States  haie,  hitherto,  In  Tain 
songbt  for  an  ezpreseion  of  the  wish  of  tb«  American  Uedical  Profession  in  i^aid 
to  the  amonnt  of  f^es  proper  for  a  iiugle  official  coarse  of  collegiate  lectures ;  and 

WsniAS,  The  Americao  Hedical  Association  did.  b^  a  Tote  coDSpicnoodj, 
decide  on  the  6th  of  Haj,  ISSS,  that  $130  shoold  be  accepted  as  the  unntDV 
amoant  to  be  charged  for  such  a  course  of  lectures;  and 

Wuaaaaa,  This  vote  it  morallf  and  honorobl/  binding  opon  all  who  penoa- 
allf  or  bj  delegate  aalhoiitf  entered  into  It;  and 

Wbbbiai,  The  Facult;  of  the  Eentuckj  School  of  Hedidna,  in  common  wilb 
all  repntable  memben  of  the  medical  jirofeMion,  accepts  the  decisions  of  tbe  Aner- 
ican  Hedical  Association  as  representing,  throagb  its  delegate  organization,  the 
sontiment  and  desire  of  the  great  bodf  of  American  physicians ; 

Bt  U  itrtbs  rttabud,  That  the  Facnlty  of  tbe  Eentncli;  Bcbool  of  Hedidna 
aekaowledgM  ibis  ofldallj  expreand  wish  of  Uie  AssodaUon  as  Its  gaide  in  this 
relation,  and  that  it  will  hereafter  charge  |i30  for  each  official  eoane  of  Its  oolla- 
^ate  lectorei.  L.  J.  Faaaw,  U.  D.,  Dtm. 

The  andenigsed,  by  a  special  vote  .of  the  faculty,  la  iaitractad  to  send  a  «op7 
of  the  aboTe  proceedings  to  the  Deans  of  Hedical  School*  in  Uie  tJalted  States,  br 
tbe  information  of  their  respectiT*  Schools ;  and  to  also  send  a  copy  to  each  Amer- 
ican Hedical  Jonmal,  with  the  request,  that  tbe  Guts  mentioaed  may  be  akade 
public  In  inch  manner,  as  in  tbe  judgment  of  the  editors  of  these  Jonmala  may 
^fwiar  expedient  and  best  h.  J.  Faaaaa,  H.  D.,  i>«aa. 

LociSTiiLa,  EKKTDOaT,  Har,  IBGS, 

CoLUHBUB,  Mat  26, 1M9. 
Dk.  THKOPHiLnB  Pakvim— />ear  Sir;— Please  annoonee   in   Um 
ITestent  Journal  o/Mtdietne,  Oiat  Hie  meetiDg  of  the  Oti*  8tat«  Hedi- 
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«al  Societj,  foi  Taosday,  June  8th,  will  be  lield  in  the  hall  of  House 
HepreeentatiTeB,  and  that  arrange  me  ate  for  the  return  of  members  and 
their  families,  free  on  certificate  of  attendance,  harre  been  completed 
with  the  following  roads : 

Little  Miami  and  Colombas  &  Xenia;  Baltimore  &Ohio;  FaohaD- 
die;  Cleveland,  Columbus  &.  Cincinnati,  inolnding  the  Spriagfield  & 
Columbus  via  Delawate;  the  ColnmbuB,  Chicago  Sl  Indiana,  and  the 
Cinoinnati,  Sandusky  &  Columbus,  including  London  branch. 

Alt  applications  have  been  made  in  person,  and  so  far,  withont  ex- 
ceptions, received  affirmative  replies.  Other  applications  are  being 
made  by  proxy  and  by  letter,  and  the  success  has  been  such,  np  to 
this  time,  as  to  justify  the  expectation  that  our  railroad  companies 
will  give  us  every  facility  we  can  reasonably  ask  or  desire. 

I  think  it  safe  to  predict  that  this  will  be  the  most  suocessfal  meet- 
ing the  Society  has  ever  had. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  every  physician  in  the  9tate,  (as 
well  as  a  liberal  sprinkling  of  those  of  Indiana,  Kentucky,  Western 
Virginia,  and  Pennsylvania),  who  wishes  to  see  and  make  the  acquain* 
taooe  of  every  other  physician,  that  he  will  do  well  to  embrace  this 
opportunity.  J.  W.  Haxilton, 

Chairman  Executive  ComntUtee. 

Oil  or  Tusfkntinx  is  Avfxotions  or  thk  Skot. — Prof.  Yon  Er- 
lach  and  E.  Lucke  have  recently  communicated  the  resnlte  of  their 
experience  in  t&e  external  use  of  oil  of  turpentine  for  parasitic  affec- 
tions of  the  skin  as  It  aets  quickly,  and  upon  the  whole  of  the  diseased 
stmcture.  Alcohol,  it  is  stated,  does  not  extend  iti  action  to  the 
spores,  etc.,  seated  deeply  at  the  bottom  of  Uie  follieles;  and  iodine 
requires  fVequeot  applications,  and  is  often  useless.  Cases  of  herpes 
tonsurans  and  mentagra  ate  reported,  is  which  a  rapid  eure  was  brought 
about  by  brushing  oil  of  turpentine  over  the  diseased  surfaces.  The 
same  agent  has  been  employed  in  a  similar  manner  by  Lncke  in  cases 
of  soi^eal  erysipelas,  with  great  saooeas.  Aeeording  to  the  result*  of 
nine  reported  cases,  recovery  takes  place  in  abont  three  days.  The 
local  application  of  the  turpentine  was  follow«d  by  a  rapid  diMppear- 
anc*  <^  the  eruption,  and  by  n  immediate  fiJI  in  the  temperature  of 
the  body.  The  last  £iot  i>  exptuned  by  Irtuka  as  due  to  a  destruotian 
of  septic  material  at  the  inflapied  snr&ee,  and  a  consequent  diminntien 
of  the  general  fever. — BerUttar  Dinimtm  WotftenKkrifi,  4S,  1868. 
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Tbu  It  «lll  bg  Has  Oat  It  DUi  baa  puaiou  whlek  Impel  fain  to  Iha  dealmtlDD  ot  tuD,  If 
h«  be  lbs  odIt  ulnul  who,  daapblns  bla  utnnl  maaDi  of  altusk  and  daftnM,  hu  dsTJsed  artw 
nHni  of  deatroction,  be  la  alio  tbs  onl)'  ulmal  who  baa  th«  d«ln,  or  lbs  power,  to  rellcTv  tbe 
nfhrln^  of  hli  Mlow  citfieiia,  and  In  whom  Ibe  co-ailatcnu  of  naaan  and  banaToleDca  uteala 

•  moral  aa  wall  aa  an  IntaUacinal  anp«rlDrli7.— Gi^vH'  CliKicil  UiDiciin. 


INDIANAPOLIS,  JULY,  1869. 


ON  SICK  STOMACH  AND  VOMITING  IN  PREGNANCY,  WITH 
REPORT  OP  A  CASE  WHICH  PROVED  FATAL. 


I  was  called  on,  Msroh  28th,  1863,  to  yiut  Mrs.  C.  S ,  ^^d 

twenty-eight,  an  educated  and  intelligent  lady  of  general  good  bealth. 
I  learned  ftom  her  tbat  she  was  pregnaat  for  the  first  time,  and  was 
advaneed  about  one  month  in  her  term  of  gMtation.  I  was  called  on 
Booonnt  of  sicic  stomach  and  vomiting,  which  had  become  so  annoying 
as  to  demand  attention.  Many  remedies  were  lued,  one  after  another, 
and  every  diversity  in  the  way  of  food  which  oar  ingenuity  oonld  sug- 
gest, but  without  sncoess.  Small  doses  of  morphia,  made  into  pill  with 
bread  cnunb  seemed  to  give  more  relief  than  any  other  remedy.  Next 
to  this  I  may  name  minute  doses  of  Bulphnrio  acid  and  brandy,  as 
recommended  by  Dr.  Lee,  of  Philadelphia. 

About  the  8(h  of  June  I  had  reached  the  conoIuRion,  from  oarefU 
observation  upon  the  progress  of  the  case,  and  the  Aitility  of  remedies, 
that  she  must  perish  unless  the  uterus  could  be  relieved  of  its  eon- 
tenta.  I  stated  my  opinion  to  her  husband  and  demanded  a  oonsolta- 
tion,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  its  propriety.  My  proposition  waa 
oommnnicated  to  her,  and  I  was  informed  that  aha  begged  to  have  the 
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coDSultation  deferred;  stating  th&t  her  mother,  vho  had  raised  quite  s 
family,  had  alvaya  suffered  much  in  the  same  way  dnriag  the  earlier 
months  of  pregaancy,  and  that  she  hoped  to  get  better  after  a  time,  a» 
her  mother  had  done.  Her  husband  was  now  called  from  home  on 
business  aud  was  absent  for  a  week.  Oq  his  return  I  renewed  my  de- 
mand for  a  consultation  which  was  now  acceded  to.  A  gentleman  of 
loag  experience  in  business  (now  deceased)  was  called,  and  after  exam- 
ining the  case,  learning  its  history  and  treatment,  delivered  an  opioioD 
ftdverse  to  the  conclusion  which  I  had  reached.  He  thought  tbwe 
was  yet  hope  of  success  without  resort  Ur  the  prscurement  of  abortim, 
ftnd  suggested  the  oxalate  of  cerium  (which  I  bad  not  used)  as  the 
remedy  which  would  be  most  likely  to  bring  relief.  On  questioning  him 
in  reference  to  it  I  was  satisfied  that  his  confidence  was  based  more 
upon  eulogiums  pronouDced  upon  it  by  Professor  Simpson  than  from 
his  personal  experience.  She  was  now  placed  upon  the  use  of  the 
remedy,  which  was  faithfully  persevered  in  for  several  days  without 
any  perceptible  good  effect.  I  now  wrote  the  Doctor  for  his  Airther 
advice,  who,  in  reply,  urged  me  to  proceed  without  further  loss  of  time 
to  relieve  the  uterus  of  its  conteuts.  This  I  now  declined  to  do,  being 
well  satined  that  she  had  reached  a  degree  of  exhaustion  incompati- 
ble with  the  propriety  of  such  a  procedure.  She  died  on  the  26th  of 
June,  at  the  end  of  the  fonitii  month  of  pregnancy,  as  I  think,  purely 
of  inanition.  I  do  not  believe  there  was  disease  of  the  stomach,  or 
Uterus,  or  any  other  oi^n,  independent  of  the  symp&thetic  irritation 
from  pregnancy.  I  know  there  are  gentlemen  high  in  authority  whc 
would  join  issue  with  me  here.  Thay  contend  when  the  case  ends  tn 
death  that  it  is  caused  by  organic  disease  of  the  stomach,  or  ntomsr 
and  that  Ui«  procurement  of  abortion  would  accomplish  nothing.  I 
can  not  stftte  positively  that  no  organic  disease  of  the  stomach  existed 
in  this  case,  as  no  post  mortem  was  had.  I  knew  the  lady  well  for 
years  anterior  to  her  death,  was  physician  to  her  father's  family,  and 
believed  her  to  have  been  in  good  health  up  to  the  time  of  conception. 
Before  I  conclude  this  paper,  cases  will  be  referred  to  which  ended  in 
death,  where  no  organic  lesion  was  found  ou  post  mortem  examination. 
With  regard  to  the  propriety  of  resorting  to  the  procurement  of  abor- 
tion as  a  measure  of  relief,  there  is  differenee  of  opinion  amongst  those 
high  in  authority.  Professor  Hodge,  I  believe,  (I  speak  from  memory), 
thinks  it  should  never  be  resorted  to.  This,  as  a  rule,  is,  perhaps,  cor- 
rect; but  that  exceptional  oases  do  sometimes  ocouT  I  have  no  doubt. 
In  forty  yean  of  obserraiion  I  hare  seen  but  tiie  one  oftBO  whieh 
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proved  fatal.  The  late  Professor  J.  P.  HarriBon  Hpeake  of  one'whioh 
occurred  in  hiB  practice.  Our  records  npon  this  subject  in  this  oouotry 
are  meagre — in  France  they  are  more  full.  For  some  time  anterior  to 
death  this  lady  complained  of  dimness  of  sight,  accompanied  hy  dila- 
tation of  the  pupils,  which  continued  up  to  the  period  of  death.  It 
was  atrangelj  auggeat«d  that  this  was  caused  by  the  morphia  which 
had  been  used.  It  is  a  symptom  which  very  uniformly  occurs  in  cases 
of  starvation.  It  occurred  in  all  the  oases  seen  by  M.  Dubois,  which 
will  be  referred  to  further  along. 

In  the  physiological  experiments  of  M.  Chossat,  in  1841,  which  se- 
cured him  the  gold  medal  from  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  of 
Paris,  forty-eight  warm-blooded  animals  were  made  the  subjects  of 
starvation,  and  dilatation  of  the  pupil  is  noted  as  having  occurred  in 
every  instance  anterior  to  death.  See  account  of  experiments  con- 
densed from  AnnaU  IfSygiene,  by  J.  R.  Beck,  for  Aititrican  Journal 
of  Med;  volume  II,  1844,  pages  264-6.  Starvation  causes  debil- 
ity of  the  whole  organism  in  which  the  retina  participates,  and  being 
no  longer  fully  sensible  to  the  stimulus  of  light,  or,  unable  to  traua- 
mit  it  to  the  brain,  the  third  nerve  does  not  receive  any  impulse  from 
the  brain,  and,  therefore,  does  not  contract  the  pupil — hence' the  dila- 
tation. 

I  will  now  quote  from  the  Gazette  Medicale  Ae  Pari*,  as  I  find  it  in 
volume  I,  pages  250-1,  American  Journal  of  Med.,  1853,  the  views 
of  M.  Dubois  and  Professor  Stolti : 

"  Indoction  or  abortioD  Id  the  Tomiting  of  pregnant  women.  Daring  a  recent 
discuseioD  Ht  the  Academie  de  Medecine,  U.  P.  Dubois  Btat«a  the  results  of  his  ex- 
perience in  relation  to  obsUnate  vomiting  in  pregnancy.  In  proof  tbnt  this  is  often 
a  more  dangerons  affection  than  is  nsuall^r  mppoMd,  he  stated  that  In  the  conrse  of 
thirteen  jears,  he  hod  met  with  twenty  cases  which  had  proved  fatal.  That  obsti- 
nate vomiting  is  bat  the  exaggeration  of  the  natural  sympathetic  vomiting  of  preg- 
nancy, and  not  due  to  any  special  lesion,  is  proved  by  the  facts  that  at  the  auto- 
psies nothing  is  found,  and  that  when  the  process  of  gestation  becomes  arrested, 
whether  spoalaneoQsly  or  artificially,  the  vomiting  is  ordinarily  pat  an  end  to,  al- 
tbongh  the  woman  may  not  be  delirered  nntll  sereral  days  alter,  of  a  dead  child, 
and  may  yet  die  of  the  effects  of  what  she  has  already  midei^ne.  M.  Dubois  re- 
fers to  several  cases  in  which  the  women,  apparently  at  the  point  of  death,  were 
saved  hy  the  tpcntaneom  death  of  the  fcslus,  this,  being  expelled  only  sometime  at- 
terwordi.  In  respect  to  'he  question  of  how  for  artificial  interfarence  ii  attended 
with  the  same  result,  he  famishes  note!  of  the  four  cases  in  which  he  has  en^iloyed 
it.  Three  of  these  cases  died,  and  one  recoTered — this  last  being  adSed  to  the 
other  caars  on  record,  making  the  number  of  recoveries  he  is  aware  ofcertalhty 
seven,  and  probably  nine.    In  all  the  caaea,  however,  whetlur  thrt«iat»  or  not, 
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Uie  Tomlting  wu  totpended  by  the  op«ri>tioii.  The  difBcnll;  i«^  indeed,  to  fix  tltc 
period  Bl  nhich  thU  ihould  be  resorted  to;  for  it  u  the  natural  desire  to deUjtfaii 
01  long  fli  pouible,  whicb  leids  to  the  fatal  result — the  woman  dj ing,  is  (act,  from 
the  eibaaslion  and  prolonged  atntinence  which  the  Tomiting  b*B  induced,  prior  to 
the  operation  for  arretting  It  being  undertaken.  M,  thibois  la^s  down  as  ft  nila, 
never  (o  perform  It  when  the  sigioof  citreme  exhaDJtioD  are  present,  as  eridcDced 
bj  conaiderabls  Idib  of  riiion,  oaphalalgta,  comatote  •omnolence,  and  diaorder  «f 
the  Iut«llectaal  fkcnlUei.  On  tbe  other  band,  we  ibould  alto  abstain  fhim  opent- 
ting  when  the  vomiting,  though  rjolent  and  frequent,  still  allows  of  some  aliment 
being  retained;  when  the  patient,  though  wasted  and  feeble,  is  not  obliged  to  lieep 
her  bed;  when  tbo  suffering  has  not  jet  induced  in  tense  and  continaous  febrile 
action;  and  when  other  means  still  remain  untried.  In  the  first  case  we  should 
not  nve  onr  patient,  but,  perhips,  accelerate  death,  and  bring  discredit  on  tbe 
operation ;  white,  in  the  other,  we  should  tanifice  a  pregnane;  that  might  hare 
gone  on  to  the  taW  time.  It  Is,  therefore,  the  intermediate  period  that  shouldJ>e 
choMu,  and  this  is  characterized  bj  the  following  signs:  Firit — Almosl  inceisaot 
Tomiting  bj  which  all  alimentar;  substances,  ^nd  sometimes  tbe  smallest  drop  of 
water,  are  r^ected.  Stcond — TVasting  and  dcbilitj,  wbirh  condemn  the  patient  to 
absolute  resL  Third — Syncope,  brought  on  by  the  Icnst  movement  or  mental 
emotion.  Fovrlli — Harked  change  in  the  features.  F^h — Severe  and  continuous 
Abrile  action.  Sixllt — An  elcessive  and  penetrating  acidity  of  the  breath.  Bevtutk 
■—The  fkilure  of  all  other  means.  Bat  even  within  this  period,  which  is  of  vari^' 
ble  duratidD,  tbe  opportune  moment  must  be  chosen.  Thii  seems  to  have  arrived, 
wben  the  inefficacy  of  tbe  most  approved  treatment  has  been  proved,  when  fever 
is  fonnd  to  persist,  and  tbe  debflity  end  wasting  of  the  patient  are  making  sensible 
progress.  The  attendant  should  now  declare  that  the  operation  is  indicaled,  leav- 
ing t«  the  patient  and  her  Mends  the  duty  of  deciding  upon  Its  adoption. 

"Prof  Stall,  of  Strasburg,  has  pubtfshed  a  highly  interesting  communication 
upon  this  sulgect,  in  which  he  also  states  his  belief  that  vomiting  daring  pr^* 
nancy  is  mucb  ofteuer  fatal  than  is  usually  supposed.  He  relates  four  cases  irom 
among  others  that  hare  come  under  his  own  notice.  In  three  of  these,  death 
occurred,  and  lifta  was  saved  by  tbe  operation  in  the  fonrth,  altbougb  tbe  case  seemed 
hopeless.  H.  StoU  lays  great  stress  on  tbe  operation  being  performed  in  good  time, 
l>ecause  if  we  wait  anli!  the  effects  of  (be  sympathetic  reaction  constitute  in  them- 
selves a  serious  disease,  the  evacuation  of  the  womb  does  not  induce  a  cessation  of 
these,  and  may.  In  certain  cases,  even  hasten  death — life,  so  to  say,  hanging  npoo 
a  thread.  It  is,  undoubtedly,  difficult  to  i^  when  the  moment  has  arrived  that 
we  can  no  longer  hope  for  benefit  IVom  natura  or  tberapCBtlcal  agents.  But  may 
not  the  same  ol^ettion  be  made  with  regard  to  many  important  snrgical  operationsT 
It  is  tTD*  that  neither  spostaneoui  nor  artificial  abortion  always  saves  the  life  In 
these  cases;  but  there  Is  a  great  inconsistency  on  tbe  part  of  those  who  do  so,  and 
iwho  still  abvocate  the  operation  in  the  case  of  narrow  pelvis.  A  woman  who  bos 
undergone  artificial  alwrtion  for  obstinate  vomiting,  may  hereafter  [and  these  cases 
imostly  occur  in  primiparm,)  give  birtb  to  a  living  child,  which  can  never  be  tbe 
case  in  one  who  has  so  narrow  a  pelvis  oa  to  call  tor  the  induction  of  abortion 
rather  than  prematQr«  labor," 
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From  Gax.  det.  Hop.  (See  NashTille  Journal,  volume  IX,  page 
604): 

"  VoMiTiMB  Ddbino  Fbegijakcv. — Id  an  interesting  theiis  upon  the  non-coerci- 
ble TOmiting  of  pregnane;,  and  especlallj  in  relation  to  Vat  induction  of  artifici^ 
deliier}-,  U.  Caitaja  baa  collected  fifty-eight  caaet  that  ban  been  pablUhed  bj 
varioui  aathors.  He  distributee  tbooe  according  la  tlieir  mode  of  tflrminatioD,  into 
five  gronps :  Firtl — Casei  which  proTed  &tal,  tireiitj-four,  without  abortion  occni- 
ring,  and  notwithstanding  ever/  rarietj  of  treatmenL  Second — Cases  of  recoverj, 
eleven,  after  Bpontaneous  aborUou,  or  after  the  inbnl  hna  died,  although  (he  expul- 
sion was  sometime  delajed.  Third — Cases  of  recoTerj,  three,  without  spontane- 
ODB^mrtion.  Foarlh — Fatal  cases,  three,  notwithstanding  spontaneous  abortion, 
this  occurring  too  late  to  arail,  the  parent's  powera  being  exhanated.  Fi/lh — 
Oases  of  artificial  aborlbn,  seTODteeB',  these  are  subdWided  into  two  groups,  ine- 
ccstftal,  fourteen,  and  nnauccesafUl,  tliree.  In  these  Oses,  pregnancj  was  snS- 
ctentl;  advanced  to  admit  of  a  liring  child  iMing  bora,  as  well  as  the  mother*! 
life  being  saved.  Thus,  in  fifty-eight  cases,  we  hare  thirtjr  deaths  and  twenty- 
eight  recoveries.  Of  these  last,  eleven  cases  were  due  to  spontaneouB  abortion, 
three  to  medicine  employed,  and  fourteen  to  the  operation." 

Dr.  Chailly,  {Bull.  Gen.  de  Therap.,  October,  1844),  relates  the 
particulars  of  three  cases  of  vomiting  during  pregnancj,  which  proved 
fatal  b;  its  severity.  In  the  first  case,  the  patient  died  in  the  fonr- 
teoDth  week,  of  utcro-gestatiou ;  and  Tomtting  unattended  by  fever, 
had  existed  for  three  months.  There  was  no  lesion  of  the  stomach, 
but  "evident  Inflammation  of  the  decidua.  In  the  second  ease,  death 
took  place  at  the  same  period,  and  obstinate  vomiting  had  existed  from 
the  very  beginning  of  pregnancy.  Very  slight  lesions  were  found  in 
the  stomach,  but  there  was  sanguineous  engorgement  of  the  deciduft 
and  of  the  uterine  tissue,  with  softening  and  thickening  of  the  uterine 
parietes.  In  the  third  case,  death  took  place  at  four  and  a  half  months, 
the  patient  being  then  in  a  state  of  complete  marasmus,  from  vomit- 
ing, which  had  existed  for  two  months."  See  Am.  Jour.  Med.,  vol- 
ume I,  1846. 

Tbbatmint.— I  will  now  proceed  to  speak  of  some  of  the  reme- 
dial means  which  have  been  found  useful  under  varying  oircumatanceB' 

Dr.  Stackler  communicated  to  the  Society  of  Bas.  Bhin,  two  cases 
of  obstinate  vomiting  in  pregnant  women,  which  yielded  to  the  black 
oxide  of  meroury.  Dr.  Jai^r  also  referred  to  cases  cured  by  the 
same  remedy.  Am.  Jour.  Med.,  volume  I,  1846. 

M.  Bretonneau  and  M.  Trousseau,  have  eaeh  reported  cases  of 
obstinate  vomiting  during  pregnancy,  relieved  by  a  belladonna  lotion 
applied  to  the  hypogastric  region.  Same  jo«rn|kl,  volume  II,  page 
225,1848.  ,--■  T 

n,g,t,7rJM,.CjOO<^IC 


400  vnnut  jocrnal  or  HSDiaHX. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Schmidt,  when  TomitiDg  in  pregnancy  may  be  Tegarded 
as  a  Denroiis,  gives  with  bucccbs,  tiro  drops  tinctnre  iodine  every  two 
hours.  This  practice  is  also  recommeDded  by  Dr.  £nlenberg,  Am. 
Jour.,  volume  II,  page  272, 1857. 

M.  Teissier,  reports  a  case  in  the  fourth  month  of  pregnancy,  which 
had  became  sD  reduced  as  to  induce  him  to  think  seriously  of  induc- 
ing abortion  as  a  means  of  saving  her  life ;  but  as  a  last  resort,  tried 
with  snccesB,  pepsine  as-follows,  viz :  One  gramme,  to  be  divided  into 
two  dosea,  and  taken  every  day  in  a  spoonful  of  broth.  See  Am.  Joitr. 
Med.,  volume  II,  1858. 

M.  Corvisart,  M.  Brandot,  and  M.  Gentitei,  all  recommend  pepeine. 
The  latter,  in  London  Lancet,  relates  a  very  severe  and  obstinate  case 
in  which  ten  grain  doses  acted  like  a  charm.  See  Am.  Jour.  Med., 
-volume  II,  page  270,  1860. 

Dr.  C.  E.  Bagot,  in  Dublin  Medical  Preu,  October,  1859,  states 
that  after  failing  with  other  remedies,  he  has  succeeded  in  extreme 
cases  with  calomel,  given  so  ae  to  cause  slight  salivation,  Am.  Joitr., 
volume  I,  page  276,  1860. 

Dr.  Charles  E.  Lee,  physician  to  Blockley  Hospital,  Philadelphia, 
uses  for  vomiting  in  the  early  months  of  pregnancy,  creasote,  prussio 
acid,  and  better  still,  minute  doses  of  sulphuric  acid  and  brandy.  For 
vomiting  in  advanced  pregnancy,  he  has  found  oxalate  of  cerium  pre- 
ferable. He  gives  it  in  a  two  grain  pill  every  third  hour.  See  his  essay 
upon  this  Bultjcct,  Am.  Jow.  Med.,  volume  II,  page  391,  1869. 

Many  other  remedies  have  been  used  sometimes  with  good  effects, 
such  as  various  of  the  tooics,  antispasmodics,  narcotics,  absorbenta, 
sugar  of  lead,  tinct.  nux  vomica,  in  doses  of  four  drops  every  two 
hours,  &x. 

Dr.  Henry  Bennet,  London  Lancet,  January,  1865,  thinks  that 
intractable  sickness  during  pregnancy  is  generally  occasioned  by  the 
antecedent  existence  of  inflammation  of  the  body,  or  of  the  neck  of  the 
uterus,  and  that  under  such  circumstances  it  is  vain  to  expect  medi- 
cine to  accomplish  relief  "  In  such  cases,  a  few  touches  of  nitrate  of 
silver,  and  an  astringent  injection,  wilt  arrest  sickness  that  has  baf- 
fled the  skill  of  half  a  dozen  medical  men  and  the  resources  of  the 
pharmacopoeia.  I  have  thus  saved  the  lives  of  many  children,  and  I 
believe  Bome  mothers."  See  Am.  Jour.  Med.,  volume  I,  page  524, 
1865. 

Also,  in  such  cases  as  referred  to  by  Bennet,  Dr.  Warren,  of  Boa- 
ton,  recommends  slight  pencillinge  with  nitrate  of  ulver.  He  says: 
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In  cases  attended  wiih  much  neuralgic  pain  and  exceesive  lenoorrliceal 
secretion,  he  strongly  reoommendB  the  following : 
B.    Tincture  Beuonll,  gt. 

Chloric  elhw,  31.  * 

*.  Acet  Horphia,  gn,  U. 

IL     It  should  be  painted  npoD  the  cervix  one«  in  tbme  or  bw  daji. 

Dr.  Warren  alao  remarks  that  he  has  used  with  benefit,  injections 
of  feni  alnmiui,  gi;  infns.  opii,  jii;  aqtue  diet.  Jviii. — Boston  Med- 
ical and  Surgical  Journal,  &om  Wettem  Lancet,  Tolnme  II,  page 
763,  1869. 

Siot  stomach  and  vomiting  are  sometimes  caused  by  mal-position  of 
the  ntems.  When  this  ie  ascertained  to  be  the  case,  the  organ  shonld, 
of  coarse,  be  restored  to  its  normal  position. 

I  stated  in  the  forepart  of  this  paper,  that  opinion  was  divided  as 
to  the  propriety  of  resorting  to  operative'  procedure  in  bad  cases.  In 
addition  to  what  I  have  already  quoted  fVom  Dubois,  Stolti,  and  IS. 
Chossat,  OB  the  enbjeot,  I  will  state  that  M.  CaEeaux  is  opposed  to  it 
because  no  special  time  can  be  fixed.  Villenenve  is  in  favor  of  it  when 
the  life  of  mother  or  child  is  serioDslj  endangered.  Hohl  objects, 
because  such  oases  rarely  prove  fatal.  Churchill  and  Lee,  have  by  this 
means  obtained  very  Batisfactory  results.  C.  Brann  recommends  it 
«nly  when  the  life  of  the  mother  is  serionsly  endangered.  See  Am. 
Jour.  Med.,  volume  I,  pages  543-1, 1864. 

I  have  now  bronght  blether  in  a  condensed  form,  material  upon 
this  important  enbject,  which  oecnpies  a  widely  scattered  position  in 
onr  profesaiona)  annals,  and  hope  it  may  be  found  convenient  and  prof- 
itable for  reference  by  such  of  my  professional  brethren  as  may  find 
thevselTes  involved  in  the  treatment  of  such  serious  caies  as  the  one 
which  I  have  herewith  reported. 


DEATH    FROM    CHLOROPOBM. 

BT  V.  I.  JONES,  H.  D.,  CIBCLKTILLE,  OHIO. 

In  the  May  number  of  your  jonrnal  may  be  found  some  interesting 
theorising  by  Dr.  Z.  C.  HcElroy.  The  caption  of  the  article  in  question 
reads,  "The  convertion  of  gravity  into  organic  force  in  reuudtation  from 
impending  death  from  overdotet  of  Chloroform." 
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Id  order  to  render  the  subject  somewlut  elear,  the  kiith«r  lajB 
dowQ  a  few  "funchmtnial  proponHom,"  tome  of  which  he  informs  the 
reader  are  original.  This  precaution  seemed  absolutely  necessary — 
one  claiming  to  set  forth  "The  only  poitibU  definiu  conception  of  haw 
Moroform  dtttroyt  life,  comiiUnt  vrilh  the  knovm  /aeU  of  the  anatomy, 
phynology  and  pathology  of  the  hitman  bod]/,"  should  have  a  firm  snb- 
stratum  on  which  to  build.  It  is  not  unpleasant  to  hare  our  philosophy 
changed,  when  the  correction  is  made  by  facte.  These  alterations  work 
for  the  good  of  science;  but  the  nomenclature  of  things  unknown, 
gains  nothing  by  change  of  terms,  without  alteration  in  the  ideas  of 
relation.  While  it  is  easy  to  say,  "The  to-calUd  vital  force  or  force*, 
have  hitherto  been  a  great  itumbling  block  in  the  pathway  of  invettiga' 
tion  in  the  phenomena  of  organic  life,"  it  IB  no  trivial  task  to  remore 
this  obttacle  out  of  the  "investigation,"  and  if  removed,  what  would 
there  be  left  to  investigatef  The  doctor  attempts  it,  howeTer,by  mul- 
tiplication— by  using  two  terms,  expressive  of  these  forces,  for  one 
term  and  one  force.  If  comprchcudcd  correctly,  he  speaks  of  a  force 
^'confined  erUirely"  to  the  preservation  of  types  and  forms  of  organs 
and  tissues — a  '■'form  force  or  architect  of  organization,"  and  an  or- 
ganieing  force,  which  ti  vnder  the  control  at  the  form  force  or  architect- 
What  these  forces  are — how  divided  and  subdivided,  how  all  or  any  are 
generated — he  has  not  given  any  definite  ides.  At  one  time  they 
are  spoken  of  as  dependent  manifestations,  while  at  another,  as  inhe- 
rent qualities  of  matter,  connected  with  the  ordinary  physical  forces 
of  the  universe,  readily  transmitted  from  one  mode  to  that  of  another 
— 'firom  gravity  to  the  dynamici  of  life. 

These  speculations  are  alluded  to,  more  from  the  conclusions  formed, 
than  fVom  any  real  importance  in  the  distiuctiouB  created.  For  it  is 
stated,  rather  as  an  objection  to  the  term  vital  force,  "  that  it  would 
make  man  immortal "  by  perpetuating  the  forms  of  organic  life.  Still 
his  new  forces  do  not  escape  a  like  objection.  It  may  be  asked,  why 
they  cease — why  the  " architect,"  "form  force,"  and  other /orc«»,  which 
have  builded  the  temple  "of  constantly  ahanging  material  "  once, 
should  not  be  able  to  continue  it  in  existence  indefinitely? 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  these  "propontio**  "  and  deduction*  were 
left  in  so  much  obBcurity  that  they  apparently  exhibit  a  want  of  agree- 
ment. 

Three  things,  however,  the  doctor  lays  down  as  facte  arrived  at 
inductively,  vis : 
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firil — When  death  ocoon  from  chlorofonn,  "  it  is  alm^i  due  to  paroljsis  of 

the  hearl  ur  lungs,  or  both." 

Second — -Thut  "  the  paralysis  is  invariably  oiring  to  arrest  of  destractire  meta- 
morphosis in  the  nerve  niasaes  supplying  their  dynamics." 

Third — That  the  arrest  of  deelructive  metamorpboBis  in  the  cerebellum  and 
medalla  oblongata,  or  nerve  masses  BDppIjing  the  dynamics  of  circulation  and 
tespiratlon,  it  cauiid  by  a  defieienry  of  oxgge*  in  Ikt  hlond  and  Sminithtd  vohau  qf 

It  would  seem  unfortnnate  for  the  first  conclnsioD,  that  the  unitiei- 
ong  experimente  npon  qnadrupede,  aa  well  qb  obserrations  made  upon 
mankind,  Iwiiig  and  dead,  show  that  chloToform,  seldom,  if  ever,  pro- 
dnccB  paralyBiB  of  the  heart,  or  affects  the  functions  of  this  organ 
directly — the  failure,  when  it  occutb,  Ib  a  natural  consequence  of  the 
absence  of  reapiration. 

Be^pectiDg  the  second  and  third  conelusions,  (as  drawn  from  Dr. 
.  Moblej's  case),  there  are  no  facts  from  which  such  inferences  can  log- 
icallj'  be  drawn.  Bat  on  the  contrary,  experiments  teach  the  reapira- 
tory  sense  is  not  generated  by  the  eerehellum,  medulla  oblongata,  and 
TieTvet,  nor  by  their  dtttruetive  metamorphotit;  but  is  transmitted  to 
the  medulla  from  every  part  of  the  body  receiving  oxygen  carrying 
fluid ;  and  it  is  the  tiapennon  of  this  sense  that  causes  death,  when  tiie 
casualty  18  produced  by  aniesthesia.  Now,  while  the  doctor  sa^s  it  is 
tutpended  by  the  arrest  of  the  dettruetive  mefamorphoni,  from  want  of 
oxygen  in  the  blood  furnished  the  nervous  masses,  experiments  have 
repeatedly  shown  that  destructiTe  metamorphosis  goes  on  undisturbed, 
in  an  atmosphere  of  hydrogen  and  nitrogen,  and  that  it  is  in  no  way  con- 
nected, or  directly  dependent  upon  the  absorption  of  oxygen,  and  that 
the  respiratory  sense  is  augmented  in  the  inverse  ratio  to  the  amount 
of  free  oxygen  in  the  body — everything  diminishing  the  oxygen  in- 
creases the  respiratory  sense,  and  augments  muscular  contraction, 
whether  it  be  from  the  loss  of  the  life-giving  principle  in  hemorrhage, 
01  a  restriction  through  the  pnlmonio  channels.  Experiments  have 
also  shown,  that  destructive  metamorphotit  is  not  arrested  by  anatthetia 
— that  chloroform  does  not  diminish  the  oxygen  of  the  body.  There- 
fore, we  can  not  say  the  respiratory  sense,  in  these  fatal  cases,  is  inva- 
riably suspended  for  want  of  oxygen,  for  we  know  it  may  be  ea^ended 
from  other  causes,  alike  in  subjects  under,  as  well  as  not  under  the 
influence  of  chloroform.  Artificial  respiration  completely  suspends 
this  sense,  and  the  muscles  of  inspiration  and  expiration  become  "  par- 
alyzed "  in  the  same  way  as  when  under  an  overdose  of  chloroform,  30 
long  as  the  oxygen  is  supplied  in  this  way. 
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No  one,  however,  u  jet,  has  anggested  that  destnictJTe  metamor- 
phoaiB  of  the  cerebellam  aod  medalla  oblongata  it  arretted,  becmnse 
no  muBcnlar  contractions  of  the  chest  take  place  during  these  experi- 
ments. 

In  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  deaths  reported  by  Snow  and  Eidd, 
ninety-six  deaths  transpired  very  soon  ai^r  the  administration;  kad 
Dr.  Uarcet,  a  competent  observer,  says,  he  believes  a  spasmodic  oloa- 
nre  of  the  glottis  (and  not  paralysis),  takes  place  from  the  action 
of  chloroform.  He  was  led  to  this  conolnsion,  "Because  several  sub- 
stances poBsesBlng  aneesthetio  properties,  are  poaitivaly  known  when 
present  in  the  blood  to  have  given  rise  to  closure  of  the  glottis." 
"Second — Because  the  symptoms  of  death  from  chloroform,  are  oon- 
sistent,  more  or  leaa,  with  sodden  asphyxia;"  and  Third — "Because 
the  poBt-mortem  &ppear&nceB  after  death  from  chloroform,  may  be 
accounted  for  by  assuming  that  death  has  taken  place  from  asphyxia." 

In  two  instances  of  alarming  suspension  of  respiration  from  chlo- 
roform under  my  care,  this  seemed  to  be  the  cause;  at  least  when  res- 
piration retumeS,  the  first  inspiration  was  of  the  character  as  that 
from  the  removal  of  some  mechanical  or  spaamodic  obstmotion  in  Uie 
upper  portion  of  Uie  air  passage;  the  air  entering  as  into  a  vacuum; 
and  Beveral  cases  have  been  reported  as  saved  by  Dr.  Fetrles'  plan — 
by  drawing  the  tongue  forward,  and  thus  overcoming  obstruotiona  that 
may  exist  to  air  entering  the  larynx. 

One  thing  is,  however,  quite  apparent — the  recoveries  from  dan- 
gerous symptoms  of  chloroform,  arc  attributed  to  a  most  singular 
variety  of  circumstances — circiunBtanceB,  too,  which  have  had  little  or 
nothing  to  do  in  sust^ning  or  regaining  the  life  forces.  One  aaya  this, 
another  that.  The  correspondent  of  the  Medital  Newt  and  QcueUe 
saved  the  life  of  his  patient  by  injcoUng  a  glass  of  brandy  and  wat«r 
into  the  rectum,  white  Dr.  Mobley  wonld  have  us  infer ,that  his  recov- 
ered by  inverting  the  body  at  an  angle  of  forty-five  degrees — bollt 
recovered  vitality,  after  the  pulse  was  almott  imperceptible,  and  the 
movements  of  the  thorax  had  altnott  eeaied,  and  also  after  the  things 
named  were  done.  But,  taking  another  step,  if  we  should  go  on  con- 
Htmcting  theories  of  the  vital  forces,  to  explain  and  reconcile  the  things 
done,  and  recovery  as  the  sequence,  the  science  of  physiology  wonld 
soon  be  transferred  into  an  ark,  filled  with  a  heteiogeneons  mass  of 
attic  tisEh.  It  is  true,  the  position  of  the  patient  and  change  of  pos- 
ture, have  always  claimed  much  for  mechanical  reasons;  but  not  ever 
before  upon  the  theory  "  of  gravity  being  Irantmuled  into  organic  force  " 
by  the  most  etherial  thinkers  in  the  profession.  /  ~         ,  r 


FORTY  TEARS  PRACTICE,  OR  REPORK!  OF  BXTRAOBDI- 
NARY  CASES.        

BT  V.  TIBID,  H.  J>.,  or  JEFFERSON  TILLS,  INDIANA. 


On  the  20tli  of  Augnet,  1863,  Samuel  RouBBean,  nephew  of  tke 
late  Qea.  Roaaeeao,  a  youth  about  fourteen  years  old,  was  brought 
tioa  Louisville  to  Jeffersonrilte  and  placed  under  my  care  for  chrouie 
dysentery.  He  had  beeo  ander  medical  treatment  for  Beveral  weeks, 
without  arresting  the  progreee  of  the  disease.  At  the  time  I  eaw 
him  the  bloody  dejections  had  ceased,  bat  were  succeeded  by  mnco- 
purnlent  discharges,  occasionally  mixed  with  a  dark  foetid  saniei. 
He  had  coDBtant  fever,  tormina  and  tenesmus.  These  were  to  my  mind 
unmistakable  symptoms  of  ulceration  of  the  colon. 

But  notwithstanding  I  regarded  the  case  as  very  nnfarorable,  every 
effort  was  made  for  his  relief.  Anodynes,  demulcents,  astringents  and 
indeed  every  remedy  that  promised  the  least  benefit  was  fully  tried 
without  success.  In  the  meantime  the  patient  had  become  greatly 
emaciated;  and  it  was  very  evident  that  without  an  extraordinary 
change  for  the  better,  he  must  speedily  snocnmb.  Bnt  what  more 
could  be  done,  was  the  question. 

Reasoning  from  analogy  I  concluded  to  try  chlorate  of  potash. 
Knowing  it  to  be  a  valuable  remedy  for  ulcerations  of  the  mouth, 
tongue  and  fauces,  I  thought  it  might  have  the  same  effect  in  intesti- 
nal ulceration,  provided  it  could  be  brought  in  contact  with  the  seat 
of  disease  in  sufficient  strength. 

His  aunt,  Mrs.  Patterson,  at  whose  house  he  was  staying,  being  a 
lady  of  much  experience  and  good  judgment  in  nnrsiDg,  was  made 
acquainted  with  the  proposed  experiment,  for  such  it  really  was,  and 
its  modut  operandi  ftilly  explained.  Having  pracliced  in  her  &mily 
for  thirty  odd  years,  I  had  always  found  her  an  excellent  assistant  in 
carrying  out  to  the  letter  my  prescriptions  and  recommendations. 

I  administered  by  the  mouth  a  bolus  of  five  grains  of  chlorate  of 
potash  every  four  hours,  held  together  by  pulv.  gum  acacia.  In  addi- 
tion to  this,  I  dissolved  four  drachms  of  the  salt  in  one  pint  of  warm 
water,  to  be  used  as  an  enema.  For  this  purpose  I  had  the  patient 
laid  on  his  right  side,  with  his  hips  raised  on  a  pillow,  placing  his 
body  on  an  inclined  plane.    Anticipating  great  difficulty  in  the  re- 
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tentioD  of  the  injection,  I  took  the  precaation  to  bave  Mrs.  P.  seated 
by  him  bo  as  to  hold  his  hands  aecntely.  When  the  enema  was  passed 
into  his  hovels,  the  pain  caused  by  its  presence  was  intolerable  j  hnt 
to  prevent  its  discharge,  the  instant  the  Bjringe  was  emptied,  I  seized 
the  flabby  integnmente  of  the  nat«s,  folding  them  as  it  were  over  the 
anus,  and  held  them  firmly  and  pressed  steadily  against  it.  The  pain 
produced  by  the  injection  was  intolerable  for  about  a  half  an  hour. 
Bnt  after  it  became  diffused  along  the  colon  it  gradually  subsided. 
After  holding  him  down  for  one  hour  he  was  released  and  allowed  to 
get  up  if  he  desired  it.  But  the  inclination  had  disappeared.  And  it 
was  some  time  in  the  night  before  the  injection  passed  off. 

On  returning  next  momiDg,  Mrs.  Patterson  greeted  me  with  the 
good  news  that  the  patient  was  much  better,  not  having  had  more 
than  one  or  two  alvine  discbarges  during  the  night. 

*  From  that  time  he  recovered  rapidly.  If  I  mistake  not,  the  injec- 
tion was  repeated  about  the  second  day  after  the  first,  without,  how- 
over,  producing  the  same  amoant  of  pain. 


PROTRACTED  RETENTION  OF  A  BLIGHTED  OVUM. 


Br   W.    HOBB8,   U.   D.,   CARTHAQE,   INDIANA. 

s  Union  XEdlcml  Sarisir  ■!  XnlcbtiloVD,  >t  tbolr  Jane  Hdlgn,  lS«e,  KBd  pi*- 


During  the  latter  spring  and  the  snmmer  months  of  1854,  I  was 
in  attendance  upon  Mrs.  3.,  who  reported  herself  to  me  to  he  preg- 
nant, and  without  notes  of  the  esse  at  the  time,  or  a  distinct  remem- 
brance of  the  several  symptoms  of  gestation  which  she  presented,  or 
the  order  in  which  they  occurred,  they  were  such  as  satisfied  me  that 
het  conclusions  were  correct.  She  quickened  at  the  time  expected, 
and  advanced  to  what  was  supposed  almost  the  first  of  the  seventh 
month,  when  the  siie  of  the  abdomen  and  her  general  contour  fairly 
indicated  the  normal  progress  of  utero-eestation  to  that  period.  At 
this  juncture  the  motions  of  tbe  foetus  ceased  and  were  never  after- 
wards felt;  all  other  signs  of  pregnancy  disappeared,  and  the  abdomen 
gradually  diminished  in  sice  and  left  no  evidence  of  pregnancy  except 
k  hard  tumor  of  considerable  siw  above  the  pnbes. 
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All  appearances  of  gestation  haviDg  lubaided,  and  no  mUcarriagi 
having  occurred,  I  determined  thattbere  had  beeuniJ  pregnancy,  but  that 
it  had  been  simulated  by  some  unknown  affection  of  the  womb,  which 
had  eventuated  in  hypertrophy  of  that  organ.  The  patient  was  about 
thirty-five  years  of  age,  of  medium  stature,  weak  and  nervous,  and  a 
chronic  complainer.  She  had  two  living  children,  and  had  had  one  or 
two  miscarriages  before  I  knew  her. 

From  September,  1864,  when  the  signs  of  pregnancy  disappeared, 
until  September,  1855,  the  state  of  her  health  was  not  noticeably  dif* 
ferent  from  what  it  bad  been  for  years  before.  I  often  saw  her,  and 
my  calls  were  for  the  treatment  of  chronic  indigestion,  and  the  various 
forms  of  hysteria  fVom  which  she  had  long  been  a  sufferer.  There 
was  no  return  of  the  catamenia,  but  as  her  health  was  poor,  and  she 
had  before  been  subject  to  great  irregularities  in  the  performance  of 
that  function,  I  thought  but  little  about  it.  She  resided  five  miles 
from  my  office. 

Late  in  September,  1855,  eighteen  months  after  conception  waa 
supposed  to  have  taken  place,  and  twelve  months  after  the  last  indica- 
tion of  it  had  disappeared,  and  when  it  had  been  long  since  forgotten, 
the  husband  of  this  patient  called  one  day  three  several  times  for  me 
in  my  absence,  and  at  his  last  visit,  in  order  to  hurry  my  movements 
when  I  returned  home,  he  told  my  wife  to  tell  me  that  his  "wife's 
womb  had  come  down,  and  waa  coming  right  out  of  hei."  I  arrived 
at  home  about  dark,  and  as  this  was  one  of  my  most  prompt  paying 
customers,  I  hired  a  fresh  horse  and  driver,  and  imnlediately  set  oat 
by  moonshine,  my  mind  occupied  with  the  problem  of  replacing  an 
inverted  uterus. 

Upon  my  arrival  I  found  Mrs.  J.  lying  npon  her  back,  with  her 
knees  tied  together  with  a  garter,  and  her  limbs  straightened.  Sh« 
had  taken  this  precaution,  she  told  me,  to  prevent  the  whole  of  her 
"insides  from  coming  out."  She  said  hei  womb  had  oome  down  and 
a  part  of  it  waa  "in  the  world."  She  had  no  pain  except  a  little  im 
the  back — was  as  well  as  common  uatil  early  that  morning,  when  she 
felt  the  organ  descending — was  then  lying  at  ease  except  tVom  appre- 
hension, and  the  discomfort  of  so  long  maintaining  the  position  in 
which  I  found  her. 

By  the  touch  I  discovered  a  large  tumor  presenting  at  the  vulva, 
and  for  the  moment  my  mind  bo  involuntarily  accepted  her 
atatement  of  the  case,  that  I  found  myself  determining  upon  the 
means  of  its  replacement  within  the  pelvic  cavity.     It  had  played  such 
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tricks  upon  me  before  that  I  oonld  not  aow  doubt  its  treachery.  Bat 
In  another  instant  my  touch  taught  me  that  I  was  not  handling  a 
mncona  bat  a  serous  surface,  and  upon  passingmy  left  hand  to  the  loirer 
part  of  the  abdomen  of  the  patient,  I  found  a  tumor  about  as 
large  as  my  fist,  which  I  recognised  as  the  uterus  in  its  Qormal  posi- 
tion afler  natnral  labor,  hard  and  well  contracted. 

I  next  punctured  that  which  by  this  time  I  had  decided  to  be  an 
amnio^c  sac,  and  extracted  a  dead  foetus  which  was  presenting  the 
lower  extremities.  The  placenta  and  membranes  immediately  fol- 
lowed. I  suppose  the  nterus  bad  been  empty  since  early  in  the  day,  the 
foetal  mass  being  lodged  in  the  vagina.  There  was  no  hemorrhage — 
not  even  the  staiu  of  blood. 

The  amniotic  liquor  I  had  no  means  of  examing,  it  having  beea 
immediately  absorbed  by  the  bedding.  Its  odor  was  not  much  differ- 
ent fVom  health,  except  not  quite  so  distinct — there  were  perhaps  twelve 
or  sixteen  fluid  ounces  of  it. 

The  foetus  indicated  by  its  development  that  it  had  arrived  at  the 
dxth  month,  or  a  little  more,  of  uterine  life.  The  whole  ovnm,  foe- 
tus, chord,  membranes  and  placenta  were  perfect  and  complete  in  all 
the  parts — of  a  dusky  brown  or  yellowish  color,  and  completely 
mummified.  The  appearance  and  feel  of  the  textures  were  much  the 
same  except  in  color,  as  though  tbey  had  been  long  macerated  in  alco- 
hol. They  seemed  as  if  all  the  fluids  had  been  extracted  from  thent, 
and  they  consolidated  by  pressure  and  afterwards  smoked,  bnt  still 
preserving  a  good  degree  of  softness  and  pliability.  The  ptacenU 
was  not  more  than  one-fourth  the  usual  size  at  the  sixth  month,  and 
the  foetus  was  proportionally  reduced  in  dimensions,  except  in  length. 

The  patient  convalesced,  if  it  could  be  called  such,  in  a  very  short 
time — ^waa  up  and  at  hnsiness  in  a  day  or  two,  not  having  been  sick. 

Query  First — Was  the  foetus  which  was  delivered  in  the  last  of 
September,  1865,  the  product  of  a  conception  which  occurred  in  April, 
1854,  about  eighteen  months  before,  and  which  died  in  utero  in  Sep- 
tember, 1864,  about  twelve  months  before? 

Anticer — It  was;  and  I  base  this  concluston  upon  the  following 

Firit — From  April  to  September,  1854,  the  patient  presented  ibt 
usual  signs  of  pregnancy,  inclading  quickening,  and  visible  increasing 
of  the  site  of  the  abdomen,  abont  which  time  such  signs  all  disap' 
peared,  the  gravid  uterus  diminished  in  hulk,  until  It  formed  a  hard 
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mssB  or  ball  in  the  lower  part  of  the  belly  above  the  pubes,  in  which 
pOBition  it  remained  nnchanged  until  the  day  of  delivery. 

Second — The  product  of  no  sach  gestation  wag  ever  beforeexpelled. 

Third — No  signs  of  another  fecundation  and  pregnancy  ever  sf- 
t«rward  occurred  during  the  time  under  conBidcration. 

Fourth — The  development  of  the  ovum  corresponded  with  the  du- 
ration of  life  attributed  to  it. 

Fifth — The  condition  of  the  ovum  at  the  time  of  its  discharge,  al- 
though in  a  state  of  complet«  preservation,  indicated  that  it  had  long 
been  dead. 

Sixth — The  operation  of  the  same  forces  which  can  arrest  putre- 
faction for  a  day  or  a  week,  may,  by  their  continuance,  arrest  it  for 
months  or  years. 

The  death  of  the  embryo,  or  foetus,  in  ntero,  is  nsnally  quickly 
followed  by  the  death  of  the  entire'  ovum — indeed,  the  death  of  any 
of  the  prodncts  of  conception  is  usually  followed  by  this  result.  The 
lifeless  mass,  then  acting  as  a  foreign  body  in  the  uterine  cavity, 
is  soon  afterwards  expelled,  in  a  state  of  decomposition,  more  or  less 
advanced.  Dr.  Simpson  states  the  general  law  for  the  discharge  of  the 
dead  foetus  to  be  fhim  one  to  three  weeks.  * 

But  the  ohemioo-vital  forces  are  known  to  ex«rt  great  control  over 
the  process  of  putrefaction  within  the  body.     Every  observer  is  aware   ' 
that  the  decomposition  of  an  ovum  in  the  nterus  is  so  modified  as  to 
differ  greatly  from  that  which  goes  on  in  the  open  sir.     It  has  neither 
the  odor  nor  the  appearance  of  ordinary  pntre&otion,  f 

But  while  these  are  the  usual  results  of  the  death  of  the  embryo 
or  foetus,  they  are  by  no  means  uniform  :  there  are  three  Urge  excep- 
tions which  observation  has  established. 

Exeeptiim  Fint — The  death  of  the  placenta  and  the  investing 
membranes  does  not  always  attend  the  death  of  the  embryo.  It  is 
sometimes  discharged  after  an  abortion,  while  they  remain  within  the 
ntems  with  continued  life,  and  are  transformed  into  what  are  known 
as  "fiesky  moUt"  or  "mole$  of  Reiteration." i  Or,  in  the  earlier  stages 
of  gestation,  when  the  embryo  is  in  a  condition  which  spproaehes  the 
muoil^nouestftle,  it  is  sometimes  dissolved  in  the  amniotic  liqnor,neTei 
afterward  showing  a  trace  of  itself,  after  which  the  ovnm  takes  on  the 
changes  jnst  allnded  to,  is  filled  with  hydatids,  or  assumes  other  un- 
natural appearances. § 


*Bimr    OM.  Work,  Tol.  1,  pag*  13. 
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Exceptio*  Second — Tbe  oyam  may  die  and  be  long  afterward  re- 
tained within  tbe  ntema.  Telpeau  "  says  when  the  child  has  ceased  to 
live  it  is  generally  thrown  out  hy  t^e  uteros,  but  in  some  cases  its  ez- 
polsioD  does  not  take  place  for  a  considerable  period."*  He  saw  a 
case  in  which  the  child  died  at  seven  months — waa  retained  twenty* 
eight  days  afterward,  and  another  ia  which  the  signs  of  gestation  dis- 
appeared at  six  months,  the  "belly  lost  half  itfi  size,"  and  when  he 
wrote,  eight  months  afterward,  there  had  been  and  were  still  no  signs 
of  miscarriage.  Charchill  says  "  it  is  a  matter  of  common  experience 
that  women  retain  a  dead  foetus  in  utero  for  weeks  or  7ionth3."f  M. 
Prout  had  in  his  collection  a  foetus  of  three  or  four  months,  which 
was  not  discharged  until  five  months  after  the  symptoms  of  abortion. 
Csieauz  says  "  tbe  term  for  the  discbarge  of  a  dead  foetus  is  not  uni- 
form— it  ia  not  uncommonly  retained  for  weeks  or  months  " — be  has 
known  many  women  to  oarry  a  dead  child  scTeral  months.  {  Velpean 
■ays  tbst  under  the  conditions  which  existed  in  my  ease  (that  is  when 
the  membranes  remained  entire),  the  ovum  may  be  carried  not  only 
fi>r  seven  months,  but  even  for  several  years.  X 

It  ia  to  be  understood  however,  that  these  are  exoeptions  to  the 
operation  of  a  general  law  of  delivery.  The  conservative  forces  of  the 
animal  ftame  are  nao^lly  on  the  alert  to  expel  every  intruder  npon  the 
corporeal  good,  and  at  once  to  eliminate  and  reject  all  dead  matter, 
whether  in  moleculea  or  maaeea,  which  cob  threaten  it  with  danger. 
The  ntems  is  no  laggard  in  her  watohAil  care  in  these  respects,  and  if 
the  dead  ovum  ia  not  expelled  aoon  after  its  vitality  ceaaea,  it  rarely 
passes  the  full  term  which  nature,  in  the  outset,  designed  it  to  remain 
within  the  body,  without  as  effort,  either  suceeasiul  or  unsncceasful, 
for  its  discharge.  This  is  a  law  not  only  of  MUra,  but  also  of  extra 
uterine  gestation.  The  testimony  of  obaervers  is,  that  in  pregnancies 
of  tlie  latter  kind,  at  the  close  of  the  usual  term  of  utero  •gestation,  if 
not  before,  the  womb  makes  expulsive  efforts,  as  though  it  contained 
the  foetus.  Schmidt  reports  a  case  where  the  gestation  lasted  three 
years,  and  within  the  period  labor  puns  were  renewed  eif^t  times ;  and 
Gaieanx  one  of  ted  yeats,  in  which  the  pains  reouned  regularly  at 
periods  oorreapoiiding  with  the  term  of  uteto-gettttion. 

Sxceptian  ^Mrd-^The  evnm  may  be  long  retained  within  the 
body  of  the  mother  without  undergoing  putrebctive  decompositioB. 
a.    It  may  be  mnmmified,  and  as  completely  praaerved,  as  though 
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K  had  been  Bleeped  id  ftlcoliol,  m  in  my  cue  reported.  Velpean  states 
that  if  tbe  membniiet  are  not  broken,  and  the  air  does  not  get  access 
to  the  interior,  the  (betus  may  be  preserred  «}il)u)tU  change  for  seferal 
months,  or  even  several  years,  which  has  given  rise,  I  presame,  to  sup- 
posed pregnancies  of  fifteen,  twenty,  or  thirty  months  duration,  &o., 
that  are  spoken  ef  in  the  soientifie  colleettoaa.  This  oceurrenoe  is 
met  with  pftrticnlarly  in  eomponDd  pregnane ies— one  of  the  foetuses 
dies  at  two  or  three  months — the  other  continHes  to  grow,  and  at  the 
lying-in  the  praoUtioner  is  aatonished  to  reeeiTe  both  a  tUl  grown 
child  and  an  abortion.*  U.  Hartio,  of  Lyons,  says  "the  mode  of  al- 
teration varieB  with  the  period  of  pregnancy  at  which  the  child  dies. 
*■  *  if  *  From  the  seoond  to  the  fifth  month  it  withers 
away,  becomes  shriveled  and  dried  up,  and  looks  like  a  little  mummy 
of  a  yellow  color,  or  like  a  foetus  preaerred  foi  a  long  time  in  alcohol." 
"  Not  uniVequently  the  placenta  likewise  participates  in  this  state  of 
desiccation." t  Simpson  aaya  "when  the  dead  foetus  is  thus  retained, 
it  is  preserred  fVee.from  the  decomposition  usually  following  death,  by 
all  access  of  air  to  it  being  prevented.  Sometimes  it  retains  Ita  usual 
rounded  appearance  and  form,  if  it  continues  to  be  surrounded  by  a 
mfficient  quantity  of  liqnor  amnii.''^ 

By  consulting  Dr.  Montgomery's  Obttelricai  Euay$,  numerous 
cases  bearing  upon  these  facta  will  be  found  reported. 

In  extra-uterine  pregnancy  where  the  foetal  mass  is  of  necessity 
retained  within  the  body  of  the  mother  beyond  the  term  of  ita  life, 
the  same  facta  are  observed.  The  producta  of  conception  are  often 
encysted  in  a  dense  fibrinous  aae,  in  which  they  are  perfectly  preserved 
for  many  yean.  Dr.  Banubotham  mentions  a  case  in  which  he  twice 
attended  a  lady  in  natural  labor,  and  through  her  abdominal  wall  he 
could  feel  the  limbs  of  a  foetus  which  was  the  result  of  a  previous 
extra-uterine  pregnancy.  In  other  cases  of  such  gestation  the  ovum 
la  incased  in  a  hard  calcareous  crust  in  which  it  is  preserved  and  car- 
ried for  a  quarter  or  half  a  century.  Dr.  Montgomery,  in  the  essays 
quoted,  relataa  a  case  of  a  foetus  in  ntero,  which  was  preserved,  en- 
cased in  a  red  calcareous  deposit,  aud  Dr.  Qoooh  two  similar  circum- 
stances, which  occurred  at  different  pregnancies  of  the  same  woman. 

b.  Such  dead  and  retained  foetuses  are  at  other  timea  transformed 
into  an  osseous  or  cretaceous  mass,  resembling  petribetions.  Almost 
all  writers  upon  extra-uterine  foetation  give  examples  of  this,  and  au- 
thority is  not  wanting  to  prove  ita  oconrrence  in  the  utems. 

(Flip— '•in<l.,PK*Ml.  =^ 
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c.  Bmtib  foetuses  sre  Bometimes  converted  into  adipocire,  and  in 
this  state  retained  with  the  body  an  indefinite  period  of  time.  ^This 
■ubatance  is  a  epecies  of  soap  into  which  the  fafty  parte  of  the  body 
may  be  converted  by  uaceratioii  in  water  nnder  circtmutancea  which 
favor  it.  The  experimenta  of  Cbevieal  have  proved  it  to  be  au  animal 
aoap  with  abase  of  ammonia  or  lime;  the  ammonia  being  the  result  of 
the  decomposition  oC  the  nitrogeneo«s  principles  of  the  body,  while 
the  &t  becomes  acidified.  This  ehuige  more  commonly  occurs  in 
extra-uterine  foet*tion,  but  if  I  read  *  Velpean  aright,  I  have  hie  author- 
ity for  saying  that  it  may  and  does  occur  in  the  uterus. 

^u«ry  Second — Is  the  conclusion  that  a  dead  foetus  was  ouried 
twelve  montbsinuterocompatiblewith  the  faet  that  the  patient's liealth 
was  undisturbed  during  this  time? 

Caieaux  says,  "as  a  general  rule  the  prolonged  retention  of  a  dead 
infant  does  not  produce  any  disastrous  result  to  the  mother,  and  I  sus- 
pect that  writers  have  greatly  exagerated  this  point:  they  say  indeed 
that  the  woman  becomes  depressed,  uneasy,  and  of  a  fretful  temper: 
that  she  ezperienoce  lassitude,  altematioBB  of  heat  and  cold,  oppress* 
ion  at  the  epigastrium,  headaobe,  syncope,  palpitations  of  tixe  heart: 
her  face  is  pale,  the  eyes  dull  and  snrrouad^d  by  a  lived  circle,  tiw 
breath  fetid,  pulse  frequent  and  irtegnlar:  in  a  word,  all  these  general 
phenomena  of  a  alow  ftver  have  been  considered  by  them  as  so  many 
rational  signs  of  tite  child's  death.  But  these  symptoms  are  certainly 
absent  in  a  m^ority  of  cases.  I  have  known  many  women  to  carry  a 
dead  child  for  seToral  months  without  ever  suspecting  it."'!' 

Other  and  confirmatory  authorities  might  be  cited  npon  this  point, 
but  as  my  paper  is  growing  too  long,  I  will  submit  it  to  your  criti- 
cism without  farther  comment, 


USE  OF  COLLODION  IN  BNTROPIUM. 

BT  ».  B.  BOBBIMB,  H.  B.,  OF  LAWBKNOIBUKO,  INDIANA. 

Among  the  many  and  varied  uses  of  collodion  by  die  surgeon  and 
physician,  to  which  our  attenttoa  is  so  frequently  called  by  standard 
authorities,  and  in  medical  periodicals,  I  do  not  remember  to  have  seen 

tOwuJc  MUL,  p.  &. 


iM,Coo<^lc 


U8>  or  OOUiOPIOH  IM  BKTBOnVX.  413 

tny  eapeoial  sUention  diraetod  to  the  tkIvb  of  fim  agent  in  the  tnst- 
ment  of  perverted  oooditioos  of  the  eyelids;  bo  I  tniet  I  will  be  ex- 
onud  for  giving,  briefly,  mj  ezpeiienoe  in  the  treatment  of  ench 
cues,  by  collodion;  but  more  partioalarly,  oases  of  entropivm. 

For  this  condition  of  the  lid  I  have  need  it  with  very  great  sncceu, 
overcoming  several  very  bad  caeca  of  long  Btanding,  and  I  imagine 
there  are  bat  few  cuca  of  entiopium  bnt  wiU  yield  to  the  thorough 
aad  repeated  applieatioD  of  collodion.  Bimply  a  good  article  of  com- 
mercial  collodion  applied  to  the  outer  surface  of  the  inverted  lid, 
with  a  brush  (or  what  I  have  found  equally  ae  good,  the  end  of  the 
oork  with  which  the  bottle  is  stopped),  several  times  per  day,  as  occa- 
sion requires,  effects,  by  its  mechanical  power  to  contract  the  Burfkce 
upon  which  it  is  applied,  an  immediate  contraction  of  its  outer  snr^e, 
and  consequent  bringing  of  the  ciliary  margin  to  its  natural  position. 
If  one  application  is  insufficent  to  bring  the  cilia  into  position,  we 
ean  repeat  it  nntil  the  desired  position  is  attained,  where  it  may  be 
held  for  any  length  of  time,  by  repeating  the  application.  And  this 
^ined,  you  have  gained  all  that  is  offered  by  any  other  mode  of  treat- 
ment with  whieh  I  am  convarsant,  be  it  either  of  the  many  operations 
proposed,  or  the  application  of  oompress  and  bandages,  adhesive  strips 
or  sntures.  It  can  be  applied  without  any  inconvenience ;  produces 
no  pain,  bnt  a  wanu,  pungent  seuBation;  is  very  cleanly  and  not  nn- 
sighdy,  and  tbe  tears  tfaat  prevent  the  thorough  use  of  adhesive  strips, 
and  excoriate  the  skin  under  the  compresses,  have  no  effeet  upon  the 
gurfkce  covered  witb  collodion;  the  lid  loses  its  reddened,  swollen 
look,  and  assumes  a  more  healthy  appearance.  *  *  *  ^i^ 
«  *        *         ********* 

In  ptosis  I  have  nied  it  with  equally  good  effect,  especially  in  eases 
occurring  in  aged  persons,  and  have  been  led  to  believe  (by  experi- 
ence} that  it  exerts  some  influence  in  restoring  to  healthy  action  the 
levator  palpebrw  maaole  when  rendered  inaetive  by  palsy  of  the  third 
nerve. 

I  hope  that  these  jottings  may  be  worth  your  attention,  and  t&at 
they  may  be  of  benefit  to  physicians  having  these  tedious  cases. 
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CHEMr8TRYOFTHECINCHONABARK8-<!INCHO-QUININB. 

ThechemicalmaDipnlatioti  of  the  Ciochon&or Peruvian barkB reveals 
tbe  presence  in  them  of  qnite  a  number  of  most  remarkable,  eomplex 
bodies.  No  vegetable  production,  except  the  poppv,  affords  suoh  a 
marvelous  combinatioo  of  valuable  medicinal  principles  as  the  loxa 
and  calitaya  barks,  and  no  substances  have  been  studied  with  greater 
care  or  more  intense  interest  by  chemists.  Nothing  short  of  the  subtle 
chemical  forces  controlled  by  the  Infinite  One,  could  constmet  from 
the  elemental  of  the  earth  and  air  a  bitter  principle  like  quinia,  or 
those  other  agents  ssaociated  in  bark,  bo  closely  allied  to  it  physically 
and  chemicallj,  A  handful  of  the  finely  comminuted  fibres  of  the 
yelloi*  bark,  which  resembles  physically  a  doECD  other  varieties,  is 
made  to  yield  by  the  chemist,  when  treated  with  aqueons  and  alcoholic 
liquids  and  acids,  a  dark,  bitter  solution,  unattractive  in  taste  and  ap 
pearance.  If  the  process  is  skillfully  conducted,  or  exhaustive  in  its 
results,  there  remains,  beside  the  solution,  a  portion  of  woody  fibre, 
inert  and  almost  tasteless.  It  holds  considerable  coloring  and  some 
waxy  matter,  together  with  a  little  tannin ;  but  the  active  chemical  or 
medicinal  principles  have  been  removed,  and  are  held  in  the  dark 
liquid.  The  exhausted  bark  is  not  entirely  worthless,  for  it  may  be 
dried  and  used  as  fuel.  But  what  of  the  dark  liquid?  From  this  the 
chemist  obtains,  beside  other  Hobstances,  a  portion  of  beautiful,  whit«, 
silky  ciystals;  not  wholly  of  one  distinct  kind,  but  of  several,  all  of 
which  poBseas  abont  equal  chemical  and  therapeutical  importance.  No 
wonder  it  seems,  to  the  uninitiated  in  chemical  manipulation,  a  difficult 
work  to  perform.  It  is  however,  quite  easy  to  the  thoroughly  in- 
structed. Tbe  first  principle  isolated  may  be  quinia.  This  ia  not  held 
in  tbe  bark  in  its  naked  alkaloidal  condition,  but  locked  up,  in  the 
form  of  a  salt,  with  another  principle  called  kinie  acid.  In  the  barb 
it  Is  kinaU  of  quinine.  We  isolate  the  quinia,  tear  it  from  its  em- 
brace with  kioic  acid,  throw  that  away,  force  it  into  a  kind  of  matri- 
monial alliance  with  sulphuric  acid,  and  in  this  condition  of  tulphaU 
of  quinia,  use  it  as  a  medioine.  This  kinie  acid  marries  into  several 
other  familiea  resident  in  the  bark,  prominent  among  which  are  ctti- 
chonta,  einehonidia,  qvinidia,  etc.  Precisely  how  many  of  these  alka- 
loidal principles  the  different  kinds  of  barks  contain,  is  unknown; 
but  it  is  safe  to  assume  that  there  are  as  many  as  four  others  which, 
although  not  distinctly  pointed  out,  are  tolerably  well  recognised. 
These  kinatei  are  all  kindrtd  in  nature,  and  all  labor  to  the  same  end, 
when  isolated  and  set  to  work  as  therapeutical  agents  in  the  human 
system. 

In  one  hundred  ounces  of  good  yellow  bark,  we  obtain  abont  two 
and  three-fonrths  ounces  of  qninia,  and  two  ounces  of  cinchona,  with 
variable  amonnts  of  the  other  principles,  but  less  than  the  two  named. 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that  we  can  not  remove  the  different  familiea  of 
kinates  fVom  the  bark  in  their  natural  state  of  saline  combination.  It 
seems  reasonable  to  suppose  their  action  upon  the  system  would  be 
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more  salutary  thao  in  other  form.  It  ia  eaay  to  isolate  the  kinic  aoid, 
and  having  the  alkaloids,  the  kinatee  of  qninia,  cinchona,  eta.,  can  be 
re-formed ;  but  in  these  chemical  changes  so  much  disturbance  to  Datu- 
ra) organic  combination  is  made,  that  practically,  we  realize  no  marked 
advantages.  It  seems  unnatural  to  force  a  natural  alkaloidal  base  out 
of  its  association  with  an  organic  acid,  and  recombine  it  with  a  mine- 
ral acid.  This  wd  do  in  the  preparation  of  the  sulphate  of  quiuia. 
However,  as  it  has  served  so  good  purpose  for  many  years,  it  is  not 
best  to  quarrel  with  the  theory. 

All  the  alkaloids  of  bark  possess  about  equal  febrifuge  and  tonic 
properties,  when  isolated  and  administered  in  that  condition.  This 
has  been  proved  over  and  over  again  by  all  competent  chemists  and 
physicians,  from  Drs.  Oomes,  Punoan,  Pelletler,  Caventoa,  down  to 
the.  time  of  Leibig's  researches,  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  and  from 
that  time  to  the  present  by  a  hundred  careful  chemical  and  medical 
observers. 

How  the  one  alkaloid,  quinia,  came  to  supersede  the  others,  and 
drive  them  into  the  background,  ia  easily  understood,  when  we  re- 
member that  it  was  about  the  first  that  was  eliminated,  studied  and 
experimented  with}  and  the  eclat  it  acquired  caused  everything  else 
to  be  neglected.  The  natural  bark,  holding  all  the  alkaloids,  the 
qninia,  cinchonia,  quinidia,  etc.,  has  always  been  observed  to  produce 
more  efficient  and  prompt  results,  both  as  a  tonic  and  febrifuge,  than 
the  quinia,  or  either  of  the  other  principles  in  themselves;  but  hold- 
ing also,  as  it  does,  tannin,  gum,  starch,  fibrine,  and  coloring  matter, 
all  of  which  are  medioinally  interfering  or  inert,  its  use  is  rendered 
inconvenint  and  inadmissible  in  many  cases.  Beside,  it  is  apt  to  pro-  ■ 
dnce  disturbance  of  the  gastric  f^Dotions  of  an  unpleasant  character. 
Acting  upon  the  idea  that  the  natural  alkaloidal  principles  of  bark,  in 
their  simple,  unchanged  condition,  separated  from  the  gross,  woody, 
and  other  matters,  would  better  subserve  all  therapeutical  ends  than 
*  themselves,  or  at^  one  of  the  alkaloids  separately  employed,  Jas. 
B.  Nichols  6,  Co.,  Chemists,  Boston,  have  prepared  CiNCHO- Quinine. 

Cincho -quinine  contains  «o  external  agents,  as  sugar,  liooiioe, 
starch,  magnesia,  etc.  It  it  wholly  compoud  of  the  bark  alkaloid*. 
1st,  quinia;  2d,  cinchonia;  3d,  qainidia;  4th,  cinchonidia;  5th,  other 
alkaloidal  principles  present  in  baiks,  which  have  not  been  distinctly 
isolated,  and  the  precise  nature  of  which  is  not  understood.  In  the 
beautiful  white  amorphous  scales  of  cinohQ-quinine,  the  whole  of  the 
active  febrifuge  and  tonic  principles  of  the  cinchona  barks  are  secured 
without  the  inert,  bulky  lignin,  gnm,  etc.  It  is  believed  to  have  these 
advantages  over  sulphate  of  quinine: 

FtTit — It  exerts  the  fnll  therapeutic  influence  of  sulphate  of  qni- 
nine,  in  the  same  doses,  without  oppressing  the  stomacD,  or  creating 
nansea.  It  does  not  produce  cerebral  diseases  as  sulphate  of  quinine 
is  apt  to  do,  and  in  ihe  large  number  of  cases  in  which  it  has  been 
bried,  it  has  been  found  to  produce  much  less  eonstitutioiial  distuib- 
anee. 

Second — It  fcas  the  great  advanlagt  of  bein^  ntarly  latUhtt.    The 
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bitter  IB  very  slight,  and  not  anpleaatnt  to  the  moBt  seesitive,  delicate 
woman  or  child. 

Third — It  is  leia  costlj'  than  enlphate  of  qniniDe.  Like  the  anl- 
tihate  of  qainine,  the  price  vill  flaotnate  with  the  rise  and  fall  of 
barks,  but  we  shall  supply  it  at  all  timei  at  less  than  the  lowest  market 
price  of  that  salt. 

Fovrth — It  meete  indicBtloiiB  oot  net  bj  that  salt. 

Cincho-qiUDine  admits  of  several  pleasant  foms  of  administration. 
We  present  the  following 

Fonnuls,  and  Method!  «f  Utlns  ClttotM-QulniiM. 

A  perfectly  clear  solnUoo  of  ctncho-quinitie,  may  be  made,  by 
taking  ten  grains,  rubbing  it  fine  in  a  mortar,  and  gradually  addio); 
two  fluid  oza.  of  water,  in  which  is  dissolTed  thirty  drops  of  No.  8  acetic 
acid,  or  six  drops  of  sulphuric  acid.  The  solution  is  not  disagreeably 
Ititter,  and  a  pleasant  elixir  may  be  made  from  the  solution,  by  adding 
ijrup  and  aromatic  flaTors. 

cncHO^uiMim  filli. 

B.  CiDcho-Qoi 
Acid  Sulp' 
Fiat  pil.  1 

Ifii,  and  nib  in  morUr  until  it  becomei  hard  enough  to  foim  into  pilb.    The 

mixture  is  at  first  quit«  liquid,  but  it  soon  bardeuB,  and  pills  can  be  readil;  Ibnaed 

from  the  maw.     This  is  the  preferable  form  in  which  to  adniuigter  the  remedf,  as 

the  pills  are  small  and  can  be  readilj  taken.     Tbej  need  no  mjar  coaling  to  render 

■  them  palatable. 


igtts. 


R.    Oncho-QuinEne  (finely  powdered),  gip,  iWiii. 
AqaaRo^n  (fWeh),  i  Tiii. 
SjTDpuB  Simplex,  ^  it, 
TiBot.  CMdamoB,  g  iL 

Mix.  Doee  u  a  tonic,  a  dessert  spoonftil  three  timea  in  the  twenty-fonr  hons. 
Tbe  Elixir  tbonld  always  be  shaken  before  it  la  admlaiBteTrd, 

cracaosnniia'  pownaas. 

B.    Cincho^Hinine,  Ji. 

Saccb.  Alba  (powdered),  JIt. 
Rnb  together  in  mortar  anfl  dlTide  into  powden  of  oaj  site  derired. 

When  ci  neb o- quinine  is  required  to  be  given  in  lai^  doses,  as  in 
intermit  tents,  the)  pill  form  is  preferable,  as  the  pilk  oan  be  made  into 
those  contaiBiDg  five  grains,  uid  not  inoonvenieiitly  Urge. 

There  are  many  other  ways  ia  which  it  may  he  prescribed,  which 
will  suggest  themselves  to  the  physician. 

It  is  doubtful  if  it  oan  be  placed  in  a  form  suited  to  hypodermic 
use.     But  few  experiments  have,  however,  been  made  in  this  oirectioB. 

Id  intermittents,  oincho- qui  nine  may  be  given  in  five,  ten,  twenty,  or 
even thirtygrain doses, the sameassulphate of  quinine.  Asanintroduc- 
tion  tothetieatmeotof  fever  and  aguewithcincho-quinine^an  ipecac,  or 
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other  emetic,  is  often  of  the  greatest  aeiriee.  Ten  or  twenty  grains 
of  cincho-qaiiiine,  or  of  sulphate  of  quinine,  might  as  well,  so  far  as 
medicinal  effect  is  concerned,  be  disaolved  in  the  contents  of  a  waBte 
huoket,  as  in  a  stomach  loaded  with  food  and  the  attendant  juices. 
The  remedy  must  act  upon  the  walls  of  the  stomach  and  the  connect- 
ing organs,  to  produce  constitutional  effects. 

In  a  recent  visit  to  the  wards  of  the  United  States  Marine  Hospital, 
Chelsea,  Dr.  Grayes,  the  physician  in  charge,  politely  Invited  us  to 
thoroughly  examine  the  numerous  intermittent  patients,  with  reference 
to  his  treatment  of  this  disease,  it  being  baaed  npon  the  use  of  emetics 
prior  to  administering  the  barh  preparations.  We  believe  the  wards 
of  DO  hospital  in  the  world  can  show  more  oases  of  prompt  and  thor- 
ough recovery  from  the  affection  than  this.  It  is  not  probable  that 
the  marked  beneficial  influence  of  the  emetic  is  due  alone  to  its  work 
as  an  evacnator,  but  its  general  influence  on  the  system  admirably  pre- 
pares it  for  the  use  of  anti-periodies. — Botton  Journal  of  Chemittry. 


CORRKSPONDENCE. 


PROF.  BOWLING  VEB8US  "THE  OHIO  DOCTOR  LAW." 

T.  PaevIN,  M.  D. — Dear  Sir:  In  the  May  number  of  the  Weitem 
Journal  of  Medicine,  we  notice  an  extract  firomtbe  Na$htnlle  Medical 
Journal,  written  by  the  distinguished  Prof.  Bowling,  reflecting  upon 
the  Doctors  of  the  Ohio  Legislature,  who  were  instrumental  in  enact- 
ing the  law  "To  protect  the  citizens  of  Ohio  (^om empiricism."  Now, 
we  do  not  object  to  the  learned  Professor  entertaining  whatever  opin- 
ion he  may  have  formed  in  regard  to  this  law  and  those  who  are  re- 
sponsible for  its  passage  through  the  General  Assembly  of  Ohio,  but 
we  do  think  that  be  has  arrived  at  his  conclusions  hastily,  and  that  he 
IB  ungenerous,  nnkind,  and  witbal,  very  dogmatical  and  discourteous 
in  casting  reflectjons  upon  more  than  a  dozen  physioians  of  the  Ohio 
Legislature,  about  whose  ability  and  standing  in  the  profession  he 
knows  no  more  than  does  the  most  ignorant  quack  and  nostrum  vender 
about  the  modus  operandi  of  the  most  intricate  remedy  of  the  phanna- 
copwia.  We  have  ample  assurance  and  undoubt«d  evidence  that  this 
Inv  baa  done  much  good  in  Ohio,  by  causing  many  men  who  were  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  medicine,  and  who  had  not  completed  their 
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fellow  opened  k  collage,  and  filled  all  the  profeasonhips  hinuelf ;  held 
commencemente  opened  bj'pr&7er,aDd closed  bjbenedictioDinlthe  moat 
faBhioaably  approved  style,"  spoken  of  by  Prof.  Bowling,  bnt  at  cel- 
egea  where  after  prosecuting  their  stadies  they  gradnated,  and  in 
which  men  of  more  professional  ability  than  cither  Prof.  Bowling  oi 
the  doctors  of  the  Ohio  legislature  instructed  them.  It  really  doea 
appear  clear  to  our  mind,  that  if  this  distinguished  Professor  will  only 
direct  his  attention  to  quackery  in  Tenneesee,  and  endeavor  to  eradi- 
cate it  there,  that  he  will  find  quite  a  rafficient  amount  of  labor  to  en- 
gage his  whole  time  and  attention,  without  ridiculing  those  "unfortu- 
nate doctors  in  a  legislature,"  of  Ohio,  who  are  endeavoring  to  put  a 
check  upon  quackery  for  the  protection  of  the  community  and  the 
honor  of  the  profession.  The  friends  of  tiiis  law  do  not  claim  that  it 
is  anything  like  perfection,  bnt  that  it  is  one  step  in  the  right  direc- 
tion, and  that  it  was  not  all  we  wanted,  but  ae  much  as  we  oonld  get 
at  the  time  of  ita  paseage,  we  sincerely  hoped  and  fiattered  onrselves 
tliat  it  would  meet  the  approbation  of  the  profession,  and  that  all 
medical  men  and  the  true  lovers  of  science  everywhere  would  be 
pleased  to  see  it  enforced,  and  willingly  give  aid  in  carrying  out  its 
provisioDS,  and  thus,  in  a  few  years,  by  a  proper  exposition  of  all 
species  of  quackery,  and  by  educating  the  people  against  its  evils,  this 
law  could  be  so  amended  as  to  make  legislation  almost  entirely  effect- 
ive and  complete  against  the  impositions  upon  community.  Since  this 
law  has  been  enacted  in  Ohio,  several  other  States  have  pasBcd  simikr 
laws,  and  this  aS'oTda  sufficient  proof  that  all  people  are  not  of  the 
same  opinion  as  is  Prof.  Bowling,  even  though  a  poor  and  unfortunate 
doctor  does  occasionally  get  into  a  State  Legislature,  where  he  "con- 
eludes  to  '  bring  in  a  bill'  'to  elevate'  the  profession  lie  hasabandoned, 
so  that  his  old  friends  may  see  that  he  is  'still  working  for  them,' and 
who  ought  to  continue  to  think  well  of  him."  We  must  ooufess  that 
we  are  at  a  loss  in  comprehending  Prof.  Bowling's  comparison  id  leg- 
islation on  religion  and  medicine  as  analogous,  and  we  think  that  he 
is  here  "hammering"  on  cold  iron  to  no  purpose,  and  to  hia  entire 
disadvantage.  Religion  needs  no  special  legislation  for  ita  protection, 
or  for  the  protection  of  those  who  embrace  it,  because  it  is  a  responsi- 
bility devolving  upon  man,  and  a  question  between  him  and  his  Qod, 
irrespective  of  legislation  and  the  laws  of  political  economy.  Bat  the 
practice  of  medicine  is  a  responsibility  resting  upon  those  who  are  en- 
gaged in  it,  and  a  qnestion  of  right  and  wrong  between  snch  persona 
and  their  fellow  human  creatures.     We  make  laws  to  protect  people  in 
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the  riglta  of  person  and  property,  and  to  punish  those  who  JnAriiige 
upon  and  debar  them  ftoia  the  pririlege  of  enjoying  those  rights,  then, 
why  not,  with  equal  propriety,  enaet  laws  to  protect  the  community 
from  quack  doctors,  in  aomething  that  is  far  more  valnable  and  of 
mnoh  greater  importance  than  mere  property,  health  and  life?  Per- 
mit ns  to  use  the  language  of  Prof.  Palmer,  of  the  University  of 
Michigan,  as  te  his  opinion  of  the  mode  in  which  homoeopathy  should 
be  attacked  by  the  regular  profession,  for  the  same  is  precisely  appli- 
cable to  the  manner  in  which  all  other  species  of  quackery  should  be 
attacked  and  exposed  by  those  who  understand  its  pretences  and  ab- 
surdities. "There  are  differences  of  opinion  as  to  the  policy  of  at* 
taking  homceopathy,  and,  as  to  that,  much  will  depend  upon  the  man- 
ner in  which  tt  is  done.  But  the  policy  which  has  generally  been 
pursued,  of  passing  it  by  as  unworthy  of  serious  attention,  has  resulted 
in  its  advancing  pretensions,  in  its  assuming  a  boldness  of  front  which 
it  could  not  have  done  had  its  real  merits  been  more  fully  diaousBsd 
before  the  people."  Then,  we  answer,  let  the  profession  fully  disensa 
the  merits  of  quackery  before  the  people,  let  States  enact  laws  to  pre> 
vent  its  absnrdiUes  from  being  practiced  upon  the  community,  and 
then,  should  any  editor  of  a  medical  journal  interpose  in  its  behalf, 
let  it  be  hoped  that  he  will  instantly  "take  a  fit,  to  the  dismay  and 
utter  consternation  of  his  '  professional  brethren,'  and  the  rest  of  man- 
kind." Hitherto  the  objections  urged  against  this  law  have  come  fVom 
debased  and  disaffeoted  quacks,  and  we  must  oonfesa  that  it  is  some- 
what of  an  enigma  to  ns  to  determine  how  a  man  of  the  learning  and 
intelligence  in  the  profession,  possessed  by  Prof.  Bowling,  should 
wildly  fly  from  his  natnial  orbit  in  the  denunciation  of  the  Ohio  med- 
iea  Haw,  and  those  who  were  instrumental  in  its  passage.  Our  motto 
is,  elevate  the  standard  of  medical  education,  have  a  less  number  of 
medical  schools,  expose  quackery  wherever  found,  educate  the  people 
ftgainst  its  absurdities  and  dangerous  consequences,  and  then,  by 
proper  legislation,  we  may  finally  eradicate  it. 

An  M.  D.  qt  the  Ohio  Lsaisi.A'nrBi. 


Nbw  York  City,  Jpnb  16,  1869. 
Bear  JotTRNAL :  One  year  ago,  in  one  of  our  communications  to  the 
Wetieri*  Jauntal  of  JVedieine,  we  made  the  startling  announoemeut 
that  in  this  great  city  of  ours  there  were  thirty  thousand  children 
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groiring  np  in  idleoess  and  igDorance,  whoBc  only  oeoapatlon  wu  to 
Iw  and  steal.  It  is  aad  to  contemplate  that  this  vaet  army  is  oon- 
stantly  on  the  increase,  notwithstanding  the  great  efforte  put  forth  in 
t^eir  behalf.  In  the  Atlantic  MonMy  for  March,  there  is  an  exceed- 
ingly interesting  aoconnt  of  these  poor  waifs,  these  "small  Arabs  of 
New  York."  Thousands  of  them  have  no  hsme,  no  parents,  no  Iriends. 
Their  liTing  is  most  precarious.  In  eummer  they  do  not  sufier  so 
ntsch,  for  then  they  can  sleep  in  the  parks,  and  amidst  the  rubbish  of 
old  bvildit^;  but  in  winter  their  lot  is  a  hard  one  indeed.  At  that 
season,  market  stalls  and  great  iron  boilers  are  often  their  resting 
pUoes.  Their  ocoupations  are  various,  when  they  are  inclined  towards 
work,  and  their  attention  is  divided  between  the  trades  of  boot-blaek, 
newsboy,  and  hawking  small  wares  around  the  streets.  A  few  days 
^o  forty -six  boys  and  girls  fVom  the  New  York  Jnrenile  Asylum  left 
for  the  west,  having  been  t^ned^nd  educated  in  the  institation  from 
rix  months  to  a  year.  They  go  to  Illinois,  where  all  children  in  the 
west  Irom  this  inslitntion  are  located,  and  are  indentured  mostly  to 
ftrmers  antil  of  age.  The  Directors  of  the  Asylum  continue  their 
ure  and  gioardianahip  over  snob  children  dnriDg  their  minority,  and 
employ  two  agents  finding  homes  and  making  Tisitations.  About  three 
thonsand  children  have  been  thus  oared  for  by  the  Asylum  during  the 
sixteen  years  of  its  existence. 

With  these  brief  prefatory  remarks,  we  propose  to  giro  the  readers 
of  your  valuable  journal  a  short  aoconnt  of  two  or  three  of  the  char- 
itftble  insUtntions  of  our  city,  where  these  poor  children,  these  little 
wanderers,  find  protection  and  are  kindly  cared  for,  and  to  follow 
them,  if  ^reeable,  with  aoeoanta  of  others,  in  oui  succeeding  comma- 
ulcations.  The  New  York  Juventle  Aaylum,  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent of  these  charities,  is  situated  on  175th  street,  near  10th  avenue. 
The  bill  incorporating  this  institntion  was  passed  in  1861,  and  became 
a  law.  The  objeet  of  the  corporation  is  "to  receive  and  take  charge 
of  snob  ohildren,  between  the  ages  of  seven  and  fourteen  years,  as 
may  be  voluntarily  intrusted  to  them  by  their  parents  or  guardians,  or 
committed  to  their  charge  by  competent  authority,  and  to  afford  them 
the  means  of  moral,  intellectual,  and  industrial  education."  The  av- 
erage number  of  children  here  and  in  its  associate  home,  the  House  of 
Beception,  number  seventy-one  West  Thirteenth  street,  is  six  hundred 
per  annum.  Up  to  the  year  1867,  twelve  thousand  ohildren  had  been 
committed  to  the  Asylum.  The  children  attend  school  six  hours 
daily.  There  are  morning  and  evening  prayers,  and  regular  worship 
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OQ  the  Sabbath.  A  few  hoars  each  da;  are  devoted  to  indoor  labor. 
Of  the  children  apprenticed  in  IllinoiB,  not  over  five  per  centum  have 
proved  to  be  incorrigibly  bad,  or  gnilty  of  gross  miBCondnct.  Private 
benevolence  has  contributed  over  two  huadred  thousand  dollars  toward 
the  support  of  the  institution,  since  its  organization. 

The  rates  of  admieuoo  are  as  follows:  (1)  Traant  and  disobedient 
children,  and  snch  as  require  disciphne  from  any  cause;  and  thqsQ 
wishing  to  be  provided  with  a  home  in  the  country,  between  aevea  and 
fourteen  years  of  age,  belonging  to  the  city  of  New  Tork,  may  be 
committed  to  this  Asylum. 

2.  An  order  of  commitment  from  a  police  magistrate,  or  a  surren- 
der from  parents  or  guardians,  is  required  as  the  couditioB  of  admis- 

S.  Children  may  be  taken  to  any  police  ooort  in  this  oity  by 
^their  Mends,  or  by  a  police  officer,  and  upon  a  proper  affidavit  that 
they  are  in  the  condition  above  specified,  suoh  order  or  oommitmeat 
will  be  issued  by  the  police  magistrate.  When  parents  or  friends  de- 
sire to  sBrrender  children,  it  is  only  neoeasary  to  bring  them  to  the 
House  of  Reception  and  sign  the  proper  form  of  snrreikier. 

4.  The  notice  of  eommitment  which  is  sent  to  the  parents,  thoogh 
sent  in  all  cases,  is  of  real  use  only  when  children  are  arrested  by  the 
police  and  committed  without  the  knowledge  of  their  ftienda. 
J  ^  5.  Children  are  kept  only  a  few  weeks  at  the  House  of  BeoepUoD, 
and  are  then  sent  to  the  Asylum  on  175tfa  street,  where  they  remua 
until  finally  discharged.  While  in  the  Asylum,  they  are  kept  coa- 
sts ntly  at  school  six  hours  a  day. 

The  Atlantic  Monthly,  in  the  article  that  we  have  above  referred  to 
says,  "New  York  is  by  no  means  unprovided  with  Asylums  and  B«- 
formatory  Institntions  for  the  small  Arabs  by  whom  it  is  so  aluqui- 
toasly  pervaded,  but  they  »e  as  yet  far  from  eufieient  to  meet  fully 
the  o][ijecta  for  which  they  have  been  so  laudably  planned.  A  "Chil- 
drens'  Aid  Society"  has  beea  in  existence  for  a  number  of  years,  and 
from  this  ezcelleot  iustitation  nnmbers  of  boys  and  girls  arc  sent  an- 
nually to  the  west,  where  so  many  delds  of  healthful  labor  are  open 
for  them.  Out  of  this  grew  the  "Newsboy's  Iiodging  House,"  in  the 
la^e  dormitories  of  which  some  two  buudrod  boya  find  comfortable 
lodgings  every  night.  £aoh  hoy,  when  he  comes  iu  at  sight,  hands 
fifteen  cents  to  the  superintendent,  and  for  this  he  is  entitled  to  supper 
and  sleeping  accommodatioQ,  and  to  his  breaktiist  next  morning.  In 
addition  to  this,  he  is  provided  with  a  bath,  and  with  all  the  necessary 
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kppliftDCM  for  maintaiDiQg  oleanlineu  of  peraon.  The  iDStitntton  bIm 
comprises  a  "  Newsboy's  Bank,"  wkich  consiata  of  a  table  with  a  drawer 
diTided  into  compartmeota,  each  of  which  has  in  its  lid  a  sUt,  throogh 
which  depositors  drop  their  pennies  into  the  compartment  numbered 
for  them  respectirely.  At  the  expiration  of  two  months  the  bank  is 
opened]  and  many  of  the  depositors  are  both  surprised  and  encour- 
aged when  they  see  hov  their  aaTtoge  hare  aocuraalatod.  Most  of 
them  make  necessary  purchases  with  some  of  this  money,  and  deposit 
the  rest  of  it  in  city  savings  banks. 

Other  aeylams  besides  those  just  mentioned  are  prorided  by  New 
York  charity  for  the  jnvenile  waift  and  strays  of  the  city.  At  the 
"Fire  Points  House  of  Indnstry,"  for  example,  nearly  two-thirds  of 
all  received  into  the  inatitntion  are  children;  and  on  the  islands  in 
New  York  harbor  many  small  ramblers  of  the  streets  find  a  home  in 
llie  TariooB  institutions  eatabtislied  there.  Yet  there  does  not  appear 
to  be  any  diminution  in  the  hosts  of  ragged  children  that  stray  abroad 
in  all  quarters  of  the  ci^." 

The  health  of  New  Yoak  City  is  excellent.  The  excitement  con- 
cerning the  prevalence  of  the  small  pox  is  gradually  subsiding.  Of 
last  weeks'  mortality,  Dr.  Harris  says:  "Small-pox  and  varioloid 
eanaed  only  four  deatlu  in  New  York,  and  none  in  Brooklyn.  This 
disease  not  onjy  oanses  little  mortality,  bat  most  soon  cease  to  prevail 
in  New  York,  as  the  effort  to  secure  the  vaccination  of  all  persons  who 
need  such  protection  ii  proving  entirely  snocessAil.  The  first  three 
weeks  of  June  are  the  most  healthful  of  the  year,  and  vacoinatioD  is 
now  given  With  the  very  greatest  degree  of  suocesa  and  safety.  No 
other  great  commercial  city  in  the  world  is  less  liable  to  distribnte 
contagion." 

The  opening  of  the  Presbyterian  Home  for  the  training  of  young 
girls  waa  celebrated  last  week  by  a  reunion  of  about  one  hundred  ladies 
and  gentlemen,  who  were  entertained  by  interesting  addresses  from  the 
Bev.  Messrs.  Offer,  Rogers,  Hingins  and  Haclise.  The  Home  thus 
opened  is  an  old  but  spacious  and  comfortable  wooden  mansioo,  de- 
lightfully situated  on  the  East  river  bank,  at  the  foot  of  eighty-third 
street,  and  surrounded  by  grounds  about  equal  in  extent  to  a  city 
square.  The  Rev.  Cjrms  Offer,  his  vrife,  two  lady  assistants,  and  abont 
thirty  girls  from  twelve  to  twenty  years  old,  constitute  the  family. 
This  Home,  whiofa  can  accommodate  fifty  inmates,  is  under  the  direc- 
tion of  about  thirty  ladies,  mostly  belonging  to  the  Presbyterian  or 
lUformed  Cbnrohes,  and  aided  by  an  advisory  oommittee  of  gentlemen, 
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of  vhom  E.  8.  Jeffrey,  Bsq.,  ia  one.  The  same  ladies  have  been 
working  for  two  years,  nnder  another  name  and  further  ap  town,  for 
the  reformation  of  fitlleo  women;  but  are  now  coaflning  themgelveB  to 
UTing  poor  bat  virtaoas  yoang  girls  from  a  life  of  shame,  by  giving 
them  a  home,  iustmotioD  in  sewing  and  hoosework,  and  aid  in  obtain- 
ing sitoatious. 

The  projected  Hudson  county  Hospital  has  had  a  donation  of  tea 
thousand  dollars  fVom  Mrs.  B.  A.  Stevens,  which  makes  the  total 
amount  subscribed  thirty  thousand  dollars.  The  committee  are  en- 
deavoring to  secure  as  a  site  for  the  institution  the  lot  occupied  by  the 
old  United  Stat«8  Arsenal,  in  Hudson  City.  A  new  hospitAl  is  also 
being  ereot«d  in  Jersey  City,  and  in  the  neigboriag  city  of  Newark 
several  hospitals,  principally  denominational,  have  recently  been  started 
on  a  small  scale. 

The  onmher  of  emigrsnte  landing  upon  out  shores,  for  the  paat  few 
months,  has  been  truly  immense.  Formerly  the  Irish  were  in  large 
excess,  but  now  the  number  of  Germans  arriving  is  far  the  greater. 
Last  year  the  Irish  numbered  sixty-five  thousand  one  hundred  and 
thirty -four;  while  the  Germans  were  one  hundred  and  seventeen 
thousand  five  hundred  and  ninty-one.  The  immense  numbers  of  Ger- 
mane arriving  in  this  country  are  accounted  for  by  the  great  increase 
of  taxation  in  their  country,  and  the  dissatisfaction  with  Prussian  rule. 

The  J^Teio  T(trk  Medical  Journal  for  May  says,  "at  the  New  York 
Hospital  oxygen  has  recently  been  admiuislered  to  tubercular  patients, 
and  the  results  thus  far  have  been  somewhat  extraordinary.  The  im- 
mediate effect  of  the  inhalation  of  the  gas  is  a  marked  improvement 
in  the  i^petite  and  increase  in  weight  of  body.  The  gain  in  weight 
in  some  of  the  patients  has  been  almost  marvelous.  We  shall  endeavor 
to  present  fVesher  and  fuller  aeoounia  of  this  plan  of  treatment.  Dr. 
A.  H.  Smith,  to  whom  we  are  largely  indebted  for  the  ntJliaing  and 
making  known  the  administration  of  oxygen,  has  also  used  it  in  these 
cases,  and  with  decided  success.  We  hope  to  hear  farther  from  him 
in  this  matter,  to  which  he  has  paid  espeoial  attention." 

Various  new  drinking  fountains  are  to  be  erected  in  different  parts 
of  the  city,  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Health.  These  have 
proved  to  be  a  great  success  wherever  tried,  and  a  great  convenience 
and  comfort  to  both  man  and  beast. 

The  University  Medical  College  is  erecting  an  elegant  edifice  in 
Twenty-Sixth  street,  opposite  Bellevue  Hospital.      Dr.  Ijouis  Elsberg 
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luH  be«a  appointed  Professor  of  Diseases  of  tlie  Tkroat  U  Ibis  insti- 
tatioB. 

The  MedKol  GazeUe  a»,ja, /"Die  editors  af  th«  American  Jottnutl 
0/  ObtUtric*  and  Dituuea  0/  ITcwMn  and  (7AiMreR  offerthe  following 
prises  (in  gold)  for  essays :  Fifty  dollars  foi  the  beet  essay  on  "catarrh 
of  the  uteras,  its  etiology  and  treatment;"  Oae  hundred  dollars  for 
die  best  essay  on  "the  morbid  anatomy  of  the  plicenUi"  Fifty  dol- 
lars for  the  best  essay  on  "electricity  in  the  treatment  of  the  diseases 
of  infanta  and  children;  "  One  hundred  dollars  for  the  best  essay  on 
"congenital  deformities  and  diseases  depending  on  maladies  of  Uie 
uteras  or  membranes."  The  first  and  third  are  to  be  sent  to  the  pab- 
Ushers  on  or  before  March  15th,  1870.  They  may  be  written  in 
English,  French,  or  German. 

The  Commissioners  of  Public  Charities  and  Correction  will  to-day 
open  a  City  Labor  Office  on  the  ground  floor  of  Flympton  buildings, 
at  the  junction  of  Stuyvesant  and  Ninth  streets.  The  object  will  be 
to  take  a  list  of  all  persons  desiring  help, either  domestic,  agricultural, 
Bwchanical,  or  olerioal,  and  proTiding  for  those  needing  work^withont 
oharging  a  cominiasiou.  Much  deception  is  bften  practiced  at  private 
intelligence  offices,  and  poor  persons  of  both  sexes  are  swindled  out  of 
both  time  and  money  by  the  dishonest  men  in  the  bnsinees. 
Yours  very  truly, 

Jaueb  B.  Buknet,  M.  D. 


VIENNA  CLINICS  AND  CLINICIANS— No,  3. 

TiENMA,  Jinn  1,  1869. 
On  a  quiet  street  in  a  retired  part  of  the  city,  perhaps  half  a  doien 
squares  from  the  general  hospital,  there  standsa  modest  little  building 
of  two  stories,  dedicated,  as  its  inscription  infornts  us,  to  the  holy 
Saint  Anna,  and  devoted  to  the  care  and  treatment  of  sick  children. 
A  row  of  benches  around  the  hall  is  filled  with  patients,  as  we  enter 
at  eleven  o'clock,  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  professor;  these  are  the 
oases  of  the  polyclinic,  out  door  cases.  As  we  ascend  the  stairs  and 
reach  the  second  floor,  we  are  everywhere  agreeably  struck  at  the 
general  tidiness  of  apartment  and  attendant,  and  we  are  not  surprised 
at  finding  the  wards,  with  their  little  patients,  models  of  neatness  and 
cleanliness  throughout.     The  beds  ere  small  cribs,  arranged  with  open 
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side  boards,  or  rails,  aod  we  notice  that  nearly  eveTj  one  of  the  thirty 
or  fortj  in  the  medical  department,  and  half  as  many  in  the  anrgical, 
is  tenanted.  Besides  these  rooms,  there  are  all  the  necessary  appoint- 
ments of  a  regular  hospital,  with  post  mortem  rooms,  qnit«  a  hand- 
some little  pathological  maseam,  &e.,  &c. 

We  find  a  seat  then,  in  one  of  the  wards  mentioned,  nsed  at  this 
hoar  as  the  clinic  room,  and  near  the  small  semi-oircular  railed  table 
with  some  twenty  or  thirty  sarrounders,  and  become  here,  aa  every- 
where in  Vienna,  inToluntary  auditors  or  students  in  sundry  brancheas 
of  philology;  all  Tarieties  of  language,  from  the  most  grating  Sclavonic 
to  the  most  mellifluous  Italian,  being  recognised  even  in  so  small  a 
collection  of  students  as  this.  One  and  all,  barbarian  and  oirilised, 
ire  rise  to  salute  the  Professor,  on  entry,  who  tenders  us  hie  graciow 
Bod  of  recognition  when  we  are  seated  for  the  hoar;  Uiat  highly  re- 
spectable and  exoeadiugly  respectftil  method  of  tendering  honor  oi 
applsnse  by  a  crash  of  heavy  boots  on  a  hospital  floor  not  even  htao^ 
indulged  in  by  Uie  Bohemians. 

Case  after  oase  ia  now  exhibited,  with  short  [sactieal  remarks,  OH' 
til  the  polyclinic  is  exhausted,  which  generally  requires  about  three 
quarters  of  the  time,  when  some  topic  suggested  by  some  well  marked 
case,  concludes  the  houx;  then  follows  the  rounds  of  tlie  wards. 

The  rapidity  and  apparent  facility  of  diagnosis  which  is  based  on 
one  or  two  prominent  symptoms,  of  course  nearly  always  objeetive, 
and  the  simplicity  of  treatment  are  the  chief  features  of  exoellenoe  in 
this,  perhaps  the  finest  children's  clinic  in  Qermany.  Wiederfaofer 
possesses  too,  in  a  marked  degree,  that  peonlJAi  affable  manner  which 
is  requisite  to  elicit  symptoms  ftom  a  child,  aa  well  as  a  certain  pre* 
oision  and  decision,  we  might  call  tt,  in  bis  manner  of  quesUon  and  ex< 
amination,  which  prevents  much  loss  of  time,  the  natural  eonsequenoea 
of  his  long  residence  as  assistant  in  the  Foundling  hospital,  which  it  - 
fed  to  repletion  with  all  the  eases  from  the  whole  obstetrical  depart- 
ment.  His  position  as  phyucian  to  the  Impwial  family  often  calls  kim 
away,  howsver,  in  the  middle  of  his  course,  which  would  prove  a  seri- 
ous interruption,  were  it  not  that  his  place  is  so  ably  filled  by  Monte, 
his  first  assistuit,  a  young  Italian  of  most  brilliant  promisa  in  this 
field,  who  has  been  connected  with  the  institntion  many  yean. 

During  one  of  tkesesixtoeightweeks  course,  an  opportunity  ia  pre- 
sented for  observing  abnost  every  form  of  disease,  and  even  a  £nr  rare 
and  carious  cases.    We  extract  then  here  and  there  a  point  or  two 
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from  onr  notes  of  the  put  oonrse,  limtting  them  to  pnctio&l  obsem- 
tions  OD  the  diseaBes  of  more  frequent  occnrrence. 

Of  which  rachitis,  the  Engliab  disease,  u  they  are  pleased  to  call 
it,  is  evidentlj  one,  for  scaroely  a  child  is  presented  which  is  not  more 
or  less  afflicted.  Rachitic  is  hereditary  in  certain  families,  and  is 
hence  sometimes  cogenital ;  should  both  parents  be  afflicted,  the  off- 
spring is  almost  certainly  a  Tictim.  Syphilis  b  apositiTepredisposer; 
searoely  ever  indeed  does  a  child  cured  of  syphilis  escape  an  eneaing 
rachitis,  and  the  same  effect  is  ohserred  on  the  child  after  syphilis  of 
eitherparent.  Neztto  syphilis  ranks  tubercu1oBi8,aiid  especially  among 
the  diseases  of  children,  chronic  intestinal  catarrh.  Every  disease  of 
long  duration  may  proTe  a  cause,  any  interference  with  proper  nutri- 
tion, and  in  this  class  particularly,  artificial  support. 

Among  the  earlier  symptoms  may  be  noticed  a  shortening  of  the 
hairs  of  the  sealp,  with  here  and  there  a  point  of  8oft«ning  in  the 
eranial  bones,  which  become  in  general  thinner  and  more  yielding. 
The  bruit  of  the  brain  may  be  heard  throngb  the  anterior  fontanelle, 
an  evidence  only  of  annmia,  and  as  obserred  in  all  diseases  with  this 
effect,  not  of  much  diagnostic  ralne.  Laryngo  spasmus  is  a  frequent  at- 
tendant. Should  the  disease  develop  before  dentition,  this  progresa  is 
delayed;  whereas,  if  the  disease  occur  while  dentition  is  in  progress, 
th6  fbrther  development  of  the  teeth  ceases,  and  those  already  present 
become  carious,  this  in  coDtradistinction  to  tnbercnlosis,  wherein  the 
development  of  the  teeth  as  the  rule  ia  premature.  It  may  be  dut 
the  head  escapes  entirely,  however,  and  the  bones  of  the  thorax  only 
are  affected ;  sooner  or  later  the  thorax  is  affected,  when  the  curtilage 
of  the  ribs  enlarge,  protuberances  may  be  felt  anteriorly,  or  are  even 
apparent.  The  deformities  of  the  feet  and  long  bones,  some  most  ex- 
teeme  diatortioni  are  exhibited,  are  not  the  direct  effect  of  the  disease, 
but  are  due  to  neglect  of  position,  whereby  pressure  is  exerted  on  bonea 
more  or  less  softened  in  the  peculiar  process  of  the  disease.  Congen- 
ital deformities,  which  are  not  seldom  shown  in  a  marlced  degree,  are 
the  effects  of  intra-uterine  habitus.  The  only  disease  with  which  ra- 
chitis might  be  confounded  is  chroniohydrocephalus,  and  the  following 
points  are  given  as  sufficient  indices  of  difference.  R.  Dilatation  of 
fontanelles  moderate,  sutures  normal.  H.  P ontanel I es  extremely  dila- 
ted, sutures  also  more  or  less.  R.  Head  normal  in  siie,  bnt  angular 
or  cornered,  presenting  angles  particnlarly  at  the  frontal  and  occipital 
protnberanees,  giving  it  a  triangular  shape.  H.  Head  larger  and 
nearly  round.    R.  disease  in  other  parts  of  the  body,  which  is  other- 
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viae  genermlly  in  fair  condition.  H.  Body  emBciated.  R.  hKTjngo 
BpasmB.  H.  Chronio  oonTulsions.  R.  Fnpil  oontractod,  eye  in  rita. 
H.  Pupil  dilated,  eye  protruded.  The  fact  that  rachitiB  is  generally 
amenable  to  treatment,  and  hydrooephalu  is  not,  renders  a  diffireotial 
diagnosis  of  more  than  mere  scientific  valne.  The  chief  point  in 
therapy  is  proper  natrition.  Salt  alionld  be  tolerably  early  adminis- 
tered, even  more  than  for  adnlts.  Meat  sonps  may  be  commenced  as 
•arly  as  the  second  month,  at  first  onee  daily,  then  twice,  then  three 
times,  when  raw  oooked  beefsteak  may  be  added,  amylaceons  food  to 
be  in  all  cases  avoided.  Baths,  simple  or  medioated  with  Tarions  salts. 
Great  attention  shonld  always  be  paid  to  positjon,  constant  decnbitas, 
dorsal  or  lateral,  will  flatten  the  cranium  oorrespondingly,  no  one  pos* 
tare  to  be  observed  for  any  length  of  time,  sitting  or  standing  to  be 
forbidden,  and  cod  liver  oil  to  be  administered  early  and  in  large  doses, 
even  to  sucklings  of  three  or  four  weeks.  The  following  is  the  &- 
Torite  recipe: 

B.    OL  JeoorU  AselU  Flav.,  31.  ' 

Aqua  Font^  sa  q-s  at.  fl^  mist  git , 


Bepn  with  Bss  doses,  and  gradually  increase  to  Jbs  per  day.  With 
this  is  gradually  given  a  preparation  of  iron  and  some  bitter  vegetable 
tonic.  Dnring  an  attack  of  laryngo  spasms  relief  may  oflen  be  af- 
forded by  simply  drawing  the  tongue  outwards. 

Scarcely  a  week  passes  without  its  victim  of  taberoular  meningitis, 
and  there  are  few  diseases  which  more  sadly  impress  the  beholder  with 
their  insidious  ravages  than  this  same  affection  of  the  brain,  before 
which  science  with  all  her  progress,  must  still  stand  with  folded  hands. 
Did  but  our  knowledge  of  therapy  increase  in  the  same  ratio  with 
pathology  and  di^nosis  I 

These  are  the  prodromata  course  and  termination.  Disturbance  of 
disposition,  loss  of  playfulness,  occasional  vomiting,  emaciation  with- 
out evident  cause  for  two  weeks,  then  a  peculiar  pale  color  Suctnating 
to  a  hypenemia,  specially  marked  on  the  face,  vomiting  without  effort, 
a  regurgitation,  the  '-  red  stripe  "  of  Trousseau,  which,  however,  is  only 
corroborative  and  not  pathognomonic,  as  it  is  observed  in  other  diseases 
too,  in  this  disease  the  stripe  brings  them  out  of  lloper,  a  peculiar  ex- 
pression of  constant  pain,  head  supported  by  the  band,  sunken  hod- 
shaped  abdomen,  obstipation,  gnashing  of  the  teeth  from  cramp  of  the 
masseters,  pulse  at  first  regular,  then  slower  and  more  irregular,  an 
evidence  of  commenoing  dilatation  of  tbe  ventricles,  when  the  respira- 
(M)  , 
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tion,  before  nomul,  beaotneB  irregnlftr,  sighing,  o«DTaUioiM  from  ten  to 
fifteen  d^js  after  Tomiting  hw  oommetiaecl,  death  geBcrall;  in  tiftean 
at  HTenteen  dajs,  ocoMioBftlly  faoweT«T  lingeriDg  to  three  or  four  or 
ereo  six  weelu.  The  disease ^eDerftlly  oocura  between  the  aeeondABd 
sixth  ;ear. 

Of  erery  tweWe  hundred  oases  sixty  are  cases  of  cronp.  Statistics 
prove  that  this  disease  is  ererTwhere  increasing  in  extent  and  Timleaee 
ftom  day  to  day.  Although  far  more  frequently  obaerved  ai  a  more 
adnnoed  age,  oronp  undonbtedly  attacks  sooklings  too.  That  it  oe- 
enrs  epidemically  ia  a  fact  of  general  aceeptance,  but  that  It  is  conta- 
gions is  here  firmly  denied.  The  obbos  of  croup  in  the  house  are  not 
at  all  isolated,  and.  in  no  single  instance  in  six  years  has  the  disease 
attacked  the  rest.  The  professor  himself  has  time  nnd  again  receiTed 
the  membrane  in  his  eye,  and  even  tn  hia  throat,  as  also  his  asaistant, 
and  they  have  never  experienced  bad  effects;  he  regards  these  oases  of 
reported  deaths  of  physicians  from  a  croup  or  diptheria  induced  in 
this  manner  as  cases  of  peculiar  prediBpositioD ;  he  does  not  hesitate 
on  all  occasion  to  suck  out  the  tracheal  tube  when  symptoms  of  snffo- 
cstion  present.  The  period  of  epidemic  is  that  of  cold,  wet  weather, 
spring  and  autumn  or  a  thaw  in  winter;  a  north-east  wind  in  general, 
with  a  low  barometer.  Croup  occurs  but  once.  Of  eleven  coses  of 
oronp  traobetomised  and  recovered,  no  one  has  been  presented  for  the 
second  time,  and  these  of  all  cases  would  present  at  once  on  a  return 
of  the  disease.  It  presents  three  stages:  1.  Stadium  prodromoram. 
2.  Exadationum.  3.  Asphyxiae.  The  prodromative  stage  always  ex- 
ists; chill,  fever,  eorysa,  pharyngeal  catarrh,  pain,  anorexia.  In  the 
second  stage  the  oongh  beoomea  paroxysmal,  with  snffoeatoiy  symptoms, 
audible  respiration,  rough  inspiration,  which  is  longer  than  the  expi- 
ration, and  between  the  two  a  short  pause.  If  localised  to  larynx  the 
respirations  never  rise  above  thirty-two;  if  the  bronchi  be  affected,  it 
r^idly  ascends  forty,  fifty,  sixty,  even  eighty.  This  is  a  positive  evi- 
dence of  the  extent  of  the  disease,  and  shonld  always  be  carefully 
watefaed.  As  the  disease  becomes  more  marked  the  epigastrium  sinks 
deeply  in  inspiration  Irom  one  to  even  two  inches,  the  snpra-clavioular 
fossae  half  an  inch.  Cyanosis  announces  the  oommeooing  third  stage 
of  asphyxia,  pupils  Contracted,  pulse  very  rapid,  skin  oool,  onaeethesia, 
emetics  powerless. 

Duration  of  the  disease  trqm  five  to  ten  days.  Prognosis  very  un- 
favorable, it  ranks  next  to  meningitis,  without  tiacheotomy  ninety  per 
MBtom.  fatal,  with  it  eighty  per  centum.     Cronp  is  amenable  to  treat- 
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uent  only  in  the  Snt  two  Bt^;«s;  ia  tke  stag*  of  HphyzU  no  medi- 
catioD  18  of  avail,  thoagh  tiere  &Dd  tbeie  •  oase  is  rewmed  by  traoheot- 
omj.  LeeobcB  are  of  no  nvail  whatever,  ik  whatOTBr  stftge,  likewiao 
VMioatorLes ;  both  long  ainoe  diaoardocl;  warm  appltoationi  placed  in 
the  same  category.  Bromine,  iodine,  iron,  Ae.,  reoeive  the  ume  d«- 
nnneiation.  The  treatment  is  the  diligent  applioetion  of  ioe,  ice  dress- 
ings externally,  ^sickly  changed,  sad  iee  pills  to  be  swsUowed.  The 
only  internal  applioation  of  valne  is  the  inhalation  of  aqua  Calais  by 
means  of  an  inhaler,  Sigmnnda  hen  nsed,  as  aqna  oalois  haa  been  found 
to  dissolTe  the  membrane  ont  of  the  body.  Emetics  only  of  value 
when  the  oough  ia  loose,  as  evidenced  by  the  rales,  the  stomaeh  always 
to  be  filled  with  floid  a  half  hour  befbre  their  administration;  antim. 
tart,  preferred.  In  the  Srst  stage  all  emetias  of  evil  effect,  and  in  the 
stage  of  asphyxia,  they  should  be  carefUly  avoided.  Quinine  is  given 
in  large  doees,  one  to  eight  grains  from  the  first ;  its  use  should  how- 
ever be  disoontinned  after  the  seoond  or  third  day.  There  are  no 
means  of  preventing  the  re-deposit  of  membranes  onoe  removed. 

Trachetomy  always  indicated  when  the  deposit  is  limited  to  the 
larynx,  and  suffocatory  symptoms  oocnr,  it  may  be  performed  to  pro- 
long life  when  the  membrane  exists  in  the  bronchi.  Under  one  year 
the  opera^on  is  always  fatal,  as  Trousseau  taught,  and  It  is  not  indi- 
cated when  croup  follows  measles  or  scarlet  fever,  because  of  the  co- 
existing;  Inog  trouble.  Traehetomy  Uten  is  not  to  be  performed  at 
either  Ae  b^iuning  or  end  of  the  disease,  in  the  first  case  ifuneces- 
aary  and  in  the  second  useless;  the  prime  indieation  is  the  stage  of 
stenosis,  as  evidenced  by  commencing  snffo<»ition  and  cyanosis. 
LaryRgotomy  presents  more  advantages  ^n  traohetomy,  as  fVom  the 
laryngBal  wound  no  pus  can  fall  into  the  mediastinum,  and  cause 
trouble  there,  as  b^s  already  several  times  occurred.  Mention  is  also 
nuda  of  the  death  of  two  children  fVom  infiammatiott  of  the  thymus 
gland,  which  sometimes  exists  to  the  tenth  year.  Should  respiration 
oease  daring  the  operation,  eatheterisation  to  be  performed  from  the 
mouth,  tuld  artificial  respiration  sustained.  Catlieterisation  is  often  of 
great  value,  even  where  an  <^ration  is  not  performed,  and  is  never  to 
be  oeglaeted  until  the  indioatio  vitalis  ealla  imperatively  fbr  traohetory. 
The  oaonla  may  generally  be  removed  in  eight  op  ten  days.  The 
treatment  of  diptheria  is  exactly  the  same  as  the  above,  the  difference 
between  the  diseaaes  being  only  the  pathological  one  that  the  mem- 
brane whieb  is  deposited  on  the  sur&oe  in  croup,  infiltrates  and  per* 
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ffleat«e  tVe  cxbitq  mocoiiB  tisaue  with  its  Babstratnm,  bo'Ss  to  leave  ib 
ulcer  whera  removed  b;  force. 

In  DO  diseaBes  to  whioh  childrea  are  sattjeet  ii  a  proper  inTestiga- 
,  g;ioD  of  the  eanse  mare  esaentJal  than  in  the  affeetioBB  of  the  gastro- 
intestinal tract,  and  this  nay  generallT  be  found  in  a  tmltj  conditiea 
of  the  nutritton.  The  milk  during  menstraation  eontsins  lesB  sugar  and 
serum,  and  is  not  an  an&e^eat  eause  of  infantile  dyspepsia.  Coitie* 
affects  the  oonditios  of  the  milk,  and  a  re-impregnati«B  alnoatalira^ 
acta  prejndiflially,  so  much  so  that  the  first  of  a  familj  of  rapidly  fol' 
lowing  children  will  have  been  Bometimce  the  obIj  healthy  and  well 
nourished  indiTidnal.  All  kinds  of  artjfioial  support  need  moat  care- 
ful attention.  A  wet  nurso  should  not  be  move  than  two  months  older 
or  younger  in  her  own  lactation  than  the  mother  herself,  and  extreme 
care  should  always  be  employed  in  her  selection;  many  a  syphilis,  ta- 
chitis,  Ac,  follows  a  neglect  of  this  injunction.  Art! i«ia1ly  nourished 
infanta  should  always  be  retarned  to  the  breast  on  the  supervenljon  of 
dyspepsia  or  diarrhoea.  Medicines  play  but  a  secondary  role  then  is 
the  treatment.  Hnriatio  acid  gtt.  ii-ir.  in  gummy  or  aqneons  so- 
lution  or  rheum,  grain  one-sixth,  or  again,  casearilla  is  of  ocoanona) 
benefit.  Where  the  milk  in  the  stools  and  vomit  is  coagulated,  alka- 
lies are  of  special  benefit.  B,  aq.  caloia,  aquae  dist^  aa.  p.  ae.  U. 
Doss  3i-3iii  once,  twice  or  thrice  daily.  In  the  colic  of  ffatulence, 
wherein  the  pain  may  be  so  severe  as  to  induce  eonviilBi<»is,  the  great 
aceumnlation  of  gas  may  often  be  removed  by  the  simple  mechanical 
introduction  of  a  tube,  syringe  noiile  foir  instance,  to  the  depth  of  ene 
and  a  half  inches.  A  large  number  of  stools  daily  without  water,  and 
without  the  sour  smell  or  relios  of  nndigested  milk,  evidences  an  en- 
teritis follicularis.  Treatment — soups,  clyster  of  staroh  after  each  stool 
and  rheum,  internally. 

Troosseau's  treatment  of  cholera  infantum,  the  calomel  and  mus- 
tard, is  highly  lauded,  if  applied  early.  The  calomel  is  given  in  doses 
of  B  grain  per  day,  and  the  mustard  is  applied  by  adding  a  handftil  to 
a  bath.  If  the  calomel  produce  no  effect  in  two  days  its  fdrther  use 
should  be  omitted.  Should  sclerema  exist,  the  mustard  has  no  effect 
whatever  on  the  skin.  In  the  latter  stages  ether,  musk  and  wine  an 
administered,  bst  nearly  all  remedies  are  powerless. 

Typhoid  fever  is  not  a  rare  disease  among  children;  it«  nervons 
symptoms  are  the  same  as  to  adnlta,  weariuesa,  somnolence,  sopor,  bat 
the  delirium  is  generally  mild.  The  papules  over  the  cheat  or  abdo- 
men, to  the  number  of  twelve  or  twenty,  remain  for  two  or  three  days. 
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in  eliildtei,  oatarrh  of  the  lunge  !■  «>e  &e  moat  impMiantsyaiptomB 
of  this  disease,  begins  geaarally  at  the  eid  •£  the  fiiet  week,  Mid  grad- 
ually ineteasee,  Cases  of  typhoid  oooiu  where  the  only  eridenoe  is 
Ml  iuei^lioable  poise  freqaenoy,  of  long  duration.  Therapeotios  purely 
■dietetio.    The  gaeat  m^ority  recover. 

The  pale  yellow  color  of  the  face,  ofteo  charaotaiizes  a  case  of 
syphilis,  as  far  as  it  can  be  seen.  The  most  frequent  form  exhibited 
is  the  pemphigoB  on  the  volar  snz&ce  of  the  hands  and  feet,  theaigh 
general  eruptions  are  freqveut  enovgb.  The  treatment  is  the  hypo- 
demio  injection  of  hydrarg.  bichlor.  grains  one  tweuty-foarth  every 
*ther  day.  Several  cases  have  been  shown  wherein  a  cure  has  been 
effected  by  a  total  of  ooe  half  grain.  In  very  young  in&nte  the 
mother  ia  ofi«n  medicated ;  condylomata  are  treated  by  sprinkling  theb 
surfaces  with  calomel,  and  then  penoiling  with  aqua  chlorin;  the  pain 
■ensues  on  the  following  day.  The  symmetrical  patches  of  yellow  de- 
posit on  eaeh  aide  of  tha  palate  are  not  to  be  regarded  as  syphilitic, 
rather  apthons.  Stomatitis  aptherosa  is  treated  with  potass,  chlor.,  or 
^ua  cslcis  peneillings. 

The  inspiratory  soand  is  not  a  necessity  of  pertussis,  the  staccato 
oongh  aftd  oolor  of  the  face,  with  rales  in  the  chest,  are  sufficient  to 
■establish  it.  Belladonna  and  its  preparations  have  been  found  of  but 
little  value;  ordinary  expectorants  are  better. 

It  is  better  to  awaken  a  child  with  laryngo -catarrh  a  half  hour  or 
hour  before  the  attack  occurs,  which  is  generally  between  twelve  and 
two,  and  administer  warm  drinks  fVeely.  During  the  attack  anemetie 
is  often  of  value. 

Should  the  temperature  not  fall  in  twenty-finir  hours  after  the 
eruption  of  measles,  some  complication  may  always  be  suspected. 
Pneumonia,  &o. 

Among  the  varieties  might  be  mentioned  a  flaw  interesting  oases: 
Case  of  persistence  of  the  omphalo  mesenter  in  canal,  aommanioating 
ftomtheumbiliooswith  theintestiDCi  no  simitar  ease  on  record ;  fsoea 
escape  at  the  naval.  Mention  was  made  at  the  time  of  a  case  of  last 
year  with  permstence  of  the  urachus,  which  however  is  not  so  ex- 
ftremely  rate ;  this  ease  died ;  of  the  former  we  have  since  hoard  notb- 
iDg  more  than  that  a  consaltation  was  to  have  been  called. 

Case  of  hypensmia  ef  the  meninges  f^m  a  premature  closure  of 
-the  foDTtanellea;  head  droops  poweileu;  oonvnlrioma  of  daily  ooour- 
-fenoe;  hopeless. 
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Cue  of  hjperplaein  of  the  bronclual  glaDda,  iodncing  k  cm^h  «z- 
aetly  simnlating  orovp.    Ordered  eyr.  ferri,  iod. 

Cue  of  stoBifttitis  exodatira,  meit  exquisite.  Ordered  a  pcneiling 
every  two  hours  with  aq.  oalcis  and  eonsUnt  applioation  of  eloA 
moistened  with  the  same,  to  the  tongue.  Case  of  eephalatoaa ;  this 
affection  gensralljr  oeonn  oyer  the  right  parietal  bone,  from  tianmatic 
eanae,  thongfa  it  maj  of  eonrM  oeonr  anjirhere  on  the  eranian ;  beat 
treatment  ia  the  snboataneons  Ittcirion;  nioh  a  tbrombiu  oocars  aome- 
times  in  eonneotion  with  a  oorreapondiag  tumor  witbin  the  cranium, 
nthont  the  least  syitiptom  of  brain  diseaBe,  explicable  by  the  fiexi- 
bilit;  of  the  bone,  tbt  softnese  of  the  brain  tissne,  and  the  predomi- 
nance of  eonsective  tisane  in  ita  composition  at  this  age. 

WHRTAKKk. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  MEDICAL  SOCIETIES. 


THE  INDIANA  STATE  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION— TWENTY- 
NINTH  ANNUAL  MEETING— MAY. 

PrttiJaH-~V,  Field,  H.  D.,  JeffereonTille. 
n«-iVrn^tnl— B.  K.  Todd,  M.  D.,  Indianapolis. 
8Kretary—a.  T.  Woolen,  It  D^  iDdianapolis. 
AnirtantSMnlary^ir,  J.  BlBtna,  H.  D.,  Indisupolla. 
TVninirn-— W.  B,  Ljoni,  H.  D.,  HuDtlDgUiii. 
jAhrariim — William  Wandi,  U.  D^  Indianapolis. 

BXPORTB  OF  OFPICKHS  AND  COHHITTKES  RECUTKD  UU>  EBAO. 

Treuorei  repwled  do  indebtednees,  and  a  sviplns  of  twosty^siz 
dollars  in  treuury. 

After  omuidenible  disoosaion,  tite  annual  assessment  was  redoeed 
from  two  dollars  to  one  dollar. 

Dr.  L.  D.  Waterwan,  of  this  city,  introduced  an  amendment  to  die 
aonstitntioB,  which  was  adopted,  admitting  to  nemberehip  delegates 
IVom  all  the  hospitUs  in  ttie  Stete. 

After  transaoting  ot^r  general  basineM,  Dr.  EerMy,  of  Bichmood, 
then  presented  an  essay  on  "Why  Dooton  Diaagree,"  which,  aftar  be- 
ing  discassed  by  Dr.  Moffat,  was  referred  to  the  pnblieation  eom- 
mittee. 
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PEHHANXNT  HSUBEHS   IM   ATtKNDAHCX. 

W.  F.  S.  Gorn«tt,  lladlMii;  J.  W.  Bonnell,  Lebsnon;  U.  &.  Bonaell,  LebsDoa; 
H.  H.  Field,  Tkmpieo;  J.  E.  Blgeloir,  IndiMUpolta;  H.  F.  Bunea,  Indiui&pollt;  L. 
D.  Watuufto,  IndiMupolla;  F.  J,  Van  TorbU,  8«nAw«U;  C.  B.  Wiighl,  Indift* 
n^olis;  T.  Keney,  Bichnond;  J.  T.  Hom,  Normudj-,  S.  H.  OuwUj,  EntghU- 
town;  M.  L.  MftrtiD,  Hlddta  Park,  Cllnloa  QMBtf;  H.  P.  Howard,  Qnenfietd;  7. 
W.  BcaM,  HairoatbwK;  Doogw  Ctazk,  Bkbmonil;  F.  3.  C  Sawllnt,  BHiabeUi 
City-,  Wcaley  Allen,  Weat  Nswton;  W.  B.  Lron,  HnntingUmi  H.  T.  Patuse, 
F«ra;  John  LtwU,  Ogden;  J.  H.  Stewart,  ^leelaud;  Lewla  Willlaini,  Harion;  3. 
J.  Wright,  Indianapolia;  William  Scott,  Kokomo;  L.  Ken,  Alto;  }f.  Field,  Jef> 
ftraonTille;  J.  H.  Woodburn,  Indiaaapoli*;  A.  L.  Underwood,  St.  Pul;  W.  F. 
Hawey,  Pl^nSeU;  R.  IT.  Todd,  IndiaitapoUa;  T.  B.  Lane,  HortliflBld,  Booae 
eonut;;  A.  H.  Tlckerf,  Tipton;  WllUan  A.  Pngh,  BnihTille;  A.  0.  DUIqm, 
Knlghtatown;  8.  C.  Thomoa,  Hilroj;  J.  T.  Jmmi,  Franklin ;  F.  H.  8«)e,  Dilliboro ; 
O.  T.  Woolen,  Indlaoapom ;  WUIijun  B.  Fletcher,  Indtanapolis',  B.  A.  Onmn, 
Hnntington;  TheiqAilai  Parrla,  In^anap<^l«;  J.  Codinn, Bpioeland;  W.P.Pair, 
Indian^Mlii;  J.  N.  Pan,  ZioBlrille;  J.  I.  Booker,  CaEtletoo;  John  Koftt,  Bnih- 
ville;  J.  P.  Avery,  Indianapolia ;  J.  R.  Welti,  Bicfamond;  Dwiiel  Iforgao,  Brana* 
vllle;  W.  H.  Wiahud,  Sonthport;  W.  N.  Dtnaa,  IndlanapoUa;  N.  UeadenhaU, 
Thomtowa;  C.  Blcbuocd,  Eokomoj  William  B.  Ifarftf,  Eokemo;  J.  B.  Ljon, 
Knighl«t««n;  J.  L.  Atkon,  IndianapoSa;  W.  J.  Bliton,  Indianapolla;  T.  H.  Lane, 
Lebanon. 

DUilQAXn  K>K  1869. 

H.J.  Boggart,  OharlottesrlUe ;  WUtui  Hobba,  KalghtMowa;  IL  H.  Harding, 
LawrenecbDTg;  0.  B.  Killer,  Lawienodrarg;  T.  H.  blea,  Dillabaro;  W.  H.  Tance, 
Hew  Carydon;  D.  0.  Scnll,  Ifoaoow;  WiUlam  W.  Arnold,  Boahime;  A.  B.  Oaa- 
terlin,  Ihiech  Qrore;  L.  a  BiUer,  Alto;  W.  Lomu,  Karion;  Uwla  WilUaau,  Va- 
rion;  8.K.  HaHj,  Nortbfield}  L.  H.  Haniaon,  Lebaaon;  D.  B.  Darli,  ZionfvlUe; 
J.  L.  F.  Garriion,  Dover;  B,  A.  Qima,  Haotington;  W.  B.  Fletohar,  Indianapa- 
lit;  T,  W.  Folejr,  psllanapolla;  J.  S.  Bobba,  Indianapolia;  0.  W.  Meaia,  Indian 
■i^iia;  /.  H.  Woodbnta,  IndianapolU;  J.K.  Bigelow,  tndianaptita,  N.  If«ti4ek- 
ball,  Thantown;  A.  B.  Pilior,  Harioft;  D.  L.  Field,  JelEaiaonTUle. 

The  Preaidenl,  Dr.  Field,  of  JeffenonvUl«,  read  his  annual  ad- 
dreai,  the  sabjeot  being  "The  3>eablei  and  Beqionnbllitiea  of  the 
Jfodioal  Prof^Bwion." 

The  Preaident  appointed  the  following  oommitteea  for  the  finning 

On  Priae  Baiayi — Dn.  Bobba,  Cnmui  and  Harrey, 
On  Etki<»— Dra.  OnnMi,  Morgan,  HoSt,  Booker  and  Wdat. 
On  Arrangwneata—Pia.  Wtlgh^  Todd,  OhailM  B,  Wright,  Anrj  and  Oaaton. 
Ob  Finance— Dra.  Athon,  OUrer,  Harding,  Hobba  and  Pngh. 
On  Pablicatiooa— Dn.  Watenoao,  Harre;,  Woodbum,  and  the  Sectetaij  Hd 
Treaauret  of  the  Society,  D„:,iP<.jM,CoOQle 
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The  Fresideot  made  the  following  appointments  for  essaja,  to  be 
read  at  tbe  next  aanval  meeting: 

Dr.  Bobbt,  etHj  on  diMMM  or  the  ptottrate  glaod. 

Dr.  J.  H,  Woodbora,  e«My  on  tbe  sjmptotni  and  treatment  of  iocipitntiuui^. 

I>r.  Horgao,  of  KraaiTille,  essa;  on  the  Operation  of  KMCtioo. 

Dr.  0.  V.  Woolen,  eswy  on  ijrphUia 

Dr,  Carran,  of  JeffcrsonTills,  twa^  on  auj  anbject  ha  may  select. 

Dr.  W.  Wiihard,  of  Sootttport,  Msaj  on  llie  beat  treatmant  of  aoilatiDa. 

Dr.  Commingor,  eauj  on  the  patbogDomonic  aigna  of  nephritis. 

Dr.  Cnrran,  of  Huntington,  tuaj  od  a  iDtject  of  his  own  choosiag. 

Dr.  Parria,  aasaj  on  medical  educatioa. 

Dr.  J.  B.  AthoQ,  eaiaj  on  orarian  diaeaaet. 

Dr.  Heata,  eaaay  on  tbe  moat  eDbctiTc  remedlaa  fbr  antatlng  alarming  nteriae 
hemorrhage. 

Dr.  W.  Lomax,  on  tbe  wcnlatory  ^gni  of  TalraJar  and  Tentiicular  dinaMigf 
the  heart. 

Dr.  L.  U,  HartiD,  on  aaj  anbject  of  hla  own  cbooaing. 

Dr.  H.  T.  Paaaag^  on  the  inflaeoo*  of  malaria  la  tbe  [»odactii»i  of  diseaMa. 

An  essaj  upon  the  Bymptoma  aod  treatment  of  dropsy  was  read  by 
Dr.  Mo£t,  and  referred  to  the  committee  an  publication. 

The  following  reaoIntioDs,  inlxodaeed  by  Dr.  Wateman,  weie 
adopted : 

Bttobitd,  That  hereafter  the  officers  of  thia  soctelj  aball  bold  thnr  official  poi- 
tlona  DDtil  tbe  tranaactiona  are  inncd  for  each  jear. 

JkMhtd,  That  the  Secratarj  be  inatnict«d  to  isnie  certificates  as  delegatu  I* 
taj  member*  of  this  Society  tn  good  standing,  wisbing  to  atteifd  the  meetingief 
other  State  Hedkal  Sodetiea. 

The  comntttee  on  credentiBlt  nportad  in  faTar  ot  the  toUoTiiag  named  sppli- 
canta  for  membetdiip:  Dr.  J,  B.  Sparks,  Union  Medical  Society,  Estghtitown; 
Dr.  John  Kedaris,  TTUta  Connty  Medioal  Society;  H.  D.  Beasonor,  Grant  CaDBly 
Hadical  Society. 

An  essay  on  the  "Digestive  Assimilations  of  Medicines,"  by  Di- 
W.  J.  Elstnn,  of  Indianapolis,  was  read  by  Dr.  J.  K.  Bigelow,  and 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  publioation. 

Dr.  G.  v.  Woolen,  of  the  City  Hospital,  was  reeetyed  as  a  delegate. 
,  The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Hospitals,  by  Dr.  Bobbs,  chainnu 
of  the  committee,  was  read. 

The  report  embodied  a  form  of  apptioatioD  or  petition  to  the  Oen- 
eral  Assembly  to  provide  for  the  bnildiDg  and  maintenanoe  of  a  ges- 
enil  hospital  for  the  indigent  of  the  State.  Debate  tipoa  the  rep<Ht 
was  made  the  special  order  for  the  afternoon  Bession. 

Professor  B.  C.  Hobbs,  Superintendent  of  Public,  Instruction,  de- 
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liTered  ■  ihort  uldreu  upon  the  importenee  of  introdneing  the  Btadiee 
of  anrntomy,  phyeiology,  and  hygiene  in  the  sohoola,  thronghont  the 
State.  He  thought  the  medical  profession  should  give  their  ud  by 
lectures  and  lessons  in  experimental  chemistry. 

Br.  LyoDB,  of  Huntington,  submitted  the  report  of  the  Committee 
OD  Ethics,  vbich  vas  read  and  concurred  in.  Tbeir  report  deDonnoed 
the  pnctioe  of  members  of  county  sooieties  publishing  reports  of 
surgical  operations  and  remarkable  cures,  together  with  their  pro- 
ceedings, in  the  newspapers,  as  Tiolation  of  the  Code  of  Ethics.  They 
also  denounced  as  unprofessional,  the  handbill  published  by  Dr.  J.  B. 
Doolittle,  setting  forth  bis  qualifications  as  a  physician. 

The  Committee  on  nominaUons  reported  the  following  names  for 
the  ensuing  year : 

Prttidatt — George  Sntton,  of  Aaron. 

FJK-ft-MuinK— H,-  P.  kjm,  of  Fort  Wayne. 

Saretary — Q.  T.  Woollen,  of  ladianepolia. 

Auittimt-SecTetan/ — W.  J.  Elstno,  of  ladianapoliB, 

Treaturer — W.  B.  LyonBi'af  Hantingtoa, 

Libranan — H.  F.  Barnes,  of  Indtanapolis. 

The  report  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Dts.  Moffit  and  Hobbs  made  short  addresBes,  faTOrably  commenting 
upon  the  snggestions  made  in  the  address  of  Professor  Hobbs. 

Dr.  Bobbs  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted: 

BaobBtd,  Tbat  tbe  tbank*  of  the  Society  an  due  and  are  freely  tendered  to 
Profevor  BobiM  for  his  address,  and  tbat  bis  inggestion  of  the  maoner  in  whicb 
pbTsiclaos  might  aid  the  elforta  of  teachers  in  oar  common  schools,  on  enlacing 
And  diftuing  a  moTe  general  knowledge  on  sclentlGc  and  philosophical  sabjectt 
among  tbe  ntus  of  tbe  people  sbould  recelTe  tbe  ^iproral  of  tbe  profenion,  and  so 
Ux  aa  practicable  be  acted  upon  by  its  membera. 

The  President  announced  that  Dr.  P.  J.  Van  Toorhees,  of  Stock- 
well,  was  appoiuted  to  deliver  an  essay  on  "Mental  Influence  in  Dis- 
eases." 

An  invitation  from  Dr.  Jameaon  to  visit  the  insane  hospital  at  three 
F.  u.,  was  accepted. 

The  following  resolutionB  were  offered  and  adopted : 

By  Dr.  Waterman: 

Beiolttd,  Tbat  tbe  Secretary  be  fnslnieted  to  lasue  certificates  at  delegates  to 
all  members  In  good  standing  who  desire  to  attend  the  neit  meeting  of  the  Ameri- 
can Hedical  Association. 

By  Dr.  Kersey : 
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Uott  or  the  drag*  oonmBMd  ttj  Uie  pw^e  of  our  BUta  ire  tAtm  wltbont 
raedickl  b(ItIc«,  ind  withoat  the  knowledge  of  tbe  diewie  or  neau  of  enra,  nu 
needless  use  ot  mediciae  is  always  haiardou,  geoeraUf  li^arlont,  and  BomelimM 
directly  destructive  of  life.  Tbe  practice  bas  grown  into  an  evil  of  great  magni- 
tnde,  reacbing  almost  every  hmilj  in  the  land.  Host  proprtetary  medicine*  are 
tiMd  in  this  reckless  wa;,  and  are  adTertised  for  the  pnrpoBe  of  increasing  their 
•ale  and  consomption  bj  the  people.     In  Tiew  of  tbe«e  bets,  be  It 

Setlmd,  Tbat  in  tbe  judgment  of  the  Sodety,  the  practice  of  adTertlslngpro-. 
prietarj  medlcinee  !■  fit  onlj  for  wholly  mircenar;  publications;  that  It  is  eiMa- 
tiatlj  out  of  place,  and  d^nuling  for  all  periodicals  designed  to  promote  the  public 
good;  and,  aboTe  all,  for  enlightened  medical  joumale. 

By  Dr.  Waterman : 

Bt*th<d,  Tbat  aaxillary  eocieties  may  rehr  any  papen  they  may  deem  worthy 
of  pablicAtion  to  this  Society  for  it«  consideration,  and  publication  in  the  tnnaM- 
Uons,  if  approved. 

By  Dr.  Weiat : 

SMolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the  President  (br  the  par- 
pose  of  taking  into  consideratioD  the  propriety  of  petitioning  the  State  legislatnn 
to  pToride  by  law  tiir  the  appointment,  by  the  Governor  of  tbe  State,  of  a  Board 
of  State  Cluuitiee,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  investieate  the  whole  system  of  the 
pnblic  charitable  and  correctional  institntions  of  the  Blate,  and  reoanuneud  laeh 
changes  and  additional  provisions  as  the;  may  deem  necessary,  In  older  to  aecare 
the  Inmates  of  these  institutiooi  more  efficient,  hnmane  and  hygenic  inflnenca 
than  in  many  cases  now  obtained. 

Tlie  President  then  annouQced  the  following  committee  on  Dr. 
Weist'B  reeolution:  Dre.  Weist,  Stevsrt  and  Saott. 

It  was  then  on  motion,  resolved  that  this  Society  lecommend  the 
f  rofesuoD  of  the  State  to  snbsorlbe  for  and  oontribate  papers  to  the 
Wettem  Jmnntal  of  ifedicine. 

Dr.  Wishard  offered  the  following: 

Bfehtd,  Tbat  the  report  of  the  Ch^rman  of  tbe  Committee^  Di.  Bobbi,  on  the 
necessity  and  ntility  of  a  Slate  Ho^ital  be  adopted  as  the  memorial  of  the  Indians 
State  Medical  Society,  and  at  such  be  prMentad  to  tbe  Qeneral  Assembly  of  Indiana 
at  their  next  meeting,  and  that  every  member  of  tbe  profeauon  be  eameitly  wliclted 
to  Mmt  for  tbe  eetablbbment  of  a  Slate  Hospital  at  Indianapolis  separately,  or  In 
coqjnnction  with  tbe  present  City  Hospital. 

Dr.  Woolen  remarlced  that  oar  city  hospital  was  already  pat  onder 
ooatribntion  to  sapport  oases  Arom  abroad.  Patients  were  sent  from 
all  parts  of  the  State,  who  were  flimished  with  jost  money  enough  to 
admit  of  their  being  set  down  at  the  froot  door,  and  if  they  were  rs- 
fiued  admittance  a  great  eatery  of  inhamanity  was  rused.  Instances 
were  on  record  where  young  girls  from  neigfaboiiiw  towns,  aftei;  being 
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seduced,  b&d  been  leut  to  the  lDdi«D«|HdiB  eity  hospitkl  for  trestmeBt, 
«iid  OQ  being  reftiied  admittsnoe  wonld  threaten  to  hkve  abortion  pro- 
(Inoed  upon  them  b;  some  of  the  numeroiu  unBompnlous  quacks  in 
the  city.  ladianspoliB  wu  a  great  central  point,  and  the  faollitieB  for 
reaching  it  vera  great  inducements  for  persons  to  isud  their  afflicted 
friends  here  for  treatment.  Many  of  the  wont  cases  brought  under 
treatment  vere  State  cases,  and  the  majority  of  patients  offering  them- 
selves vere  from  abroad. 

After  some  fartber  remarks  by  Drs.  Boblffl,  Kersey  and  Cnmui,  all 
favoring  the  report  of  the  coinmitt«Q,  and  tbe  location  of  the  hospital 
at  Indianapolis,  as  proposed,  ^e  resolutiou  was  adopted. 

Dr.  Woodbnrn  moved  that  this  Society  ^re  its  influence  and  sup- 
port to  the  Indiana  Medical  College,  and  request  the  physioians  of 
the  State  to  co-operate  in  the  enterprise  to  the  extent  of  their  aUlity. 
Adopted. 

The  Society  then  adjourned,  to  meet  at  Ae  Chapel  ot  the  Hospjtd 
for  tbe  Insane. 

About  fifty  members  went  out  to  the  Asyloin,  and  after  organising 
iu  tbe  Chapel,  a  room  derotod  alike  to  reli^ous  and  secular  ezereises, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  inmates  of  the  institution,  the  essay  prepared  by 
Dr.  SeztoQ  was  read  by  Dr.  Harrey.  The  subject  of  the  essay, "  Cozo- 
Uiao  Dislocation  of  Femur,  Reduced  by  Manipulation,"  was  earnestly 
discussed  by  a  number  of  the  members,  who  related  their  several  ex- 
periences in  treating  dtslooatiouB  of  tbe  hips,  shoulders,  etc.  The 
paper  was  then  referred  to  the  committee  on  publication. 

After  adopting  a  report  fVom  the  committee  on  credentials,  ap- 
pointing Dr.  0.  Erarts,  Superintendent  of  the  Asylum,  a  delegate,  the 
Boeiety  adjonrned,  to  meet  at  half  past  seven  o'clock,  p.  u.,  at  the 
Hall  of  Representatives. 

ZTUUNG  SlSaiOH. 

The  President,  Dr.  Field,  in  the  Chair,  and  about  thirty  members 
preseat. 

A  motion,  made  by  Dr.  Weist,  fixing  the  date  and  place  of  the 
next  annual  meeting  was  adopted. 

Dr.  W.  F.  Harrey  introduced  the  subject  of  puerperal  eonmlslons, 
which  was  most  ably  discussed  by  Drs.  Bigelow,  Keney,  T.  B.  Harrey, 
Comingor  and  others. 

On  their  several  motions,  the  thanks  of  the  Society  were  voted  to 
Dr.  Field  for  tbe  ablo  manner  tu  which  he  had  preside^  over  ttuv 
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meetiDgs,  to  the  Secretanes,  to  the  officers  of  the  Hospital  of  the 
Insaae  for  their  co)irt«ous  treatment,  and  to  the  press  of  the  city  fox 
iheir  liberal  reports  of  their  proceedioge. 

Bjr  CDDsent  it  was  then  deemed  inexpedient  to  nuke  any  offerings 
for  prise  essays,  and,  on  motion,  the  Society  then  ai^onrned,  to  meet 
ia  this  city,  at  nine  o'clock  A.  H.,  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  May.  1870. 


Nbw  Castlk,  June  14, 1869. 

The  New  CastJe  Medical  Society  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
PreBent,;DrB.  laaae -Mendeuball,  H.  M.  Mlnesinger,  S.  Ferris,  G.  W. 
Zimmerman,  John  Bea,  0.  W.  Burke  and  W.  V.  Boor. 

The  miaates  of  the  prertous  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  election  for  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  resulted  in  the  elec- 
tion of  Dr.  H.  M.  Minesinger,  President,  and  John  Bea,  Treasurer  and 
Secretary,  and  Drs.  Boor,  Ferris  and  Mendenhall,  Censors. 

The  retiring  President  (Dr.  Mendenhall,)  not  being  pr«pared,  was 
flzcnsed  &om  the  accustomed  valedictory  address. 

Dr.  Mendenhall  related  a  ease  of  laryngitis  is  a  girl  of  thirteen 
yMTB,  of  a  sorofalons  diathesis,  which  did  not  yield  to  the  nsnal  rem- 
edies, and  had  been  on  treatment  for  several  weeks.  Dr.  Ferris  ai^- 
gested  the  curved  probang  with  nitrate  silver,  as  the  case  at  the  pres- 
ent had  assumed  the  chronic  form,  and  further  suggested  tonics  and 
cod  liver  oil. 

Dr.  Burke  presented  a  child  ten  months  old,  which  had  been  af- 
flicted with  convulsions  since  it  was  five  days  old;  baa  short  interval* 
of  an  immunity  from  them;  three  weeks  the  longest  interval.  The 
child  habitually  costive,  the  eyes  distorted,  but  the  pupil  not  mnok 
changed  Irom  normal  size;  quite  indifferent  to  surrounding  objects, 
nurses  well  between  the  convulsions.  The  child  was  examined  by  the 
members  present,  and  diagnosed  the  cause  as  centric,  and  of  course 
the  fareatment  would  only  be  paliative,  alteratives  and  bromide  potass. 

Also,  male  twenty-one  years  old,  scrofulous  diathesis,  ansmio,  with 
enlargement  of  the  glands  of  the  right  side  of  the  neck.  The  en- 
Urgement  commenced  in  March,  and  increased  very  rapidly.  They 
appear  to  be  in  sections,  lobulated  and  so  large  as  to  throw  his  head 
to  one  side. 

Examined  by  the  members  present;  diagnosed  sorafulons  enlaige- 
mest  of  the  lymphatic  glands;  treatment  suggested,  sym^  iodid^ 
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farri,  qniniae,  cod  liver  oil,  »d<)  open  air  exerciBO.     His  mother  died 
with  consumptiou. 

Dr.  Barke  read  a  report  of  tbe  case  of  an  operation  on  McCorkle, 
at  Sulpbur  Springs,  which  has  been  reported  in  the  Wettem  Journal 
of  Medicine,  for  strictnra  mrethra. 

Boy  aged  twelve  years,  Bcrofnlons  tempermeirt ;  his  parents  died 
with  consumption,  and  a  brother  with  diabetes  melites;  fell  on  the  ice 
about  two  years  ago  and  httrt  his  right  shoulder  ho  that  he  was  hnable 
to  use  it  for  some  time ;  and  about  a  year  ago  fell  again  on  his  shonl' 
der  from  a  hay  mow,  on  a  barn  floor,  and  hnrt  the  same  shoulder  very 
much,  so  that  he  carried  it  in  a  sling  for  several  weeks,  and  when  dis- 
covered the  shoulder  joint  was  ancbilosed,  some  four  or  five  months 
ago.  After  these  injuries  he  had  no  medical  attention  or  advice,  nor 
tintil  the  discovery  that  the  joint  was  entirely  anehilosed,  when  Drs. 
Boor  and  Uendenhall  were  consulted  and  recommended  to  apply  stim- 
ulattDg  embrocations,  and  to  make  as  mnoh  motion  as  the  boy  will 
bear,  daily.  Until  the  present  no  improvement  in  the  motion  of  the 
joint.  After  thoroughly  examining  the  case,  Dr.  Bmrke  said  the 
adhesions  should  be  broken  np.  I>r.  Mendenhall  was  of  the  same 
opinion.  Dr.  Boor  said  it  would  be  very  hazardous  to  operate,  not 
being  any  reliable  statistics  on  theshonlder  joint,  where  adhesions  had 
been  broken  up  auooessftally ;  therefore  would  not  t&ror  an  operation 
without  first  notifying  the  family  of  all  the  dangers,  and  if  they  would 
take  the  risk,  he  would  not  hesitate  to  operate,  but  the  operation  was 
a  dai^rouB  one. 

Dr.  Ferris  said  he  would  like  some  reflection  on  the  case  beforv 
deciding  upon  an  operation. 

Dr.  Ken  said  he  was  opposed  to  an  operation  under  the  oironm- 
Btauces.  He  has  pretty  good  use  of  the  arm,  oan  feed  himaelf,  saw 
wood,  harness  horses,  and  do  most  anything  that  others  do,  and  some 
of  them  with  facility.  The  dangers  that  would  att«nd  this  operation 
would  not  be  compensated  by  the  promised  benefits,  having  a  pretty  use- 
ful limb  now. 

On  motion,  the  secretary  was  ordered  to  prepare  and  Etoiish  a 
copy  of  the  proceedings  for  pabliostion  in  the  Wettefn  Jotimal  o/ 
Medicine. 

A4joumed  to  meet  on  the  19tli<tf  July  next,  at  Sulphur  Springs. 
John  Bka,  M.  D.,  Stor^ary. 
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MEDICAL  SOCIETY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  WEST  VIRGINIA— 
PBOOEEDINGS  OP  THE  SECOND  ANNUAL  MEETINQ. 

CLA&KBBITBa,  JVN£  2,  1860. 

The  Medicftl  Societ;  of  the  SUt«  of  Vfrnt  Virgiaia  met  ia  th« 
SoBthern  Methodist  Chnrah,  mt  three  P.  u. 

The  President,  Dr.  H.  W,  Brook,  of  lAorgKiitowii,  oconpied  the 
Chair. 

The  Secretary,  Dr.  A.  H.  Thayer,  of  Oraftoo,  was  present. 

The  sesaioi]  waa  opened  with  prayer  b;  the  Rev.  Mi.  Way,  of 
Clarksbnrg. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Ratnaey,  of  Clarkabnrg,  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
ArrBngementa,  welcomed  the  members  to  the  city. 

The  roll  being  called  by  Dr.  Thayer,  Secretary,  the  following  mem- 
ben  answered: 

A.  a  Wuder,  PnutTtown;  J.  U.  L««,  ClarkilMrg;  A.  E.  Kniut,  FniDtr> 
town;  H.  Campbell,  Pukenborg;  H.  W.  Brock,  (PreaMenl)  Uorgantown;  SUM 
8.  Brawn,  BaekhaDooD;  J.  E,  Kendall,  Wirt  Court  Eotue;  Ju.  K.  Lauell,  Faic- 
mont;  J.  E.  Berkabile, FaiToont;  A. 8. Todd,  Whseling;  B.A.Bildr«tb,  Wbeeliag; 
O. Baird,  Whcelingi  H.  J.  Weisel,  Wbeeting;  B.  W.  Allen,  Wheeling;  Jobn C.  Happ, 
(Treararer)  Wheeling;  J.  K.  Cooper,  Wellaburg;  Wm,  M.  Dent,  Newburg;  J.  W. 
Hfe,  HonndrrlllB;  J.  W,  Ramn;,  ClMkuburg;  A.  H.  Thayer,  (Secretary)  Orafton; 
J.  H.  Legge,  Oeraan  SetUeueat;  E.  D.  Safford,  Parkenbnrg. 

Dr.  Brock,  the  President,  then  delivered  his  address,  which  wai 
mainly  devoted  to  a  discassioa  of  the  following  reasons  wby  the  med- 
ical pnic^tioner  should  devote  all  his  time  and  energies  to  the  pursuit 
flf  his  profession : 

Ftrtt — The  extent  and  intricacy  of  the  subjeeti  dsiming  his  in- 
vestigation. 

Secondly — The  magnitnde  of  the  interests  involved. 

Thirdly — The  reward  consequent  upon  the  performance  of  the 
duty  indicated. 

The  following  applicants  for  membership  having  been  reported  on 
ftivorably  by  the  Board  of  Censors,  were  unanimously  elected  to  mem- 
bership, vii:  Drs.  Wm.  Hukill,  West  Liberty,  J.  M.  Bowcook, 
Clarksburg,  Wm.  M.  Late,  Bridgeport. 

Dr.  A.  8.  Todd,  of  Wheeling,  Chairman  of  the  Conmittee  on  Med- 
ical Botany,  read  a  lengthy  and  instructive  report,  which,  on  motion  of 
Dr.  Bowcock,  was  referred  to  the  Publication  Committee  with  instroo- 
tjons  that  it  be  printed  with  the  transactions. 
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Dr.  Sharp's  report  on  New  Bemedies,  was  read  bj  Dr.  Thayer, 
Saoretary,  which,  on  motion,  was  ordered  to  be  filed.  Dr.  Safford,  of 
Parkersbnrg,  spoke  at  length  on  the  therapeutic  neea  of  Bromide  of 
Ammonia,  and  espeoiall;  aa  to  its  efficacy  in  the  treatment  of  acate 
rhenmatiam.  On  motion  of  Dr.  Happ,  the  interesting  and  sadafaotory 
report  of  Dr.  Hildreth,  on  climatology  and  epidenios  was  read,  which, 
on  motion  of  Dr.  Bamsay,  was  ordered  to  he  published  with  the  pro* 
oeedinge. 

Dr.  Bamsay  read  his  essay  on  Medical  Fraternity,  which,  on  motion, 
waa  placed  on  file. 

8XG0HD   DAT's  PKOCIXDINOa. 

Bssays  called  for.  Dr.  Baird,  not  being  prepared,  was  allowed  till 
next  meeting  to  prepare  an  essay. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Todd,  the  same  privilege  was  granted  Dr.  Storer, 
who  was  not  present. 

Dr.  Brock  (Dr.  Campbell  in  the  chair,)  read  his  report  on  the  ex- 
pediency of  petitioning  the  Legislature  to  enact  a  law  for  the  com- 
pulsory registration  of  births,  deaths  and  marriages. 

Dr.  Hupp  remarked  that  the  r^orl  did  not  include  compulsory 
TaccinatioD,  as  was  required  by  the  resolution  creating  the  Committee. 

The  report  was  received  on  motion. 

Dr.  Ramaaj,  Chairman  of  Special  Committee  on  Fee  Bills,  made  a 
report,  which  after  much  discussion  was,  on  motion,  re-committed,  and 
Dr.  Hildreth  added  to  the  Committee. 

Dr.  M.  Campbell,  of  ParkersbuTg,  expressed  his  vievs  as  to  the 
disease  called  ProgresBive  Locomotor  Ataxia. 

Dr.  Hupp,  Treasurer  of  the  Society,  submitted  a  report  showing  a 
total  of  last  balance  and  receipts,  one  hnndred  and  twenty-four  dollars, 
and  a  balance  in  the  treasory  of  fifty-two  dollars.  Referred  under  the 
Constitution  for  examination  and  report  The  committee  subseqnentiy 
reported  the  report  and  Touchers  to  be  correct.     Adopted. 

Dr.  Bamsay  reported  a  case  of  Amaurosis. 

Dr.  Todd  formally  presented  the  Society  with  a  copy  of  the  Con* 
stitution  and  By-laws  of  the  "Medical  Society  of  the  City  of  Wheeling 
and  county  of  Ohio,"  at  Wheeling. 

The  Society  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  for  the  en- 
suing year,  and  the  balloting  resulted  in  the  choice  of  the  following 
Eentlemeu ; 
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PraidtiH~~Z.  W.  B«iiM7,  Clubbnrg. 

Fi<»-i>MMiM(*— E.  A.  HUdnth,  Wheeling)  J^U.  Cooper,  WeUcbarg;  BliuS. 
BroDMD,  Bockhaiuian. 

Seeretary — JameB  H.  Laiiell,  Fairmont. 

7Vaifur<r-4ohn  C,  Hnpp,  Wbeeling. 

Ontor—E,  W.  Brock,  Cb^rman,  I.  E.  Berkabile,  IL  Campbell,  J.  H.  Legse, 
O.  Baird,  B.  W.  AIIcd,  W.  J.  Bates. 

Dr.  Hildretb  iutrodaced  lesolutioos  oreatiog  a  committee  (HeBsrs. 
Laziell,  Stafford  sad  Tbajer,)  to  invite  the  regular  practitioners  of  the 
State  to  co-operate  with  the  Society  in  the  advancement  of  Mediesl 
Science.     Adopt«d. 

Dr.  Todd  presented  t  resolntion  creating  three  districts  in  the 
State,  and  in  each  a  committee  to  report  on  Medical  Botany.    Adopted. 

Parkersburg  was  chosen  ss  the  next  place  of  meeting,  and  Drs. 
Safford,  Campbell  and  Clark  appointed  a  Committee  of  ArraugementB. 

Drs.  Frisaell  and  Campbell  were  appointed  essajiBtB,  to  report  at 
next  meeting. 

The  Freaident  announced  the  appointment  of  the  following  Com- 
mittees t 

Climatology  and  Epidemics — Dr.  Hildrttb,  Chairman,  with  Drs.  Allison,  I^i- 
Hll,  Cooper,  Eendalt,  Tba^er,  Nicklio,  Putney,  Safford,  Legge,  Charter,  H'Lane, 
Wilson,  Bowcock,  Kunst,  Schtunaker  and  Wilson,  J.  O. 

On  Necrotogj — l>r8.  Berkabile,  Tonng,  Campbell,  Reeves  and  Donghertj. 

On  Publication— Di8.  Bal«a,  Hnpp,  Laizdl,  Thayer  and  CampbelL 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Cooper, 

Saohed,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  rtport  at  next  meeting  oa 
Hew  Bemediei.    Adopted. 

Committee— Drs.  Cooper,  Sharp  and  Dent,  W.  H. 

Sr.  Todd  moved  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  memorialiie  the 
Iiegialature  on  the  subject  of  the  appointment  of  a  State  Geologist. 
Adopted.  The  President  appointed  the  following:  Drs.  Hnpp,  Hil- 
dreth  and  Kendall. 

The  committee  on  recent  medical  and  snr^cal  appliances  was  con- 
stituted by  the  appointment  of  Drs.  Berkabile,  Bamsay  and  Wiesel. 

Dr.  Hupp  offered  resolutions  of  thanks  to  the  Baltimore  jt  Ohio 
Railroad  for  commutation  of  fare;  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Methodist 
Ohorch  South  for  the  use  of  their  building,  and  to  the  citiiens  of 
Clarksburg  for  characteristic  hospitality.     Adopted. 

Dr.  Campbell  offered  a  resolution  which  was  adopted,  tendering 
thanks  to  the  officers  of  the  Society  fox  tbeii  efficient  and  eourteons 
diseharge  of  duty. 
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On  motion  of  Dr.  Lee,  the  TreMorer  was  instmoted  to  pay  the 
Sexton  tan  dollars  for  pnttlag  in  order  the  ohurch. 

Question  for  diBCuaeion  at  next  meeting  was  offered  by  Dr.  Stafford, 
and  adopted — /i  child  bed/ever  an  infiammalory  diteauf 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Todd  the  Society  adjourned  to  meet  at  Parken- 
burg,  at  two  o'clock  p.  u.,  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  Jnne,  1870. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY. 


PKACTICAL    OBSERVATIONS    ON    THE    ETIOLOGY,   PA- 
THOLOGY,   DIAGNOSIS   AND    TREATMENT    OP   ANAL 

FISSURE.  

BT  TILLIAH    BOCEKBAMEK,   A.    V.,   H.   D., 

■  Piafmnr  of  ih*  IMhum,  InJorlH  and  XnUbniwUaM  of  Iha  B«tnm,  Abu  ud  0>nl(D'OiUuT 

Orfani.    mutnted  bj  nnanvn* cihh ujl  dnwiBgi,    NtwIOTk:  WUUui 

Wood  *  Co.,  ei  W«lk«  Stmt.  USS.    Pp.  IW. 

Pew  diseases,  apparently  bo  triTial  in  oharitcter,  ere  prodnctiTo  of 
the  amonnt  of  pain  and  discomfort  that  attend  fissnieB  of  the  anus. 
And  notwithstanding  the  attention  given  the  disease  by  eminent  sat- 
geoofl,  the  diagnosis  and  the  treatment,  are  probably  not  well  onder- 
Btood  by  many  of  the  profession.  A  complete  and  systematic  treatise 
on  the  subject,  consequently,  mast  supply  a  want  in  surgical  literature, 
and  be  of  great  practioal  importance. 

To  snpply  anch  a  treatise,  was  the  object  of  Dr.  Bodenhamer  in 
the  preparation  of  the  work  whose  title  is  given  above,  and  we  feel 
flare  that  the  profession  will  award  to  him  the  praise  due  to  one  who 
is  sncoessflil  in  so  laudable  an  enterprise.  Chapter  I  is  devoted  to  the 
history  of  anal  fissure  and  the  views  that  have  been  held  in  relation 
to  the  disease,  together  with  an  extended  notice  of  the  disease  known 
as  "spasmodic  contraction  of  the  anna."  Chapter  II,  to  a  notice  of 
the  physiology  of  the  parts  involved  in  the  disease  and  defines 
the  meaning  of  the  term  "  fissure  of  the  anas."  Chapter  III  pre- 
sentfl  the  setiology  of  the  disease,  while  chapter  IV  gives  a  classi- 
fication and  description  of  the  same,  with  symptoms  and  mode  of 
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eztmiDatioD  of  At  pfttient.  Chapter  T  pmeDto  Ae  details  of  trtet- 
meat;  thkt  of  tbe  atitlior  "coatnitK  of  topical  medicBtion  combined 
iritli  dilatation,  and  aomedmes  Aeariflcation  or  iDcision  of  tlie  macoiu 
membrane."  "The  chief  indicadoo  u  to  modify  the  anr&ce  of  the 
aloer  and  transfonn  it  into  a  fiimple  or  common  sore."  tn  epasmodio 
contraction  of  tiie  anna,  distentioD  of  the  sphincters  by  either  the 
hongie,  the  fingers  or  teats  made  of  liot,  is  depeoded  od,  as  being 
milder,  safer  and  eqnall;  aa  certain,  as  section  of  the  sphincter  mas- 
elea,  first  practiced  in  modem  times  by  H.  Boyer  and  still  in  laror 
widi  many  sui^ons.  For  tbe  same  reasons, /ore I'ble  dilalatum  of  tbe 
Bpbinol«r  and  by  means  of  the  thnmbs — a  method  of  care  advocated 
by  Prof,  Tan  Bnren — is  objected  to.  Besides  his  own  plan  of  treat- 
ment, the  author  describes  tbe  other  methods  of  treatment  that  have 
fbtrnd  moat  favor  with  the  profession. 

Chapter  VI  ia  made  np  of  illoatratiTe  oaaea.  Twenty-nine  cases 
are  reported  in  detail ;  some  of  tbem  of  mocb  interest.  The  biblit^- 
raphy  of  the  subject  concludes  the  volume. 

We  are  satisfied  that  while  tbe  profession  will  accord  to  Dr.  Boden- 
hamer's  book  much  merit,  all  his  conchanons  will  not  be  endorsed  as 
eorrect.  One  example  most  serre  as  so  illustration:  In  speaking  of 
fisenres  other  than  of  the  anus,  Dr.  B.  says  that  he  has  for  a  number 
of  years  adopted  the  idea  that  "the  disease  which  is  improperly  de- 
nominated ifyimeiwrrhcea,  is  in  reality  nothing  more  nor  leas  than 
JutMre  of  theot  tinea;  and  I  have  so  treated  tt  with  remarkable  ewe- 
eeas,  namely:  By  applioatiou  of  a  strong  solutjoo  of  the  nitrate  of 
silver  three  times  a  week,  and  gentle  and  gradual  dilatation  with  an 
elastic  bougie,  once  or  twice  aweek.  "  That  dilatation  exerts  a  power- 
ful infiuence  in  curing  dysmeaorrhoea,  ia  evidenced  by  the  known  fast 
that  if  the  patient  could  become  pregnant  and  give  birth  to  a  child, 
the  disease  would  be  cured."  We  question  the  statement  in  relation 
to  tbe  cause  of  dysmeuorrhoea,  as  well  aa  that  in  regard  to  tbe  ewr« 
effected  by  obildbiith.  We  think  the  ioeorporatiou  of  entire  pages  of 
untranslated  French  quotations  into  the  body  of  l^o  book,  aa  well  as 
the  great  display  made  of  Latin  in  the  prescriptions,  not  in  very  good 
taste,  as  an  air  of  pedantry  is  thus  given  to  the  book,  that  was  mv% 
intended  by  its  author.  J.  B.  W. 
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PHT8I0L0GICAL  RELATIONS  OF  TOBACCO. 

(This  is  tbe  coucludiog  portion  of  a  very  intereatia);  article  having 
the  above  Utie,  by  Prof.  Hammond,  which  ve  find  in  the  last  Damber 
of  the  American  Review.) 

During  the  Beries  of  experiments  immediately  preceding,*  when 
the  food  waa  inBaficient'to  maintain  the  weight  of  the  body,  there  had 
been  an  almost  constant  sensation  of  hanger,  and  a  marked  degree  of 
debility.  Neither  of  these  conditioDs  existed  before  the  use  of  tobacco 
was  begnn. 

From  the  whole  of  the  eiperiments  I  conclude:  Fiirt — That  to- 
bacco does  not  materially  affect  the  excretion  of  carbonic  acid  throngh 
the  Inngs.  Seoond — That  it  lessens  the  amonnt  of  aqueous  vapor 
given  off  in  respiration.  Third — That  it  diminishes  tne  amonnt  of 
Ae  iotefrtine  excretion.  Ihwrth — That  it  lessens  the  quantity  of  the 
excretion,  and  the  amonnt  of  its  urea  and  chlorides.  Fifth — That  it 
increaseB  the  amonnt  of  free  acid,  nric  acid,  and  salphnnc  and  phos- 
phoric acids  eliminated  throngh  the  kidneys.  The  general  pnrport  of 
the  experiments,  therefore,  is,  that  tobacco  retards  the  waste  of  the 
tiaases,  though  the  Hot  that  it  increases  the  amonnt  of  phosphoric 
■cid  would  seem  to  show  that  the  destraclivfl  metamorpbosiB  of  (he 
nervous  tissue  was  increased. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  amount  of  tobacco  used  was  large — 
amonntJng,  as  it  did,  to  six  cigars  a  day.  Subsequent  experiments 
which  I  made,  smoking  only  three  cigars  daily,  one  after  each  meal, 
showed  that  the  effect  of  this  moderate  amount  was  to  decrease  the 
<niantity  of  phosphoric  acid  excret«d  from  the  system.  The  question, 
tnerefore,  scarcely  admits  of  a  doubt,  that,  other  things  being  equal, 
a  person  can  do  more  mental  and  physical  labor,  aud  with  less  &tigue, 
under  the  moderate  use  of  tobacco  than  without  !t.  The  exoeasiVe 
use  may  be  injurious,  just  as  may  be  the  excessive  use  of  almost  any 
substance  taken  as  food  or  drink. 

Another  important  physiolopcal  effect  of  tobacco  is  seen  in  its  ac- 
tion upon  the  stomach,  as  increasing  the  excretion,  gastric  juice,  and 
thus  promoting  digestion.  It  is  a  well  recognised  f^ysiolegioal  fact, 
dial  a  very  Intimate  sympathetic  connection  exists  between  ^e  stomach 
■nd  the  salivary  glands.  A  mild  sensation  of  hanger  makes  the 
"month  water,"  and  an  increase  in  the  quantity  of  saliva  created  is 

•  TheH  aarsrtBsata  nan,  Int,  lo  uearulJi  thartUtof  lobHeo,  wb«  ■  •naeMntquMitlli* 
of  GMd  nidi(Ht»]  to  nulubla  lb*  ml^bl  oT  tb<  boBj.  Seoood.  (a  dntanalat  th*  InBimcafit 
tnSMi  111  irhin  m  tmt  htm  tni»«nliiiit.  mil  irtwi.  wniwnHj.  ih«  bwij  -»■■  lii«l»(  Ttl|fcti  i   ij 
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almost  iDTariably  attended  by  an  increase  in  the  quantity  of  gastnv- 
jnicc.  This  is  shown  by  makioK  b  fietnla  in  the  stomach  of  a  dog,  so 
that  the  gastric  jnloe  can  be  collected  as  soon  as  it  is  formed.  Nov 
if  any  strongly  sapid  sabstance — as  a  piece-  of  kobacoo  for  instance — 
be  put  into  the  dog's  month,  an  increased  secretion  of  satira  takes- 
place,  and  at  the  same  time  gastric  juice  is  formed  in  large  quantity, 
and  pours  through  the  fistula  into  a  vessel  placed  to  receive  it.  A. 
cigar  acts  in  the  same  way  upon  the  salivary  glands  and  stomach  of  a 
smoker.  To  smoke  after  meals  is,  therefore,  a  perfectlv  orthodox 
physiological  act,  and  is  another  example  of  coincidence  between  in- 
stinct and  science.  Many  cases  of  dyspepsia  are  cured  by  this  simple 
means.  Tobacco,  by  diminishing  the  destructive  metamorphosis  of 
the  tissues,  «nahles  mankind  to  sapport  the  effects  of  hunger  with  les» 
loss  of  strength,  and  less  bodily  and  mental  fatigue,  than  would  other- 
wise result.  The  experience  of  soldiers  and  travellers  suAces  to  es- 
tablish this  fact,  and  is  a  matter  of  such  popular  notoriety  that  it  is 
scarcely  necessary  to  cite  examples.  I  have  frequently  noticed  the 
phenomena  in  my  own  person.  But  the  chief  infloence  of  tobacco  is 
exerted  upon  the  brain,  and  other  parts  of  the  nervous  system,  and  it 
is  mainly  to  secure  this  effect  that  man  oses  the  substance  at  all.  The 
tendency  of  civilisation  is  to  increase  the  wear  and  tear  of  nerve  tissue. 
New  purenits,  new  duties,  the  spread  of  learning,  the  discoveries  of 
soienoe,  the  struggle  for  wealth  and  position,  the  turning  of  the  night 
into  day,  and  hundreds  of  other  factors,  act  with  a  power  under  which 
many  minds  go  down  into  darkness,  and  others  are  more  or  less  shat- 
tered. To  avoid  the  action  of  these  causes  is  impossible,  without  a 
thorough  change  in  the  condition  of  society,  and  an  arrest  of  the 
mental  development  of  mankind.  Even  if  we  could  accomplish  either 
of  these  ends,  it  would  certainly  be  undesirable  to  make  the  attempt. 
But  it  is  assuredly  proper  for  us  to  look  for  some  means  capable  of 
lessening  the  ill  effects  which  are  produced  by  the  labors,  the  anxieties, 
the  sorrows,  the  troubles,  of  which  every  man  who  keeps  up  with  the 
world  must  expect  to  bear  a  large  share,  and  which  can  not  be  alto- 
gether avoided  by  persons  of  the  most  quiet  pursuits. 

Among  the  substances  which  man  has  been  led  to  use  in  order  to 
bring  about  this  result,  tobacco  is  one  of  the  most  efficacious,  as  it  is 
the  least  harmful.  As  a  soother  of  the  nervous  system,  and  a  pro- 
moter of  reflection,  it  acts  with  a  degree  of  certainty  and  yet  of  mild- 
ness, which  places  it  far  above  all  its  cogenera.  Under  its  influence 
the  nervous  substance,  espeeially  that  of  the  brain  and  sympatheUo 
system,  is  preserved  from  the  inroads  to  which  it  would  otherwise  be 
subjected.  The  ability  to  comprehend  is  increased,  the  judgment  ie 
rendered  clearer,  the  power  of  the  will  is  angmented,  and  all  this 
without  the  degree  of  exhaustion  which  otherwise  follows  every  pro- 
longed mental  effort.  The  greatest  men  the  world  has  ever  seen  used 
tobacco,  and  men  both  great  and  commonplace  will  continue  ton 


till  they  get  something  Better.  But  tobacco,  to  be  most  advantageous 
to  mankind,  should  be  used  with  moderation.  Like  every  other  good 
thing  it  is  a  two-edged  sword,  and,  when  employed  to  excess,  it  often 
cauaet  neuralgia,  indigestion  and  more  or  leas  derangement  of  tlie 
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wbole  OTgan'iEatioB.  It  is  vonderfal,  howeveT,  to  see  how  manj  per- 
sons can  endure  the  abuse  of  tob&coo  without  ippareDt  incooTenienoe. 
Those  most  liable  to  suffer  are  youths  whose  nerrouB  systems  are  nn- 
ideveloped,  and  to  whom  it  is  no  more  suited  than  pork  and  beans  for 
an  infant's  stomach.  Whether  therefore,  we  regard  the  use  of  tobacco 
ID  moderation  from  a  sanitary  or  pbysisjogical  point  of  view,  we  find 
DO  grounds  for  the  apprehensions  which  haT«  been  expressed  rolatiTe 
to  ite  deleterious  influence.  On  the  contraij,  it  ia  very  eertain  that 
the  moderate  habitual  use  of  the  substance  in  question  is  often  de- 
cidedly beneficial,  and  that  many  persons  become  bo  accuetomed  to 
excess,  or  are  so  constituted  that  tbey  are  not  injured,  even  tbough 
they  smoke,  chew,  snuff,  and  pass  the  greater  part  of  their  lives  in  an 
atmosphere  saturated  with  tobacco  and  ite  exhafations. 

SroENHAH's  Admonition  t«  Doctors. — Few  once  reading  can 
readily  forget  these  golden  words  of  Sydenham;  nevertheless,  we  will 
ail  be  better  for  being  reminded  of  them: 

"He  who  giTeg  hhutelf  to  the  itudy  and  work  of  medicine  ongbt  serionBlj  to 
ponder  these  /bbi  things — FIrit,  That  he  must,  oae  day,  give  an  acconnt  to  the 
Bnpreme  Jadge  of  the  Uvet  of  the  sick  coamitted  to  bis  care.  SieatuBg,  That 
whataoever  of  art,  or  of  tdence,  he  has  b;  Oie  dSrine  goodness  attained,  is  to  be 
directed  mainly  to  Ihe  glory  of  the  Almighty,  and  the  saAty  of  mankind,  and  that 
it  is  a  dishonor  to  himself  and  them,  to  make  these  celestial  gl/ts  ■□beeiiient  to  the 
vile  IdsIs  of  avarice  and  asibi^eB.  Uoreover,  Thinllg,  that  he  has  nndertaken  ths 
charge  of  do  mean  or  ignoble  creature,  and  thai  in  order  to  his  appreciating  the 
troe  worth  of  the  bnman  race,  he  ahonld  not  forget  that  the  only  begotten  Son  of 
Ood  became  a  man,  and  thus  br  ennobled,  by  his  own  dignity,  the  nature  he  aa- 
aumed.  And  tatllg,  that  as  he  is  himself  not  exempted  from  the  common  lot,  and 
a*  liable  and  eipoied  la  the  asme  laws  of  mortality,  the  same  mieeries  and  pains,  as 
are  all  the  rest;  so  he  may  endeavor  the  more  diligeotly,  and  with  a  mace  lender 
affection,  as  being  hiniMir  a  fellow  uifferer,  to  help  them  who  are  tick." 

laauTiTona. — If  thoa  hast  the  brow  to  endore  the  name  of  traitor,  perjured 
«T  opprenor,  yet  cover  thy  lace  when  ingratitude  is  thrown  at  thee.  If  that  de- 
pnerate  vice  possess  tbte,  hide  thyself  in  the  shadow  of  thy  shame,  and  pollale 
not  noble  society.  Qratelhl  iogenuities  are  content  to  be  obliged  within  some 
compass  of  retribntion;  and  being  depressed  by  the  weight  of  iteratad  fiivoars, 
may  so  labor  under  their  inabilities  of  requital,  ss  to  abate  the  content  ftom  kind- 
ness. Bnt  narrow  self-ended  souls  make  prescription  of  good  offlces,  and  obliged 
J>y  often  Csvonrs  think  others  still  due  unto  them:  whereas,  if  they  but  once  fidl, 
tbey  prove  so  perversely  nngratefiil,  as  to  make  nothing  of  former  coartesles,  and 
to  bury  all  that's  pan.  Snrb  tempers  pervert  the  geaeroDS  course  of  things;  for 
tbey  disconrage  the  inclloatiooB  of  noble  minds,  and  make  beneflcency  cool  unto 
acts  of  obligation,  whereby  the  gratefhl  world  should  subsist,  and  have  their  con- 
aolation.  Common  gratitode  must  be  kept  alive  by  the  addltlouary  ftiel  of  new 
coortesies:  but  generous  gratitudes,  though  bat  once  well  obliged,  wilbont  qaick- 
anlng  repetitious  or  expectation  of  new  fovoars,  have  thanktUl  minds  for  ever;  for 
they  write  not  their  obltgaUoos  in  sandy  bat  marble  memories^  which  wear  not 
ant  bat  with  themselves.— /*»»>  A'r  Thoi.  Bntm/i  CArwiwa  Jfowter-         ^  | 


msnair  mvbhal  or  MEncan 


w  3' 


n,g,t,.rJM,  Google 


XIBOXLLAMT. 


iM,Googlc 


EDITORIAL  AND  MEDICAL  NEWS. 


The  BEtATiONs  between  life  inBuranoe  companies  and  phfeicians. 
have  come  to  be,  witbio  tbe  last  few  years,  of  great  importance,  and 
involve  do  trifling  interests.  Tbese  relations  involve  rigbta  and  duties 
on  the  part  of  eacb.  Tbe  pbjeician  wbo  acts  as  an  examiner  for  snch 
a  company,  is  ander  obligations  to  furnieb  tbat  oompany  an  intelligent, 
scientific,  conscientions  and  careful  investigation,  in  the  case  of  every 
applicant  for  insurance.  His  is  purely  a  judicial  office  in  the  aingte 
matters  of  health  and  probability  of  longevity,  and  personal  feeling,  or 
the  opinions  aad  wishes  of  others  should  not  bave  the  Hligbtest  inflnence 
in  determining  his  judgment.  Above  all,  the  examiner  should  never 
degrade  himself  into  an  assistant  to  the  agent — lauding  this  company 
and  disparaging  tbat — sucb  conduct  is  giataitous  and  impertinent,  and 
really  is  one  great  hindrance  to  professional  interests. 

On  tbe  other  hand,  the  companies  owe  it  to  their  interests,  to  ths 
interests  of  those  insured  by  them,  and  to  tbe  dignity  and  value  of  true 
medicine,  to  appoint  none  bat  well  qualified  examiners.  And  still 
ikrther,  they  owe  a  just  compensation  to  tbese  examiners.  What  that 
oompensation  shall  be,  is  a  quesUon  which  is  just  now  vexing  the  pro- 
fession in  some  parts  of  tbe  country,  and  we  propose  devoting  a  brief 
space  to  its  consideration,  and  to  tbat  of  some  of  tbe  topics  which 
grow  out  of  it. 

In  regard  to  the  amount  now  paid,  we  find  it  differs  in  different 
parts  of  the  country.  Thus,  in  tbe  Southern  States,  it  is  five  dollars; 
the  same  in  New  York  City,  and  also,  we  presume,  in  Philadelphia  and 
Boston ;  in  Cincinnati  and  St.  Louis,  and  generally  in  tbe  larger  cities 
of  tbe  west,  it  is  three  dollars — a  few  years  ago  it  was  but  two— while  in 
Chicago,  which  has  some  flity-two  companies  now  represented  in  it,  and 
soon  to  have  some  balf-dosen  more,  the  fee  in  most  oases  is  two  dollars, 
though  some  companies  make  this  sum  tbe  rnle  when  the  examination 
is  made  at  the  office,  and  three  dollars  if  made  away  from  it.  It  can  not  be 
doilbtfld,  that  a  fee  of  three  dollars  in  Cincinnati  or  in  St.  Louis,  is 
quite  as  mucb,  considering  tbe  relative  expenses  of  living,  as  five  dol- 
lars in  New  York  City,  or  in  New  Orleans.  Nor  will  it  be  disputed 
tbat  the  difference  in  fees  in  these  localities  is  in  at  least  an  approxi- 
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mate  oorrespondeoce  with  tb«  difference  in  the  nanal  charges  fpr  profes- 
sional Berrices:  it  ia  likewise  probable  that  no  great  increase  in  the 
former  wilt  be  made  without  a  proportionate  advance  in  the  latter — in 
other  words,  aa  long  as  dootore  are  oant«nt  to  make  professional  Tisits 
for  a  dollar  and  a  half  or  two  dollars,  these  Tisit«  frequently  taking  as 
much  time  and  iuToInng  as  patient  inreatigation  as  a  life  insurance 
examination,  sach  an  examination  will  be  made  for  two  or  three  dol- 
lars. Another  point  to  be  remembered  is,  that  all  the  physician 
charges  against  a  life  insurance  company,  he  is  certain  to  receive 
promptly  and  with  little  delay,  while  his  practice  is  remarkably  good 
if  he  does  not  lose  twenty  per  cent.,  either  iVom  long  delay  on  the  part 
of  the  debtors,  or  from  their  poverty  or  from  their  dishonesty. 

Nevertheless,  admitting  the  fee  too  low,  as  it  undoubtedly  is  in 
Bome  localities,  for  such  an  examination  as  companies  need  and  ought 
to  have,  how  can  it  be  increased  to  a  just  standard?  The  mode  gen- 
erally proposed  is,  for  alt  the  physicians,  regular,  irregular  and  defec- 
tive, in  a  given  place,  to  combine  together  and  pledge  themselves  to 
make  no  examinattona  for  less  than  the  increased  fee.  Supposing  this 
much  accomplished,  a  supposition  which  is  quite  liberal,  there  are  inhe- 
rent defects  in  the  plan,  at  some  of  which  we  shall  glance.  The  his- 
tory of  such  movements,  so  far  as  we  know,  has  no  record  of  success. 

In  the  first  place,  every  educated  physician  who  enters  such  a  com- 
bination, says  to  everyone  else  in  it  who  is  called  doctor,  whether  he 
be  dactut  or  indoelut,  no  matter  what  his  medical  creed,  character,  con- 
duct and  practice,  "Yon  and  I  are  upon  a  level,  whether  I  am  dragged 
down  or  you  brought  up ;  your  professional  services  are  worth  just  as 
mnch  as  mine,  and  you  shall  receive  just  as  much  for  them." 

But  again,  such  an  organization  will  contain  some  who  enter  it 
without  properly  nnderstanding  its  conditions,  or  under  previous 
pledges  to,  or  contract  with  some  individual  company  as  to  the  amount 
of  fees;  possibly  others,  having  facile  consciences  or  fickle  minds; 
one  or  another  soon  withdraws,  and  no  chain  is  stronger  than  its  weak- 
est link. 

Such  combinations,  trade-nniona,  labor-strikes,  etc.,  belong  to  arti- 
sans, not  to  professional  gentlemen  When,  as  sometimes  happens  is 
manufacturing  towns  orin  mining  regione,acoDfliot  occurs  between  labor 
and  capital,  labor  makes  its  demands,  and  not  only  will  not  work  itself, 
but  will  prevent,  if  it  can,  even  by  most  desperate  violence,  an;  work- 
men coming  from  other  places;  sometimes  it  gains  its  demands,  often 
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there  is  but  a  temporaiy  ucessioQ  to  them,  and  sometimes  hunger,  ax 
tb«  Uff  coerces  Ubot  insfead  of  Uboi  ooeroing  o&pit*!. 

Suppose  the  life  iaiurance  compaoiea  should  combuae  together  and 
uy,  when  the  medical  men  of  a  given  looality  combioe  in  a  demand 
foe  increased  pa;  foi  examinations,  "  We  will  do  no  busineM,  «e  will 
dose  our  aganciea  in  yora  city  or  toirn  as  long  aa  this  demand  ia  made," 
the  people,  ao  fast  a  hold  aa  life  insncanoe  upon  popular  sympathy  and 
upon  popular  istereat,  would  eoodemn  the  action  of  the  phyaioians  in 
no  equivocal  way ;  and  their  life  Lnaurance  busiueea  would  be  traDsaetad 
elsewhere-  Or,  instead  of  Buspeuding  the  buainess  in  such  a  locality,  the 
companies  could  readily  employ  competent  men  from  otbei  placea  to 
go  in  and  make  examinatioDa.  Even  if  the  new-comers  were  to  become 
jierma&eDt  residenta,  the  combination  couldn't  and  wouldn't  throw  brick- 
bata  at  them,  or  burn  down  their  bouscft — a  few  in  it  might  resort  to 
that  lowest  refnge  of  ignoble  minds  and  corrupt  hearts,  petty  profes- 
aional  peisecutious,  coarse  slanders  and  back-bitiogs,  hut  these  weapons 
are  oftenei  like  the  hootaerans,  damaging  the  sender  worse  than  those 
that  they  are  aimed  at,  and  the  brove  warriors  repeat  the  history  given 
ia  Goldsmith's  Elegjf  on  Hu  Deati  of  a  Mad-Dog — 

"Ths  Bm  neonttt  at  the  bIM, 
Ttw  do«  It  wu  thii  diid." 

We  have  little  faUb  then,  in  combinations  on  the  part  of  pbysi- 
cJADs  to  adTance  these  fees ;  such  means  are  two-edged  swords,  and 
may  be  used  against)  quite  as  much  as  for,  professional  Interests.  Is 
labor-strikes,  abrupt,  or  unexpected  and  threatening  demands,  invite 
obstinate  refusal,  rather  than  conciliation  and  concession.  At  uiy 
rate,  snch  a  course  Might  to  be  regarded  as  the  last  step  rather  than 
the  first,  just  as  cannon  are  spoken  of  as  the  ultima  ratio  regum. 

Low  fees  partly  result  from  the  crowded  state  of  the  profesaion, 
partly  from  the  multiplioation,  needless  and  injurious  as  we  think,  of 
life  insuranoe  companies,  with  their  mnltiplioity  of  examiners,  and 
from  the  loose  way  in  which  many  of  these  examiners  are  appointed, 
and  the  frequently  low  attainments  and  abilities  of  snch  appointees.  Ib 
many  a  town  where  half  a  doaen  companies  ought  to  have  but  a  single 
examiner,  one  oompany  may  have  two  or  three.  The  agent,  with  an 
eye  siogle  to  his  own  profits,  wants  names  to  help  Mm  along,  or  actu- 
ally expects,  and  sometimes,  we  regret  to  say,  he  is  not  disappointed, 
the  examiners  to  electioneer  for  the  company,  and  selections  are  some- 
times made  with  reference  to  these  very  points,  and  not  from  high  pro- 
fessional and  moral  qualification;  or  several  are  selected  to  gratify  the 
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vbimB  ssd  e^rices  u  to  phjiioians  oi  mIiooIs,  «f  iDdividMl  kppli- 
oftDta ;  or,  the  agent,  in  the  mnltiplioit^  of  examiners,  may  Ind  one  vh* 
vill  pass  an  ftpplioant  ^t  has  been  rejected  ky  anadier.  Podding 
and  praise  are  the  tiro  great  ohjeoU  of  kimkn  endeaTor,  ac^t^dieg  to 
Carlyle,  we  believe ;  but  good  ph^BioianH  don't  otre  abont  takiag  these 
in  Buch  iufialteBinial  doecB  as  some  cimipaaies  are  in  the  habit  of  giT- 
iag  them.  If  the  bast  brains  and  knowledge  are  wanted,  th^  OBgkt 
to  Im  well  rewarded  both  in  honor  and  emolnment.  Probably  the  ten- 
dencies of  the  times  are  too  much  towards  leveling.  In  medicine,  In 
this  country,  we  hare  few  priies  to  stimnlate  the  endeaTors  of  the  am- 
bitious ;  we  multiply  appointments  and  positions,  so  that  almost  everj 
physician  shall  have  one  or  two,  and  of  course  tbe  level  ean't  btahiglt 
OM — it  ia  terrihly  like  dead  mediociity. 

Let  the  lift  ineurance  oompaniea  make  the  attainment  of  a  position 
as  medieal  examiner,  more  difficalt ;  they  will  then  have  the  best  ability, 
and  can  afford  to  pay  liberally  for  it,  and  this  they  will  cheerfully  do. 
But  they  can  not  get  this  ability,  if  leaving  the  anointment  to  an 
agent,  who  of  oourse  will  immediately  say  his  own  family  physician  ia 
the  very  beat  maa  for  itj  they  can  noi  do  it,  raiting  the  evidenoe  of 
qualifications  upon  a  eoUege  diploma— this  test  Ae  American  Medieal 
AMOoiation  at  its  last  meeting  very  jnstly  ignored;  they  can  not  do  it, 
fmsting  to  the  responses  made  by  references  whom  they  don't  know. 
But  they  can  do  it,  by  having  in  every  State  where  they  transact  busi- 
ness, a  central  board  of  physieians  to  examine  every  applicant  for  a 
medical  ezamlnership,  the  examination  being  especially  rigid  in  fh^ 
ioal  diagnoM.  They  would  have  mnoh  fewer  examiners,  but  theaa 
would  be  better,  and  they  would  be  liberally  paid,  while  sneoesBrnlly 
passing  such  an  ordeal  and  holding  such  a  position,  would  be  an  honor 
worth  any  man's  striving  for.  We  believe  that  thns  the  interests  of  the 
companies  would  be  greatly  promoted,  and  at  the  same  time  Modi- 
eine  itself  would  derive  much  advantage. 

I>1B00VKMU  t»  Science  by  the  Medical  Phttotopitr,  an  oration  de- 
livered at  the  ninety -sixth  anniversary  of  the  Medical  Society  of  London^ 
Monday,  March  8th,  1869,  by  Sir  G.  Dnncan  Qibb,  Bart.,  of  Falkland, 
H.  A.,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.,  F.  Q.  S.,  &c^  has  been  received  fVom  ito  author. 
Commencing  with  Dr.  John  Fothergill,  Dr.  Gibb  presents  a  long  list 
of  famous  names  in  medicine,  fellows  of  the  society,  who  have  abo  been 
eminent  contributon  to  science,  among  these  are  Latsom,  John  Masoin 
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Good,  Edward  Jenner,  Crisp,  Oaant,  Hauall,  and  Richardson,  and 
briefly  refers  to  tbe  Boientifio  discoveries  of  each. 

In  his  ezordiDM,  Dr.  Gibb  thus  speaks  in  geoeral  of  tlie  advance 
of  soiencQ,  and  the  relation  of  physicians  to  it: 

"Tb«  present  ceiitar;,  gentlemen,  hu  been  >  IWitfnl  one;  steadily  from  year 
to  year,  bas  irience  adranced  onirards  in  all  ber  Tarioos  aspects;  oerer  ceadng 
discoveries  hare  been  made,  wbicb  bare  not  only  added  Breatly  to  oor  knowledfO, 
Imt  bava  afforded  a  gIdq  to  tbe  sointion  of  tiie  my tiety  of  tbe  eTe*don  of  onr  globe, 
it*  preseat  condition,  aad  tbe  approzimata  eaicniation  of  th«  £rst  dawn  of  lilb. 
Indeed,  It  is  only  vitbin  tbe  last  few  yean  that  bo  mocb  bas  been  done,  relMively 
to  the  last  mentioned  sol^ecls.  We  sball  see  how  bt  tbe  medical  pbilosopher  bas 
lent  bia  aid  In  Airtberance  thereof.  Tbe  medical  philosopher  is  pecoliarly  consti^ 
tnted  tot  4ie  observance  of  phenomena  baring  a  bearing  upon  any  of  tbe  branches 
of  natural  science;  bis  trsinlDg  eminently  Bts  bim  to  oote  and  to  observe  the  af- 
pearance  presented  by  nature  in  all  her  fonna;  and  he  who  in  tbe  begiDning  of 
bis  career  hu  paid  some  attention  to  natural  history  and  comparatire  anatomy — 
biancbes  that  are  decried  by  many  as  encroaching  upon  that  lime  ezclnsivdy 
devoted  to  strictly  medical  studies — Is  in  a  position,  if  brorably  placed,  to  discover 
matters  of  the  higbeat  importance  in  tbelr  bearings  in  all  branches  of  scieoce. 
Host  of  onr  great  phjaidani  were  either  good  oaturalins  and  compointiTe  anato- 
Bsists;  or  bad  a  fair  Icnowledge  of  both.  At  tbe  present  day,  nnfbrtnnately,  tnaay 
a  man  only  begins  to  make  their  acquaintance  some  time  after  he  bas  been  in  tte 
profession,  too  late,  indeed,  ever  to  take  a  distingnlsbed  part  in  his  generation  as  a 
medical  pbilosopher.  The  importance  of  natural  science  is  now  recognised  in  onr 
great  public  schools  and  universities,  and  it  is  becoming  regularly  taught  as  a 
branch  of  general  education. 

"Tbe  discoveries  in  science  by  tbe  medical  pbilosopher,  are  so  nomerons  and 
so  importsut,  that  we  may  point  with  pride  to  their  pnbliesUon  ie  tbe  trans- 
actions of  all  tbe  learned  bodies  throogbout  the  world.  Of  the  multitude  of  booest 
workers  who  annually  bring  the  resolle  of  their  labors  before  tbe  British  A.sm>ci»- 
tion  for  the  advancement  of  science,  one-filth,  and  sometimes  one-fonrth  of  tbe 
total  amount  of  work  done,  is  by  the  medical  philosopher.  Those  who  lay  their 
(untribulions  before  this  learned  body,  form  a  fractional  part  only  of  the  number 
who  labor  Independently  of  its  fostering  influeuce.  There  is  something  peculiar 
in  the  character  of  the  medical  philosopher,  depending  upon  tbe  training  he  under- 
goes to  qualify  himself  to  practice  bis  profession  which  makes  him  superior  in  mind 
and  thought  to  all  claisee  of  mankind.  Bis  profession  is  the  int  in  raolc,  and  his 
vocation  is  tbe  noblest;  in  tbe  conscientions  physician  we  have  an  ,iIlnstMtion  of 
(he  true  christian,  who  goes  sbout  doing  good  without  parading  it  before  tki 

Thk  Dublin  Qdartzrlt  for  Ma;  contaioB  brief  "  Optnions  from 
Iriih  phyiician*  on  the  treatment  of  acute  rheumalitm."  We  select  two 
of  these  for  republication  j  the  first  being  from  Di.  Thos.  E.  Besttj, 
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and  th«  B«oond  from  Dr.  WiUikm  Stokes,  two  names  veil  known  by 
every  intelligent  American  physician. 

"HsTing  had  the  misfortune  to  bare  MBple  oppottnnit;  of  itndjing  rhennutie 
ftT«T  in  mj  owD  pcnoD,  I  tbink  I  am  in  •  poeition  to  offer  soDie  obwrratloiii  apon 
it.  U7  am  attack  was  la  the  jtu  1833,  the  ne»  in  1H26,  another  ia  18ZB,  tben 
in  1836,  ibe  next  in  1841,  folkiwed  by  aaotber  in  184S,  after  which  cane  one  in 
lefil,  and  tbe  last  was  in  ISU.  These  were  all  gnat  and  serloM  attaclii,  betides 
which  Dumeroiu  minor  ones  and  threatenini^e  occnrrod  in  the  interrali.  Tha 
«ailiei  attacks  were  all  acnle  rhrumatism,  and  as  years  crept  en  they  asiumad  tiia 
natoie  of  rheumatic  gout.  During  these  attacks  1  had  the  kind  care  and  attend- 
ance of  the  most  eminent  physicians  in  Dahlia,  and  once,  in  1836,  Dr.  Stock,  of 
Clifton,  took  charge  of  me.  It  can  be  imagined  that  In  toch  a  long  raageof  jeaif 
nod  passing  tbrongh  so  manj  able  hands,  a  varietj  of  tnatsieat  was  adopted,  bat 
sad  experience  compels  n«  to  taj  that  In  no  instance  did  medkine  appear  to  ha*e 
anj  effect  in  controlling  or  ehortening  the  disease.  1  was  ncTer  leas  thaBamoatb, 
often  two  Bonthi,  in  bed,  and  another  month  was  reqnired  to  enable  me  to  go  to 
work,  and  in  1B36  and  1864  I  was  six  months  disabled  by  cacb  attack.  I  had  the 
good  tDrtnoe  to  escape  anj  threatening  of  cardiac  disease.  When  the  attacks  wem 
orer  I  was  perfectly  free  from  all  disease  or  stiff  joiota^  and  I  am  now,  thank  Qod, 
as  well  as  any  man  ali*e.  The  treatment  was,  of  coarse  of  Tarioos  kinds.  Alka- 
lies and  colchicam  were  giren,  bat  I  don't  think  in  large  amonat,  aad  the  alkalies 
ccilaiDlj  not  as  largely  as  is  now  reoommended.  I  haTo  a  lively  horror  of  tlie 
nights  passed  in  the  beginning  of  each  attack.  A  state  af  Bemi-dellriam  when 
awake,  and  trighlfhl  dreama  in  broken  sleep,  to  be  succeeded  bj  profuse  acid  per- 
spiration, which  caused  an  indeacribabla  eihanition,  and  was  abominable  in  smell, 
noade  the  adrent  of  night  be  regarded  with  dread,  and  I  eagerlj  watched  the  Bist 
dawn  of  dayligbt  to  bare  the  window  shutters  thrown  open,  and  thus  put  an  end 
(o  what  bad  been  a  long  state  of  suffering  through  the  weary  hours  of  darkaees. 
As  joint  alter  joint  became  affected,  I  foand  tbe  greatest  relief  in  having  the  joint 
onrsloped  in  a  thick  layer  of  raw  cotton,  completely  coTered  by  oiled  silk.  This  at 
once  gave  ease  to  acute  pain,  and  generally  in  forty-eight  hours  that  joint  was 
well,  but  it  often  h^pened  that  the  pain  retamed  two  or  three  times  to  tbe  sasse 
joint.  I  liare  liad  at  tbasame  moment  ereryjointor  my  body,  inclndlng  the  joints 
ol  my  neck,  in  a  state  of  acuta  lufferiug.  I  constantly  observed,  when  any  of  tlis 
large  joints  were  affected,  sacb  as  the  knee,  shoulder,  or  elbow,  that  I  conld  localiie 
tbe  disease  to  one  of  tbe  small  articulations  connected  with  it.  Thus  in  the  knee 
I  conld  distinctly  discern  that  tbe  seat  of  the  disease  was  the  articulation  of  Ike 
Bbnla  with  the  tibia,  and  J  could  cover  tbe  whole  of  tbe  part  from  which  the  pain 
proceeded  with  tbe  point  of  my  finger.  And  )n  tbe  shoulder,  where  the  whole 
joint  appeared  to  be  suffering,  I  could  localiie  the  entire  mischief  to  tbe  janotion  of 
the  clavicle  with  the  acromion  process ;  and  in  the  elbow  the  joint  of  the  radius  with 
the  ulna  was  tbe  seat  of  tbe  disease.  Opiates  at  nfgbt  to  procure  sleep,  and  the 
cotton  and  oiled  silk  were  what  I  derived  most  benefit  fTom.  In  my  own  practice 
tbe  most  rapid  recoveries  I  bare  seen  in  young  persons  have  been  from  the  free  use 
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«r  ImtoBJaic^froiBOBs  to  twoooaMB of  which  wetegivea  ercTj  tUid  or  fouth 

Dr-  Stokes  writes  as  follows : 

"I  do  not  know  of  *ay  dlMue  Uutt  non  anmiatalceAblr  thowa  the  change  of 
qrpe  than  rbeuHMie  ferM.  It  wa*  ft  itrj  dilTefcnt  diteaw  thin;  or  thirt^-Gn 
jman  ago  tb«a  what  it  It  now.  It  wh  mari(«d  by  a  high  InttaumatoiT  ftttt,  a 
tarnlng  tkluj  a  bonndlag  and  reiiiting  pnba,  "  iBvUing  tb«  lancet,'*  Btroog  arttoa 
«r  the  heart,  inteiue  local  iirllatlon,  md  eitnBc  pain.  Onr  pnrtka  never  wm 
bleeding  on  the  coiip  rar  ooup  ijrstmn  of  Bonillud,  but  we  fomd  tliat  one  bleedhg 
In  the  eofly  perlodf  wm  well  borne,  aad  that  paUente  so  treated  made  better  tmi 
Bore  ipeedj  conTaleacencet  than  those  who  were  irat  bled.  Tbe  blood  was  alwafs 
bnlM  and  cupped  In  a  high  degree.  Local  bleeding  hj  leecfaes  was  practiced, 
following  the  arthritii  IVoni  joint  to  joint  with  a  moderate  namber  of  leeches. 
Vhen  Uie  internal  oigans  were  attirked  the  inflamsiation  wia  moat  acMe.  W<> 
have  bad  notbing  Uk«  It  for  yean. 

"The  whole  character  of  rbeataatic  tefcr  in  Dublin  for  many  j'enrs  bu  beta 
changed,  and,  as  regards  the  coostituUonsI  and  the  local  symptoms,  It  is  nainl;  tt 
m  asthenic  type.  Soms  of  the  cases,  atan  early  period,  have  a  tendcac7  to  p;reniia> 
They  show  pnmlent  sudamiaa,  fbebleness  of  circulation,  bed  sorea,  and  conmoolf 
exhibit  varioot  forms  of  anemic  mnnnor  la  the  heart  and  arterla  in  tbe  adyanced 
Mages.  The  convalcaoence  is  alow  and  nnsatisfactory,  and  in  many  of  tbem,  ctcb 
wilb  pericarditis,  mdi  vas  tbe  debility  of  the  heart,  that  wine  had  to  be  used  with 
fraadom.    It  often  removed  the  irregnlarity  of  tbe  pnlse. 

"  !  have  long  disbelieved  In  tbe  efBcacy  of  any  of  (he  proposed  specific  tieat- 
ments  Ibr  ncnte  rheumatism  or  rbeomatlc  ftver,  including  mercury,  opium  in  laifc 
4dMb,  bark,  colcblcnm,  alkalies  and  acids.  The  disease,  like  continued  fever,  will 
MB  its  course,  and  the  principles  of  treatment  are  the  same  in  both  caaaa.  Ife 
ne  to  support  tbe  strength  and  alleviate  pain,  and  employ  tonics  in  the  advanced 
•tages. 

"Some  of  the  most  protracted  convaleaosnceB  I  have  ever  see*  were  in  oasM  la 
which,  as  was  the  practice  long  ago,  the  patients  ware,  at  aa  early  polod,  broagW 
under  the  influence  of  mercury.  I  oooceive  tiwt  Dr.  Oull  and  his  eollesgae  bavs 
done  good  service  to  practloal  medicine  ift  briogiag  forward  obaarrations  on  tUs 
sottfeot." 

Dr.  Charles  A.  Cameron,  Iq  the  same  jonrnal,  speaks  highly  of 
the  ferric  iodate  u  %  Babstitate  for  iodide  of  iron,  the  objections  to 
the  lstt«T  being  it«  iHtability  and  its  intensely  disagreeable  taate, 
while  tbe  iodate  is  stable,  nearly  tB8t«lesB  and  does  not  stain  the  t«elk, 
and  oontaine  a  large  quantity  of  "condensed"  oxygen. 

H.  ALPHOitSB  Oderin  reported  to  tbe  Academy  m  oaae  of  pttmlmt 
infection  ewmj  bg  large  (foset  of  qutnine—two,  three  and  four  granmea 
a  day,  giving  details  of  disease  and  treatment.  Most  of  the  memben 
were  doubtful  as  to  the  efficacy  of  the  agent  in  such  cure. — Archiva 
Oiairak*,  June,  1869.  "^  '*  '*  'c<"- 
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PtTLSX  IM  Capillabieb  AND  TbIMB. — l)r.  H.  Quincke,  (Serft'ner 
Ktnwcfc*  irMfc«McA»T/i,  1868,  No.  34)  las  observed  that  a  capillary 
pnlse  may  be  seen  under  tbe  finger-naile  of  most  persona.  He  saya 
that  the  white  Innnla  of  the  nail  becomes  smaller  at  every  systole  of 
the  left  Tentticle.  The  phenomeDon  is  best  seen  when  the  hand  is 
raised  above  the  head  bo  as  to  diminish  the  blood  pressare  in  the 
band  and  thereby  exaggerate  the  difference  between  tbe  systolic  con- 
gestion and  diastolic  anaemia  which  takes  place  in  its  vessels.  This 
oapillary  palse  is  irell  marked  in  slight  forms  of  anaemia  and  chlorosis 
and  also  in  cases  of  aortic  insafficieDcy.  Qnincke  observed  a  venoas 
pulse  in  the  veins  on  the  back  of  his  hand  when  they  were  subjected 
to  a  high  temperature;  he  also  noticed  it  in  the  victims  of  aortic 
insnfficienoy.  It  was  present  in  the  veins  of  the  hand  of  a  woman 
who  bad  slight  hypertrophy  of  the  left  ventricle,  and  in  a  man  who, 
owing  to  a  fraotare  of  the  vertebra  and  injnry  of  the  spinal  cord  ap- 
peared to  have  palay  of  vaso-motor  nerves.— ~J(>uma2  of  AtMUtmy  a%3. 
Phytiology. 

M.  Depaol  presented  to  the  Aeadimie  de  Medecine  a  tumor  whicli 
be  had  recently  removed  from  the  posterior  and  inferior  portions  f 
the  tmnk,  the  coccygeal  region,  in  an  infant  two  days  old.  From  the 
characters  of  this  tumor,  io  which  were  found  bone,  muscle,  arteries, 
and  a  portion  of  intestine,  be  concluded  that  it  was  constituted  by  the 
rudiments  of  an  embryo;  it  was  then  a  case  of  pregnancy  par  inclu- 
■tOn,  indicating  an  ovum  primordially  diseased,  and  destined  to  produce 
two  individuals,  only  one  of  which  was  normally  developed.  U.  De* 
panl  stated  that  there  were  four  or  five  varieties  of  tumors  which  may 
be  found  in  the  same  situation.  First,  tumors  par  inclwion;  leeond, 
myelocytic  tumors;  third,  tumors  formerd  of^  embryoplastic  tissue; 
fourth,  from  dropsy  of  the  meninges  of  the  cord;  fifth,  from  hyper- 
trophy of  the  coccygeal  gland,  or  the  gland  of  Luschka. — Arehivei 
GtairaUt,  June,  1869. 


PiOF.  Aldbn  Maboh,  of  Albany,  died  on  the  19tb  of  last  montb, 
in  his  seven ty-fcnrtli  year.  Those  of  ns  who  met  him  at  New  Orleans 
last  May,  could  not  anticipate,  marking  his  vigorous  step  and  manly 
form,  greeted  with  his  generous  smile  and  the  hearty  grasp  of  his 
hand,  that  in  six  weeks  be  would  breathe  his  last.  It  is  now  about 
ten  years  Nnee  we  had  the  honor  of  first  making  hie  aoqnunt«Dce; 
and  our  fint  interview  was  in  one  of  those  oases  in  which  hia  opinion 
was  worth  that  of  any  surgeon  in  the  vrorld,  vis;  of  Up-joint  disean. 
We  fbel  ^t  his  death  Is  to  us  a  personal  loss;  but  this  is  a  minor 
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matter — it  U  a  Iom  to  medicine,  to  the  countr;  and  to  humanitj.  He 
was,  indeed,  a  noble  man;  the  crown  of  bis  profeBsional  greatnesB  and 
of  his  Doble  manhood  being  the  simple  faith  and  life  of  the  ohrislJaD. 

LiBBAlT  IfMDIOlL  DiFlBTMINT  UlIimaTTT  OF  LoniSTn,LS, 

May  27th,  1869. 

At  a  meetins  of  delegates  from  Medical  Collegea  for  the  purpose 
of  considering  the  qnestiou  of  fees,  irhich  was  held  this  day,  the  fol- 
lowing colleges  were  represented  by  delegate  or  letter,  vii : 

University  of  Nashville;  Shelby  Medical  College,  Nashville;  Mem- 
phis Medical  College;  St.  Lonis  Medical  College;  Humboldt  Medical 
College  of  St.  Lonis;  Roah  Medical  College  of  Chicago;  Chicago 
Medical  College;  Indiana  Medical  College  of  Indianapolis;  Miami 
Medical  College  of  Cincinnati ;  University  of  Louisville. 

On  notion,  Dr.  Bowling  was  elected  chairman,  and  Dr.  Bayless 
•eoretary  of  the  meeting.  After  a  prolonged  conference,  the  follow- 
ing preamble  and  resolutions  were  adopted : 

WaataA^  The  call  tot  •  couveoltoD  of  delegates  from  the  Usdical  Collegt*  of 
the  Wett,  for  the  parpoM  of  arrangiDg  a  anifona  scale  of  fees,  sent  bj  the  Pio> 
nit;  of  the  Uedical  Departmeat  of  the  Dnivergit;  of  LoaUviMe  to  the  Collegct  of 
NaihTllIe,  MempbiB,  Cincinaati,  Columbus,  Cleveland,  Detroit,  Chicago,  St,  Loaii, 
IndiaoapolU  and  Lonisville,  has  met  nith  a  cordial  responie  in  penon  or  bj  Ictto' 
from  a  m^orit;  of  said  Colleges,  and 

WviaiAS,  The  tkel  that  several  of  said  Colleges  have  issued  their  announoe- 
Dents  for  the  ensuing  sessioni  mikei  definite  action  at  present  impossible,  and 

Wbsbbis,  The  views  and  opinions  of  the  various  schools  at  given  bf  dele- 
galea  and  letters  differ  greatl;,  theielbre  b»  it 

Bfobfed,  That  it  is  the  hope  of  thlsConventJoa  thatanniform  scale  of  charges 
shall  be  adapted  b7  all  the  Hedtcsl  Colleges  of  our  country,  and  we  do  most  can- 
•■tl;  advise  such  a  scale  shall  b«  agreed  upon;  and  it  is  onr  belief  that  the  glotj 
and  osefhlness  of  the  profession  would  be  enhanced  hj  the  adoption  of  the  higliest 
rate  advised  bj  the  American  Hedical  Association. 

Stiolved,  It  is  not  less  to  be  bopedthat  all  the  Medical  Colleges  of  our  country 
would  fix  a  higher  standard  of  preliminary  and  medical  education  as  a  pre-reqnisite 
,   for  graduation. 

Seiolved,  That  the  Convention  request  all  the  Hedical  Colleg«s  in  the  United 
States  to  send  each  one  delegate  to  a  meeting  to  be  beld  In  Washington,  on  Hon- 
day,  Uaj  2nd,  18T0,  to  take  efficient  steps  toward  carrying  out  in  good  lailh  the 
recommendations  of  the  American  Uedical  Association  in  reference  to  medial  edu- 
cation, and  also  to  form  a  permanent  association  of  American  medical  teacben. 

Bttatvtd,  That  a  copy  of  these  proceedings  be  seat  to  all  the  medical  journal 
hi  the  conntry. 

Gio.  W.  Baylbss,  Seeretaty.  Wm.  Bowuno,  PreaidaU. 

The  editor  was  sick  while  a  considerable  portion  of  this  number 
was  passing  through  the  press.  Readan  will  please  receive  this  ex- 
planation of  several  typographical  errors,  whion,  howflTer  much  tfasj 
may  annoy  them,  annoy  him  ten  fold  more.  t    DOqIc 
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(Formerly,  " CiHOii(]<i.Ti  Jodbmal  cat  Mbdicinb.") 


Thni  It  «il]  be  teta  ihal  If  bud  hu  pu><oDi  vhlch  Impel  hla  (d  lb«  datrwUon  ot  m 
ha  be  the  odIt  aDliail  who,  deipliliig  hli  utnrmi  muDi  oC  ■.«>(!&  nd  deftDCS,  hu  derlHi 
mun*  of  dHlractlDD,  ha  ii  iIh  the  ddIt  ulnul  who  hu  the  daatn,  or  the  pinnr,  to  nHai 
BBflhilagi  ot  hla  ftlhiw  cIUhb,  and  In  whan  tha  c*4Ii>ta«e  oT  nuoB  and  haoaToltmM  ■ 
k  Donl  u  wall  u  an  lalallactaal  anpeiloiltj. — QnATa'  Olhicu.  Huicma. 


INDIANAPOLIS,  AUGUST,  1869. 


BARTON'S  OPERATION  FOR  BONY  ANCHYLOSIS  OF  KNEE- 
JOINT.  

BT  GEO.  0.  BLACKHAN,  H.  D., 
Prohaioc  of  Bnriaij  In  the  Hadlcal  Oollafa  oT  Ohio,  at«. 

During  a  recent  profeBsiooal  risit  to  Eaton,  0.,  my  friend  Dr.  A. 
H.  St«ven8,  had  the  kindness  to  show  me  %  yoong  gentleni&n  on  whom 
I  performed  the  aboTe  operation  in  April,  1861.  The  reenlt  has  been 
most  gratifying.  The  leg  is  very  slightly  flexed,  and  the  patient 
walks  with  a  gait  nearly  natural.  In  looking  ovet  the  records  of  the 
old  St.  John's  Hospital,  I  find  a  report  of  the  case  carefully  drawn 
up  by  Dr.  Thomas  Maomillan,  a  well-known  surgeon  of  the  regular 
army,  aod  who,  at  that  time,  was  one  of  the  resident  physicians  of  the 
institution.    We  copy  the  more  important  details  of  this  report: 

"Benjamin  F.  Stark,  Bt  twaotf,  tunan,  admitt*d  April  Igt,  ISQl.  Etevea 
jean  bid  cnt  bU  right  kaee  with  an  oie,  making  a  wound  seren  inches  long  and 
a  quarter  of  ao  inch  in  depth,  on  the  innei  side  of  the  knee.  This  woa  followed 
bj  great  inflammation,  and  when  it  sabsided  the  Joint  was  stiff  and  the  limb 
straight.  Some  months  afterwards  the  leg  began  gradoallj  to  become  flexed,  and 
finally  b«CBme  immorabi;  flxed  at  a  polat  which  left  tha  he*!  abont  tight  inckas 
froja  the  floor,  or  nearljat  a  right  angle.  Oa  tha  3d  of  April,  tha  patient  being 
follj  under  the  influence  of  chlorofbnn,  ProC  B.  atlempted  with  great  force,  but 
iiDiBCceetfiill?,  to  break  up  the  adhesieni.  In  this  ha  was  awiitwl  b;  Drs.  Triplar 
and  Foster.  On  the  6lb  of  April,  asaisted  by  the  same  gentlenten,  Prof.  B,  pro- 
ceeded to  perform  Barton's  operation  of  eisecting  a  wadge-tbaped  piece  of  bone. 
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A  MmilauT  iDcifioD  wu  mode  over  the  Ihint  part  ot  the  thigh,  commencinK 
■boat  two  ftod  i>n«>half  or  three  incbea  abore  the  coadyles.  The  wft  parts  were 
then  detached  and  reflected  eo  ■■  to  expose  the  bone.  The  saw  wh  now  applied 
10  as  t«  remoTe  a  wedge-shaped  piece  of  the  femur,  meastiTlDg  on  ila  anterior  sni- 
fitee  aboat  one  and  tbi«e-qiiart«n  ot  aaineh  iDeitenL  At  the  apex  of  tbe  wedgt^ 
OD  the  posterior  sarfece  the  bone  wm  Dot  completelj  dlrided,  a  few  lines  in  thick- 
ness haTing  been  left.  The  patella  being  rer;  prominent,  the  greater  portion  was 
TtmoTed.  The  bemhorrhage  was  reiy  trifling,  no  vewel  requiring  a  ligatoie. 
The  flap  haTing  been  replaced  and  secured  with  stitches,  the  limb  was  placed  in  a 
Uclntjre's  ipUnt,  the  angle  of  which  being  that  of  the  limb  before  the  operation. 
The  patient  rallied  well  from  the  operation,  and  the  followiiig  night  was  passed 
COmfortablj  nnder  the  influence  of  a  qoarter  of  grain  of  sulph.  morphia.  The 
neit  tDomlng  he  saffered  considerable  pain,  and  there  was  some  ooilng  of  Mood 
(torn  the  comers  of  the  wound,  which  vas  checked  b<r  the  application  of  cold. 
From  the  6th  to  the  13th  of  April  he  suffered  at  times  some  pain  in  the  limb, 
which,  howcTer,  was  soon  relieved  by  small  doses  of  morphia  and  mild  cathartics. 
On  the  I6th  tben  was  a  profuse  discbarge  of  pus  from  the  inner  angle  of  the- 
wonnd.  This  was  materiallj  diminished  by  the  IStb,  when  moderate  ektendoo 
was  made,  which  produced  considerable  uneasiness  along  the  lower  and  posterior 
portion  of  the  thigh.  This  soon  subsided,  and  from  daj  to  daj  gradual  extension 
was  continued.  Until  the  26th  of  the  month  patient  occasionally  suffered  trtaa 
twitching  of  tbe  limb,  which  seemed  to  be  bent  outward  at  the  point  of  operadon. 
Od  the  2Tth,  the  patient  being  under  tbe  influence  of  chloroform,  the  splint  wai 
temoTed  while  the  limb  was  straigbtened,  after  which  it  was  reapplied.  Hay 
nth,  a  piece  of  bone  of  irregular  shape,  and  about  an  inch  In  length,  was  re- 
mo*ed  from  tbe  onter  side  of  the  leg,  and  on  tbe  26th  a  second  piece  of  about  tbe 
same  site  was  extraclod.  From  this  time  tbe  healing  of  the  wound  was  rapl^ 
and,  as  on  the  1st  of  Jnly,  the  openings  were  all  dosed,  and  the  limb  peifectlj 
solid,  be  was  discharged  cnicd." 

Dr.  S.  W.  GroBahas  givea  in  the  American  Journal  of  the  Medical 
Sdencet  for  April,  1868,  a  summary  ot  the  cases  in  which  Barton's 
operation  for  osseoua  anchylosis  of  the  knee  has  heen  performed  since 
1835,  in  thirteen  oases,  the  result  in  two  being  fatal,  the  patients  dying 
of  hectic  irritation  and  exhanstion.  In  eight  cases  in  which  Barton's 
operation  was  modified  so  ae  to  remoTo  a  cnneifonn  piece  of  bone 
from  the  anchjiosed  joint,  as  practised  hy  Dr.  Onrdon  Back  in  1844, 
two  died  of  pyiemia.  As  is  well  known,  the  late  Prof.  Brainard  was 
the  first  to  propose  snb-cutaneons  drilling  and  fracture  of  the  femur 
as  a  substihite  for  Barton's  operation,  although  he  was  preceded  one 
year  in  its  execution  hy  Prof  Pancoast,  of  Philadelphia.  Prof.  Gross 
has  modified  Brainard's  operation,  drilling  the  osseons  bands  nntil 
they  are  sufficiently  weakened  to  yield  to  "forcible  maniul  extension," 
and  to  admit  of  fracture  of  the  andirided  portions  of  the  new  bone. 
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Piof.  (}ro8B'  first  operation  wu  in  1861,  and  the  drilling  was  applied 
to  break  down  tme  ancbylosie.  Prof.  Brainaid,  however,  did,  in  1859, 
appl;  Biib-cataneons  perforation  to  the  joint  iUelf  in  a  case  of  false 
anchylosb,  a  proceeding  characterized  bj  Dr.  S.  W.  Oroes  in  the  pa- 
per allndad  to,  as  "  bold  and  unwarrantable."  The  result  of  his  Opera- 
tion was  fortanate,'aB  it  was  in  the  five  cases  in  which  it  was  performed 
by  Prof  Gross. 

In  conclnaion,  we  can  not  do  better  than  to  quote  the  remarks  of 
Dr.  S.  W.  Gross  appended  in  his  detail  of  eases  which  occurred  in 
the  practice  of  his  father,  S.  D,  Gross: 

"In  thefint  cau,  the  man  wsaablp  to  be  aboat  on  cratchcBattbeend  of  tbree 
wenkB,  and  to  walk  withoat  artificial  aid  in  three  weeka  more.  In  the  ncond, 
crutches  were  nsed  at  ptedMlj  the  same  date,  bat  the  jonng  ladj  waa  unable  to 
more  about  without  their  assiatance  until  the  expiratioa  of  (bur  montba.  In  tlifl 
third  case,  the  patient  was  on  cmtcheB  in  fire  weeks,  and  walked  without  them  In 
ten  weeki;  and  la  the  fourth,  cmtchet  were  used  in  a  fortnight,  and  the  lad  dis- 
pensed with  them  entirely  in  teveu  weeks.  In  the  case  of  Dr.  Hanry,  date*  upon 
tbeM  points  are  wanting.  The  mean  dnration  of  confinement  in  bed  was,  there- 
fore, twentj-tbree  days,  and  the  average  length  of  time  at  which  the  patient  was 
able  to  walk  without  artiSdal  aid,  ten  weeks.  It  will  thus  be  perceived  that  the 
duration  of  treatment  was  no  longer  than  that  required  for  the  cure  of  a  simple 
fracture  of  the  thigh. 

"Subcutaneous  perforation  and  disrupUon  of  angular  ■jnoalosui  of  the  knee, 
for  the  relief  of  the  deformity  arising  from  it,  is  for  the  following  reasons,  recom* 
mended  ai  a  lubstltate  tor  all  other  operations : — 

"  1.  Being  a  subcntaneoas  procedure,  it  ie,  on  that  account,  far  less  haiardaui 
than  the  operations  of  Barton  and  Buck,  which  are  a  epeciei  of  compound  flaclure, 
•nd,  therefore,  liable  to  all  the  dangers  and  accidents  which  attend  that  Injaiy. 

" :.  The  ibortenlng  la  tar  leit  than  that  reanltlng  ftom  any  of  the  other 
melbods  of  cure,  this,  indeed,  being  entirely  dependent  upon  the  pleasure  of  the 
anrgeon.  Shortening  of  one  inch  Is,  however  advised,  since  it  renden  locomotion 
less  awkward. 

"  3.  It  occasioni  no  unsightly  deformity  at  the  knee  Itself^  beyond  flexion  at 
a  very  slight  angle.  Both  Br^nard's  and  Barton's  operations,  more  particularly 
the  latter,  are  attended  with  an  ugly  deformity,  from  the  knee  being  rendered  nn> 
usually  promJnent  by  bending  the  limb  at  the  point  of  ftactnre  of  the  femor.  JlU 
though  Buck's  procedure  leaves  a  more  aymmatrioal  llmh  than  either  of  these 
method*,  this  advantage  is  counterbalanced  bj  the  protracted  sufferings,  undue 
shortening,  and  greater  mortality  Teanlting  tioa  it. 

"  4.  The  duration  of  treatment  is  much  shorter,  thereby  sul^ecting  the  pa- 
tients to  less  inconvenience  and  annoyance  ttom  prolonged  confinement  in  the  re- 
cumbent potture. 

<'6.  Theotjectof  the  operation  being  to  break  down  and  weaken  the  osseous 
band*  in  sucfa  a  manner  as  to  pennit  them  to  be  fractured  with  a  modafata  degtai 
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of  force,  Um  poplitul  aitny  it  lot  endisgcred.  Ih  one  of  tbe  caKs  b;  the  netboA 
oTBaiton,  the  fenontl  arterj  had  to  be  takeonp  tbe  ihirtecBtb  day,  on  soceant  of 
bleeding  from  tbe  popliteal,  which  bad  been  injured  bj  a  abaip  VO"*  of  boa*. 

"Tbe  reporter  ba*  tbas  referred  to  twcntj-ui  casei,  and  girea  the  detaila  of 
bar,  of  sjnogtoeis  of  tbe  knee  at  a  fanltf  aagl^  relieTcd  hj  ■iirgical  interference. 
Four  oulj  of  the  entire  tbirtj  irere  fotal,  therebj  afFordisg  a  mortalitj  of  13.39 
per  cent,  and  abowiDg,  contmrj'  to  tbe  Mmitictm  ot  eotoe  emioetit  rargicoBS,  that 
(Dcb  a  coadition  is  rewediable  without  great  riik  to  life.  When  It  1*  lenes- 
bered  tbat  angular  osseoni  aachylotia  1b  alwajs  awkward  and  aDBoriog,  and  ren- 
der! the  limb  ueleae  aiid  ofUn  so  tusch  of  an  encnmbrance  aa  lo  demand  froH 
the  patient  a  so-called  '-ampotation  de  complaigaice,"'  than  which  no  operation  i» 
more  lethal,  tbii  deatb>rate  can  not  be  considered  excessive. 

■"Of  tlteselhirtjoperalioDB,  thirteen  were  perbcmed after  the  method  of  BartoBf 
of  which  tw(^  or  I3.&B  per  cenl^  were  mortal;  eight  were  psactised  after  Ac 
tsethod  of  Back,  and  of  these  twO;  or  twentj-EiTe  per  c«kt,  etried  in  death ;  fbor 
were  of  tbe  natnre  derised  bj  Brainard,  all  of  which  were  gntcewei ;  and  fire  wei« 
after  the  method  described  in  this  paper,  all  of  which  likewb*  recorend.  Tb* 
firtt  twentj-one,  partaking,  as  thej  did,  of  the  nalnn  of  compomd  fiactuea,  alokr 
liimishsd  the  mortality,  thereby  air«tdlag  addilional  aTidence  of  tha  nperlorilf 
and  comparatlTe  inuacooaness  of  snbcvtaneons  opcratlDns." 


ARTIFICIAL  HIP-JOINT. 

BT  A.  J.  lEWIN,  M.  D.,  FORT  WATRZy  IltDIANA. 
B«port*d  bj  Da.  Brama. 

Th«  subject,  Miaa  .Mnrphey,  of  LsGro,  IndianK,  nged  flersn  yeai^ 
liad  morbtts  coxtuins  of  the  left  hip,  Thieb  commeieed  eariy  in  1864. 
Had  constantly  dieohai^ed  piu  and  bone  spionla  until  December,  1B66, 
at  which  time,  nnder  the  care  of  Dr.  Tobe;,  the  einiia  healed,  leaTing 
the  limb  lo  greatljr  contracted  as  to  bring  tbe  thi^  in  contact  with 
the  abdomen,  in  which  position  it  was  finnlji  held  b;  bo&;  auobylosi* 
of  the  joint. 

For  the  correction  of  this  distresung  deformitj,  Dr,  Erwin,  of 
Fort  Wayne,  was  consulted,  who  operated  in  Noveaber,  1867,  Dn. 
Tobey  and  Wright  assisting.  The  patient  was  aiueethetised,  and  ex- 
teuBion  made  with  considerable  force,  evincing  a  strong  bony  nnion, 
which  conid  not  be  broken  np.  Two  iueisionH  were  made,  bringing  to 
view  the  posterior  sarface  of  the  great  trochanter  at  its  ouion  with 
tiie  neck  and  shaft  of  the  femur,  flrom  wbieh  be  exoiaed  trsneversely 
»n  obtuse  section  of  the  bone  witiiovt  severing  it*  anterior  avrfiioaf 
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which  thtD  Begnent  was  retained  to  secure  tlie  sectjcns  in  apposition  un- 
til  plutic  aaian  should  occur.  The  wonnd  haring  been  thoronghly 
«leaDsed,  Uie  limb  was  easily  extended  to  its  proper  position  witboat 
the  diviskin  of  tendons.  The  soft  parte  were  closed  by  entnres  and 
adhesive  strape,  and  the  patient  put  to  bed  on  a  solid  mattrass,  with  a 
weight  suspended  to  the  limb  to  keep  it  extended,  without  the  assist- 
ance of  splint  or  other  apparatos.  Cold-water  dressings  were  freely 
applied,  and  pain  relieved  by  means  of  opiates. 

The  wonnd  healed  mostly  by  first  intentdon,  and  was  entirely  closed 
by  the  third  week.  On  the  twentieth  day  after  the  operation,  antero- 
posterior motion  of  about  eight  inches  at  the  knee  was  made  and  con- 
tinued ODce  daily  until  Ute  patient  waa  able  to  move  the  limb,  which 
prevented  the  tendiuoaa  connection  from  OBsiffing,  forming  a  new  ar- 
tionlation  on  the  plan  of  the  original  joint,  which  appears  to  equal  its 
predecessor  in  strength,  symmetry  and  adaptation.  Six  weeks  from 
the  operation  she  walked  by  the  aid  of  cratches.  Six  months  later, 
«he  abandoned  orutohes  and  eane,  with  fair  ue  of  the  new  joint,  which 
has  since  so  much  improved  that,  although  one  inch  short,  no  differ- 
«nce  can  be  reoogniaed  in  the  contour  or  action  of  her  limbs.  She 
runs  as  ftst  and  plays  as  actively  as  girls  of  her  age,  without  pain> 
inconvenience  «r  Hmping. 


THE  TRUE  AND  THE   FALSE   IN   THE  PROFESSION  OF 
MEDICINE.  

BT  Da.  W1L80M  HOBBS,  CAKTHAQX,  INMAMA. 

ir  a^ll  HHlon,  1S9», 


,  Scienoe  is  a  term  used  to  designate  a  collection  of  the  general 
ftrinciples  and  leading  truths' relating  to  a  subject,  systematically  ar- 
ranged and  classified. 

Truth  is  divine,  and  might  exist  were  there  ne  human  intelligence 
to  perceive  it;  but  it  must  be  collected  and  arranged  before  it  can  be 
•called  a  science.  There  was  a  period  in  human  history  when  "the 
general  principles  and  leading  truths"  relating  to  all  knowledge 
were  unknown — when  the  several  sciences  were  unborn.  God  and 
Nature  had  done  their  work,  but  labor  and  thought  had  yet  to  begin. 
When  our  fathers  began  their  search  for  knowledge,  they  found,  «• 
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we  do,  trDth  and  error  strangely  mixed,  and  their  aotatored  thouglit 
too  often  had  not  the  visdom  to  dietingnish  the  one  from  the  other. 
Their  means  of  demonstration  were  so  ancertain,  and  their  plana  of  in- 
quiry BO  ioeffioient,  that  their  coneloeions  were  generall;  fall  of  error. 
The  more  ancient  sciences  have  had  a  perilona  voyage  thioogh  super- 
stitton  and  ignorance — each  sncceeding  age  has  sifted  oat  a  little  error, 
and  added  its  stock  of  precioas  truth.  The  nineteenth  centaiy  has 
received  these  treasures  of  knowledge,  a  rich  legacy  ttom  the  dead 
sgea,  and  with  an  amount  of  educated  mind  which  the  world  never 
before  possessed,  and  new  means  of  iuqniry  and  demonstration,  we  may 
now  reasonably  hope  that  hereafter  little  will  he  enrolled  upon  the 
records  of  science  which  truth  does  not  acknowledge. 

We  have  gained  the  accumalated  fVcts  which  constitute  the  sci- 
ence of  medicine  by  methods  of  inquiry  and  analysis  similar  to  those 
which  have  established  the  laws  of  mechanical  philosophy.  Our  un- 
fortunate race,  since  our  first  parents  were  ejected  from  the  garden  of 
Eden,  have  ever  been  the  victims  of  disease  and  accident.  Mother 
Eve  opened  Pandora's  box  npon  as,  and  the  countless  ills  have  bees 
bnsy  from  that  day  to  this.  True  to  the  nartural  instincts,  a  way  was 
early  sought  by  onr  ancestors  to  bind  .up  the  wounded,  heal  the  aJck 
and  smooth  the  dying  pillow.  These  are  offices  alike  dictated  by  Di- 
vine command  and  the  necessities  of  our  common  nature.  Philan- 
thropy could  labor  in  no  wider  field,  nor  desire  a  richer  reward. 

The  historical  records  which  we  possess  respecting  the  progress  of 
practical  medicine  are  scanty  and  ancertain.  The  writers  who  have 
investigated  tfiis  point  with  the  greatest  learning  and  assiduity,  inform 
JUS  that  Egypt  was  the  oountry  in  which  the  art  of  medicine,  as  well 
as  all  other  arts  of  civilized  society,  was  first  caltivated  wiUi  any  de- 
gree of  success.  From  some  remarks  which  are  incidentally  made  in 
the  Mosaic  writings  respecting  the  teaming  of  the  Egyptian  priests,  it 
would  appear  that  it  consisted  in  a  great  measure  of  the  employment 
of  magical  incantations,  and  bo  far,  therefore,  as  it  effected  a  cure  of 
disease,  it  must  hare  operated  through  the  medium  of  the  ima^nation. 
This  has  been,  id  all  ages,  the  first  step  in  the  art  of  medicine,  if  such 
it  may  be  called,  and  its  efficacy  mast  have  been  in  exact  proportion 
to  the  superstition  and  ignorance  of  the  people  upon  whom  it  waa  prao- 
ticed. 

We  can  scarcely  be  said  to  have  had  a  science  of  medicine  up  t« 
the  time  of  Hippocrates.  He  is  justly  considered  the  father  of  medi- 
cine, end  many  of  the  doctrines  which  he  tai^ht  and -the  ol^t  of 
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medication  which  lie  praotioed,  have  withstood  the  teat  of  ages,  and 
will  ever  keep  his  name  in  remembrance.  The  impetus  thna  given  to 
tiiis  noble  science,  so  ancient  in  origin,  so  beneficent  in  mission,  it  grew 
with  ages,  and  its  history  now  enrolls  the  names  of  many  of  the  great- 
est thinkers  and  benefaotors  of  onr  race.  No  other  science  bears  npon 
its  banner  the  names  of  such  a  host  of  worthies — no  other  has  grown 
from  closer  observation,  deeper  research,  or  more  extensive  or  varied 
experiment. 

The  motto  in  this  science  has  ever  been  the  apostolic  one :  "ProTO 
all  things,  and  hold  fast  to  that  which  is  good."  Every  accepted 
principle  has  been  tried  in  the  retort  and  oraoible,  and  weighed  in 
the  balance.  All  the  collateral  sciences  have  lent  their  aid  in  the 
discnssion  of  questions  arising  oat  of  the  nature  of  disease  and  its 
proper  treatment.  The  earth,  the  air  and  the  ocean  have  bees  ran- 
saoked  for  remedies,  each  of  which  when  presented,  h#s  been  exam- 
ined by  all  the  force  of  intellect  and  all  the  accumulated  knowledge 
vrhich  the  world  possessed.  There  is  scarcely  a  disease  which  human 
flesh  is  heir  to,  upon  which  volumes  have  not  been  written,  and  upon 
many  whole  libraries  have  been  written.  There  is  not  a  standard 
plan  of  medical  practice  which  has  not  endured  as  close  research,  aa 
deep  investigation,  as  any  method  in  auy  science.  There  is  not  an 
nocepted  remedy  in  onr  Materia  Medica,  that  has  not  been  turned  and 
turned  again,  observed  and  reobserved — its  effects  in  every  possible 
direction  noted,  under  every  variety  of  circumstances — in  every  quar- 
ter of  the  globe — npon  all  races  of  men— on  many  of  the  inferior 
animals,  and  the  oonoluaious  drawn  and  recorded  tor  the  benefit  of  ear 
race. 

At  an  early  period  in  the  history  of  the  science  of  medicine,  it 
was  divided  into  different  departments  of  knowledge,  each  of  which 
is  but  a  part  or  parcel  of  this  great  fund  of  truth  which  constitutes 
it.  It  has  been  thns  arranged  to  facilitate  study  and  investigation, 
and  combined  they  constitnte  one  harmonions  whole,  which  would  be 
iuGomptete  with  the  loss  of  any  of  the  parts.  These  sister  olassei 
have  grown  up  from  the  same  and  ootemporaneous  research,  the  sep- 
parate  truths  developed  by  equally  correct  modes  of  observation,  and 
the  principles  established  by  the  same  exact  rules  of  evidence.  All 
ages  have  contributed  a  stock  to  this  common  fund — all  nations  have 
brought  their  tribute  of  truth,  and  poured  it  into  this  treasury  of 
knowledge.  It  is  still  in  its  youth,  with  many  faults  which  other 
years  may  correct,  but  fot  that  reason  not  less  a  science.         .  , 
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There  otn  be  bat  aae  uience  reUtiiig  to  a  umple  class  of  kiMnrl* 
edge.  Ab  there  is  but  one  eoienee  of  ehemistrj,  or  geology,  or  math* 
eBAtJea,  so  there  u  but  one  science  of  medieine.  The  fSud  of  knowl- 
edge trilratar;  to  the  hekling  art,  sifted  ^ovgh  Biz  thouand  ye«n» 
bonght  with  naore  brains  than  an;  other  icienoe,  k  the  eeienoe  of  ued* 
ioine — the  one  and  only  eeienoe  of  medicine — none  of  the  imu  and  pati- 
iet  which  empirics  have  sought  to  impose  npon  the  crednlit;  of  the 
unsuspecting,  but  the  tme  eclecticism  of  the  regular  school,  the  lieh 
inheritance  which  onr  fathers  bequeaUied  as,  and  which,  as  v<irthy 
ions,  it  is  our  dnty  to  improTe,  honor  and  defend. 

Medicine  is  not  sn  exact  science.  Much  of  the  knowledge  whiA 
it  accepts  is  not  snsoeptible  of  that  absolute  and  positive  deft^nstra- 
tien  which  would  be  desirable,  and  which  is  attainable  in  mathematies 
and  meobanieal  philosophy.  This  difference  does  not  arise  irom  ■ 
lack  of  unifovaity  in  the  laws  of  nature  as  they  apply  to  the  animal 
economy,  but  fh)m  the  incompleteness  and  uncertainty  of  our  knowl- 
edge of  thorn. 

The  animal  is  a  wonderfVil  mechanism — an  aggregation  of  nnmerons 
parte  with  certain  inter-dependencies  in  health  and  in  disease.  Within 
certain  limits  injury  or  diHaBO  of  any  of  these  many  parts  will  disor- 
der odieT  parts,  or  the  whole  organism.  Besides  this,  each  of  these 
parts,  as  well  as  the  whole  iVame,  bears  a  eertain  lelation  to  the  world 
in  which  U  is  placed  and  all  oljects  arouMl  it. 

When  utiliied  by  the  H/e  prlnei^le,  it  performs  the  work  of  a 
great  chemical  laboratory,  many  of  whose  proeesees,  with  onr  present 
knowledge  of  physiology  and  chemistry,  are  inscrutable  to  the  hnmaa 
nnderstanding.  Add  to  this  the  fact  that  the  whole  machine  is  shut 
in  from  eye  and  sense,  eicept  the  external  surfaces  and  a  few  ap- 
proaches to  the  iuterior,  and  we  realiie  that  we  have  a  great  problem 
before  us,  with  ftw  certain  data  upon  which  to  begin  the  solution. 
No  other  science  labors  under  such  difficulties  to  a  similar  extent,  and 
henee  we  are  entitled  to  the  greater  honor  for  what  we  hare  aehicTed. 

The  eztensiTe  range  of  knowledge  embraced  in  the  soienoe  of 
medicine  can  not  be  caught  np  in  a  singh  day  or  a  single  year,  bnt 
diligent  and  protracted  etudy,  aasisted  by  all  the  imi^oTementB  in  the 
arte  of  instraotion,  are  reqiunte  to  fit  a  man  to  assume  the  respow- 
bilities  of  human  life.  To  honor  his  profession  and  benefit  his  raee, 
he  should  be  a  student  until  his  locks  are  siWered  at  the  bedside.  WiA 
such  endowments  he  goes  not  with  uncertain  thought  and  trembling 
hand  to  the  sick-bed,  distrusting  his  science  and  denying  bin  skiU, 
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Init  b(dd  io  honest  fUth  in  his  profesaion,  and  Btrong  in  the  oonsotons 
power  of  science,  he  lewiheB  forth  hia  hknd  to  euoeor  ind  to  save. 
He  stands  «t  the  bedude  a  man  and  «  philosopher,  and  acknowIedgeB  a 
responsibility  which  no  bribe  eau  betraj:.  He  feels  that  the  life  of  his 
patient  and  the  confidence  of  anxious  friends  are  divine  trusts,  and 
he  implores  the  lights  of  science  to  illame  and  ^Ide  bis  judgment. 

Snch  men,  and  such  only,  should  minister  at  the  bedside.  To  such 
men,  and  snob  only,  is  the  profassion  of  medicine  an  honest  one. 
Such  are  benefactors  to  the  country  and  race.  Their  ambition  is  not 
to  accumulate  wealth  by  pretending  to  that  which  they  do  not  believe, 
anj  practising  that  in  which  thcii  judgment  does  not  confide;  but  to 
secure  a  competence  by  an  hoaest  discharge  of  honest  duty,  and  live 
in  the  afi'ectious  of  men  by  devotion  to  truth  and  science. 

In  one  important  respect  medicine  differs  ftom  all  other  scieneea. 
Ite  use  as  a  science  is  restricted  to  the  maintenance  of  health  and  the 
treatment  of  disease.  Other  scienoes  are  more  extensive  in  their  use 
and  application. 

The  strnotnre  and  functions  of  the  complicated  organism  which  is 
so  "  fearfnlly  and  wonderfUly  made,"  with  the  conditions  of  its  health 
and  the  laws  of  its  diseased  action,  are  matters  which  students,  except 
of  medicine,  do  not  stop  to  examine.  Uany  a  man  has  calculated 
oalipan  who  did  not  know  the  Amotion  of  the  liver,  or  the  positjon  of 
his  own  heart.  Many  a  student  can  eonjogate  Qreek  verbs  or  demon- 
strate Euclid's  hecatomb  proposition,  who  can  not  explain  the  simplest 
phenomena  of  the  laws  of  life. 

This  ignorance  of  oniselves  is  so  deep  and  so  profound,  that  out 
of  the  pales  of  the  medical  profession,  where  men  look  in  npon  them- 
selves,  they  recoil  as  though  old  Baw-head  and  Bloody  Bones  was 
after  them.  It  is  surprising  with  what  trepidation  otherwise  well-in- 
formed persons  examine  a  skeleton.  Perhaps  not  one  nun  in  ten 
knows  how  many  bones  are  in  the  fore-ann,  and  hardly  as  many  are 
aware  of  the  meehanism  foy  which  the  animai  ftame  is  moved.  Not 
one  in  a  hundred  has  rational  notions  of  the  process  of  digestion. 
Of  the  nature  of  disease  and  its  toeatment  the  most  chimerical  and 
preposterous  notions  pieval  in  what  we  call  domestic  practice. 

The  knowledge  of  anatomy  and  hygiene,  and  the  elementary  prin- 
ciples upon  which  the  art  of  healing  is  based,  are  vrrongly  all  treaft- 
nred  np  in  the  medical  library,  while  they  shonld  be  taught  and  un- 
derstood by  all  classes  of  people.  The  want  of  knowledge  of  thit 
kind  among  our  common  people  opens  a  fatal  highway.         Ct.)t)<jlc 
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The  most  eitraVKgant  vagaries  which  the  cnpidi^  of  the  preteada 
can  incite  him  to  concoct,  can  be  palmed  apon  the  credolity  of  a  peo- 
ple who  have  no  standard  by  which  to  determine  the  truth  or  folkcj 
of  his  propositions.  So  small  is  the  stock  of  knowledge  relating  to 
disease  which  the  people  possess,  that  they  are  ill  prepared  to  jndgs 
of  the  qualifications  of  their  medical  attendants. 

While  medicine,  as  a  science,  has  been  pnreaing  the  even  tenor  of 
its  way,  system  after  system,  self-styled  reforms,  have  arisen,  flourished 
their  brief  day,  and  vaniahed,  to  gire  place  to  another.  It  is  but  a 
few  years  since  that  ignorant  pretender,  Dr.  Thompson,  revived  the 
dogma  that  beat  is  life — that  cold  is  death ;  that  the  principle  of  oeld 
triumphing  over  heat  or  life,  produces  disease  by  the  production  of 
canker,  which  can  only  be  prevented  by  reinforcing  the  life-principle 
or  heat,  by  artificial  heat  and  stimnlants.* 

The  practice  founded  npon  this  simple  theory,  consisted  in  hot 
emetics,  hot  injections,  the  hottest  kind  of  stimnlants,  varying  from 
the  first  to  the  thirtieth  degree  of  potency,  and  aided  by  steaming  hot 
sweats.  The  acme  of  science  and  skill  was  reached  when  the  patient 
had  been  taken  through  a  "courte  of  medieine"  which  consisted  in 
the  successive  degrees  of  stimulation  nntil  the  highest  point  had  been 
reached,  The  same  course  was  applied  for  all  sorts  of  diseases,  like 
OT  nnlike,  simple  and  severe,  and  if  the  patient  survived,  the  circum- 
stance was  paraded  as  a  wonderAiI  cure — if  he  was  killed  in  the  ope- 
ration, the  piooB  doctor  and  friends  thanked  God  that  he  died  "mcmi- 
dvm  arlem." 

By  this  heroic  practice  it  was  soon  diacoveied  that  the  patients 
were  disappearing  from  the  earth  as  fast  as  the  diseases,  and  had  it 
long  remained,  the  only  memorials  of  our  race  and  civiliiation,  scat- 
tered over  the  vast  solitudes  of  a  once  babiled  globe,  would  have  been 
human  bones,  old  boots,  clyster-pipes,  sweating  machines,  and  pack- 
ages of  red  pepper  and  lobelia. 

This  thing  was  not  done  in  a  corner — it  had  a  wide  range  of  pub- 
lic favor  all  over  the  country,  and  the  imposing  sign  of  "Steattt  Doc- 
tor" was  paraded  by  the  side  of  the  veritable  "M.  D."  The  demise 
of  this  arrant  heresy  left  a  void  in  the  mind  of  gaping  credulity  which 
was  at  once  filled  by  Hahneman's  system  of  Homoeopathy.  His  motto 
was  "$imila  tmilibut euranlw,"  or,  in  plain  English,  "the  hair  of  the 
hound  will  cure  the  wound."  Of  this  system  what  most  staggers  one's 
judgment  is  the  infinitesimal  smallness  of  the  doses,  and  the  assump- 
tion that  a  medicine  acquires  new  powers  by  shaking  the  bottie  which 
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eooUins  it.  A  f«w  examples  of  the  mode  of  preparing  hia  remedies 
will  show  how  gallible  the  human  mind  mnat  be  to  be  deoeived  by  saoh 
pretensions. 

One  grain  of  the  drag  used,  say  opinin,  is  dissolred  in  ninety -nine 
parte  of  alcohol — this  is  the  first  dilution — one  drop  of  this  is  now 
mixed  with  ninety-nine  other  parts  of  alcohol — this  is  the  second  dila- 
tion. This  process  is  repeated  thirty  times,  which  makes  the  thirtieth 
or  decillionth  dilution,  the  strength  generally  ased  by  these  praoli- 
tioners.  In  one  drop  of  this  mixture  there  is  one  decillionth  part  of 
ft  grain  of  opium,  which  will  medicate  three  handred  sugar  pellets. 
Hence  each  granule  will  contain  the  three  handred  decillionth  part  of 
a  grain  of  opium. 

The  Atlantic  ocean  is  a  considerable  body  of  water,  and  if  one 
grain  of  opiam  were  uniformly  mixed  with  its  entire  flaid,  we  might 
reasonably  conclude  that  the  drag  would  be  pretty  well  diluted,  suffi- 
oiently  so  at  least  as  not  to  be  suspected  of  producing  any  very  alarm- 
ing effects  if  a  sugar-pill  the  sise  of  a  mustard  seed  were  moistened  in 
it  and  administered  to  a  man  of  ordinary  oonstitution.  But  this  would 
be  a  very  highly  concentrated  dose  compared  to  the  thirtieth  dilution, 
which  would  be  the  one-three  hundredth  grain  of  opium  dissolved  in 
a  body  of  alcohol  one  hundred  and  forty  billion  times  larger  than  the 
whole  solid  contents  of  our  solar  system.  And  this  would  be  a  very 
alarmingly  concentrated  dose  compared  with  the  one  hundredth  dila- 
tion recommended  by  Dr.  Moore,  or  the  eight  hundredth  dilution  used 
with  great  success  by  Dr.  Bilby  of  Glasgow.  Surely  these  are  myth- 
ical remedies  adapted  solely  to  mythical  personages. 

Incredible  as  these  pretensions  appear,  and  you  will  bear  me  wit- 
ness that  I  have  represented  them  fairly  and  honestly,  Hom<eopathy 
is,  to-day,  the  most  popular  systam  of  quackery  ever  presented  to  the 
world.  What  is  stranger  still,  it  is  an  aristocratic  quackery — it  has 
imposed  itself  upon  many  otherwise  well  informed  people.  Packages 
of  these  pigmy  pellets  are  carried  in  satin  vest  pockets  and  gold  flos* 
sed  satchels,  and  the  mythical  pills  tickle  the  throats  of  "gentlemen 
and  ladies." 

In  this  connection  we  will  also  notice  Eclecticism,  another  modern 
system,  an  off-shoot  of  Thompsonianism,  more  rational  in  theory  and 
praotice,  but  partaking  of  the  general  character  of  the  parent  stock. 
Dr.  Beach,  of  Ciooinnati,  thinking  too  much  Sre  a  little  dangerous^ 
with  his  pepper  and  lobelia  mixed  up  most  of  our  vegetable  drngs^ 
and  called  upon  Dr.  Buchanan  to  magnetiie  the  compound.  /  Manx  «t. 
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onr  most  eflfeetire  remedies  he  left  out  of  bis  "Ut,"  and  with  respect 
to  them  he  endoned  the  teaching  of  Dr.  Thompson,  his  predecessor. 
He  then  wrote  a  book  and  set  out  with  it  to  Europe.  He  presented 
it  to  many  of  the  orowned  heads  of  the  Old  World,  who  of  cooim 
■re  all  medical  philosophers,  and  from  them  receiTcd  gold  medals  as 
tribntes  of  respect  for  his  learning  and  research.  These  glittering 
bonOTs,  of  course,  established  the  trnth  of  his  dootrtnea,  and  made  his 
remedies  doubly  oScacions.  Then  he  returned  home,  his  knees  trem- 
bling under  the  weight  of  his  new  honors,  and  got  out  a  eeoond  edi- 
tion of  his  hook,  which  of  course  contained  apon  its  first  p^es  lae- 
similes  of  his  royal  medals,  and  went "  in  cahoot"  with  Buchanan  &  Co. 
They  named  the  bastard  "Ecleetic  Medicine,"  and  opened  a  hall  in 
Cincinnati  to  exhibit  the  youth  in,  which  they  called  the  Eclectic 
Medical  Institute.  The  ill-formed  creature  for  awhile  laughed  and 
grow  fat;  the  doting  parents  stormed  and  scolded  at  everybody  who 
would  not  come  and  kiss  the  brat  and  call  it  handsome.  But  the 
sickly  thing,  inch  by  inch,  is  dwindling  away.  The  disconsolate 
ftiends  have  mesmerised  it,  steamed  it,  sweated  it,  puked  it  with  lobe- 
lia and  purged  it  with  pbdophyllin,  but  they  can  not  save  it. 

(Tr  U  ■■Mfcii  fa  Oa  Bffmiw  ■«■»«■.) 


SULPHITE  OF  SODA  IN  DIAKRH(BA. 

(The  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine  has  a  few  Secfiont,  the  meet- 
ings of  which  are  held  monthly,  and  the  special  subjects  of  each  sec- 
tion are  extensively  discussed. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  "Section  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women 
and  Children,"  held  last  May,  at  the  residence  of  its  President,  Dr. 
Mark  Blamenthall,  the  subject  under  consideration  was  Diairhtea,  and 
the  following  paper  was  presented  by  Dr.  John  H.  Griscom): 

The  natural  chemistry  of  physiology  is  of  course  understood  te  be 
the  trne  basis  of  corporeal  organization,  the  difference  of  the  numer- 
oos  animal  tissues  being  dependent  upon  their  varied  compositions. 
The  same  principle  is  also  applicable  to  the  numerous  secretory  func- 
tions, the  healthy  operations  of  each  being  dependent  upon  the  normal 
composition  of  the  materials  included  in  the  functional  operations. 
The  priTation  of  any  one  or  more  of  the  numerous  materials  devoted 
to  the  structure,  or  the  presence  of  some  other  abnormal  m*teria]& 
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necestarily  prodnceB  derangement  of  the  funetioKB,  which  we  da^oata 
diteaie.  One  of  the  most  frequent  Bouiees  of  oi^oio  and  fbDotional 
dietarbanceb,  and  of  tbe  privBtion  of  tbe  vigor  and  BovndnesB  of  many 
of  the  foDotions,  is  the  deficient  chemical  oomposition  of  Becretions,  or 
of  the  tiasnes  conoerned  therein,  freqaently  resnlting  in  abaormal 
tiiBues,  and  the  development  of  unnatural  aecretiona. 

The  irritation  and  diseased  condition  of  Tarioue  structures  ii  neces- 
■arily  tbe  eonsequenoe  thereof,  and  their  am«(Mlm«ti(f  depend  np«n 
the  ohemioal  eorrectloii  of  the  fluid  and  solid  tisanes.  DiseaseB  of  the 
akin,  sacb  as  fiimncleB,  carbonoles,  erysipelas,  nrtioaiia,  eeiema,  aod 
many  others,  are  almost  wholly  attribntable  to  the  chemical  derange- 
ment of  the  ntitriliout  tanguineoui  Jhtid.  Under  these  cironmBtanees, 
the  internal  stmctureB  being  deprived  to  a  certain  extent  of  tbe  conb- 
position  which  is  required  for  tba  perfect  operation  esaential  to  good 
health,  to  the  development  of  tissuBB  and  seorfltions  and  correotaasB  of 
fimoUons,  these  normal  operatiooB  being  thus  impaired,  tbe  materiala 
thereby  retained  are  submitted  to  tbe  high  temperature  of  the  organiia- 
tion,  and  necessarily  undergo  more  or  less  deoompoflitaon  and  fermenta- 
tion, thereby  giving  rise  to  abnormal  ohemioal  constitnenta,  whiefa  b«i^ 
innutritions  are  neoesBtrily  poisonous,  and  being  absorbed  into  the  cir- 
oalation,  give  bad  reBultn  in  very  nnmerons  modes,  thereby  eaoeing  a 
large  proporUon  of  well  known  complaints. 

It  is  therefore  a  great  desideratum  to  have  some  means  whereby 
the  decomposition  of  the  internal  matters  r^rred  to  may  be  preveatAd, 
and  the  vioiouH  influences  hereof  apon  other  tissnei  avoided,  even 
wheu  the  foul  snbBtanoes  have  been  absorbed  into  the  blood. 

Many  other  diseases  are  also  well  known  to  result  fVom  the  absorp- 
tion into  the  cironlaticn  /rom  untAoitf,  of  certain  piMSOBoiiB  inflnenees, 
wbiob  thereby  oanse  derangements  very  often  fatal.  Of  this  elans  of 
disorders,  a  few  marked  illnstrations  are  scarlatina,  small-pox,  typhm 
fever,  yellow  fever,  cholera  and  syphilis,  wfaioh  are  the  resnlte  itt  tiw 
presence  in  tbe  circulating  flnid  af  eeriain  foreign  inflnenees  prodnotive 
of  deranged  cbemieo-physiolopc  powers.  The  applieability  of  some 
meauH  for  the  arrestatien  and  prevention  of  tbe  decompositiDn  of  tbe 
tiesnei  and  seoretious,  and  thereby  enabling  all  tiia  ibnetiooB  to  remain 
Bormal,  and  BBsistiog  tbem  to  perform  their  requisite  dwtiea,  is  of 
eonrse  of  great  importance,  and  it  in  one  of  Ae  most  happy  results  of 
the  intelligence  and  ftithftilnens  of  many  medical  praetitionOTs,  that 
several  articles  of  the  materia  meilea  have  prored  nsefal  for  said  pvr 
pose.     In  no  other  common  disorder  than  the  subject  of  tbisSeeUon'a 
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present  conrideratioi,  vii,  Diarrhwa,  is  tbe  upaoity  of  certain  arti- 
files  more  markedlj  laooessful,  altbongh  the  therapentio  influence  of 
the  articles  now  generally  employed  therefor  were  almost  wholly  acci- 
dentally discoTered,  not  being  based  npon  chemical  science. 

In  this  particular  disorder,  and  also  in  almost  all  others  derived 
from  lymotic  caosee,  it  is  a  tctj  felicitons  cironmstance  that  we  aie 
now  in  possession  of  a  means  for  the  arrestation  of  the  inflnence  of 
nearly  all  those  ahnormal  and  poieonons  inflnences.  The  antiseptic 
and  disinfectant  powen  of  several  chemical  materials,  by  their  appli- 
cation to  very  numerous  animal  and  vegetable  compounds  which  un- 
dergo decomposition  and  fermentation  when  exposed  to  the  atmosphere, 
and  especially  to  the  heat  of  dwellings,  and  the  high  temperature  <^ 
the  sun,  have  long  been  appreciated  and  used  for  the  purpose,  by  ex- 
ternal applicatious ;  and  of  these  antiseptio  properties  it  is  a  very 
happy  ciroumstanoe  that  there  are  some  materials  equally  useful  f<ir 
the  prevention  of  the  same  effects  in  the  interwr  of  the  human  organi- 
lation,  by  introduction  therein. 

Of  the  antiseptic  materials  long  known  as  valuable  upon  external 
use,  there  are  a  few  which  have  been  used  internally  for  very  numerous 
reasons,  and  found  equally  nsefnl  in  both  applications,  vis :  carbolic 
aoid,  pure  carbon,  sulphurous  acid,  and  nitrons  acid.  Of  the  fint 
named  article,  very  numerous  illustrations  of  its  hygienic  powers,  both 
in  surgical  and  other  occasions, have  been  reported;  but  of  the  snl- 
phnrona  acid,  its  long  and  well  known  antiseptic  property  has  been 
ascertained  to  be  remarkably  useftil  in  many  internal  diseases,  and  with 
that  my  own  experience  has  been  most  abundantly  and  happily  suc- 
eessfnl. 

In  every  caeo  of  disease  resulting  from  lymotio  causes,  which  has 
come  nndcr  my  care  and  responsibility  during  the  past  five  years,  also 
a  considerable  number  which  are  not  attributable  to  that  source,  the 
UM  of  this  peculiar  article  has,  without  an  exception,  proved  to  be 
hygienic  in  the  organisation,  not  only  suspending  the  Itanctional  dia- 
torbanoe,  but  also  restoring  the  normal  and  healthy  condition,  and 
thereby  removing  almost  all  symptoms  of  disease. 

In  nearly  all  the  disorders  heretofore  named,  and  also  in  dyspepua, 
cholera  in&ntun,  cholera  morbus,  diarrhosa,  dysentery  and  intermit- 
tent fever,  the  corrective,  influence  of  sulphurous  acid  has  manifested 
itielf  almost  invariably,  and  its  combination  with  the  other  therapeutie 
agents  which  have  been  the  basis  of  treatment  for  a  long  time,  has 
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greatlj  aided  them  therein,  though  in  most  iiiBtanceB  nature  has  proved 
fully  effective. 

The  Fonn  of  ftdDUDistration  of  this  remedy,  which  alone  I  have 
used,  is  that  of  the  Btt1phit«  of  soda,  which,  when  inserted  into  the 
digeative  organ,  very  probably  undergoes  decomposition,  and  thereby 
both  the  articles  of  ite  composition,  vii,  the  acid  and  the  alkali,  exert 
a  corrective  inflaence  upon  all  the  tissues  and  secretions  with  which 
they  come  in  contact. 

Of  th^  intermediate  ioflnence  of  this  article  upon  the  subject  of  ooi 
present  consideration  (diarrhoea),  I  have  very  recently  had  evideniteia 
two  cases,  one  a  child  two  years  of  age,  the  other  a  lady  oeorly  sixty. 
In  both  cases  a  single  dose  of  soda  snlphis,  in  the  former  five  graiiu, 
in  the  tatter  twenty-four  grains,  caused  immediate  suspension  of  the 
symptoms  and  a  complete  restoration  of  health  in  forty-eight  hours  by 
a  few  repetitions  of  it. 

In  another  recent  very  serious  case  of  typhoid  fever,  a  lady  thirty 
years  of  age,  which  I  saw  in  consultation  after  about  font  weeks  ill- 
ness, and  of  which  her  family  physician  had  asserted  certain  fatality, 
the  administration  of  this  article  by  my  direction  was  followed  with  a 
complete  restoration  of  health  in  a  fortnight. 

In  two  cases  of  soarlaUna  also,  this  spring,  equally  successful  re- 
snltfl  were  prodaced  in  a  very  short  time,  by  the  same  remedy  adminis- 
tered in  connection  with  febrifages  and  other  remedies  appropriate  to 
the  peculiar  symptoms  of  each  case. 


AN  ABSTRACT  OF  A  RKPORT  OP  SOME  CASES  OF  DIS- 
ENTERY,  TREATED  BY  LARGE  DOSES  OF  IPECAC, 
READ  BEFORE  THE  COLLEGE  OP  PHYSICIANS  AND 
SURGEONS,  LOUISVILLE,  KY. 

BT  DATID  W.  YANDBLL,  H.  D., 
Tarmul;  Proflwir  of  tha  Sdnce  Hd  rnotlca  of  IfedWBa,  VatTKrilr  ot  LOBlnllli,  Kj. 


The  three  methods  of  treating  dysentery  wMeh  for  some  yean 
past  have,  according  to  my  observatioii,  been  most  practised  by  phyai- 
oians  in  the  valley  of  the  Missiasippi,  are,  (1,)  by  opium,  (2,)  by  sa- 
lines, (3,)  by  quinine.    In  each  of  these  ths  auxiliary  measures  adop- 
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ted  ue,  in  the  main,  the  same.  The  parpoBe  of  the  preaent  report  ii 
to  eall  atteotioQ  to  the  snoceBsAil  use  of  large  doses  of  ipecac,  in  cer- 
tain casee  where  the  KMthoda  mentioned  above  had  failed. 

Case  I — T.  P.,  merchant,  tet.  30,  rohost,  temperate,  KtmI  two 
milea  from  the  oit;,  in  a  malarial  region.  In  July  and  Angnat  he 
bad  several  sharp  attacks  of  diarrfawa,  which,  during  their  conroe, 
wonld  sometimes  become  dysenteric,  bat  all  of  which  yielded  to  oil, 
opinm  or  quinine.  Between  the  9th  and  12th  of  September  he  lost 
two  young  children  with  dysentery.  They  were  treated  by  one  of  the 
most  eminent  of  the  Fellows  of  this  College.  I  saw  them  several 
times  in  oonsultation.  While  they  were  sick,  the  mother  had  a  vio- 
lent outbreak  of  the  dieeaee,  and  the  iather  bad  one  or  more  diarrlitKa 
or  dysenteric  diecbarges  daily.  The  mother  was  speedily  relieved  by 
oil,  opium  and  lead.  He,  himself,  took  no  medicine  until  the  13th, 
irtken,  unable  longer  to  be  vp,  he  got  oil,  opium,  lead  and  quinine. 
Two  days  after,  his  symptoms  being  no  better,  he  was  moved  to  the 
city,  at  which  time  (Sunday,  the  16th)  his  condition  was  as  fallows: 
Nausea,  insomnolency  and  general  disoomfort  ftom  the  opium;  skin 
hot  and  dry;  pulse,  one-hundred  and  twenty,  rather  Aill;  tongue  cov- 
ered with  a  whitish  iui.  Twelve  dysenteric  dgectione  in  the  preceding 
twenty-four  hours,  all  attended  by  tormina  and  tenesmus.  Slight  ten- 
dernese  under  pressure  in  the  left  iliao  fossa,  none  elsewhere;  much 
thirst;  some  appetite.  He  was  ordered  the  saline  treatment,  (Epson 
salte  and  morphine,)  poultices  on  the  abdomen;  laudanum  and  starch 
injections,  with  full  anodyne  at  bedtime;  milk  diet 

SevenUetUh—CoaAitiou  unchanged;  discharges  eighteen,  more  fluid 
and  less  bloody,  but  as  distressing;  pulse,  one  hundred  and  thir^; 
tongue  furred;  skin  hot;  directed  the  acid  treatment:  Dilate  aulphn- 
rie,  dilute  mariatie  acide,  and  deodorined  tinotuie  of  opium,  of  each 
flfteen  drops  every  two  or  thr«e  hoars.  To  have  mori^ia  hypoder- 
mically  at  night. 

IX<ihteenlh — No  improvement.  Ordered  him  to  be  cinchonited  by 
the  next  visit;  to  have  morphia  and  poultices  as  before. 

NtneteattK-^imeiumsa  decided;  pain,  tenderneae,  pulee,  tongue, 
skin,  d^ectiouB,  materially  the  same.  The  distiDguished  gentleman 
who  had  treated  the  mother  and  children  was  called  in  consnltetioe. 
The  patient  got  ohalk  mixture,  bismuth,  logwood  tinoture,  uid  injee- 
Uons  of  tannic  acid,  ioe  oold. 

TioentUlh — Slept  well;  ditcha^es,  nxteen,  nearly  all  containing 
blood ;  tongue  Anred  and  red  at  edges  and  tip ;  pnlae,  one  hundred 
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and  tventy-aix;  akin  kotj  teBderneBsioiliftofosniindimiatBlied;  great 
vesical  irritation;  thirst  considerable;  appetite  poor.  Oare  thirty 
grains  of  ipeeac.  at  ten  A.  ».,  (goardiog  it  by  the  hypodarmic  use  of 
morpbia) ;  continued  the  looal  treatment. 

Twientyfirtt — Slept  four  hours  after  the  ipecac.  On  waking,  bad 
two  large,  tbin  and  brown  dejacti<vis  in  qniok  saooessioo,  unaccompa- 
nied by  straining,  but  coDtainiog  a  trace  of  blood.  Has  had  nine 
other  fluid  actions  since,  without  blood.  Pnlse,  one  hundred  and  four- 
teen; tongue  less  furred;  skin  moist;  tenderness  less;  tormina  gone; 
patient  says  he  ie  much  more  comfortable;  some  appetite;  thirst  less. 
Repeated  ipecac,  and  morphia. 

Tteenty-ucond — Slept  yesterday  two  hours  after  taking  the  ipeoac. ; 
awoke,  and  had  one  thin,  fluid  action;  slept  an  hour,  then  bad  three 
thio  brown  dejections,  about  forty  minates  apart;  got  his  hypodermic 
dose  at  nine  p.  k.;  slept  till  midnight;  three  fluid  dejections  in  the 
succeeding  three  hours;  repeated  the  hypodermio;  slept  tbree  hours 
morci  had,  in  all,  seven  dejections,  all  thin  and  brown,  and  bat  one 
containing  any  blood;  feels  nicely;  relished  food;  says  he  is  stronger; 
poise,  one  hundred  and  thirty-two;  skin  pleasant:  tongue  coated,  bat 
less  red  at  edges;  ipecac,  twenty  grains;  the  hypodermic  injection 
every  six  hours. 

TioetUyihird — Slept  well  daring  day  and  night;  took  food  with  a 
relish;  feels  stronger;  discha^es,  thirteen,  only  one  oontaining  blood, 
the  remainder  showing  some  attempt  at  fecifioation;  pulse,  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty;  tongue  clean;  skin  soft;  ipecac,  ten  grains;  hypo- 
dermio injection. 

Tvitnty-fourthr—^Xt^t  well;  appetite  continues  good;  sayshe  is 
improving;  discharges,  eight,  seven  clearly  feoal,  one  with  blood; 
pnlse,  one  hundred  and  twenty;  tongue  less  coated;  skin  DXHst;  re- 
peated ipecac,  and  hypodermic  injection. 

Twentn-Jifih — Had  a  good  night;  took  food  freely;   disDharges, 
seven,  no  blood,  thin,  fceal,  brown,  yellow,  large ;  tongue,  clean,  moist;    - 
pnlse,  one  hundred  and  fonrteen ;  skin  moist;  gave  a  seropla  of  qainine 
in  three  doses;  omitt«d  ipecac.;  used  the  hypodermio  syringe. 

ncraty>«i[C(& — Slept;  feels  better;  is  hungry;  discharges,  seven; 
large,  loose,  brown ;  pulse,  one  bondred  and  twenty ;  skin  dry ;  tvngue 
furred;  ordered  flva  grains  of  tannin  every  two  honn  (ill  twenty  an 
taken;  oon tinned  morphia. 

Tifoentg-*eoe*th — Slept;  disohai^es,  fourteen, yelloirah  brows,  flseal, 
decidly  diarrbvio;   pulse,  one  hundred  and  eight;  tongue,  dijish; 
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skin,  soft,  pletunt ;  appetite,  good ;  ntrength  improred ;  to  b«Te  twenty 
graini  etch  of  Unnin  uti  qniaioe,  in  foar  doBCB,  three  hoiUB  apaiL 
and  logwood  and  ehalk  mixture. 

Ta>en(y-eiffhth — Had  a  good  nigbtj  looks  cheerfttl;  diEchArgesr 
fire,  thin  bntfeoulent;  toagae,  moist  and  white;  pulse,  one  ttundred 
Mid  eight;  skin  soft;  appetite  good;  .to  restrain  the  bowels  if  aeoessaiy 
by  rectal  injections,  and  to  have  no  other  medicine. 

Ttoen^-nintA  —  Had  an  nnintcrniptedly  good  night;  discharges, 
three,  one  of  well-moulded  fbces ;  pnlee,  one  handred  and  two ;  tongne. 
white,  moist;  skin  pleasant;  appetitegood;  directed  acids,  barks,  qui- 
nine and  a  general  line  of  tonics,  which  resulted  in  a  good  recovery. 

Cabb  II — Mrs.  B.,  married,  the  mother  ef  a  family.  Had  svffered 
for  three  weeks  with  a  slight  dysentery.  I  saw  her  first  the  day  that 
the  case  number  one  came  to  town.  Her  condition  was  materially  that 
of  Hr.  P.  Her  dejections  were  macoua,  bloody,  accompanied  by 
straining,  and  numbered  ftom  ten  to  twenty  in  the  twenty-four  honri. 
Sbh  got  the  same  treatment  given  to  cose  first,  to-wit:  Salines  on 
Sunday ;  acids  Monday ;  qninine  Tocsday ;  opiates  Wednesday ;  and  as- 
tringents Thursday;  and  all  these  diferent  methods  were  pushed  to 
the  full,  bat  withowt  benefit. 

Friday — She  had  ipecac.  At  this  time  her  pulse  was  one  hondnd 
and  thirty;  ttmgne  furred;  skin  hot;  discharges,  thirteen  in  the  pre- 
TiOUB  twenty-fooT  houra,  mwsoui,  bloody,  straining.  At  times  she 
wandered. 

Satvrday — Slept  some;  discharges,  ten,  three  eontained  a  small 
quantity  of  blood,  the  remaining  seven  were  brown,  thin,  showing  but 
little  mnous;  pulse  one  hiutdred  and  twenty;  tongue  inrred;  skin 
moist;  appetite,  none;  mind,  the  same;  had  twenty  grains  of  ipeoae., 
and  morphia  hypodenhieaUy. 

SuTuiay — Had  tolerable  sleep ;  lest  flighty ;  dieoharges,  aix,  brown, 
somewhat  fboat,  without  blood  or  muena,  or  stxaining;  she  is  better; 
ex|>ieaaian  good;  got  ipecac,  at  nine-Airty  A.  H.;  vomiting  at  ten; 
gave  chalk  mixtnre,  logwood,  bismsth,  and  creaaote  intanally. 

Mtmdaif — ^Best«d  qnietly  until  midnight,  when  she  vomited ;  had  a 
rigor  at  two  A,  M.;  beoame  again  delirious;  ezpreasion  bad;  eyes 
SMkea;  tongne  moist;  pidae,  one  bnndred  and  forty-fonr,  fteUe, 
qvtek-,  skin  cool.    Ordered  brandy,  f^nlne,  mnsk,  camphor,  beef  tea. 

Od»  o'clock,  p.  u. — Still  delirious ;  pulse,  one  knndred  and  for^- 
fotir,.  fcilng;  skin  moist,  cool ;  no  disDhargee  sinoe  Smday.    Stomach 
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r«(\iBed  all  medioinet;  featureB  became  ptnehed ;  Mok  gnduaUy,  and 
di«d  at  8  P.  M.     No  poat  mortem. 

Cabe  III — J.  G.,  at.  tliirty-four,  a  policeman,  of  t«mperat«  habits. 
Had  from  four  to  ten  djrseDteric  diichai^B  daily  for  nine  weeks.  He 
was  treated  by  three  Fellows  of  tbe  College — one  trusted  to  salines, 
another  gave  opium  and  astiingents,  while  the  third  used  birarath, 
Mtringenti,  poultioes,  injections,  &e.  I  saw  bim  in  consnltation,  and 
his  condition  was  ss  follows:  Expression  mhappy;  skin  dry;  pnlae, 
one  hundred;  tongue  l^rred,  white;  temperature  one  hundred;  ^pe- 
tite poor;  no  thirst;  slept  well  when  not  called  to  stool;  discharges, 
six  to  ten,  small,  mucous,  bloody,  accompanied  by  straining;  slight 
tenderness  over  the  a«o«nding  and  desoending  colon.  Ordered  thirty 
grains  of  ipecac.  Next  day  his  expression  was  more  oheecfnl,  skin 
pleasant;  tongue  clean;  pulse,  eighty-four;  temperature  ninety-eight ; 
some  appetite ;  no  tenderness  over  the  colon;  disohargea  four,  large, 
thin,  brown,  without  blood,  mucas  or  straining;  had  twenty  groins  sf 
ipecac,  that  night,  ten  grains  each  the  two  following  nights,  and  on  the 
fourth  day  reported  himself  well. 

Cane  IV — A  minister,  et.  forty-two;  bad  dysentery  for  two  days. 
The  disease  rousted  oil,  salts,  opium  and  quioiBe,  conjoined  wiUi  the 
local -and  hygienic  treatmBot  ohuI  in  such  oases,  and  wu  cured  in 
thirty-six  honre  by  two  doses  of  ipecac.,  one  of  thirty,  another  of 
twenty  grains. 

Cask  V — A  boy,  sat.  seven,  with  a  dysentery  for  six  daySj  iriiiek 
proved  rebellious  to  Crab  Orchard  salts,  opium,  lead  and  astringent 
injections,  waa  relieved  by  three  doaoE  of  ipecac,  of  five  grains  each. 

Cases  VI,  VII,  VIII,  XIX,  were  in  children,  aged  respectively,  two, 
four,  nine  and  eleven  years. 

In  the  first,  it  had  existed  one  day ;  had  resisted  salts  and  mor- 
phia, and  was  relieved  by  two  doses  of  ipecac. 

In  the  second,  the  child  had  been  sick  four  days;  it  had  grown 
worse  under  Hope's  nitric  aoid  mixture,  optun  and  salts.  Four  doaes 
of  ipecac,  relieved  it. 

The  third  case  had  suSered  for  thirteen  days.  Had  t^en  all  the 
imal  nmedies,  and  was  beUeved,  both  by  the  parents  and  Ae  physi- 
eiMi,  to  be  past  onre.  Bhe  was  on  the  chamber  every  fcw  rainntes. 
She  had  fever;  insatiable  thirst;  tenderness  over  the  whole  colon;  a 
r«d  and  fiirred  tongue;  no  appetite;  much  rerieal  irritation — alto- 
gather,  was  M  wretebed  as  she  well  could  be.  Five  porticms  of  ipecao. 
relieved  her — iron,  quinine,  good  food  and  time  cured  her. ,  .  , 
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The  foarth  mm  had  foT  tbree  dsys  ■  dysentery  which  paid  no 
'heed  to  the  aalinee  or  opium,  but  which  yielded  to  the  secood  doae  of 
ipecio. 

GAais  X  ta  XV,  are  bo  nearly  similar  that  a  report  of  one  may  be 
Uken  as  a  fair  ptctore  of  the  entire  group.  Three  of  them  were  seen 
in  oonanltAtion,  three  occarred  in  my  own  practice. 

A  German  woman,  tet.  thirty-one,  had  been  treated  for  a  week  for 
a  dysentery  of  a  more  than  usually  violent  character,  by  an  excellent 
practitioner.  She  looked  sick;  bad  extreme  tormina  and  teneemna; 
&om  twelve  to  thirty  small  dischai^s  in  twenty-four  honra;  pnlse, 
one  hundred  and  eight  in  the  forenoon,  rose  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty  in  the  afternoon;  temperature  one  hundred  to  one  hundred 
and  two;  skin  hot;  tongue  fiirred ;  thirst  great;  anorexia;  tenderness 
OTCT  the  desoeading  colon.  She  got  half  a  drachm  of  ipecac,  the  first 
day,  and  morphine  bypodermioally  at  night.  Three  other  doses  of 
ipeoae.,  of  twenty  grains  eaoh,  and  two  of  ten  grains,  completed  the 
sure.  Within  three  honrs  after  taking  the  first  portion,  the  dischargee 
lost,  in  the  main,  their  dysenteric  character,  and  begsn  to  diminish  in 
fi«quenoy.        ********** 

X  venture  to  think  that  the  hypodermic  administration  of  opinm  is 
a  better  mode  of  preparing  the  stomach  for  the  reception  of  ipecae. 
than  that  in  common  pracljee.  I  further  believe  that  peppermint 
water  is  a  better  vehicle  than  the  tincture  of  orange  peel  for  exhibit- 
ing the  powder. 

CASES  IN  OPHTHALMIC  PRACTICE. 

S.,  INDIANAPOLIS. 


roauoa  bout  i>  tas  iii  roa  iioann  tiab*. 
A  man,  aged  fifty  years,  applied  for  relief  March  13th,  1869. 
Eighteen  years  ago,  while  engaged  in  drilling,  a  smalt  chip  of  stone 
was  driven  into  the  lefl  eye,  and  oonld  not  be  removed.  After  enfer- 
ing  for  some  time,  he  recovered  tolerably  good  vision,  and  the  particle 
•f  stone  gave  him  no  trouble  until  three  years  ago,  when  repeated  at- 
tacks of  inflammation  soon  destroyed  all  usefulness  of  the  eye  and 
gave  him  intense  pain,  disturbing  his  rest  and  onfitting  him  for  work. 
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When  I  fint  bsv  the  patieDt,  he  presented  a  most  miserable  ap- 
pearance. There  was  loea  of  appetite,  wasting  of  flesh,  and  a  peca- 
liar  pinched  expression  of  the  month  and  left  side  of  the  face,  cansed 
hj  the  agoniiing  pain.  The  eyelids  were  very  red  and  swollen,  and 
from  the  palpebral  fisanre  bulged  forth  the  staphyloma  tons  cornea. 
There  was  also  a  scleral  staphyloma  about  three  lines  from  the  lower 
portion  of  the  cornea.  The  eye  and  its  appendages  were  intensely 
injected.  Treatment  to  anhdue  the  inflammation  with  a  view  to  extir- 
pate the  globe  was  nnsuccesaful,  although  continued  for  one  month. 
Slight  pressure  upon  the  scleral  staphyloma  greatly  increased  the  pain 
and  caused  a  desire  to  eject  the  contents  of  the  stomach.  At  this 
protrusion,  supposing  the  cause  of  the  trouble  might  he  there,  I  made 
an  incision  extending  a  quarter  of  an  inch  on  each  side  and  through 
the  sclerotic  prominence,  and  extracted  a  shriveled  and  oataraetous 
lens.  If  the  stone  was  at  the  pojnt  of  incision,  it  must  have  been 
expelled  by  the  sudden  gush  of  fluid,  as  it  could  not  be  found.  Al- 
thongh  the  patient  was  so  sensitive  to  pressure,  he  did  not  feel  the 
cutting  of  the  knife.  Perfect  relief  fVom  pain  followed  tbe  operation. 
The  globe  shrank  to  about  two-thirds  the  natural  size,  and  formed  a 
most  excellent  stump  for  an  artiflcial  eye,  which  I  introduced  on  the 
18th  of  May,  three  weeks  after  the  operation.  The  patient  has  won 
the  eye  comfortably  ever  since,  has  enjoyed  perfect  immunity  from 
pain,  and  has  gained  flesh  rapidly. 


A  woman  aged  about  eighty,  from  whose  left  eye  I  had  snccessfdlly 
extractfid  cataract,  was  desirous  of  having  an  operation  performed  ok 
the  right  eye. 

On  the  7th  of  June,  assisted  by  Dr.  Fletcher,  I  removed  the  oata- 
raot  by  the  modified  linear  method  of  extraction,  (sclerotic  section 
with  iridectomy).  Four  days  after  the  operation  the  patient  conid 
distingaie)!  objects.  Owing  to  the  difficulty  experienced  in  cutting 
the  conjunctiva  with  the  knife,  in  completing  the  section  through  that 
membrane,  I  prefer  using  the  knife  as  an  elevator  and  dividing  the 
conjunctiva  with  scissors. 

The  patient  is  at  present  writing  (July  20th},  having  good  use  of 
both  eyes  with  the  aid  of  suitable  glasses. 


■  BiLiinD  Bv  txTsacTiiia  a.  oiaiovs  tooth. 
A  young  woman,  tot.  twenty-five,  came  to  me  June  7th,  with  eir- 
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coDworibed  BcIerotitiB  kboat  Ae  inaertioa  of  the  external  rectos  moscle 
of  t^e  right  eye.  There  had  been  no  mechaoical  injnry  to  the  eye. 
Patient  was  experieDciog  no  other  diffioulty  save  a  Bevere  aching  of 
the  second  molar  tooth  on  the  same  side.  There  wag  profuse  lachry- 
matioB  <^  the  right  eye.  Treatment  prodaoed  bo  perceptible  good 
until  the  carious  tooth  was  eztrsoted,  when  the  inflammation  subsided 
as  if  by  magic. 


0\  THE  CAUSE  OF  THE  DIASTOLE  OF  THE  VENTRICLES 
■     OF  THE  HEART. 


The  existence  of  an  active  diastole  of  the  ventricles  of  the  heart 
fallowing  each  systole  has  been  long  reoogniied  by  physiologiBta,  and 
(here  have  been  sevenJ  explanations  given  of  the  pbenomenon;  but 
they  are  all  subject  to  grave  objections,  and  tVesh  methods  of  research 
have  overthrown  them  one  after  another. 

The  object  of  the  present  article  is  to  show  that  this  active  dias- 
tole is  mainly  dependent  on  the  turgescence  of  the  walls  of  the  heart, 
consequent  on  the  flow  of  blood  into  the  coronary  arteries  immedi- 
ately after  the  systol^- 

The  experiments  of  Vaust  in  1821,  together  with  the  known  ana- 
tomical arrangement  of  the  commeDeemeiit  of  the  aorta,  strongly  favor 
the  soppositiou  that  during  the  ventricular  syetol6  the  circulation  in 
the  walls  of  the  heart  ceases  on  account  of  the  close  relation  between 
the  segmenla  of  the  aortic  valve  and  the  orifices  of  the  coronary  arte- 
ries. 

Immediately  the  aortic  valve  is  olosed  the  impediment  to  the  flow 
of  blood  into  the  coronary  vessels  is  removed,  and  the  sudden  reple- 
tion thus  caused,  direoUy  after  the  eloaure  of  the  valve,  pnxjiices  an 
equally  sudden  turgescence  of  the  walla  of  tbe  ventricles,  the  auricles 
from  their  thinness  not  being  similarly  affected.  This  turgescence  of 
the  tissue  of  the  heart  produces  an  active  opening  out  of  the  cavities 
of  the  ventricles,  and  in  a  very  short  time  they  teaeh  their  maxinnm 
siie. 

The  following  experiment  supports  this  theory:  Take  a  sheep's 
heart  which  has  at  least  two  inches  of  the  aorta  left  on ;  attach  the  cnt 
end  of  the  aorta  to  a  pint  syringe  AiU  of  water  and  inject;  the  first 
effect  of  this  operation  is  the  closure  of  the  aortic  valve,  immediately 
after  which  water  enters  the  coronary  arteries,  the  ventricular  walls 
swell  and  the  cavities  of  tbe  ventricles  open  out  to  thetr  full  extent 
It  will  be  then  found  that  the  heart  is  teugh  and  not  easily  compressl-* 
ble,  and'if  it  be  cut  in  two  between  the  apex  and  the  base,  the  halves 
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ehew  tlie  OKYitJes  fully  dilated,  utd  they  Mmun  so  nntil  the  water  hu 
«soa|ied  from  the  eat  orifioea  of  the  TeBoeli.  The  ahorbiesB  of  the 
coronary  arteriea  aod  the  sudden  way  in  which  they  hreak  np  into 
mioate  ramiGcatiomi  faTora  the  rapid  targesc«iioe  of  the  heart  walis- 

If  this  theory  be  correct  it  follows  that  there  must  he  an  absorp- 
tive force  ezeroiBsd  in  both  the  TeDtrioIen  immediately  after  the  clo- 
Bure  of  the  aortic  valve,  and  Marey  found  that  to  he  the  case  when  he 
placed  in  either  ventricle  an  aoiponle  registering  negative  preaaareB 
only. 

The  relation  between  the  oardiograph  traces  from  the  ventricles 
And  aorta  thraw  so  mnoh  light  on  the  point  under  consideration  that 
a  detailed  description  of  them  will  not  do  out  of  place. 

The  diagram  is  taken  from  Marey'a  work  jh  la  CfiraUaiw*  du 
SoMtf,  p.  1S9. 


No  more  reference  will  be  here  made  to  the  systolic  than  is  ne- 
cessary to  explain  the  diastolic  movements. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  cardiac  systold,  the  pressure  which  contin- 
ues to  increase  in  the  ventricles  (v)  diminishes  in  the  aorta  (b),  be- 
cause then  the  latter  receives  less  blood  from  the-heart  than  it  trans- 
mite  to  the  capillaries. 

Afl«r  this;  it  is  considered  by  Marey  that  the  nndnlation  x  in  the 
npper  trace  corresponds  with  c  in  the  lower,  and  that  thev  are  both 
caused  by  the  closure  of  the  aortic  valve;  he  also  thinks  the  fall  be- 
tween X  and  z  in  the  npper  trace  to  be  due  to  the  relaxation  of  the 
ventricle,  and,  without  explaining  why,  states  that  at  that  moment  the  , 
pressure  falls  ordin^ilv  below  zero.  But  on  carefally  looking  at  hia 
own  diagram,  as  copied  above,  it  is  clearly  seen  that  tha  undulatuK  e 

:.,L.OOgW 


482  irnrxsM  jotrsifAL  or  hkdicink. 

in  the  oortio  slightly  precedes  x  in  the  ventricnlsr  tract,  and  this  t*- 
eether  with  the  remits  obtained  bj  ChKnrean,  b;  me«ne  of  his  com- 
bined haemftdromonieter  and  sphygmoscope,  and  oonfirmed  by  Lortet 
leads  me  to  donbt  the  correctness  of  Marey's  •xplanation  and  to  ad- 
Tance  the  followine : 

Dnring  the  main  ventricular  descent  the  avrtic  pcossore  iacreae«s 
(c),  probanly  from  the  riae  of  the  base  of  the  heart  afler  its  contrac- 
tion, jnat  as  at  the  commencement  of  the  systole  it  falls  (a)  from  the 
opposite  cause. 

When  all  contraction  has  ceased,  the  only  impediment  to  regurgi- 
tation f^om  the  arteries,  is  the  passiTe  reaiatance  ef  the  v«Dtricntar 
walls,  which  is  comparatively  slight;  bo  that  blood  flows  back  t«  the 
heart,  compreesing  tne  amponle  into  the  Tentriole  and  causing  the  ele- 
vation X  in  the  upper  trace,  while  it  necessarily  produces  a  sinuUr  d«- 
pression  in  the  lower  one. 

When  the  reflux  of  blood  has  become  sufficiently  rapid,  tbe  aortic 
Talve  closes,  and  in  so  doing  puts  an  abrupt  stop  to  the  Tentriculat 
rise  X.  Immediately  after  this  the  coroaary  repletion  and  consequent 
turgescence  commences,  as  shewn  above,  and  by  opening  out  the  cavi- 
ties of  the  entriclcB,  dimluiBhes  the  pressure  on  the  contained  ampoule, 
and  so  depresses  the  trace  below  zero. 

This  tendency  to  the  formation  of  a  vacuum,  together  with  th» 
associated  raising  of  the  base  of  the  heart,  causes  so  great  a  rush  of 
blood  from  the  auricles,  which  as  Mr.  Bryant  has  shown,  are  then 
quite  full,  Uiat  a  slight  undulation  is  produced  in  the  ventricnlsr 
trace  z. 

The  increase  in  bulk:  of  the  ventricular  walls,  consequent  on  tbe- 
ooronary  repletion,  takes  place  in  all  directions,  and  by  expanding  the 
whole  conioal  heart,  pushes  the  base  up  into  the  cavity  previously 
occupied  by  the  f^ll  auricles,  which  it  simultaneously  empties  by  the 
absorptive  force. 

This  theory  being  true,  the  heart  is  a  machine  in  which  simplicity 
of  action  and  economy  of  force  are  most  marked.  The  systolic  move- 
ments fill  the  reservoirs  which  are  to  feed  the  cavities  they  empty; 
and  all  the  diastolic  forces  are  expended  iu  active  preparation  for  the 
succeeding  systole-;  the  circulation  in  its  walls  besides  its  primary 
object,  even  aiding  its  meohanJcal  function. — Journal  of  Anatomy  and 
Phynology,  May,  1869. 


TI^EATMENT  OP  SUNSTROKE., 

(This  is  the  concluding  portion  of  a  lecture  on  Sunstroke,  deliv- 
ered by  Dr.  Q.  M.  Smith,  at  the  New  York  Hospital,  and  found  En  the 
Medical  Record,  July  l&th :) 

I  come  now  to'  speak  of  tha  treatment  of  sunstroke.  In  speak- 
ing of  the  therapeutics  I  must  recall  the  ordinary  varieties  of  the  dis- 
order.   The  milder  form,  or  that  of  ordinary  syncope,  is  to  be  treated^ 
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as  has  been  before  Btnted,  like  cases  of  faintnese :  tlie  ^rarer  form  of 
Bjocope,  or  tbnt  of  Buddea  and  profound  collapBe,  requires  the  imme- 
diate exhibition  of  restoratives.  The  nervous  system  has  been  over- 
vhelmed,  and  vital  action  has  almost  ceased.  The  means  suited  to 
telieve  such  a  conditioa  are  obvious. 

We  will  consider  the  treatment  of  a  more  typical  case.  What 
indications  are  there  to  guide  in  its  management?  Under  ordinary 
circnmstanceB  man  maintains  a  temperature  of  about  98°  F.  If  the 
weather  is  extremely  cold,  and  if,  by  reason  of  improper  food,  rai- 
ment, or  shelter,  he  IB  unable  to  generate  and  maintain  the  proper 
amount  of  heat,  his  body  becomes  cooled,  and  a  fall  in  temperature  of 
a  few  degrees  makes  him  lethargic.  When  in  this  condition  he  is 
readily  froien  to  death. 

Now  what  occasionally  happens  in  our  midst  during  the  intensely 
hot  weather?  The  same  vital  action  is  generating  in  man  a  uniform 
warmth.  Unsuitable  aliment,  and  clotbing,  conjoined  with  exposure 
to  an  unusually  heated  atmosphere  and  to  other  unfavorable  condi- 
tions, favor  an  undue  accumulation  of  heat  in  the  body.  The  indi- 
vidual falls  insensible,  the  thermometer  generally  indicating  that  his 
temperature  is  above  the  normal  standard. 

In  pyrexial  disorders,  wheo  the  temperature  is  high,  we  en- 
deavor to  lessen  its  intensity  by  bathing  the  forehead  and  by  the  in- 
ternal administration  of  water  and  renrigerating  draughts.  Such 
means  arc  grateful  to  and  are  desired  by  invalids. 

Patients  in  the  condition  before  indicated  are,  as  we  have  said, 
overheated,  and  it  seems  rational  to  attempt  to  reduce  tl^eir  tempera- 
tare.  They  are  insensible  and  can  not  swallow  cooling  drinks,  and 
we  should  therefore  apply  cold  to  the  head,  or,  what  is  better,  to  the 
titma,  and  further  even  to  the  neck  and  chest,  and  thus  expose  a  larger 
surface  in  which  the  blood  can  be  tempered. 

If  the  case  is  an  extreme  one,  and  the  temperature  is  very  high, 
it  may  be  well  to  atrip  off  all  the  clothing  and  sponge  the  entire  body 
with  cold  water,  or  to  use  the  sudden  cold  douche ;  and  if  these  means 
are  insufficient  to  cool  the  patient  and  to  rouse  him,  it  may  be  neoea- 
Bary  to  apply  ice  to  the  head  and  axillse,  and  to  rub  the  trunk  and  ex- 
tremities with  the  same  material. 

The  use  of  ice  in  such  cases  was  introduced  into  this  hospital  in 
18S7,  by  Dr.  B.  Darrach,  at  that  time  Resident  Physician.  In  the 
American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sdenea  for  January,  1859,  he  pub- 
lished a  report  of  four  cases  treated  in  this  manner;  three  recovered 
sad  one  died.  In  the  tifty-three  eases  to  which  I  have  alluded  ice  to 
the  entire  body  haB  scarcely  been  employed.  It  has  frequently  been 
applied  to  the  head,  but  for  general  cooling  it  Is  doubtless  saf^r  to  rely 
upon  sponging  and  the  douche. 

It  should  constantly  be  borne  in  mind  that  cold  is  a  most  pow- 
erful remedy.  These  patients  have  a  tendency  to  collapse,  and  if  in- 
tense cold  is  unoeceasarily  employed,  it  may  hasten  such  an  unforta- 
natfl  conditioa. 


Be  caroftel,  therefore,  to  suit  the  degree  of  the  coating  prpcess 
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tke  gravity  and  oondition  of  the  p&tient,  and  carefnlly  matching  the 
effect  of  treatmeDt,  cease  the  applicatione  at  the  earliest  pnctioble  mo- 
nieat.  Besort  is  not  to  be  had  to  the  ice  frictions  until  ia  is  foond 
th&t  cool  sponging  or  the  douohe  have  failed  to  reduce  the  tempera- 
bire  and  to  revive  to  partial  coneciDUBness. 

Some  patients  oome  into  our  hands  while  in  a  state  of  collapw, 
being  cadaverous  in  color  and  temperature.  It  would  obvionelj  be 
improper  to  employ  such  treatment  in  these  cases;  thej  have  passed 
the  stage  in  which  refrigerant  means  are  indicated,  and  now  require 
artificial  heat,  sinapims,  warm  frictions,  and  etimalating  enematA  to 
vestore  them. 

In  many  cases  in  which  the  cooling  process  is  applied,  we  find 
that  the  temperature  of  the  body  has  diminished,  the  respirations  be- 
eome  more  nataral,  the  pulse  leas  frequent,  and  that  consciousneea  hu 
retnmed.  This  favorable  condition  may  oocnr  in  a  few  moineuto  or 
may  not  be  reached  for  sereral  hours,'  during  which  time,  however, 
the  hardier  method  of  treatment  is  not  to  be  continoally  applied,  but 
tfie  gentler  partial  applications. 

In  some  inataoces  the  temperature  falls,  but  there  is  imperfect 
coDScioosnesB  and  delirium — such  patients  are  to  be  carefully  dried, 
placed  comfortably  in  bed,  and  stimnlatjng  enemata  exhibited,  while 
Che  head  can  be  kept  cool  if  eztraordtnarily  heated.  As  the  lungs 
Are  generally  early  congested,  it  is  desirable  to  place  sinapisms  on  the 
extremities  and  cnest,  or  upon  the  latter  dry  cups  may  be  employed. 
By  thus  favoring  the  peripheric  circulation  ve  lessen  the  liabilities 
to  pulmonary  and  to  other  centric  engorgements. 

Dr.  Beatson,  surgeon  in  the  India  service,  has  encountered  sun- 
stroke among  the  troops  under  his  charge,  and  gives  Uie  following 
concise  directions  in  reference  to  the  immediate  treatment :  "  Unfasten 
as  quickly  as  possible  the  man's  dress  and  acoputrements,  to  expose 
the  neck  and  chest,  get  him  under  the  shade  of  a  bush,  raise  his  head 
a  little,  and  commence  the  affnsion  of  oold  water  from  a  ehcepskiD 
bag,  continuing  the  affusion  at  iatervals  over  the  head,  cheat,  ana  epi- 
gastrium, until  consciouBness  and  the  power  of  swallowing  return. 
When  this  takes  place  the  affusion  may  be  stopped  and  a  stimulant 
mixture  given  occasionally  in  small  doses." 

In  regard  to  the  use  of  stimntants,  I  would  remark  that  the  same 
caution  must  be  taken  in  prescribing  them  as  in  ordering  cold  applica- 
tions. As  soon  as  the  patient  can  swallow,  water  can  be  allowed.  If 
the  pulse  is  frequent  and  feeble,  stimulants  are  to  be  given,  regulating 
the  quantity  by  the  effect  produced.  I  have  already  spoken  of  the 
condition  of  the  circulation  in  the  malady  under  conaiaeration.  In 
administering  the  aleoholio  and  diffusive  restoratives,  be  governed  by 
the  force  and  frequency  of  the  pulse.  Their  inconsiderate  exhibition 
irill  prove  as  injurious  as  their  judicious  employment  will  prove  saln- 
tary. 

To  illustrate  the  promptness  with  which  patients  can  be  restored, 
it  may  be  stated  that  eleven  of  the  cases,  to  which  allusion  baa  before 
been  made  as  having  been  admitted  here  in  an  uooonscioos  condition 
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or  nearly  so,  were  discharged  relieved  on  the  same  day;  three  oa  the 
fourth  day,  &.e. 

Suah  patieatB,  on  being  discharged,  should  be  advised  to  avoid 
aa  far  as  possible  physical  and  meatal  labor,  and  to  avoid  eKposure 
to  the  Bun  for  some  days  after  their  coDvaleaceno^  and  should  be  cau- 
tioned to  give  heed  to  these  potnte  for  some  time  after  their  health 
has  been  restored.  loattentioQ  to  these  preoautione  may  induce 
morbid  nervous  phenomeDo,  from  which  relief  may  never  be  obtained. 

A  word  in  regard  to  the  prevention  of  sunstroke.  FortuBately 
there  are  but  a  few  days  in  the  year  in  which  we  are  liable  to  be  over- 
come by  the  heat.  During  extraordinarily  warm  weather,  it  is  espe- 
cially desirable  to  avoid  all  enervating  infiuences.  We  ore,  as  it  were, 
suddenly  transported  to^the  tropics,  and  are  anacclimaled.  The  por- 
snita  of  life  are  not  materially  intermitted,  and  attention  to  usual  du- 
ties may  jfrovoke  the  disorder.  The  disease  is  by  oo  meana  confined 
to  the  laboring  classes,  though  it  is  more  oommou  among  them. 

As  diaphoresis  is  generally  profuse  in  warm  weather,  so  there  ia  a 
oorrespending  thirst.  It  seems  proper  to  aasoage  sooh  natural  craving 
by  cool  water  in  suitable  quantities.  The  excessive  use  of  cold  or  ioed 
water-haa  been  condemned,  and  has  been  regarded  by  some  as  a  cause 
of  sunstroke.  We  have  aJl  ezperieneed  more  or  less  inconvenience 
from  drinking  such  draaghtA  when  heated.  Dr.  Swift,  in  aoalynng 
the  causes  of  the  sixty  cases  of  insolation  occurring  here  in  1863, 
came  to  the  ooucjusion  that  drinking  cold  water  hastened  the  devel- 
opment of  the  disease.  He  cited  the  case  of  a  sailor  who,  having 
been  at  work  in  the  sun,  drank  freely  from  a  bucket  of  hydrant  water, 
and  after  plunging  his  head  into  it,  immediately  fell  insensible.  It  is 
not  stated  which  form  of  sunstroke  was  thus  excited.  It  may  have  been  - 
that  of  syncope.  The  system,  however,  should  not  be  allowed  to  suf- 
fer for  want  of  water,  for  abstemiousness  I  should  infer  would  induee 
the  disease.  Water  is  to  be  taken  that' it  may  perform  its  ordinary 
office,  in  this  instance,  particularly,  that  it  may  moderately  temper  the 
blood  and  be  evaporated  fVom  the  nostrils,  air-passagea,  and  skin,  and 
thus  gradually  cool  the  body.  It  does  not,  however,  seem  to  me  de- 
sirable to  induce  sudden  shocks  of  the  system  by  frequently  drinking 
very  cold  beverages  in  large  quantities.  There  may  possibly  be  feb- 
rile reactjoDS  in  the  system  after  the  chills  induced  by  such  drangbte. 

There  is  a  professional  as  well  as  popular  impression  that  the  ex- 
cesfdve  use  of  very  cold  water  will  sometimes  induce  fatal  results;  and 
while  there  ia  any  room  for  doubt  on  the  question,  is  it  not  the  part  of 
prudence,  at  least,  to  abstain  from  such  excess?  A  consideration  of 
the  immediate  effects  of  oold  water  upon  the  system  is  a  topic  worthy 
of  extended  obserratioo,  but  upon  which,  my  present  limits  will  not 
allow  me  to  enlarge. 

Our  ability  to  avoid  disease  should  not  ordinarily  depend  on  the 
use  of  alcoholic  stimulants.  Intemperate  habits  enervate,  and  an  un- 
accustomed and  unnecessary  temporary  excitation  at  the  time  may  be 
injurious  or  may  be  followed  by  a  depression  of  the  vital  powers. 
There  are  doubtless  conditions  of  the  body  in  which  cordials  prove 
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uluttry;  anch  cordials  enabling  an  enfaebled  body  to  resist  extrenwc 
either  of  heat  or  of  cold.  But  I  coDfidently  believe  that  the  majoritr 
of  people  shonid  avoid  stimnlsnte,  aod  that  they  would  derive  advao- 
tage  dnring  summer  bv  nsiog  chiefly  as  a  beverage,  good  water,  which 
at  times  may  be  acidulated  and  Bweetened.  This  retuark  particularh 
relates  to  those  who  are  in  the  enjoyment  of  ordinary  health,  and  who 
are  still  in  the  prime  of  life. 

Yon  are  doubtless  acquainted  with  the  experiments  of  Franklin. 
Davy,  Rnmford,  Conlier,  and  others,  in  regard  to  the  conduction,  »di- 
ation,  and  absorption  of  oalorio.  The  scientific  facts  established  bj 
these  ol»ierTers  should  guide  us  in  the  selection  of  color  and  of  the 
fabric  of  our  clothing.  There  are  few  of  our  inhabitants  so  poor  thai 
they  can  not  be  suitably  attired.  Our  laborers  conld  readily  wears 
cheap  whit«  or  light-colored  garment  over  the  dark  red  and  blue  shirts 
in  which  they  ho  nsually  toil,  and  to  which  they  are  preJiBposed,  by 
reason,  I  believe,  of  some  fancied  efficacy  to  be  derived  from  the  dye. 

Dr.  McDowall,  Assistant  Sui^on  of  the  Bombay  Army,  in  writing 
in  1865,  on  the  color  of  olothiog  as  influencing  the  temperature,  health, 
and  comfort  of  the  wearer,  has  given  his  personal  experience.  He 
says:  "I  well  remember  that  when  encamped  on  the  shores lof  the 
Bosphoms,  in  Turkey,  a  little  incident  occurred  which  vividly  in- 
pressed  this  physical  fact  on  my  memory  and  sboalders.  The  fore- 
noon being  bright  and  inviting,  we  (some  other  officers  and  myself) 
determined,  Leander-Iike,  to  lave  our  limbs  in  the  cjassie  waters  of  the 
East,  though  not  precisely  at  the  same  spot  he  patronised.  The  walk 
was  pretty  long  and  hot.  We  one  by  one  took  our  coats  off  and  car- 
ried them  on  our  arms,  both  on  ^oing  and  coming  fixim  the  bath.  I 
wore  a  cherry -colored  flannel  shirt,  and  although  all  onr  ahonlders 
were  more  or  less  burnt  by  exposure  while  in  the  water,  I  was  titenlly 
scorched,  and  for  some  days  suffered  greatly  from  the  eUghest  move- 
ment or  friction  of  my  ooat.'  We  all  suffered  in  exact  prtmortiott  Iq 
Ike  depth  of  *kade  of  our  Aartnel.  Now,  in  the  jungle  in  the  hottest 
weather,  and  in  the  sun,  I  have  often  ridden,  and  do  ride  still,  both 
for  experiment  and  comfort,  in  my  shirt-sleeves;  but  that  shirt  ii 
white.  Any  other  color  requires  a  proportioned  thickness — nay,  even 
padding,  according  to  some." 

No  less  attention  should  be  paid  to  the  covering  of -the  head. 
Hats  should  ,be  made  of  light-colored  straw,  or  felt,  and  the  latter 
should  allow  of  free  ventilation.  Assistant  Surgeon  A.  A.  Woodhull. 
U.  8.  A.,  in  his  report  to  the  Surgeon-Qeneral,  in  April,  1868,  opon 
the  uniform  asd  clothing  of  our  soldiers,  in  referring  to  this  rabjeet 
has  said :  "  But,  whatever  covering  is  worn,  it  must  b^  light  in  eolor. 
and  be  raieed  from  the  croyn,  to  save  the  soldier  from  the  disastroiu 
effects  of  direct  solar  heat  and  confined  hot  air." 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  MEDICAL  SOCIETIES. 


Portland,  Inc.,  Jdly  17,  1869. 

The  Jay  Connty  Medical  Society  met  pursaaat  to  adjournmeat. 

The  Piesident,  Dr.  Wm.  Freem&o,  in  the  chair. 

The  Secretary  called  the  roll.  Memb«rB  preseot:  Dra.  C.  L.  Ar- 
thur, G.  W.  Shephard,  T.  L.  Shepbard,  T.  A.  Cox,  Jos.  Wateon,  B. 
B.  FreemaQ  and  J.  E.  Markle. 

The  mimitea  of  the  previous  meetiug  vere  read  and  approved. 

The  oredeutialB  of  W.  G-.  Smith  and  L.  G.  Baleton  having  been  ex- 
amined and  reported  favorably  upon  by  the  Censors,  they  vere  unani- 
moualy  elected  to  membenbip. 

B^orta  of  committecB  were  then  read  and  thue  disposed  of: 

Dr.  Reed,  on  Diagnoeis  of  Dysentery,  was  continaed. 

Dr.  Brevin^n,  on  Pathology  of  Dysentery,  not  preseot. 

Dr.  Wm.  Freeman  read  an  essay  on  Prognosis  of  Dysentery. 

Dr.  J.  £.  Markle  read  an  essay  on  Treatment  of  Dysentery, 

Dr.  B.  K.  Freeman  read  an  essay  on  the  Diagnosis  of  Erysipelas. 

Dr.  G.  W.  Shepbard  read  an  essay  on  Pathology  of  Erysipelas. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Vanoe  on  Prognosis  and  Treatment  of  Erysipelas,  was 
continued. 

Dr.  T.  A  Cox  on  Diagoosis  of  Acute  Bheumatism,  was  oontinutd. 

Dr.  T.  L.  Shepbard  read  an  essay  on  Pathology  of  Acute  Bheuma- 
tism. 

Dr.  Jos.  Watson  read  an  essay  on  Treatment  of  Acute  Rheoma- 

The  different  essays  were  discussed  at  some  length,  and,  on  motion, 
they  were  placed  on  file. 

Dr.  W.  Or.  Smith  presented  a  patient,  male,  fifty-five  years  of  age, 
who  was  examined  by  the  Society ;  phthisis  pnlmoaalis  was  diagnosed ; 
treatment  recommended,  alcoholic  stimulants,  cod  liver  ot),  syrup  iodide 
ferri,  open  air  and  exercise. 

Dr.  C.  L.  Arthur  made  an  oral  report  in  tfae  case  of  a  lady  he  was 
called  to  attend.  She  had  been  delivered  by  a  mid-wife.  Immediately 
after  her  delivery  they  placed  her  in  a  tub  of  oold  spring  water  and 
bathed  her  all  over.    This  treatment  was  continued  far  sevM.days,  , 
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with  the  addition  of  cold  water  iojectioae  iato  her  rectum  and  ragiu. 
(The  husband  was  sick  at  the  time,  and  knew  Dothiog  of  her  treat- 
ment.) 

I  was  called  to  see  her  the  seTenth  night  after  her  confinement 
Found  her  with  puerperal  mania;  pnlee  one  hundred  and  eighty;  pain 
and  tenderness  over  the  abdomen ;  the  lochia  had  ceased  and  the  bow- 
els were  confined;  took  fonr  men  to  hold  her  in  hed.  Gave  a  puigi- 
tive,  which  operated  fVeely;  used  hypodermic  injection  of  morphia 
every  hour  for  three  hours,  when  she  became  qniet  and  went  to  sleep. 
Returned  next  day ;  found  her  as  bad  or  worse  than  on  the  preTioni 
day.  Gave  her  a  hypodermic  injection  of  one  and  a-half  grains  of 
morphia,  with  no  effect ;  repeated  in  two  hours,  when  she  became  quiet 
and  slept  soundly  for  four  hours,  when  she  awoke  and  her  reason  was 
restored  in  a  great  measure,  and  continued  quiet  until  the  next  day 
two  o'clock,  when  she  expired,  the  viotim  of  officious  old  women. 

An  election  of  officers  was  held  and  resulted  as  follows:  For 
President,  Dr.  J.  E.  Markte;  Secretary,  Dr.  O.  W.  Shephard;  Treas- 
urer, Dr.  C.  D.  Arthur;  GenBors,  Drs.  Wm.  Freeman,  C.  L.  Artintr, 
and  T.  L.  Shephard. 

The  President  made  the  fallowing  appointmenta  for  essays  brbe 
read  at  the  next  meeting: 

Dr.  C-  L.  Arthur,  Diagnosis  of  Pnenmonia. 

Dr.  Q.  W.  Shephard,  Pathology  of  Pneumonia. 

Dr.  Joseph  Watson,  Prognosis  and  Treatment  of  Pneumonia. 

Drs.  B.  K.  Freeman,  T.  L.  Shephard,  W.  G.  Smith,  L.  G.  Rabton. 
and  Wm.  Freeman  essays  en  subjeets  of  their  own  choosing. 

The  Secretary  was  ordered  to  prepare  and  furnish  a  copy  of  the 
proceedings  for  publication  in  the  WetUm  Journal  of  Medicine. 

On  motion,  the  Society  adjourned,  to  meet  tn  the  9t)iday  of  Octo- 
ber, 1869,  at  New  Mount  Pleasant,  lod. 

J.  K.  Hakklx,  H.  D.,  Secrefan/. 


BRAINABD  MEDICAL  SOGIBTT. 

The  Society  met  in  Winamao  July  7th,  1869.  Proceedings  t«ad 
atd  ^^roved. 

Dr.  J.  U.  Smith  presented  a  patient  for  esamiBation,  who  was  ex- 
aninvd  and  the  treatmeM  dtsevsMd. 
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Dr.  W.  T.  OlellBDcI  read  a  paper  on  etu^rT';  Dr.  A.  R.  Thomp- 
lon  one  on  the  mecliBniain  of  parturition. 

Dr.  Eaton,  chairman  of  the  section  on  Materia  Hedica,  Therapea- 
tica,  Ac.,  presented  a  paper  on  bitter  tonics  in  general  and  EnonymnB 
Atroparporeos  in  particular. 

A  communicatioD  was  read  ttom  Dr.  6.  V.  Woolen,  secretary  of 
the  State  Medical  Society,  asking  the  members  to  forward  their  names 
and  remittances,  if  they  wished  the  TransactioBS  for  the  year. 

The  Wetlern  Jovmal  of  Medicine  was  selected  as  the  or^n  of 
communication  for  the  Society. 

Dr.  J.  W.  C.  Eaton  raised  a  club  of  fiye  for  the  above  named  jonr- 
nal. 

Adjourned  to  meet  in  Winamac  August  4th,  1869. 

I.  B.  'Wabbbubn,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 


CORRKSPONDENCE. 


CtMciMKATi,  July  26,  1869. 
Hb.  Editor:  'In  the  July  number  of  the  American  J&ttmal  of 
the  Medical  Seiencet  Dr.  Edward  Hartehome',  of  Philadelphia,  thus 
alludes  to  my  correction  of  what  I  believed,  and  still  believe,  to  be 
an  error  in  his  oomments  on  the  earliest  htstorioal  notice  by  British 
writers  of  "weight  extension  "  in  the  treatment  of  fVaetnred  thigh: 

"  Dr.  Ow.  C.  Blsckmao  (  WatUra  Jmnud  iff  Medialne,  Ha;,  1869,)  pratenta  the 
following  note  witb  a  qnotaUon  from  tbe  Chtrvryieat  Oburvaliont  and  Outt  of 
'WilliamBromGeld,  swell-known  coiittniporarfofPott,BDdiiirgeoii  to  St.Geoi|[e'i 
Hospital  it)  London,  in  order  to  correct  an  hntgiQar]'  error  lie  attribotea  to  me  in 
my  comment  on  the  mistake  of  Heister,  then  of  Bell,  and  afterwardi  of  otherB,  in 
regard  to  tbe  pulley,  eatewion  adopted  and  reeoBimended  by  Fabrlcliu  Hlldaniu  as 
the  method  of  Ambroie  Pare." 

Now,  in  OUT  brief  remarks  on  Dr.  Hsrtshorne's  most  excellent  pa- 
per we  had  bat  one  object  in  view,  md  that  was  to  show  that  Dr.  H. 
was  in  error  in  stating  that  "  the  first  European  writer,  oat  of  the  con- 
tinent st  least,  who  definitely  speaks  of  this  mode  of  firaotured  thigh, 
icc.,&o.,  is  John  Bell.  {^I^tto^le*  of  i%r7ery,fbarth edition,  BdinbaT^h, 
ISOl)."  We  r«gret  Aat  Dr.  H.  did  not  place  the  extract  Joat  qneted 
f^wn  bts  paper  in  eonnexion  viA  the  copy  of  vttTTematks  iriiich  he  hu 
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published  in  the  Jaljr  number  referred  to,  as  we  think  the  m^orit;  of 
readers  would  have  agreed  with  na,  that  oar  oemmenta  were  intended 
only  for  hie  statement  that  John  Bell,  in  1801,  was  the  first  to  notitre 
the  weight  extension.  Nor  are  we  willing  to  admit  tliat  Bromfietd's 
allusion  to  the  practice  is  ao  very  "vagne,"  when  in  his  Chtrurgieal 
Obtervation*  and  Cote*  (London,  17 73),. referring  to  different  methods, 
of  treating  fraotured  thigh  then  in  vogue,  he  adds: 

"AasbortiplinbaDd  itratcbedoatlliiibiBie,  by  them,  thonghttbe  best  methgd 
of  practice,  and  aim  a  largi  Koglu  kunf  /ran  (t<  anklt-joini,  to  kwp  th«  muacUt  ^ 
the  thigh  txlenitd  when  the  femnr  is  fractoreil,  is  not  eTerjwhere  exploded." — P. 
113. 

Again,  Dr.  Hartshorne  remarks: 

"I  trust  cDough  has  been  «udl«B])oirlbat  Dr.  BlackmiD'tcollAtioa  or  one  MD- 
tence  of  mine  with  odd  of  Btonifi«ld'a  affords  no  eridence  of  hasty  compilatian  ia 
That  he  it  pleased  to  coll  on  "  elaborate  paper." 

On  the  contrary,  nothing  was  Airther  tVom  our  thoughls  than  to 
attempt  to  Ornish  snob  evidence;  for  it  is  seldom  that  we  have  an 
opportunity  of  peruaing  a  paper  presenting  suoh  careful  research,  and 
which,  in  our  humble  opinion,  seems  so  exhaustive. 

In  conclusion,  he  adds : 

"  If  Dr.  Blackmon  will  lake  the  time  and  trouble  1«  follow  the  same  conrse  of 
inqDirr,  rMl);  atfint  hand,  u  I  certainly  did  in  tli«  coone  of*an  inTCStigatkn  for 
another  ood  mora  important  pnipooe,  I  think  he  will  agree  wiili  me  in  thp  candii* 
sioD  that  Heister  mistook  Bildoans,  thus  oommitUDg  "  erronaoas  compiloUoD,"  aad 
that  John  Bell  and  others  must  hare  been  misled  ioto  the  some  mistake  throofh 
"  second  hand  quotation." 

To  this  we  can  only  respond,  that  it  is  not  very  probable  that  any 
one_who  has  perused  Br.  Harlahome's  truly  elaborate  papers,  will 
deem  it  necessary  "to  take  the 'time  and  trouble  to  follow  the  same 
course  of  inquiry" — nor  will  any  one,  we  think,  be  disposed  to  dis- 
pute the  conclusions  to  which  he  has  arrived  in  reference  lo  the 
"erroneous  compilations"  which  have  been  committed  throi^h  "aee- 
ond  hand  quotations."  Truly  Tours, 

Obo.  C.  Blackmah. 


SPKixanKLD,  O&io,  Jcmk  2d,  1869. 
Editok  01  JoiiiuiAL-~/)«ar  Sir:  While  every  person,  eapeeiklly 
every  phyaioian,  ahonU  rejoice  at  the  sppeantnca,  and  herald  the  tri- 
umphs of  any  agent  which  relieves  hnmaa  suAring,  yet  I  tUoL  it  u 
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nnch  a  duty  to  expose  cheats  and  denounce  pretended  disooveries, 
which  only  gall  the  pTofeeeion,  and  through  them  the  public.  For 
this  reason  I  beg  leav«  to  speak  of  my  "  findings  "  in  the  trial  of  local 
ADsesthetics. 

I  purchased  last  winter  of  Hax  Wocher,  of  Cincinnati,  a  fine  appa- 
ratus and  began  to  use  it  to  some  extent  in  my  practice.  I  used  pure 
sulphuric  ether  in  my  experiments;  bat  as  my  objections  apply  to  the 
fneiing,  they  would  be  the  same  for  rhigolene  or  any  other  agent 
adapted  for  use  in  the  instrument  in  question. 

In  the  first  place,  the  application  of  the  agent  Is  attended  with 
moat  unpleaeant  Bensatjons.  In  annsthetiiing  an  abscess  my  patients 
would  generally  kick  around  and  screech  more  than  if  I  had  plunged  a 
lancet  in  without  any  prerious  process.  After  freeaing,  the  catting 
was  not  felt  muob,  of  course,  though  as  a  general  thing,  the  patient 
reAised  utterly  to  tolerate  the  spray  until  the  parts  were  in  condition 
for  a  painless  operation.  But  the  tug  of  war  oomes  when  the  tissues 
begin  to  thaw  out.  If  yon  want  to  have  a  realiiation  of  a  howling 
derrish  of  Khurdiatan,  just  anssthetiie  a  felon  on  a  poor  fellow's  finger 
and  wait  till  sensation  begins  to  return. 

Did  yon  ever,  when  a  boy,  snow-ball  for  an  hour,  and  then  stick 
your  fingers  into  the  blaie  of  a  hickory  fire?  That's  something  like 
it.  Or,  in  running  bullets,  did  yon  eyer  mn  one  into  the  palm  of  your 
hand?     If  so,  yon  can  realise  the  delight«  of  local  antesthesia. 

I  paid  Mr.  Wocher  fourteen  dollars  for  my  instrument.  It  can  be 
bought  at  a  bargain  now.  A  fioriculturist  might  use  it  to  squirt  to- 
bacco-water on  his  plants  to  kill  lice,  or  an  oculist  might  f^ie  pig's 
eyes  with  it  for  dissection ;  but  I  can  never  have  tli«  face  to  ask  a 
patient  of  mine  to  submit  to  ita  tortures  agun. 

Yours  very  truly,  H.  S.  Fcllebtoh. 


Fhiladblphia,  Jult  15, 18G9. 
A  calm  pervades  the  medical  portion  of  our  community.  The 
smnmer  sessions  of  our  medical  schools  have  terminated,  and  those 
zealouB  stadenta  who  remained  to  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunities 
afforded  in  the  practical  courses  of  the  University,  and  of  the  Jeffer- 
0OD  Hedioal  College — in  the  nnmcrons  and  varisd  elinieal  oonrses  in 
oar  hospitals,  and  in  the  greater  advant^«s  o&rad  for  ezleoded  and 
careftil  anatomical  investigations  in  the  lees  crowded  disseoting  amphi- 
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theatres,  have  taken-  their  departure,  many  to  recruit  In  the  fresEr  air 
of  their  country  homes,  their  energieB,  well-nigh  exhausted  in  follaw- 
iog  the  hturied  conrseB  of  ioBtractiou  of  the  past  sessions,  and  to  di- 
gest, if  that  were  possible,  the  mass  of  information  which  has  been 
crammed  into  them  ander  the  forcing  process  of  our  present  syeten  of 
medical  education. 

The  learned  Professors,  equally  exhausted,  but  compensated  in  the 
division  of  the  receipts  from  the  teveTt,  inatead  of  the  ten  or  twthe 
chairs,  as  it  should  be,  are  resting  fVom  their  labors.  Those  Dot  en- 
gaged in  active  praotioe  have  retired  to  their  country  residences  to 
enjoy  rest  and  quiet — some  happy  in  the  poaseasion  of  a  fortunate 
class  of  patients,  who  betake  themselves  and  families  annually  to  the 
eea-side,  have  followed  their  example,  and  have  established  themselves 
in  their  "cottages  by  the  sea,"  where  they  may  combine  business  with 
pleasure.  Again,  a  few,  toilers,  workers  throi^h  heat  and  cold,  have 
remained  at  their  posts,  enjoying  the  comforts  of  their  homes,  aud  are 
happy  in  the  preparation  of  the  matcriaJa  for  a  new  coufse  of  lectniesr 
or  for  a  new  edition  of  a  successful  work. 

Recurring  to  the  hard-driven  student,  I  am  tempted  to  ask,  when 
will  anything  practical  be  accomplisbed  in  regard  to  the  very  impor- 
tant question  of  reform  in  our  syst«m  of  medical  education?  £ach 
year,  in  our  }iational  Association,  reports  are  presented,  suggestions 
offered,  plans  proposed,  and  discussions  held,  and  still  no  definite  ac- 
tion is  taken.  Why  is  this?  Is  it  for  the  reasou  that  reform  is  not 
needed,  or  are  the  plans  proposed  not  feasible?  I  am  disposed  to 
think  that  no  question  ezista  as  to  the  need  of  t«form,  or  of  the  prac- 
ticability of  some  of  the  plans  proposed.  Does  the  difficulty  He  in 
absence  of  co  operation  on  the  part  of  the  medical  schools,  and  does 
this  relKisal  to  co-operate  arise  from  a  desire  to  avoid  division  of  the 
fees,  which  would  necessarily  follow  the  creation  of  additional  chairs, 
and  the  extension  of  the  course?  These  are  important  questions,  aud 
the  interests  of  the  schools  as  well  as  of  the  students  demand  they 
should  be  answered,  and  that  such  action  should  be  taken  as  will  place 
medical  instruction  in  this  country  upon  a  basis  in  keeping  with  the 
progress  of  the  science,  aud  wiA  the  spirit  of  the  age  in  which  we 
live. 

During  the  past  spring  addidonal  oHnie&l  advantages  have  been 
afforded  the  students  of  our  medical  schools  in  the  establishment  of  a 
clinic  for  the  diseases  of  women  aud  children  at  the  PfaMadelphia  Hob- 
pital,  and  also  of  a  clinicofdlseasesof  the  ear  at  the  Will's  Ophthalmic 

n,g,t,7rJM,COO<^IC 


CORRBSFONDXNCE.  493 

Hospital.  By  means  of  the  former,  the  valuable  material  ia  the  lai^ 
obBtetrical  and  children's  department  of  the  hospital  hae  been  made 
available  for  the  porposetg  of  clinical  instruetjon  in  these  important 
branchN.  The  Inangnration  of  this  effort  to  ntiliie  the  too-long  neg- 
lected material  of  this  department  is  hailed  with  saliafaotioa  by  all  of 
the  friends  of  this  iBatitntion.  It  marks  an  era  in  its  history,  and 
gives  evidence  of  the  infvsion  of  a  new  spirit  into  its  management.  It 
may  be  regarded  as  the  "beginning  of  the  end"  of  tbat  nnwise  oppo- 
sition on  the  part  of  some  of  the  managers,  whioh  t«nded  to  limit  the 
use  of  the  oaaai  under  treatment  in  the  hospital  for  the  pnrpoaes  of 
instraetion.  It  seems  bnt  just,  and  due  to  the  large  nnmber  of  stn- 
denta  who  come  from  all  parts  of  the  conntry  to  this  ci^,  to  obtain 
their  medical  education,  they  should  be  permitted  to  enjoy  the  bene- 
fits of  instruction  in  our  eleemosynary  iosUtutioos,  toward  the  main- 
tenance of  which  they,  in  a  measure,  contribute. 

It  is  hoped  tbat  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when,  by  additions  to 
the  medical  staff,  all  of  the  clinical  resources  of  this  large  hospital 
will  be  fully  developed  and  employed  for  the  purposes  of  instrnction. 

Throi^h  the  kindness  of  Br.  Richard  J.  Dnnglison,  I  am  permitted 
to  lay  before  your  readers  the  following  brief  sketch  of  the  life  of  his 
father,  the  lata  Prof.  Dunglison.  In  a  former  letter  I  alluded  to  the 
retirement  of  Prof.  Dunglison  fVom  active  daty,  and  the  remarks 
made  by  Prof.  Dickson  at  the  commencement  exercises  of  the  Jeffer- 
son Medical  College.  On  that  occasion  the  ProfVssoi  ezpreBscd  the 
hope  that — "At  peace  with  all  men,  and  snrrounded  by  everything 

■  (bit  ihonld  ucompanr  old  iga, 

Ai  hODOt,  Ion,  obadlBDM,  troop*  of  Hsaia,' 

he  should  long  remain  with  us  who  so  truly  admire  and  esteem  him." 
This  hope  was  not  to  be  realised.  Disease,  which  had  fastened  upon 
bim  many  years  before,  and  whicb  had  been  resisted  with  unexampled 
fortitude,  stayed  not  ita  progress,  and  In  one  short  month  after  the  ut- 
terance of  this  kind  wish,  exhausted  by  great  and  long-continued 
bodily  suffering,  though  in  full  possession  of  his  intelligence  and"  capa- 
ciona  memory,"  he  passed  away — profoundly  regretted  by  the  "troops 
of  ftiends  who  so  truly  admired  and  esteemed  him." 

He  was  bom  January  4th,  1798,  at  Keswick,  Cumberland,  Eng- 
land. Intending  to  pursue  a  mercantile  life,  his  early  education  was  in 
that  direction.  Owing,  however,  to  the  death  of  a  relative  with  whom 
hs  designed  engaging  in  bnsinesB,  he  abandoned  the  intention  of  lead- 
ing B  commercial  life,  and  commenced  the  study  of  medicine.  .  He  b 
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gui  the  prkotioe  of  his  profeBsion  in  London  in  1819,  kfter  luTing 
tallj  qaslified  himsetf  by  Attendance  apon  a  ooane  of  lectares  at  Ed- 
inbni^h,  one  at  the  "  Eaole  de  Medicine,"  mai  aeveral  private  courses  Id 
Paris;  he  also  passed  the  examinations  of  the  Koyal  College  of  Sor- 
geons  and  the  Society  of  Apothecaries  in  London,  and  in  1823  he 
graduated  at  the  University  of  Eriangea  in  Bavaria. 

On  his  return  to  London,  he  decided  to  devote  himself  to  obstet- 
rical praotioe,  and  was  soon  after  elected  "Physician  Acconchear"  to 
the  Eastern  Dispensary.  In  1824  he  announced  a  course  of  lectnret 
on  "The  principles  and  Practice  of  Midwifery,"  to  be  delivered  in  the 
following  October.  Before  the  time  had  arrived  for  the  delivery  of 
this  course  of  lectares,  he  received  an  {notation  ftota  Francis  W.  Gil- 
mer, acting  in  behalf  of  the  "Board  of  Tisitors  of  the  University  of 
Virginia,"  and  who  had  been  sent  abroad  to  select  Professors  to  accept 
a  chair,  the  duties  of  which  comprised  iostmction  in  "Anatomy,  Sur- 
gery, the  History  of  the  Progress  and  Theories  of  Medicine,  Phydol- 
egy,  Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy."  Undismayed  by  the  compre- 
hensive nature  of  the  duties  devolving  upon  the  occupant  of  the  chair 
to  which  he  waa  invited,  he  accepted  the  invitation,  and  made  ar- 
rangements to  emigrate. 

In  October,  1824,  he  married  Harriette,  daughter  of  John  Lead- 
am,  Esq.,  practitioner  of  medicine  in  Southwark,  London,  and  em- 
barked for  this  country,  which,  owing  to  numerous  delays  and  a  long 
voyage,  he  did  not  reach  until  February  lOtb,  1825. 

Landing  at  Norfolk,  Virginia,  he  proceeded  to  Charlottesville,  the 
seat  of  the  University.  Here  he  resided  until  1833,  at  which  time  he 
was  elected  to  a  chair  in  the  University  of  Maryland.  His  residenoe 
at  Charlottesville  he  always  spoke  of  as  embracing  many  happy  years, 
rendered  so,  in  a  great  measure,  by  the  intimate  friendship  of  Presi- 
dents Jefferson  and  Madison. 

In  1836  he  became  connected  with  the  Jefferson  Medical  College, 
and  removed  to  this  city,  where  he  resided  until  his  death,  which  oo- 
curred  April  1st,  1869. 

His  literary  labors  began  at  an  early  period,  and  eontinued  withont 
interruption  until  within  a  fow  days  of  the  close  of  his  life,  bodily 
infirmity  compelling  him  then  to  lay  aside  his  "well-used  pen."  The 
resnlts  of  this  indefatigable  labor  with  his  pen  were  numerous  contri- 
butions to  literary  and  scientific  journals,  translations  from  tlie  Ger- 
man and  French,  and  the  publication  of  many  standard  works  upon 
medical  subjects.  Of  the  latter  those  best  known  and  best  received 
nigiti/cdtyCoOt^lc 
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were,  "The  Practice  of  Medicine,"  "Human  Phjeiology,"  "Q^Deral 
ThetftpeuticB  and  Materia  Hedica,"  of  which  pused  through  eeveral 
editioDS.  Hia  moat  Buccesafiil  work,  and  that  which  has  been  justlj 
characterised  ae  a  moDumeat  of  patient  research,  akillful  judgment, 
Taat  phyeical  labor,  and  great  erodition,  was  his  Medical  Dictionary. 
Numerous  editions  of  this  reliable  work  have  been  issued  ^om  the 
press,  each  one  "carefiilly  revised  and  greatly  enlarged."  The  anxious 
desire  of  the  author  "to  make  it  a  satisfactory  and  desirable,  if  not 
indispensable  lexicon,  in  which  the  student  may  search  without  disap- 
pointment for  every  term  that  has  been  legitimated  in  the  nomencla- 
ture of  the  science,"  was  fully  realized.  The  labor  required  to  ae- 
complish  this  mnit  indeed  have  been  "something  prodigious,"  the 
character  of  which,  he  remarked  in  the  prefoce  to  the  second  edition, 
"  has  been  so  forcibly  depicted  by  the  great  English  lexicographer  as 
well  as  the  distinguiahed  Scaliger." 

■•  SI  qwlqu'DD  (  comnii  qnelqw  cilrac  odlsnx 
S'll  m  tue  Hin  pen,  m  blubans  Ut  Dim, 
Qn'll  fUH  nn  LeilcoD :  •'!■  Ht  aappllc*  ■■  Bmiila 

NumerooB  diplomas  and  certificates  of  honorary  memberahip,  re- 
ceived from  literary  and  seientifio  associations  of  this  country  and 
Europe,  attested  the  high  estimation  in  which  he  was  held  at  home 
and  abroad. 

Fosseaaing  administrative  abilities  of  a  high  order,  he  was  often 
■elected  as  presiding  officer  of  associations  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected. -For  many  years  he  was  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  the  Jefferaon 
Medical  College,  and  "administered  its  affairs  with  eminent  succeae." 
fie  had  been  vice-president  of  the  Sydenham  Society  of  London,  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instrnctiou  of  the  Blind,  and  of 
the  American  Philosophical  Society.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  he 
was  president  of  the  Musical  Fund  Society  of  this  city,  and  "  Emeritus 
Professor  of  the  Institutes  of  Medicine  and  Medical  Jurisprudence  " 
in  the  Jefferson  Medical  College. 

Profs.  Pancoast,  Gross  and  Dickson  hare  been  chosen  to  deliver 
addresses  npon  his  "life  and  character,"  before  the  Faonlty  of  the 
Jefferson  Medical  College  of  Physicians,  and  the  American  Philosoph- 
ioal  Society.  Hia  son.  Dr.  Richard  J.  Dunglison,  is  engaged  in  the 
preparation  of  a  memoir  of  his  life. 

The  whole  community,  as  well  as  the  medical  profession,  have 
been  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  another  of  the  eminnit  mcm- 
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bers  of  the  profesiion,  in  tbe  sudden  deatb  of  Prof.  Chas.  D.  Heigs, 
which  occurred  June  22d,  1869,  near  Uedia,  Delaware  county,  Penn., 
in  the  serenty-eighth  year  of  hie  age.  Dr.  Heigs  was  one  of  the  most 
extenBivoly  known,  highly  eiteemed,  and  generally  beloved  phyaiciaiu 
<if  this  country. 

He  was  born  in  the  State  of  G«oi^a,  in  1791 ;  graduated  at  the 
University  of  PennayWania  in  1812,  and  practiced  medicine  in  hu 
native  State  until  1820,  when  he  removed  to  this  city.  In  1840  he 
was  elected  Professor  of  Obstetrics  in  the  Jefferson  Medical  College, 
occupying  the  chair  for  nearly  twenty  years.  On  his  retirement,  he 
vaa  made  Emeritus  Professor  of  Midwifery  and  of  the  Diseases  of 
Women  and  Children.  Ho  was  one  of  the  Physicians  to  the  Lying- 
in  Department  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  for  ten  years. 

As  an  author,  he  enjoyed  a  world-wide  celebrity.  An  original 
thinker,  a  graceful  and  forcible  writer,  he  imparted  to  alt  of  his  works 
a  character  and  a  beauty  of  diction  which  rendered  them  most  at- 
tractive. 

A  cultivated  French  scholar,  one  of  his  earliest  efforts  was  the 
trasslaUon  of  "Velpean's  Midwifery;"  then  followed  his  work  enti- 
tled "Females  and  their  Diseases — a  series  of  Letters  to  his  Class" — 
"Yarions  Treatises  on  Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  of  Children" — 
essays  and  papers  in  medical  periodicals.  During  the  present  year  he 
concluded  his  literary  work  by  a  translation  from  the  French  of  the 
novel  of  "Typhaino's  Abbey." 

He  was  very  mnch  Interested  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  had  resi- 
ded for  a  number  of  years  upon  his  farm  in  Delaware  county,  where 
he  pursued  his  literary  labors  without  interruption,  and  indulged  his 
tastes  in  agriculture. 

His  health  bad  declined  somewhat  latterly.  He  was  found  dead 
in  his  bed — having  retired  the  night  before  in  his  usual  health.  No 
cause  has  been  assigned  for  his  sudden  death. 

His  son.  Dr.  J.  Forsyth  Meigs,  of  this  city,  has  been  selected  by 
the  College  of  Physicians  to  write  a  memoir  of  bis  life. 

Thus,  in  a  short  time,  have  passed  away  two  of  the  eminent  men 
of  onr  profession.  Friends  and  colleagues  for  many  years,  lealous 
nnd  most  industrious  workers,  unlike  in  many  respects,  but  alike  in 
the  greatness  of  their  intcllect«,  and  in  the  possession  of  all  of  those 
qualities  of  character  which  belong  to  the  kind-hearted,  beneroleut, 
high-minded  and  courteous  gentleman.  In  the  record  of  their  eaieen 
they  have  left  behind  imperishable  monuments  in  honor  of  themsetvess 
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The  patient  menttMied  in  mjr  laat  letter,  npon  whom  ampntation 
at  the  cozo-fenocai  arttculatiou  waB  performed  b;  Dr.  F.  F.  Msniy,  at 
the  Philadelphia  Hospital,  died  two  weeks  ago — seven  weeks  after  the 
operation.  The  disease,  for  which  the  limb  was  removed,  returned  in 
the  stomp,  not,  however,  aatil  anion  of  the  fiaps  had  oconrred  in  almost 
tbeir  entire  extent,  and  the  ligatnreB  had  all  come  away.  As  far  as 
the  operation  was  conuemed,  the  case  may  be  regarded  as  successful — 
death  occurring  from  the  retom  of  the  disease. 

Dissection  of  the  tumor  and  Bnrroundiug  structures  discovered  an 
i&tereating  coadition  in  the  oootnsion  of  the  internal  saphenous  vein 
for  some  distance,  by  masses  of  morbid  matter,  closely  resembling  the 
material  of  which  the  tumor  was  composed.  At  the  autopsy  the  iliac 
vieins  were  found  in  a  similar  condition.  This  occupation  of  the  veins 
bjr  diseased  matter  suggested  the  question  as  to  its  transmission  to 
other  parte  of  the  system,  and  the  developemeut  of  secondary  forma- 
tions. The  evidence  derived  trom  this  case  was  against  ita  transmis- 
sion in  this  manner,  as  the  organs  of  the  thoracic  and  abdominal  cav- 
ities were  reported  ftee  from  disease. 

The  case  of  ovariotomy,  by  Dr.  Atlee,  reported  in  my  last  letter, 
terminated  fatally,  on  the  fifth  day  following  the  operation.  In  this 
«8se  both  ovaries  were  removed,  and  the  case  was  complicated  by  ex- 
tensive adhesions.  As  a  post-mortem  examination  was  denied,  the 
causes  of  death  could  not  be  definitely  ascertained.  Since  that  time 
the  Dr.  has  performed  four  operations,  all  of  which  have  terminated 
sucoesBfntly.  Of  the  seven  cases,  of  the  new  series  of  one  hundred 
cases,  but  one  has  died.  In  the  last  case,  although  there  were  some 
adhesions,  and  the  patient  was  much  exhausted  by  long-continned  suf- 
fering, the  clamp  was  removed  on  the  fourth  day,  the  snturcs  on  the 
sixth;  and  the  patient  sat  up  on  the  eleventh.  In  connection  with 
this  subject,  I  desire  to  call  attention  to  on  interesting  and  elaborate 
article  by  Dr.  Loen  Skoldberg,  of  Sweden,  published  in  the  Swedish 
Archives  of  Medicine,  on  the  early  history  of  ovariotomy  in  Eng- 
land and  America,  and  on  the  present  position  of  the  operation.  The 
question  of  priority  in  the  pcrfoimance  of  this  operation,  for  a  long 
time  a  mooted  one,  is  ably  and  fully  discnssed  by  the  author.  Eefer- 
ring  to  the  cases  of  Houston,  1701,  Peroival  Pott,  reported  in  1783, 
D.  Zondi,  and  Laumonier,  1781,  (Oi^zovski's  he  does  not  mention,) 
he  argues  that,  as  these  cases  were  either  partial  or  accidental,  and 
not  undertaken  after  previons  diagosis,  the  claims  of  priority  for  these 
operators  can  not  justly  be  conceded.     He  concludes  that, "  America  is 
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tbe  oonntry  which,  vith  jaetios,  cUists  to  b»  regarded  u  the  cradle  of 
OTariotomy,  &iid  to  Sr.  Ephraim  MoDowdl,  of  Kentack;,  (bom  in  Vii- 
ginia  November  11,  1771,  died  at  Saoviller  Jane  2&,  1830,)  belong* 
the  honor  of  being  the  first  su^^n  who,  not  onl;  after  previous  diag- 
nosis, undertook  tho  first  eomplete  extirpation  of  a  dropsioml  ovarj, 
bnt  alio  performed  a  whole  series  of  these  operations." 

This,  if  I  mistake  not,  is  the  first  TecogoitioD  of  our  ooantry  and 
of  Dr.  McDowell,  on  the  part  of  European  authors.  This  may  be 
regarded  strange,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  they  were  so  completely 
established  by  Prof.  Gross  in  his  report  apon  "Kentucky  Surgery," 
published  in  1852,  and  subsequently  incorporated  in  bis  "System  of 
Surgery." 

Dr.  S.  W.  Gross,  the  talented  lecturer  upon  "Diseases  of  the  Uri- 
nary Organs,"  in  the  summer  school  of  the  Jefferson  Medical  College, 
sailft  for  Europe  in  a  few  days.  He  designs  visiting  the  centres  of 
medical  learning  on  the  continent  and  in  England.  He  will  devote 
most  of  his  time  to  the  stidy  of  his  specialty,  under  the  instructioa 
of  Sir  Henry  Thompson,  in  London. 

We  wish  him  "bon  voyage."  I.  E.  M. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY. 


CLINICAL  LECTURES  ON  DISEASES  OF  THE  URINAKY 
ORGAJUS,  DELIVERED  AT  UNIVERSITY  COLLEGE  HOS- 
PITAL.   

BY  eiB  HBNgY  Tnoupsoir, 

SorgtOD  KxtTnonUiiuy  lo  H.  H.  tha  Kln(  of  lb«  Belgiuii ;  Fnte—ot  ot  Cllnlal  Ssrgrrj.  ud 

Siirt«ni  to  Uninnlt]'  Oollsg*  Hoa|riUI.    London.    With  niulntlou. 

Heorx  G.  Im,  PhlUdoliiliU,  1866.    Pp.  2M. 

The  American  publisher  has  done  the  profession  in  this  country  a 
good  service  in  issuing  this  truly  practical  and  most  valuable  volume. 
It  contains  the  lectures  vhich  have  appeared  in  an  abridged  form  in 
the  London  Lancet.  Sir  Henry  informs  us  in  his  preface  that  they 
were  never  committ«d  to  writing  by  himself,  but  were  reported  vetba- 
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tim  hj  one  of  their  beet  shoit-haDd  writers.  He  Adda:  "I  dot  pie- 
sent,  in  one  small  Tolume,  ^^  *  *  the  corrdcted  copy  in  full,  os- 
ehanged  id  form,  and  therefore  Dn^om  of  the  familiarities  which  the 
eonversatioiMi)  style  peonliar — aod,  I  believe,  appropriato^to  the  olaes- 
room  denunda.  And  I  do  this,  slso^  heeaiue  I  prefer  that  these  )eo- 
tures,  origiiully  short,  should  not  suffer  any  abhieviation,  and  because 
I  desin  to  offer,  not  merely  to  the  members  of  my  own  clinical  class, 
but  to  students  at  large,  seme  of  th«  fruit  of  long  and  careful  study 
in  that  field  of  practical  medicioe  in  its  widest  sense,  to  which  they 
relate." 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  leeturea:  Introductory;  Diagnosb; 
stricture  of  the  Urethra;  Hypertrophy  of  the  Prostate  and  its  Con- 
sequences; BeteDtioD  of  Urine;  Extravasation  of  Urine  and  Urinary 
Fistntse;  Stone  in  the  Bladder;  Lithotrity;  Lithotomy;  Cystitis  and 
Prostatitis;  Diseases  of  the  Bladder;  Paralysis;  Atony;  Juvenile 
Incontinence;  T^imors ;  Hffimatnria  and  Renal  Carcutns. 

At  this  time  we  can  only  present  to  our  readers  the  notice  of  the 
reprint  of  this  excellent  volume,  and  offer  them  the  table  of  contents. 
We  need  uot  add  that  the  work  is  the  production  of  a  master,,  and 
will  proTe  most  acceptable  t»  every  practitioner.  We  are  promised  & 
more  extended  analysis  of  the  volums  by  one  who,  himself,  has  had  & 
large  s^re  of  experience  in  the  treatment  of  these  trying  cases. 


CARBOLIC  ACID,  ITS  SURGICAL  AND  THERAPEUTICAL 
USES— A  PAPER  READ  BEFORE  THE  CINCINNATI 
ACADEMY  OP  MEDICINE,  JULY  17, 1889. 


BT  WU.  B.  DAV13,  M.  B. 
Clndnutl ;  A.  Abnbam,  Book  Bad  Job  Prlntn,  US  WhI  Tbird  itHwl,  ISOIl. 

The  brochure  with  the  above  title  was  read  before  the  Cincinnati 
Academy  of  Medicine.  It  is  contained  in  the  Oineimtatt  Lancet  and 
Obmrver  for  July.  In  its  present  shape  it  comes  to-  us  as  a  >eat 
pamphlet  of  thirteen  pages. 

Dr.  Davis  presents  a  brief  y^vmi  ai  the  history  of  Carbolic  Acid, 
and  its  surgical  and  therapeutical  nses,  together  vitb  some  observa- 
tions made  by  himself  in  relation  to  its  value  in  the  treatment  of  dipk- 
theria,  measles,  scarlet  fever,  small  pox,  etc.    Dr.  D.  conclude  thai 
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ia  tliOM  diseaBes  csrbolic  noid  la  a  valuable  medicine;  bvt  we  can  not 
BAj  that  ttie  Btatifltics  presented  warrant  this  conclnaioD. 

There  is  qnite  a  diBpositian  on  the  part  of  manj  members  of  the  pro- 
fession, at  present,  to  regard  this  article  as  a  sort  of  universal  pana- 
cea, and,  as  %  consequence,  many  who  use  the  medicine  will  be  disap- 
pointed, notwithstanding  its  great  valne  as  a  hjgienio,  therapeutic 
and  surgical  agent.  J.  R.  W. 


BT  S.  D.  BEELYS,  M.  D.,  Or  UOMTOOHEBT. 


Dr.  Seelje  presents  in  this  paper  a  record  of  an  interesting  case 
in  which  fibrous  clots  were  found  in  the  heart  after  death.  This  case 
eerres  as  an  introduction  to  the  essay 'on  "  Arterial  Embolism  and  Heart 
Clot,"  which  follows.  The  literary  history,  pathology  and  treatment 
of  Heart  Clot  aud  Embolism  are  briefly  noticed  in  the  ten  pages  devo- 
ted to  the  subject. 

The  only  objection  we  have  to  this  paper  ia,  thit  it  ia  too  short. 
Ample  justice  can  not  be  done  to  a  subject  like  this,  within  the  com- 
pass of  the  few  pages  to  which  Dr.  S.  has  limited  himself. 

J.  a.  TV. 


MISCELLANY. 


The  Aims  of  Modern  MEDtotiis. — (We  are  indebted  to  the  Nee 
York  Medical  Journal  of  July,  for  the  opportunity  of  reading  a  most 
interesting  essay  bearing  the  above  title,  and  which  is  credited  to  the 
I/ondon  Quarlerb/  Reeiae.  The  last  two  pages  are  given  below,  in 
lien  of  giving  the  entire  article,  for  which  we  regret  not  having  suf- 
ficient space.  In  reading  this  essay,  we  could  not  help  guessing  at  its 
authorship ;  ex  pede  Hercnlem — there  is  but  one  man,  in  the  medical 
profession,  in  Great  Britain,  and  this  is  evidently  the  work  of  a  doc- 
tor, that  writes  as  this  is  written,  and  that  man  is  Dr.  Chambers) : 


Tbe  esKntial  fe&tnre  In  a,  sucoeBsful  medioloe  is  that  it  "eruUnos" 
the  imperfect  body  with  a  reneved  function,  or  '-approprialei"  to  its 
use  some  aobstanoe  in  which  it  ie  deficient. 

This  view  as  to  the  relation  of  disease  and  remedy  is  again  grow- 
ing rapidly,  and  is  year  by  year  more  generally  adopted  by  the  profes- 
sion. If  printed  proof  of  this  be  reqnired,  it  is  afforded  by  a  list  of 
the  new  drugs  which  have  been  first  brought  into  general  use  since 
the  era  with  which  we  have  been  comparing  the  present.  Cod-liver 
oil,  phosphate  of  lime,  ox-gall,  pepsins,  pancreatine,  are  familiar  in- 
stances of  novel  methods  whose  intention  is  to  snpply  a  corporeal 
want;  while  the  advertising  sheets  of  periodicals,  and  the  displays  on 
druggists'  counters,  show  what  sort  of  new  preparations  it  is  worth 
while  to  invent  for  the  convenieaco  of  physicians  and  patients.  Nearly 
all  are  of  a  eonttruetive  nature.  Many  of  these  are  devised  with  nar- 
row views,  and  prove  fallacious  accordingly  (we  may  instance  the  in- 
halation of  oxygen) ;  but  their  very  introdnction  shows  the  tendency. 
Many  we  do  not  know  how  to  nse  yet,  and  must  await  bedside  experi- 
ence. Nevertheless,  (here  they  are;  aod  the  synthetical  or  creative 
direction  lately  taken  by  chemistry  promises  a  rapid  increase  in  their 
number. 

It  may  be  observed,  also,  that  when  a  change  is  made  in  the  ex- 
planation given  of  the  action  of  an  old-established  treatment  of  ac- 
knowledged merit,  that  changed  explanation  always  points  to  material 
added  instead  of  material  taken  away.  For  instance,  the  henefioial 
results  of  vaccination  used  to  be  interpreted  thas :  it  was  supposed  that 
the  vacoine  causes  a  fermentation  in  the  body  by  which  there  is  ef- 
fected the  destruction  of  some  substance  previously  capable  of  accept- 
ing the  small-pox  poison;  which,  therefore,  passes  harmlessly  through 
the  person.  Nowadays  the  pupil  is  told  that  the  protecting  viras 
unites  with  the  supposed  dangerous  substance,  and  by  its  presence 
preoccupies  the  place  which  might  otherwise  have  been  open  to  the 
small-pox.  It  is  suggested  that  thus  it  is  easier  to  understand  the 
cessation  of  the  proteotion  after  a  period  of  years,  and  that  it  is  more 
in  acoordanoe  with  the  analogy  of  nature  for  a  base  to  be  set  free  by 
the  wearing  away  in  time  of  its  acid,  than  for  a  destroyed  substance 
cnce  gone  to  be  created  anew. 

In  all  matters  medical  tbe  high  court  of  appeal  is  clinical  experi- 
ence. Arguing  from  this,  some  have  saggested  that  theory  is  super- 
fluous altogether,  and  that  all  to  be  done  is  to  use  what  has  previously 
been  found  to  be  useiul.  This  wonld  make  all  progress  to  consist 
wholly  in  accident.  Before  tbe  almost  infinite  combinations  of  bodily 
derangement  which  are  daily  presenting  themselves  newly  to  the  sight 
of  the  observant  practitioner,  he  would  feel  utterly  powerless,  or  else 
he  must  shut  his  eyes  to  any  but  the  very  simplest  types  of  disease. 
This  were  folly  in  anybody,  but  in  a  consultant  it  is  dishonest,  for  be 
is  called  in  for  the  express  reason  that  the  oase  is  one  difficult  from  its 
novelty  or  rarity.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  however,  few  of  these  object- 
ors ever  do  prescribe  for  a  sick  person  without  theorising,  and,  when 
they  have  to  put  their  reasons  into  words,  very  wUd  and  absurd  they 
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vill  Mmetimea  be  found.  The  onlr  originator  of  action  can  be  theory, 
and  the  choice  lies  between  one  that  is  taken  up  hap-hatard  and  one 
that  IB  adopted  on  rational  gronnde. 

Bnt  the  high  oonrt  of  appeal  is  experience.  Yes,  the  poet  of  the 
Greek  race-ooarae  vaa  qaite  riffht:  "'Tis  the  trial  proTca  the  man." 
CliDtcal  reaearcbes  and  empirical  decisions  must  always  hold  the  most 
honorable  post  of  any  department  of  medicine.  Nerer  probably  was 
there  a  time  when  they  were  bo  highly  appreciated  as  now;  so  that, 
with  mnoh  confidence  we  can  leave  to  be  estimated  by  this  measure 
the  restoratiTe  system  of  therapenticB  which  we  have  angured  to  be  so 
rapidly  prevailing  among  our  teachers  of  medicine. 

The  almost  universal  adoption,  by  all  hospitals,  of  a  system  of  regis- 
tration sod  case-taking  renders  the  dicta  of  experience  of  lat«  years 
not  only  much  more  accurate,  but  much  more  rapid  than  in  former 
timea;  it  also  guards  against  the  fallacy  of  stattsticB  collected  for  the 
special  purpose  of  proving  a  particular  point.  A  few  hundred  in- 
stances, carefully  observed  and  tabulated,  will  produce  an  impression 
more  distinct  than  many  tbousands  loosely  remembered  and  scattered 
through  a  generation,  while  unconsciouB  documentary  evidence  is  the 
Btrongest  that  can  he  had.  An  attempt  also  is  being  made  by  the 
British  Medical  Association  to  render  available  the  cases  occurring  in 
private  practice,  by  issuing  printed  schedules  to  be  filled  up  in  a  uni- 
i'onn  manoer.  The  idea  is  a  grand  one,. and,  whether  suoceBsiul  or 
not,  the  Association  merits  the  blessing  of  all  time  for  trying  fhua  to 
utilise  the  waste  of  daily  experience. 

We  must  not  despise  the  results  of  judiciously  appropriated  acci- 
dent, leading  to  the  discovery  of  the  use  of  remedies.  Melampns,  the 
soothsayer,  physician  to  one  of  the  obscurer  kings  of  Trace,  observed, 
during  one  of  hiB  conntry  rambles,  that  goats  which  had  grown  mor- 
bidly frisky  were  calmed  after  having  instinctively  or  aocidently 
browBed  on  a  plant,  since  called  Melatopodinm.  So,  on  his  patron's 
daughters  falling  into  a  similar  state,  be  administered  it,  and  effected 
a  cure.  A  metropolitan  boBpital  physician,  a  short  time  ago,  ordered 
a  baby  under  two  years  old,  in  a  peculiar  morbid  state,  what  he  con- 
sidered the  large  dose  of  four  drachms  of  rum.  By  mistake  the  pre- 
scription was  read  four  ounces;  and  so  the  infant,  instead  of  a  table- 
spoonful,  bad  three  glasses  a  day  of  this  powerful  spirit.  It  throve 
wonderfully ;  bnt  it  was  not  till  the  end  of  the  week  that  the  prescriber 
discovered  what  a  fortunate  error  had  been  committed.  Now,  in  either 
of  these  caBes,  would  the  accident  have  given  instruction,  bad  it  not 
chimed  in  with  a  rational  theory  in  the  mind  of  the  observer?  De- 
ductions from  accident  ofier  an  instance  of  the  striking  combination 
of  experience  and  theory. 

It  is  no  reproach  to  the  goodness  of  the  road,  that  there  are  quick- 
sands, into  which  those  who  follow  the  guidance  of  restorative  medi- 
cine may  easily  fall,  if  they  are  careless  wslkers.  Those  from  which 
at  present  we  foresee  most  danger  are  "efi'orls  of  Nature,"  "  la  midt- 
cine  expeetanU,"  and  alcohol.  The  attribution  of  disease  to  efforts  of 
Nature  has  already  been  alluded  to  as  a  valuable  reform  upon  absolute 
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GaleniBin.  Sydenham  usnmed  tlut  these  efforta  are  neoesoarily  good, 
and  that  the  prinoipal  duty  of  the  physician  is  to  aid  them  in  expell- 
ing morbific  material,  or  at  all  events,  not  to  hinder  them  doing  so. 
Good  for  the  type,  good  for  the  race,  good  for  the  kind,  good  for  the 
kin,  perhaps  rererenoe  for  vhat  Nature  really  meana,  will  induce  ns 
to  aoknowledge  those  efforts  to  be.  We  will  allow  that  to  the  case  of 
man,  the  lessons  of  "scarped  oliff,  and  quarried  stone"  do  not  apply, 
for  supernatural  means  have  been  taken  to  inform  as  that  our  type  is 
already  moulded  on  the  highest  model,  and  worthy  of  ^e  highest  care. 
But  to  the  individual  Nature  is  merciless.  And  it  is  with  the  indi- 
vidual that  the  physician  has  to  do.  Will  the  mother  resign  to  the 
grave  her  cross-grained,  deformed  first-born,  because  it  would  be  bet< 
ter  for  the  race,  nay  better  for  her  own  immediate  kin,  that  the  family 
should  be  continued  by  his  younger  brother?  Many  a  cnmberer  of 
the  ground,  when  laid  on  a  sick-bed,  fe^ls  that,  so  far  from  being 
missed,  his  place  will  be  more  worthily  filled  up,  after  sundry  efforts 
of  Nature  for  the  good  of  mankind  have  been  successful ;  yet  he  electa 
to  atay.  Many  a  patient  knows  that  science  would  be  immensely  en- 
l^htened  by  a  sight  of  his  remains — but  he  had  rather  not.  Before 
we  assist  efforts  of  Nature,  we  must  have  evidence  that  their  end  is 
not  our  extinction,  not  a  capital  punishment  for  neglecting  to  use  our 
reason. 

La  mideeiae  expeclatUe  la  simply  a  disbelief  in  the  utility  of  all 
interference.  A  young  man  hears  his  elders  point  out  the  harm  done 
by  some  previously  popular  treatment,  but  he  fails  to  understand  what 
is  substituted  for  it.  80,  knowing  that  a  certain  percentage  of  his 
patients  will  recover  if  he  does  nothing,  he  takes  that  course.  Let 
him  reflect  that  possibly  the 'very  case  before  him  may  be  the  one  which 
makes  the  difference  in  the  percentage,  which,  natnrally  fatal,  may  be 
healed  by  art,  and  we  think  he  will  be  roused  to  action.  Let  him  also 
observe  that  the  evidence  of  history  shows  a  progressive  improvement 
in  medicine;  the  denonnoed  treatment  was  probably  better  than  that 
which  was  popular  before  it,  and  that  better  than  leaving  the  patieot 
to  hurt  himself  by  fallacious  struggles  for  health.  It  isbotler,  there- 
fore, to  do  something  of  which  he  knows  the  imperfection  than  to  do 
nothing  at  all.  Asolcpiades  very  properly  called  all  medical  soienoe, 
which  does  not  end  in  actioii,  "a  meditation  upon  death." 

Alcohol  is  perhaps  the  greatest  danger  of  the  three,  inasmuch  as  its 
use  involves  qncalJons  of  quantity  and  degree,  the  solution  of  which 
is  always  paintul  to  enperfioial  minds.  Because,  in  small  amounts  and 
in  aelected  cases,  it  is  followed  by  an  increase  in  the  vital  fnootions, 
there  is  a  tendency  to  hope  from  these  effects  a  pure  gain  of  vital 
force,  and  to  lean  on  it  atone.  Experience  does  not  justify  that  hppe ; 
it  shows,  that,  while,  up  to  the  limit  of  aiding  perverted  digestion, 
alcohol  is  a  decided  restorative  and  promoter  of  life,  beyond  that  limit 
it  actually  arrests  life  in  a  degree  proportioned  to  the  done.  The  limit 
differs  in  every  disease;  so  that,  in  this  powerful  agent,  inBt«ad  of 
having  an  easily- managed  tool,  we  are  wielding  a  weapon  requiring 
great  skill  and  foresight. 

n,g,t,7rJM,COO<^IC 


S04  VB8TKBN  JOUBMAL  OT  HtDlCIKB. 

Forewarned  and  forMrmed  »g«iDst  Uieee  perils,  and  kept  sbwglit 
b;  a  constant  appeal  to  experience,  ve  feel  Bare  that  what  we  have 
made  bold  to  aall  "reatoratire  medicine"  can  not  but  prolong  hnmaB 
life,  and  lighten  its  hardens.  We  have  shown  it  to  he  nnconscionslj 
adopted  by  the  rising  teaehere  of  the  present  and  fntnre,  and  maj 
coufidentlj  expect  that  at  no  distant  time  it  will  be  put  more  distinctly 
into  form  as  the  true  art  of  healing. 

Before  we  conclude,  we  would  take  leave  to  say  a  few  words  aa  to 
the  dnty  of  the  public,  in  performing  their  part  in  promoting  the 
progress  of  which  we  have  been  trying  to  trace  the  footprints.  Their 
principal  duty  bears,  like  all  those  which  political  economiste  class  a> 
virtues,  a  selfish  character;  it  really  may  be  sammed  op  in  an  en- 
deavor to  set  a  higher  Taloe  upon  their  lives  than  on  their  property. 
The  proof  of  their  doing  this  will  be  their  taking  steps  to  aecnre,  to 
that  profession  which  guards  those  lives,  opportunities  for  the  highest 
and  most  protracted  educaUon,  and  means  for  carrying  out  ilA  investi- 
gations into  nature. 

This  consummation  is  certainly  for  from  being  yet  attained.  A  tele 
is  told  of  a  Scotoh  farmer,  who  protested  loudly  against  the  apparently 
modest  snm  of  half  a  crown  a  visit  for  atteadanoe  on  his  wife — "  Eh — 
it's  just  ruinons!  Half  a  oioool  And  I  can  ha'  a  coo-Joctoi  for 
three  an'  sazpence  I "  Inasmuch  aa  the  human  body  is  neither  eataUe 
nor  saleable,  ne  reckoned  it  as  of  inferior  worth  to  the  bovine.  A  not 
dissimilar  spirit  is  shown  in  an  unhesitating  vote  by  Parliament  of  3,000{. 
for  the  catt]e-plagae  inquiry,  while  not  a  penny  was  allowed  for  an 
investigation  into  the  spread  of  leprosy  in  oar  colonies,  while  every 
item  of  expenditure  for  increasing  the  efficiency  of  the  medical  pro- 
feseion  is  hailed  over,  and  every  attempt  to  enforce  a  higher  ednea- 
tion  looked  at  with  ooldnees  uid  suspicion,  for  fear  the  enhanoed 
gDodnesG  of  the  article  should  entail  a  corresponding  rise  in  its  priee. 
Surely  this  is  a  suieidal  proceeding.  Let  each  educated  person  ezam- 
ioe  for  himself  the  kinds  of  knowledge  needful  for  this  profession  of 
medicine,  and  he  will  not  fail  to  be  convinced  that  not  shrewdness,  or 
knack,  or  habit  learned  from  tradition,  can  be  the  chief  virtues  of  ita 
studente.  There  is  scope  in  it  for  the  highest  and  broadest  intellects, 
and  he  is  most  suited  to  be  your  physician  who  is  most  worthy  of  the 
name  of  man.  It  is  your  business  to  give  him  every  enooaragement 
to  make  himself  so  by  «  leisurely  and  complete,  and  therefore,  expen- 
sive, education. — London  Quarterly  Seview, 

Nbw  Phase  op  the  Vklocipidb  Movement. — We  regret  that  an 
unseemly  case  came  into  the  Durham  Borough  Police  Court  on  Mon- 
day. One  surgeon  (Mr.  Jepson)  charged  another  (Mr.  Blaokett)  with 
having  committed  damage  in  his  field  by  practising  on  a  velocipede. 
The  damage  was  so  slight  as  not  to  admit  of  statement  or  computa- 
tion, and  so  the  charge  broke  down.  The  misfortune  is — the  charge  be- 
ing so  slight — that  local  mmor  attempted  to  explain  the  case  by  a  sup- 
position of  professional  jealousy  on  the  part  of  the  prosecutor.  It  is 
no  doubt  unpleasnant  to  have  a  field  cat  np  with  the  experiments  of 
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adventurons  velocipedists ;  bat  Mr.  JepHOn  sbonld  have  snffered  some 
damaee,  and  have  exhauBted  other  modes  of  redress,  rathet  than  take 
a  profeasioDttl  brother  into  court. — Lancet,  July  lOth. 

•  The  Blessings  (!)  of  Povesty.— A  aeries  of  artiolea  on  "Polit- 
ical Economy  and  its  Application  to  Popalar  Science  Questions,"  is 
being  published  in  the  Weekly  Scottman.  The  following  extract  on 
the  benefits  of  poverty  is  a  good  specimen  of  the  writer's  style,  and 
worthy  the  attention  of  a  profession  that  aeea  so  much  of  poverty : 

"One  of  the  oldest  and  noisiest  of  canta  of  nbicb  this  world  UfaU,  ia  the  cant 
about  the  beneSte  of  poverty.  Perbnps  nobody  belierM  it;  bnt  bow  ready  nMBt 
of  119  axe  to  enlarges  on  the  jneipresaible  blosaing  of  having  notbing  I  Tbia  cant 
is  tbe  cardinal  doctrine  of  ascetlcisia.  It  ia  tbe  cry  of  alt  the  aeneeas  that  ever 
lived,  wbeUur  tbej  bave  oome  aa  Bomaa  atoice^  preaching  in  purple  and  fina  linen 
and  witli  well  weighed  epigtama  tbe  vanity  of  richei,  or  as  Puritana,  tbe  modtm 
stoics.'  It  ia  one  of  (be  commonest,  moat  Protean,  and  abiding  misiepreaentotioiia 
of  Christianity.  Yet,  an  instinct  not  to  be  preached  out  of  eiiHteoce,  impels  men 
to  gather  wealth,  aa  an  instinct  impela  bees  to  gather  bonej.  Uoraliats  and  preach- 
ers  notwithstanding,  man  goes  to  the  mil!,  or  the  field,  or  the  sea,  as  the  bee  to 
range  over  the  wild  thyme  or  clover.  Snrely  fbi  grown  men  It  is  time  to  cease 
talking  aa  If  tbere  were  afBnllf  between  brown  bread  and  any  of  tbe  cardinal  vir* 
tnes,  or  as  if  charity  wera  Incompatible  with  broadcloth  worth  so  mncb  a  yard, 
and  to  hint  that  we  are  nearer  the  state  of  original  innocence  the  lesg  ganneuta  we 
possess,  or  that  a  man  ia  in  a  good  way  provided  be  have  boles  in  hia  stockings. 
Let  him  dam  them,  and  a  step  is  taken.  We  do  not  deny  that  on  potatoes  and 
dripping  may  be  nartnred  the  sturdiest  virtnea ;  bat  some  moralists  forget  that  the 
former  do  not  luanre  tbe  latter.  How  many  things  are  Impotslbilitiea  witltoat 
wealth  I  Civilisation,  and  all  that  it  brings  in  ila  handa^lelanre,  knowledge,  ml- 
tore,  the  fine  arts,  and,  vastly  mora  momentooi,  the  bopt  of  a  )>etter  lot  for  Ute 
millions  that  msst  now  labor  on  anenUvened  b;  rays  of  worldly  prosperity,  bappy 
if  they  can  deaden  their  desire  of  that  amootboess  of  life  wbich  all  of  ns  at  some 
time  or  other  dream  of—are  possible  only  witb  a  large  accumulation  of  wealth. 
Without  tbere  ia  no  immunity  ftom  famine.  Onr  ancestors,  being  poorer  than  we 
are,  lived  lives  that  were  on  an  average  shorter  than  the  lives  we  Uve  now ;  and, 
if  U)1ngs  march  aa  we  desire  and  hope  that  thay  will  march,  onr  children  will  live 
longer  than  we  live.  To  the  Increaaa  of  wealth,  we  owe  in  grcai  part  political 
emaBcipAtlon ;  to  the  poverty  of  the  world,  we  owe  the  very  existence  of  slavery ; 
for,  as  Aristotle  long  ago  remarked,  if  the  chisel  and  axe  conid  work  ofthepselves, 
there  would  be  no  slaves.  And  when  a  couutry  becomes  so  wealthy  as  to  be  able 
to  yoke  wind,  water,  and  steam,  so  that  the  chisel  and  axe  do  work  of  Ihemaelvea, 
slavery  Is  rendered  nnremnnerative  and  antiquated — in  bis  own  interest,  the  ma^ 
ter  fVoes  Ae  slave." — Mtdieal  Preit  and  (Sreular. 
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Thx  Social. Etil  is  a  Eubject  which,  however  paiofal  and  vnm 
repulHive,  demaDda  especially  the  stndy  of  intelligent  phyBiciaos. 
Medical  meD  know  vastl;  more  than  naj  others  the  physical  diaarders 
and  the  terrible  disease  which,  though  not  neceuarily  connected  with 
Prostitution,  bo  often  are  its  coneeqaeucee ;  they  have,  too,  probably, 
a  broader  mantle  of  charity  to  cast  over  the  erring  than  has  the  rigid 
raoraliat,  who  wonid  utterly  cast  out  all  who  fall  below  the  high  ideal 
of  absolute  virtue  and  purity;  they  ate  diaposed  to  recogDiie  the  im- 
perfections and  the  weaknesses  of  human  nature,  and  would,  had  they 
the  power,  so  make  laws  and  govern  in  this  regard  as  to  attain  the 
greatest  possibU  good  with  the  least  evil,  knowing  that  abeolute  per- 
fection in  human  character  aid  human  conduct  is  now  but  the  millen- 
ial  dream  of  a  l^ture  more  or  less  remote. 

An  acute  observer,  and  one  of  the  most  philoBophic  writers  of  the 
day,  has  remarked  that,  "  LicentionsnesB  is  the  vice  of  young  men  and 
of  old  nations."  Now,  though  our  own  nation  can  not  justly  be  termed 
old,  it  is,  probably,  the  observation  of  many  in  ^ur  profession,  that  if 
prottiUUioit  has  not  decidedly  iacreased  within  the  last  few  years,  vene' 
real  diteatei  have ;  probably  facts  would  as  fully  justify  the  former  asser- 
tion as  the  latter.  But  be  this  as  it  may,  can  we  as  medical  men  do  noth- 
ing to  check  the  spread  of  syphilis?  Prom  wives,  whom  we  have  seen 
suffering,  often  ignorantly,  for  the  gallantries  of  husbsnds  unbve  to 
marital  vows;  from  young  men,  their  life-hopes  blasted,  possibly  by  a 
single  indiscretion,  or  crime,  if  you  please,  committed  under  the  im- 
pulee  of  hot  passion;  from  children,  born  to  a  heritage  of  disease, 
and  with  wailing  voices,  emaciated  bodies,  and  with  the  beauty  of  in- 
fancy sadly  marred  and  disfigured,  sinking  into  early  graves,  or  else 
living  on  and  growing  up  to  be  mere  fragments  of  humanity,  the  degen- 
erate offspring  of  degenerate  sires,  and  transmitting,  peradventure, 
tMUted,  or  at  least  enfeebled,  constittttions  to  their  offspring  in  torn, 
appeals  go  up  to  every  humane  physieian  urging  his  efforts  if  not  to 
"stamp  out,"  aa  Sir  James  Simpson  has  recently  proposed  should  he 
done  in  reference  to  small-pox,  syphilis,  at  least  diminish  the  num- 
ber of  its  victims  and  the  extent  of  its  ravages. 
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Of  coarse  reuonkbte  medical  men,  indeed  «U  intelligent  Men,  de- 
Tieing  means  to  reBtnin  eril,  will  not  shnt  ttemselves  np  to  the  su- 
preme folly  of  legislating  hnman  beingH  into  &  state  of  moral  perfec- 
tion ;  they  toow  hov  little  unmixed  good  is  to  be  found  in  haouin 
experience,  and  will  accept  tJie  leseening  of  evil  when  it  can  not  be 
entirelj  removed,  and  be  willing  to  have  a  partial  good  whefe  the  com- 
plete is  naattainablc. 

It  is  tme,  as  obnerved  by  one  of  tfae  most  recent  writers  on  Fenc- 
real  Diitatet,  "Continence  is  the  only  safeguard  agaioBt  venereal  con- 
tagion."* This  author  goes  on  to  say  that,  "the  time  is  still  remote 
when  this  vice,  t.  e.,  prostitution,  which  has  existed  iVom  time  inune- 
morial  in  all  eiviliied  oommnnities,  may  be  expected  to  cease.  For 
this  reason  it  is  more  intperative  to  check  the  progress  of  those  cont«' 
gioUB  diseases, 'whioh,  though  spread  fay  piomisouous  interoouraej  are 
not  a  neceesary  aocompaDiment  of  pioetitutioD.  They  injure  not  only 
thoBe  indulging  in  the  vice,  but  aleo  numbers  of  innocent  persons  and 
society  at  large  to  an  enormous  extent."  Mr.  Hill  states  distinctly, 
and  enforces  his  statement  by  conclasive  statistios,  that  "the  miil- 
%" — we  italicise  his  words — "of  lamtary  ralrictumt  hat  6e«t»  dem- 
onttraUd  in  almost  everyplace  tehere  theg  have freen  intituled" 

With  such  light  upon  the  subject,  ought  not  physicians  to  advise, 
in  the  interests  of  society,  for  the  sake  of  health  and  to  repress  disease, 
legislative  authorities,  whether  State  or  local,  that  not  only  prostitutes, 
but  their  male  associates,  should  be  subjected  to  at  least  weekly  exam- 
inations, and  the  moment  one  of  either  sex  bscomee  diseated,  pat  her 
or  him  in  quarantine  until  cured? 

Neither  time  nor  space  will  now  permit  the  discussion  of  this  ques- 
tion; but  we  beg  our  medical  friends  to  consider  it  well,  and  let  them 
see  if  they  oan  not  do  something  towards  cheeking  the  spread  of  ve- 
Mreal  diseases.  Still  forther,  as  bearing  upon  thia  general  subjeot, 
we  ask  them  to  give  heed  to  die.followiag  striking  passagea  IVom  a 
remarkable  f  wwk  reoently  published  in  England  and  republished  in 
this  country.  Especially  do  we  ask  that  they  note  the  author's  state- 
ment as  to  hov  the  preservation  of  "die  parity  of  countless  happy 
homes"  is  attained,  and  also  as  to. "the  neglect  of  legialatora,"  a  n^- 
lect  quite  as  apparent  in  this  oonnlry  as  in  his  own: 

"In  no  blfhty  eivWiMlMKlc^  ti  marriige  genenl  on  the  ftnttfetelopmrat  of 
tbc  pueioiM,  and  the  conthMUl  tndancy  or  incnasiag  knowledge  ii  to  render  such 

•  B«kf1uR[irmtk-)MnW)-  „ 

tHIMvrj  oTftinpwi  lOia*,  fna  AosaMM  M  ObuliBHB*— >T  W  I.  ■.  belir,  K.  X., 

ToL  II,  pp-  ttS-Sn 
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»  mon  m.  It  it  •Ito  ui  andoabtcd  trntli  tfaat,  howgrer  micli  monlutl 
nuj  enforce  the  DblicUion  or  eitn-matrinwaial  cbutity,  thU  obligation  has  dctw 
btCD  eTcn  approKlmatel;  regarded;  aad  in  all  nattoiu,  agM,  &ad  religions  a  tssI 
miu  or  irregular  indulgence  has  appeared,  nrfaich  has  probably  contributed  more 
than  any  Mheriingle  cause  to  the  miKerj  and  the  degradation  of  man. 

"Thera  are  two  ends  which  a  moralist,  in  dealing  with  this  qoestion,  will  espe- 
GJally  regard — the  natural  dut;  of  ererj  man  doing  Minetbiag  for  the  support  of 
the  child  h«  has  sailed  into  exieteoce,  and  the  preacrration  of  the  domestic  cirele 
unasskiled  and  unpolluted.  The  family  is  the  center  and  the  archetype  of  the 
State,  and  tbe  happiness  and  goodness  of  society  are  always  in  *  very  great  degres 
dependent  upon  the  purity  of  domestic  life.  The  esscntiallj  exclusive  nature  of 
marital  aUtction,  and  the  natural  desire  of  erery  man  Is  be  certain  of  tbe  pateiuitj 
of  the  dtUd  be  Mpports,  render  tbe  incaitions  of  irregular  passioni  within  tbe 
dMmstiocircle  a  cause  of  extreme  suffering.  Yet  it  would  appeal  as  if  tbe  eic««- 
JTe  force  of  theeo  pasuons  would  render  such  incursieas  both  frequent  and  inent- 
able. 

Under  these  circumstances,  there  has  arisen  in  society  a  figure  which  is  cec- 
lainly  the  most  mournful,  and  in  some  respects  tbe  most  awfbl,  upon  which  tbeej* 
of  tbe  monliat  can  dwell.  That  unhappy  being  wbose  rery  name  is  a  stuune  to 
•peak;  who  couBlerftits  with  a  cold  heart  the  transports  of  affection,  and  submits 
betMlf  the  paniTe  instrument  of  1n>t;  who  isacomed  and  insulted  as  the  rileatef 
her  MX,  and  doomed,  for  the  mast'part,  to  disease  and  abjeot  wrelcbadneaa  and  an 
early  death,  appears  in  eTery  age  as  the  perpetual  symbol  of  the  degradation  aad 
the  stntblneM  of  man.  Herself  the  supreme  type  of 'rice,  she  is  ultimately  tbe 
most  efflcieot  guardian  of  virtue.  But  for  her,  the  unchallenged  purity  of  countless 
h^pj  homes  would  be  polluted,  and  not  a  few  wbo,  in  the  pride  of  their  nolempted 
ohasllty,  atnk  of  her  with  an  indignant  shudder,  wonld  have  known  tbe  agony  of 
renoiM  and  despair.  On  that  one  degraded  and  ignoble  form  are  concenliwted  tbe 
paauoD*  that  might  have  filled  tbe  world  with  sbane.  She  remains,  while  creeds 
and  ciriliutioiit  rise  and  EUl,  the  eternal  priealesa  of  humanity,  Masted  for  tbe 
sins  of  die  people. 

"Iq  dealing  with  tbis  unhappy  being,  and  with  all  of  her  sex  who  have  viola- 
ted the  law  of  chastity,  the  public  opinion  of  most  Christian  conntriee  pronoance* 
an  opinion  of  extreme  severity.  In  the  Anglo-Saxon  nations  especially,  a  single 
btdt  of  this  kind  is  sut&cient,  at  least  In  the  upper  and  middle  classes,  to  affix  an 
iudeliblA  brand  which  no  time,  no  Tirtuea,  no  penitence  can  wholly  tOMt.  This 
MntMwe  b  pnlwbly,  in  tbe  Brst  instance,  but  tbe  expression  of  the  religions  fM- 
leg  on  tbe  suhject,  but  it  is  alto  ■ometimea  def^ded  by  powerful  argumeuls  drawn 
Tnta  the  intereeta  of  sodetj.  It  is  said  that  tbe  pret etvation  of  domestic  purity  is 
t^  matter  of  such  transcendent  Importance  that  it  is  right  that  the  most  crushing 
penalties  should  beattached  to  an  act  which  the  tmaglnatton  can  easily  transfigure, 
which  legal  eBaclmeDls  can  eerer  effleienlly  control,  ud  to  which  the  most  violent 
paiiioM  may  prompt.  It  is  said,  too,  that  an  anathema  which  drive*  into  obscu- 
rity all  •Tidancee  of  ssnsnal  paaaions  is  peculiarly  fitted  to  restrict  tbeir  openUica) 
for,  more  than  an/  other  passions,  they  are  dependent  on  tbe  imagination, which  is 
naiHj  fired  hy  the  sight  of  evil.    It  it  added,  that  the  emphasis  with  which  tbt 
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Tice  Is  jtigmatiMd  produced  a,  comipouAing  Admiration  for  Itia  opposiU  Tlrtac,  and 
that  feelinf  of  tbs  moM  deKcsle  Mid  Bcrupaloui  honor  is  tbna  brmed  Aaoag  the 
f«iMle  popnlfttioii,  vhicb  not  onlj  prcserTe*  from  gross  Bin,  but  «Ik>  dignifies  ftnd 
FDDobles  Uie  whoie  character. 

"In  apposition  to  Uiese  views,  sctcfb!  considecatioos  of  much  weight  bmv« 
been  arged.  It  is  ugoed  tbnt,  however  persisteatly  society  maj  ignore  thii  form 
of  vice,  it  exists  nevertheless,  and  on  the  mnst  gigantic  eealt,  and  that  evil  nrwlj 
unimea  snch  inveterate  and  perverting  A>rmi  as  when  it  is  sbnmded  in'obicuritf 
and  veiled  b^  a  hypocritical  appearance  of  unconicionsncsi.  The  existence  in  Bng- 
land  oi  nnhappj  women,  sunk  in  the  verj  lowest  depth*  of  vice  and  misery,  and 
nnmbering  certain!]'  not  less  than  fifty  thousand,  shows  safBdently  what  an  appol- 
Jtog  amonnt  of  moral  evil  la  festering  anoontrolted,  nnditcoased,  and  aaalleiiated, 
under  the  lUr  sarlhce  of  a  decorous  society.  In  the  eyes  of  every  pbyeiciBn,  and 
indeed  in  the  eyes  of  most  continents  writers  who  bave  adverted  to  the  snb|ect, 
no  other  feature  of  English  life  appears  so  infiunous  as  the  fact  (hat  on  epidemic, 
which  is  one  of  the  most  dreadful  now  existing  among  mankind,  which  commoni- 
cat«s  itself  from  the  gnilty  bnsband  to  the  Innocent  v\h,  and  even  transmits  its 
taint  to  her  ofibpring,  and  which  the  experience  of  other  nations  conclusively 
pTDVes  may  be  vastly  diminished,  should  be  soffered  to  rage  unchecked  because  the 
legislature  refuses  to  take  official  cogniiance  of  its  existence,  or  proper  sanitary 
measBrea  for  its  repression.  If  the  terrible  censure  which  Englitb  public  opinion 
passes  upon  every  instance  of  female  ftailty  in  some  degree  diniisbes  their  number, 
it  does  not  prevent  them  ttim  being  extrenKly-  numerous,  and  it  immeasurably  ag- 
gravates the  suffering  they  ptodoce.  Acts  which  In  other  Bnropean  countries 
would  eidto  onl}'  a  slight  and  traasient  emotion,  spread  in  Bogland,  over  a  wide 
drcle,  all  the  bitlerness  of  unmitigated  anguish,  Acts  which  naturally  neither 
imply  nor  produce  a  total  subversion  of  the  moral  feelings,  and  which,  in  other 
ronntries,  are  often  followed  by  liappy,  virtuous  and  affectioDate  lives,  in  England 
Mmost  invariably  lead  to  abeolute  ruin.  Infantidde  is  greatiy  multiplied,  and 
a  rasi  proportion  of  those  whose  reputations  and  lives  have  been  blasted  by  one 
momentary  sin,  are  hurled  into  the  abyss  of  habitual  prastttntion^«  condition 
which,  owing  to  the  sentence  of  public  opinion  and  the  neglect  of  legislators,  i* 
in  DO  other  European  country  so  hopelesely  vicious  or  so  irrevocable. 

"It  is  added,  loo,  that  the  immense  multitude  who  are  thus  doomed  to  the  ex- 
tremity  of  life-loag  wretchedness  are  not  always,  perhaps  not  generally,  of  those 
whose  dispositions  seem  naturally  incapable  of  virtue.  The  victims  Of  sodactiOD 
are  often  led  aside  quite  as  much  by  the  ardour  of  their  offectioDi,  and  by  the  rivacity 
of  their  iutelligence,  as  by  any  vldous  propendtiw.  Even  Id  the  lowest  graded 
tbe  mest  dispassionate  observers  bave  delected  rem^s  of  higher  feaUogs,  which, 
in  a  different  moral  atmosphere,  and  under  different  moral  husbandry,  would  have 
nndonbtedly  been  developed.  The  statistics  of  prostitution  show  that  a  great  pro- 
I>ortioD  of  those  who  bave  bllen  Into  it  have  been  impelled  b^  the  most  extreme 
(•overty,  in  many  Instances  verging  upon  starvation." 

Raoibokski's  Adhibablx  Tbeatux  oh  HiNsntDASton,  ftom  wbi«k 
our  readers  will  remember  we  look  ocouion  to  {|aot«  some  montlu  ago, 
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ii  reviewed,  Meoiding  to  Uie  Bottom  Medical  Journal  <tt  July  224,  ia 
Ae  BtUUtut  de  ia  Tkirv^^oittifiie,  in  ft  iprightly  etjle.  The  revieva 
qiiot«s  from  Ifae  work  the  following  aneodote,  to  esforoe  Ae  astbor^ 
advice  that  women,  arriviDg  at  the  menopanse,  shoald  abandon  gaietiea 
and  worldly  pleaBoreo,  and  devote  themielves  to  beneficence  and  chai- 

^  "U.  RaclboMkl  hlnueir  bu  a  pet  ueodota  to  ihow,  Mitii  intimated,  bow  d» 
eaautaaow  lonielimefl  land  th*m*dv«s  to  the  «n1bfc«K«Bt  of  tlia  phrolcian's  cdkL 
It  lella  of  one  of  thost  woaan  of  the  world,  Id  whom  die  miuhroom  of  antsna 
poihet  ita  grbwtfa  with  DDOtaal  diffieullj,  aad  not  without  the  atleodance  of  bc*' 
dii|Mtltl«  tjmpMnt,  liable  to  lead  to  a  change  of  Doctor,  If  the  Bwdicine  laaa  «■• 
ployed  be  a  noTice.  Now  thU  ladj,  one  daj,  niSttlnK  and  diaqaieted,  aant  for  oar 
CMtlVcn,  and  at  the  oopclualon  of  the  intertiew  pronUed  that  if  the  shoald  gM 
wall  (be  woold  mfanit  to  the  wise  adTiee  with  which  he  had  for  a  long  time  Ib- 
pMtiuied  her.  "IbalisTejouaTeTigh^  Doctor,"  aaid  she.  "lattribntemy  diaeider 
to  a  keen  mcata)  diatarbaiuie.  Ton  know  how  we  poor  woman  are  cxpoaed  in  the 
world  to  be  panned  by  jealotuy.  Our  pretended  frienda  rarely  pardoa  at  the  Uait 
nccen;  andyoakoow,  my  dear  Doctor,  thattbiiwat  ny  lot  for  aloag  tine.  Bn^ 
■erer  before,  in  all  my  life,  did  I  receive  an  afront  like. that  offered  ne  yertetday, 
W  puUl^  at  the  fanoy  bail  of  the  Uiniatai  da  '— .  I  had  a  raridiiag  toUeUo— 
a  dnai  of  pore  whilC)  coTered  with  My,  a  brilliant  oo  each  principal  hrandb.  Uj 
hair  was  drened  to  corraepond.  Everybody  paid  me  compiimentaj  and  for  aa  i»- 
atant  I  bad  the  weakneee  to  beliere  in  their  sineerlty.  At  the  moat  UivM  moateai 
ef  trinmph,  bowerw,  a  bine  domlao  who  wat  patting  itopped,  made  a  feint  of  ea- 
■aninf  me  (tan  head  to  foot  and  cried  ont  ia  a  loud  Toiee,  'To-day,  aiy  beaaly, 
year  loilttta  la  Itnapraaob^e  In  pfunt  of  taite.  IT7I  Btn?  where  ivy  I  Soa^ 
pcoptlstfttonaai.'"  The  conclnaion  of  the  little  lecret  druaa  wm  dwt  MadtoM 
— — -~  ipbmilted  to  crnel  neoeiaity,  and  from  tltat  day  forth  aqoyed  pedtet 
bMlth." 

We  tbink  there  might  be  coapled  with  it  the  story  of  another  of 
lUoiborski'B  c/te»fi — also  found  in  thia  work — who  was  bo  paaaion- 
titely  fond  of  danoing  that  she  hoped  ehe  might. die  waltaingl 

*PBO0IBOIMa  or  TBI  SbBLBT   CoVStV  M^niPATf  SoCUTT. — PoT- 

Koant  to  a  calldie  following  pbjMeium  of  Sholby  eowtty  net »  the  * 
Seminary  in  Shelbyvillo,  Ind.,  July  19th,  1869; 

Drs.  Day,  Green,  HoCrea,  Oordon,  Kennedy,  Cometoek,  Sder, 
Colline,  Wood,  TTpdegraff,  Robins  and  Slocum. 

On  motion,  Dr.  Oreen  was  chosen  Obairmao,  and  Dr.  Collins  Sec- 
retary. - 

The  ehairman  stated  that  the  object  of  the  meeting  was  to  consider 
tU  pn^riely  of  orgix^^  a  Cmu^  HoAmJ  SooiMj. 

*  ThrM  rrocaedlDn  evt  jtKetiri  Im  lata  Mr  tiuHtlM  la  thg  pmpw  teeitsMt, 
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BaiBkrks  w«te  made  by  BeT«nl  in  ftiTor  of  mth  a  society;  and  on 
motion,  it  «u  snanimoaBly 

XuolMi,  Ttutt  coDulttcM  be  appointed  on  pennanent  oTgaoiution. 

Committo«  on  nominationi:  Drs.  Day,  Elder  and  Collins. 

Committee  on  constitnlJon  and  by-laws:  Dra.  HcCrea,  Collins  and 
Green.  ' 

On  motion,  Dr.  MeCrea  waa  mviled  to  extend  a  personal  invitatioB 
to  tbe  regular  phyeioians  thronghout  the  county  to  be  present  and 
give  the  organisation  their  rapport  and  influence  at  the  next  meeting. 

There  being  no  farther  busiDess,  the  Society  adjonmed  to  meet 
at  the  same  place  on  Saturday,  Jnly  24th,  at  two  o'clock  r.  H. 

Sbklbttillk,  Inb.,  /iilt  24,  1869. 

The  Sooie^  met  pnrsnant  to  af^onrnment. 

Preoent— Dn.  Day,  Green,  Collins,  E.  S.  Elder,  S.  ¥.  Elder;  8b- 
e»m,  Leyter,  HcCrea,  Gilnore,  Bobertson,  Comettck,  OordoB,  Ferry, 
LeiBville  and  HoFaddeu. 

The  miMttM  of  the  pre* ions  meeting  were  re«d  and  a{>pr«Ted. 

I>r.  MeOea  reported  that  be  had  nt^ifiod  t«eat;y-fbai;  phyaidiadi 
to  be  present  and  participate  in  the  meeting — fifteen  reported  fltTora- 

u,. 

The  report  was  receired  ^d  aoeepted. 

The  oommittoe  on  ConstitatioB  aad  By-Laws  sabmilted  thcit  rt- 
port,  whieh  was  reoeived  and  adopted. 

The  eommittM  on  nonnations  reported  the  following  ottoen  fu 
tbe  eaming  year: 

fbr  fyettdrnt—Dt.  W.  F.  Oreea. 

PiM-iVuiAnt— Dl  E.  S.  KidcT. 

Rfardmg  Btntrnj—Or  8.  P.  HeCna. 

OarmfoaAt/  &onlar]r— Dr.  O.  H.  Collins. 

IVcoMirar— Dr.  C.  S.  Sloeom. 

Who  were  declared  duly  elected. 

The  Frendent  appointed  Ae  fallowing  string  committees : 

OtmmUkt  m  AdntiMent—Dn,  B.  T.  EMm,  K.  B.  OttmorB  and  S.  A,  CMnHock. 

Oammitte*  mt  Sttiea—Dtt.  Dej,  OoUiM  aad  BobertMM. 

Dr.  Day  moved  that  the  rabject  for  discnssion  at  onr  next  meetfn^ 
be,  Is  diarrhna  a  prereqnisite  to  typhoid  feverf 

Dr.  S.  F.  Elder  mored  tbat  the  proceedii^  of  the  meeting  be  pub- 
lished in  each  of  the  oonnty  papers  and  in  Ae  Wettem  Jownal  of 
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On  motion,  adjonroed  to,  meet  the  first  Saturday  of  September,  at 
ten  o'clock  a.  h.,  in  the  Seminary. 

S.  P.  McCeEA,  5f.  J>.,  Secretary. 

Iodine  as  a  SPEaFic  Remedy  in  Intermittent  Fever,  is  Ae 
title  of  an  exceedingly  interesting  article  in  the  July  number  of  the 
Archive!  Giniralet,  by  Dr.Willebrand,  Professor  of  Clinical  Medicine 
in  the  University  of  Helsingfors. 

It  appears  that  more  than  four  years  ago,  Professor  Willebrand 
was  led  by  chance  to  use  iodine  in  the  treatment  of  typhoid  fever. 
Since  that  time  he  has  pamued  his  experiments,  abundant  opportunity 
having  been  afforded  by  the  great  prevalence  and  intensity  of  typhoid 
fever  in  FinUnd,  consequent  upon  the  famine  and  misery  which 
Bcourged  the  people.  These  experiments  have  satisfied  him  that, 
while  the  disease  can  not  be  cut  short  by  iodine,  any  more  than  by 
any  other  known  therapeutic  agent,  yet  this  medicine  exercises  npoi 
the  typhoid  poison  and  the  fever  resulting  from  it  an  influcDce  so  &• 
vorable  as  to  remarkably  lessen  the  nrortslity.  He  observes,  that  in 
the  last  half  of  1868  the  exantbematous  form  of  typhus  gave  place 
to  abdominal  typhoid,  and  that  iodine  even  in  this  last  form  appeared 
to  produce  a  salutary  effect.  Certain  forms  of  intermittent  fever,  oc- 
curring during  the  prevalence  of  typhus  and  of  typhoid,  i^om  which 
they  con  Id  not  be  diagnosed  during  the  first  days,  were  subjected  to 
iodine  treatment,  and  with  remarkable  results.  It  was  soon  ascer- 
tained that  malarial  fever  could  be  oombatted  with  other  specifics  than 
cinchona,  and  that  iodine  was  one  of  these.  The  iodine  was  adminis- 
tered in  solution.  Une  gramme  of  iodine  and  two  granunes  of  iodide 
of  potassium  were  dissolved  in  ten  grammes  of  distilled  water;  five 
drops  of  this  solution  were  given  in  water  every  two  hours  each  day. 
Iodide  of  iron  was  administered  in  doses  of  ten  centigrammes  four  times 
a  day  for  the  paludal  cachexia  and  the  aneemia  consequent  upon  in- 
tennittent  fever. 

The  author  -then  details  nineteen  cases  of  intermittent  snocessfully 
treated  with  iodine — most  of  them  yielding  after  the  second  attack, 
this  second  paroxysm  being  generally  much  milder.  There  were 
only  two  cases  in  which  the  disease  was  not  conquered  before  the 
fourth.  From  the  spring  of  1868  to  the  following  autumn  not  a  sin- 
gle case  of  paludal  fever  was  treated  by  quinine. 

-     The  author  believes,  from  his  experience,  that  iodine  deserves  to  be 
rankedasa  specific  remedyin  malarial  intermittent  fevers,  and  that  per- 
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hapB  it  hu  Mu  sdraotkge  over  «|niDine  in  this  T^;aTd,  that  after  inter- 
mittenta  axe  car«d  by  the  fomer,  rel*pseB  an  less  liable  to  ocoar 
than  when  the  care  has  been  bj  the  latter. 

Professor  W.  Btates  that  neither  in  infancy  nor  in  adTanced  age, 
has  the  iodine  any  inj«rious  eSeot,  and  that  the  opinion  emitted  by 
Trousseau  and  Pidoux  to  the  effect  that  it  is  a  tonic,  is  tme.  PnlmO' 
nary  affeatioua  did  not  prove  an  objection  to  ita  administratioD.  Even 
the  nausea  and  vomiting  of  the  grave  forms  of  intermittent  yielded  as 
if  to  a  tme  specific. 

So  moch  for  Profassor  Willebruid'a  article.  The  employment  of 
iodine  in  intermittenta  is  not  a  nev  thing.  UpoH  referring  to  Bonch- 
ardat^  Manuel  de  Matiire  Medicals  de  Therapeuiique  et  de  Pkarmde, 
tome  Sflcoud,  page  647,  we  find,  aocording  to  the  formola  of  Barillean, 
the  tincture  of  iodine,  ten  drops,  in  infusion  of  camomile,  three  times 
a  day — oontinaed  several  days,  as  given  in  intermittent  fevers;  while 
that  of  Barbas  is  iodine  in  the  same  qoanttty,  bnt  administered  in 
infusion  of  chicory. 

Nevertheless,  it  may  be  better,  as  advised  by  the  Finland  Profes- 
sor, to  give  the  remedy  in  aqneons  solution,  in  smaller  doses,  and 
with  iHricfer  intoxvah. 

We  hope  if  any  of  our  friends  shonld  give  a  faithfal  and  full  trial 
to  iodine  in  inter  mi  ttente,  they  will  have  the  kindness  to  give  us  the 
results.  Oar  country  practitioners,  who  are  obliged  to  furnish  medi- 
cines to  their  patients,  would  he  saved  many  a  dollar  if  iodine  should 
he  proved  to  possess  anything  near  the  antiperiodic  power  of  quinine. 

Medical  Studbnts  have  presented  them  at  this  season  of  the 
year  abundant  invitations  to  attend  medical  lectnres.     "Announce- 

xaents"  are  almost  as  thick  as  autumnal  leaves  in  Val something, 

we  say  as  thick,  some  of  them  thicker,  not  as  nnmeroiu;  as  usual,  a 
few  of  these  advertisements  glorify  the  professors  to  an  extent  slightly 
astonishing,  were  it  not  known  that  the  true  f^orificra  were  possibly 
the  glorified.  It  comes  to  pass,  now  and  then,  that  the  weakest  iostitn- 
tions  arc  the  loudest  in  self-praise  and  promises — a  very  light  body 
can  readily  be  driven  to  a  temporary  elevation  by  diligent  puffing  and 
blowing,  and  the  lighter  it  is  the  more  enconragment  for  such  wind- 
work.'  But,  alas  I  the  poor  students,  tempted  this  way  and  that,  lured 
hither  and  thither — so  many  portals  of  science  opened  to  them,  so 
many  arms  outstretched  to  recicve  them,  so  many  great  men  ready  to 
instruct  them,  and  hands  ready  for  their  fees — what  are  they  to  do?    . 
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The  boJdMt  «UMk  auiit  yet,  at  leut  &e  boldest  we  kave  any  vvg* 
•kkBoe  of,  eomea  from  an  inatitutioa  atjled  tie  PhilacMphia  Vnimer- 
tily  of  Medicine  attd  Surgeiy.  This  famou  Unirent^  bappena  le 
kave  two  methodi  ef  war&n  to  take  entire  proapectin  doctoni.  In 
Ae  int  plM«,  it  iunsa  a  eiroular,  or  announce Btent,  wliicfa  baa 
aoongb  of  ealogistie  aatertal  spread  tbi«kl;  open  ita  teaohera  to  meet 
the  reqaiaitiow  of  a  doten  ordinarj  collage  oircnlars;  tbia  "annonnee- 
■ent"  giTeaaaartofbiognLpbieaJdutiaury  of  moat  of  these  teaehen, 
all  of  wbom  are  great  men,  and  eacb  one  a  little  greater  tban  anj  of 
tfce  otiuat;  ihm  entire  tbiog  ia  a  sort  of  bear;  bioadaida  aimed  at  med- 
iMlatadentaMmowe.  Tbia  ia  tbe  pablie  demonatiatioa.  Nowfortbt 
private.  The  UuTenitj  aeema  to  bava  a  aort  of  "sbarp-sbooter"  l» 
^'piek  at"  by  letter  any  who  are  rebelliooa  and  wiUiatand  the  "aa- 
BOoaoeBent"  baliwy.  An  Indiana  pbyaician  who,  anfortKuately  for 
the  auoeeaa  of  the  aharp-ehooting  praetioe  in  his  eaae,  ia  alre«dy  a 
gradnate,  Teeeired  the  following  missiTe,  w  missile ;  and  as  he  has  ■» 
oae  for  the  geaerons  offer,  he  wants  it  made  known  to  others  lena  for- 
tasate.  Upon  OABSuIttng  (he  biognphieal  diotionary  in  the  eircnlar 
also  sent  as  by  Dr.  0.  with  the  letter,  w  fii>d  (hat  Ae  aame  appended 
to  the  letter  has  an  A.  H.  and  an  Esq.,  attocbed  theneto,  and  ^t  the 
tninoBt  owner  thereof  ia  "President  of  tha  Art  Department,"  and 
"FroCaanor  af  Teohnologj."  We  don't  know  bow  mndi  hia  teobno- 
logieal  jwofiMBiona  amonnt  to,  but  we  baliere  bim  emiaently  fit  for  the 
Art  Department.     His  art  is,  indeed,  admiraUe. 

Hov  are  medical  eoUeges  to  mert  the  policy  indicated  in  this  let- 
ter? We  can  loggeet  nothing  better  just  now,  than  that  they  abonld 
•ffer  honorary  degreea  at  half  price,  payable  in  Confederate  money,  and 
giTB  a  premium  of  ten  dollara  a  bead,  payable  in  green  baeka,  for  all 
medical  stadents,  witbost  regard  to  age,  sex  or  color,  delivered  in 
good  eondition,  warranted  to  matricolate,  and  to  take  est  at  least  half 
A*  tickets. 

And  B»w  here  is  the  letter,  verbatim,  Ac.;  we  bav'nt  a  donbt  in  rafbr- 
«aoe  to  ita  gennineness: 

"  PniLADBLPm*,  JOLI    It,  tSCS. 

" Da.  Wm,  H.  Ctbos— iJeor  Sir;  I  am  ialonDed  that  jou  are  practiciDg  ph;*!- 
ciui,  bnt  hart  not  gndaated.  Allow  me  to  aik  jou  wbethn  It  It  jroar  iatcDtloa 
ever  to  attend  ketniveT     If  n,  I  can  maks  tttj  bTonblBarraagamsBtB  witb  jve- 

■*  Pcrhafa  witfc  j9v  expnieace  and  qnaliBcajUoM  a  part  of  the  coum  b*7  bt 
dlipanied  with.    1  bmiI  yoa  sa  AaBoonacnunt,  end  ibi^l  be  {daaaad  t«  eomapoM 
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"  Should  jon  be  ditpoaed  to  itoto  what  credMitial*  70a  ««a  ftuslih,  »ad  your 
icui<t,  I  n^  b«  able  to  rinder  jou  (ome  •erviM. 

"  ir  70a  desire  anjr  of  Dr.  Painc's  publicatiow  01  to  vubactibe  Tor  the  V.  Jour- 
not,  I  »boald  be  pUued  to  receiie  yoar  ordrn. 

"  Toan  rupectfti1l7,  L.  fAiBBiirsg, 

"418.  lOtbrt." 

At  a  iiBniNQ  of  tho  General  Connoil  of  Medic&l  Ednoatiftn,  aod 
RegiatratiDD,  Loodon,  July  6th,  a  resolntioii  to  remove  tke  same  of 
John  Fattieon,  M.  D.,  of  New  fork,  ftvM  the  Register,  for  iDfamons 
coDduct  in  writing  a  threatening  letter  (o  the  husband  of  a  ladjT  whom 
he  had  attended  for  oanoer,  was  aoaiiimoDaly  passed.  It  appears  from 
the  report  in  Uie  Lancet,  Ih.  Pattisoa  had  reeeired  a  hnndred  and 
fifty  guineas  for  his  serrioes  to  the  deceased  lady,  and  be  wanted  a 
hundred  morei  upon  the  husband's  refusing  payment,  the  Dr.  wrote 
threatening  to  publish  the  parljcnlars  of  his  wife's  ease,  and  also  som« 
strong  observations  upon  his  condoot  towards  her  during  her  illness. 

"Medical  Obstbthio  Ethics. — Dr.  Wallace  (Liverpool)  is  un- 
questionably right  in  the  statement  that  a  medical  man  called  to  a  la- 
bor in  the  temporary  abseace  of  a  professional  brother,  should  imme- 
diately retire  on  the  return  of  the  medical  man  to  whom  the  ease  be- 
longs." This  is  an  extract  from  an  editMial  note  in  a  rec«it  number 
of  the  British  Medical  Journal.  The  editor  goes  on  to  say  that  such 
conduct  is  "usual  and  rigbt."  We  regret  to  say  that  this  rule  is  not 
observed  aa  it  ought  to  be  even  by  some  who  know  better,  and  who  prate 
loudly  about  ethic*.  An  honorable  physician  will  not  continue  his 
attendance  upon  a  lying-h  patient  a  single  day,  or  a  ainf;le  hour,  after 
knowing  that  Ifae  family  physician,  or  one  simply,  employed  to  attend 
the  case,  whether  hitherto  the  family  phjsieiau  or  not,  can  be  ob- 
tained. 

Thk  Joubnal  of  the  Qgnatolo^eai  Soeiebf,  of  Boston,  made 
its  appearance  in  July.  It  is  neatly  printed,  and  its  coBtenle  will  be 
highly  appreciated  by  every  practitioner  who  is  ever  called  to  treat 
diseases  of  women.  We  hope  it  will  be  liberally  sostainod  by  the  pro- 
feesion. 

Hkvkiai.  Studsmts  will  observe  the  cards  of  five  medteal  ooUeges 
i»  our  sdrertittng  department.    They,  »i  wane,  will  ebaosa  one  ov 

none  of  these,  as  they  think  twst.  ,  .  , 

nigiti.rJM,.  Google 
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CntcoLAR  Ndmbbk  Two,  which  is  a  Report  on  ExcitioTU  of  tke 
Head  of  the  Femur  /or  Gunshot  Iitjuriet,  has  been  received  from  die 
SargeoQ -General's  office.  We  expect  to  have  f^om  one  of  our  cw^ical 
fHenda,  whose  valuable  coDtributioDs  so  ofleo  aarlWthe  Jiynmal,  a 
fv\\  notice  of  this  Report. 

With  the  next  iaane  we  expect  to  send  bills  to  all  delioqaentaub- 
soribers.  How  siaDy  will  pay  now,  and  thna  save  themeelvea  the  an- 
ooyanoe  of  eucb  personal  and  direct  dun  ? 

Db.  AuSTDt  Flist,  Ja.,  wo  see  from  th«  Archive*  GiniraUi  of 
July,  baB  received  a  prite  from  the  French  Academy  of  Sciences,  pbnr 
aes  Recherchet  experimetUaUt  •«"■  une  nouoetle  /mction  du  fvie,  experien- 
ces originalei  et  d'nn  grand  interdt  pour  la  pathologie  et  la  pfayei- 
ologie. 

The  International  Medical  Gonoress  op  18(59. — The  Interna- 
tional Medical  Congress,  which  held  its  first  meeting  last  year  at  Pari!, 
will  meet  this  year  at  Florence  on  the  20tb  of  September,  under  the 
honorary  presidency  of  M.  Bouillaud.  The  work  of  tike  Congress  will 
be  divided  as  hitherto  into  two  parts — namely,  the  diacnsaion  of  tb« 
special  questions  in  the  programme,  and  communications  on  other  med- 
ical Bubjeci.-i.  The  Committee  have  selected  the  seven  following  qae?- 
tioDH  for  this  year: 

1.  Marsh  miasm;  the  conditiouB  of  its  development  in  different 
oountries;  its  effects  on  man;  the  curative  and  preventive  remedies. 

2.  The  therapeutic  value  of  the  different  methods  of  treating 
cancerous  diseases;  theirindicationsandcontra-indicatioDB;  the  value  of 
general  treatment. 

3.  The  treatment  of  gunshot  wounds,  in  relation  to  the  progress 
of  the  art  of  war  and  of  modem  international  law. 

4.  The  hygienic  conditions  of  hospitals,  and  the  value  of  home 
treatment 

6.    The  iJifluence  of  railways  on  the  health  of  maa. 

6.  The  conditions  which  favor  the  production  of  endemic  and  epi- 
demic diBeases  in  great  towns :  the  means  of  prevention,  and  the  advan- 
tages to  be  derived  from  the  proximity  of  great  rivers  and  the  sea. 

7.  The  rights  and  dntiea  of  the  medical  man  in  relation  to  the 
Ooverament  in  different  countries,  and  the  refiirms  whioh  ean  be  rea- 
eonablv  expected. — London  Ltmeet.  ,  -,  . 
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iNTNTitrAL  PcNcnrBS  IN  Tthpakitib. — Under  tb«  &dT)c«  of  Dr. 
FonsBRgrivea,  intestiDal  puncture,  as  a  Ust  reeonroe,  has  been  several 
titneB  practised  at  Tonloase,  on  two  patients  sufiering  with  tympanitfis. 
In  the  Grat  caee,  the  abdomen  formed  an  immenee  maas;  the  patient 
was  perfectly  cyanosed  and  suffocating.  An  exploring  trocar  was  in- 
serted into  the  most  distended  part  of  the  lower  umbilical  region. 
The  gas  escaped  so  Tiolantlj  as  to  extinguish  a  candle.  The  disteo- 
sion  returning  the  next  day,  two  fresh  punotures  were  made  in  differ- 
ent places,  and  gave  so  much  relief  that  the  life  of  the  patient  was  pro- 
longed four  days.  In  another  case  six  pnnctnres  were  snccesuvely 
made  until  the  gasee  were  naturally  evacuated,  and  the  patient  cured. — 
L'  Uh.  Med. 

Prof.  Frank  H.  Hamilton  has  recently  received  the  degree  of 
L.  L.  D.  from  Union  College. 

Dr.  Kdtherford,  of  Edinburgh,  is  Dr.  L.  S.  Beale's  successor  to 
the  Chair  of  Physiology  at  King's  College. 

The  British  and  Foreion  Medico-  ChiTurgical  Review  of  July,  in 
concluding  a  review  of  Recent  Workt  on  S>/phili» — Lancereaux,  Hill. 
Barton  and  Cullerier — uses  the  fallowing  language: 

"LsBtljr,  we  may  oak.  Is  there  aaf  rul«  t«  guide  (u  in  the  treatment  of  sypbUis 
bf  tpeciGcs  or  otherwiie?  lo  an;  giien  caac  can  wc  say  with  carlaiat/  whether 
mercnr;  should  b«  u*ed  or  iodide  of  potassium,  or  irhelher  the  case  will  do  equally 
well  without  either  of  these  remedies?  To  tbia  we  must  anawer,  There  is  no  ab- 
solute rule  of  this  kind.  There  are,  indeed,  certala  casea  in  nbich  moat  eurgeons 
presciibe  mercnrj,  and  there  are  certain  other  cases  in  which  most  surgeous  pre- 
scribe Iodide  of  polawiumi  but,  on  the  other  hand,  there  ue  not  wanting  pracU- 
lioners  of  experience  and  repute  who  tell  ug  that  all  the  forms  of  syphilis  and  ite 
sequels  will  get  perfectly  well  without  any  specific  treatment  at  all.  If  there  are 
any  cases  in  which  it  is  generally  held  that  mercury  U  necessary,  they  are  iritis 
and  infantile  syphilis,  and  yet  we  are  now  told  that  these  mses  do  jostas  well  with, 
out  the  specific  as  with  It;  while  iodide  of  potassium,  which  has  always  been 
used  for  the  less  acute  symptoms,  is  now  thrown  into  the  shade  by  fresh  air  and 
lea  bathing  I  Bow  for  these  vievre  can  be  eostained,  it  must  be  left  to  experience 
to  decide,  bat  at  present  it  appears  to  ns  highly  nnwiae  to  lay  aside  altogether  the 
use  of  mercury.  In  case*  of  sypbilitic  retinitis  we  haxe  the  clearest  proof  of  Its 
value,  and  we  should  be  hardly  justified  in  withholding  it  in  »  case  of  this  kind. 
And,  if  tbe  epecific  treatment  prodnces  ench  marictd  and  beneflcial  results  where 
we  have  the  opportunity  of  observing  its  effect  closely,  may  we  not  conclude  that 
Its  influence  is  similar  in  other  cases  where  we  are  tillable  to  watch  tba^affected 
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tMit  with  eqoftl  McnnejT  Kxptrinw  may  ivdeed  ihov  ttwt  MercitiT  b  not 
■ecemij  a«en  in  Iritif  and  retioitU,  bnt  at  prearat  a  rargMs  would  Bscm  to  bi 
■Imast  M  much  bound  to  give  it  In  thcM  cases  u  a  phjiician  wonld  be  to  girt 
quiaiQc  in  an  attack  of  ague-  Tbe  orgMi  which  ii  affected  ii  one  of  great  deli- 
cacj,  and  ot  the  ntmoit  importance  to  the  patient:  metcarj  Is  attttt  a  ^eciie 
remedf  than  anj  other  we  poeaeti;  and  it  can  not  be  laid  that  anj  KriiMii  erilt 
are  likrij  u>  follow  ila  carefiil  and  moderate  dm.  Thai,  thongh  we  ma^  nj  that 
there  ii  no  abaolote  rule  to  golden  In  tbe  ndminiUraUoD  ol  ipeclfici,  jet  tbei«ai« 
Tariont  easet  in  which  it  wonld  wem  that  the  surgeon  is  hardlj  jtistlfied  in  with- 
holding metcurj,  and  tb«re  are  other*  In  which  {set^  nearlj  the  same  thing  b«; 
be  said  of  Iodide  of  potassium,  to  this  opinion  we  are  confirmed  bj  obacrrii^ 
tbe  aathora,  whose  works  we  bare  been  noticing,  all  agree  in  recommeading  the 
nuitious  and  t«capernte  nse  of  tpecilic  remedies." 

^SPRCDLDH    IlLITKINATION   FOB   InBBCTS  IIT  THR   EaB. — Ob    Jutj 

Slst,  1869,  L ,  a  boy,  about  tea  yean  oM,  came  into  the  oSct 

shaking  his  head  Tioleatly,  wJtaalliDg  moat  Tociferotuly.  Being  nna* 
bJe  to  quiethis  agitation,  or  to  divine  itacan«  by  soporific  words,  I  re- 
sorted to  ''gentle  traction,"  and  drew  out  from  him  that  another  boy 
had  been  ponring  watar  into  his  left  ear.  An  ear  spectilam  was  at 
once  inserted  and  illnminated  by  means  of  a  laryngeal  mirror.  A 
small  black  speck  was  sighted,  which  rapidly  developed  into  a  blaok 
ant.  He  (the  ant)  saw  "salvation  free,"  and  made  for  the  light  %*• 
tinier.  So  accelerated  were  his  movements  we  coald  not  contemplate 
them,  and  when  he  stood  on  his  fore-legs  in  Uie  eipanded  end  of  the 
tube,  waving  hb  bnlboas  extremity  joyously  in  air,  we  misstook  him 
for  a  "  base -bat  list"  in  a  "striking"  attitude,  and  dodged.  That  ac- 
tion, however,  removed  speculum,  insect  and  the  patient's  distress. 

I  do  not  know  that  illnminatiou  by  mirror  Has  ever  been  broached 
for  the  removal  of  inseote  from  the  ear.  It  ia.a  simple  method,  and, 
I  doubt  not,  in  every  case,  will  prove  quickly  effective. 

(Our  Ohio  friend,  probably,  was  the  witness  of  auricular  confession 
when  tbe  ant  was  erect  as  he  describes  him,  or  it  might  have  been  a 
oaae  of  ant-tvenion,  while  certainly  its  abrupt  departure  would  be  re- 
garded as  a  ease  of  acute  procidentia.) 

Wanted. — The  September  number,  1844,  of  volume  IT,  of  the 
Walent  Lancet.  Tbe  entire  volume  will  be  purchased,  if  the  owsar 
requires  it.    Address  thia  oftce. 
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TbuKwiniMaiDtlMllf  »u  hupudoutrhlchlBptlbteta 
1i«  b«  lb*  nl;r  uiIbmI  vho,  <ImpI<Idi  III*  nUnn]  mMsi  at  ittMk  ntt  diftDo,  hu  deilHd  uw 
Beamt  at  dHtnctlon.  hs  li  iIh  tb<  oulf  uilnul  who  hu  tha  dcsln,  or  th«  ponr,  to  nllna  U* 
iBdMlBgi  of  hi*  fellow  dlli*ru>  uid  In  when  ilu  co-*iiiWn»  of  rauoa  ud  buiToltnca  atmt* 
k  Bunil  u  wall  u  u  laMlaeiHl  Hparknllj.— Oura'  Cuaicu.  Huioin. 


INDIANAPOLIS,  8BPTBMBBR,  1869. 


A  CASE  OF  OBSTINATE  EPISTAXIS,  REQUIRING  PLUG- 
GING OP  THE  POSTERIOR  NARES,  WITH  SOME  RE- 
MARKS ON  THE  AFFECTION  AND  THE  OPERATION. 

BT  JOHN  D.  JACKSON,  H.  D.,  OF  DARVILbR,  KT. 
IK— 4  Mm  lh«  Bajrl*  Ooaatj  Hwtieal  Soclaty  of  tha  SUM  of  Kaalockj,  Htrcb  2,  IKI.) 

On  Sunday  morniiig,  7th  of  Febntstj,  1869, 1  vaa  conBttited  by  a 
member  of  the  family  of  Hr.  S.  H.,  for  advice  as  to  the  most  proper 
conrse  to  pursue  to  check  an  obstinate  bcemoTrhage  from  the  nose,  of 
which  Mt.  M.  was  at  the  moment  suffering. 

The  mesBeiiger  laid  he  had  gone  to  bed  in  his  usual  health,  and 
had  awakened  about  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  to  find  his  pillow 
saturated  with  blood.  All  ordinary  popular  means  of  which  the  fam- 
ily knew,  had  been  tried  without  avail,  and  the  bleeding  was  continu- 
ing at  a  tolerably  rapid  rate,  though  the  patient  did  not  at  all  com- 
plain of  weakness,  notwithstanding  more  than  a  pint  of  blood  had 
been  lost. 

I  directed  the  messenger  (Hr.  H.'s  bod)  to  tell  his  fttber  to  stand 
erect,  with  both  hande  held  aloft  as  high  as  he  could  reach  for  a  few 
minnteB,  and  if  not  effectual  in  checking  the  bleeding,  to  have  him 
p«t  hotk  legs  up  to  the  knees  in  aa  hot  water  as  could  be  borne  by 
him;  to  snuff  up  the  nostrils  iee-cold  water,  and  bind  ioe  around  the 
neck  and  upon  the  head.     Being  in  the  act  of  visiting  a  case  whiob 
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would  deUin  me  u  half  or  three-quarters  of  an  hoar  at  the  time,  I  toM 
the  mesflenger  to  let  me  kDow,  about  the  time  of  my  expected  return, 
of  the  results  of  the  measares  recommeoded,  and  if  they  were  not  sac- 
eessfnl,  I  would  go  and  eee  the  patieot. 

Before  my  return  to  my  ofiee,  Hr.  H.  had  faintoA,  and  a  meaaeii- 
ger  was  Bent  for  my  immediate  presence  j  in  the  meanwhile,  finding 
me  absent,  he  took  Dr.  INinlap  with  liim.  On  retnnring  to  my  office 
and  seeing  the  eall  on  my  slate,  I  proceeded  toward  the  honse  of  the 
patient,  but  before  reaching  it,  met  Dr.  D.,  who  told  me  that  on  the 
gentlenran'ff  fatntirrg,  the  hemorrhage  had  ceased,  and  he  had  not 
found  it  necessary  to  do  anything. 

A  dose  of  Epsom  salts  had  been  taken  by  the  patient  of  his  own 
accord,  and  he  was  told  by  the  doctor  to  repeat  it  vnttl  the  bowet» 
were  freely  moved.  It  may  be  here  said  that  Mr.  M.  had  all  along 
been  in  good  health,  and  his  bowela  perfectly  regular.  The  paUent 
got  OD  well  on  Monday  and  Tuesday,  going  about  his  business  aa  osoal, 
feeling  none  the  worse  for  his  bleeding.  On  Wednesday  morning,  ths 
10th,  at  break  of  day,  I  was  again  summoned  to  see  him.  Hi^  aoa  said 
that  at  about  the  same  hour  as  on  Sunday  morning,  he  had  awakened 
and  found  his  pillow  aatnrated  with  blood,  and  that  the  luemorrhage 
was  continuing  unabated.  On  my  arrival,  I  found  him  sitting  with 
hia  feet  in  a  tab  of  hot  water,  and  a  basin  before  him  with  about  three' 
fourths  of  a  pint  of  blood  in  it,  and  a  spittoon  beside  him  containing 
nearly  as  much.  I  filled  the  left  side  of  the  anterior  nares  from  whicb 
the  hsemorrhage  was  coming,  with  lint  saturated  with  powdered  alnm 
made  into  a  magma  with  muriated  tincture  of  iron,  pushing  the  lint  as 
far  back  as  I  well  could.  The  blood  ceased  flowing  at  ooee.  The 
pulse  of  the  patient  was  very  good,  beii^  seventy-eight  to  the  min- 
ute, and  about  natural  in  volume.  He  said  that  be  ffiiuted  on  Sun- 
day, not  fVom  weakness,  he  thought,  so  much  as  from  the  intense  cold- 
ness and  pain  produced  by  the  ice  placed  over  his  head  and  neck;  the 
whole  neck,  and  especially  wed  over  the  carotids,  being  enveloptd  ia 
ioe.  H«  says  that  his  general  health  has  never  been  better  than  foi 
the  past  year. 

Left  bin,  *iij.oiDing  quietude — informing  the  family  that  I  bad  to 
ride  several  miles  into  the  country,  but  that  on  my  return  I  wished  t« 
hear  from  bim.  About  ten  o'clock  a.  m.,  the  hmmorrhaga  recurred. 
I  was  seat  for,  but  not  having  returned,  Dr.  Duolap  was  agaia  sailed 
in.    On  my  returu  to  my  ofiee  at  eleren,  finding  a  message  for  my  im- 
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mediate  kttendatice,  I  went  etraightway  to  the  boose,  and  foDod  Dr. 
D.  with  the  patient,  and  that  by  the  nee  of  lint  satarated  vitb  the  per- 
Btilphate  of  iron,  Ibe  bleeding  bad  been  partially  arrested,  tbongb  not 
completely  so.  He  bad  also  given  him,  internally,  ten  grains  of  tan- 
nic acid.  I  learned  that  he  had  again  taken  "salts"  that  morning  of 
his  own  accord,  and  that  it  had  operated  freely  three  times,  the  hnm- 
orrhage  returning  dnring  its  operation.  After  waiting  some  time,  and 
peroeiving  the  b4ood  to  still  flow  down  the  pharynx  by  the  posterior 
nares,  and  in  front  through  the  right  nostril,  the  left  nostril  being 
firmly  plumed,  we  removed  the  plugging,  and  replugged  quite  far 
back  with  fresh  lint  saturated  with  per-snlpbate  of  iron  and  powdered 
alum.  This  again  checked  the  haemorrhage,  when  Dr.  D.  left.  I  re- 
mained with  the  patient  about  a  half  hour  longer,  when  the  bleeding 
again  commenced,  flowing  in  a  trickling  stream  over  the  uvula  into 
the  pharynx ;  from  its  repeated  recurrence  and  long  continuance,  a  little 
web  of  flbrin  haring  formed,  and  was  hanging  down  from  the  uvula.  I 
again  removed  the  plugging,  and  endeavored  to  fill  the  posterior  nares 
through  the  nostril  with  dry  lint,  and  to  pack  it  well  up  against  the  turbi- 
nated bonea.  This  with  care  I  coold  partially  do,  though  could  not  paok 
the  lint  firmly  upward  where  I  most  desired,  and  at  a  point  ftom  which  I 
BUBpected  tbehsemorrbage  tocome,  jnst  where  the  narrow  tunneled  cham- 
ber uniting  the  anterior  with  the  posterior  nares  expands  out  into  the 
latter.  However,  I  temporarily  snooeeded  in  again  checking  the  hiem- 
orrhage;  but  it  was  not  ten  minutes  until  the  bleeding  agun  recurred. 
I  once  more  removed  all  the  lint  which  I  could,  for  some  in  the  poste- 
rior nares  remained,  and  again  packed,  covering  the  first  dossils  with 
dry  powdered  tannin,  and  used  dry  lint  for  the  anterior  chamber.  Think- 
ing, from  the  experience  I  once  had  in  manipulating  with  a  case  of 
fibroid  polyp  of  the  posterior  nares,  that  I  might  be  able  with  my  fin- 
ger alone,  unassisted  by  instruments,  to  place  a  piece  of  sponge  against 
the  posterior  nares  by  way  of  the  pharynx  over  the  soft  palate,  with  a 
good  deal  of  difficulty,  owing  to  the  involuntary  contraction  of  the  soft 
palate,  on  touching  its  edges,  drawing  up  against  the  superior  por- 
tion of  the  pharynx,  I  finally  succeeded  in  doing  so — plaoing  a  soft 
piece  against  the  posterior  orifices  of  the  two  nostrils,  as  I  could  feel 
them  with  my  forefinger.  Again  the  hnmorrhage  was  ohecked,  to 
again  burst  forth  after  a  few  minutes.  The  patient  had  now  lost  since 
morning,  as  well  as  one  could  estimate  it,  probably  three  pints  of  blood, 
posubly  more.     He  did  not,  however,  complain  of  faintness,  thougk 
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the  1m8  waa  commencing  to  tell  apon  his  oironUtioD,  and  his  hands,  all 
along  T«rm,  had  become  quite  oold. 

All  ordiaarj  meaoa  had  now,  to  my  mind,  proven  a  failure ;  and  a 
patient  of  aixt;  feara  of  age,  it  is  well  known,  will  not  recuperate  from 
an  exoessive  Iom  of  blood  like  one  of  sixteen.  Anyhow,  I  was  unwil- 
ling to  trust  to  further  temporiiing,  or  the  repetition  of  the  ejncope 
of  Sunday  for  ite  cessation.  Plngging  of  the  posterior  nares  was  the 
only  reliable  untried  means  left.  I  returned  to  my  ofllce,  and  provid- 
ing royeelf  with  a  number  fire  flexible  gum  bougie,  some  silk,  and  a 
large  and  a  small  siaed  uterine  sponge-tent,  in  company  with  Dr.  Don- 
lap,  haeteued  hack  to  the  patient.  Assisted  by  Pr.  D.,  I  introduced 
the  hongie  through  the  left  anterior  nostril,  the  posterior  nares,  and 
over  the  soft  palate,  until  it  emerged  into  the  pharynx,  when  seiaing 
it  with  a  pair  of  dressing-forceps,  I  drew  its  point  out  of  the  month, 
and  running  a  double  silk  ligature  through  the  point  of  the  bougie  by 
means  of  a  stout  needle,  ran  the  ligature  through  die  lai^e  tent,  so 
that  the  apex  of  the  cone  was  toward  tfae  month.  After  6xing  firmly 
the  ligature  upon  the  tent,  and  running  another  strand  of  silk  through 
the  base  of  the  sponge  so  as  to  be  enabled  to  wiUidraw  it,  I  withdrew 
the  bougie  through  the  nostril,  the  ligature  following  after,  drawing 
up  the  tent  over  the  arch  of  the  palate  to  the  posterior  nares.  A  little 
of  the  base  of  the  tent  projected  against  the  pharynx,  and  obstinate 
gagging  following,  it  was  necessary  to  withdraw  the  tent,  which  was 
easily  done  by  means  of  the  single  ligature,  and  cut  it  smaller.  Again 
it  was  introduced,  and  seemed  to  answer;  but  after  few  minutes  the 
moisture  of  the  parte  so  swelled  it  as  to  make  it  again  project  beyond 
the  arch  of  the'  palate,  and  render  its  presence  Intolerable.  It  was  a 
second  time  removed,  and  trimmed  down  to  a  site  rather  less  than  the 
smallest  tent,  which  we  had  not  introduced  from  dread  of  its  proving 
too  small.  This,  thongh  for  awhile  uncomfortable,  was  pretty  well 
borne,  its  introduction  being  followed  by  instantaneous  arrest  of  the 
hemorrhage;  the  anterior  narei  being  occluded  by  lint  crowded  in 
firmly,  and  the  atrandB  of  the  double  ligature  being  temporarily  passed 
over  the  cheeks  and  confined  to  the  back  of  the  head,  the  single  liga- 
ture depending  &om  the  base  of  the  sponge  beii^  drawn  out  of  a  cor- 
ner of  the  mouth  and  confined  over  one  ear.  This  was  at  four  o'clock 
P.  U.  At  nine  at  night,  found  him  getting  along  as  comfortably  as  could 
be  expected,  considering  the  fact  that  no  air  could  pass  through  either 
nostril,  thus  necessitating  the  mouth's  being  oonstautly  open  for  brealh- 
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ing.  Complained  a  good  deal  of  a  roKtiag  in  his  head,*  and  throbbing 
ftbove  the  roof  the  month  where  the  Bponge  presses.  Pulse,  ninety- 
six.  Left  ten  grains  of  Dover's  powder,  to  be  given  if  he  should  not 
be  able  to  sleep  without  it. 

Tkurtdag,  11th— Bested  prettj  well  by  aid  of  the  powder  last  oight ; 
pulse  eighty.  Has  taicen  some  mnsh  and  milk  for  breakfast,  though  swal- 
lows with  much  difficulty:  says  it  hurts  him  to  swallow,  and  that  his 
throat  is  very  sore.  Prescribed  twenty-drop  doses  of  muriated  tinc- 
ture of  iron  every  four  hours.  At  dark  he  had  marked  fever;  pulse, 
eighty-eight,  full  and  hard;  no  headache,  though  complaiuB  a  good 
deal  of  soft  palate,  and  of  the  offensive  odor  from  the  decomposition 
of  the  retained  blood  and  secretions  within  the  nostril.  Ordered 
bathing  of  the  face  and  hands  with  cold  water,  a  suspension  of  the 
iron,  and  a  repetition  of  the  Dover's  powder  if  necessary  to  produce 
sleep. 

FHday,  ISik — Rested  quiely  last  night  after  taking  the  powder. 
Mush  and  milk  again  taken  for  breakfast;  pulse  eighty;  tolerably  com- 
fortable, considering  everything.  Ordered  the  iron  in  fifteen-drop 
doses  as  often  as  on  yesterday.  At  nightfall  again  saw  him.  Skin 
hot;  pulse  eighty-eight,  full  and  hard;  f^ele  quite  uncomfortable. 
Says  he  took  a  glass  of  rich  milk  at  each  meal,  to-day,'  as  his  food) 
nothing  else;  will  take  a  glass  and  drink  it  all  down  at  once  without 
stopping — says  he  can  not  drink  otherwise.  Iron  suspended,  and  Do- 
ver's powder  repeated. 

Saturday,  ISth — As  heretofore,  pulse  eighty  in  the  morning,  and 
at  night  eighty-four.  Fever  coming  on  every  evening,  since  the  ves- 
peral  excitement  may  possibly  he  due  to  the  iron,  ordered  it  sus- 
pended— indications  for  its  use  are  not  very  marked  anyway. 

Sitndai/,  14th — The  fourth  day  since  plugging.  Removed  the 
dressing  with  some  difficulty,  owing  to  the  tightness  with  which  the 
Sponge  was  wedged  into  the  nares.  On  doing  so,  blood  flowed  down 
into  the  pharynx,  clotting  on  the  edges  of  the  soft  palate.  It,  how- 
ever, seemed  to  be  due  only  to  the  abrasion  on  removing  the  sponge, 

•  Hn  sommoDlf  patlsnti  toll  u  or  throbblngi  In  Iba  hud,  of  BalM  or  wloia  kfndi,  por- 
tlat  BoIaH,  ringing  nslHi,  whlrrlaf  noiiH,  ind  Ihs  Ilka  I  W<  tmt  than  oainllr  u  nenou 
■jBpt«B*»  Tbej  %n  wt;  bnt  tbej  *r*  naTT«n  ijDiptDou  devftlopwl  throngb  th«  blood  *vwl>. 
Tb4  AOQiidl  irt  Ihe  loitmdi  of  blood  pihIdb  throngb  Toneli  olT  gwrd,  of  nibbing  In  oihou 
ebuinelt,  or  Knoroni  inbatuiu.  Tbej  mn  BKUuplH  of  dtitnrbad  mDBCul&r  baUnce  belve»n 
hHTt  knd  irttrj,     And,  tttm  pHit  nhamtloo,  h  tStia  hsmorrbigs,  whto  the  heu-i  outm 

pUfenI  to  [be  throbblDi,  tb<  bdIh  of  tb«  bnd.    Tbe  baluico  to  dlitirbed—Si 
ITiamar,  Mid.  ■Timmami  Ou..  Oct  11,  WH. 
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whicli  had  been  preBsing  ao  firmly  on  the  mucous -membra  ne,  for  onlf 
ft  few  scoods  el&psed  before  its  cessation.  The  apex  of  the  sponge  had 
been  firmly  vedged  into  the  nares,  and  was  coTercd  with  pas  and  mu- 
cus and  tinged  with  a  little  blood.  The  nostrils  were  syringed  out 
with  cold  water,  and  the  patient  returned  to  bed  with  greatly  increased 
comfort,  though  he  still  can  not  breathe  through  cither  nostril. 

Monday,  ISth — Examined  the  patient  this  morning  by  booking  my 
forefinger  around  over  the  soft  palate, and  found  the  first  piece  of  sponge 
introduced  yet  remaining  and  firmly  impacted  against  the  posterior 
nsres,  but  more  especially  occluding  the  orifice  of  the  right  nostril 
Was  unable  to  remove  it  with  my  finger.  A  flexible  catheter  intro- 
duced by  the  nostril,  failed  to  loosen  it;  bnt  on  making  pressure  very 
firmly,  would  curl  upon  itself.  A  silver  catheter  and  large  probe,  on 
being  used,  each  gave  too  much  pain  to  persist  in  their  nse,  and,  be- 
sides, were  attended  by  Rlight  bleeding  Arom  the  nostril.  The  trouble 
on  using  force  by  tbe  nostril  was,  that  it  was  impossible,  by  sensation 
alone,  to  determine  that  the  pressure  was  not  being  made  upon  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  nares,  instead  of  the  foreign  body.  The 
sponge  was  too  far  back  to  be  reached  with  the  straight  dressing-for- 
ceps, and  all  the  curred  pairs  accessible  proved  equally  valueless,  be- 
oanse  of  not  being  properly  curved.  To  have  been  shaped  properly, 
they  should  have  been  bent  nearly  to  a  right  angle.  Finally,  the  fin- 
ger was  introduced  well  back  against  the  foreign  body,  and  on  press- 
ing down  the  palate  quite  firmly,  the  sponge  was  loosened  from  its  im- 
bedded position,  then  by  keeping  the  soft  palate  well  pressed  up,  I,  at 
last,  with  much  efi'ort,  succeeded  in  hooking  into  it  the  point  of  Sims' 
tenacalum,  and  removed  it.  No  blood  followed  its  removal,  though 
some  pus  was  upon  its  apex.  On  first  introducing  this  piece  of  sponge, 
a  piece  of  sewing-thread  had  been  fastened  to  it,  but  got  broken  ofi'. 

From  our  experience  in  this  case,  we  would  say,  that  in  future  we 
shall  always  nuike  it  a  first  care  to  attach  a  ttovt  ligalvre  to  tbe  sponge 
or  lint,  prior  to  its  introduction.  From  tbe  very  strong  traction  which 
it  was  found  necessary  to  use  upon  the  first  piece  removed  by  mean* 
of  tbe  silken  ligatnre  attached  to  it,  (so  firmly  was  it  impacted  in  the 
nares),  tbe  trouble  most  have  been  very  great  indeed,  had  not  the  pre- 
caution been  taken  to  attach  the  ligature.  We  lay  stress  upon  this 
point,  because  all  writers  upon  operative  surgery  do  not  speak  of  the 
necessity  of  using  this  ligature.  Bernard  and  Haette,  whose  work  is 
our  highest  authority  in  this  department  of  surgery,  do  not  spoak  of 
it,  thongb  their  translators,  Brs.  Van  Buren  and  lEaacB„iii afoot-note, 
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slhid«  to  it,  and  hint  at  tbe  ti<«ab)e  liable  to  aDsue  vhea  it«  introdno- 
tioD  baa  been  neglected.* 

COUMENTS. 

Epiatazia,  oi  bleeding  at  the  nose,  (for  though  the  word  com- 
pounded of  two  Greek  words  epi  upon,  aud  tta2o  I  flow  drop  bj  drop, 
woold  literally  apply  to  alow  bleeding  from  any  point,  has,  as  far  aa 
we  know,  been  always  confined  in  its  application  to  hsemonhage  firom 
the  sckneidema  membrane),  is  bo  common,  ao  every  day  an  occur- 
rence, that  it  is  osually  deemed  too  trifiing  to  be  worthy  the  notice  of 
the  medical  man;  but  aa  we  sometimet  see  it,  the  best  powera  of  the 
physician  may  be  taxed  in  controlling  it.  Possibly  the  thin  covering 
x>f  the  blood  vessels  of  the  naaal  passages  has  rendered  them  especially 
liable  to  rupture,  and  possibly  there  may  be  something  yet  andisooT- 
ered  in  their  minute  anatomy,  or  close  relation  to  the  large  cerebral 
vessels — the  internal  carotids,  fVom  which  they  originate,  especially 
subjecting  them  to  efl'usion  of  their  oontonts.  But,  be  the  cause  what 
it  maj,  we  are  all  cognisant  of  the  fact  that,  with  many  persona,  and 
especially  children,  nose -bleedings  are  exceeding  common,  succeeding 
alight  injuries,  or  violent  exercise,  or  mental  emotion,  or  headache,  or 
nncomfortable  sense  of  fullness  of  the  head,  and  that  sometimes  they 
are  plainly  vicarious  to  the  discharges,  and  especially  the  menstrual 
in  the  adnlt.f  So  well  is  all  this  known,  that  with  the  masses,  as  well 
as  vith  medical  men,  the  discharge  is  generally  deemed  a  salutary 
one — nature  being  supposed  to  use  the  parts  as  a  sort  of  safety-valve, 
and  the  hsemorrhaga  to  e&ct  the  prevention  of  probably  worse  troubles. 

The  direct  connection  of  tbe  ethmoidal  vessels  with  the  cerebral, 
makes  epistaxisa  local  bleeding  id  cases  of  cephalic  congestion.  This 
has  been  long  observed,  and  did  not  escape  the  shrewd  observation  of 

*ltr.  H.  ku,  to  UiU  dits,  Jidj  l>lh,  hwl  nc  ntnm  of  kcuon-liaga  mn  hii  noM.  Then 
liu,  honnr.  bMn  eiBnUnU  j  ytfaa  t,  ■a««din(  tbe  epiltuli,  u  ouenii]  dlKluvge,  but  tnt  tnm 
odor,  balBg  etiiplji  mncold.  Thii.  thODgh  It  hu  dlmlnlitaell,  •till  ptnlata  in  *  lUgbttT  unojint 
form,  ■iBnUUng  ■  mild  ebroDIc  csUrrh  of  tb«  Mt  noilrll,  dMplta  Hm  tjaltnatlo  •pplleiHoD  of 
nrbollcacld  iDlloiuuid  otbermaMU  tbrongb  TbnUoun'i  nutl  doocha.  ItlikqnMilDn  Inmr 
nlnd,  whMhor  the  dlKhirge  li  due  to  u  orlflul  letlon  of  ablch  tbe  eplatula  wu  the  ioltUl 
BjmptoB,  or  hu  been  produced  bj  tlie  per  enlphete  of  Inm  end  Btiirl&ted  tlactdn  of  Inn  and 
alam,  or  the  eoBtlneone lueeeiu e  of  the  •ponce  need  in  plagflni. 

At  baTtnc  ■  poatlble  eoaneelion  with  the  caie,  ve  would  mention  the  but,  thM  while  Id  Now 
Orlcena  eome  thirty  jvn  sgo,  Mr.  U.  wu  goToA  by  a  bollock,  the  woaod  larlog  ban  and  lojor- 
4ng  a  portion  of  the  left  mpeHor  nuuUUry  and  naaal  bonae.  rroai  thie  iDjury,  howeTor.  he  bafl 
usTer  eipeclall}  ■nfl'ared,  ogr  hftd  be  eier  had  laij  eerlooi  haaaoTrha|e  nntll  the  one  eboTe  re- 

■(  Wo  are  aware  of  a  Tory  carioni  eplitulul  lrllo»jncr»aj  In  tbe  caie  of  a  ilonl  joung  fcrmtr, 
who  bae  noTar  been  able  to  work  In  green  hump — an  j  jittentpt  to  do  to  balqc  Inmlablj  attended 
^.Twealed  noee-bleediqca. 
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Gftien,  who  Ib  related  to  have  once  inoraaaed  hia  raputation  vorj  mneb 
by  predicting  tliat  a  patient  Buffering  with  a  oerebral  trouble  to  whom 
he  waa  called,  would  not  get  better  until  the  nose  sbonld  bleed — a 
prognosis  which  the  result  verified.  Wsrdrop  mentions  cases  which, 
"  after  resisting  general  bleeding,  and  the  application  of  leeches  to  the- 
bead,  were  instantly  reliered  by  the  escape  of  even  a  few  drops  of 
blood  f¥om  the  nose."  He  te'.b  as  of  a  lady  soffsring  with  a  disorder 
of  the  head,  who  had  obtained  no  relief  from  the  local  bleedings  made 
at  the  hands  of  her  regular  medical  attendants,  and  who  ultimately 
consnlted  a  qnact  celebrated  for  lus  cures  of  head  troubles,  who  intro- 
duced up  the  schneideirian  membrane  an  instrument  which  he  twisted 
around,  and  was  followed  on  its  withdrawal,  by  a  flow  of  blood  tnm 
the  nostrils  to  her  immediate  relief.  Taking  hint  fVom  such  cases,  we 
might  seriously  aak  ourselves  the  question  whether  we  are  not  neglect- 
ing a  very  efficacious  means  of  local  depletion  in  cerebral  congestion 
and  infiammation  of  the  brain? 

But  it  is  not  with  reference  to  epistaxis  as  a  therapeutic  meaufl  ap- 
plicable to  the  remedying  of  other  troubles,  so  much  as  to  the  differ- 
ent therapeutic  measures  applicable  to  the  remedying  of  epistuift 
when  it  becomes  a  trouble,  that  we  would  direct  attention. 

It  is  a  rare  thing  that  nose-bleeding  goes  on  to  that  point  at  which 
life  is  endangered ;  the  very  loss  of  blood,  as  a  rule,  bears  its  own  rem- 
edy by  weakening  the  heart's  force,  and  hence  it  is,  w*  infer,  that  so 
many  remedies  are  in  repute  among  the  masseB,  coincidence  being  mis- 
taken for  consequence.  And  the  fact  that  every  case  of  epistaxis  may 
at  any  time  cease  spontaneously,  seems  hardly  to  hare  bv&a  taken> 
sufficient  account  of  by  many  of  the  profession  proper,  who  kave  re- 
corded an  unbounded  fkith  in  this  or  that  article  of  the  materia  med- 
iea,  because  following  its  administration,  there  faas  been  a  cesMtion  of 
bleeding.  This  should  always  be  taken  into  aooonnt  by  us,  when  we 
read  of  certain  medicines  proving  specifics  for  epistaxis  in  the  hands 
of  certain  phyaicians.  Premising  this  much,  we  would  say  that  Dr. 
Pockle  and  M.  Negri  declare  that  they  have  found  secale  eornutam 
to  Buoceed  in  arrestiog  hemorrhage  from  the  nose,  when  pluming  had 
failed.*  Dr.  Morris  hns  found  salt  ■  speeifto.f  Dr.  Watson  preSais 
acetate  of  lead  internally  in  the  disease,  while  Dr.  Latfaam  looks  on 
the  use  of  mercury  to  ptyalism  as  n  specific,  thoi^h  we  might  say  tlwt 
oases  are  on  record  of  epistezis  coming  on  while  the  patient  was  ptya- 
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lixed.  IntennitUnt  epistaxis  coming  on  on  alternate  days,  ani}  there-' 
fore  apparently  due  to  malaria,  has  promptly  censed  on  the  admioia- 
tratioD  of  quinine.  In  years  gone  by,  a  prime  remedy  for  this  locat 
bleeding  was  a  (c^neral  bleeding.  Any  one  who  will  read  the  clinical 
lectures  of  the  late  Dr.  John  £lIiotsoD,  may  find  ao  accotmt  cf  aa 
hospital  patient  of  his,  who  had  lost  a  pint  of  blood  on  thres  anccess- 
ive  nights,  and  for  whoa  he  prescribed  salts  and  sanna  internally,  amS 
venesection  to  the  amonnlof  fjxvi. 

There  seems  to  be,  to-day,  a  very  firn  reliance  on  the  part  of  mast 
of  the  profession,  upon  purgatives  in  obstinate  epistaxis,  a  reliance 
founded  on  the  recognised  phyaialogtoal  laws  regarding  counter- irrita- 
tion, or  determination  of  blood  to  parts.  It  is  upon  this  explanation 
that  table-salt  has  been  recommended  for  the  trouble,  just  as  it  has 
been  done  in  btemoptyais.  It  is  worthy  of  comment,  that  in  the  oaao 
recorded  above  by  ue,  the  third  recurrence  of  hnmorrbage;  came  on 
while  the  patient  was  at  stool  induced  by  the  action  of  sulphate  of 
magnesia.  It  may  also  be  mentioned,  that  in  the  midst  of  his  attack, 
be  took  dry  table-salt  in  large  quantities,  just  as  I  have  prescribed  it 
in  hnmoptysis  frequently  with  marked  effect,  though  no  good  result 
followed  its  use  in  bis  case. 

The  manaal  or  surgical  means,  are  as  numerous  as  the  tbernpeuti* 
or  medicinal  proper.  A  common  one,  founded  possibly  on  anatomical 
considerations,  though  erroneous,  is  the  placing  of  a  pledget  of  lint 
or  fold  of  paper  beneath  the  upper  lip;  and  a  paragraph  has  recently- 
been  going  the  rounds  of  the  newspapers  of  the  day,  declaring  tb* 
insertion  of  a  piece  of  ice  between  the  upper  lip  and  the  gnns  to  be  a 
specific  remedy.  On  the  principle  of  shock,  or  impression  reflectively 
acting  upon  the  vaso-motor  nerves  supplying  the  Schneiderian  mem~ 
branc,  just  as  the  application  of  ice  or  a  bunch  of  cold  keys  applied 
to  the  nape  of  the  neck  is  of  benefit,  we  may  explain  ita  efficacy; 
but  any  efficiency  of  the  method  is  not  satisfactorily  applicable  as  we' 
have  heard  it,  by  supposing  the  supply  of  blood  to  be  cut  off  or  dimin- 
ished by  pressure,  inasmuch  as  that  portion  of  the  membranes  covet- 
ing the  ethmoidal  sinuses,  and  the  part  from  which  the  h»morrhage  id 
obstinate  cases  is  most  apt  to  be  found  to  flow,  is  not  supplied  by  tho 
coronary  artery,  but  comes  nearly  directly  from  the  internal  carotid. 
The  ice  beneath  the  upper  lip  Mr.  M.  had  faithfully  tried,  hnt  without 
the  least  consequent  benefit,  before  calling  in  medical  aid. 

Dumas,  of  France,  thought  pressure  of  the  sares  agaisat  the  sep- 
tum aU-sufficient  to  check  the  hemorrhage.  di,:iip(Jm,GoOqIc 
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H.  Grihaa,  of  Cherbourg,  beliered  preemre  of  the  carotid  urterj  of 
the  side  of  the  Doetril  ft'om  which  Are  blood  flowed,  a  sovereigD  remedy. 
But  his  refianoe  is  not  based  on  satisfactory  anatomical  grounds,  when 
we  recollect  the  general  anastomosis  between  both  earotids  and  the 
vertebral  arteries. 

M.  N^grier,  of  Angers,  some  tweaty  years  since,  presented  to  the 
Academy  of  Sciences  of  Paris,  whkt  be  thought  to  be  an  inTalnable 
mode  of  checking  the  hnmorrhage,  which  consisted  of  raising  aloft 
tbe  arm  of  the  side  of  tlie  nostril  bleeding,  and  compressing  the  nos- 
tril with  the  other  hand.  Bat,  as  the  London  LawcH  of  that  day 
rather  wittily  said,  in  noticing  H.N^grier'sannonncement:  "The  pro- 
poser neglected  to  strte  -the  process  to  be  adopted  when  the  blood 
flows  from  both  nostrils — in  this  case  it  is  clear  that  both  arms  most 
Ik  raised  perpendicularly,  and  we  imagine  the  patient  must  close  the 
nostrils  by  compressing  them  between  tbe  great  toes.''  But  Monsieur 
N^grier's  recommendation  is  not  entirely  unsupported  by  a  show  of 
reason.  He  says:  "When  a  person  stands  in  the  ordinary  posture, 
with  his  arms  hanging  down,  the  force  needed  to  propel  the  blood 
through  his  npper  extremities  ia  about  half  that  which  would  be  re- 
quired if  his  arms  were  raised  perpendicularly  above  his  head.  But 
^ince  Uie  force  which  sends  the  blood  through  the  carotid  arteries  is 
the  same  as  that  which  causes  tt  to  circulate  through  the  brachial  arte- 
ries, and  there  is  nothing  in  the  mere  position  of  the  arms  above  the 
head  to  stimulate  the  heart  to  increased  action,  it  is  evident  that  a 
less  vig;orous  circalation  througli  the  car«tids  must  result  from  the 
increased  force  required  to  carry  on  the  circulation  through  the  upper 
extremities  >  " 

There  is  something  plausible  in  the  rationale  of  the  process  of  M. 
Kegrier,  though  it  signally  failed  in  Mr.  M.'s  case.  We  ougbt,  how- 
ever, to  say,  that  while  engaged  in  writing  this  paper,  we  were  called  (at  8 
A.  H.)  to  see  a  stout  negro  man  (who,  however,  has  cardiac  hypertoph; 
with  mitral  disease),  who  had  been  suficring  with  epistaxis,  since  one 
o'clock  tlie  previous  night,  and  who  bad  tried  presslcg  the  nostril 
against  tbe  septum  with  no  efi'ect  beyond  checking  the  flow  through 
it  to  come  out  at  tbe  other,  and  on  compressing  both,  the  blood  trick- 
led by  the  posterior  nares  into  the  pharynx.  On  my  arrival,  bathing 
the  face  and  head  with  ice-water,  snuffing  ice-water  up  the  nostrils,  as 
well  as  tbe  introduction  of  narrow  peices  of  ice  into  the  posterior  nares, 
the  snuffing  of  dry  powdered  alum,  the  placing  of  large  lumps  of  ice 
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over  the  carotids  and  npoa  tbe  nape  of  the  neck,  were  &II  tried  ia  vain ; 
bnt  that  ou  making  him  try  M.  N^grter's  method,  the  hemorrhage 
promptly  ceased,  without  an;  retarn  to  the  preseat,  as  f^r  as  I  know.' 

If  styptics,  or  a  cold  finid  could  be  brought  into  fall  contact 
with  the  bleeding  snrfaoe,  and  kept  continuoasly  so  applied  for  some 
minutes,  it  seems  to  us  that  next  to  plugging,  we  should  have  the  most 
efficient  means  of  arresting  the  heemorrhage.  The  great  difficulty  of 
placing  lint  in  accurate  contact,  or  causing  injections  thrown  in  by 
syringe  to  reach,  or  be  continuously  applied  to  a  spot  situated  high 
above  the  flow  of  the  nares,  and  on  the  mucous  membrane  covering 
the  dceply-groved  fosste  of  the  turbinated  boues,  is  readily  imagined. 
In  Thudicum's  apparatus  for  the  uasal  douche,  by  means  of  which  we 
know  a  continuous  stream  of  fluid  can  be  made  to  pass  the  entire  oir- 
cuit  of  tbe  nares,  entering  one  nostril,  passing  around  the  posterior 
nares,  and  flowing  out  by  the  opposite  anterior  nostril,  it  would  seem 
that  we  have  at  command  the  means  of  fulfilling  the  indication  most 
perfectly.  This,  however,  is  to  a  certain  extent  but  conjectural;  for 
though  we  are  aware  of  the  efficacy  of  its  application  in  cases  of 
ozsena,  due  to  disease  of  tbe  turbinated  bones,  yet  I  am  unable  to  say 
that  the  stream  sufficiently  fills  the  nares  during  its  passage,  to  be  con- 
stantly in  contact  with  the  turbinat«d  mucous -membrane  in  all  its  ex- 
tent. I  regretted  much  not  having  at  command  the  apparatus,  to  try 
its  effects  in  the  case  above  related. 

We  are  never  justifiable  in  plugging  the  posterior  nares,  unless  the 
patient  is  in  imminent  danger  from  lossof  blood,  until  we  have  tried  all 
ordinary  means  for  its  suppression;  for,  as  Sir  Thomas  Watson  truly 
says :  "  The  operation  of  plugging  the  nares  is  not  a  very  comfortable 
one  to  either  bear  or  perform."  Prof.  Gross  says  that  the  pracUtioner 
who  permits  his  patient  to  bleed  to  death  from  epistaxia,  "should, 
provided  he  has  had  a  fair  opportunity  of  exerting  his  skill,  be  held 
personally  responsible  for  his  life."  By  plugging,  we  do  not  check 
the  heemorrbage  by  direct  pressure,  but  what  is  really  an  indirect  press- 
ure is  effected  by  the  closure  of  the  anterior  and  posterior  orifices,  the 
only  apertures  of  exit;  for  although  we  have  the  ductm  ad  natum  re- 
maining open,  and  have  known  a  patient  to  blow  blood  out  of  the  comer 
of  his  eye  much  to  his  snrprise,andare  acquainted  with  a  little  boy  whom 
we  have  frequently  seen  blow  air  bubbles  ttom  the  pwncta  lachrymalia 
for  the  amnscment  of  his  companions,  yet  while  the  blood  can  coagu- 
late, no  fears  need  be  enterUined  of  its  welling  up  through  this  paa- 
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The  oparation  of  plagging  the  posterior  narea  b  a  verjr  simple  one, 
though  performed  nnder  the  cireumetances  under  which  we  are  fre- 
i|iKiitlj  called  to  perform  it,  ia  uauallj  a  rery  disagreeable  one,  and  la 
perfoTm  it  upon  a  small  child,  or  a  nerrous  woman,  whose  terror  and 
agitation  tend  to  frustrate  rather  than  aid  our  efforts,  we  imagine  it 
one  of  the  most  disagreeable  we  can  be  called  upon  to  perform  in  all 
surgery. 

The  ordinary  operation  is  the  one  performed  with  Belloc'a  eannla 
or  sound,  consisting  of  a  watch-spring  concealed  in  a  curved  silnr 
canula;  on  the  bntton  which  tips  the  instrument  being  sprung,  the 
stttel  spring,  armed  with  a  stout  silken  double  ligature,  cnrls  around 
the  velum  palati,  and  is  readily  drawn  out  of  the  mouth,  enabling  ns 
to  attach  a  piece  of  lint  o^  sponge,  to  be  drawn  up  into  the  posterior 
■area,  on  withdrawing  the  canula.  The  anterior  nares  we  readily  ping 
by  tying  the  double  ligature  hanging  out  of  the  nostril  around  anoUier 
pteoe  of  lint  or  sponge.     (Dr.  C.  Edwards.) 

Another  method  is,  to  pass  a  loop  of  silver  or  soft  iron  wire  through 
the  anterior  and  beyond  the  posterior  nares,  and  drawing  it  out  of  the 
month,  twiit  the  wire  around  a  dossil  of  lint  inserted  within  the  loop,  to 
Bow^be  drawn  back  into  the  posterior  narea,  and  the  anterior  ends  to  be 
twisted  aron&d  another  dossil  inserted  into  the  nostril.* 

Franck  has  recommended  a  piece  of  dried  pig's  int^atiue,  with  one 
end  tied,  to  be  insen«d  beyond  the  posterior  nares,  by  means  of  a 
Bonnd,  and  on  water  being  iigected  into  it,  when  full,  for  the  end  out- 
side the  nostril  to  be  tied.  Dr.  E.  A.  D'Aroy,  of  JerseyviUe,  Illinois, 
in  the  Medical  and  Surfieal  Reporter,  of  October  22,  1869,  gives  an 
account  of  a  case  of  obsdnate  epistaxis,  in  which  he  had  been  unable 
t«  stop  the  bleeding  by  plugging  after  the  ordinary  method,  in  which 
he  then  tried  the  pig's  intestine,  but  which  burst  by  the  distension 
from  the  water.  He  then  bad  a  sheep  killed,  and  used  the  oaopha- 
gas,  which  he  said  proved  sufficiently  strong,  and  enabled  him  to  save 
bis  patient's  life.f 

Mr.  Patrick  Gillespie  has  used  glaiier'a  putty  enclosed  in  a  linen 
bag,  after  unsuccessfnlly  using  lint;  the  hiemorrhage,  however,  recur- 
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red  once  or  ^ice  on  the  skrinkiBg  of  the  putty,  amd  from  his  aoeouot 
of  its  effects,  we  certainly  would  not  feel  disposed  to  rely  on  it. 

Martin  8t.  Ange,  modifying  Pranck's  method,  bae  inTeoted  a  liUla 
iRStntment  which  he  calls  the  RhinobyoD,  consisting  of  a  snail  bladder 
fastened  to  a  silver  canula,  with  a  stop-oock  attached.  The  bladder 
being  inserted  to  the  posterior  nares,  is  in8at«d  with  air,  whioh  is  re> 
tained  by  the  stop-cock,  and  th«  nostril  in  front  ia  then  plugged  with 
liDl. 

Probably  the  oottdom,  made  of  India  rubber  or  gold-beaters'  skin, 
and  now  to  be  found,  we  belieTe,  in  most  of  the  drag'Stores  of  the 
country,  would,  perverted  from  ite  original  purpose,  serve  an  excellent 
end  in  eases  where  the  ordinary  means  had  Ailed. 

One  of  the  simplest  means,  and  such  as  is  at  the  bauds  of  every 
doctor,  is  that  recommended  by  Hartin  Solos,  whioh  eonsiate  in  the 
introduction  of  a  flexible  gum  catheter  or  bongie  through  the  naree 
into  the  pharynx,  the  end  of  which,  on  being  drawn  out  through  tho- 
month,  ean  be  readily  threaded  and  armed  with  sponge  or  lint,  or 
bladder,  and  on  being  withdrawn,  can  as  efBoientiy  serve  the  purpose  of 
Belloc's  canula  as  one  eonld  wish  for. 

We  would  give  !t  as  our  humble  opinion,  that  it  is  impossible  for 
the  nose  to  bleed  when  it  has  been  properly  plugged  by  the  simple 
sponge.  But  to  plug  efficiently,  we  think  it  insnficient  that  a  piece 
of  sponge  of  any  shape,  or  no  shape,  ahonid  be  attached  to  the  liga- 
ture, as  is  generally  done,  but  that  fine  compressible  sponge  should  be, 
selected,  should  be  cut  into  a  eone  the  apex  of  whioh  is  sufficiently 
small  to  enUr  the  naret,  and  thus  accurately  close  the  aperture  of  exit. 

If  this  should  fail  because  of  fluidity  of  blood  from  the  previous 
exhausting  haemorrhage,  the  uterine  t«nt  of  compressed  sponge,  we 
imagine,  could  not,  though,  we  think,  the  un comfortableness  following 
its  swelling,  makes  it  nnadvisable  to  use  it,  unless  under  extreme  oir- 
cumstancea. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Triplett,  of  Woodstock,  Va.,  has  recorded  a  case  whieh, 
in  bis  hands,  proved  fatal,  after  exhausting  the  application  of  all  the 
local  astringents,  giving  every  hour,  internally,  two  grains  of  acetate 
of  lead  and  a  grain  of  opium,  until  the  patient  fell  asleep,  and  plug- 
ging the  posterior  nares  with  soft  surgeons'  sponge.  After  tbe  plug- 
ging the  htemorrhage  was  checked  for  some  hours,  but  while  sitting  up 
in  bed  eating,  the  stream  commenced  trickling  down  beside  tbe  sponge, 
and  the  patient  bled  to  death.* 
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We  hftve  only  been  sble  to  find  one  aecovnt  (^  the  poat-morteio 
signs  exhibited  by  the  schneiderian  membrane  after  death  from  epi- 
staxis.  This  was  related  by  Mr.  Criap  before  the  Londoo  Hedioa)  So- 
ciety in  183D,  and  was  the  case  of  a  woman  who  had  lost  a  Urge 
quantity  of  blood,  (eBtimated  at  four  quarts),  before  th«  nostrila 
were  plugged.  She  died  after  the  operation  in  convulsionB,  &nd  af- 
ter death  Ur.  Criap  Bays:  "On  removing  the  right  nasal  and  supe- 
rior maxillary  bonee,  the  body  of  the  sphenoid  and  the  orbital  plates 
of  the  frontal,  the  muoous -membrane  of  the  nose  and  the  BinuEes 
were  examined  with  great  care,  bat  no  vessel  oould  be  discorered 
from  which  the  blood  had  passed.  The  membrane  over  the  inner  por- 
tion of  the  turbinated  bone  was  in  a  state  of  slight  ecohymosis,  and  a 
small  clot  of  blood  was  in  contact  with  it."* 

Probably  some  present  may  think  an  apology  due,  for  detaining 
yon  M  long  upon  so  small  a  subject  as  "bleeding  at  the  nose;"  bat 
those  of  yea  who  have  had,  or  in  future  may  ever  have,  a  desperate 
case  requiring  pli^ging  of  the  posterior  nares,  will  hardly  think  Uie 
affectum  a  trifling  one,  whether  what  I  h^ve  said  has  been  worth  listen- 
ing to  or  not. 


THE  TRUE   AND  THE   FALSB   IN   THE  PROFUSION  OF 
MEDICINE.  

sr   DR.    WILBON    H0BB8,   CABTEAOE,    INDIANA. 

.  M  tluir  April  iflf.  IMii 


(Omtbiiud  fivm  On  Awfil  SwiAtr.) 

But  the  most  gigantic  system  of  quackery  that  erer  cursed  the 
world,  and  surely  we  may  expect  none  greater,  is  our  present  institu- 
tion of  Patent  Medicines.  It  is  a  loathsome  disease  which  has  ioTS- 
ded  the  whole  earth  from  pole  to  pole,  and  tiom  ocean  to  ocean.  While 
it  has  made  princely  fortunes  of  ill-gotten  gain  for  a  few  designing 
men,  it  has  filled  the  land  with  mourning  and  the  whole  earth  with 
lamentation.  Satan  has  thoroughly  equipped  patent  medicine  renders 
with  his  whole  armor  of  falsehood  and  deceit.  There  is  not  a  dis- 
ease, however  malignant,  which  they  no  not  promise  to  cure — there  is 
not  a  pain  they  do  not  promise  to  relieve — there  is  not  a  wound  they 
do  not  promise  to  heal. 


,Coo<^Il' 


THE  XKIFB  AMD  IHB  V.AL»  IM  HBDKSME.  583 

The  world  is  fiooded  with  lattera,  tonica,  anti-period ioe,  alterativeBr 
syrups,  bnlme,  ba)suas,  psiu-^illerB,  p&in-reliefH,  pain-paiDts,  paia- 
extraotera,  pectoralB,  expeotorants,  panaceaSr  oholagoguea,  mixtaras, 
extracta,  embrowtioBB,  liBimeats,  aalves,  blood- purifiers,  hlood-regen- 
erators,  oile,  loMnges,  plasters,  Termifuges,  ointments,  and  pills,  enough 
to  fight  all  the  battles  of  the  worlds  if  they  were  made  of  heaviaE 
metal. 

The  etymology  of  every  langnage  in  the  world,  from  the  Hottentot 
to  the  Anglo-Saxon,  is  taxed  to  furnish  names  for  these  vile  com- 
ponnds.  A  large  department  in  oar  ceuntry  staves  is  always  allotted 
to  them,  and  each  neighborhood  post  office  is  rare  to  be  si^plied. 
The  dmg  store  must  allot  at  least  every  othev  shelf  to  them,  and  no 
repntable  newspaper  thinks  it  right  to  appear  with  less  than  two  pages 
devoted  to  their  wonderfnl  merits.  They  have  fto  entirely  monopo- 
lised the  almanac  bnsiness,  that  now-a-days  o>e  ean  not  look  fgr  the 
day  of  the  month  or  the  change  of  the  moon,  without  being  insulted 
by  a  patent  medicine  advertisement.  The  public  highways  are  made 
disgasting  by  the  indecent  and  lying  notices  printed  upon  the  fenees 
and  out-houses,  where  the  eye  of  the  traveler  may  chance  to  fall. 
Every  means  which  the  arts  of  civilised  life  have  supplied  for  the 
communication  of  intelligenoe  is  prostituted  to  this  ignoble  purpose, 
that  there  may  not  be  a  victim  of  disease  or  aooident  upon  the  broad 
earth  IVom  which  something  may  not  be  filched.  The  appeals  for 
public  patronage  are  addressed  to  every  generous  impulse  and  noble 
sentiment  of  the  human  heart.  "If  it  were  possible  they  would  de- 
ceive the  very  elect." 

Let  ns  aoalyse  some  of  these  popular  medicines,  and  see  what 
they  ar«  wortb.  Of  those  designed  for  internal  use,  the  most  are  ap- 
plicable to  chronic  disease  if  ttv  any  at  all,  and  may  readily  be  divided 
into  three  great  classes,  vis:  expectorants,  alteratives  and  tonics,  to 
suit  the  three  great  families  of  disease,  vis:  of  the  pulmonary  and 
digestive  organs,  and  of  tha  general  nutrient  system.  If  the  nostrum 
be  designed  for  pulmonary  disease,  the  advertuement  will  set  oat  with 
an  ennmcration  of  all  the  symptoms  aod  conditiene  which  can  possibly 
arise  in  the  varions  diseases  of  these  ofgaos,  either  acute  or  ohronic, 
presenting  them  as  so  many  separate  diseases,  and  closing  by  saying 
that  this  wonderful  preparaUon  will  certainly  cure  them  all ;  and  won- 
derfal  Indeed  it  would  be  if  it  could  be  made  to  answer  so  many  dif- 
ferent conditioBB. 

Ayer's  cherry  pectoral  is  designed  for  soch  diseases,  and  is  com- 
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poMd  of  the  Sfrap  of  wild  okerry  tree  bark,  tartar  emetic  aad  acetate 
of  morphia.  This  wonld  bo  a  good  preBoriptioD  for  Bome  cases  of 
congh,  bat  it  can  not  cure  consumption,  and  no  one  who  uaderstands 
the  pathology  of  phthtBie  pntntontlis  would  recommend  its  continavd 
ase  in  that  diseaec.  tt  is  a  snitable  prescription  in  but  a  vary  small 
number  of  the  eases  in  which  it  is  paraded  aa  a  pofliUve  evre ;  yet  thot- 
sands  of  nnfortimato  invalids  hare  lieen  induced  by  flaming  advertiM* 
mente  and  manufactured  cerUficates,  to  place  all  their  earthly  hopes 
Upon  its  delusive  promises,  nntil,  wheu  nndecaived,  they  were  upoD 
the  brink  of  the  grave  from  which  nothing  could  rescne  thein.  So  of 
the  whole  claes  of  Tillainons  balms,  balsams,  extracts,  cbolagognes, 
Ac.  There  is  nothing  new  nbont  them,  and  very  little  that  la  oseAil. 
Their  groat  s«iccesa  arises  f^om  the  fact  that  many  persons  suppose 
themselves  sick  who 'are  not  so,  and  after  using  half  a  cord  of  bottles 
of  some  panacea,  they  have  but  to  suppose  themselves  wo!)  again  te 
bo  BO. 

Of  the  family  of  pill,  rhubarb,  aloes  snd  soap  are  the  constit- 
seDts  of  ninety-nine  oat  of  every  hundred  of  those  which  are  catkar- 
dc,  and  of  those  which  are  tonic,  the  bitter  extracts  with  sometimes 
the  addition  of  a  little  iron  will  tell  the  story  of  them  all.  Among 
the  linimente  there  is  little  choice  and  little  difference  of  composition. 
The  volatile  oils,  capsicum,  camphor  and  alcohol  constitute  the  whole 
of  them,  and  I  would  not  give  the  snap  of  my  finger  for  the  diffierenee 
between  them.  Perry  Davis'  pain-killer  is  little  else  than  tr.  of  capsi- 
cum. 

The  most  asefdl  class  of  patent  medicines  are  those  which  have 
the  least  medical  effect.  Swain,  Townsend  and  Bnll  each  made  princely 
fortunes  by  the  sale  of  the  syrup  of  a  drug  almost  destitate  of  medical 
quslitJes.  I  am  sorry  that  this  occasion  will  not  allow  me  to  do  jas> 
tice  to  this  villaiaons  traffic. 

Neither  will  time  allow  me  to  diseuss  the  more  humble  quack  sya- 
terns  and  quack  doctors,  t  can  barely  stop  to  mention  Indian  doctors 
who  go  to  heathenism  to  learn  nelance.  Since  my  attention  was  di- 
reotod  to  medicine  I  resided  two  years  among  the  sav^es  upon  onr 
Western  border,  and  while  there  I  took  especial  pains  to  learn  what 
the  Indians  know  about  disease  and  its  treatmenL  The  properties  of 
a  few  plants  are  known  to  them.  They  fVeqnently  oord  the  arm  and 
draw  blood  with  sharpened  fiint;  bst  aside  (^om  a  few  simple  means, 
they  rely  wholly  upon  conjuration  and  incantation.  They  have  fow 
diseases  amongst  them,  and  tiiese  fiew  are  acute— rarely  phronio.  The 
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cesBon  they  are  eo  stoat  &nd  hard;  &  people  is  not  their  Buccessfal 
Creatmeot  of  disease,  but  their  mode  of  life,  which  nips  in  infancy  all 
vho  have  not  iron  constitutions — thne  preventing  the  transmiBaion  of 
hereditary  wealc&esses. 

We  have  root-doctnrs,  too,  whose  eyea,  like  their  brother  rooters, 
oever  take  in  the  light  of  the  sun — Scotch  doctors,  that  old  Scotia 
would  blush  to  own — wtnd-doctors,  who.  blow  fire  out  of  bums  and 
scalds.  These  were  important  inveotions  in  the  days  of  steam-doc- 
tors— blood-doctors  who,  without  making  a  peg,  can  stay  hemor- 
rhages— conjuring  doctors,  who  can  cure  disease  by  touch,  &a.  Your 
patieuce  would  tire  were  I  to  recount  the  whole  race  of  qnaoks. 

Let  us  look  at  the  general  character  and  professional  attainments 
of  these  moustroBities.  Whatever  system  of  medicine  we  may  favor, 
whatever  opinions  of  disease  and  its  proper  treataient  we  may  enter- 
tain, the  structure  of  our  bodies  is  the  same,  and  we  should  equally 
and  alike  uaderstand  anatomy ;  the  Amctions  of  the  organs  are  the  same 
and  we  should  alike  understand  physiology.  So  of  all  the  sereral 
branches  which  go  to  make  up  the  science,  except  pathology  and  thera- 
peutics. Here  are  the  only  points  upon  which  we  can  difTer.  Hence, 
whether  a  man  is  a  steam-doctor,  root-doctor,  hydropathist,  homosopath- 
ist,  allopathtst,  or  what  else,  the  same  diligent  and  patient  industry, 
the  same  protracted  and  perseTering  research,  are  neoesary  to  fit  him 
to  assume  the  responsibilities  of  human  life  at  the  bedside.  There  are 
to  my  knowlege,  and  there  have  never  been,  but  two  systems  of 
medical  practice,  aside  from  the  regular  profession,  which  conferred 
the  degree  M.  D.,  or  required  a  preliminary  education  to  practice. 

In  the  days  of  Thompsonianiam  I  knew  many  self-styled  doctors 
who  never  read  medicine  a  month  before  commencing  practice,  and 
never  in  my  life  did  I  know  one  who  understood  medicine  as  a  science, 
OT  who  looked  into  books  for  knowledge.  So  of  the  whole  spawn  of 
medical  pTetenders.  Their  art,  if  tbey  can  be  said  to  have  any,  is  not 
founded  on  a  science,  and  they  study  no  science  to  acquire  an  art. 

Examine  the  nest  of  Indian  doctors,  Uroscopian  doctors,  Physio- 
medical  doctors,  and  the  whole  kith  and  kin  of  the  race  of  empirics, 
and  we  can  not  but  rejoice  that  they  disclaim  the  use  of  calomel  and 
the  lancet — these  would  be  dangerous  means  in  sqoh  hands,  used  with- 
out knowledge  and  guided  without  judgment.  These  remarks  apply 
with  equal  force  to  all  pretenders,  whether  in  or  out  of  the  regular 
school.  Unfortnnately  some  ape  the  scientific  profession,  who  have 
no  fitness  for  their  high  duties.  All  such  should  be  mad*  n.spoDB)- 
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ble  in  our  conrts  of  law,  for  there  is  no  good  reuon  vhy  every  nan 
who  obtains  money  by  false  preteDsea,  be  those  pretenses  what  Utej 
may,  should  not  be  punished  for  his  perfidy. 

Most  of  these  pretenders  rest  their  spleen  npon  certain  drugs  osed 
by  the  scientific  professioD,  while  they  accept  maay  or  most  others 
which  we  use.  They  first  object  to  mineral  medicines — they  would 
shut  out  from  their  catalogne  every  thing  but  vegetable  simples ;  veget- 
able simples  alone  is  their  motto,  and  with  this  upon  their  lips,  ninety- 
nine  out  of  every  hundred  prescriptions  which  the  knaTish  fools  make 
contain  one  or  more  minerals.  What  is  a  mineral?  "A  body  desti- 
tnte  of  organization,  and  which  oaturally  exists  within  the  earth  or 
at  its  surface."  We  eat  minerals,  and  drink  them,  and  breathe  them, 
Bud  they  are  oontiually  floating  aronnd  us — indeed  oar  bodies  are  but 
an  aggregation  of  mineral  matter,  united  by  fixed  oobesive  and  chem- 
ical laws,  and  arganized  and  made  alive  by  certain  yit&l  processes. 
Hence  minerals  can  not  be  very  dangerous  things  after  sU. 

Some  sects  say  it  is  not  mintralt  to  which  we  object,  bat  the  poitim- 
ow*  minerah.  Well,  if  we  go  to  casting  poisons  ont  of  the  "kit," 
why  not  cast  ont  vegetable  poisons  also?  The  most  violent  poisona 
which  nature  or  art  has  ever  produced  are  from  the  vegetable  king- 
dom— indeed,  there  are  few  mineral  poisons  of  any  considerable  po- 
tency. 

A  substance  may  or  may  not  be  poisonons  according  to  the  eir- 
cnmstances  under  which  it  is  used  end  the  quantity  taken.  One  grain 
of  arsenic  is  a  poisons-one -sixteenth  of  a  grain  is  not;  t«n  grains  ot 
opinm  ia  a  poison — one  grain  is  not.  So  we  mnat  not  set  drugs  aside 
because  they  are  poisons,  or  we  will  have  little  left. 

Bat  the  most  decided  objections  are  brought  against  calomel,  oplnm, 
blistering  and  the  lancet.  I  can  not  now  diaousa  the  merits  of  tbeae 
remedies,  or  the  nature  of  the  objections  bronght  againet  them;  but  I 
will  here  say  that  did  I  believe  that  calomel  had  produced  one  hun- 
dredth part  of  the  miseries  imputed  to  it,  I  would  cast  it  from  me 
despised  and  detested. 

But  I  know  the  accnaation  false  as  imputed.  The  honest  history  of 
the  drug — the  testimony  of  the  profeasion — my  own  obserrnUon  ^nd 
experience  so  prove.  I  know  it  to  be  a  mild  medicine,  and  at  the  save 
time  a  potent  agent.  It  should  be  administered  only  by  those  whe 
snderstand  its  properties  and  uses — the  sante  may  be  aaid  of  all  reme- 
dies. It  has,  doubtless,  sometimes  produced  bad  effects,  bnt  I  have 
merer  seen  such.  I  have  been  nearly  twenty  yean  engaged  in  the 
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practice  of  medicioc — three  jearB  an  army  surgeon — where  many  thon- 
Baad  aick  passed  under  my  eye,  and  in  all  that  time  I  have  but  once 
seen  a  mercorinl  ulcer  as  large  as  a  wafer.  I  am  nearly  forty-six  years 
old,  and  ncTcr  yet  saw  a  case  of  mercurial  gangrene — kaye  seen  bat 
two  cases  in  wbicb  an  intelligent  jnry  would  decide  that  mercury  had 
left  permanent  traces  behind  it.  I  am  well  satisfied  that  I  have  seen 
hundreds  of  cases  in  which  it  gave  the  only  hope  of  life. 

But  even  admitting  that  sad  effects  sometimes  follow  its  use,  sci- 
ence has  furnished  us  no  8nbstitut«  for  it,  and  it  is  far  bett«r  that  a 
few  should  bear  ite  permanent  traces  than  that  many  more  should  die 
without  it. 

We  frequently  hear  persons  who  have  arisen  from  what  was  for 
weeks  or  months  thought  to  be  a  death-bed — with  impaired  constitu- 
tions, attribute  all  their  infirmities  to  the  itrong  medicine  they  took 
while  sick,  especially  to  the  calomel  and  quinine — not  once  dreaming 
that  the  disease  which  brought  them  to  "death's  door,"  could  have 
done  them  any  permanent  harm.  All  injuries  mast  be  saddled  upon 
the  friends  that  come  to  the  rescue — oothiug  upon  the  enemy  that 
made  the  attack.  This  parade  against  "lirong  medicine"  is  made  to 
deceive.  Suppose  an  invading  army  were  landed  upon  our  shore, 
would  we  send  boys  to  drive  them  back?  If  an  armed  assassin  should 
attack  your  family,  would  you  send  a  child  to  the  rescue?  As  well 
might  we  in  cases  of  malignant  disease,  go  forward  to  meet  the  grim 
monster  death,  and  give  bim  battle  with  milk  and  water  forces.  Sucb 
attacks  demand  the  whole  artillery  of  medication,  and  even  then  the 
assailant  is  too  often  victor.  The  defence  should  be  wisely  propor- 
tioned to  the  invading  force.  To-day  I  was  called  to  see  a  lady  suf- 
fering from  acute  infiammatiou  of  a  vital  organ.  As  I  moved  ray  seat 
to  the  table  to  arrange  my  prescription,  she  said  to  me:  "Please,  Doc- 
tor— please  don't  give  me  any  strong  medicine.  I  am  so  weak  I  can't 
bear  it."  She  knows  not  why  she  is  so  weak.  She  does  not  realise 
that  an  armed  foe  has  taken  complete  possession  of  her,  and  bound 
her  hand  and  foot,  and  that  none  but  a  mightier  than  he  can  dispos- 
sess bim. 

But  we  must  not  pursue  this  subject  further,  interesting  as  it  is. 
We  have  thns  hastily  reviewed  a  few  of  the  Quack  systems  and  Quack 
doctors  which,  during  the  last  few  years,  and  at  present,  have  claimed 
and  DOW  claim  the  honors  and  profits  of  the  profession  of  medicine. 
From  the  greatest  to  the  least  of  them,  they  hava  na  settled  princi* 
pies  founded  upon  reason  or  science,  but  are  made  up  of  a  few  speoifi^  I C 
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nodes  and  ndccrUin  opinions;  and,  vandering  f^om  these,  tbey  be- 
eone  self-coDtT&dictorj  and  lost.  Like  will-o'-the-wispa,  they  arise 
fVom  the  bog  in  which  they  are  born,  to  duzle  and  mislead  the  ondn- 
)«n8  beholders — flonrish  their  brief  hour  in  darkness  and  clonds,  aad 
dimppear  to  make  place  for  a  successoiP  Whereas  true  medicine  has 
gone  onward,  right  onward,  gathering  wisdom  from  every  age,  country 
and  olime.  The  sleeping  centuries  have  not  dimmed  the  lustre  of  her 
eye,  or  silvered  her  aged  locks,  but  with  the  freshness,  vigor  and  elas- 
ticity of  yontb,  she  steps  right  onward  with  the  majesty  of  a  qneen. 
The  frnite  of  beneficence  and  love  are  scattered  wherever  her  foot- 
steps tread;  and  when  her  arm  is  too  short  to  save,  she  drops  a  tear 
and  points  to  6od. 

"HiU,  nobia  Qnwnl    SpMd  onirtTi]--rJcht  oal" 


A  SYNOPSIS  OF  SOME  GUNSHOT  WOUNDS. 


OIVEB,  M.  D.J  OF  CINCIHNATI. 

The  following  is  a  report  of  gunshot  wounds  which  oame  under 
my  personal  observation  and  care  at  the  battle  of  Crettysburg,  and  is 
taken  from  the  original  record  made  by  myself  during  the  period  of 
the  exbtence  of  the  field  hospital,  (aboatsiz  weeks,)  of  which  I  had 
eharge. 

The  wounded  were,  generally,  men  of  robust  constitution  and  in 
fine  physical  condition  at  the  time  of  the  receipt  of  Uieir  injoriea. 

It  is  proper  to  state  that  the  situation  of  the  field-hospital  was  on 
an  eminence,  at  the  foot  of  which  flowed  a  bold  stream  which  supplied 
us  with  an  abundance  of  fresh,  clear  water.  The  shelter  which  I  pre- 
ferred and  obtained  was  the  single  lent-fiy.  Baoh  one  was  so  stretched 
over  the  ridge-pole  as  to  be  about  three  feet  from  the  ground  on  the 
sides,  and  of  course  the  ends  were  entirely  open.  Three  men  wer«  ai 
many  as  were  placed  under  one  shelter.  Perfect  drainage  was  bccob- 
pliehed  by  ditching  and  by  the  natural  declivity  upon  which  the  hospi- 
tal was  established. 

As  the  reader  is  aware,  the  season  was  nearly  mid-summer — in- 
tense sunlight,  alternating  with  frequent  showers. 

Police  duty  was  daily  performed  by  detailed  nunes  and  convalea- 
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All  debriB  was  carefally  rernvved  and  buried  in  sinka,  into  which 
fresh  e&rth  was  daily  throwa. 

Offing  to  k  deficiency  in  the  number  of  tent-flies,  about  soTonty- 
five  men  were  placed  in  contiguous  bouses.  These  wounded  eongrata- 
lated  themBcWes  upon  what  they  conceived  to  be  good  fortune,  but 
which  I  would  have  been  glad  to  avoid ;  and  the  result  proved  what  I 
expected,  namely,  a  greater  mortality  and  slower  recovery  in  the 
houses  than  under  the  flies.  This  experience  accords  with  all  my  pre- 
vious and  subsequent  observation  of  field -hospitals.  Nor  can  I  attrib- 
ute ^ia  difference  in  mortality  and  recovery  to  any  difference  in  the 
class  of  cases  in  the  respective  situations.  Of  the  wounds  here  re- 
ported, the  majority  of  complications  of  tetanus  and  all  of  the  cases 
of  hospital -gangrene,  erysipelas  and  pysemia  Occurred  in  the  houses. 

Some  explanation  is  due  to  those  not  acquainted  with  the  great 
difficulty,  nay,  impossibility  of  making  a  full  and  satisfactory  record 
at  such  a  time  and  under  such  circumstances. 

There  were  many  individual  cases  whose  intimate  history  would 
have  been  of  great  interest  to  the  profession,  and  which  would  have 
afforded  me  great  pleasure  and  satisfaction  to  report,  but  the  press  not 
only  of  professional  but  of  executive  business  on  such  occasions  ren- 
ders a  close  record  of  each  individual  case  impossible.  Many  of  the 
salient  points  of  tbese  oases  I  remember,  but  in  matt«rB  of  this  kind 
I  prefer  to  adhere  to  records  made  at  the  time,  lest  I  might,  unwit- 
tingly, be  led  and  lead  others  into  mistake. 

These  records,  if  valuable  at  all,  are,  therefore,  chiefly  so  in  a  gen- 
eral statistical  point  of  view,  and  I  give  them  to  the  profession  for 
what  they  are  worth: 
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With  the  exception  of  four  shell -wqunds,  all  were  caased  by  small 
projectiles — a  fact  acooanted  for  bj  both  the  comparative  infreqaeacj 
and  fatality  of  shell-wonndB. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  table  that  the  total  nnmber  of 
oases  was  two  bandred  and  seventy-one;  that  the  total  nnmber  of 
deaths  waa  thirty-seven,  that  the  per  centage  of  deaths  was  tliirteen. 

There  were  thirty-four  amputations  performed,  eight  deaths  result- 
ing thereafter,  making  twenty-four  per  cent,  of  deaths  subsequent  (o 
amputation.  The  adjoining  table  exhibits  the  mortality  following 
amputations  of  the  eeveial  parts : 
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It  is  proper  to  state  that  the  circular  operation  was  performed 
wherever  practicable,  and  in  the  majority  of  cases. 

The  death  against  the  amputations  of  the  forearm  was  caused  by  a 
wound  of  the  right  lung,  received  simultaneously  with  that  of  the 
arm. 

Of  the  three  deaths  against  amputations  of  the  leg,  one  case  died 
of  tetanus — one  suffered  ampntation  of  both  legs  simaltaoeously — 
and  one  was  a  secondary  operation,  and  died  of  p 
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i){  th«  four  deaUiB  ugaioBt  unpntioDS  of  the  tbitch,  two  cases  died 
of  tetanna — two  died  of  pyemia,  and  were  secondary  operations — all 
were  at  or  above  middle  tbird  of  ibe  tbigh. 

In  all,  tbere  were  three  fleooodary  amputations,  and  all  proved 
fatal — death  ooourring  ftom  pyemia. 

One  resection  of  the  shoulder -joint  was  suocesefally  performed 
by  Dr.  Lewis,  now  of  Alexandria,  Va.,  very  soon  after  the  receipt  of 
the  wonnd.  The  head  of  the  bamems  was  removed  with  an  ineb  of 
the  shafL  I  am  told  that  at  this  tjme  tbe  patient  perceives  little  dif- 
ference ta  tbe  ntility  of  bis  arms. 

No  seoondary  hemorrhage  occurred  to  complicate  any  case. 

Nine  fracturet  occurred  not  requiring  operative  interference  be- 
_yond  the  simple  removal  of  comminuted  bone.  All  promised  to  make 
a  good'recovery  at  the  time  they  were  removed  to  the  general  bospital. 
The  situation  and  relative  numbers  of  the  fractures  is  as  follows: 

Forearm,  two;  bnmeraa,  four;  ctavical,  one;  leg,  one;  thigh,  one; 
ftactares  requiring  no  operative  iuterfer^noe,  nine. 

Visceral  wounds  were  attended  with  tbe  following  mortality: 


...., 
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7 
8 

1 
3 
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6 
8 
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Total....- 

19 

14 

74 

Wounds  of  joints  were  attended  with  tbe  following  mortality: 
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22 

4 

18 

Ho  operative  interference  was  allowed  in  any  of  these  wounds,  ei- . 
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ceptthe  reeection  of  the  shoulder-joint  in  one  inetance,  and  arnpnU- 
tion  in  tvo  insUnceB. 

The  comparBtive  liKUlitj  of  diffeTent  regions  to  iojnry  in  bsttle, 
according  to  this  'report,  as  well  as  the  number  and  per  eentage  of 
deaths,  may  be  seen  fVom  ths  followii^  table: 
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40 
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14 
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1 
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14 
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7.    Genital  organa...., ^ ^ 

... 
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37 
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Of  seven  cases  of  telanos,  tkree  occurred  after  ampntation — alt 
died.  Of  the  wounds  of  the  abdomen,  one  is  especially  woitby  of 
mention. 

It  occurred  to  "  John  Dowdy,  Company  Q,  twenty -eighth  regiment." 
He  was  strnck  by  a  minoie  ball  just  below  the  ensiform  cartilage^ 
aboot  five  o'clock  in  the  evening;  the  next  morning  ke  passed  the  ball 
by  the  rectum  imbedded  in  natural  fcaces. 

This  is  not  so  strange  as  the  fact  that  he  recovered  without  any- 
appreciable  constitutional  disturbance  beyond  that  produced  by  opiom. 

The  other  deaths  not  accounted  for  (nine)  occurred  &om  the  shock 
of  wound,  tetanus,  dysentery  and  pysemia. 


THE  FORCES  OF  ORGANIC  LIFE— HOW  INFLUENCED  BY 
CHLOROFORM  IN  THE  PRODUCTION  OP  AN.^SSTHASIA 
AND  DEATH.  

BT  Z.  C.  m'ELBOT,  H.  S.,  OF  ZAHKSVIIE,  OHIO, 
Pntldsnl  HukLngnm  CoaBtj  Uadiwl  Soctolj. 


Many  years  since — the  writer  is  no  longer  young — the  fblloviog 
incident  was  read,  when  or  where,  not  now  rscoUeoted. 

An  Englishman,  after  ship-wreck,  found  himself  on  an.  island,, 
among  a  people  whose  language  he  did  not  understand.    This  added 
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80  much  to  his  other  miafortaDes  and  difficulties,  that  he  conceived  the 
idea  that  a  eommon  education  in  all  ciTilized  conntrias  should  inclade 
a  nniTBTsal  language  of  aigns,  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  might  pes- 
sihlj  he  thrown  together  speaking  different  languages.  In  due  time 
he  reached  home,  and  immediately  set  aboutcarrying  his  idea  into  prac- 
tical effect.  For  this  purpose  he  visited  the  great  seats  of  learning  in 
and  ahont  London,  hnt  met  with  little  or  no  encouragement,  save  that 
at  ooe  of  these  he  was  informed  that  there  was  such  a  chair,  with  a 
pTofesBor,  in  Bdinhurgh.  He  at  once  hastened  off  to  that  city.  Those 
in  London  who  had  told  him  this  to  get  rid  of  him,  finding  him  so 
ranch  in  earnest,  wrote  to  some  acquaintances  connected  with  the  Uni- 
versity there,  to  humor  hie  whim  when  he  arrived,  and  give  him  an  au- 
dience. On  inquiry  of  the  janitor  it  Edinhargh,  he  was  informed 
that  there  was  a  professor  of  a  universal  language  by  signs,  and  that  he 
wonld  be  in  his  rooms  at  a  certain  hour.  The  matter  was  taken  in 
band  by  a  few  studenta,  who  imposed  the  duty  of  acting  the  profeasor 
upon  the  rather  sharp  witted  janitor,  who  had  lost  an  eye.  At  the 
appointed  hoar,  the  stranger  was  promptly  at  the  University,  and  was 
conducted  to  the  professor's  room.  On  entering  he  held  up  one  fin- 
ger. The  janitor,  in  reply,  held  up  three.  There  were  other  signs 
exchanged,  but  these  two  serve  my  present  purpose.  After  being 
bowed  out  of  the  professor's  room,  he  was  met  by  the  mischievous  stu- 
dents, who  eagerly  inquired  of  him  about  his  interview.  The  English- 
raan  replied  by  stating  that  on  entering  he  held  up  one  finger,  to  sig- 
nify that  there  was  but  one  God.  The  professor  had  held  up  three, 
signifying  that  God  existed  in  the  three  persons,  the  Trinity,  Ac,  &c. 
Their  next  object  was  to  obtain  the  janitor's  account;  who  said  that 
the  Englishman  was  very  personal  and  impndent,  for  on  entering  the 
room,  he  had  held  np  one  finger  to  signify  that  he,  the  janitor,  had 
but  one  eye.  In  return,  he  said  he  had  held  up  three  fingers,  to  sig- 
nify that  they  had  three  eyes  between  them. 

The  article  ou  "  Death  from  Chloroforia,"*  by  Dr.  Jones  of  Circle- 
vilte,  0.,  recalled  this  incident  to  memory.  Though  our  subjects  ar» 
not  identical,  there  is,  nevertheless,  a  close  relaUonship;  sufficiently 
BO,  perhaps,  to  be  practically  treated  as  such.  He  thinks  my  theoret- 
ical explanation  of  the  conversion  of  gravity  into  organic  force,!  ■!> 
reBuscitation  from  impending  death,  dne  to  overdoses  of  choroform, 
very  absnrd.     That  may  be  so;  but  it  seems  to  me  he  fails  to  show  it 
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to  he  80,  either  by  facte  or  reasoniDf;.  That  it  «>b  theoretical  tm  my 
part  ifl  Dot  &B  argnmeot  ftgaiost  the  truth  of  the  ezphmatioo  given; 
for  the  oqIj  originator  of  -action  can  be  theory,  and  the  choice  Hei 
between  one  that  is  hap-baiiard,  and  one  that  is  adopted  on  ration^ 
gronnda."* 

Three  facta  are,  hovevvr,  recogmied  b;  both  oFns:  One,  that  orer- 
doBes  of  chloroform  have  prodaced  death;  another,  that  by  alt  qoan- 
titicB,  small  or  large,  life  is  ofben  placed  in  jeopardy;  third,  that  those 
BO  imperiled  a«e  frequently  resuscitated. 

Ninr,  the  actnal  death,  or  peril  to  life,  after  the  inhalation  sf  ohlo- 
roform,  and  reBueoitation  from  itDpendiag  death,  do  not  oconr  by  chanee 
or  accident;  hut,  like  all  other  phenomena  of  organic  Hfe,  are  in  obe- 
dience to  inTariable  laws,  and  correct  philosophic  explanatioQ  of  Uie 
eventB,  binges  apon  connecting  them  properly  with  the  laws  govern- 
ing organic  dynamicB.  Permit  me,  therefore,  space  for  further  eiplan- 
atioD. 

From  our  articles,  it  is  evident  that  Dr.  Jones  and  myself  kiok  at 
organic  dynamics  from  very  different  stand-points,  «r  the  conclnsioas 
we  arrive  at  would  hardly  vary  so  much;  for  tiiey  «re  as  diverse  aa 
the  interpretations  of  holding  up  one  and  three  Sngers,  respectively, 
by  the  shipwrecked  Englishman  and  Edinburgh  janitor. 

Through  two  decades  of  professional  experience  the  hnman  body 
and  life  were  mysteries,  and  therapeutics  a  muddle;  though  Horner, 
Jackson  and  Wood  bad  explained  them  to  me,  as  they  had  done  h> 
thousands  before  and  since.  It  was  somehow  comprehended,  4.hoogh 
not  very  clearly,  that  human  bodies  were  constructed  out  of  the  food 
eaten ;  but  then  there  were  so  many  isolated  and  contradictory  ficts 
in  regard  to  it,  all  resting  on  equally  good  "authority"  in  such  mat- 
ters, that  I  was  contented  to  learn,  in  therapentics,  that  "tetanus" 
had  been  "  suooessfully  treated  with  calabar  bean,"  or  that  "obest- 
unt  leaves"  were  good  for  "  whooping -cough,  "f  Ac,  Ac.  And  so, 
chewing  the  cud  of  contentment,  relied  on  "authority"  in  all  matters 
professional ;  uot,  howevor,  without  many  misgivings  as  to  its  propriety, 
and  longings  for  a  "more  excellent  way." 

Some  years  since  a  review  of  a  book  was  read  whose  subject  was 
"The  Correlation  and  Conservation  of  Forces."  At  that  time  I  was 
somewhat  anxiously  casting  about  for  a  subject  for  a  "valedictory  ad- 
dress," to  be  delivered  to  the  society  which  has  so  often  honored  me 
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by  electing  me  its  prefliding  officer.  No  time  vae  lost  in  obtaiDing  the 
book,  an  American  republication,  as  well  as  some  English  works,  and, 
in  fact,  all  that  had  been  published  on  the  subject  at  home  or  abroad. 
The  society  was  notified  several  months  in  advance  of  the  subjects  of 
the  valedictory,  which  was  received  as  a  pleasantry  rather  than  as  a 
matter  of  scientifio  interest;  and  so,  I  was  nick -named  "The  Forces." 
Though  frequently  inquired  of  about  "The  Forces,"  nothing  was  said 
in  reply  but  badiTtage,  until  the  valedictory  was  read.  It  was  received 
with  much  surprise;  though  the  members  are  lemarkable  for  their 
general  and  professional  culture.  In  subsequent  papers  read  to  the 
society,  or  published,  correlation  of  force  has  been  pushed  into  prac* 
tical  medicine  farther  than  by  any  other,  no  matter  what  his  position 
Id  the  world  of  scienea  and  letters,  known  to  me,  on  either  side  of  the 
Atlantic.  Many  other  circnmstances  gradually  led  me,  step  by  step, 
to  resolve  the  mystery  of  life  to  my  own  satisfaction.  It  was  made 
clear  to  me  that  the  human  body  was  composed  of  ordinary  elements, 
which  are  well  known,  and  controlled  by  forces  equally  well  known, 
save  in  one  particular.. 

A  germ  of  the  wheat  plant;  a  soil,  with  mointure,  light,  heat,  and 
the  atmosphere,  supplied  the  conditions  for  its  growth  and  multiplioa- 
tioa  very  many  fold.  Its  seed,  after  undergoing  sundry  mechanical 
processes  of  grinding,  sifting,  &c.;  and  then  some  chemical  alterations, 
arrested  at  a  certain  stage  by  heat — baking  and  bread,  "the  staff  of 
life,"  is  the  result.  Of  this  staff  of  life,  man  and  beast,  reptile  and 
bird,  Ssh  or  insect,  mollusk  or  worm  might  partake,  and  with  similar 
conditions  surrounding,  to-wit:  light,  heat  and  moisture,  with  the  oc- 
cult chemistry  and  dynamics  of  organic  life,  the  wbeaten  loaf  formed 
tissues  for  all.  It  was  to  the  mode  of  force  which  thus,  out  of  the 
wbeaten  loaf,  constructed  the  tissues  for  all,  that  the  term  "formless" 
or  "orgauisiDg"  was  suggested  and  applied,  because  the  wbeaten  loaf 
was  certainly  "formless"  protoplasm — the  first  matter  or  "phyueal 
basis  of  life,"*  and  that  the  form  which  it  should  assume  when  eaten 
by  a  living  being,  depended  solely  on  what  that  living  being  should 
be;  whether  man  or  beast,  bird  or  fish,  reptile,  worm  or  insect: 
black,  or  white,  or  poly-colored,  deformed  or  symetrical,  old  or  young, 
learned  or  unlearned,  civilised  or  savage ;  and  as  each  had  its  own  spC' 
cific  forms,  the  power  or  force  which  gave  these  forma  would  be  aocn- 
rately  and  scientifically  expressed  by  the  terms  "form-force,"  or 
"architect  of  o^anization."     And  it  appeared  certain  that  the  force 
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or  power  or  labor,  which  assimilated  the  protoplaam — first  Biattei  of 
life — to  each  of  these  forms,  wss  but  %  oootiDaation  of  the  ordinarr 
phpical  forces  of  light,  heat,  &c.,  which  had  organised  from  earbonie 
acid, ammonia,  water,  and  theearth;  and  saline  constituents,  the  wheatea 
kernel  or  germ;  and  as  the  potter  bad  power  over  the  clay  to  make 
one  vessel  or  form  for  one  purpose,  and  another,  out  of  the  same  elay, 
for  another,  it  was  evident  that  in  all  forms,  whether  organic  or  inor- 
ganic, there  was  a  necessity  for  the  laborer  and  architect;  that  though 
there  were  sometimes,  and  exceptionally,  combined  in  one  person,  as 
in  the  potter,  making  the  forms  of  his  own  fancy  or  design,  they  were, 
in  reality,  in  the  construcUou  of  organic  forms,  separate  modes  of 
force,  or  there  would  be  no  protoplasm,  or  first  matter  of  life  for  all — 
hence,  in  substituting  for  the  term  vitality — which  is  apparently  sin- 
gle, and  without  definite  meaning,  in  fact  used  to  cover  a  vast  masa  of 
ignorance,  and  repel  investigation,  two  terms,  expressive  of  exact  and 
definite  modes  of  force,  the  matter  to  my  mind  was  greatly  simplified; 
though  Dr.  Jones  thinks  that  the  multiplication  of  terms  has,  to  him, 
added  complexity.  But  it  does  seem  to  me  that  two  terms,  with  defi- 
nite meanings,  expressive  of  exact  facts  or  laws,  are  more  simple  than 
one  term  without  definite  meaning.  And  this  was  all  the  more  coa- 
Bpiouons  in  reasoning  them,  through  to  consequences.  Thus,  over 
the  formless  or  organising  force,  therapeutic  agents  unquestionably 
have  infiuence  to  promote  or  retard  its  operations  in  many  ways,  as  by 
low  temperature  and  rest,  the  velocity  of  tissue  wasta  and  repair  are 
reduced  to  their  minimum;  while  high  temperature  and  physical  labor, 
run  both  up  to  their  maximum,  as  exemplified  by  laborers  in  harvest 
fields. 

But  the  matter  of  form  is  beyond  the  control  of  remedial  agents. 
Two  weeks  since  it  was  my  privilege  to  assist  at  the  post-mortem  of  a 
child  twenty-two  months  old,  from  whom  was  taken  what  was  once  a 
mesenteric  gland,  but  theu  was  a  formless  mass  weighing  eight  pounds, 
though  the  entire  little  patient,  tumor  and  all,  weighed  only  tweo^- 
two.  Here  was  eight  pounds  of  oi^aulo  matter  out  of  normal  form  in 
a  child's  abdomen,  and  was  the  occasion  of  its  death  partly  by  me- 
chanical pressure  on  the  remaining  contents  of  the  abdominal  and  tho- 
racic cavities,  and  partly  by  the  appropriation  of  so  much  of  the  pro- 
toplasm eaten  by  the  child,  to  the  growth  of  the  abnormal  form. 

It  adds  nothing  to  our  knowledge  to  say  that  it  was  a  cancerooa 
mass;  for  what  does  the  word  cancer  mean?  Why,  something  malig- 
nant and  awful — that  is  all.    The  tumor  was  congtmet«d  out  of  the 
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same  first  matter  of  life  as  the  tissaes  of  normal  form,  and  b;  the 
nme  organiiing  or  formless  force.  These  are  the  facts ;  then  why  not 
saj  that  the  Dormal  type  or  form  was  lost,  and  Uiat  therapentio  agentfl 
to  restore  it  are  unkaown,  i.  e.,  oyer  that  mode  of  force  giving  and 
preaeiring  forms,  amidst  the  ceaselesa  moleoolar  changes  of  oi^anio 
tissues,  we  can,  hy  remedial  ageale,  exercise  no  control.  To  designate 
snch,  the  term  was  Bnggested,  because  it  expresses  definitely  ite  pnr- 
poses  and  results  in  oi^nio  life;  and,  as  in  the  child's  case,  organiia- 
tion  went  on,  producing  tisane  or  structure  of  one  uniform  type  for- 
eign to  the  body,  the  term  formleas  was,  in  like  manner,  snggesled,  u 
expreasive  of  its  purposes  and  results.  The  little  patient  had  thera- 
peutic agents  given  to  retard  the  operations  of  the  formleas  force, 
which  probably  prolonged  its  life  many  daysj  but,  as  tbey  had  no 
power  to  restore  lost  forms,  the  little  sufierer  passed  away.  Them- 
pentic  agents  can  and  do  promote  or  retard  the  operations  of  the  organ- 
ising or  formless  force;  but  cues  of  lost  forma  are  given  over  to  the 
surgeon,  whose  sole  power  lies  in  their  removal  or  destmotion;  and 
in  some  cases,  as  in  that  of  the  little  child,  he,  too,  is  powerless. 

It  does  seem  to  me,  therefoie,  that  my  Eubstitntion  of  two  forms, 
with  definite  meanings,  for  one  without,  signifies  my  conceptions  and 
ideas  of  organic  life.  For  its  mystery,  apparently,  lies  solely  in  its 
forms.  The  same  formless  "first  matter  of  life,"  being  used  to  eon- 
stmct  all  organic  forms,  whether  in  man  or  beast,  reptile  or  bird,  fiah 
or  worm,  mollnsk  or  insect. 

This  explanation  and  justification  for  my  new  terms  and  division 
of  the  forces  of  organic  life,  wonld  be  esteemed  invulnerable,  were  it 
not  that  the  difficulties  of  "communication,"*  so  graphically  set  forth 
by  Hr.  Wasson,  are  remembered  and  realised.  These,  like  the  story 
of  the  Eoglisbman  and  janitor,  remind  me  that,  certainly,  got  this 
side  of  the  milleninm,  will  we  all  see  or  think  alike.  But  to  me  these 
definite  conceptions  of  the  forces  of  organic  life,  throw  a  flood  of 
light  upon  my  ministrations  to  the  siok,  and  explain  intelligible  form- 
ulae the  separate  provinces  of  the  physician  and  surgeon  in  the  man* 
agement  of  the  "disarrangements"  of  the  human  body.  The  science, 
skill  an^  art  of  the  surgeon  certainly  foils  outside  of  the  "healing 
art,"  for  U>  him  pre-eminently  belongs  the  province  of  destruction, 
tecfmdum  tcimtiam;  while  te  the  physician  is  committed  the  oftentimes 
difficult  task  of  "promoting  here,  restraining  there,  and  so  bringing 
about  that  equilibrium  of  the  forces  of  life  which  constitute  bealth."'|' 
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Id  diBpoaing  of  Dr.  Jones'  objections  to  my  ol&ssific&tioD  of  the 
forces  of  organio  life,  it  m&j  be  proper  to  aaj  that  the  organising  or 
formless  force,  is  certainly  a  co-relation  of  tlie  ordinary  phyaicKl  forces 
of  light,  heat,  &c.;  and  is  to  be  regarded  as  the  laborer — and  that  the 
form  force  is  the  architect — the  giver  and  preserver  of  form  with  the 
momentarily  changing  material  of  organic  tissnea.  And  that  these 
relations  of  laborer  and  architect  are  constant  and  unchangeable,  so 
far  as  purposes  and  results  are  concerned  in  organic  life.  That  a  dis- 
tarbance  of  their  uataral  relations  constitutes  disease — that  is  to  say, 
where  form  is  preserved,  but  repair  arrested,  or  where  form  is  lost  and 
repur  continues — the  one  medical,  the  other  surgical,  but  each  tend- 
ing to  death. 

In  the  conBideration  of  impending  death,  or  death  forces  over  doses 
of  chloroform,  in  my  former  article,  they  were  considered  entirely 
f^om  a  dynamical  point  of  view.  When  enveloped  in  the  muddle  here- 
tofore spoken  of  in  regard  to  organic  life,  and  the  relations  of  thera- 
pentic  agents  to  organic  structures,  such  terms  as  "asphyxia,"  "spaenu 
of  the  glottis,"  &c.,  &.C.,  had  to  satisfy  me  as  to  how  these  cooditiooB 
were  brought  about.  But  when  held  down  squarely  to  consider  and 
realize  that  the  aclA  of  the  circulation  and  respiration  were  due  to 
some  mode  of  force,  and  that  in  the  act  of  their  acoomplishment  force 
was  not  destroyed,  but  correlated  in  some  other  mode  of  force,  it  was 
found  necessary  to  leave  them  entirely  out  of  consideration  as  too 
loose  or  indefinite  for  the  espreasioD  of  the  Eolution  of  any  dynamic 
problem.  The  acts  of  oircqiation  respiration  require  power.  Where 
does  this  power  come  from?  Physiology  points  to  the  nerve  masses 
(not  nerves)  as  the  source.  Pathology  shows  that  it  does  not  reside 
in  the  nerves,  and  further  shows,  that  the  nerves  are  only  conductors 
of  forc#. 

Again,  force  depends  always,  whether  in  organic  or  inorganic  na- 
tures, upon  change  of  matter.  Thus,  the  natural  forces  available  to 
man  for  mechanical  results,  are  gravity — as  full  of  water,  gravity  in 
every  such  instance  being  correlated  in  heat,  though  compelled  to  tars 
round  mill-stones  before  it  is  dbpersed  as  heat.  Cnrrenta  of  wind — 
heat  being  correlated  as  mechanical  motion.  Combustion — chemical 
affinity — complex  organic  compounds  retrocediog  to  simple  states — 
the  heat  correlated  in  organisation,  reappearing  during  their  oxidalJon 
or  oombuBtion. 

So,  also,  in  organic  nature.  All  animal  life  depends  for  food,  at 
last,  on  the  vegetable  kingdom.     As  inorganic  elements  are  advanced 
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tn  orgKiriiation,  light  and  heat  are  correlated,  oonBiimed,  or  disappeay, 
and  Torm  part  of  the  oi^nizatioD  itself.  That  is  to  bb;,  a  grain  »f 
wheat  represents  so  macb  G.  H.  N.  0.  S.  P.  +  )ight  and  heat.  Upoa 
the  return  of  these  elements  to  their  states  in  nature,  the  heated  cor- 
related in  its  organiEation,  reappears.  If  it  were  not  the  law  that  all 
organie  compoands  represent  their  inorganic  elements,  plus  heat,  gard- 
ners  conld  hare  no  hot-beds  from  the  slow  oxidation  of  refuse  vegeta- 
ble matter,  as  manure,  grasees,  &c.  Hence  the  formnlie,  "fot  ever^ 
djoamic  result,  there  must  be  change  of  matter." 

The  cironlation  and  respiratioQ  beiog  dynamic  results,  reqinire 
power  or  force  for  tbeir  continuance.  That  force  depends  on  change 
of  naatter ;  and  death  bj  chloroform  is  eettainlj  due  to  an  arrest  of  the 
changes  of  matter,  which  furuisbes  the  forces  for  each,  in  all  instaucea 
whaterer.  Dr.  Jones  objects  to  the  formuls  that  death  bj  chloroform 
is  alvaye  dne  to  paralysis  of  the  lungs,  or  hearty  er  both.  What  is 
paralysis?  Can  it  be  anything  else  than  a  suspension  of  the  power 
necessary  for  the  performance  of  their  functions?  Then,  again,  force 
in  organic  life  always  depends  on,  or  it  is  due  to,  oxidation.  How  can 
oxidation  be  carried  on  without  oxygen? 

Dr.  Jones  speaks  of  the  "respiratory  sense,"  by  this,  perhaps, 
meaning  the  "hunger,"  as  it  were,  of  the  oapilliuries for  oxygen.  As 
this  was  not  alluded  to  in  any  way  in  my  article  on  the  conversion  of 
gravity  into  organic  force,  it  requires  no  notice  here. 

The  remainder  of  Jones'  physiology  is,  to  say  the  least,  a  little 
"foggy."  Hy  understanding  Is,  that  destrttctive  metamorphosis  in  the 
living  body,  for  the  production  of  dynamic  force,  can  only  take  place 
where  oxygen  is  supplied ;  and  that  atmospheres  of  nitrogen  and  hy- 
drogen, or  either,  are  incapable  of  oxidising  any  organic  substance 
whatever. 

Dr.  J.  may  be  sure  that  the  reign  of  law  is  supreme  in  the  hnman 
body,  as  well  as  all  organic  life,  and  that  nothing  occurs  by  chance,  or 
outside  the  pale  of  law.  Chlortrfbrm  is  sometimes  the  immediate  occa- 
sion of  death.  For  it  must  not  be  foi^tten  that  we  are  all  due,  or 
owing,  each  for  ourselves,  to  death.  (Debemw  morti  no*  ■aoHraque.') 
Before  death,  in  such  oases,  the  heart  and  lungs  cease  their  play;  in 
my  experience  in  impending  death,  (never  had  a  death  firom  chloro- 
form), sometimes  one,  and  sometimes  the  other  fail  first,  and  the  ful- 
ure  to  perform  their  acts  is  certainly  due  to  want  of  power  or  force. 

In  the  study  of  dynamics,  force  must  be  traced  through  all  its  cor- 
relations, or  modes,  always  remembering  that  it  can  neither,  be  in- 
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creased  or  deatrojed.  If  one  mode  of  force  diuppean,  another  Te- 
appMrs;  for  the  forces  of  l^kt,  keat,  chemical  ftffinity,  gravitj,  Ac^ 
«re  all  convertible  into  «ach  other,  and  each  into  all. 

In  the  arrest  of  the  circulation  by  oloroform,  heat,  and  iU  correU< 
tive,  meohanical  force,  disappears,  and  gravity  re-appears,  ms  shown  bj 
.  the  blood  Battling  to  the  most  dependent  portions  of  its  circnit  in  ibt 
body.  By  depressing  the  head,  before  the  blood  has  coagulated, 
gravity  takes  it  to  the  brain  and  Innga  and  nerve  masses;  and,  as  a 
Dr.  Mobtey's  case,  disappears,  organic  force  reappearing.  Can  any- 
thing b«  more  plain,  or  more  certainly  demonstrated? 

Permit  me  to  say,  in  conclusion,  that  I  thank  Dr.  J.  for  the  oppor- 
tunity he  has  afforded  me  to  ezplua  the  modes  by  nhich  the  results 
stated  in  my  former  article  were  reached.  Facts  I  know,  and  taw  I 
know,  but  symbols,  as  asphyxia,  in  the  solution  of  dynamic  problems, 
I  reject  Nor  should  it  ever  be  forgotten  that  the  terms  used  in  sci- 
ence are  symbols.  Facta  will  live  forever.  Symbols  may  and  do 
change.  It  is  a  melancholy  fact  that  chloroform  has,  apparently,  ter- 
minated life.  The  symbol,  asphyxia,  has  served  its  purpose,  and  most 
give  way  to  some  other  term  more  definite.  When  a  better  fonnuln, 
or  one  better  expressive  of  the  facts  and  laws  concerned  in  the  dy- 
namics of  anawthasin,  death,  and  impending  death  ttota  chloroform, 
than  "arrestofdestrnctivemetamorpliosis,"  is  presented  tome,  all  pos- 
sible hftst«  will  be  made  in  adopting  it,  and  consigning  my  own  to  ob- 
livion. But,  nntil  then,  I  most  hold  that  "arrest  of  metamorposis" 
fkirly  represents  the  facts  and  law  dynamically,  as  presented  in  death 
f^m  overdoses  of  chloroform. 


A  MEANS  OF  MAINTAINING  AN  ARTIFICIAL  OPENING 
IN  TKE  MEMBRANA  TYMPANI. 


BT  DR.  ASAIH  POLITZSB. 


Towards  the  close  of  last  year  I  reported  in  this  jonmal  a  method 
of  maintaining  an  artificial  opening  in  the  tympanum  of  the  ear,  which 
succeeded  in  a  case  of  great  deafness  in  improving  the  hearing  in  a 
Tery  high  degree. 

The  method  consisted  in  using  a  hard  rubber  eyelet  wiA  a  groove 
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rormGd  aronad  it,  bo  that  the  rim  of  the  perforation  of  the  tympaavm 
eloses  upon  it,  thus  holding  it  fast  and  allowing  the  air  to  IVeelj  enter 
tlie  tympanic  cavity.  The  report  allnded  to  was  made  six  weeks  after 
the  operation,  and  a  considerable  time  haa  elapsed.  I  will  give  a  fni- 
t&er  history  of  the  ease,  and  will  follow  it  by  a  namber  of  other  cases 
Bince  operated  upon.'  As  I  suppose  the  history  of  this  case  and  ope- 
ration is  only  known  to  a  part  of  our  readers,  I  think  it  for  the  better 
understanding  of  the  case  to  give  a  synopsis  of  it. 

A  woman,  aged  forty-eight  years,  of  Vienna,  suffered  two  yeara 
ago  with  an  acute  inflammation  of  the  middle  ear,  on  the  left  side, 
cansing  a  perforation  of  the  tympannm.  After  the  flow  of  the  secre- 
tion stopped,  the  hearing  was  not  very  bad,  bnt  at  the  same  time  she 
contd,  at  will,  force  the  air  through  the  ear.  Suddenly  she  became 
very  deaf,  and  had  a  continual  loud  noise  in  her  ear,  at  the  same  time 
she  noticed  her  inability  to  force  air  through  the  ear.  The  examina- 
tion of  the  tympanum  showed  a  cicatrix  in  the  place  of  the  perforation. 
This  was  situated  under  the  manubrium,  oval  in  shape,  horiiontal  in 
position,  one  line  long,  and  one-half  line  high  (wide),  thin  and  sunken 
inward.  A  strong  cylinder  watch  was  heard  only  when  pressed  against 
the  ear,  and  conversation  about  three  feet  distantj  after  the  inflation 
of  the  middle  ear,  the  increase  of  the  hearing  of  the  voice  was  only 
one  foot. 

I  bad,  in  this  case,  anticipated  difficulty  in  the  son nd-conduc ting 
organs,  the  mallens  and  incus,  which  has  formed  adhesions  to  the  wall 
of  the  tympanic  cavity,  caused  by  the  previous  ulceration.  I  was  led 
to  this  conclusion  by  the  symptoms  given  by  the  patient,  who  said,  as 
long  as  she  could  force  the  air  through  the  ear  she  was  in  but  a  small 
degree  deaf.  During  the  existence  of  the  perforation,  the  sound- 
waves could  pass  into  the  tympanic  cavity  and  strike  upon  the  stapes, 
and  from  there  to  the  labyrinth ;  but  after  its  closure,  this  opportunity 
for  reaching  the  labyrinth  was  cut  off,  and  deafness  followed.  All 
this  went  to  show  that  the  indication  for  improving  the  bearing,  was 
to  open  again  the  previous  perforation;  but  up  to  this  time  our  expe- 
rience teaches  us  that  all  artificial  openings  soon  close  by  cicatrization. 
For  the  prevention  of  this  closure  I  used  the  hard  rubber  eyelet  above 
described.  An  opening  through  the  cicatricial  tissue  was  made  with  a 
paracenteais  knife;  the  eyelet  was  then  placed  into  this  opening  by  a 
very  slender  pincette.  The  watch  which,  just  before  the  operation, 
required  pressure  to  the  ear,  was  now  heard  nine  inches,  and  the 
voice  forty  feet  instead  of  three  feet. 
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This  Operation  was  performed  on  the  26th  of  October,  1868.  DdT' 
iog  the  interval  I  have  had  frequeut  opportunitj  of  examiaing  her, 
and  of  preseotiog  to  mj  hearers  ia  the  hospital.  The  patient,  daring 
these  examioatloss,  haa  experienced  no  pain,  nor  the  feeling  of  anj- 
thiug  in  her  ear — the  tinnitus  aarium  has  entirely  left.  The  distanos 
that  the  watch  is  now  heard  has  increased  to  tveptj-tvo  inches,  and 
the  voice,  in  converaation,  to  sixtj  feet.  As  is  seen,  the  hearing  was 
not  only  restored  to  a  great  degree  immediatelj  after  the  operation, 
but  has  been  improving  ever  since. 

One  thing  worthy  of  notice  is,  the  changing  of  the  position  of  the 
eyelet  in  the  tympanum.  It  has  moved  backward  one  and  a-half  linsa 
from  where  it  was  originally  placed.  By  examination,  the  cicatrix 
can  bo  seen  under  the  manubrium,  and  the  eyelet  at  the  distance  firmly 
clasped  by  a  part  of  the  tympanum  that  is  not  composed  of  cicatricial 
tissue.  A  dark  gray  line  reaches  from  the  original  perforation  to  the 
eyelet,  showing  the  way  or  track  that  it  took  to  where  it  now  rests. 
The  reason  for  this  movement  1  am  not  at  present  prepared  to  give,  but 
must  make  more  observations,  before  coming  to  a  definite  conctusion. 

The  utility  of  any  method  can  not  be  decided  by  one  trial — only 
the  result  of  several  cases  can  give  satisfactory  proof  of  its  value.  I 
have  here  reported  this  case  of  six  months  standing,  and  althoagh  the 
hearing  has  been  certainly  improving  since  the  operation,  yet,  I  con- 
aider  the  period  too  short  to  come  to  a  decided  conclusion.  For  that 
reason  I  thought  it  better  to  postpone  the  complete  report  of  the  last 
cases  operated  upon,  and  give  what  general  experience  I  have  gath- 
ered from  them. 

The  opening  is  made  through  the  tympanum  with  a  strong  para- 
oenteeis  knife,  bent  at  a  right  angle;  where  the  space  in  the  meatM 
will  permit  it,  the  opening  is  made  under  the  manubrium,  or  in  the 
posterior  quadrant- membrane,  and  where  the  meatus  was  too  small  or 
the  curvature  too  great,  it  waa  made  in  the  anterior  quadrant-mem- 
brane; but  this  last  place  was  not  profitable,  as  in  two  cases  the  eyeltl 
oamc  out  by  suppuration,  which  was  supposed  to  be  caused  by  the  eye- 
let pressing  on  the  incns,  which  is  only  a  small  distance  behind  this. 
To  enlarge  the  opening  in  the  tympanum,  I  used  a  laminaTxa  $tabclieT, 
two  lines  broad  by  one-quarter  line  wide,  very  carefully  rounded  and 
smoothed  at  the  end.  This  was  dampened  and  passed  one-half  line 
through  the  opening  into  the  tympanic  cavity.  The  inserting  of  this 
was  more  or  less  painful,  as  well  as  its  swelling,  and  the  withdrawal  of 
it.    It  mnst  nat  be  neglected  to  put  in  a  few  drops  of  water  immedi- 
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ately  after  tlie  iDBertion,  to  oaase  its  even  enelling,  and  tho  leas  paiQ- 
fal  extraction.  Id  one  case  where  the  point  only  of  the  laminaria  was 
dampened  it  swelled  in  the  cavity,  cansing  much  nseleBa  pain  to  the 
patient  when  it  was  extracted. 

In  a  few  casea  there  was  very  little  excess  of  secretion  after  the 
withdrawal  of  the  laminaria.  In  all  normal  and  thickened  tympan- 
nma,  there  waa  only  a  slight  swelling  around  the  perforation,  or  of  the 
whole  tympanum.  In  one  of  the  oases  the  entering  of  the  opening  by 
the  laminaria  caused  conaiderable  pain  and  awelling,  which  lasted  even 
through  the  following  day;  but  on  the  next  day  all  thia  pasaed  sway. 
On  examination  of  the  ear,  I  found  the  eyelet  was  in  its  proper  place, 
and  baa  remained  thus.  This  was  three  months  ago,  December,  1868, 
aince  then  there'  has  been  no  scretion  or  inflammation,  while  the  hear- 
ing is  constantly  improving.  It  was  the  easiest  to  put  tlie  eyelet  in  a 
tympannm  where  there  was  a  cicatrix  or  an  atrophy.  In  anch  casea 
it  was  entirely  unnecessary  to  enlarge  the  opening  with  the  laminaria; 
the  use  of  a  small  prohe  waa  enough  to  open  it,  or  even  to  push  the 
eyelet  in  withont  it. 

The  pincette  that  I  used  to  place  the  eyelet  in  position  ia  a  very 
small  one,  made  by  Leiter  of  Vienna,  after  my  pattern.  This  was  so 
constnicted  that  it  closed  itaelf,  and  required  preasure  on  the  branches 
to  cause  the  points  to  open  or  spread.  On  one  of  the  branches,  neat 
die  extremity,  was  a  very  small  point,  to  prevent  the  eyelet  from  slip- 
ping too  far  on  the  pincette.  The  points  of  tlie  pincette  were  inserted 
into  the  whole  of  the  eyelet,  and  pressure  on  the  branehes  caused  the 
points  to  separate,  thoa  holding  the  eyelet  nntil  inserted  in  the  open- 
ing in  the  tympannm,  after  which  the  pressuro  is  relaxed,  tiie  points 
withdrawn  from  the  eyelet.  I  suceeded  in  one  caee  in  inserting  the  eye- 
let, on  the  point  of  the  pamoenleais  needle,  in  its  plac«  in  the  tympa- 
nnm. 

Tbe  ehanges  that  follow  the  insertion  of  the  eyelet  are  of  great 
importance.  Several  catos  lately  operated  upon,  have  carried  tbe  eye- 
let for  several  weeks  withont  any  infiammatory  signs;  hut  in  some 
there  waa,  on  the  seoond  or  third  day,  some  inflammation  of  the  tym- 
puinm,  at  the  same  time  pumlent  disohai^s  from  the  cavity;  and  in 
some  of  these  cases  the  eyelet  was  washed  away  with  the  syringe. 
Thus  far  it  has  appeared  that  in  quite  the  larger  number  of  cases  the 
eyelet  caused  no  serious  reaction  on  the  tympanum  or  its  cavity. 

I  must  here  call  attention  to  one  eircttmstance,  which  is  of  impor- 
tance in  showing  one  of  the  causes  for  inflammatory  reaction.    I  found 


tan  mSISRH  JOUUfAL  OF  HKDICm. 

in  two  ou«s  were  the  eyelets  were  washed  oat,  that  on  close  ezamiu- 
tion  of  the  inner  end  of  the  ejeleta,  they  h«d  a  fine  sharp  point, 
which  mnat  anrel;  have  oansed  the  irritation  of  the  mncona  memfaiane. 
This  point  was  caused  by  breaking  off  the  eyelet  from  the  tabe  fnm 
which  it  was  made.  Qreat  care  mnst  be  taken  that  all  ronghneaa  moat 
be  polished  down. 

It  freqnently  happens  that  the  secretion  of  the  cavity  will  fill  the 
small  hole  in  the  eyelet.  This  most  be  taken  away  by  a  drop  of  glycer- 
ine, and  the  use  of  a  small  stiff  broah. 

The  details  of  the  treatment  of  those  cases  shall,  in  a  short  time, 
be  given  in  full. 


SUCCESSFUL   SEDUCTION  OF   A   DISLOCATION   OF  THB 
HIP-JOINT  BY  MANIPULATION. 


BT  Vf.  B.  TBOMFSOir,  H.  D.,  TANSALIA,  O. 

April  9th,  1869,  I  visited  a  patient  in  conjunction  with  Dr.  H.  B. 
Nnnemaker,  for  the  parpose  of  reducing  a  dislocation  of  the  head  of 
the  femnr,  of  three  days  standing.  Our  patient,  a  boy,  aged  sixteen 
years,  muscular  and  healdiy,  had  been  playing  with  a  colt,  which  be- 
oame  nnmanageable,  ninning  violently  against  him,  dislocating  the 
head  of  the  femur  upward  and  backward,  upon  the  dorsum  of  ike 
ilinm.  The  injured  limb  lay  in  a  semi-flexed  position,  the  heel  ab- 
ducted and  the  toe  inverted,  resting  on  the  instep  of  the  opposite  foot 
Heasurement  revealed  about  an  inch  and  a  half  of  shortening.  The 
patient  was  put  under  the  influence  of  chloroform,  and  the  dislocadon 
reduced  by  manipulation,  (Reed's  method).  The  flrst  effort  we  made 
the  head  glided  from  its  bed;  the  circular  movement  brought  it 
under  the  acetabulum,  converting  it  into  a  sub-pubic  dislocation.  The 
movement  was  then  reversed,  which  brought  the  head  of  the  bone  to  its 
first  position  in  the  dorsum  ilii.  The  limb  was  again  brought  actoes 
ite  fellow,  and  the  eircular  movement  carefully  made,  at  the  same  time 
guarding  the  head  of  the  bone  from  passing  around  the  socket.  To 
our  gratification  the  head  passed  in  with  an  audible  snap,  the  limb  S9- 
soming  its  normal  position.  No  shortening.  The  patient  was  thu 
placed  in  the  horisontal  attitude,  the  injured  limb  secured  to  its  fel- 
low by  means  of  a  roller  extending  from  the  ankle  to  the  knee,  as  re- 
commended by  Professor  H.  H.  Smith,  of  the  University  of  Pennayl- 
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'^noia,  in  his  work  on  the  Priaoiples  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  page 
738,  YOl.  I.  On  the  following  day,  on  our  visit,  the  hip-joint  was 
fonnd  to  have  boen  dislooated  during  the  uight.  The  boy,  oontrary 
to  moBt  positive  orders,  had  attempted  to  raise  hiroaelf  np  in  the  t«d, 
and  at  the  same  time  turning  partially  aronnd,  threw  the  head  of  the 
bone  oat;  the  leg  assuming  the  aame  position  as  when  we  first  saw  it. 
Again  the  patient  was  placed  under  the  influence  of  an  annstbetio, 
and  the  luxation  reduced  as  in  the  first  operation.  He  was  then  se- 
cured firmly  by  means  of  a  splint  and  bandage  to  the  couch  in  which 
he  lay,  in  order  to  guard  against  a  second  luxation.  In  this  secured 
position  be  lay  for  eevea  days,  doing  well,  except  some  slight  peritoni- 
tis occasioned  by  other  injuries  received  iu  conjunction  with  the  first 
dislocation.  During  tbe  night  following  the  seventh  day,  he  loosened 
the  bandage  which  held  his  shoulders  and  body  to  the  bed.  Finding 
himself  again  free,  his  first  impulse  was  to  get  np.  (He  seemed  usa- 
ble to  appreciate  bis  condition.)  In  this  attempt  he  again  threw  the 
bead  of  the  bone  out  of  the  socket.  Thin,  in  our  opinion,  was  easily 
accomplished.  In  the  first  place,  there  was  an  extensive  laceration  of 
the  capsular  ligament,  allowing  the  bead  to'glide  easily  from  the  socket; 
and  secondly,  the  limb  in  itA  secured  position  to  the  splint  and  bed, 
with  tbe  sboulders  and  body  free  to  move  in  the  direction  of  the  erect 
posture,  and  to  the  right.  These  movements  would,  nnder  the  circum- 
stances, certainly  produce  a  dislocation  (tbe  left  limb  being  the  injured 
one).  At  our  request,  Dr.  J,  C.  Eeeve,  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  was  called 
in  council,  in  order  to  fortify  ourselves  against  any  subsequent  trouble, 
in  a  legal  point  of  view.  The  patient  was  again  anaesthetised,  and  Dr. 
Beeve  thought,  upon  first  examination,  there  might  be  a  fracture  within 
the  oapsnlar  ligament;  but,  upon  farther  invesUgation,  coincided  with 
our  previous  diagnosis.  We  then  proceeded  to  reduce  the  luxation  in 
the  manner  before  mentjoned,  and  with  similar  success.  At  the  Doc- 
tor's suggestion,  tbe  splint  was  reduced  in  width  from  five  inches  to 
three,  and  not  to  be  secured  to  the  bed,  and  the  toe  was  everted  to 
abont  seventy-five  degrees — the  foot  abdncted  about  four  inches  fiom 
the  normal  axis  of  the  leg — the  body  was  secured  to  the  bed  as  was 
previously  done.  In  this  position  he  lay  for  three  weeks,  after  which 
time  the  splint  was  removed  and  passive  motion  induced. 

At  the  time  of  writing  the  above,  the  boy  is  able  to  walk  without 
cmtches,  thongh^bere  is  still  some  lameness — tbe  foot  is  still  in  an 
abducted  position,  with  the  toe  everted,  giving  him  altogether  an  awk- 
ward appearance.  n,g,t,.rJi,C00<^lc 
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la  ibiB  CKse  the  diffienltj  did  not  consitt  in  the  redaction  of  the 
dislocation,  but  in  retaining  it  in  its  normal  position  after  rednotion; 
and  it  is  oar  opinion  the  injured  limb  should  always  be  secnred  with  ■ 
splint,  the  normal  axis  of  the  leg  maintained,  and  the  toe  hot  alightl; 
inclined  outwards.  It  wilt  be  seen  that  the  eplint,  in  this  case,  was 
left  on  somewhat  longer  than  wonld  be  required  in  the  mqori^  of 


HTPODBBMIC  MEDICATION. 

BT  C.  B.  MILLER,  H.  D.,  OF  LAWRENCBBDRO,  IND. 

Having  employed  hypodermic  injections  in  the  treatment  of  dis- 
ease quite  oztensively  for  the  last  four  years,  I  am  induced  to  gire 
your  readers  the  benefit  of  my  experience — hoping  it  may  disperae 
some  of  the  clonda  of  nobelief  that  hang  over  many  of  our  profess- 
ional brethren,  and  induce  them  to  mate  a  trial  of  this  very  valoable 
therapentic  means. 

In  many  diseases  the  first  indication  is  the  relief  of  the  distressing 
pain  that  harasses  the  patient;  and  in  proportion  as  we  do  this,  we 
arrest  the  wear  and  tear  upon  the  system.  That  this  indication  is  best 
met  hy  this  method  of  medicaUon  is  shown  by  its  superiority  over  all 
others  in  the  facility  with  which  it  may  be  employed,  the  rapidity  and 
certainty  of  absorption,  and  consequently  of  action,  and  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  exact  quantity  entering  the  circulation. 

I  will  give  briefly  the  history  of  a  few  cases. 

Case  I — Was  called  in  the  evening  of  May  21st,  1866,  to  see  M.  W., 
sat.  sixteen,  who  has  been  a  cripple  for  several  years  from  caries  of  the 
femur — the  lesnlt  of  an  injnry.  His  only  suffering  now  is  &on 
neuralgia,  die  inflammation  having  subsided  and  the  sinuses  all 
closed  up — the  pain  of  which  has  made  life  a  burden  for  the  past  dx 
months,  and  is  wilting  to  submit  to  amputation  of  thigh  for  relief.  In- 
jected one-third  grain  morph.  sulph.  over  seat  of  pain  with  effect  to  re- 
lieve it  entirely. 

May  ££ — Evening — Slept  well  last  night,  and  has  been  comfortfthle 
all  day.     Gave  another  injection,  as  he  feels  slight  pain. 

June  4 — has  been  able  to  walk  around,  and  fVee  from  pain  autil 
last  evening,  when  it  returned  Bligktly  after  exposure.^    Gava  anotlicr 
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injection,  and  be  Iiad  do  furtler  retarn  within  tbe  next  year  while  un- 
der m;  obBerration,  althongh  at  work  daily. 

Casb  II — Dr.  H.  has  been  suffering  witb  Bciatic  rheumatigm,  to 
wfaiob  he  has  been  subject  for  years,  for  two  days.  Persuaded  him  to 
allow  me  to  inject  morhia  aulph.,  one-fourth  grain  over  seat  of  pain, 
which  relieved  it  almost  immediately.  Two  days  later,  felt  some  symp- 
tome  ID  opposite  hip — after  getting  wet.  Injected  one-third  grain  mor- 
phia in  that  with  same  result  as  before.  Two  years  have  elapsed,  and 
he  has  felt  nothing  of  his  old  torment;  and  it  is  almost  needless  to 
add,  is  a  strong  advocate  of  hypodermic  medication  in  neuralgic  affec- 
tions. 

Cask  III — Mra.  A.  T.,  called  at  my  office  January  22d,  1867,  com- 
plaining of  facial  neuralgia,  which  has  been  torturing  her  for  several 
days — not  periodical.  Has  tried  various  remedies,  but  none  have  af- 
forded relief.  Injected  one-fifth  grain  morphia  in  arm,  and  the  pain 
almost  immediately  subsided.  Repeated  injection  two  days  sabse- 
queutly,  which  resulted  in  a  complete  cure.  The  first  injection  in  this 
«ase  occasioned  nausea  but  no  vomiting,  and  a  swelling  resulted  iVom 
the  last,  bat  disappeared  in  a  day  or  two  without  treatment. 

Case  IV — Was  called  early  on  the  morning  of  November  4th,  1866, 
to  see  Mrs.  Q.  N.  Found  her  in  the  most  terrible  agony,  caused  by  a 
cramping  of  the  muscles  of  one  aide  of  the  neck,  paroxysms  coming 
on  every  two  or  three  minutes,  when  her  screams  could  be  heard  two 
squares.  Pain  came  on  suddenly  while  assisting  her  husband  to  rise 
in  bed — he  having  acute  rheumatism.  Selieved  entirely  and  perma- 
nently by  the  injection  of  one-third  grain  morphia  in  arm. 

Cask  V — S.  W.  baa  been  suffering  for  two  days  horn  sciatic  rheu- 
uatam,  brought  on  by  exposure  to  wet  and  cold.  Galled  at  my  office 
December  7th,  1866 — scarcely  able  to  walk.  Injected  one-fourth  grain 
morphia  over  seat  of  pain— ^ompl^oed  for  a  few  minutes  of  burning, 
«ocasioned,  and  felt  slightly  nauseated,  but  all  unpleasant  symptoms 
passed  off  in  a  few  minutes,  and  he  walked  oat  feeling  as  well  as  ever, 
and  has  had  no  return  of  it,  though  often  exposed  to  the  inolemencies 
of  tke  Weather. 

Casx  VI — December  26th,  1866,  woe  called  to  visit  Mrs.  S.  W.,  and 
found  her  saSiering  severely  with  sciatica.  Has  been  troubled  witb 
menorrhagia.  Injected  one-fourth  grain  morphia  over  seat  of  pain, 
which  immediatly  relieved  all  pain,  when  remedies  directed  gainst 
lier  other  symptoms,  and  tonics  to  improve  tone  of  system  effected  » 
iMmplete  cure.  nic;iti7i"jt,GoO<jIc 


U8  W»TKBN  JOQBHAL  09  HIDICINI. 

Case  TII— Mra.  G.  G.  called  at  mj  office  May  6, 1868.  Has  been 
snfferiDg  for  seyeral  days  with  neuralgia  of  supraOTbltal  nerre — is  rather 
kuemic,  and  tronbled  with  derangement  of  etomach.  Injected  one- 
third  grain  morphia  in  cellular  tistine  of  arm,  which  relieved  neu- 
ralgia, though  it  produced' severe  vomiting  and  great  prostration. 
Gave  tonicB  to  improve  general  health,  and  she  has  aever  Buffered 
since. 

Case  VIII— May  21th,  1867,  was  called  to  see  Mr.  J.  S.,  who  has 
been  Buffering  all  night  with  tie  doalourenz ;  pain  bo  severe  he  has  bees 
walking  the  floor  for  several  hours.  Gave  him  an  injection  of  one-third 
grain  morphia,  and  pain  aubsided  in  a  few  minnteB,  and  has  never 
returned.  In  this  case  he  had  been  suffering  for  several  days,  but 
not  in  the  agony  in  which  I  fonnd  him.  He  complained  a  little  of  the 
pain  of  the  instrument,  but  says  he  never  experienced  Bucb  decided 
relief  from  pain  so  quickly  before. 

I  conld  go  OQ  and  amplify  cases  from  my  note  book,  but  I  hate 
already  occupied  too  much  of  your  space,  and  certainly  enough  has 
been  said  to  convince  any  one  open  to  conviction  of  the  utility  of  tbia 
agent.  I  have  tried  and  seen  the  ayringe  employed  in  eclampsia  with 
decided  benefit;  but  have  not  sufficient  experience  to  state  whether  it 
wilt  always  act  beneficially  in  that  dreaded  disease.  I  have  not  in- 
jected any  other  medicine  than  morphia  snlph,  under  the  skin,  and 
should  be  very  careful  about  doing  so.  I  think  its  chief  usefulnesB  is 
confined  to  the  administration  of  anodyne  remedies,  t  never  employ 
more  than  one-third  of  a  Rrain  at  an  injection,  preferring  to  repeat  it 
to  incurring  any  risks  from  an  overdose.  I  have  never  bad  au  abscess 
result  from  its  use,  nor  any  other  serious  affection. 


DTSBNTBKIC  ARTHRITIS. 

The  Arehiva  Gitttralet,  of  August,  contains  au  article  with  this 
title,  by  Dr.  Huette.  More  than  a  century  ago  this  form  of  ^isease 
was  lecoguiced  by  ZimmermaD  and  others.  Most  of  these  observers, 
however,  explained  it  as  occurring  from  metastasis. 

Dr.  Huette  terminates  his  elaborate  paper  with  the  following  coo- 
elusions: 

"  1.  Tbere  a  a  Tarietj  of  artbritia  bnTing  its  sole  and  DecGiBar7  caote  ia  am 
ttpictomio  pblegmaaU  of  tbe  mucous  mjembr»ae»  ot  tbe  rectum,  and  of  the  colon. 

C.oiwlc 


ADDKZBS   IN   MBDIOIHK.  SK9 

"2.  This  thpumatiamftl  me nifiutatioD  does  not  occur  iD  ever;  epidemic  of  djs- 
enter;;  it  ia  sabocdioate  to  Ihe  infleDcea  of  a  peculiar  medicsl  coiutitulioB :  iodi- 
Tidual  diathesis  naj  favot  its  dtjielopmcDt. 

"  3.  Djseuleiic  aitbritls,  eesentiallj  upyretic,  differs  in  ita  causes,  in  itd  pTog- 
rets,  its  general  aspeola,  aad  its  consequences  from  simple  articular  rbematism.  It 
presents  a  gi'ot  analogj  wltti  blenorrhagic  rheumatism. 

"4.  Djsenteris  arthritis  almost  (tlwBjspolf'U'ticular,  has  a  duration  of  sereral 
weelii  or  sereral  months.  It  genendlr  terminates  bf  resolution — rarelj  bj  snp- 
pniBtiOB  and  anchjloeii. 

"5.  Uetastasis  does  not  explain  the  appearance  oT  this  artbritis,  as  was  form, 
erlj  tbougbt;  it  is  more  rational  to  attribute  tt  to  a  morbid  aeBnlly,  which,  the 
mucoQs  membranes  being  diseased,  determiaes  reflex  pathological  effects  upon 
other  tiesDes  of  the  economy." 


ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE  BRITISH  MEDICAL  ASSO- 
CIATION, AT  LEEDS.     

BT  BIB  WH.  JKNHER,  BABT.,  M.  D.,  F.  B.  8., 
Phjilclin  to  tht  Qhhb  ;  FbrilcUD^o  DnInntI]!  Collsga  Eopltal,  etc. 

Mit.  Prebisbnt  and  Oentlbhen  :  There  are  special  occaaioDS  in  a 
man's  life  wtien  it  is  well  for  him  to  review  his  meotal  progress,  potntB 
ID  bis  life  at  which  he  does  well  to  note  his  bounds — to  look  bnck  over 
the  road  he  has  traTclod,  count  his  gains,  the  diffioulties  he  has  orer- 
come,  the  advances  be  has  made;  and  so,  by  a  pause  in  his  labors,  be 
stimulated  to  new  efforts,  gathering  from  the  retrospect  good  hopes 
for  the  time  to  come.  The  same  is  true  of  a  profession.  Ita  mem- 
bers should  from  time  to  time  look  back  to  their  earlier  days;  scan 
the  advances  their  profession  has  made;  compare  what  it  is  now  with 
what  it  has  been,  and  weigh  the  worth  of  its  reputed  progress.  There 
are  special  reasons  why  the  members  of  our  profession,  the  practition- 
ers of  medicine,  shonld  from  time  to  time  sum  up  the  gains  which 
medicine  has  been  making  as  a  practical  art.  For  in  the  daily  prac- 
tice of  our  profession  s»  much  occurs  to  damp  onr  spirits;  so  many 
eases  of  difficulty  arise  in  which  the  remedies  of  our  art  are  doubtful; 
so  many  oases  in  which  the  practical  difficulties  in  the  way  of  diagno- 
sis are  insuperable;  snd  so  many  cases  in  which,  the  diagnosis  being 
clear,  we  know  that  we  are  impotent  to  cure ;  so  many  cases  in  regard 
to  which  our  apparently  well-founded  expootations  of  affecting  a  euro 
prove  vain,  that  even  the  most  hopefully  minded  most  be  permitted  to 
doubt  if  medicine  be  advancing  as  a  practical  art.  Many  entertain 
scepticism  as  to  the  value  of  medicine  as  an  art,  and  especially  as  to 
the  remedial  power  of  drugs.  "I-  trust  you  will  not  cast  a  doubt  on 
the  eficaoy  of  medicine,"  said  a  distinguished  member  of  ear  pTQfe«io&|  , 
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"  Thej  dan't  believe  maoh  id  medicine  at  this  hospital,"  wrote  a  re- 
porter to  one  of  our  medical  jouraaU.  I  desire  to  repudiate  scepti- 
eism  in  regard  to  medicine.  I  believe  as  confidently  in  the  power  of 
tbe  pbj&iciaa  to  treat  disease  successfnllT  as  I  did  when  clinical  clerk 
to  one  of  the  first  practical  physicaDS  of  hia  day.  Extended  knowl- 
edge and  accumnlated  experience  have  only  increased  my  confidence 
in  the  remedial  powers  of  onr  art.  Nor  do  I  believe  that  others  npoD 
whom  the  imputation  of  Bceptioiam  baa  been  cast  are  less  firm  believ- 
ers than  myself  in  the  value  of  treatment.  Modem  research  baa  shown 
that  a  large  number  of  acute  diseases  occurring  in  previoasly  sound 
persona,  have  a  tendency  to  terminate  in  the  suspension  of  health  even 
although  no  drug  be  given.  Tbis  is  fact — knowledge — not  scepticisn. 
Modern  observation  has  also  shown  certain  acute  diseases,  formerly 
supposed  to  be  of  indefinite  duration,  run  a  definite  course — that  is, 
end  spontaneously  at  a  certain  date  from  their  outset;  and  therefore 
the  conclusions  as  to  the  efficacy  of  drugs  to  cut  short  these  diaeaaea — 
tfonolusiona  drawn  before  their  definite  duration  was  known — were 
formed  upon  false  premises,  and  consequently  were  not  trustworthy. 
All  this  is  surely  fact — knowledge — not  scepticism.  Again,  advances 
in  knowledge  have  frequently  been  attended  by  a  more  correct  appre- 
ciation of  the  mode  of  action  by  drugs;  and  tbe  expression  of  this 
has  not  uufrequently  been  most  erroneonsly  taken  as  an  evidence  of 
scepticism.  Thus,  if  I  believe  that  saline  aperients  do  not  act  as  for- 
merly supposed  tbey  did — namely,  by  increasing  tbe  escape  of  tbe 
watery  matter  from  the  radicles  of  the  portal  vein,  I  am  not  is  tbe 
least  shaken  in  my  belief  that  the  symptoms  which  I  attribute  to  over- 
distension of  the  portal  vein  are  relieved  by  their  action;  or  that  their 
action  is  followed  Dy  a  disappearance  of  watery  fluid  from  the  perito- 
seal  cavity  and  fVom  the  cellular  tissue.  Again,  if  it  should  be  con- 
sidered, as  proved  by  experiments  on  dogs,  that  mercurials  did  not 
produce  increased  secretion  of  bile  in  man,  it  would  not  throw  doubt 
on  the  establishment  of  a  great  flow  of  a  yellowish -green  colored  fliud 
fVom  the  bowel  after  the  administration  of  a  mercurial  to  man,  and  the 
relief  of  man^  depressing  symptoms  which  follows.  A  man's  bilious 
headache,  as  it  is  termed,  would  be  none  the  less  certainly  cured  by 
mercurial  treatment,  even  though  it  should  be  sbowu  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  whole  profession,  that  mercury  does  not  increase  tbe  secre- 
ting power  of  the  liver.  Our  mode  of  explaining  certain  effects  in 
curative  medicine  would  be  changed,  bnt  not  tbe  facts  themselves. 
My  conclusion  then  is,  that  although  with  regard  to  tbe  virtues  of  this 
or  that  particular  drug,  and  tbe  mode  of  action  of  this  or  that  partic- 
ular class  of  remedies,  there  is,  no  doubt,  and  always  will  be,  difference 
«f  opinion — the  evidence  that  satifies  A.  being  insuffioient,  from  tbe 
constitution  of  bis  mind,  to  satisfy  B., — yet  witk  regard  to  the  value 
of  dni^s  in  the  abstract,  and  the  value  of  treatment,  there  is  really 
little  difference  of  opinion  amongst  physioiana  well  informed  as  to  the 
present  state  of  medical  knowledge,  and  of  equal  experience  in  prac- 
tice. I  say  amongst  men  equally  well  informed ;  let  me  illustrate  my 
meaning.  I  was  one  of  three  who  met  in  consultation  ooncerniag  a 
case  of  apoplexy.     !■  the  opinion  of  one  of  my  colleagues,  the  only 


ASSRKBS   IN  HEDICINX.  561 

treatment  to  be  adopted  vas  as  follows — namely,  to  place  the  patient 
in  a  recumbeDt  position,  with  the  head  and  shoulders  raised;  to  en- 
force absolute  rest ;  to  keep  the  bovels  so  far  loose  as  to  preTent  stratn- 
ing;  to  apply  cooling  sabstances  to  the  head  in  the  event  of  heat  of 
the  part  occurring;  and  to  support  tbe  patient  with  light  nntritiTe 
food,  having  regard  to  his  habits.  The  third  gentleman  protested 
Bgaiost  the  modern  system  of  doing  nothing — was  anxious  to  bleed,  to 
parge,  to  blister,  &c.  ]Now  the  difference  of  opinion  in  this  case  was 
not  dne  to  scepticism;  but  on  tbe  one  side  to  justifiable  faith — that  is, 
faith  justified  by  knowledge;  and  on  tbe  other  to  absence  of  that 
knowledge.  The  case  was  one  of  degenerate  change — retrograde  meta- 
morphosis— of  arteries.  One  had  become  so  rotten  tbat  its  wall  had 
given  way — its  contents  had  escaped — a  clot  had  formed,  and  by  its 
mechanical  effects  given  rise  to  the  symptoms.  Tbe  heart  shared 
in  the  degenerative  changes.  The  bleeding  bad  ceased.  To  those 
who  understood  the  real  nature  of  the  case,  tbe  lesions  present,  and 
tbe  mode  in  which  they  had  been  produced,  in  abort,  tbe  pathology  of 
tbe  case,  belief  in  the  efficacy  of  ao-called  active  treatment  appeared 
to  be  not  only  unjustifiable  faith — foundationless  faith — faith  without 
knowledge,  but  to  be  faith  in  opposition  to  knowledge — which  in  med- 
icine is  tbe  worst  form  of  scepticism,  inasmuch  as  it  implies  doubt  of 
truth,  and  a  belief  in  error — donbt  which  might  prevent  the  aaving  of 
life— a  belief  which,  embodied  in  practice,  might  kill.  The  present 
appears  to  me  to  be  one  of  those  special  occasions  to  wbich  I  have 
referred,  when  with  advantage  to  ourselves  we  may  look  back,  and  sor- 
vey  tbe  proKress  wbich  medicine  has  made  as  a  practical  art  in  our 
own  time — ^I  mean  the  time  in  which  the  large  proportion  of  those 
present  have  been  engaged  in  the  practice  and  study  of  ther  profession. 
The  time  allotted  to  tbis  address  will  not  permit  me  even  to  eonmer- 
ate  tbe  advances  medicine  has  made  during  tbe  past  twenty-five  years. 
I  shall  therefore  limit  myself  to  pointing  out  some  great  divisions  in 
which  some  at  least  of  the  great  practical  advances  of  medicine  may 
be  proved ;  and  to  giving,  as  briefly  ss  possible,  snch  illustrationS  of 
its  advance  in  each  of  those  divisious,  as  seems  to  me  to  be  sufficient 
to  justify  this  assertion,  namely — that  having  regard  to  tbe  attainment 
of  tt«  practical  aims  and  objects  as  an  art,  no  science  has  advanced 
during  the  period  in  question  more  than  the  science  of  medicine.  As 
an  art  I  say;  for  while  medicine  is  universally  acknowledged  to  bave 
advanced  ss  a  science,  its  progress  as  a  practical  art  is  fi-equently  re- 
garded as  trifling,  and  on  recent  occasions  bas  often  been  publicly  de- 
nied by  some.  As  I  do  not  propose  to  enumerate  all  tbe  advances  in 
medicine,  so  neither  is  it  my  intention  to  refer  by  name  to  those  by 
whom  the  great  advances  in  medicine  have  been  made.  And  with  re- 
gard to  the  illustrations  I  shall  give  of  the  position  I  have  taken — in 
i'act,  to  all  advance  in  medicine  as  a  practical  science — it  must  be  re- 
membered that  it  ia  rarely,  if  ever,  that  a  great  discovery  or  a  great 
step  forward  has  been  tbe  direct  result  of  tbe  labors  of  a  siugle  man. 
Almost  invariably  it  has  resulted  firom  the  successive  labors  of  many 
men.  And  again,  it  must  not  be  overlooked  that  in  regard  to  all  forma 
of  advance  as  a  practical  art,  the  silent  workers  tender  the  most  ^* 
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cient  aid — tlie  results  of  tbeii  uDBpokeo  fioaght  and  vast  experience 
confirmiDg  oi  refuting  the  publinhed  assertions  of  a  few.  It  is  to  the 
experience  of  the  mass  of  the  profession  that  we  loolc  for  the  final 
establishment  of  doctrine  and  the  rules  of  practice.  Id  the  selectioo 
I  am  about  to  make  in  confirmation  of  the  statement  that  our  science 
in  ite  advance  as  a  practical  art  stands  second  to  none,  I  am  conscioiu 
that  I  will  pass  some  facts  which  others  will  think  of  greater  value 
than  those  I  have  chosen  as  illstrations.  Bat  I  have  been  guided  in 
my  choice  first  by  a  desire  to  avoid  disputed  facts  and  theories ;  and 
secondly,  by  consideration  of  those  things  which  have  aided  me  in  the 
most  frequently  effectual  manner  at  the  bedside,  when  asking  myself 
these  two  great  questions  which  are  always  presenting  themselves  to 
the  mind  of  the  practitioner — What  is  the  illness  of  the  patient?  and 
what  can  do  him  good?  By  thus  limiting  myself  I  feel  that,  while  this 
address  will  more  directly  attain  its  object,  it  will  be  deficient  in  noT- 
elty  and  scientific  interest,  and  thus  be  unworthy  of  it^  predecessors. 
For  this  I  crave  your  pardon.  Sir  W.  Jenner  then  proceeded  to  say 
that  amongst  the  really  great  advances  in  medicine  was  to  he  placed 
the  recent  separation  of  defeneration  from  disease,  and  the  recognition 
of  the  difTerenoe  between  old  age,  actual  or  premature,  and  the  changes 
wrought  by  inflammatory  and  other  morbid  processes.  He  here  dwelt 
upon  our  recent  increase  of  practical  knowledge  in  regard  to  diseases 
of  the  heart,  with  regard  to  the  efi'ect  of  fatty  degeneration  of  its  mus- 
cular fibres  in  weakening  the  force  with  which  the  blood  is  driven 
through  the  degenerated  arteries — a  statement  which,  when  first  made 
at  an  early  meeting  of  the  Pathological  Society,  was  received  with 
shouts  of  laughter  by  the  members.  The  knowledge  we  have  gained 
of  the  degenerative  changes,  baa  also  enabled  us  to  rightly  appreciate 
the  changes  in  the  brain  which  followed  on  degeneration  of  the  coata 
of  the  arteries.  A  second  great  advance  iu  medicine  bad  resulted 
from  the  discovery  that  an  elevation  of  temperature  is  the  only  trust- 
worthy sign  of  the  existence  of  fever;  and  that  elevation  of  tempera- 
tuH  can  only  be  correctly  estimated  bv  the  thermometer.  The  index- 
thermometer  ranked  in  importance  witn  the  stethoscope,  and  its  value 
in  the  diagosis  of  typhoid  fever,  in  cases  of  acute  deposit  of  tubercle, 
and  in  prognosis,  was  also  illustrated.  A  third  great  advance  in  our 
practical  knowledge  has  resulted  from  our  appreciation  of  the  influence 
of  various  mechanical  consequences  of  primary  diseases,  such  as  em- 
bolism,  and  the  paralysis  and  other  conditions  which  it  produced.  A 
case  of  death  after  tracheotomy  in  diphtheria  was  also  discussed.  An- 
other class  of  diseases  in  which  we  had  made  great  progress  was  that 
due  to  fluid  blood -poisons,  and  to  the  causes  by  which  blood-poisons 
were  produced.  Sir  William  went  on  to  allude  to  the  epidemics  of 
1817  and  1819  in  Edinburgh,  and  Dr.  Welohe's  work  upon  the  value 
of  blood-letting  in  regard  thereto,  as  an  evidence  of  the  absolute 
necessity  of  the  knowledge  of  a  natural  history  of  a  disease  before 
any  attempt  be  made  to  form  conclusions  as  to  the  value  of  particular 
modes  of  treatment.  He  also  remarked  on  the  gain  which  physicians 
bad  experienced  from  improved  means  of  research — especially  alluding 
to  the  value  of  the  microscope  in  determining  a  great  many  diseases 
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ftnd  changes  of  tisEne.  Another  great  gain  to  modern  medicine  had 
resnlted  from  the  diffusion  of  more  correct  ideas  as  to  the  meaning  of 
the  vord  cure;  and  the  distinction  that  ought  to  be  drann  hetween 
curing  a  disease  and  curing  the  patient — a  distinction  which  the  spealcer 
exemplified  by  saying  that  they  might  cure  scabies  by  curing  its  cause, 
and  in  many  cases  they  cured  epilepsy  in  the  same  way;  but  in  the 
ease  of  ague  or  fever  they  cared  a  patient  without  curing  the  disease, 
and  even  by  means  the  modia  operandi  of  which  we  are  really 
ienorant.  Though  the  science  of  medicine  had  attained  to  such  a 
degree  of  perfection,  that  the  diognosis  of  special  diseases  was  perfect, 
and  the  prognosis  in  individual  cases  invariable  correct,  yet  the  public 
would  have  little  practical  interest  in  its  spread.  Practitioners  would 
be  engaged  in  solving  puzxles,  and  in  little  more.  The  public  aims 
and  objects  of  medicine  ought  to  be  to  prevent  disease,  to  cure  dis- 
ease, to  prolong  life,  and  to  alleviate  physical  suffering.  Every  ad- 
vance in  the  correct  definition  of  special  diseaees,  and  in  the  diagno- 
sis of  special  diseases,  was  a  step  in  the  direction  of  advance  in  pre- 
ventive and  curative  medicine.  In  illustration  of  the  advances  made 
in  preventive  medicine,  I  would  adduce  the  fact  that  drinking  water  is 
one  of  the  greatest  agents  for  the  spread  of  two  of  the  most  fatal  and 
acute  diseases  of  the  present  time — namely,  cholera  and  typhoid  fever. 
In  the  ten  years  ending  1866,  twenty-one  thousand,  three  hundred  and 
forty-eight  persons  died  from  cholera  in  England  and  Wales,  and  one 
hundred  and  ninety-two  thousand,  five  hundred  and  sixty-two  from  fe- 
ver. From  the  Registrar  General's  returns  it  is  impossible  to  say  pre- 
cisely how  many  of  the  latter  number  died  from  typhoid  fever;  hut 
seeing  that  that  is  the  endemic  fever  of  our  country,  and  that  typhus 
prevails  as  an  epidemic  only,  and  that  only  in  limited  localities  and 
for  a  short  time,  we  shall  be  within  the  limits  of  high  probability  when 
we  say  that  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  persons  died  of  typhoid 
fever  during  the  ten  years  in  question,  and  that  in  no  one  year  of  the 
ten  did  less  ban  ten  thousand  persons  die  of  that  disease.  Now  with 
reference  to  cholera,  the  specialfacts  collected  by  Dr.  Snow  prove  that 
one  of  the  great  agents  in  the  diffusion  of  cholera,  is  drinking  water, 
that  every  virulent  local  outbreak  in  a  limited  district  was  clearly  co- 
existent with  the  pollution  of  the  drinking-water  supplied  to  that  dis- 
trict, and  that  persons  living  at  a  distance,  if  by  accident  they  drank 
of  the  polluted  water,  suffered  as  certainly  as  if  they  dwelt  in  the  dis- 
trict specially  affected.  The  conclusion  which  follows  from  the  facts 
collected  by  Dr.  Snow  is,  that,  the  conditions  existing,  he  they  atmos- 
pheric or  otherwise,  which  determine  an  epidemic  disposition  to  chol- 
era, the  presence  of  minute  particles  of  cholera  excreta  in  water  sup- 
plied to  a  district  for  drinking  purposes  will  be  followed  by  an  out- 
Dreak  of  tholera  in  that  district.  Careful  investigations  into  the  cir- 
cumstances attending  the  local  outbursts  of  cholera  during  the  last 
epidemic  have  proved  the  tmtb  of  the  conclusion.  I  will  refer  to  two 
such  special  investigations  id  confirmation,  viz.,  Mr.  Radoltffe's  admi- 
rable researches  into  the  relation  hetween  the  water-supply  and  the 
spread  of  cholera  in  London ;  and  to  Dr.  Bellot's  most  conclusive  ob- 
■errations  on  impure  water  as  a  causa  of  cholera  in  Holland.     Dr, 
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Suow'b  ioTeatigations  traced  special  iudividnal  cases  and  local  ont- 
brealca  to  one  excitiog  caaee.  Mr.  Badelifie'e  researches  bear  espe- 
cially on  the  iaflaeace  of  the  polluted  water  in  determioing  excess  at 
mortality  in  a  large  district  of  a  great  city.  Dr.  Bellot's  facte  show 
that  those  towns  and  those  parts  of  a  town  in  Holland  in  which  there 
was  the  greatest  facility  for  the  contamination  of  the  wat«r-aapplj  by 
cholera  dejections  were  those  which  suffered  by  far  the  most  seTerely. 
The  spread  of  typhoid  fever  by  contamination  of  the  drinking-w»ter 
■tipply  is,  if  possible,  less  dispatable  than  is  the  spread  of  cholera  by 
the  same  means.  Every  new  inTestigation  has  added  new  proofs  to 
the  strong  presumptive  evidence  afforded  by  Dr.  Flint's  cases.  Soli- 
tary cases,  outbreaks  confined  to  single  honses,  to  small  villages,  and 
to  parts  of  large  towns — cases  isolated,  it  seems,  from  all  sources  of 
falUcy — and  epidemics  affecting  the  inhabitants  of  large  tbough  lim- 
ited localities,  have  all  united  to  support  by  their  testimony  the  tmth 
of  the  opinion  that  the  admixtnre  of  a  trace  of  fKcal  matter,  but 
especially  of  the  bowel-excreta  of  typhoid  fever  with  the  wat«r  sap* 
plied  for  drinking  purposes,  is  the  most  efficient  cause  of  the  spread 
of  the  disease;  and  that  the  diffusion  of  the  disease  in  any  giveo  local- 
ity is  limited  or  otherwise  just  In  proportion  as  the  dwellers  in  that 
locality  derive  their  supply  of  drinking-water  from  polluted  or  from  on- 
pollated  Bonrces.  The  proof  seems  complete,  that  a  large  proportion 
of  those  who  drink  water  containing  a  minute  quantity  of  Uie  intesti- 
nal excreta  from  a  person  suffering  from  cholera  will  suffer  cholera; 
and  that  a  large  proportion  of  those  who  drink  water  containing  a  mi- 
nute quantity  of  the  intestinal  excreta  fVom  a  person  suffering  from 
typhoid  fever  will  suffer  typhoid  fever.  These  diseases  occur  like 
small-pox,  scarlet  fever  and  measles,  at  epidemtet,  owing  to  causes  of 
which  we  know  little  or  nothing;  but,  when  epidemics,  unlike  small- 
pox, scarlet  fever,  and  measles,  a  local  outbreak  of  cholera  and  of 
typhoid  fever  will  be  determined  by  the  imparity  of  the  drinking- 
water.  Had  the  water  supplied  to  the  east  of  London  been  as  fT«e 
fVom  organic  impurity  as  was  that  supplied  to  the  west  of  London,  the 
death-rate  from  cholera  at  the  east  would  have  been  a  little  larger  only 
than  was  the  death-rate  at  the  west  of  London.  Had  the  drainage 
and  water-supply  of  Winterton,  Terling  and  Guilford,  been  what  m<«- 
ern  medicine  has  shown  for  health  purposes  they  should  have  been, 
these  places  would  not  have  suffered  the  terrible  outbreaks  of  typhoid 
fever,  of  which  the  medical  officer  of  the  Privy  Gonncil  gives  auch 
full  details  in  the  tenth  volume  of  his  inexpressibly  valuable  reports. 
The  persons  who  died  at  these  places  of  typhoid  fever,  and  a  la^ 
proportion  of  those  who  died  at  the  east  of  London  from  cholera,  were 
as  certainly  killed  by  the  water  they  drank,  and  killed  without  need, 
as  if  the  water  supplied  to  tbem  had  been  contaminated  with  arsenic. 
And  I  am  sure  we  will  all  agree  with  the  most  distinguished  medical 
officer  of  the  Privy  Council,  that  "the  distribution  of  fouled  water  by 
the  Qailford  Board,  is  as  proper  a  case  for  judge  and  jury  on  action 
for  damages  by  any  of  the  five  hundred  people  who  had  typhoid  fever 
in  that  town,  as  any  case  in  which  a  railway  collision  brings  aone 
■core  of  passengers  into  harm;  and  the  fact  that  these  w«ter<pnnay> 


on  gaTe.t^pboid  ferer  to  their  customerB,  woald  be  brrngbt  bojne  W 
their  consciences,  and  be  snggeBted  as  n  waritiDg  to  ather  water-pnr- 
TejDTS  in  a  far  more  conclusive  and  effective  manner,  by  such  legal 
proceedingB  than  it  chu  be  by  an;  departmental  statiattcs  and  remon- 
stratiouB."  After  referring  to  a  naiDDer  of  autboritiee  on  thie  point, 
and  speaking  of  the  effects  of  cholera  in  London,  Sir  W.  Jenner  pro- 
ceeded ;  With  reference  to  the  power  of  onr  art  to  alleviate  suffering, 
how  great  is  the  difference  between  the  medicine  of  to-day  and  that 
of  oar  yonth.  Who  that  has  suffered  from  a  painful  local  affection 
can  think  of  the  alleviation  of  his  sufferings  which  follows  from  tho 
Bubcutaneous  injections  of  an  anodyne  witboat  gratitude?  Who  is 
there  that  has  had  to  sabmit  to  the  knife  of  the  surgeon  whose,  heart 
does  not  overflow  with  gratitude  to  those  who  introduced  and  perfected 
anietheBia?  The  electnc  telegraph,  the  greatest  marvel  of  our  time, 
was  a  thing  which  in  a  rough  way  Boientific  men  had  long  thought  pos- 
sible j  but  to  be  cut  for  stone,  and  to  know  nothing  of  the  agony,  to 
have  a  leg  removed  and  smilingly  to  ask  when  the  operation  is  over — 
"When  are  you  going  to  begin?" — these  are  marvels  of  which  none 
dreamt;  no  exaggerations  of  fiction  equal  this  reality.  The  discov- 
ery of  the  value  of  enbcutaneons  injection,  of  anodynes,  and  local  an- 
Ksthesia  by  ice,  ether  spray,  and  of  general  ansesthesia  by  ether,  chlo- 
roform, and  nitrons  oxide,  are  advances. in  alleviative  medicine  worthy 
to  rank  with  the  advances  in  preventive,  curative,  and  prolongative 
medicine  to  which  I  have  referred.  Keeping  in  view,  then,  these  prac- 
tical mattera,  and  the  object  for  which  medicine  is  esteemed  by  the 
Sublic — namely,  its  power  to  prevent  disease,  to  cure  disease,  to  pro- 
)ng  life,  and  to  alleviate  suffering,  I  feel  that  I  have  said  enough  am' 
ply  to  prove  the  truth  of  my  assertion  that  th|3  progress  of  medicine 
M  an  art  has,  daring  the  past  twenty-five  years,  been  second  to  that  of 
no  other  science;  while  the  present  advanced  state  of  medical  educa- 
tion, the  perfection  of  the  means  of  physical  research,  the  many  new 
centres  of  knowledge  being  established  in  our  colonial  empire  and  in 
America,  the  widelj'diffused  acquaintance  of  the  profession  with  mod- 
ern languages;  the  rapidity  with  which  knowledge  spreads;  the  con- 
firmatioD,  oorreotion,  or  refotation  which  follows  bo  quickly  on  the 
publication  of  novelties;  the  great  ability,  the  absence  of  prejudice, 
untiring  energy,  and  tmthfalness  exhibited  by  the  yoaager  workers 
in  the  field  of  our  science,  render  me  hopeful  that  the  next  quarter 
of  a  century  will  be  distinguished  by  far  greater  progress  than  the 
hut. 

After  a  ttv  farther  remarks,  Sir  W.  Jenner  conclnded  amid  loud 
applause. — Lancet,  July  31st. 
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New  Yobk  City,  August  15,  1869. 
.  Dbae  Joq&MaL:  This  iummer  bu  been  with  as,  thna  far,  &  ra- 
mukable  one,  both  for  its  coolness  of  temperatnre  and  low  mortality. 
We  bare  not  really  had  more  than  foar  oi  five  days  of  excessive 
beat,  and  the  city  has  been  especially  free  from  epidemics  of  any 
kind.  If  the  mortality  is  as  low  for  Aa^st  as  it  was  for  Jnly,  in  which 
month  there  were  two  thonsand,  six  hundred  and  ninety- one  deaths 
against  three  thousand,  two  hnndred  and  sixty-seveD,  for  July,  1868, 
a  decrease  of  five  hundred  and  aeventy-six,  or  nearly  eighteen  per  cent, 
this  will  have  been  one  of  our  most  healthful  summers  for  a  number  cf 
years.  The  Board  of  Health  is  exceedingly  active  in  having  tenement 
booses  thoroughly  inspected,  and  in  abating  nuisances.  The  total 
number  of  deaths  in  this  city  for  last  week  was  five  hnndred  and 
ninety-one;  of  these,  two  hundred  and  sixty-two  were  from  symotie 
diseases,  one  bnndred  and  twenty-fonr  constjtntional  diseaaes,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-one  local  diseases,  thirty-two  developmental,  and  the  re- 
maining fifteen  were  deaths  from  violence.  Of  the  deaths  from  symo- 
tie diseaaes,  three  were  JVom  amall-pox;  fourteen,  measles;  fourteen, 
scarlatina;  four,  diphtheria;  six,  croup;  three,  whooping-congh;  one, 
typhus  fever;  three,  typhoid  fever;  ten,  cholera  infantum;  ninety, 
cholera  morbus;  twenty-one  from  other  cymotio  diseases;  pnlmonaiy 
consumption,  sixty-eight;  convulsions,  twenty-four;  pnenmonla,  twen- 
ty-two. 

In  Brooklyn,  last  week,  the  number  of  deaths  was  two  hundred 
and  twenty-four,  of  which,  one  hundred  and  thirteen  were  male,  and  one 
hnndred  and  eleven  female;  of  these,  one  hundred  and  sixty -one  wer« 
under  five  years  of  age.  The  principal  diseases  were,  cholera  infantum, 
fifty;  consumption,  twenty-one;  diarrhoea,  eighteen;  maraamns,  six- 
teen; still-born,  twenty. 

Thus  far,  there  have  been  but  very  few  cases  of  sun-stroke  occur- 
ring in  our  city  this  season.  During  the  summer  of  1866,  while  w« 
were  on  the  medical  staff  at  Bellevue  Hospital,  there  were  a  large  num- 
ber of  cases  of  snn-stroke  admitted  to  that  institution,  an  abstract 
of  which  we  published  in  the  Medical  and  Swrgical  Reporter  of  Phil- 
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•Mphn,  of  ODtobCT  12A,  IWT.    Jort  >t  thle  putk^n  bmmb,  it 

m»y  not  be  inappropri&to  to  nptti  bere  wliat  we  tben  reported : 

"niere  hm*«  1>ee«  liztr-thTM  cues  of  nin-itroVe  admitted  into  the  hoapttal 
tUi  •tiniincr.  Fiftj  oae  of  tliMe  wen  adaiitted  daring  the  month  of  Jolj;  fif^- 
thne  irtrt  tsslei;  ten  weie  fcirialM;  Any  wen  fctal;  twcBt^three  te«t*tt«d; 
tw«Bty-twi>  wen  moribund  wlm  kdauUed,  being  an«tde  to  ivkUdit,  asd  d^ing' 
wHhin  bar  boon  aReT  •dnuMion ;  abont  fortj-fiTe  were  cwnatose  when  tdmtttadi 
mboQt  tbree-ftnTlli*  were  compUcnted  witb  diarrboea,  and  a  ftw  witli  Tomiting; 
there  wtn  Tice-watM  dlicbargea  in  tbrte ;  constipation  waa  not  SMurlied  in  anj 
case ;  the  papilB  were  mnch  contractad'  In  aboat  MTen<«ighthB  of  th«  caoet ;  In  tha 
letaaiaiag  one-eighth  thej  wen  dilated;  the  richi  was  intemely  hot  In  all  cMe* 
ciMpt  two.  In  wfaiob  it  waa  cool;  then  wen  coBTnUiooi  in  twelre  caeea  mo  ct 
tbeae  prared  faUl,  one  case  waa  fcllowed  b;  nbnoata  Menintltis,  aad  prored  fiiteL 

"Tkmtxm* — Aumlanli  weie  tried  tn^ca»ea,bnt  wened  rather  to  do  injnrj 
than  good— all  of  these  died — cold  to  the  bead,  and  friction  with  ice  wen  oaed  in 
connection  with  the  itimniants.  Cklorqform  waa  glTco  in  drachm  doaea  In  one 
««se  with  apparent  benefit  at  Snt,  but  the  patient  snbseqneati;  died.  Btood^Uing 
waa  employed  In  three  caaei  wltii  no  benefit— the  patienta  all  dying.  Bromkk  iff 
fotaiiimi,  with  cold  to  the  head,  and  alternatios  of  beat  and  oold  to  tho  qtine,  wea 
om^yed  in  elertn  canes,  five  of  whldi  leearereC  In  one  caa^  the  bramido  wm  - 
given  and  tbe  patient  wrapped  ia  a  blanket  wrung  out  of  hot  water;  he  leoorered- 
In  another  caae,  the  hot  blanket  waa  nsed  in  the  same  manner,  with  the  effect  of 
roaring  the  patient  from  a  atate  of  coma  for  a  moment,  hat  he  nitimately  died, 
Vo  bromide  waa  giren  In  thii  ease,  as  the  patient  waa  noabli  to  awallow.  Id  one 
case,  bromide  was  given  in  oonnectlon  wtth  the  cold  doaehe.  In  thii  caae  then  waa 
oplnhotonoe  and  gnatly  dilated  pnpila.  The  treatment  aennad  to  idtcre  at  Bnt, 
bat  the  patient  idtimately  died.  In  want  of  the  catti,  fte  bnmlda  neemad  to  «at 
«a  a  poweiftal  dluMtic  Aub^frntt  wen  obttUned  in  aeraa  eiaea.  The  bram  was 
mnch  oongeated  In  aix  of  theae  eaaea ;  in  one,  it  waa  api»nntly  h««itby ;  in  Ire, 
there  waa  a  moderate  amoant  of  seroas  elTaaioB  beneath  the  arachnoid  and  Into  the 
rentrielea.  The  Iwy  wen  very  mnch  eongegt«d  in  every  caae.  The  i<ar(  WMSoft 
and  flabby  in  four,  healthy  in  three.  In  five,  the  whole  mUtttnal  eoaolwaa  very 
vach  eottgaated,  and  preaented  nnmerona  ipota  of  eachymoala.  Tke  mearntaric, 
Mdltary,  and  ^fninsted  ^aad^  were  mnoh  enlavfed  aed  vasetinr.  Than  w«r« 
p^la  ef  BlMntion  in  the  large  IrtaaMaw  in  two  eaata." 

Tbe  nev  Lvntte  Arrlntn  to  be  erected  on  Ward's  liksd  hj  Ae 
Commiwioiierfl  of  Pnblio  Charities  and  Correetion,  is  iotended  to  ae- 
eommodate  six  handred  pntianti,  and  the  ereotion  will  be  ooBaenoed- 
forthwith.  The  Asjium  on  Blackwelt's  Island  now  eontaina  over 
twelve  hnsdred  paints,  wiA  proper  aoeOKiinodatioas  for  sis  hundred 
obIj.  He  CommiseioneTS  are  afVaid  titat  if  insanHj  keeps  on  inorenS- 
ing  at  the  preKnt  rate,  the  new  Asylnn  wltl  soen  be  insnffirient  for 
the  aooommodatlm  of  Innatiee. 

ApnUie  exhibitioa  wai  giren  in  the  harbor,  aamt/iAmt  riae»,-of  the  i 
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iaptofW  lifc<MYiag  appUuca  p«teirted  bj  CkpUia  3.  B.  StQiMr. 
Tbe  sdrwitagw  «f  t)i«  U&-bwt  wen  first  pat  to  tke  teit  The  tm- 
proTement  olained  in  this  is  the  bkllast — &  weight  attached  to  the  end 
of  a  JeTer,  whUh  can  be  almost  iostantl;  lowered  to  a  depth  of  tweln 
&at,  ntore  oi  Ism.  When  not  iu  bm,  this  weight  is  niaod  up  ao  aa  to 
form  a  part  of  the  boat,  nnular  to  a  eenter-board.  Tha  test  wae  nude 
bf  nine  men  getting  into  tbe  boat,  filling  it  completely  with  water,  and 
attempting  to  npset  it  by  all  getting  on  one  edge.  Thongh  the  edge 
of  the  boat  waa  thns  carried  beneath  the  water,  it  righted  itself  in- 
atantly  when  the  weight  was  removed.  The  life-f  reMrver  was  next 
exhibited.  This  cooBista  of  a  oork  jaokot,  not  visibly  di&riug  iron 
tbese  whieh  have  for  many  years  been  in  use  on  vessels,  and  of  a 
water-proof  dtess  of  mbber-clotfa,  vhioh  envelopes  the  whole  person 
except  the  face.  Bobber  paddles  for  facilitating  progress  in  the  water, 
are  provided  for  the  hands.  The  prominent  feature  in  this  apparatus 
OMuiate  of  two  wmghts,  of  five  pounds  each,  attachod  to  the  feet 
Tkese  am  designed  to  keep  the  body  upright  in  the  water.  In  addi' 
ti«B  to  these  meaos  far  keeping  tbe  body  tram  sinking,  he  is  anppliei 
with  a  water-tight  tin  can,  having  considerable  baoyanoy,  aad  contaia- 
ii^  iVeeh  water,  concentrated  meats,  matches,  stimulants  and  sky-roek- 
ets  for  night-signals.  This  can  is  fuToiahed  with  the  ballast,  which 
can  be  readily  lowered,  and  which  keeps  it  "right  side  up"  in  the 
nwghest  BSft.  -  Captain  Stoner  and  Dr.  Smith  rigged  theauelres  in 
tMr  floats,  weights  and  imperBeablea,  and  plunged  into  the  sea.  The 
ti»e  required  to  dress  ma  at  least  fifteen  minutes.  After  the  sen 
get  in  the  water,  the  performance  was  beautiful;  Captain  Stoner  and 
his  oompanion  displayed  a  red  fiag,  ate  and  drank  from  their  stores  in 
the  can,  lighted  a  oigar  each,  and  had  a  social  smoke.  Finally,  having 
drifted  several  hundred  yards  iiom  tbe  steamer,  they  sent  up  signals 
of  distma,  in  tha  fonn  of  sky-rockets  and  reman  c^idles.  This  ex- 
hibilion  was  quit«  satisfaetoTy,  and  A«  signals  being  observed  by  tlu 
B««  in  the  life-boat,  (which,  in  the  meantime,  had  been  tigged  m  a 
sailing  TeaBel)i  they  oama  to  tliemand  picked  them  up. — (Nob  York 
ZKtMie.) 

%nee  tha  above  perfonnaaees  took  pjace,  Captain  Stover  has  per- 
f«»t*d  the  naoluiiftEy  of  hi*  boat,  and  a  few  days  ago  a  new  trial  with 
it  took  place.  Soveu  penons  got  into  the  boat  and  triad  to  wfset  i^ 
h«t  failed.  Then  they  fillad  it  with  wat«T,  and  attempted  witko«t  sue- 
oeaa  to  oapaiie  it.  The  Captain  then  gare  anpther .  exhibition  of  his 
Ufi»<snlng  i^paratua..  He  stood  nprigbt  in  the  wat«^  hoisted  hia 
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dsj-Blgna),  oi^led  "  Eureka,"  biini«d  roman  oaiid)«B  and  smofced  a 
cigar.  *****♦•♦*•• 
Tfaft  Medical  Record  anftoanoee  two  priies  offered  bj  Prof.  Lovie 
Bleberg,  of  the  University  Medical  College,  and  f^e  to  be  competed 
for  by  all  medical  Btudente.  One  prise  is  oKred  for  the  beat  ilhutra- 
ted  report  of  the  cliolo  of  diseaacB  of  the  throat  at  the  UnlTerBity, 
and  the  other  for  the  beat  anatomical  preparation  of  the  ph&iyngo 
nsBftl  space.  Yoon,  very  troly, 

Jamxb  B.  BinunnT,  M.  D. 


Pakh,  Amtmr  8, 1B6S. 

The  ruins  of  bat  ene  bnilding  in  Psrie  remMn  fram  the  days  of' 
RomaD  conquest  and  oocnpation,  the  ancient  Palais  des  Thermes, 
founded  tovards  the  cloee  of  the  third  century.  Here  it  vas  thai  his 
soldiere  proitlaimed  Jnlian  emperor  in  360.  NoUiiag  stands  now  iMt 
the  batliB,  a  good  miniature  repreMtttation  of  Aeir  eoloMal  prototypes 
of  Koine. 

The  enhsequent  dynasty,  irhieh  expelled  the  Boman,  the  Hero- 
TiDgian,  under  Clovis  II.,  leave  ns,  also,  one  baiiding  still  preeerred, 
and  since  many  tames  ealai^d.  It  atande  oa  the  island  in  the  Seine, 
where  the  city  first  ezist«d.  Historiee  are  wiitten  of  the  building. 
It  is  the  oHest  of  its  kind  in  £aroi»e,  unless  China  can  antedate  it,  m 
die  worid.  Generations  have  entered  and  passed  away ;  dyawties  har* 
flomished  and  faded,  monarchy,  republie  and  empire,  witii  almost  all 
the  Tiolssitudes  of  anoieat  Borne;  the  reign  of  tyranny  and  the  reign 
of  terror  hare  swept  over  it,  and  it  has  stood,  as  it  stands  to-day, 
through  all  tiiat  more  than  nilienium  of  time.  The  raTsges  which 
(Bd  not  spare  the  great  Cathedral  opposite,  hut  whieh  eonrertedit,  muti- 
lated' aud  delheed,  int«  a  se-eallad  Tem^e  of  BeaMU,  did  not  dese- 
erate  u  ringle  Rt«ne  of  its  eompositioD.  The  ftnatioism  of  prieetonfl, 
which  wreaked  its  cruel  vengeance  on  that  ftarftil  night  of  fit.  Bar- 
tholomew ;  the  fury  of  an  enraged  and  insane  mob,  which  did  not  hesi- 
tate to  spill  the  blood  of  their  very  king  aad  queen,  is  erasing  every 
existence  and  emblem  of  royalty,  never  laid  a  violent  band  upon  it  or 
any  of  its  inmates.  Prisons  were  demolished;  convents  and  monas- 
teries which,  protected  by  the  puissant  liand  of  papal  anthority,  cov- 
ered a  third  of  the  best  sites  of  the  city,  were  swept  away ;  monuments 
overthrown;  statues  melted  down  into  boHats;  bat  whatever  tb«  d«mi- 


iM,Coo<^lc 


IM 

wnt  f9W*T,  TMsoB  01  puuoB,  ths  otd  bwUwg  WM  Mill  pMMTMi 

Mend  wbeo  no  other  influeBOtt  or  p«wer  aovld  act. 

Wfa«B  Uw  WW  abngfttod,  ud  iriicKw  oMitowwd,  taedkia*  ctiU 
HMMrred  hot  yowor,  tpd  will;  for  it  it  not  bnhurked  tad  Wlowoi 
iato  oach  indmdvlity  of  existonoo  bj  tho  iftt  uid  gnatest  law  of 
utare,  Mlf-preotmluHif  Upon  iita  arcbitraTo  of  thU  btuldiag  ia 
vritteo,  in  pltdn  simple  leUere,  Hotel  Dies;  fonnerl;  it  raa,  Maisoa 
de  Dies,  Hoose  of  God — a  name  U*  not*  appropriate  to  it  tkoi  to 
■any  of  tbo  atatelier  maoaiooB  of  ooclesiaitie  pomp.  Else  tbaa  ibia 
huit  of  tutlf  a  doMD  done  eolnmai,  it  ia  an  nnayminetneal  pile ;  brt 
wo  delight  to  trarene  its  lot^,  dark  oorridors,  and  its  wards  Darned 
fnm  the  diffneat  taint*  ia  the  calendar,  and  to  roam  oTor  its  corwed 
bridge  orer  tho  Soino,  which  eoDneots  it  by  an  andergroond  tnunel 
ifiik  the  newor  female  depaitmeDt  beyond,  peopling  tiiem  widi  the 
many  men  of  might  in  modioioe,  who  have  passed  half  a  life  tiae  hua 
itfon  bariag  gtsffen  aamea  bi^  aad  iMBsMaUe  as  the  piUac  of 
Ham.  It  seeau  sneril^te  to  i«ae  it,  area  for  the  angaiAoMt  straatMS 
IB  ereetioB  across  the  way;  bat  its  years  are  nombered  now. 

The  iaaM  aplaador  that  abaraoteriseB  all  4«.pablioedUeos  of  Paris, 
haa  bee*  lariahod  upon  bar  nomberloss  boildingB  for  the  can  of  the 
■iak.  Her  tnest  hoapitWs  really  merit  the  name  of  paUaea.  It  b 
hard  to  QOBMira  of  room  for  improvoment  after  aa  iBspaotioB  of  tha 
IsirabqiHBBS,  and  tha  sew  Hotel  IHsa  will  Mly  e^aid  it  in  ananga- 
■aafc— anrpass  it  inardkUaetnre. 

Than  an  ••  nwny  and  soah  exoellent.warica  on  the  Tsxions  hospi- 
taU  of  Paris  in  yonr  ouy  rea^,  especially  c««  lately  pnUiahad  with 
largi»  illnstiatioBS  of  lUl  tiie  iwinoipal  hospitals  of  £nrepe,  that  m 
tffij  »fiau  from  any  att^qpt  ait  deseiipitioit  aad  ocovpy  onr  lisuls 
with  Wiot^  agiaaablo  natter- 

We  oopj,  then,  first  for  th«  benefit tttyoax  many  leadan  wha  van 
WW  P*ns  rtvdaats,  the.  HitL  of  preaant.^Mn  aad  aoaupaata  ia  tha 
swmMr  aeasij»n  jast^oaed; 

1I.H. 

MsdM  Vatpml  BM>t|i,  BsUoa. 

.  njfiideflri  LMftt. 

Tfaenpeatict  ud  KaterU  HadkM,  a^bitr. 
So^lcal  PatholoKT,  Dolbua. 
Legtl  Hedidoe,  Tudteo. 
TbMTMtaAitgy,  Bagoanld. 

OMeMu  wd  DtaMMM  of  WoBMB  Mii  OMUn%  Plfet 
I^iktriesiwl  AutMar,  Talptoa.  ^  , 
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Hadiokl  Olikici,  8m  Md  BdMr. 

SoTKiMa  CUnist,  LMfiw,  Qnwnlln.  Broai  ud  BukM. 

Obftstrical  Clinic,  D«paiil. 

Diseues  of  Inbntt,  Rogci. 

Dieeaaes  of  Skin,  ■■ 

Diseases  of  Bje,  _~, 

The  cooTM  of  itadj  in  the  somner  bmwodb,  for  the  fomr  j«n,  it 
urr&Qgfld  u  fvUoira: 

JW«<  r««r-4«diMl  Vataml  Hlitorj,  HMbMlnMo^  SitNiaH  in  the  B«IMt> 
ifkl  Oud«D  of  tlM  raeoltr,  Owaictl  HanipaUtion*. 

Steottd  Ttar—Phjaiologj,  Inlarnal  PaOialogj,  Eiieriud  Pathologj,  PtmUo*! 
Exercisei  in  Phjriologj. 

Third  Tear — PbTiiolog;,  InterDal  ftnd  External  Patholog?,  Obsletrica,  Op«n- 
UoDi  And  I>reMing«,  Therapentici  and  Materia  Vedica,  Pharmacology,  Pathology, 
AnUomy,  Kadical  axi  Surgical  Clinict. 

«Mrtt  r«w— Intwml  Mid  Bxtanul  Patbotogr,  ObrietHo,  Tlienpwthii  hM 
IblMi*  Htdkea,  htffd  Uediidae,  fttbolonr,  Anatomr,  H/ctbM,  ]fadl<Mt,  Biii«MI 
•ad  Otwt«trl«*l  CliMic^  Practical  Ezerdaet  in  ICadidn*. 

PariB  ie  ^11  enoaglt  no*  is  Medicinft— d&ring  tht  long  r&eiftiMl, 
■Kwt  of  tit*  t^ofesion  iMing  i«  the  larta  eotidition  and  onl^  to  deVAl- 
OJM  whan  tfae  winter  sefgion  begina.  The  daily  liflita  are  Btill,  faoiT- 
vnr,  ngthtly  made,  knd  oecnpation  enough  tnight  be  Afforded  to  HUe 
Btftdent  if  b«  oovld  be  preMst  at  th&t  period.  Unfortnaatelj  hll  +S^ 
ate  made  in  the  morning  ftom  eight  to  eleven ;  and  as  this  is  a  cHj  itt 
magnificent  distanees,  and  the  hoepitats  are  oitnated  in  the  most  re- 
note  pointa  «f  theto  distances,  an  attsndanoA  on  mote  than  t«o  di^^ 
is  simply  impossible.  We  are  somewhat  happily  sitnated  in  this  re- 
gard, abont  the  oentte  of  the  celebrated  Latin  Quarter,  a  ftv  pao«k 
from  the  oli&ioa  of  the  school,  and  within  ten  minates  watfc  of  dte 
Hotel  Dien  atd  the  Cbaritd.  The  olinlos  contain  two  departmenU, 
the  SHrgioal  and  the  Ohetetrieal,  the  latter  utider  tiie  charge  of  fwt. 
Depanl;  and  we  may  make  a  note  or  two  on  its  character.  And  tfit, 
then,  Witt  an  the  msgnifieent  naterihl  in  every  department  of  diedi- 
•{bo,  whkh  a  eity  of  one  aAd  two-titirds  millions  lahabitanta  natntally 
*l<>rd8,  backed  I7  tlie  ueai  snm  of  fonr  and  k  half  tntllions  francs  ah- 
Btial  expendittres  fyr  edneatEonal  pnrposes,  the  whole  amount  of  ob- 
■totileal  material  that  may  be  nstd  in  the  instraction  of  slndents,  is 
contained  tn  lihfs  pitiably  small  department  of  tfairty-six  bedsl  and 
HtM,  too,  when  one  entlrv  tb!l4  of  all  Mrths  It  Illegitimate.  Proh 
fudot!    The  grind  lying-in  hospital  of  die  city  !i  InaeoeinhlA  to  sta- 
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denta — irby,  w«  know  not;  and  an  interrogation  of  ■  Fnnoh  i 
only  jieldi  that  iDsritable  shrug  of  the  Bbonlden  wliioli  meaoB  tto  nanj 
ikinga  that  we  htre  nerer  been  able  to  arrire  at  anything  satisfiactoiy. 
That  it  does  not  depend  on  a  profonnd  reapeot  for  female  modesty,  a 
few  remarks  ftirther  on  may  illnstrate.  The  hospital  is  ordinaiy 
enough,  too,  in  other  reapeote.  There  ia  a  ooneiderable  show  of  wUk 
linen  in  beds  and  in  onrtains,  which  surround  them  here  aa  eTerywheie 
In  Farie;  but  there  ia  not  that  oleanlineia  of  nook  and  corner  which 
bespeaks  the  eonstant  rigilance  of  the  superior  officer  in  these  mat- 
ton  of  mob  Tital  importance  in  this  department;  and  though  tliere  is 
an  abundance  of  assistants,  in  their  white  aprons,  and  a  snperabnnd- 
anoe  of  nurses  for  snch  a  small  affair,  there  is  too  much  easy  famil- 
iarity all  round  to  ensure  that  diseipliite  which  ia  so  essential  to  the 
character  of  a  modern  hospital. 

We  hare  not  been  able  to  glean  much  of  norelty  in  the  way  «f 
treatment.  Eight  days  is  the  period  of  decnUtus.  I>tet  Tery  lov  at 
firflt,  is  gradually  increased.  All  eases  of  puerperal  difficulty  alfeeti^ 
the  abdomen  are  hidden  under  a  large  cataplaam.  One  or  two  rather 
MTAie  blistera  w«  have  seen  applied.  The  only  case  of  puerperal  oon- 
TQlrioas  proved  fWtal — there  was  nothing  special  in  the  treatment. 
TkOTe  is  still  one  quite  tnteresttng  case  in  the  wards.  An  oooipito  poa- 
terior  position  was  delivered  with  eoBsiderable  difficulty  by  tho  Cr- 
eeps, (the  long  FreU'  h.  inatroment  is  here  employed),  subsequently  fera 
•Biaed  and  a  lai^  abscess  formed  in  the  subcutaneona  tissue,  just 
over  the  uterus.  Long  shreds  or  masses  of  degenuated  adipose  tisane 
and  rectus  muscle  are  daily  extracted  through  the  small  orifioe  of 
spontaneous  origin,  which  permits  the  esoape  also  of  a  profuse  pvtm- 
lont  discharge,  attended  with  gas  of  such  an  odor  as  at  one  tin*  to 
have  caused  a  auapioion  of  intesUaal  lesion.  The  microscope,  however, 
ezoludea  all  stercoraceous  matter.  To-day  the  cavity  was  injected 
with  potass,  permangan.  Patient's  condition  oritioal  from  long  ooa- 
tiaaed  suppuration,  but  reeover;  atiU  highly  probable. 

One  practical  fact  should  hardly  eaoape  unaotioed,  a«d  thai  ia  tho 
enveloping  of  premature  infants  in  raw  cotton,  a  perfect  case  bMBg 
made,  leaving  only  the  face  free — the  beat  means  we  have  ever  soea 
OKployed  for  constantly  preserving  a  proper  temperature. 

The  nnmber  of  cases  of  cancer  in  MaissoniiMive't  wards  in  tfca 
Hotel  Dieu  is  perfectly  astounding.  It  would  seem. that  ha  seloeti 
snch  cases  l^m  the  whole  city.  He  attaeke  them,  eertaiiilj,  in  a  aaoit 
fearlesa  maimer,  as  we  do  not  ever  remember  to  havo  seen  awdi  haga 


vIonghiDg  rarfuM  u  these  after  die  applieation  of  liu  oaostic.  We 
know  notbing  of  nsults.  It  was  oar  pleasure  io  wituew  the  applica- 
tion of  big  famoae  gntia  percha  air-exolodar,  fto.,  on  Beveral  oaaea  «f 
Amputated  limbs.  We  oertainl;  noticed  Mveral  oases  in  whiob  it  dtd 
sot  prevent  the  formation  of  pus,  and  one  in  vhioh  he  removed  it 
Altogether  on  that  aeconnt. 

Your  readen  are  probably  aware  that  all  the  public  positions  vf 
Paris  are  filled  bj  competitive  examination.  We  had  some  cnrioBity 
to  Hit  the  matter  a  little,  and  to-day  we  accidentally  enoouatered  an 
uifloanoement  for  a  oodooutb  for  two  physiciasB  and  one  dmggiet, 
with  the  laws  regulating  Bnoh  things  in  general.  Toila  the  following 
«xtraota: 

"Th«  eandhlete  Mtiatbe  agiadaale,  aadmnit  have  atndied  Ave  fMn;  if  aa 
intarBt  in  a  Parla  hoapitaJ,  Toor  enfflcea ;  if  ao  Interoe  lannate,  It  ia  MUX  slighllf 
ndaced.  He  mnst  be  ioMsribed  at  tbe  offlce  of  the  Secretary  of  Administratioii 
at  least  Gneea  dmjt  before  the  comineDcemenl  of  the  roncoars.  The  membera  of 
the  JDiy  are  drawn  tj  lot  bj  the  Directors  of  Adminiftratioti,  to  the  pregeoce  of 
two  memben  of  tbe  Cooncil,  delegated  to  this  pnrpoM.  The  dirties  of  jarymen  u« 
'oUfsalorj,  and  thej  m^  only  be  ezcaaed  tar  gnave  causes.  Then  shall  aerer  be 
■nore  than  two  jurymen  from  one  inttitaUon.  A  aerrlce  oate  on  a  Jury  exempts  Eram 
ftrtnre  Krriee  for  a  period  of  two  jeaia.  Five  daja  after  closure  of  the  Usis,  SQd> 
candidate  maj  present  hiHself  at  tha  office  of  the  secretary  to  acqoaint  himself 
with  his  jniy.  Anj  written  otdections  to  any  Jotyman  most  be  handed  sealed  to 
the  Director,  who  shall  consult  with  the  two  members  of  Coancll  as  to  tiie  proper 
•teps.  In  case  the  Director  and  Conncilmen  &il  to  agree,' the  matter  18  to  be  reAr- 
Md  for  final  decision  to  the  Prefect  of  the  Seine  (mayor  of  the  city}.  If  do  oti}aa- 
-tion  is  tcttdered  within  Bve  days,  tbe  jury  Is  considered  as  definite.  Is  caae  of  a 
phy^cian,  thejnry  is  eonposed  of  six  physicians  and  one  sorgeon,  seren  in  all,  aad 
all  members  of  etaflh  of  hospitals.  For  drnggists,  the  jury  to  cooiSat  of  six  dmg- 
gista,  one  physician  and  one  sni^egn — fonr  of  tbe  drnggista  to  be  selected  from  the 
bospltals  and  two  from  tbe  city.  In  all  cases  a  parent  of  Telative  is  to  be  songht 
oat  and  exclnded.  The  examlaattoD  is  divided  late  two  rarietiM:  flnt,  theexaml- 
aation  of  admissibility,  and  second;,  tbe  eiamiaatioa  defialte.  Tbe  first  is  eommoa 
to  an  competitors,  the  second  only  to  those  who  hare  paaad  the  first. 

■' Examination  of  Admisaibility—1.  Anoral  tbeoratleal  qnastionoBasal^t  of 
pathology — twen^  minntM  fbr  reflection,  a&d  twenty  minntea  tbr  answer.  2.  A 
elinical  examination  of  a  patient-~-t«a  minatee  for  examloation,  and  fifteen  mln- 
ates  for  developing  an  opinion  on  the  malady  orally  before  the  jnry  after  fire  min- 
«1<B  fi>r  reflection.  3.  A  written  opinion  on  a  paUen^  tOr  the  preparation  ef  wbkA 
Arty-five  minntes  Is  allowed  after  tea  minatss  examination — the  opinion  to  be 
written  Immediately  after  the  examination. 

"Proofk  Definite — I.  A  composition  written  od  a  snltfect  of  pathology,  embracinf 
if  pathological  aoatomioal  elemenia— three  hours  time  granted.    2.  Clinical  ex- 
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ftnlnatioK  of  twft  patientl — twast;  miautM  tot  eumliutlon  af  tlM  two — VkiAj 
■nioatet  for  the  oral  disaenat[on  befoTs  the  jur;,  after  five  minatei  r«flectioD. 

"The  mazimam  of  poiotB  for  Mith  eiarolMitio*  te  Bied  m  foUowa:  For  id- 
■iHiMUtj,  twent7;  for  the  definite^  tUrtr." 

It  if!  evident  enough  that  mediocrity  seldom  gai&s  adniiwion  into 
ft  FsriB  hospit&l,  inferiority  never. 

The  Frenck  BtudeDt  i«  a  being  af  strange  oovpoBition.  Being  ■ 
FrenobmKn,  he  partakes,  of  conrse,  of  his  grand  national  characteris- 
tics; iadeed,  he  is  eminently  an  exponent  thereof.  He  works  all  daj 
generally  faithfnlly,  and  then  dissipates  with  eqaal  fidelity  all  night 
Of  course  there  are  many  bright  exceptions — we  speak  of  the  aver- 
age. Siasipation  in  Fiance,  boweveT,  is  not  the  conrse  and  rvlgar 
rowdyism  of  many  other  lands;  but  is  eonverled  into  ■  science,  and 
lAispliayed  in  snob  a  manner  as  to  allure  yo«th  in  1^  most  faaoinating, 
almost  irresistible  manner.  Brery  sense  is  addressed ;  the  most  tempt- 
ing articles  of  luxury  are  every  where  paraded  in  the  streets,  the  cost- 
liest and  rarest  viands,  the  choicest  wines  on  tbe  table,  the  most  class- 
ioal  musie  at  the  oi>era,  and  grades  all  the  way  down  in  the  lesser  thea- 
ter, wkoee  name  is  legion,  to  suit  the  taste  and  pocket  of  every  ela». 
Woman  is  a  luxury  the  most  attratfttve  of  all.  Boccaoift's  pen  eovM 
scarce  do  jnstice  to  the  morality  of  Paris.  What  Byron  said  of  Spain, 
night  be  statedwithequal  justice  of  Paris.  "The  negation  is  omitted 
firom  the  commandment,  and  it  runs,  Tho«  shalt." 

Sunday  is  Satornalia,  and  Tirtae  and  veidaocy  synonymous  terms. 
Of  eonree  this  is  only  the  superficial  view;  and  it  most  not  be  fo^ot- 
ten  for  a  moment  that  behind  all  tUs  dissolution  and  vice  there  still 
remain  many  great  and  honorable  men,  some  of  the  world's  greatest 
indeed,  and  many  virtuous  women;  and  it  is  to  the  peradventural  ex- 
istence of  dteaa  that  Paris  may  be  said  to  be  pieserTcd  from  th* 
<^min«cj  which  |«oved  the  ruin  of  Venice,  oi  Irem  the  iven  epn- 
dign  punishment  whieh  was  visited  i^on  Babylon,  w  Sodom  and  Q«- 
mftrrab.  W. 


Zahbstill*,  Ohia^  Auaun  16, 1869. 
Mt  Ssab  PsonBeoa  Pabtik:  Please  say  to  your  readen  dut,  is 

addition  to  the  JVete  Toth  Medical  Jvwmal,  the  whole  of  ttie  nrliele 
en  the  "Aims  of  Modem  Medicine,"  the  concluding  portion  of  whioh 
vas  copied  into  your  August  number,  has  been  republished  in  tfa* 
lAvins  Agt,  number  1306,  for  June  12th^  1869,  as  veil  u  in  the  Lm- 
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<Ipb  Qimrtef^  RtfUv,  npTtblbhed  in  Nev  York  tn  April.  1869.  Ih* 
prioe  of  the  Living  Age  is  but  eigbteen  oeota,  of  the  Review  eerentj- 
five  ceota;  and  tbey  oan  be  bsd  at  or  through  sU  news-dealera  CTery- 
vhere.  The  patch&ee  of  either  pnblioation,  coDtttioiDg  it  e&tijre,  will 
be  t.  wise  iaTeBtmeDt  for  all  those  vho  detHre  to  obtain  in  BmaU  com- 
paM  the  prime  "Aims  of  Modern  Medicine." 

Yours  faithfHll;,  Z.  C.  UoBlwt. 


AifNA,  Ohio,  Auqubt  12, 1869. 
Editob  JoDKHAiT  In  Braitbvaite's  Retro^el  for  Joly,  1869,  pag» 
248,  ia  an  article  bj  Dr.  L.  W.  Sedgwick,  ou  the  s»  of  a  refecting 
nirror  in  examinatioDB  by  specalnm.  Allow  me  to  Buggest  that  the 
eommon  ball-eye  lantern  meeta  emy  want — ia  eaeily  managed,  and 
the  light  la  anec|iialed  for  brightnesB.  W.  MoDfiLLAN,  BE.  D. 
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TBAN9ACTI0NS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  OPHTHALMOLOOI- 
CAL  SOOIETY— FOURTH  AND  FIFTH  ANNUAL  MfiET- 

ING8,  l867-*8.  

This  volume  ia  the  exponent  of  one  of  the  meet  iodoBtTieae  of  oor 
Boientilio  bodleHj  ae  such  it  ahoald  command  the  attention  of  every 
supporter  of  piogrcoa.  It  tontuna  abo«t  one  bondred  and  fiAy  p>gM» 
beantifnlty  printed,  and  many  very  elegant  illnatrationa.  The  somety 
nnmberB  fifty  members,  all  eminent  in  their  speelalty;  and  all  have 
labored  to  coutribnte  to  the  Transaotiooi  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make 
the  work  an  honor  to  their  body.  We  will  take  apaoo  iot  a  ihort 
aynopsia  of  some  of  its  contents: 

In  a  report  oq  the  Progreaa  of  OphtJialmology  tat  1865, 1866  and 
1867,  aa  an  evideDoe  of  the  importance  at  present  attached  to  this  sci^ 
eooe,  mention  ii  made  of  neatly  three  hundred  new  worka  and  mono- 
grkpha  on  the  Bubject. 

Hntehinsoa  says  of  oj^thalmoseopio  appearanoea  in  lobaeoo  amu- 
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roue,  fh&t  at  Irst  Uieie  is  redoeBs  simplj,  later  the  disk  gton  p«l« 
from  its  peripliery,  eapeoiaHy  on  the  oater  side,  and  at  Isngtb  asaQims 
a  milk;  wkitenees.  This  process  oeenpies  fVom  four  uonths  to  a  year — 
not  attended  with  pain  or  photophobia;  Mindnaae  gradoal  and,  finally, 
complete.  Withdrawal  of  cause  often  induces  speedy  arrest  of  symp- 
totns. 

Tirchov  for  itrmna  exopththaimica  vses  pereeveringly  tro»,  difi' 
iatit  and  belladotma — oliijeoting  to  iodine  as  hannftal. 

Observers  conjoin  in  the  statement  that  euaoleation  is  never  to  be 
Delected  in  cases  of  ^/mpaAetie  opMhalmia  where  there  ie  merely 
irrilabili^  or  even  lerotu  iritit,  bat  that  it  is  Bseless  where  the  sympa- 
thetic trouble  amounts  to  an  irido  cyclilU. 

Dr.  Luca,  of  Naples,  suggests  the  powder  of  sulphate  of  soda  u 
»  superior  agent  for  removal  of  corneal  opacities. 

Prof.  Knap  suggests  as  an  improvement,  obviating  sjmpathetie 
trouble  in  other  eye,  the  use  of  conjunctival  satnres  in  the  operatloa 
for  staphyloma. 

Dr.  H.  D.  Noycfl  advocates  complete  correction  of  differing  degrees 
of  astigmatism  in  Uie  two  eyes  as  the  best  means  of  bbtaiuBg  good 
biftocular  visioa. 

In  diseases  of  the  nasal  duets  Dr.  H.  W.  WilUaoa  offers  a  nodifi- 
oation  of  Bowman's  probes — giving  lliem  a  bnlbons  extremity,  ud 
diminishing  the  shaft.  Dr.  Oreen  advises  the  me  of  lead  as  snperin 
to  other  material  for  styles. 

Dr.  Derby  oites  two  cases  in  which  atropia  induced  acute  symptoms 
in  glancoma. 

In  an  exhaustive  article  Dr.  Loring  demousbrates  that  canvorgenoe 
can  not  be  changed  withont  a  relative  alteration  of  aocommodatioB ; 
bnt  that  accommodation  may  be  changed  withont  altering  convergenee. 

Dr.  H.  Williams  reports  favorably  on  his  method  of  using  the  cor- 
neal suture  after  flap  extractions  of  cataract. 

Dr.  Oreen  has  introduced  a  new  series  «f  test  types,  an  improve- 
ment on  those  of  Snellen  and  Jager. 

Dr.  H.  Noyes  states  that  the  appearances  in  glycosuria  and  albn- 
menurio  retenitis  are  similar. 

Dr.  Jeffries  demonetrates  the  frequency  of  severe  ophthaJmltla  im 
facial  herpet  zotter. 

Dr.  Hildreth  states  that  annethesia  of  the  cornea  occurs  not  flroM 
general  intra-ocular  tension,  but  from  a  peculiar  condition  of  the  cifi- 
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wry  ^S>  '"'^  ^'^  *^  Ii-apMdi^  renoivd  by  £viaii»  «f  AU  rlig,  dl 
tb«  MsoffipanyiBg  ayisittoiin  dinppAsrhig  kIbo. 

Dr.  WillUatB,  of  CHaeiiuti,  gWes  his  approral  of  Grsefe's  metbed 
of  linear  eztrution  of  BatAnotabore  all  oihera,  w  affording  a  greatar 
nlio  of  ■nooass.  H«  pi«ftn  to  openrts  withont  auMthetioa.  Br. 
NoyM,  of  New  York,  also  giTes  his  teBtimony  in  ite  tvrot,  bat  atiMyB 
Viea  ehloro/orm. 

The  Tolvme  conelndei  witb  a  new  Beriea  of  testa  for  detectieD  ud 
1,  by  Dr.  Onen,  of  St.  Loois.      J.  Or.  B. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  STATE  MEDICAL  SOCIETr  OP 
KENTUCKY,  HELD  AT  LEXINGTON,  APRIL,  186». 

Keutnoky  has  a  medkal  history  of  whieh  her  pbysioiaDs  are  jvmAj 
prond.  Orariotomy  had  ite  origin  in  Kentucky.  A  Keutnoky  snr- 
geon,  still  liring,  oommenoed,  half  a  centnry  ago,  a  series  of  opera* 
tions  for  stone  in  the  bladder,  whioh,  for  the  unvarying  snocess  tb»l 
attended  them,  placed  him  at  the  head  of  the  Lithotomists  of  the  aga. 
A  work  on  Pathology  and  Thenpeatiea,  from  the  pen  of  a  K«nteeky 
phyaLraHi,  ^of.  Cooke,  tbosgk  now  ont  of  print  and  seldom  referred 
to,  exercised  for  many  years,  a  wonderfnl  influence  OTer  the  medical 
mind  of  tiie  South;  and  for  learning,  closeness  of  style,  and  force  of 
logic,  will  compare  favorably  with  any  work  that  baa  issued  from  the 
American  press.  The  great  work  of  Dr.  Drake  on  the  Diseases  of  the 
Interior  Valley  of  North  America,  waa  written  while  he  lectured  in  mm 
•f  Ui«  medical  schools  of  Kentucky.  Dr.  Bartlett,  while  ooBneefted 
with  another  medical  lohool  in  Kentucky,  wrote  his  olaBsioal  work  oA 
Fevers.  Many  of  Dr.  Groes'  popular  volumes  were  composed  while 
he  held  a  chair  in  the  University  of  Louisville;  and  it  was  while  be 
was  connected  with  the  aame  institution  that  Dr.  Flint  began  to  collect 
the  materials  for  his  anequaled  work  on  Practloe.  The  Tolumss  of 
Transactions  issBed  from  the  Uedical  Society  of  Kentucky,  in  former 
yoan,  were  of  signal  abiK^,  and  after  nn  interruption  oanaed  by  At 
war,  H  is  pleasant  to  sea  that  they  have  been  resumed. 

The  volume  before  ns  sustains  the  reputation  of  the  Faculty,  which 
Kaa  baan  adorned  by  so  many  illustrious  namea.  Dr.  Pawling's  ad- 
dress, as  President,  can  not  lay  claims  to  nooh  originality,  bat  it  is 
aensiUoj  and,  what  in  snob  addresses  is  a  rare  merit,  it  is  short.    Thp 
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npoit  of  Dr.  T.  S.  Jwmkim  Im  Ik*  B^nitiM  Umwn^s,  M  Pkm,  ■> 
1867,  is  sdminble.  Ho  maid  sot  ham  amtfttKmi  bom  iafori— rtw 
iato  tk»  HUM  BpBM.  Vtaaoc,  be  i^a,  in  ilioW  wbij  JB^aitawut  of 
iadsstrj,  pU7«d  tW  IsMUsg  put,  ud  tMk  «p  neuJ^  b^  of  the  !■- 
MflDM  baUdiag  in  the  dispfat^  tt  Wr  ptodoots.  Tin  ezkilritira  «f 
|himio»U  asd  nscdial  «B«Bii  wu  mwIj  aadlooi.  Xh-.  Jeakuu  b^ 
^  quinine: 

"Among  the  nui]'  remedial  aKenti  vkicfa  OTgkttic  clifinUtty  baa  aflbrded  at, 
qvfaiM  OMopiM  *•  flnt  pins,  Alatotom  md  sMfiiiM  Dm  MMmd.  in*Mt 
qninioe  Urga  incta,  indMd  irhol*  cottntriM^  wosld  be  nmialiabibUe  for  ih»  irinto 
nee.  To  the  backwoodtaun,  a  •applj'  nt  q,iii^ae  ll  ai  important  at  gnnpawdir. 
The  "quinine  funioe"  in  the  Uaaritine  demonMrated  to  thoiuandi  bov  amall  a 
thing  cTen  gold  ilMlf  might  become  la  compar'uon  with  the  life-nviac  ealL  Dm- 
btg  tbat  &ta]  epidemic,  wbtle  the  popQlation  irere  dying  at  the  rale  of  one  Imn* 
dmd  aad  dghty  to  two  hondrad  per  daj  thronghovt  the  ialand,  a  taw  ovkcm  tf 
qnlniiie  were  obtained  fr(Maihip,fbEVUiikAeenormo<u  ram  of  one  haadredaal 
thii^-eeren  dtdlan,  pM,  per  OBMe,  wm  cheerAiUj  paid." 

The  following  pcngrapli  is  intenBtlDg : 

"The  greateat  chemical  indugtry  of  Oreat  Britaio,  if  not  of  the  world,  i«  the 
alkali  menn&cture  Ihtm  na  ealt.  Tbe  ecotmons  magoltude  of  the  soda  prodno- 
ttan  maj,  to  wme  extent,  be  appnciated  when  we  know  that  fbll  fortf  milliom 
pwadi  an  annoally  maie.  OouMctedwMk  tbe  aoda  watte  an  taeuniaa  fbr  pt«- 
tedng  ohlotide  of  lima,  b;  whidi  pMe«i  a  vast  ^Mntltf  of  mvlaMe  aaid,  whU 
ii  a  by  prodnct,  ii  ntiliied.  Thl«  acid  ia  diminaUd  frem  oomoM  mU  bj  tka  a^ 
tioD  of  oil  of  Titriol  during  the  firMstep  tntbeproceee  of  LeUane  fbr  toda  makiafi 
and  if  tbe  immeasarable  volumea  of  Ihia  gat  were  let  looae  into  the  atmoapbeta 
they  would  blut  T^getation  for  miles  around.  It  wm  once  thoogbt  that  Ihia  nni- 
•anoa'  coald  be  arolded  by  carryilig  the  gai  op,  by  means  of  tall  chimneya,  to  Ihc 
UgbeM  legloni  of  tbe  atmoe^ere.  Tbe  Hoipratta  of  Llrerpool  erected,  at  grot 
■xpenie,  a  ebaft  ai  tall  aa  St.  Peler'a  at  Seme,  and  eoatainlBg  aereral  ntniMa  at 
bick%  to  eany  off  tbeir  taanatio  add;  bat,  <n  trial.  It  waa  found  tlwt  tkia  plan 
oalj  increaaed  the  evil;  for  the  gal,  bdag  beaTlei  than  the  aii,  apnad  it*  4e«d|y 
iDfluence  over  a  rery  mncb  larger  area  of  country.  It  waa  next  condcaaed  in  the 
river*  and  Btreama  on  the  banlu  of  which  the  worke  were  elected,  bat  tbia  plan 
WM  toon  abandoned  when  it  woa  found  that  it  killed  all  tbe  fiah  inhaling  or  Ti«t- 
Ing  tb«  atreama.  Now,  thta  noitoui  gai  li  condensed  by  condnctlDg  ft  into  bop 
■tone  towers  Ailed  with  oaane  dlioous  pebblia  ot  coke,  ke^t  eoaatantiy  wat  wiA 
water  drapping  ftom  abore.  Tbe  li^aid  aoU  roaa  ont  from  below,  a«d  la  MUiairi 
aAerwarda  by  decompoaiog  tt  with  binozide  of  uaoganeae,  eliminating  ■hloriai^ 
to  be  used  in  fonniag  chlorinated  time." 

Tlie  report  of  Dr.  Oraig  on  HedlMl  BthiM  Avwa  a  bMommg  ml 
for  die  dignity  <rf  tbo  profiMuoii;  nnd  we  like  hit  tfeggastion,  that 

pvfewora  in  nMdionl  Mkeeli  ibovld  ijutroM  ikmt  jitfilf  ik  the  ■>>!■ 
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vUali  Blwnld  ftuiwn  vkdMI  nen  hi  tlnir  istefMwne  with  their  ps- 
tieata  aad  witk  one  aantkm. 

Ibe  report  osTMoiartioB,  by  Dr.  JPoyvter,  will  b«  roHliitAiitM!- 
oat  and  pB*it  bjr  all  ■oaking  inlMnutioii  o&  tbat  importuit  nlrfeoi 
S*.  Vnum'i  raport  on.  tte  Botany  of  Kaatnoky>  is  takoa  vf  Imrgaly 
iMt  u  oxeellent  bii^r^ky  of  Be.  Gbuiao  W.  %ort,  who  did  nora 
tli»a  all  tbo  other  laboren  in  &Mt  flald  to  dovelo^  tb«  botany  of  hit 
mliTO  St^s. 

Tbo  report  on  Obstotries,  by  Br.  BtyMrt,  is  «  "rOmw^  of  tbo  fats* 
t«rr  of  ohrtatrka,"  aad  pn»Bta  many  fkotB  of  {«t«reit.  The  defect 
moot  Ultely  to  etrike  the  reader  ie  the  eztreiBe  BnooiBctneM  of  the  re- 
port.    More  detail  vonid  have  rendered  it  more  valnaMe. 

Dr.  Jenkins  has  a  seeond  report  in  the  Tolnme,  relating  to  his  sp*- 
oUlty — Fharmaoy.  It  ie  a  report  to  bepreaerved  for  referenoo— fkill- 
of  nsetWl  matter  tovohiag  anbjeota  irbieh  oonoero  the  pfaysioian  in  hie 
evary'day  datiea.  Dr.  Jenfciw  ia  Mly  np  with  the  improTements  in 
Phaimaoy,  and  hare  preaeuta  nuiy  of  &«  moat  important  wMoh  have 
eartehed  it  in  onr  tiiMs. 

Dr.  Bayleaa  oontribsles  a  paper  ttf  great  nhte  to  these  Ttanaafl' 
tiona.  It  eossiats  of  a  r^wrt  of  "  ftre  oaaaa  of  diseuee  of  the  bone  ft«»' 
common canaaa,  with Aereaoltsof  rargioal prooedare."  W« regret Aai 
o«r  limit*  will  »et  permit  w  to  make  ^  abatraot  of  Ais  important  pa- 
por.  It  eriBoes  flne  Judgment  and  tact  in  the  writer,  and  will  he  read 
with  intereat  by  the  praotitioneT. 

It  is  gratifying  to  witneaa  sneh  erideitoe  as  those  Transaotions  af- 
ford, of  profoasioDal  indasiry  and  loaming.  Wa  shall  look  forward' 
with  intereat  to  the  ftitore  oootribntioBa  of  the  Kentooky  State  Med" 
ieal  Haeiety  to  medioal  hnowlodge. 


PRACTICAL  MANUiLL  Of  THfiTRBATMBNTOF  CLUB-TOOT. 


At  meeting  of  th.^  American  Medioal  Aaaooia^on,  held  at  Waah* 
iagton  in  May,  1868,  Dr.  Btpn  pieseated  a.  "Beport  on  the  Treatment- 
<)£  Club-foot  without  Tenotomy,"  whashww  published  in  tha  ZlXtk 
Tolome  of  the  TiaoMotiona  of  the  Aaaoeiatio^.    Tho-  praaw4  mm*-. 
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gnpk  )R  >B  eztonBioii  of  Uie  report  r«f!irr«d  to,  and  u  a  piomiaod  . 
"iDatallment  of  a  work  on  OrUiopedio  sorgny  rood  to  be  o«npl«ted." 
The  int  Arte  pages  u«  d«TOt«d  to  a  brief  ilateiMiit  of  tbe  aMiomj 
of  tJupurtaiBToWed,  partionlar  aMalion  beug  called  to  the"  «u>II»- 
tmnal  artimUaHoK,"  i.  e.,  th«  ftrticolattOB  b*tire«B  tbt  mtragaUa  and 
M  etUeU  behind,  and  the  MopAoui  a&d  aibo(d  in  fWrnt,  an  arliooUtioa 
tkat  "Dr.  Sayre  believes  has  been  too  naoh  oTorlooked  in  the  Donebno- 
tion  of  "olnb-foot"  shoes.  In  oommon  with  the  ntajoiitj  of  modern 
miters,  rejealing  the  tbeorj  that  Ae  Tarioos  fonns  of  talipes  depend 
upon  the  spasdo  oontraotion  of  the  mnsole  or  mnscles  acting  upon  the 
part  or  parte  of  the  foot  toward  whieb  tbe  distortion  oeonrs,  An  wri- 
ter holds  that  the  essential  element  of  tbe  affection,  in  the  great  ma- 
jority of  oases,  is  at  least  primarily  a  paralysis  of  tbe  mnsoles  oppoeed 
to  those  seemingly  conttacted.  "I  believe  that  all  cases  of  congeni- 
tal talipes,  ^  eaximin«d  immediaiefy  e^ter  hirih,  would  be  found  to  bt 
pwralytie  in  their  nature,  and  that  tbe  apasm  or  oontraotnre  found  to 
exist  in  some  oases  after  a  time  is  really  aeqaired,  antl  due  to  irrita- 
tion or  inflammation  of  the  mnsoles  and  &Boin  inToWed.  Not  Ibat  I 
would  deny  tbe  poesibillty  of  saoh  a  spinal  disease  as  shoold  oauM  a 
tftsie  apasm  of  the  mosoles  existing  in  vUro.  Bnt  if  each  cases  do 
exist,  they  mnat  be  very  rare,  and,  for  myself,  I  have  aever  aeen  ibem. 
*  *  *  *  What  has  been  said  above  of  tbe  lesion  in  ooDgeutnl 
talipes  is,  to  a  great  extent,  tme  of  the  aeqaired  form.  Aoqiurod  tal- 
ipes, rery  generally,  is  dne  to  the  Tarioos  kinds  of  "infantile  parmly^- 
sis,"  which  are  the  frequent  sequels  of  scarlitina,  diphtheria,  dentition 
abd  many  other  diseases  in  whieb  a  blood-poisoDiag  exists,  or  which 
are  attended  with  great  ezhanstion.  *  *  *  *  Some  eases  of  ac- 
quired talipes,  however,  are  not  paralytic  in  their  character ;  deae  am 
oooasional  casea  dependent  upon  diseaaea  of  tbe  spinal  cord,  in  whid 
treatment  can  be  of  little  use  while  iho  originating  disease  is  oncnred ; 
cases  following  direct  iiynry,  which  has  oaosed  inflammation  and  svh- 
seqoent  shortening  and  rigidity  of  muscles  and  ftseiss;  and  oeriadn 
eases,  in  wbiob  acquired  spastio  deformities  are  added  to  the  paraJytie 
ones  previously  existing.  This  lui  is  a  very  common  eondition  of 
things,  and,  donbtleas,  has  bMn  tbe  chief  cause  in  prolonging  the  be- 
lief in  tbe  apaatic  nature  of  most  of  these  deformities."  An  raspaati 
the  f«a(  of  talipes,  "In  eqninuB,  as  in  varus  and  valgus,  the  deformity 
takes  place  at  the  medlo-tarsal  janetion.  The  deformity  of  oateaiMmi 
does  ooew  at  the  ankle-joint,  and  this,  I  balitrve,  ia  fte  only  varietj  rf 
wUeh  Mb  is  trae."    Tkt  "prime  indications"  for  traattaboi  m 


niM»:  1. 


To  nstwfl  the  foot  to  its  noniul  position.  2.  To  uaist  tbe  nntritioo 
bj  all  the  nesna  within  our  reuK,  euofa  h  host,  friction,  motion,  gal- 
TuiiBm,"  &e.  The  esriier  these  indiostions  are  mat,  the  more  oertun 
the  core.  "WhstoTer  be  the  treatment  employed,  it  should  begin  at 
birlk,  if  the  disease  be  eongenitsl,  or  directly  npon  the  receipt  ef  thv 
iiyiuj,  if  soqnired."       *       *       *       ******# 

The  most  serioos  difficulties  met  with  in  the  treatment  of  talipes 
arise  tiom:  I.  The  advanced  sta^e  of  fatty  degeneration  in  the  paral- 
ysed muscles,  due  to  prolonged  neglect,  and  2.  The  effects  of  the  in- 
flammation excited  in  the  mnacles  and  fasciw  by  the  irritation  of  walk- 
ing with  the  feet  in  a  false  position  j  both  of  which  difficulties  oould 
be  avoided,  or  greatly  diminished,  by  earlier  attention  to  the  case." 
Of  tenotovty,  which  a  few  years  ago  was  considered  all-important  in 
the  treatmest  of  club-foot,  he  says:  "If  what  has  been  stated  above 
regarding  the  paralytic  origin  of  most  cases  of  club-foot  is  true,  then 
die  severing  of  the  teudons  of  masoles  still  remaining  sound  is  en- 
tuely  irrational.  The  ve^  best  result  that  ooold  be  expected  from 
the  operation  would  be,  that  the  mnscnlar  support  of  the  foot  being 
removed  on  all  sides,  gravity  would  throw  it  into  a  normal  positioa. 
The  disease  which  ondeTlios  the  distortion,  namely,  the  paralysis,  has 
been  tintonched.  And  if  the  tendon  becomes  firmly  united,  there  is 
likely  to  be  complete  relapse  of  the  deformity,  if  the  union  is  complete, 
the  foot  hangs  as  helpless  at  the  end  of  the  leg  as  the  flail  of  the 
tiiresher.  But,  while  I  believe  that,  in  cases  of  congenital  or  acquired 
paralyse  talipes,  if  taken  in  hand  early,  tenotomy  is  very  rarely,  if 
erer,  needed,  oases  frequently  present  themselves  where  from  neglect 
it  is  absolutely  essential,  as  a  preliminary  measure  to  all  other  treat- 
nwint.  These  cases  are  those  in  which  the  fascia  have  become  con- 
traoted  or  the  muscles  contracted.  Now,  how  is  tiiis  contracture  to  be 
di^nostioated  ?  By  antesthetiiiog  the  patient  and  then  attempting  to 
reduce  the  deformity.  If  the  contraction  yields  without  the  rupture 
of  any  of  the  tissues,  the  condition  is  one  of  simple  contraction,  and 
can  be  reliered  without  section.  If,  however,  the  deformity  persists, 
ogntraeture  has  taken  place,  and  tenotomy  or  rupture  of  the  shortened 
tissues  is  demsnded."  .        . 

The  most  Taloable  .part  of  the  book  to  the  general  practitioner,  is 
that  devoted  to  the  coi|sider«tion  of  the  various  metltods  of  dressing 
to  be  employed,  either  with  or  without  tenotomy,  as  the  case  may  re- 
qture.  The  roller  bajulage,  gj/ptum  bandage,  tole-katJi«r  or  gitUap^- 
«Aa  ipUitit,  and  ^e  udhemvt  flutter,  eithet  alone  or  with  added  mdia- 
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rvhher  ttihinff,  &re  considered  witb  their  Mveral  ^dTintagefl.  Thoagk 
(he  ordinary  roller  ha»dage  iB  simple,  "and  by  constant  oboerrstioB 
and  readjastmeDt  of  the  dreesing  a  core  may  sometlmee  be  effeetedj 
yet  this  plan  of  treatment  is  applicable  to  a  very  limited  nvmiber  ni 
casee,  is  rery  liable  to  get  oat  of  order,  and  therefore  demands  con- 
stant oare,  and  haa  an  objection,  in  common  with  all  irhieh  p«na» 
aently  ooTer  the  limbs  by  bandages  or  spllnta,  that  it  iDterferes  wiA 
tfae  neceasary  applicatjon  of  ftictions  and  galTanism.  Thd  ygptim 
ianda^  poueases  the  advantage  over  the  last  plan  that  it  do«a  not 
change  ita  form.  *  *  *  *  The  objeotions  are,  the  weight  of  the 
dressing,  the  impossibility  of  inspecting  the  limb  and  of  applying  is 
it  friction,  electricity,  Ac.  *  *  *  *  Both  fetU&er  and  ^tto^cr* 
cha  are  superior  to  gyptum,  in  that  they  can  be  daily  removed  for  per- 
sonal inspection,  manipnlatJon,  friction,  shampooing  and  electricity. 
*  *  *  *  A  large  majority  of  congenital  defonnitjes,  if  taken 
imitediatdy  after  birth,  can  be  easily  retained  by  Uie  simple  applica- 
tion of  adhaive  platter.  *  *  *  *  Although  this  plan  is  ft«- 
qnently  soocessfnl,  cases  do  occur  in  which  the  mnscolar  rigidity  is  loo 
great  to  yield  to  manipalation,  nnless  continued  for  a  longer  time  than 
can  be  generally  given.  A  constant  tractile  force  Uien  becomes  neoes- 
sary,*and  the  plan  suggested  by  Hr  Bichard  Barwell  of  London,  is  by  &r 
the  best"  In  this  plan  (Barwell's)  india-rubber  eordsare  so  attached  ta 
the  leg  and  foot  as  to  cousterbaUsce  the  action  of  the  apparently  con- 
tracted muBcIea;  in  other  words,  the  work  that  can  not  be  done  hj 
muscles  now  paralyzed,  is  done,  and  more  perfectly  tlisn  might  be  ez- 
peoted,  by  elastic  bands.  "The  advantage  of  this  plan  is,  that  it  ■ 
in  imitation  of  the  natural  action  of  the  parts,  permitting  and  promo- 
ting the  constant  movement  of  the  muscles  and  jointa,  thereby  in- 
creasing the  circulation  in  the  same,  and  necessarily  improving  tbeir 
development  and  power."  Bespeoting  the  advantage,  in  &ct  the  neces- 
sity, of  motion.  Dr.  Sayre  says:  "t  can  not  too  freqnentiy  ni^  1^ 
necessity  of  motion  as  a  means  of  permanent  cure,  or  too  stron^y 
deprecate  the  use  for  any  length  of  time  of  any  form  of  appliance 
wbich  shall  prevent  or  materially  limit  the  proper  movemento  of  the 
foot.  Wthoat  motion  the  muscles  can  not  be  restored  to  their  nor- 
mal degree  of  development,  oonseqaently  the  talipes  will  be  cured  oalj 
in  form,  and  not  in  reality,  and  relapse  will  be  the  natural  sequence  of 
snch  incompleta  treatment.  Motion  b  the  essential  element  of  cure; 
and  I  think  the  chief  valne  of  galvanism  and  fkradism,  aa  promoten 
of  muHcnlar  growth,  lies  in  the  muscular  contractions  which  they  pn- 
D„:,iP<.-jM,CoO<^rC 


ZDITOEIAL  AND  MEDICAL  MEWS.  683 

duoe.  The  growth  is  the  reault  of  action."  Of  the  very  eimple  plan 
of  treatment  adopted  by  Henry  Neil  of  Philadelphia,  in  1825,  ("to 
fasten  the  child's  feet  to  a  board  made  to  fit  the  soles  of  the  feet,  and 
joined  together  opposite  the  ankle-joints,")  the  writer  remarlcs  that 
"  the  restraint  is  of  conrse  iiksome  to  the  child,  and,  in  his  efforts  to 
kick  himself  oat  of  the  bandages,  he  brings  into  action  all  the  mus- 
clee  of  tbe  legs — accomplishing  die  very  object  desired — and  in  the 
graphic  language  of  Dr.  Atlee,  kicks  himself  straight." 

In  order  that  the  movementB  at  the  medio-tarsal  articulation  may  be 
preserred,  and  at  the  same  time  advantage  be  taken  of  Barwell's  india- 
mbber  muscles,  Dr.  Sayre  has  had  made  a  "club-foot  sh^,"  jointed  in. 
the  middle  of  the  sole.  This  "shoe"  (solely  to  tecominend  which, 
some  have  said,  the  work  under  consideration  was  written),  aeems  tO' 
answer  very  well  the  indications  which  mnst  be  met  by  any  satisfac- 
tory apparatus.  The  elastic  oords  supplement  and  develope  the  atro- 
phied muscles,  and  the  hinge  between  the  heel  and  sole  allows  the 
shoes  to  be  adapted  to  the  foot,  and  the  necessary  aft«r-motion  to  be 
made.  The  record  of  cases  treated,  to  which  nearly  one-half  the  book 
IB  devoted,  shows  the  beneficial  effects  of  "Sayre's  shoe,"  at  least  in 
the  Poo  tor's  hands. 

The  mechanioal  execution  of  the  book  is  excellent,  as  might  be; 
expected  of  anything  issued  by  the  "Appletons."  P.  S.  C. 


EDITORIAL  AND  MEDICAL  NEWS. 


The  Chaib  or  Obbtetkiob  and  DisxABxa  or  TVomeh  in  the  Med- 
ical College  of  Ohio,  having  become  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  the 
Elditor  of  this  journal — his  acceptance  of  a  chair  in  the  Louisville 
University  being  the  cause  of  this  resignation — has  just  been  filled  by 
the  election  of  Dr.  C.  D.  Palmer,  of  Cincinnati.  Dr.  Palmer  has  lec- 
tured with  acceptance  in  the  summer  school  connected  with  the  Mi- 
ami College,  is  a  gentleman  of  excellent  professional  sttaiumente,  and 
is  an  iDdnstrions  student;  and  we  anticipate  for  him  in  the  new  and 
honorable  position  to  which  he  has  been  called,  conclusive  evidence  of 
the  wisdom  manifested  by  the  Faculty  and  Trustees  in  his  selection. 

The  severance  of  a  connection  with  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio 
which  has  existed  for  five  years,  does  not  abate  our  desire  for  the  proB-  t 
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peritj  of  this  Ten«rabl«  iaBtitution,  nor  oar  regard  for  tbe  hnndiedt 
of  youDg  men  to  whom  we  have  had  the  honor  of  lecturiDg  in  iL 

Qdits  FOSSIBLT  the  Americaa  ProfeHsion  hkd  do  representatires 
at  the  recent  meetiag  of  the  British  Medical  Aasooiation:  «d  extract 
iVoitt  a  letter  just  received  from  Dr.  Hibberd  will  explain  the  reasoi 
of  the  failure  of  at  least  two  of  oar  delegates  to  be  present: 

"Here  I  tm,  a  victim  to  m;  &ith  in  the  imnialabllit;  of  British  institoUmu. 
I  cane  doirD  bom  the  Alps  at  a  mn  to  be  at  Leedi  in  time  far  the  meeting  of  tbr 
British  Uedical  AaEociKtioD,  and  arrived  there  according  to  prqgnunoie  to  find  mj- 
lelf  jnat  one  week  too  lata.  Within  the  la«t  Tew  wee1u  fhej  changed  the  da;  of 
meetiDg  tnm  Ajt  nsnal  and  a^jcnrned  time  to  the  preceding  week,  od  acconnt  of 
local  conBideratloni  abont  Hall*  and  Awiiee.  Thie  was>weU  eDon|^  for  the  mem. 
ben  of  the  AMOciation,  for  they  all  learned  of  the  change  in  time ;  bat  forcignen 
conld  only  know  of  it  bf  chance,  and  BDch  lack  came  neither  to  Dr.  PiDcknej,  U. 
8.  N.,  nor  mygelf,  for  we  met  there  last  Taeedaj  with  our  credentials  as  represaita- 
tivea  of  the  American  Medical  Aesociatioo,  and  condoled  with  each  other  over  onr 
wild  goose  chase.  There  maj  have  been  other  Americana  ditto,  but  I  did  not 
see  them. 

"  AlUt  seeing  Teale  do  Ovariotomy  next  daj,  I  left,  and  at  Edinburgh  had  • 
pleasant  afternoon  with  Dr.  Bennett,  who  showed  me  one  of  Brown-SMgoard'sepi* 
laptic  rabbits.  This  genUeman  had  a  basket  fHill  of  them  at  the  Leeds  meeting, 
and  having  spent  a  daj  or  two  with  Prof  B.,  in  Edinbnrgh,  gave  him  one.  Ai 
,70D  haveieen  an  acconnt  of  these  rabbits  in  the  joumali,  I  will  not  saj  more  than 
tiiat  it  is  both  cnrions  and  instracUve  to  sec  the  little  fallow  take  on  his  fit  at  tb 
jleaanre  of  the  opemtor." 

The  Boston  Medical  and  Subqical  Journal,  August  19th,  in 
.an  elaborate  notice  of  the  Prize  Essays  of  the  UBBSachosetts  Medial 
■Society,  OD  "the  Part  performed  by  Nature  and  Time  in  the  Ctire  of 
Diseasea,"  speaks  of  Dr.  Hibberd's  aa  "a  model  of  elegant  and  forci- 
ble diotion,  and  of  terse  expression  " — a'coi^pliment  well  deserved,  and 
looming  from  a  most  worthy  source. 

We  bend  out  bills  to  all  delinquent  subscribers;  and,  of  coane, 
in  making  them,  where  more  than  a  thousand  names  must  be  exam- 
toed,  some  mistakes  have  probably  occurred:  all  snch  mistakes  will 
be  promptly  rectified  when  made  known  to  us.  We  find  more  than 
thfee 'thousand  'dollars  due  the  Journal.  Ought  not  the  greater  pari 
of  this  amount  to  be  paid  within  the  next  month? 

^o&  Sale. — An  order  for  an  artificial  limb  can  be  had  at  mnch 
less  than  the  usual  cost.     Address  the  Editor. 
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Thna  It  will  be  wnn  tlul  U  nuD  bu  pMitoni  whioh  [npcl  him  to  Iha  dMtrnetlaB  of  nun.  If 
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A  CASK  OP  PROLAPSE  OF  THE  FUNIS  TJMBILICALIS. 

BT  LIVIH  J.  WOOLLEN,  U.  D.,  IfOOEETIBLD,  IND. 

About  two  years  ago,  I  was  called  to  attend  Mrs.  S— ; — ,  a  middle 
Bged  lady,  the  mother  of  eereral  childiea.  On  ezamioatioD,  per  vagi- 
nam,  I  found  the  head  presenting  and  the  o>  fally  dilated — the  mem- 
branea  protmding  in  the  form  of  a  pouch.  Thej  were  immediately 
raptured,  and  during  the  next  pain  I  detected  the  cord  prolapsed  to 
the  extent  of  two  oi  three  inchee.  I  practised  reposition,  but  found 
that  each  pain  forced  it  down  as  before.  Having  "but  little  confidence 
in  the  many  complicated  and  impracticable  plans  euggested  by  some 
enthoTB  on  midwifery,  I  did  not  attempt  anything  of  the  kindj  but 
believing  that  if  the  mal-position  of  the  cord  could  be  changed  it 
might  not  again  descend,  I  determined  to  move  it  from  the  position  it 
occupied  aboTQ  the  superior  stait. 

Finding  it  diffionlt,  if  liot  impossible,  to  follow  the  suggestion  of 
Merrimati  and  place  it  at  the  Junction  of  the  sacrum  and  illium,  I  de- 
termined to  move  it  in  an  opposite  direction.  I  therefore,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  ■  pain  hooked  it  upon  the  points  of  my  Index  and  middle 
fingers,  and  carrying  it  towards  the  symphysis  pubis,  I  described  the 
fourth  part  of  a  circle  and  let  it  remain  in  that  position,  gently  with- 
drawing my  fingers.  On  examination  during  the  next  pain,  I  was 
happy  to  find  that  the  cord  did  not  prolapse,  and  ttom  that  time  I  had  , 
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00  further  tronble  with  it — a  liring  child  being  bora  »  skort  time  sf- 
terw&rds. 

I  bave  not  since  bad  a  chaoco  to  try  th«  same  expedient,  bat  would 
Boggest  tbat  in  sWch  oases  it  may  be  well  for  pbyaieiaiis  to  pnctiee 
tbia  nethod  before  resorting  to  anj  of  the  difioot  and  dai^eroas  plana 
proposed  by  some  writers  on  obstetrics. 

Farther  trials  are  necessary  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  it 
be  adapted  to  many  oases  of  prolapse  of  the  f^is. 


A  CASE  OP  POLYPOUS  TUMOR  OF  THE  WOMB,  TREATED 

BY  DRS.  ELLIS,  GAINES,  FLAGG  AND  CEAIG. 

BKPOKTO)  BI  A.  O.  CBAIQ,  K.  t>.,  QHXNT,  KT. 

Uterine  tumors,  according  to  their  itracture,  are  denominated 
fibroos,  cellular,  fibre -cellalar,  vesioalar,  vasonlar,  and  encysted.  The 
fibroas,  the  most  dangeroas  of  all  benign  tumors  of  tbe  womb,  is,  nn- 
fortunately,  the  Tariety  the  pbysioian  is  most  frequently  called  on  to 
treat.  When  the  tumor  remains  imbedded  in  the  uterine  walls,  caus- 
ing tbe  growth  of  all  the  tisaoes  in  ite  proximity,  it  ia  denominated  intra- 
mural ;  when  the  point  of  origin  is  near  the  peritoneal  sorfacs,  and  it 
increases  in  siEe,  pushing  the  peritoneum,  which  invests  it,  into  the 
cavity  of  the  abdomen,  it  is  denominated  extramural ;  when  the  nn- 
oleus  is  nearer  tbe  muooua  membrane,  and  tbe  tumor  descends  aa  it 
grows,  into  the  cavity  of  the  womb,  it  ia  denominated  a  polypous  tu- 
mor. These  tumors  are  not  penetrated  by  nerves,  but  are  well  sup- 
plied by  blood-vessels.  Tbe  arteries  and  veins  supplying  like  intra- 
mural are  small,  but  very  numerous  i  while  those  supplying  the  extra- 
mural and  polypous  are  comparatively  few  but  larger.  The  fol- 
lowing brief  report  of  a  case  of  a  polypous  tumor  of  the  womb  may 
not  prote  uninteresting  to  tbe  readers  of  your  excellent  journal : 

HisTORT. — About  noon,  on  tbe  20tb  of  June  last,  Mrs.  H ,  a 

widow,  aged  forty-four  years,  was  suddenly  attacked  with  uterine  hem- 
orrhage, and,  aeootding  to  her  statement,  lost  about  one  gallon  of 
blood.  She  was  seen  by  Drs.  P.  C.  Ellis  and  T.  W.  Flagg,  but  the 
bleeding  had  ceased  before  thrar  arrival.  They  prescribed  dracfaD 
doses  of  tbe  wine  of  ergot  every  four  hours.  On  the  following  morn- 
ing I  was  called  to  see  her,  in  oonsultatiok  with  Dr.  Ellis.    We,fonBd 
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ber  in  a  very  weak  oaaditioD  tnta  the  Ion  of  blood.  Origisally  of  • 
feeble  conBtitntion,  snd  for  tgub  obfltinfttely  aiuemic,  liable  to  obsooie 
Qterins  troubles  nnee  the  birth  of  her  last  child,  now  twenty  yeara  of 
sge.  She  stated  that  for  two  years  past,  at  each  nenstmal  period,  the 
loM  of  blood  had  been  greater  than  the  normal  quantity.  For  several 
years  there  had  been  no  regularity  in  her  periods — she  would  fre- 
quently go  three  months  or  longer  witliotit  menBtmating.  At  times 
the  lose  of  blood  was  so  great  at  to  alarm  herself  and  Mends.  About 
five  years  ago  the  abdomen  oommenMd  enlai^ng,  and  bad  gradually 
increased  in  siie  up  to  the  present  time.  She  had  been  under  the 
treatment  of  severa]  physioians,  without  any  apparent  benefit. 

Pkbssnt  Condition. — She  is  a  woman  of  mediun  siie,  oonsidera- 
bly  emaciated,  and  Tery  pale  and  weak.  She  haB  soareely  itrength 
sufficient  to  turn  herself  in  bed — dtctAilut  donal.  Her  skin  is  oool 
snd  dry;  pulse  ninety,  Bmall,  qniek  and  feeble;  breathing  slow  and 
somewhat  labored;  tOngne  rather  dry,  and  eorered  with  a  yellowish 
coat;  no  thirst;  Some  appetite;  bowels  regular;  vine  seanty  and 
bigh-colored.  She  desires  ftequently  to  make  water,  but  ean  pass  very 
little.  She  slept  badly  last  night,  and  feds  drowsy  this  morning. 
Complaine  of  vertigo  whenever  she  raises  her  head.  Says  Bhe  has  con- 
niderable  pain  "lew  down  in  the  womb."  Upon  an  examination  of 
ber  abdomen,  it  was  found  to  be  hard  and  greatly  enlai^ed,  the  swell- 
ing extending  several  tnches  above  the  umbilionB.  In  short,  she  pre- 
sented very  much  the  appearance  of  a  woman  seven  months  advanced 
in  pregnancy.  Upon  making  a  per  c<t^nat»  digital  examination,  we 
found  a  large  fibrous  tumor  projecting  through  the  oervix  uteri,  and 
filling  up  the  entire  vaginal  cavity.  The  tnmor  was  in  several  distinct 
lobes.  By  passing  the  finger  between  die  walls  of  the  vagina  and  the 
tnmor,  which  was  quite  painful  to  the  patient  and  aooomplished  with 
oonsididerable  difficulty,  the  oB  uteri  was  fomnd  to  be  higher  than  nor- 
tual,  and  tightly  oonstrictlng  the  tonor.  There  waa  considerable  heat 
in  the  vagina,  and  a  slight  muoo-puralent  discharge.  The  following 
treatment  was  agreed  upon:  Teaspoonful- doses  of  the  wine  of  ergot 
every  fonr  hours,  iron  snd  qniiiia,  together  with  hygienic  and  support- 
ing measures,  BMh  as  ft«gh  air,  s^nlaots,  beef-eMeoee,  eto. 

The  ease  was  seen  on  the  23d  and  23d  of  June  by  Srs.  ELUb  and 
Gaines.     No  change  in  treatment. 

June  S4 — I  Baw  the  patient  tills  morning,  in  oounlUtion  with  Dr. 
Ellis.  She  sUtaa  that  aha  has  had  "regular  labor  pains"  irequently 
sinoe  I  laat  saw  her,  evidently  indooad  by  tbe  ergot.    The  tnmor  is. 
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lower,  ukiag'  salnft  jlrMaw*  oit''tfco  pwinraM.  The  diackk^e  i» 
Kore  profiiMi  MMewlut  •ffaBBtr*)' ftntl  tbwo  U  gEcator  heat  in  th« 
▼agina.  She  ii  stronger  and  in  betUr  iftirLts  Aaa  she  «ai  at  1117  fint 
TiBit.  Hae  slept  rery  Mttle,  on  uMooBt,  aha  sa^a,  (^  the  "labor  paioB." 
No  ehaogfl  in  treaiment,  egce^pt  the  ei^ot  wm  directed  to  be  taken 
only  three  timea  id  the  twenty -ibur  hoars.  '. 

June  S6 — I  saw  the  caae  Alt  noroiDg  wUJt  Dn.  EUiB  and  Oainea. 
Patient  rested  badly  during  the  tiight,  and  is  T<ry  low-Bpirited.  Tn- 
nor  not  td  hard~4i«ohaige  fmei  Md  more  oiSeWiTe. 

JuM  ISS — The  ttmor  is  evidentiy  undergoit^  ^compositioni  it  is 
mnoh  Boftei,  and  the  discharge  is  profase,  avd  6«  offensive  Uiat  it  u 
very  unpleasant  to  Tensin  in  the  room  with  her.  No  change  in  the 
toeatmeot,  exeept  cloths  wruqg  o«t  of  a  solntion  of  oarbolio  acid  are 
to  be  applied  to.  her  vnlva. 

June  37—Svi  the  oase  to-tday,  in  ooqsnltation  with  Dig.  Etlis  and 
CtaincB.  She  la  mnph  weaker — pulse  email,  .qaick  and  feeble.  Hex 
appetite,  BtraDg«  to -aay,  is  improving.  Desires  fi-eqaenUy  to  go  to 
stool  and  to  void  her  urine.  At  times  she  ie  unable  to  make  wat«r, 
except  when  the  tumor  iB  held  np,  and  then  only  ili  a-  amall  quantity. 
The  tnmor  is  deeomposing  npidly — diseharge  profuse  and  very  offen- 
aive.  She  eomplains  of  "bearing  down  I>aitt."  Abdomen  is  not  so 
large  or  so  hard.  She  was  bronght  nndei  the  idflnence  of  chloroform, 
the  twktor  wis  seiied  witSi  placedta  foKCepe,  a»d  nn  attempt  was  made 
to  tning  it  down,  so  th&t  the  chain  of  the  eorasenr  could  be  passed 
anonnd  it;  but  it  so  completely  filled  the  catity  of  the  vagina  that  this 
Was  foud  to  be  imp6aaible.  A  portion  of  the  dooomposed  tumor, 
weighing,  perhaps,  ftrar  o«ioes,  was  brought  away  with  the  foro^^ 
Ei<got  omitted^-other  traatmant  eontinned. 

Jmu  e$  and  3& — Saw'the  CMe-with  Dr.  fillis.  Condllaon  mneh 
the  same ;  continued  treatment.  - 

June  S0—8a!w  the  cat*  wilii  Dn.  SHis  twl  Qaiaes.  The  patient 
has  slept  none  searody  for  f«rty.eight  honn.  8be  is  very  weak,  and 
«t  times  hysterfea).  We  fimnd  a  portion  of'  the  tumor  protmd'i^ 
'throi^;h  the  fogina,  tie  attachments  wer»  broken  up,  and  it  was  le- 
moved.  It  weighed  three- foar^e  of  a  pound.  Her  left  leg  is  slightly 
^edematous.  She  was  ordored,  in  addition  to  other  treatment,  ano- 
dynes sufficient  to  control  pain  and  prodtiee  vleop,  »nd  an  injection  of 
a  weak  Bolntion  of  eerhotio  acid  into  vagina.. 

JtiTjr  i,>  imd  3 — Patient  is  Weaker,  and  very  low-apiiited.  I<eft 
!k>g  is  swelliBg  rapidly,  kn4  J*^  on  prewore.    Treatme^  J^  ui|i^ 
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July  4— Met  Dn.  Ellis  and  O^ims  in  eoHBuItation.  We  found 
our  pxtient  weaker.  Appetite,  however,  contiDued  good.  We  re- 
moved one-half  poaodaf  tbe  tumor,  tbe  patient  beisg  oadei  the  in- 
flnenee  of  ahloroformj  Tbe  diaebarge  Is  profijse,  hot  B«t  so  ofBem- 
UTe.  Hei  l»ft  leg  IB  greatly  Bwellen.  It  wai  paairttured  with  a  needle, 
allowing  eanvideiab]*  fluid  to  escape.    Continaed  ImatmeDt.  ■■ 

J^fy  ^-'No  paitiinilar  ehange  liiMe  Testerday.  She  waa  agajn 
hronght  nadoE  the  infldeaee  of  ebloroform,  and  tbree-foorths  of  a 
pooad  of  tbe  tsmor  itmoTed. 

Jubf  0— Patient  feels  sttoiger.  Palee  ia  better,  end  her  appetite 
is  very  good.  Tbe  dieehariga  Is  not  so  profase  er  so  <^Dsive.  To- 
day, by  awena  of  a  long  trooav  and  eenala,  passed  through  a  speou- 
Inn,  we  inttodveed  ehloride  of  rine  into  the  tumor.  Oontinaed  treat- 
ment. 

Jiilg  7,  S  and  ^—<7blo ride  of  lino  was  introdnoed  into  tbe  tomor 
eaeb  of  Uiese  days,  and  several  »loagbs  were  brought  away.  The  left 
leg  ii  more  osdamatons,  tbe  ewellieg  extending  np  in  the  thigh,  tt 
hae  been  pniMtored  daily  sinoe  the  4th  inst.  Her  right  leg  is  alBD 
slightly  (BdematouB.  In  addition  to  fonner  treatment,  ihoWaa  ordered 
the  acetate  of  potisle. 

Jiiijf  iO— Snw  the  ease  to-d»y,  with  Drs.  EHi«  and  Gwnes.  Tbe 
tnttor  can  not.be  felt  threngh  the  walls  of  Uie  ahdomes,  and  all  that 
portion  tiiat  was  in  tbe  Tsgina  hae  been  bpovght  awary. '  There  is  not 
more  then  ene-^iffd  of  Ae  tnmor  TMnainiiig,  ftH  ef  whieh  is  in  the 
womb.  The eenter!  Ia ooosldershly  dilated,  and  there  is  no  diffieulty 
in  introducing  the  ehhiride  4^  sine  into  tiie  tomor.  The  discbarge  is 
Bmail  and  slightly  oAnsive.  Her  genefil  healtb  is  ittiproving  rapidly. 
Her  appetite  ean  sesroefy  be  -satifled.  She  feele  able  to  get  np,  biU 
WBH  ftdviBed  to  remain  in  bed. 

July  11  and  IZ — Improving;  no  change  in  tre&tment. 

July  IS — Met  Srs.  Etlla  and  'Olines.  The  sound  was  passed  into 
tbe  womb,  and  the  tumor  was  found  to  be  adherent  by.  an  exteneive 
attachment  to  the  anterior  wall  of  tie  neck  and  body  9^  'h^  womb. 
She  is  improving  rapidly,  and  to-day  was  allowed  to  sit  up  for  several 
hours.  Tbe  Bwelliig  of  lege  is  timidly  diminishing.  Treatment  con- 
tinued. 

July  14  amd  'iJ— Continnca  to  impKiTe.  ' 

July  J6^\Mtei  tbe  patient  wHh'  Drs.  BlIiB  and  Oalnes.  6be 
contiaata  fe  impwte^  aleeps  well;  appetite  good,  ud  uyt  At  "foek 
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q«ite  comfortable."  Left  leg  Blill  qnit«  dropaieml.  To-dftj  slf  tieit- 
menl  wu  diuoD tinned,  except  the  tinotom  of  the  ehloride  of  itou. 

JtUy  19 — I  Tisited  tka  eaae  again  to-day,  and  foond  her  sitting  np, 
aad  in  fine  Bpirita.  The  swelling  has  gone  ont  of  her  legs;  her  abdo- 
men is  soft  and  smaller,  ah*  states,  than  it  has  be»i  at  asj  tine  in  taa 
years.  The  os  ateri  is  not  larger  than  a  silver  dollar,  and,  in  mj 
opinion,  thei«  is  nothing  reroaiaing  of  the  tuibor  exoept  the  oeok. 

^agMt  B — To-day  I  called  on  Hrs.  H ,  for  the  pnrpoee  of  get- 
ting some  iostTninentB  I  had  left  at  her  houe,  and  found  her  ironing 
•OBie  olothbg.  She  stated  that  she  folt  stronger  and  better  than  she 
had  at  any  time  in  tirenty  years.  Her  appetite  eoald  not  be  satisfied. 
She  was  able  to  do  her  honsewerk.  I  oonld  searoely  realiie  that  she 
was  the  same  vomaa  who,  a  few  weeks  ago,  looked  more  Uks  a  corpse 
than  a  living  being. 

BxHABKB/^There  is  still  a  portion  of  the  tomor  in  the  womb — 
perhaps  only  a  pari  of  tbe  nook  remains.  The  qvestions  arise,  will 
4ie  tomor  be  reprodaood?  or,  will  tbe  portion  ramaiMing  disappear 
spoDtaneouily?  What  oaoSed  it  to  deoompose?  Was  tt  8trangulal«d 
in  the  OB  olerl?  aleeralion,  inflammation,  or  what?  How  large  was  it 
originally?  Is  it  advisable  to  attempt  a  removal  of  it?  I  would  be 
glad  to  hear  the  opinion  of  some  of  year  snrgioal  contributors  on  these 
qaestions.  It  ia  my  opinion  that  the  tumor  will  be  reprodnoed.  The 
putrescence,  I  think,  waaeaused  by  strangnlatioD  in  the  os.  The  tumor 
probably  weighed,  origiually,  not  less  than  six  nor  more  than  ten 
pounds.  Several  pounds  were  removed  In  putrefied  eooditioo,  and  aev- 
eral  pounds,  m  it  decomposed,  came  away  in  pntrilage,  pus,  and 
shreds,  while  a  portion  remtias  in  the  womb.  It  w<tn]d  certainly  be 
jeopardising  Ao  life  of  tiM  patient  (o  attempt  a  removal  of  the  n- 
maining  portion  of  the  tumor. 


SUCCESSFUL  tebmhtation  of  a  case  of  abscess  of 

THE  LIVER.  

BT  D.  W.  LAHlfX,  H.  D.,  XL  PAID,  ILt. 

On  June  23d,  1867, 1  was  called  upon  to  visit  Hn.  Martin,  who 
was  living  ten  miles  from  £1  Paso.  I  found  her  Buffering  with  a  se- 
vere pain  in  her  nght  hypoehondriac  region,  her  teugun  slightly  (ax- 
red,  her  pulse  quick  and  small,  with  some  headache.    On  examination, 
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I  found  ber  liver  very  iira«b  enlarged  utd  hard,  otttling  up,  eo  to 
speak,  orer  tfae  «dge  of  tbe  lower  rib,  and  extending  almoit  to  tbe 
crest  of  tbe  ilium. 

I  pat  ber  ea  blue  Kasa  and  saline  oathartica  soSoient  to  produce 
at  least  one  operation  of  tbe  bowels  every  da; — her  bowels  being  in 
»  state  of  obstinate  oonstipatioa.  I  found,  alter  about  ten  days, 
tbat  (be  tumor  bad  not  deoreased,  and  tiiat  all  tbe  other  symptoms 
were  a^rsvated,  tbe  pain  being  mnoh  more  severe  than  before.  I 
then  put  her  on  tbe  following  pie^cription:  calomel,  grain  i;  opini* 
half  a  grain  every  four  bonra.  After  taking  aiz  doses,  she  BhowvJ 
evident  signs  of  ptyaliam  tbat  I  discontinued  the  treatment.  I  baj  j^ 
blistered  her  repeatedly  from  tbe  beginning  over  tbe  region  of  the 
tumor.  It  was  evident,  now,  after  treatment  of  two  weeks  to  induce 
resalntion,  tbat  an  abscess  bad  formed  and  was  pointing  to  the  sur- 
face. I  now  resolved  to  resMt  to  anodynes  and  hot  fomentation,  to 
relieve  the  pain  and  hasten  the  termination,  with  an  oocasional  ea- 
tbartic. 

On  July  19th,  1867, 1  visited  bar  in  company  wiUi  Dr.  D.  Lewie. 
We  opened  the  absoesa  sbont  midway  between  the  crest  of  tbe  ilinm 
and  tbe  loww  maigin  of  tbe  ribe,  and  eraenated  a  large  qnantity  of 
dark,  thick,  grumons  floid,  BKelling  Hke  sulpbureted  hydrogen.  We 
did  not  allow  tbe  abscess  to  empty  itself  all  at  onoe,  but  left  direetione 
with  the  bnsband  to  evaeuato  it  by  degrees.  I  judge  tbat  tbe  abscess 
eontained  not  less  than  one  quart  of  this  offensive  matter ;  her  bus* 
band  told  me  that  be  thought  not  less  than  three  pinte. 

She  recovered  r^idly.  When  I  called  to  see  her  a  tew  days  after, 
she  was  visiUng  at  one  of  her  neighbor's.  She  b  now  aa  well  as  the 
ever  was,  and  is  living  at  Covington  or  Newport,  Ey. 

One  point  in  this  case,  I  think,  is  worthy  of  attention.  It  baa 
been  claimed  that  abscess  in  the  liver  ia  snAeient  to  proteot  the  pa- 
tient from  the  influence  of  mercury.  Annesley  says:  "There  can  be 
no  doubt  that  tbe  system  will  not  be  brought  under  the  Ml  operation 
of  mercury,  or  that  ptyalism  will  not  ft^ow  on  the  most  energetie 
employment  of  tiiie  substance  where  absoefls  exists."  He  repeats  this 
opinion  more  than  once,  and  considers  resistance  to  the  action  of  mer- 
cury as  conclusive  evidence  tbat  abeoesa  doea  exiat.  Budd  sanctions 
tbia  opinion,  and  remarks:  "It  is,  then,  before  snppnration  has  taken 
place  that  mercury  can  do  any  good." 

It  is  evident  tiut  this  doctrine  does  not  maintain  in  all  oases.    It 
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TC>  10  Bbort «  time  tHar  luvitg  prodscod  Ae  moat  marked  aTmptoms 
cf  iiiei]>ient  ptjaliBn,  that  absoeH  wu  diagnosed,  and  erea  so  short  ■ 
time  elapsed  before  it  was  opened,  tbat  it  most,  beyond  a  doobt,  bars 
existed  at  the  time  of  tke  adininistratlan  of  tbe  mercoij. 


REHABKS  ON  THE  THEBAFEUTIC  VALUE  OF  BROHIDS 

OF  POTASSIUM. . 

BT  LtTHSPOBD  P.  fANbZI.t,  JB.,  U.  D., 

rmfcHir  KMtri*  Midlaud  ainlal  KidlclM,  DnlnraltT  of 


No  ntedioiiM,  at  th»  [ffeseai  time,  is  probably  attraoting  so  maok 
attentioa  aa  the  btonide  of  potaMiom.  Besides  being  a  veey  fitek- 
ioaable  drug  with  the  prefeasidn,  it  has  beoom*  a  popular  farorite,  and 
now  ocoapiea  the  same  rank  in  domestic  medicine  that  the  tincture  rf 
ataioa  has  m  long  held  in  domestic  surgery.  While  a  Ter;  wide  dif- 
ferenoe  of  opi&icn  existe  amoig  writen  a>d  practitioneTfl  in  regurd  to 
its  outatiTS  powers  and  ita  behavior  in  the  human  sjral^m,  the  mass  of 
teamen;  ts  undoubtedly  in  its  &Tor.  Dniang  the  past  two  years  my 
experienee  with  it  has  been  aamawbat  exteusiTe  both  in  hosfMttla  and 
private  praotioe;  and  the  reault  of  my  obeemMou  is,  that  wh3e  it  ia 
by  no  means  the  panaoea  which  some  have  deemed  it,  it  is  a  moat  val- 
uable medicine,  eapable  of  dotng  great  good  in  many  morbid  condi- 
tions, and  nearly  destitute  of  all  power  ttt  evil  when  properly  admin- 
isteied,  STen  in  very  lai^e  doees.  Ite  failure  to  produce  the  offeda 
attributed  to  it,  which  is  reported  in  the  hands  of  some  pnclitioiwra, 
is  dm,  I  suspect,  to  one  ef  ttiree  foUtnribg  eausee:  Either  its  Admin- 
istration  in  improper  «aaeo;  er  its  beiteg  given  fn  insufiioient  doeea; 
or  being  given  not  auffieiently  diluted.  When  the  latter  tnm  ie  com- 
mitted, pain  in  tlie  sbimaoh  and  bowels,  BOmedmeB  aeTwe,  is  uot  an 
uneommon  consequeBte.  And  this  is  easily  aoeounled  for  when  it  ia 
remembered  that  brwnide  of  {fetasaimm  will  blister  the  tettgue  when 
applied  to  it  in  substance  for  a  short  tine.  OtTon  intwrimlly,  in  a 
concentrated  fbrm,  in  large  quantities,  it  might  unqueationably  devel- 
epe  serious  symptoms. 

Having  become  convinced  of  the  haimlessoess  of  thu  medimne  by 
experiments  upon  myself,  I  have  not  besitated  to  administer  it  freely 
to  others.    It  ia  a  remarkable  fact  that,  though  in  drachm  4<Ue>>  it 
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has  fVequentj;  relieved  me  of  aiak-beadaohe,  and  has  sever  failed  to 
overcome  tke  iasonuiia  induced  b;  coffee,  exoesaive  mentel  labor,  ans- 
ietf,  etc.,  it  has  often  failed  to  produce  aa;  appreciable  effect  upon 
me  when  in  health,  although  taken  in  large  and  repeated  doses.  On 
one  occasion  I  took  iu  the  mormog,  on  an  empty  stomach,  three  drachm 
doses,  at  inteirals  of  an  hoar,  and  during  the  day  swallowed  four  sim- 
ilar doaea,  without  experiencing  vertigo,  drowsineae,  or  an;  unusual 
seoBatioa  rave  a  fullness  of  the  head,  and.  a  .teAdeoc;  to  ^tare  at  objects, 
which  may  or  may  not  have  been  ine  (o  the  drug,  Again,  daring  a 
forenoon,  I  took  six  dmchma  in  divided  ioata,  at  intervals  of  less 
than  an  hour,  frithout  any  sensible  affect.  And  on  another  occasion 
I  swallowed  one  hundred  and  Iwanby  graias  at  a  dose,  with  the  same 
result.  I  oonolnde,  tharefoie,  tdiat  when  this  medicine  does  no  good, 
it  is  not  productive  of  any  mischief.  S»i  it  is  proper  to  add,  that  I 
have  had  fenu^e  patients  ooca^looally  who  charged  it  with  exciting 
headache;  and  one  lady  who  eaid  it  even  produced  in  hai  troublesome 
nervous  twitchinga.  Ihoy  were  probably  Imaginary;  for  a  young 
lady,  who  was  suffering  intense  pain  in  the  baqk  and  hipf  from  dysmen- 
orrhea, took,  in  the  course  of  a  single  i^ght,  an  ouncf^  of  the  bromide, 
in  dosee  of  a  drachm  every  hour,  4ot  only  without  ihe  effect  of  in- 
ducing any  nervoua  aymptoEts,  Qr  sleep,  or  drowsisesa,  but  without 
allaying  the  ^ aio.  In  this  case,  the  remedy  proved  tittalty  ineffectual 
for  good  or  evil.  Another  lady  sometimes  taljnes  as  |ouch  aa  four  or 
six  drachms,  aod  oceasLonally  even  more,  for  sick -headache,  during 
the  day,  and  while  relief  is  generally  ohtaiAed,  wipleaeant  symptomi 
never  follow  this  large  nedioadon.  This  lady  b^ya  the  bromide  by 
the  pound,  and  for  the  most  part  takes  it  by  guos^,  aa  sho  does  the 
carbonate  ot  soda.  In  several  cases  I  have  given  drachm  doses  three 
times  daily  for  three  weeks  in  succession,  without  any  tt^ujal  effects,. 
But  iu  others  I  have  found  vertigo,  staggering,  and  an  ^controllable 
propensity  to  sleep  brought  on  by  forty  grain  doses  repeated  three 
times  a  day. 

The  following  brief  notice  of  some  of  the  cases  o^  diaeaae  In  which 
I  have  employed  this  remedy  will  illustrate  my  experience  of  its  capa- 
bilittea : 

A  woman,  with  severe  locomotor  ataxia  of  six  weeks'  duration,  ao- 
companied  by  great  pain  In  the  head  qnd  lower  lintbBt  insomnia,,  and 
excessive  nervousneas,  took  a  acrupje  of  bromide  of  jiotassium  three 
times  a  day,  for  a  Leigth  of  time,  and  then  thirty, ,  forty  and  sixty 
grains,  three  times  daily.    8ho  got,  also,  the  citrate  of  iron  and  atrych- 
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nu,  and  such  other  mediciuei  is  tbe  lymptoms  s«em^  to  demand. 
The  imprOTement  in  her  condition  wu  marked.  She  had  been  unable 
to  walk — nnder  the  nae  of  the  remedies  she  was  able  to  resume  her 
domestic  dntJea,  to  which  she  had  not  attended  for  a  month  before  she 
entered  the  hospital.  Her  improrement,  to  my  mind,  was  clearlj  at- 
tribuable  to  the  nse  of  the  bromide. 

An  aphaaiae  took  twentj  grains,  then  thirty,  then  forty  grsinB, 
thrioe  daily,  for  six  weeks,  with  decided  improvement  in  the  power  of 
speech,  and  with  the  removal  of  an  intense  hemicranise  attendant  npon 
the  disease.  At  one  period  of  the  treatment  this  patient  took  a  drachm 
of  the  medicine  three  times  a  day;  bat  the  dose  wu  diminished  after 
a  few  days,  because  he  declared  that  it  made  him  sleep  all  the  time. 

A  delicate  yonng  printer,  who  had  suffered  in  childhood  f^om  epi- 
leptic conmlsioai,  eame  ander  my  charge,  complaining  of  terrible 
headache,  which  Tecorred  with  marked  regularity  on  Tuesday  or  Fri- 
day, each  week,  and  sometimes  on  both  days  in  the  same  week.  They 
were  usually  preceded  by  loss  of  appetite,  swimming  in  the  head,  chilli- 
ness, nnmbnesa  of  extremities,  and  sometimes  by  faintness.  The  at- 
tacks generally  passed  off  witii  sercre  billions  Tomitiog,  and  left  him 
much  exhausted.  Their  duration  was  two  days  or  more.  Though 
many  excellent  physicians  had  prescribed  for  him,  none  had  done  him 
any  good.  As  he  had  used  anti-period ios  faithfully,  I  ordered  him 
scruple  doses  of  the  bromide  before  each  meal,  and  sixty-grain  doses 
hourly  when  the  paroxysms  were  preseut.  He  derived  benefit  at  once 
firom  the  remedy.  In  a  short  time  bis  attacks  became  less  frequent, 
and  in  two  months  he  was  apparently  relieved.  This  patient  got,  with 
the  bromide,  ferruginous  and  other  tonics.  The  bromide  in  drachm 
doses  made  him  so  drowsy  that  he  was  unfitted  by  it  for  bnsiness 
while  on  its  nse. 

In  epilepsy  and  epileptiform  tronblei,  bromide  of  potassinm  has  ex* 
erted  the  happiest  influenoe  npon  all  the  oases  that  have  oome  uader 
my  observation. 

In  what  are  popularly  known  as  aiok-headaohes,  the  medicine  has 
proved  in  my  hands  a  sovereign  remedy.  I  should  hardly  state  the 
case  too  strongly  if  I  said  that  I  had  found  it  aJmoet  infallible.  A 
medical  gentieman,  aged  sixty -seven  years,  had  suflfered  nearly  all  his 
nfb  with  Biok>headache,  having  attacks  generally  once  a  week  or 
oftcner.  Indisoretions  in  diet,  mental  or  phyucal  fatigne,  loss  of 
sleep,  etc.,  were  pretty  sure  to  bring  one  on,  and  frequently  they  eame 
on  without  any  asugnable  cause.     In  his  case,  after  half  a  eentury  of 
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flnSeriog,  be  hm  fmud  the  bromide  a  onra,  and  noir  no  longer  dreads 
hie  old  tormentor.  He  keeps  a  sapply  of  the  dmg  od  his  mantel- 
piece, and  on  the  apptoaeh  of  headache,  which  is  now  comparativel; 
rare,  takes  fVon  ferl^  to  sixty  grains,  knd  generally  is  relieved  by  a 
ungle  dose.  This  ease  is  one  of  many  of  Ae  same  intractable  affae- 
tioD  in  which  I  have  presoribed  the  bromide  saooeasfdlly.  Id  the 
headachea,  and  the  nerronaness  following  a  debauch,  it  acta  like  magic; 
and  no  medioine  is  so  effieaoions  in  Eecnring  rest  and  sleep  in  delirium 
<rem«M,  aooording  to  my  experteww.  In  hysteria  and  hypooondria,  H 
does  good,  and  its  effeeta  are  most  happy  in  the  insomnia  of  in&nte 
and  old  people,  as  also  in  that  oonditioa  arising  bom  the  pmritna  of 
lichen,  Siom  excesaive  mental  exertion,  anxiety  of  mind,  the  nerroaB- 
ness  following  frights,  £c.  A  female  patient  in  the  early  stages  of 
pregnancy,  was  terribly  frightened.  She  was  rendered  painfallj  timid 
and  uerrons  by  day,  and  was  kept  awake  at  night.  She  took,  for  a 
fortnight,  a  drachm  of  the  bromide  at  night,  and  ia  relieved. 

Two  cases  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  in  my  praetiee  hare  appa^ 
rently  been  onred  by  the  bromide  of  potassinra.  One  was  a  child, 
aged  three  4«ekB.  It  took  four  grains  at  intervals  of  two  boars  when 
able  to  swallow,  whiah,  owing  to  the  frequency  ef  the  convulsions,  was 
net  always  the  ease.  The  second  was  six  months  old.  It  took  eight 
grains,  at  intervals  of  three  hours.  Both  patients  continued  to  get 
the  medicine  in  those  doses  at  these  intervals  for  several  days;  and 
after  that  the  dosee  were  given  three  times  daily  for  a  week.  A 
brother  of  the  second  ohtid  died  of  the  same  affection,  abont  the  same 
age,  a  few  years  nnce,  under  my  ears,  and  aeveral  male  children  in  the 
family  have  been  carried  off  by  it. 

In  drunkards  I  think  I  have  seen  the  bromide  of  potassinm  dimin- 
ish the  craving  for  spirits,  and  even  for  a  time  destroy  the  propenuty 
to  drink.  In  pure  eases  of  neuralgia,  not  dependent  upon  syphilis, 
malaria,  or  inflammatory  trouble,  I  have  found  it  to  act  admirably; 
but  in  the  delirium  of  typhoid  fever,  in  the  pains  of  sypbilia,  of  variola, 
and  of  erythema  nodosum,  immense  and  oontisued  doses  of  it  have  af- 
forded no  results.  I  have  also  found  it  impotent  in  preventing  ohoF- 
dee,  and  destitute  of  all  anaphrodisiac  power.  I  have  never  seen  it 
do  good  in  lumbago,  or  dysmenorrh<ea,  and  in  malarial  and  inflamma- 
tory affections,  it  seems  to  me  to  he  wholly  without  remedial  efioaoy. 

The  drowsiuOM,  eonfnaion  of  Aougfat,  and  nDsleadneas  of  gait, 
which  sometimes  follow  the  nee  of  laree  doses  of  this  medicine,  soon 
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pass  off.     The  diMibna  whioh  now  tnd  tlieti  ftttenda  it  is  not  trtmble- 
some. 

My  practice  U  to  adnuuBber  toa^iulU,  for  headache,  wakeinliMM, 
and,  in  truth,  in  tYotf  case  ,w|iare  a  pronpt  tffeoi  ii  desired,  draoha 
doBM  of  the  bromide,  in  *  tviubler,  or  not  lau  tb«a  half  a  tumbler  of 
cold  water,  houil;,  tUI  Ae  wifbed  for  cJTeot  ii  ai.taibcd.  Where  th« 
medicine  ia  to  ba  c<mtinBed  for  len^h  of  time,  amaller  doeea  are  bet- 
ter, at  least  to  begin  Tith-  To  quiet  infanta,  or  to  inaJu  tbam  alee^ 
three,  five,  or  even  saves  grains  may  ba  gifon  with  aahtf. 


RETENTION  OF  BLIGHTED  OVA    IN   UTERO  —  SECOND 
PAPER. ■ 

B7  DB.  W.  BOWS,  OJJTEUtO^  INIk. 

The  July  uumber,  ourient  volone,  of  the  Wimem  Jbumai  of  Medi- 
cine, contains  a  paper  writloa  by  ne  in  relatioa  to  the  letetition  in 
atero  of  blighted  on.  Sisoe  ita  publioatibn,  some  additional  &ets 
in  reference  to  the  Baste  snbj«ot,  hare  come  to  my  knowledge,  whioh 
farther  confirm  the  pioposi^ni  there  Btated,raDd  which  may  beef 
interest  to  others. 

Dr.  J.  J.  Watts,  petsonally  a  itraBgw  to  me,  bwt,  aa  I  learn,  a  vet' 
eran  of  nearly  thirty  yean  in  the  profeasioa,  and  a  graduate  of  An 
Loniaville  University  of  Uedieine,  in  iU  eafly  days,  hasvery  kindlf 
oommnnioated  to  me  the  report  of  two  eaaes,  aa  feUows: 

'■  FATtmr,  MiMOtmi,  Adsobt  6,  1869. 

"W.  HOBBB,  U'.  D,,  Cartht^e,  Ind.— Dear  Sr.-  In  the  Julf  aumber  oT  Qtt 
WtftemJoatndto/  MedMnt  I  hsvvjnst  rc&d  &  Ter;  intereiflng  p^wr  bj- jon,  upon 
tbe  "Protracttd  RUenttou  of  Bllgfaud  Ova." 

"  Toot  cum  wu  parUcalarij  intfTMtiiig  W  ne,  bMtmat  ninji  jtm  vace  a 
vvj  ■imilu'  ODD  in  many  respects  oocoirad  in  my  practicf,  &«4  U  a  n^oct  of  i\ 
vbicb  wu  naver  pubiiatied,  nay  b»  of  some  loterest  to  fou,  I  will  now  proceed 
to  give  it  from  notes  taken  at  the  time. 

"  lliB.  B ,  aged  abont  twenty-seTcn  yean,  five  or  six  of  wbicb  she  had  beta 

married,  but  never  pregnant,  bad  an  attack  of  temltt«nt  ftTcr  In  tbe  earlj  part  of 
Octoker,  1M4,  DbTiag  bw  eonvmlesoeaee,  nbont  tbe  90Ur  of  that  month,  the  men- 
Btrnatel,  to  whkh  HcLmy  atteoliDn  wnacallBd  at  tbe  tlma. 

"About  Sre  weeks Aft«t ward Jiar.buaband  cctfi milled  m^  in raftrene*  to  tbe CAae, 
stating  that  her  menstrua]  period  bad  passed  without  mf  ftow,  and  that  sbe  was 
laffeiiDg  considerabl;  from  nausea  and  other  unpleasant  sjrmptoms.     I  told  htm 
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ttut  the  had  probably  c(mcel*ftd,  and  declined  to  preRiibe  an;  medicine  for  her, 
as  tlw  mdiEatloDi  were  not  dlMfnct. 

"About  thB  middle  of  the  following  Hsreh — Bra  montfai  afterward— in  the 
iDteireBing;  tiine  not  bftrtog  beiud  IVom  her,  her  htlaband,  much  pleased  with  the 
proapect  of  a  family,  told  me  that  my  wnjectDres  fn  referance  to  hla  wlft's  caw 
kad  prored  comet,  as  aha  bad  qsitAened,  and  eotfid  then  nrj  pereepllblf  feel  the 
foital  motlonl. 

"  From  this  time  the  pregnane;  progresied  with  do  unn»nal  cbaracters,  nntil 
■bintt  tbe  litof  Aoguat  ensuing,  fUTlntnBmonthBorallttlemonftom  the  date  when 
it  was  expected  die  ooacepUoQ  ectiurred.  The  patient  assnred  me  that  the  more- 
menla  of  the  child  were  lining  ap  to  All  period,  when  tbej  ceued,  and  were 
nerer  aflerwand  ttll,  Then  WM  a  copkm*  •ecreUon  of  milk  which  eontinned  eer- 
cnd  weeka. 

"  After  thii  the  beattfi  of  the  patient  remained  remartcabl}'  good,  and  she  at- 
tended regotarij  to  her  domestic  dutlea  until  aboat  the  ISth  of  Februar;  follow- 
ing— Bii  monthi  and  a  half  from  the  dale  when  the  ftetel  morements  were  lait 
Alt,  and  ftom  the  time  of  her  eipected  oonflnenent— elxteen  months  fhim  the  sop- 
pMed  dato  of  the  trnpregnation— I  was  wnl  fiir  to  tee  her,  as  the  long-expected  la- 
bor had  begun,  i  Mt  greatl]'  rtfliered  upon  an  exattdnatlon,  when  I  ascertained 
that  it  was  reallj  a  case  Of  uterine  pregnuiC7 1  for  having  never  been  permitted 
to  lue  the  vaglaaJ  tooch  until  that  tlme^  T  waa  feaffbl  K  might  be  eztro-uterine. 
The  labor-pains  ocntlnued  fceble  and  at  long  Intervals  for  several  dajrs,  producing 
bnt  little  eGTect  Five  days  after  tbey  began,  the  ce  utetl,  although  soft,  waa  not 
dilated  larget  than  a  silver  dollar.  She  was  so  much  exhausted  b;  the  loss  of  sleep, 
Ac.,  that  1  dete^inad  to  deliver  her  artlflciallf-— had  tried  ueet,  and  its  ootr  ef- 
feet  WBB  to  put  her  to  sleep. 

"  1  decided  to  perform  craniotomy,  u  the  child  wat  certalnl j  dead.  Upon  rup- 
turing the  membranes,  the  usual  quantit;  of  llguor  amoii  was  diacliarged,  of  father 
a  dark  color,  bnt  entirely  free  of  potreftetlve  odor. 

"  The  child  wat  delivered  without  difficulty,  with  (ke  crotchet,  and  measured 
twenty-two  indKs  in  lengtb,  hot  appeared  emaetaled.  The  placenta  had  rather  a 
KOTthtd  appearaDo^and  wai  much  amailar  thaa  amal  at  ftall  terto.  The  ehlld^ 
■kin  was  much  darkqr.tban  natnrd  and  rather  tandee.  No  fetid  smell  wat  percep- 
tible during  tiie  delivery,  dot  was  there  any  hemorfhsge, 

**  The  patient  made  as  good  recovery  as  is  usual  after  first  latiorg,  and  hw  since 
enjoyed  tolerable  health,  bnt  has  not  conceived  again. 

"Whilst  upon  the  subject  of  "blighted  ova,"  I  will  give  yona  few  points  la  the 
history  of  another  case  which  occurred  in  my  practice  somatweaty  yean  ago. 

"  lira.  H r*  '*J  d'liwte  l"*7.  'f**,  married  when  alxiut  fbrty-five  years 

old.  She  became  pregnant  soon  aiterward,  and  hei  geattlien  proceeded  without 
nnnanat  symptoms  until  almost  the  sixth  month,  when  she  ceased  to  feet  the  move- 
ments of  the  tetos  and  began  to  be  troubled  with  nansea,  which  increased  to  socb 
an  extent  that  a  teaipoonftii  of  the  blandest  flnid  waa  ^ected  almost  immediately 
after  being  swallowed.  This  stite  of  thiogs  coBttnued  dont  six  weeks,  notwith- 
standing the  me  of  the^xal  means  of  hdp  whieb  couid  apply.     By  this  time  she 
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■ott,  immeJiatt  daliTN^,  If  poHiblB,  wh  dwddad  npon.  H«r  ■Tapteml  at  tUi  fUt 
««r«  M  urgent  tlut  eonntel  Memtd  out  of  the  quMtlaii,  than  being  no  pbTtidaa 
of  cxperieDM  wltbin  twcntj-ftve  milM  of  ma. 

"  I  proceeded  »t  once  to  rnptnie  the  membmiei,  ud  tried  utifleUl  iiritaiiM 
•nd  ergot  U>  Induce  p«ini,  but  wltbont  effect.  After  waitisg  en  hour  or  two,  lb* 
M  ntwl  being  lolt  nad  dU«t»ble,  I  deteratlMd  to  (Mirer  without  paini.  Foit^ 
netel J  for  me  and  the  woman,  u  I  then  thought,  the  fbct  preacntcd,  both  of  wUdi 
being  tttHj  Mcured,  no  difficult/  wae  experienced  in  tlie  ddirer;  until  it  cune  lo 
the  bead.  At  tbli  Juncture  tbere  waa  entire  arieet,  aa  the  akin  we*  ao  tender  thtf 
tBf  contiderable  traction  wai  attended  with  tearing,  aod  the  ilna  of  the  nadv 
Jaw  *o  imperfectly  OMi&ed  that  no  traction  eoold  be  applied  lo  iL 

"  Decapitation  wai  then  performed,  and  by  die  nae  of  a  pair  of  Uont  admin* 
the  acalp  was  remoTed.  The  bone*  of  the  craniam  were  extracted  separately  by  a 
pair  of  ttraight  tooth  forcepa,  the  only  inatrunieitt  at  my  oommand  on  that  ocea- 
■ion  except  the  fciMorij  which  I  fonnd  at  the  Itouae. 

"Tbete  was  no  benorrfaase.  The  totusand  piaeetitapr««»Bt«daboBtUieM«e 
appearaocaa  at  in  the  firit  oaae  w)tich  I  gave  yov.  Than  wm  oot  an  expaldre 
pain  from  the  beginning  to  tlu  end  of  tlie  deliTery.  ^le  lady  reeorerad  r^Mlf 
without  any  unpleaaant  ,iymptOB«  of  any  Itindi  but  ha*  had  bo  tabeequeat  oea- 
ception. 

" Theee  caiM  occurred  long  ago;  tiut  tbej  were  ef  ancb  extnordlnary  charao- 
tet  as  to  bo  fix  tbemMlvae  in  my  mind  that  from  mj  noteij  takes  at  the  tima,  I  mm 
ftble  lo  give  the  above  aooonnt  of  them,  upon  which  yon  may  rely  in  all  particn- 
lan.  Yonn  traly,  J.  J.  Wi.tm." 

With  the  Kbove  eues,  aommonicated  by  Dr.  Watts,  I  desire  to  pie- 
oent  aaother  of  my  own,  whicli  bas  fallen  under  my  obaerratioD  since 
the  pnblioatioa  of  my  former  paper. 

About  the  middle  of  last  Jane  Mr.  L  —  -  consulted  me  in  relatioi 
to  his  wife,  informing  nte  that  she  was  about  aix  and  a  half  monUts 
"gOQO" — that  the  motjons  of  the  child  had  been  more  aetire  than  ever 
before,  (fourth  pregtianey),  until  a  fbw  days  before,  when,  after  a  day's 
house-cleaning,  they  had  suddenly  ceased,  and  had  not  since  been  felt. 
At  that  time  her  breasts  irere  tense  and  had  some  milk  in  them,  and 
her  health  wia  nnintermptedly  Tigorous.  He  desired  to  know  what 
oonelttsions  these  facts  suggested,  and  whether  they  threatened  dangw 
to  mo^er  or  ahild. 

Prom  that  date  ontil  the  Sd  of  August  the  sane  story  was  oftea 
repeated  to  me — the  breasts  now  subsiding  and  regaining  their  rii^in 
color  and  appearance — &o  abdomen  no  longer  increased  in  siae,  but 
about  stationary — the  child  hnug  like  a  dead  weight  in  the  nteru, 
and  made  no  motion  except  a  passive  slide  fnm  ude  to  side  as  she 
changed  her  poution  in  bed — her  health  Tigorotts  as  it  erer  is. 

On  the  morning  of  the  8d  of  AugoBt  I  wu  e|dled  to  ^|f  ^  Jf^ . 
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and  found  lier  in  labor.  By  the  toaeh  I  disoorqred  the  T«rt«x  pre- 
senting— a  few  hours  afterward,  when  the  cm  wae  well  ditsted,  I  rap- 
tnred  the  membranei,  which  discharged  ahout  the  asnal^qvantity  of 
fluid,  with  normal  characten  so  far  as  I  oonld  determine.  Soon  after- 
ward the  whole  foBtal  maaa  waa  expelled  at  a  single  effort,  making  the 
delivery  complete.  Each  of  her  former  l«bora  was  tediQus — this  oooa- 
pied  but  about  eight  hours.  On  the  former  oooasions  she  had  suffered 
terribly  from  post  partem  hemorrhage,  which  waa  followed  by  excra- 
oiating  after-pains.  This  time  the  only  blood  staina  were  fVom  old 
dead  blood — even  the  lochia  was  of  anoh,  and  the  expulslTC  effort 
which  delivered  the  ovnm  was  the  last  "misery"  whioh  she  had. 

The  child  by  its  growth  showed  that  it  had  attained  about  six  and 
a  half  months,  the  time  assigned  it  The  Beak  waa  firm  as  though  it 
had  been  compressed,  the  skin  dosky-brown  and  so  tender  that  by  a 
little  force  the  cuticle  wonld  slip— the  chord  about  the  sin  of  a  crow's 
quill,  the  nteiior  showing  no  signs  of  Teasels— 4he  plaeenta  small, 
oompreased,  and  looked  as  Aough  it  had  btea  about  half  dried  and 
then  smoked.    The  membranes  were  nearly  naAuial  in  appearance. 

The  ovnm  presented  no  signs  of  putre&ction  except  the  tenderness 
of  the  skin — it  had  [no  fistid  odor — the  only  o4pr  which  gave  any 
aigns  of  pettefaction  was  from  the  dead  blood  discharged  from  the  uterus 
before,  at  and  afWr  the  delirery.  Mrs.  L coi|Talesced  very  satis- 
factorily. , 

It  will  be  ohserred  Aat  the  s^s  of  the  death  ,of  At  «liitd  in  this 
case  occurred  at  the  middle  of  the  seventh  montli  of  gestation,  and 
that  it  was  bom  abont  the  first  of  the  ninth  month— six  weeks  after 
the  death. 

Let  us  now  recapitulate  the  four  cases  reported—two  by  Dr.  Watts 
and  two  by  me : 

Period  of  gestaUon  at  whioh  deatb  of  the  ftotus  oeeurted — one  at 
nine  months,  retained  six  and  a  half  months — one  at  six  months,  re- 
tained twelve  months — one  at  six  and  a  half  months,  retained  six 
weeks — and  one  at  ux  months,  retained  six  weeks. 

Is  these  cases  the  mothers  suffered  no  inturruption  of  good  healA 
by  the  dead  child — in  the  fourth  foroibla  deKrWy  waa  neoeseary  to 
save  the  mother's  life. 

In  three  eases  there  was  no  stain  of  ttmb  blood  at  the  birth.  The 
report  of  the  fburth  does  not  mention  the  fiwta  in  this  reapeot. 

The'eouTaleeoence  of  the  motheie  waa  amunally  quiok  and  ea^ 
in  three  eases,  and  in  the  fourth  about  as  omnno*. 
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The  oTum  was  perfectly  preserved  from  putrefaction  in  all  except 
that  in  the  two  discharged  at  six  weeks,  the  skin  was  more  tender  than 
in  life.  The  general  appearance  was  the  same  in  all — the  memhrane 
entire — amniotic  liquor  pure  and  eufficient  in  qaantity — the  placenta 
and  fistns  condensed,  presenting  the'  appearance  of  having  1>een  dried 
and  smoked — mummified.  These  changes  the  greater  in  those  longest 
ret&ined.  Dr.  Watts  reports  that  both  of  his  patients  were  afterwards 
eterile — my  first  one  was  so — the  last  is  too  recent  to  ftirni&h  bd;  evi- 
dence in  this  respect. 

Other  interesting  reflections  relative  to  (h\a  interesting  snbject  oc- 
cur to  me,  hot  t  can  not  express  them  now. 


COMPOCSD  FBAeTmiB  OF  THE  INTERIOR  POOKTH  AND 
CONDYLES  OF  THE  FEMUR,  WITH  DISLOCATION  OF 
THE  PATBLLA  TTPOW  ITS  EDOB,  BETWEEN  THE  CON- 
DYLBSv  ^ 

BTA- J.  laWIN,  ¥.  D-,  P<»T  WATM,  IND. 

About  sunset,  on  the  Slst  day  of  October,  1868,  John  Wycol^ 
Briq.,  a^d  SbtVj  yeati,  while  asaistiBg  at  the  nistng  at  a  grua-hovae, 
waa  stniek  bj  a  falling  timber. 

The  frame  had  been  rtdaed  in  saotioBS,  each  of  which  consisted  of 
three  posts,  and  a  plate — posts  six  by  six  inches  and  ten  feet;  plates 
rix  by  sight  iasheaiBiiA  axteen  feet.  The  laAt  section  wm  fsrcod  up 
rapidly  and  fell  inwardly,  while  Mr.  W.  waa  in  the  aot  of  orosring  a 
■ill  direotly  under  DtBS  of  its  outer  posta. 

The  stroka  vas.rewiTed  an  inefa  below  the  great  troe^nter,  and 
■wept  down  thb  lateral  ^oatorior  surfltce  of  the  thigh,  within  thn* 
inches  of  its  outer  cAad^Iei^idule  the  latentl  anterior  aurSaoe  of  Hm 
inner  condytv  wita  Axed  upou  the  mtorgin  of  tJbe  sill. 

I  visited  kba  petaeirt  about  three  hours  afUr  the  aooidaat.  Fovad 
him  mnch  depressed.     Diagnosed  the  following  rue  fonu  of  fraoture: 

Four  in<^ee  Kb6T»  the  knee  a  doubie  oblique  ftuetue  of  tlM  shaft, 
with  division  of  tbe'  eondyles  into  the  aitioalation,  and'  dislooatioa  of 
tbe  patella  upon  ita  edge  between' Asm,  in  -wbioh  position  the  latter 
was  so  deeply  impaoted  at  to  be  quite  obaeared, 
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As  uotioB  piodaoed  insufferable  pain,  I  a^iusted  tbe  lint  aB  com- 
fortably SB  possible;  prescribed  opiates  and  oold-water  dressings. 

JVoeember  1 — Ansesthetized  the  patient;  proceeded  to  elerate  the 
patella,  whidi  was  difficult  to  accomplish,  as  anticipated.  Having 
made  extcaaion  to  release  the  sections  from  the  soft  parts.  The  leg 
waa  raised  about  tweotj  degrees  above  the  plans  of  the  thigh,  thot- 
oaghly  relaxing  the  tjuadriceps,  in  which  position  it  was  held  by  an 
asBiatant.  The  wedge-like  extremity  of  the  superior  fragment  was 
then  pressed  uf  between  the  oondjles,  the  inner  oondyla  depressed, 
and  lateral  motion  made  upon  the  patella,  which  complated  its  reduc- 
tion. 

The  partially  dielocat«d  condyles  were  adjusted. 

Tho  limb  was  bandaged  while  well  extended,  and  immediately 
placed  upon  a  "  do  able -inclined- plane  splint,"  from  the  superior  plana 
«f  which  a  oroBoeot  had  been  excised.  This  apparatus  was  made  espe- 
cially necessary  by  the  necessity  of  local  treatment  to  the  contused 
lateral  posterior  snrfaoe  of  the  thigh ;  short  splints  were  applied  to 
preTcnt  separation  of  the  condyles.  A  weight  was  suspended  to  the 
limb  to  attUt  in  preserriug  extensioQ. 

Cold-water  dressings  and  full  doses  of  morphia  prescribed. 

November  B — Fever;  parts  much  swollen.  Prescribed  Dover  pow- 
der; leeches  to  knee;  cold-water  applications  continued. 

November  3 — Fever  abating;  more  leeches  to  kueo.  Treatment 
continued. 

November  4 — I^ess  fever;  slough  forming  over  the  contused  sur- 
&ce  six  by  twelve  inches. 

November  5 — Free  of  fever;  swelling  abating.  Prescribed  car-  . 
bolio  aoid  in  linseed  oil,  one  drachm  to  eight  ounces,  to  be  applied  to 
sloughing  surface;  sulphate  of  quinine  9  i.;  aromatic  sulphuric  aoid,  Jss., 
in  Jviii  biaody;  a  teaspooufnl  to  bo  taken  every  hour.  Restoratives 
being  demanded,  opium  at  night  to  procure  rest  and  allay  spasm  of 
limb.  This  treatment  was  continued  until  November  10th,  at  which 
time  the  slough  separated  to  the  depth  of  the  integument  only,  expo- 
sing partially  oocluded  puncture,  made  by  point  of  external  condyle; 
general  condition  improved.  Treatment  continued,  omitting  brandy. 
Synovitis  subsiding. 

November  SBO — Slough  entirely  detached;  denuded  surface  doing 
well;  dressing  prescribed  in  half  the  former  strength.  Other  treat- 
ment suBpeuded.     Extension  preserved  with  great  difficulty — the  pa- 
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tient  bfiiDg  of  BD  irrascibic  temperameDt,  frequently  pertuaded  bis  wifo 
to  ifiterrupt  the  tensioa,  DotirithstaDdiDg  posi^Te  otden  to  the  con- 
trary. 

November  S6 — Was  unduly  SDzioas  concetning  form  matters;  de- 
manded his  vife  to  loose  his  limb  from  the  splint — which  she  did — 
changed  position  frequently,  resulting  in  the  niptore  of  adhesion,  and 
displacement  at  the  point  of  fhietme  in  the  shaft.  Tbeeondyles  being 
firmly  united — found  the  thigh  shortened  two  inches;  inferior  frag- 
ment riding  the  superior;  leg  inrerted,  swollen  and  painful.  Patient 
almost  exhausted.  Re-adjusted  the  limb,  seonrcd  it  firmly;  renewed 
cold  water  dressing.  Prescribed  Dover  powder. 
'    Deeemher  1 — Pain  and  swelling  abated. 

December  10 — Health  improved.  D«>uded  surface  mostly  healed; 
bones  united. 

December  15 — Union  strong ;  splints  removed ;  pillow  placed  un- 
der the  knee ;  a  light«r  weight  suspended  to  the  foot. 

December  SO — Patient  was  taken  home — a  distanoe  of  four  miles, 
after  which  I  did  not  visit  him.  He  was  obliged  to  remain  in  bed  roost 
of  the  time  for  two  months,  later  on  account  of  bypereemia  and  pain 
of  foot  and  ankle  when  depended. 

April  1 — Mr.  W.  called  at  my  office.  I  examined  the  thigh ;  found 
it  one  and  a  fourth  inches  shortened,  otherwise  in  good  state.  Patella 
adhering  somewhat  to  the  condyles;  leg  could  be  flexed  about  twenty 
iegteps;  use  of  joint  improving,  though  still  qait«  stiff.  Shortly  af- 
terward be  moved  westward.  The  bad  condition  of  the  patient,  in 
consequence  of  intemperate  habits ;  the  frequent  interruption  of  exten- 
■  sion,  and  finally,  the  displacement,  doubtless  delayed  recuperation,  and 
assisted  in  shortening  the  limb. 

His  atonic  habit  accounted  for  the  early  subsidence  of  acute  in- 
flammatory action,  and  continuance  of  an  asthenic  febricula  and  ma- 
laise. The  synovitis  abated  without  disorganization;  the  adhesions 
resulting  were  principally  between  the  patella  and  condyles,  ancbyloais 
of  which  was  prevented  by  passive  motion  of  the  patella.  Motion  of 
the  joint  was  necessarily  delayed  until  the  bones  had  united.  Leeohee 
and  cold  water  were  exclusively  the  topical  treatment  of  the  synovitis. 

}  bave  nnderstood  recently  that  he  has  fair  use  of  the  knee. 
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CRITICISM  OF  THE  ACTION  OP  AMERICAN  MEDICAL  AS- 
SOCIATION A3  TO  SPECIALISTS. 

BT  DB.  JAUE8  THOMPSON,  OF  HASRISON,  O. 

Some  time  has  elapsed  eince  the  last  meeting  of  the  American  Med- 
ical Association,  and  I  have  waited  in  vain,  expecting  to  lead  some 
oommentB  or  oriticlsms  in  regard  to  the  measures  adopted  and  laws 
enacted  bj  the  same. 

Shortly  after  the  meeting  of  the  ahove  Assooiation  in  1868,  not  a 
few  were  the  comments  and  striotureB  which  appeared  in  the  varions 
medical  journals  of  the  land  concerning  the  proceedings  of  said  Asso- 
oiation. Most  of  the  writers  then  contended  that  the  valuable  time 
of  a  learned,  liberal  and  dignified  Association  should  not  be  spent  in 
conviviality,  but  that  it  should  have  been  spent  in  the  discussion  and 
elucidation  of  occult  subjects.  But  now,  after  said  Association  has 
discussed  subjects  and  enacted  laws  which  are  calculated  to  affect  the 
well  being  of  thousands  now  in  and  yet  to  enter  the  profession,  not 
one  word  of  comment  or  criticism  do  we  hear. 

We  find,  on  perusing  the  August  number  of  your  journal,  that 
on  the  first  day  of  the  meeting  I>r.  B.  L.  Howard,  chaitman  of  the 
"Committee  on  Specialties  in  Medicine,  and  the  Propriety  of  Special- 
ists Advertising,"  reported,  and  made  the  special  order  for  Wednesr 
day,  at  twelve  M.  Accordingly  on  Wedensday,  Dr.  L.  P.  Yandell,  Jr., 
of  Kentucky,  introduced  the  following  resolution: 

"JUmlvtd,  Tbftt  private  haDdbilla  oddresHd  to  membeia  at  the  medictil  pro- 
f^ion,  or  adTertisemeDts  in  Dewipapers,  calling  the  attention  of  pn>re«uonat 
brethren  to  themselvea  as  ipecialiita,  be  declared  in  violation  of  article  — ,  of  sec- 
tion —  of  the  Code  of  Ethica  of  the  American  Medical  Aisocialion." 

Dr.  N.  S.  Davis  of  Chicago,  said: 

"It  had  been  the  practice  to  pablisb  caidj  in  medical  journals  for  the  purpose 
of  iefomiiag  the  medical  frateniitj  that  the  odrertiser  devotes  himself  to  special 
diseaaea.  These  cards  were  not  so  moch  for  the  information  of  the  pnbiic  ai  for 
the  medical  fraternity.  He  hoped  that  now  tbe  qcestloD  was  up,  it  woold  be  dis- 
cussed fully." 

Dr.  L.  P.  Yandell,  Jr.,  of  Kentucky: 

"  We  have  allowed  phyaicians  lo  violate  the  code  of  ethics  bj  advertising  in 
the  medical  journals  that  they  are  spedalists  in  the  treatment  of  certain  diseases. 
In  Europe  they  are  stricter  in  regard  to  specialists  than  here.  There,  where  a  phy- 
sician wins  a  reputation  in  the  treatment  of  certain  diseases,  hit  professional  breth- 
ren send  cases  to  him  for  treatmenl;  but  sdvertiaement  it  prohibited.  If  we  are 
allon-ed  to  retort  lo  advertiEement,  not  as  a  qoeation  of  merit,  bat  of  money,  tfae 
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AMOcUdoD  ihould  M  d«cUr«.  I  ua  Bare  t  am  rifht  In  this  principle,  tnd  wut 
aa  expMMion  ftom  (hU  AiwdatloiL" 

Dr.  Sayre,  of  New  York: 

"Let  those  wbo  onderetuid  the  best  mode  af  treatment  in  apecinl  d!«easM,  in< 
ttnict  thett  profewional  tnvthren  through  the  proper  channels,  as  the  honorable 
waj  or  prefttment,  not  bj  advertising  as  a  matter  of  dollan  and  centg.  Let  as 
look  the  matter  iqiiare  in  the  fikce  and  lostun  the  rtaolntion  of  Dr.  YandelL  Hmj 
m;  hand  be  paralj'Md  if  I  make  an;  attempt  to  profit  bj  adrertlaiDg  knowledge  I 
haTe  gained  in  m;  proti»aioii." 

"  Dr.  Utmey,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  or  in  medical  jonrnala." 

Said  amendmeot  was  aooepted. 

Dr.  Tftudflll: 

"Tbe  qneetlon  ii,  aball  ve  associate  with  profetaiona]  prostitatas  and  medical 
outlaws  ?  " 

"l>r.  TandeH'e  retolation  was  unanlmooilj  adopted." 

The  reaolntioD  of  Bt.  Yandell  ii  so  worded  that,  at  first  glance,  it 
looks  partly  reasoaable;  but  when  wb  refer  to  his  comments  subse- 
quently, the  objectionable  feataree  are  apparent.  He  first  speaks  of 
"private  haodbiUs  or  adTertieemente  in  Dowspapers."  To  this  por- 
tioD  we  take  no  exception;  but  when  he  states  that  "We  have  allowed 
physicians  to  violate  the  code  of  etbios  by  adTortising  in  oar  medical 
journals  that  they  are  specialiate  in  the  treatment  of  certAin  diseases," 
the  question  arises,  what  reasonable  objection  can  be  urged  against 
either  of  the  following  modest  adTertisements? 

"E.  Williams,  H.  D.,  Eye-Surgeon,  north-eastcorner  of  Fonrtli and  Eacestnels, 
Cincinnati,  0." 

This  is  copied  from  the  Lancet  and  Ohierver,  1861. 

"  Dr.  Edward  L.  Holmes,  28  North  Clark  street,  Chicago,  Illinois.  Special  at- 
tention to  diseases  of  the  Eye  and  Ear." 

The  above  appeared  in  tbe  Chicago  Medical  Journal,  for  1861, 
1862  and  1863.     Or  to  this  one: 

"Drs.  Taliaferro  k  Barkaer,  treat  diseases  of  the  Eye  and  Ear,  north-weet  cor- 
ner, *c." 

Jlany  more  similar  adTertisements  could  we  add  ftom  the  various 
medical  journals  of  the  land. 

Is  there  an  unprejudiced  member  of  tbe  medical  profession,  who 
will  agree  with  Dr.  Yandell  in  branding  and  ostracising  such  men  u 
"professional  prostitutes"  and  "medical  outlaws,"  who  resort  to  Bneh 
advertisemenle  "not  as  a 
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Permit  me  to  Bttte  that  in  your  joaiaal  for  the  montli  of  August, 
I  noticed  the  following: 

•<  L.  P.  Yandcll,  Jr.,  U.  D.,  ProfesBor  of  Materia  Meato  and  ainical  Uedicina.'" 
Ib  it  a  "qneBtion  of  money"  with  him? 

The  next  gentleman  whose  name  we  notice  in  oonneotion  with  this 
subject  U  Dr.  Sayre  of  New  York,  who  embellisbeB  the  subject  after 
the  manner  of  H0I5  Writ: 

"  Uaj  my  haod  be  panlfied  if  I  make  anf  attempt  Ui  profit  by  adTertiiing 
knowledge  I  bare  attained  iu  mj  proression." 

Pardon  me  for  digresaing  in  this  place.  The  case  of  paralysis  re- 
minds me  so  mach  of  the  mauj  eloquent  horet  who  are  constantly 
jumping  from  their  seats  tO'  explain  something.  We  meet  them  in 
eTcry  walk  of  life,  in  the  most  insignificant  township  cancns  of  the 
rural  district,  as  well  as  in  the  legislative  halls  of  our  country ;  in  our 
county  medical  societies,  as  well  as  in  the  American  Medical  AsBOoia- 
tion.  Our  desire  is  that  theii  tongues  instead  of  their  bauds  may  be 
paralyKcd. 

I  notice  in  a  back  number  of  the  Chicago  Medical  Journal  the 
name  of 

"  Ltwii  A.  Sajre,  H.  D.,  Professor  of  Orthopedic  Snrgerj." 
Is  it  a  "question  of  money"  with  hiip,  also? 
Next  comes  Dr.  Mnssey  of  Ohio,  who  was  not  content  with  the 
original  resolution,  but  "moved  to  amend  by  inserting  'or  in  medical 
journslB.' "    In  your  jonrnal  for  August  I  Dotioe  the  following  adver- 
tisement: 

■>  W.  H.  Uvutj,  H.  D.,  Descriptire  and  Operative  Sargvy ." 
Is  it  a  "question  of  money"  in  his  case? 

If  I  mistake  not,  Prof.  Gross  had  a  good  deal  to  say  on  "special- 
ists" at  a  former  meeting  of  the  Association,  and  then  and  there  con- 
tended that  he  was  just  as  competent  to  treat  the  eye  as  were  those 
who  made  it  a  specialty. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  your  humble  servant  that,  notwithstanding  his 
claim  to  competoncy  to  treat  the  eye,  bis  writings  do  not  corroborate 
bis  statement;  for,  although  an  excellent  writer  on  Snrgery  in  general, 
he  makes  terrible  blunders  when  writing  on  the  eye. 

In  support  of  the  above,  let  us  take  a  cursory  glance  at  Br.  S.  D. 
Gross'  writings  on  the  eye,  in  vol.  II,  published  1864,  page  197: 

"  la  either  cbm  the  pupil  miut  be  dilated  with  atropla  in  the  proportion  (^^> 
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one-twentieth  of  ft  grain  to  the  onnce  of  water,  a  Bmall  quaatit;  of  which  is  ap- 
plied  several  times  to  the  eje  a  few  honn  before." 

The  experience  of  specialista  »,  tliat  in  &  great  majority  of  cases 
it  IB  at  least  twenty  times  too  weak,  noless  we  liave  time  to' drop  it  in 
every  few  minnteB  for  several  hours;  bat  that  a  single  drop  of  a  boId- 
tion  containing  iVom  one  to  four  grains  to  the  ounce  of  water  is  nsa- 
ally  used. 

Page  222.  Recommends  nitrate  of  silver,  oxide  of  cine,  &c.,  to 
caaea  of  ulcerative  keratitis.  Would  the  Doctor  be  responsible  should 
his  Btndents  cause  permanent  metallic  deposits  between  the  laminn  of 
the  cornea?  "Specialiats"  particularly  avoid  using  such  dangeroni 
articles.    Page  231 — Iritis: 

"  llercnrj ,  then,  it  the  great  remedy  par  txetUenet." 

"Specialists  usually  cure  their  patients  in  a  shorter  period  than 
three  weeks  by  the  use  of  anodynes,  local  and  oonstitntioaal,  and  con- 
tend that  mercury  is  not  needed  except  in  syphilitic  cases. 

Page  235.  Recommends  the  hook  in  Iridectomy — says  nothing 
about  iridectomy  forceps.  Is  there  leas  danger  of  wounding  the  lens 
with  the  hook  than  with  the  forceps? 

Page  247.  In  speaking  of  the  various  methods  of  operating  upon 
hard  cataract,  the  Doctor  remarks: 

"It  is  said  of  Wenzel  that  he  spoiled  a  whole  bathiU  of  ejea  before  he  had 
learned  the  art  of  extracting-,  which  affords  en  excellent  illostrtttioa  of  the  dilE- 
cnltiee  which  attend  this  operation,  and  reason  why  so  few  practitioners  ai«  (bnnd 
who  ere  ready  and  willing  to  Dodertake  it." 

He  still  prefers  couching  in  cases  of  hard  cataract.  "Specialists" 
almost  invariably  extract  hard  lenticular  cataracts,  and  if  these  cases 
are  veil  chosen,  their  successes  preponderate  over  their  failures  in  the 
proportion  of  five  to  one.  They  look  upon  couching  as  an  abominable 
operation,  owing  to  the  retainad  lens  remaining  In  the  eye;  for  so 
long  as  it  remains  we  never  know  what  irritation  it  may  cause. 

Page  289.  "Diseases  of  the  Lachrymal  Apparatus."  He  recom- 
mends the  old  and  almost  obsolete  method  of  iDserting  the  style  into 
the  nasal  duct  through  an  opening  made  below  the  lid.  "Specialists" 
usually  insert  the  point  of  a  scissors  into  one  or  other  puncta  laeh> 
rymalia,  usually  the  upper,  slit  np  the  canal,  and  pass  the  style  through 
the  natural  passages,  thereby  making  a  mnch  more  elegant  and  useM 
operation. 

Page  285.  Speaks  concerning  the  operation  for  Entropion,  as  fol- 
lows: 
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"  Hacb  judgment  is  reqairtd  in  order  accnratelj  to  proportion  die  amount  of 
substance  to  be  removed ;  tbe  great  danger  generally  is,  that  the  operator  takes 
aira;  too  little,  thus  bvoriag  speedy  relapse." 

"  SpeoialistB "  ctatioB  operatoiB  gainst  taking  amy  too  mnoh  of 
the  ihtegnmeiit,  coBteoding  that  it  ie  far  more  easy  to  repeat  the  ope- 
ration than  it  is  to  remedy  the  eotropioa  or  the  inability  to  close  the 
lids,  which  often  follows  the  operation  for  entropion,  where  snoh  ad- 
vice is  given  by  Br.  Gross  is  adbered  to.  I  will  add  that  several  such 
anfortonate  cases  bave  oome  onder  my  ofaserration  after  baring  been 
operated  upon  by  anrgeons  for  the  relief  of  entropion. 

Page  292.  While  speaking  of  the  division  of  the  internal  Beotns 
for  the  relief  of  Convergent  Strabiainas,  he  says: 

"  The  moment  this  is  accompliihed,  the  eja,  from  the  traction  exerted  upon  it 
by  the  hook,  springs  towards  the  now,  and  the  mnecle  retiactg  within  its  Bheath, 
eapecially  If  it  has  been  thoronghly  liberated  from  its  connectioos." 

The  question  arises:  If  the  mnscle  retracts  within  ite  sheath,  or 
the  Capsule  of  Tenon,  how  does  it  get  back  again? 

"Specialists"  carefully  avoid  such  retraction,  knowing  as  they  do, 
that  if  such  retraction  takes  place,  divergent  atrabiamtis  usually  results) 
a  complication  which  is  anything  but  desirable.  That  which  tliey  aim 
to  produce  ie  simply  a  setting  back  of  the  mnsclo  on  the  globe  outtide, 
but  never  t'tutde  the  Capsule  of  Tenon. 

We  will  notice  but  one  more  error  and  pass  on. 

Page  270.  In  describing  the  anomalies  of  re/ractton,  the  Doctor 
confounds  with  it  &  natural  fitilnre  of  accommodation.  After  desorib- 
ing  Myopia  or  short-sightedness,  he  speaks  ot'Prethi/opia  as  follows : 

"  Presbyopisi,  foresigbtedness.  In  Presbyopy  the  eonvene  of  Mgops,  objects 
can  be  discerned  distinctly  only  at  a  considerable  distance ;  hence  the  person,  in 
reading,  holds  the  book  or  paper  at  arm's  length." 

He  states  that  it  is  the  result  of  a 

"  Gradtial  flatteniBg  of  the  eoraea,  thus  eanslsg  divergence  of  the  rays  of  light 
before  they  reach  the  retina." 

Is  not  his  description  just  as  "clear  ae  mud?"  PreAjfopta  is  not 
the  converse  of  Mt/opia.  It  is  simply  a  fkilnre  of  accommodation, 
occasioned  by  an  increase  of  hardness  of  the  eryttaUine  fens,  so  that 
its  form  can  no  longer  be  readily  changed,  and  ita  convexity  increased 
by  the  action  of  the  ciliary  muscle. — (^Dondert.) 

Bypermetropia,  instead  of  Prethyopy,  is  the  anomaly  of  re^aotion 
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which  nuy  be  uid  to  be  the  converse  of  Myopy.  It  \t,  "SpecimliBts" 
infoTin  as,  a  condition  like  Myopy,  which  generally  depends  on  defect 
of  constniction  of  the  globe;  the  an tero- posterior  diameter  being  too 
short,  so  that  parallel  rays  are  brought  to  a  focus  at  a  point  behind  the 
retina. — (^Dotidfrt.) 

Many  more  errors  could  be  fonnd  in  the  writings  of  Dr.  Gross  oa 
Ophthalmology ;  but  as  t  do  not  wish  to  tire  your  readers,  have  simply 
spoken  of  those  which  are  so  obvious. 

HsTiDg  digressed  slightly  fVom  our  subject,  in  order  to  show  that 
the  ablest  and  most  eminent  men  of  the  general  profession  sometimes 
make  sad  blunders,  wliea  writing  on,  or  discussing  subjetits  which  are 
nsaally  better  handled  by  "Specialists,"  we  now  return  to  our  subject 
by  reviewing  the  men  and  their  motives. 

Who  are  the  parties  so  afraid  of  being  "prostituted"  and  contami- 
nated by  "medical  outlaws?" 

Professors  Yandetl,  Sayre,  Mnssey,  and,  formerly.  Gross — all  of 
them  Professors  and  eminent  members  of  the  profession,  who  advo- 
cate this  exolosiveness  solely  for  the  benefit  of  others ;  who  would 
rather  have  their  hands  paralyied  than  to  make  a  few  "dollars  and 
cents  "  by  their  knowledge.  Was  eversuoh  disinterested  philanthrophy 
exhibited  since  Brutus  and  other  Bomau  senators  so  befriended  their 
countrymen  ? 

In  order  to  throw  additional  light  on  the  subject,  permit  me  to 
state,  that  about  two  years  ago,  I  had  the  honor  of  a  short  interview 
with  Dr.  Blackmau  of  Cincinnati,  and  while  then  conversing  on  the 
subject  of  Ophthalmology,  he  remarked  good  temperedly,  that  Drs. 
Williams  and  Seelcy  had  left  him  no  eye  cases  to  operate  on,  but  tint 
it  was  right;  for  the  above  named  gentlemen  had  worked  bard  for, 
and  had  well  earned  their  reputation. 

Can  it  be  that  envy  and  jealousy  prompted  the  abiwe  distingnished 
Professors  to  endeavor  to  exclude  equally  if  not  more  worthy  menf  * 

What  efiect  will  such  resolutions  have  npoa  members  of  the  pro- 
fession, and  upon  the  public? 

It  has  already  had  the  following  effeot  upon  the  profession:  But  a 
short  time  ago  I  noticed  upon  the  signs  of  Drs.  Williams,  Seelej  and 
others,  Oculiat  and  Aurist,  but  now  the  specialties  are  obliterated,  and 
their  signs  at  this  date  simply  bear  their  names. 

In  regard  to  the  public :  In  the  place  of  being  benefited  by  the 
change,  they  will  be  put  to  a  great  deal  of  inconveDienoe  in  searching 
n,5,t,7i.-jt,.C00<^lL' 
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for  ud  ID  the^r  affiictioDS,  and  nuny  will  resort  to  pretenders,  who 
have  ejes  and  ears  painted  on  their  signs  as  large  as  the  head  of  a 

Dr.  Sayre  iaformB  as  that  io  the  place  of  anj  card  or  sign,  or  adrer- 
tisement  in  medical  jonrnalB,  or  anything  Tislble,  whereby  the  Pro- 
fessor 01  the  public  can  see  at  a  glance  what  we  propose  to  treat,  we 
are  to  "  iDetmct  our  professional  brethren  through  the  proper  channels." 
Does  he  mean  that  we  are  to  seek  to  become  Professors  in  "  clap  trap  " 
colleges?  If  BO,  we  answer  that  we  have  too  many  seeking  sack  posi- 
tions already. 

Let  ns  "look  the  matter  square  in  the  face,"  as  the  gentleman  re- 
niarks;  and  when  we  do  so,  we  find  that  a  vast  majority  of  the  men 
now  in  and  entering  the  medical  profession,  are  poor.  Most  of  then 
hare  been  school-teachers,  who  hare  by.  dint  of  frugality  aud  perse- 
veience,  laid  up  a  small  amount  in  "dollars  and  cents,"  just  sufficient 
in  most  instanees  to  take  them  through  college,  and  purchase  the 
necessary  instmmenta  needed  to  prosecute  their  calling;  and  in  nn- 
merouB  instances  the  poor  fellows  can  not  command  ten  dollars  cash 
to  start  on,  and  in  some  instanoes  it  is  theii  desire  to  practice  in  some 
special  department. 

How  would  such  an  one  prosper  were  he  to  wait  for  his  "profess- 
ional brethren  to  send  him  cases?" 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  let  the  son  of  a  banker,  or  of  some  distin- 
galshed  professor,  who  has  both  money  and  fViends,  and  who  has  made 
a  trip  to  Paris — and,  by  the  way,  we  will  here  remark  that  it  has  be- 
come fashionable  for  those  who  wish  to  attain  eminence,  to  visit  Paris, 
even  if  they  have  not  acquired  a  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  language 
to  understand  the  lecturer.  I  repeat — let  such  an  one  start  by  the 
side  of  the  poor  phy^cian;  and,  we  ask,  to  whom  would  the  profess- 
ional brethren  send  their  oases?  Would  they  not  send  them  to  the 
banker's  son? 

In  conclosion,  let  me  ask:  Will  the  "rank  and  file"  of  the  pro- 
fession be  dictated  to  by  men  holding  superior  positions  in  the  eyes  of 
the  public?  Shall  a  coterie  undo  that  which  has  existed  for  years, 
and  hear  no  remonatrahce?  I  sincerely  hope  that  all  who  think  so, 
will  laji  it  shall  not  be,  and  that  the  matter  be  thoroughly  ventila- 
ted. 
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THE   TREATMENT   OF  MALIGNANT   TUMORS   BT    ELEC- 
TROLYSIS.   

BT  W.  NEFTEL,  H.  D.,  NEW  YOEK. 

Althongh  I  am  preparing  for  publication  my  researcliea  on  the 
coDtinnons  galvanic  current,  where  remariable  illustrationa  of  the  elec- 
trolytic treatment  will  be  given  in  extenso,  I  consider  it  my  dn^  to 
give  at  once  a  preliminary  account  of  the  following  case,  wfaich  ms; 
coutribatti  to  save  the  lives  of  many  sofferere  deemed  incumble : 

Hon.  Th.  T.  D ,  a,  highly  accomplished  gentleman,  fifty -eight 

years  old,  consulted  last  year  aeveral  celebrated  Bnrgeone  in  LondoD 
and  Paris  (among  others,  Nelat«n)  with  regard  to  a  tnmor  in  the  left 
mammary  region.  They  all  advised  him  not  to  undergo  any  surgical 
operation,  aa  they  considered  the  tnmor  a  malignant  one,  the  removal 
of  which  would  only  hasten  the  fatal  termination  of  the  undonbtedly 
constitutional  disease.  The  patient,  nevertheless,  insisted  upon  the 
extirpation  of  the  tnmor,  and  onr  great  surgeon  Dr.  Marion  Simi, 
quite  Buooessfully  performed  the  operation  in  Paris.  Soon  after  the 
cicatriiation  of  the  wonad,  however,  the  axilliary  glands  of  the  same 
(left)  side  began  to  enlarge,  and  in  January  last  presented  a  tumor  of 
the  siee  of  an  egg,  consisting  of  a  conglomeration  of  enlarged  and 
indurated  glands.  Dr.  Sims  again  extirpated  this  second  tumor,  the 
microscopical  appearance  of  which  was  that  of  a  real  cancer  (carcino- 
ma of  the  axillary  glands).  The  specimen  was  presented  to  the  New 
York  Pathological  Society  and  examined  by  distingnished  histolo- 
gisls.*  The  wound  this  time  healed  very  slowly,  as  it  was  aocompa- 
nied  by  dangerous  oomplications,  an  extensive  erysipelas,  high  fever, 
(107.8"  Fahr.)  rigors  and  delirium.  Scarcely  had  the  wound  he«led, 
when  a  new  scirrnns  tamor  began  to  grow  in  the  right  mammary  re- 

tion,  and  very  soon  attained  the  size  of  an  orange,  or  more.  It  now 
ecame  evident  that  another  surgical  operation  would  be  oseless,  for 
it  could  only  call  forth,  as  before,  an  immediate  relapse,  and  perhaps 
in  a  more  dangerous  locality.  As  nothing  remained  to  save  the  pa- 
tient, who  was  perfectly  aware  of  his  condition,  and  whose  constjta- 
tion  was  broken  down,  I  proposed  the  eletrolytic  treatment,  expecting, 
as  the  best  result,  merely  the  local  destruction  and  absorption  of  the 
tnmor;  for,  in  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge,  I  could  not  have 
entertained  any  hope  of  prodnciog  by  electrolysis  the  least  favorable 
change  in  the  constitutional  disease. 

On  the  27th  of  April,  and  the  4th  and  7th  of  May,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  Dra.  Metealfe,  Nott,  and  B.  Howard,  I  performed  the  elecbo- 
lysis  by  means  of  the  large  apparatus  of  KrQge^nd  Hirschman,  with 
elements  of  Siemens,  subdividing,  at  the  second  and  third  opcralioa, 
the  cathode  into  three  and  four  branches,  connected  with  the  needlet 
by  serres-fines.  The  latest  improvements  of  the  apparatus  afforded 
the  possibility  of  gradually  increasing  the  quantity  of  the  current, 
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witbont  iDtennpting  the  circuit,  and  of  diminlshiDg  it  in  the  same 
way,  BO  that  the  circuit  was  broken  only  by  the  extraction  of  the  last 
needle.  Not  a  drop  of  blood  escaped.  The  first  operation  last  two 
minutes,  using  ten  elements;  the  second  five  minutea,  with  twenty  ele- 
ments; and  the  third  ten  minutes,  with  thirty  elements.  After  the 
Operation  the  tumor  increased  considerably  in  size,  hut  became  softer 
and  more  elaaliu.  No  febrile  or  other  local  or  constitutional  symp- 
toms followed.  On  the  contrary,  the  patient  who  before  was  weak, 
anaemic,  and  cachectic,  began  to  gain  strength  and  flesh;  the  tamorat 
the  same  time  diminishing  slowly  but  constantly.  A  month  after  the 
first  sitting  the  tumor  was  found  a  great  deal  sofler  aod  smaller;  at 
the  end  of  the  second  month  it  had  almost  disappeared,  and  a  fort- 
night later  no  trace  of  it  remained.  The  general  condition  of  the 
patient  is  now  in  all  respects  excellent,  and  new  deposits  can  nowhere 
be  detected.  In  his  last  letter  he  writes  to  me  as  follows:  "I  am  not 
able  to  diacover  any  new  deposits  anywhere,  nor  would  the  tumor  in 
the  right  breast  be  detected  by  any  ordinary  observer.  I  hope  the 
old  devil  who  took  lodgings  there  and  was  ejected,  took  all  his  bag- 
gage with  him."*^ 

The  above-related  case  presents  the  following  points  of  interest : 

1.  The  patient  has  been  examined  by  a  number  of  celebrated 
physiciana  in  Europe  and  America,  who  have  all  considered  him  af- 
fect«d  by  a  constitutional  cancerous  diseaae;  and  the  extirpated  tu- 
mors, being  real  cancers,  have  proved  the  correctness  of  the  diagnosis. 

2.  The  described  case  brings  me  to  the  conclusion  that  the  elec- 
trolysis must  be  considered  not  only  as  a  local  agent,  aa  thinks  Al- 
thaus.t  but  as  one  capable  of  modiiVing,  and  even  curing,  the  constitn* 
tional  diathesie.  I  explain  it  in  the  following  way:  It  haa  already 
been  established,  by  experimental  tesearchea,  that  the  electric  current 
affecta  powerful  protoplaamatic  Btructures.^  Hence  it  is  posaible  and 
probable  that  the  cells  (which  have  to  be  considered  as  bearers  of  the 
contagion  and  the  cause  of  the  generalisation  of  the  disease)  get  their 
protoplaama  altered  in  auch  a  way  by  electrolysis,  as  to  lose  its  speci&c 
infectious  properties,  and  make  it  incompatible  with  the  existence  and 
propagation  of  the  cancerous  new  formation. 

3.  Finally  this  is  the  first  anthentio  case  of  cure  of  a  real  cancer 
in  a  subject  affected  with  constitutional  diathesis.  I  think  that  if  Al> 
thaus,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  the  improved  electrolytic  method, 
did  not  succeed  in  curing  a  single  case  of  malignant  tumor,  it§  ia 
owing  only  to  the  imperfection  of  the  apparatus  with  which  he  works. 
I  have  had  one  like  it  imported  from  London,  and  have  ascertained, 
by  the  feeble  deflection  of  the  needle  of  my  galvanometer,  and  by  the 
weak  muBcnlar  reaction  it  produces,  that  Althaus'  apparatus  generates 
a  very  small  current- quantity.     This  explains  also  why  he  is  obliged 
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to  have  recoan«  to  so  namerons  sad  prolonged  sittings  (half  as  boor), 
whilst,  vith  the  ezcelleot  apparatus  I  am  in  the  habit  or  using,  incom- 
parably better  results  can  be  obtained  in  a  much  shorter  period. 

With  regard  to  non-malignant  tumors,  I  will  give  in  my  next  pa- 

Sir  an  account  of  what  I  have  attained  by  electrolytic  treatment, 
specially  the  sofl  tumors,  okti,  etc.,  yield  very  rapidly  to  it.  A 
large  goitre  of  eighteen  years'  standing  has  completely  disappeared  in 
the  coarse  of  two  months.  So  far  as  I  can  jndge  from  my  experi- 
ments on  animal  (rabbits),  the  eleotrolytio  treatment  of  varicose  veins 
and  aneurisms,  promisee  to  be  highly  Buccesaful.  Examining  micro- 
Boopically  the  thrombi,  I  could  repeatedly  convince  myself,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  assertions  of  Tschanaaoff,*  that  the  o^anisation  of  a  tbrom- 
bas  really  does  take  place,  a  fact  which  had  been  already  experiment- 
ally demonstrated  by  the  olaseical  researches  of  Viichow,t  as  &r  back 
as  1846.  Again,  it  is  not  difficult  to  follow  up  the  gradual  traDsforma- 
tion  of  the  colorless  blood -corpuscles  into  connective  tissue -co  rpuocles, 
which  was  likewise  accepted  by  Virchow. 

But  the  most  surprising  e^ct  can  be  produced,  by  the  electrolytic 
treatment,  on  organic  strictures  of  the  urethra.  The  only  case  I  luiva 
had  is  a  gentleman  who  is  yet  under  my  observation.  He  has  been 
suffering  for  about  ten  years  from  organic  strictures  impermeable  evea 
for  the  thinnest  bougies.  Be  told  me  that,  though  he  had  been  nn- 
der  the  care  of  many  distinguished  sargeons,  no  one  contd  ever  suc- 
ceed in  introducing  a  catheter  into  his  bladder.  On  the  20th  of  July 
I  introduced  a  French  catheter,  No.  three,  up  to  the  principal  strict- 
ure, sitnated  in  the  prostatic  part  of  the  urethra,  the  prostate  itself 
being  enormously  enlarged,  and  by  a  very  simple  contrivance,  directed 
the  electrolytic  action  of  the  negative  pole  upon  the  stricture  during 
two  minutes.  Immediately,  to  my  great  astonishment,  tbe  catheter 
passed  within  the  bladder,  and  an  immense  quantity  of  turbid  and  de- 
composed urine  was  discharged.  Since  this  the  patient  has  been  able 
to  pass  urine  easier  than  he  has  ever  done  before.  On  the  24tb  July 
I  repeated  the  operation  with  the  same  result,  but  using  catheter  No. 
six  of  tbe  French  scale;  and  I  can  now  introduce  Nos.  eight  and  ten 
withont  resorting  to  electrolysis.  So  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  the  pros- 
tate itself  does  not  seem  to  be  enlarged  any  longer. 

In  spermatorrhtBa  this  mode  of  treatment  can  not  be  surpassed.  I 
have  bad  several  cases  of  inveterate  spermatorrhoea,  which  all  yielded 
to  a  single  or  to  repeated  electrolytic  treatment  of  the  prostate  part 
of  the  urethra.  I  am  sure  that  those  who  have  once  tried  this  method, 
will  find  it  far  superior  to  all  tbe  others,  which  are  comparatively 
tedious  and  uncertain. 

The  first  discoverer  of  the  electrolytic  treatment  was  Cntssel^  of 
St.  Petersbuiv,  Russia.  Already  in  1839  he  demonstrated  experi- 
mentally the  different  effects  produced  by  the  different  poles,  and  used 
electrolysis  in  tbe  treatment  of  strioturee,  exudatjons,  tnmon,  and 
ulcers.    A  number  of  others  followed  him,  amongst  whom  one  of  the 
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most  BacMSsfal  is  undoubtedly  my  ftiend  Dr.  Moriti  Steyer,*  of  Ber- 
lin. Dr.  Althani  has  quite  receDtly  improved  the  method  and  ahown 
the  great  importance  of  the  negative  pole  in  the  treatment  of  tnmora. 
Certainly  ever;  observer  will  agree  with  him  that  electrolysiB,  besideB 
annihilating  the  pain,  aote  in  a  threefold  manner,f  vis:  1.  Through 
mechanical  disintegration  of  the  tissnea  by  the  nascent  hydrogen;  2. 
Through  the  dissolving  action  of  the  accumulated  ftee  alkali  (potash, 
eoda  and  lime) ;  3.  Through  the  local  modifioation  of  nutrition  (by 
means  of  the  vasomoter  nerves)  of  the  parte  brought  under  the  imme- 
diate influence  of  the  current.  To  these  looal  effects  I  can  now  add, 
&om  ray  own  ezperimenta  and  observations,  the  constitutional  effect 
of  electrolysis,  which  latter  especially  makes  this  method  invaluable 
in  many  lutherto  incurable  diseasee.  One  of  its  great  advantages  is 
that  it  is  never  followed  by  inflammation,  suppuration,  sloughing,  or 
other  difltarbaaces,  and  that  the  patient  can  continoe  his  osnal  occu- 
pation and  mode  of  life. 

The  electrolitic  treatment  is  called  to  open  a  large  field  for  sur- 
gery, and  will  be  applied  very  soon  to  a  Tariety  of  sorRical  diseases, 
to  the  advantage  of  the  profession  and  the  benefit  of  suffering  human- 
ity. The  surgeon  now,  besides  his  biological  knowledge  and  the  use 
of  his  mechanical  appliances,  will  acquire  and  appropriate  to  himself 
the  kaowledg  of  physios,  electro -physiology,  and  the  management  of 
the  complicated  galvanic  apparatus. — Medical  Record. 
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TRANSACTIONS  OF  THE  INDIANA  STATE  MEDICAL  SO- 
CIETY AT  ITS  NINETEENTH  ANNUAL  SESSION,  HELD 
AT  INDIANAPOLIS  MAT  19  AND  20,  1869. 

The  most  noticeable  feature  of  these  "Transactions"  is  extreme 
poverty. 

Comparing  tbem  with  similar  productiona  from  neighboring  socie- 
ties, we  are  painfully  impressed  by  this  feature. 

It  is  not  within  our  province  to  aooount  for  this  state  of  affairs. 
Certainly  this  result  does  not  indicate  any  lack  of  talent,  or  even  an 
ebb  in  the  tide  of  medical  enthusiasm  amongst  our  professional  breth- 
ren. It  may  have  been  from  some  impairment  of  the  machinery  of 
organisation.    Some  neglect  in  the  application  of  forces.    "Some  one 
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(nu;  have)  blundered."     Be  that  as  it  may  have  bean,  the  pahlicft' 
tion  is  before  ug,  and  is  what  it  is. 
The  fiiat  p»per  in  Older  is  the  President's  address.    Sal^eot: 

"TBI  TSODBLZe  AMD  RE8F0N8IBIUTIK8  OF  THK  UDICAL  PBOFXHSION." 

The  subject  is  trite,  and  the  matter  " oommooplace "  to  an  extrene. 
It  has  never  been  oar  privilege  to  enjoy  an  acquaintanoe  with  die 
worthy  Fresideot,  and  we  beg  his  pardon  in  al)  due  humility  while  dis- 
senting from  the  view  which  he  has  taken  of  the  profeBsion  in  this 
formal  repetition  of  the  chronic  gmmble  of  men  who  have  failed  to 
receive,  because  they  have  failed  to  merit,  that  exalted  appreciation 
which  the  intelligent,  educated,  generous,  manly  and  sincere  lover  and 
practitioner  of  medicine  never  fails  to  receive  from  whatever  people  be 
may  labor  for  and  amongst. 

We  confess  to  a  weaknesa  on  this  snbject — a  weakness  ainonnting 
to  weariness,  of  this  self-pitying  complaining  on  the  part  of  "regular" 
practitioners,  of  the  hardships,  abuses,  ^ingratitudes,  indignities  and 
want  of  appreciation  to  which  they  are  constantly  snliijected.  For 
ourself,  we  desire  no  "high  protective  tariff,"  to  prohibit  "old  women" 
f^om  overruling  our  opinions,  or  suspending  our  prescriptions;  or  to 
protect  ns  {torn  the  humiliation  of  being  superceded  by  quacks  of 
whatever  denomination.  The  people,  however  ignorant,  in  this  countiy 
of  free  institutions,  measure  men,  public  and  professional,  much  more 
accurately  than  we  are  willing  to  acknowledge.  Sheer  quackery,  un- 
less it  be  harmless,  (as  Homoeopathy,)  is  short-lived  in  any  comma- 
nity.  That  it  is  encouraged,  temporarily,  and  often  repeated  expen- 
mentally,  is  a  suggestive  commentary  upon  the  merits  or  success  of 
the  "regular  practice." 

The  worthy  President  closes  his  address  with  a  few  aenteaces 
cheerful,  inspiring  and  full  of  truth,  contrasting  agreeably  with  the 
general  burden  of  his  speech — asserting  in  one  sentence  that  which 
ahonld  stand  in  the  place  of  all  which  precedes  it;  a  brief  summary 
of  the  whole  matter,  to-wit:  "If  his  oovTse  (the  physician's)  has 
been  upright  and  honorahle,  he  will  have  the  approval  of  his  own  con- 
science, and  the  praise  of  all  good  ment" 

What  more  can  any  man  desire? 

"WHY   DOCTOEfl  DlSAOaBE," 

Is  a  paper  by  Dr.  Kersey,  of  Richmond,  who  is  well  known  to  the 
profession  as  a  gentleman  of  more  than  ordinary  sbill^  and  reeearch. 
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The  paper  is  written  in  Tiodicaiion  of  the  rule  of  etfaics  "prohibiting 
intercouTse  at  the  bedeide  with  doctors  of  other  Bo-c&lled  systems  " — 
and  is  intended  to  remove  the  impresaions  "that  the  rale  is  fonnded 
io  arrogance  and  works  cmelty  toward  the  sick."  It  contrasts  the 
"broad  basis,"  with  ite"boandle3a  wealth  of  appliances,"  of  the  "Beg- 
olar"  with  ever;  other  "so-called  system"  of  medicine,  declared  to  be 
"partial,  distorted,  dogmatic  or  QDScientifie."  It  indulges  in  the 
ueaal  ridicule  of  HomcBopathy,  stating  some  of  the  most  absurd  of 
Hahnemann's  speculations,  as  constituting  the  body  of  the  system, 
and  asserting  "dogmatically"  that  the  "system  amounts  to  absolute 
expectancy  in  eyery  condition  of  disease."  The  design  and  spirit  of 
the  paper  are  undoubtedly  excellent.  The  int«lligent  reader,  not  him- 
self "partial,  distorted,  dogmatical  or  uosoientific,"  can  not  but  feel 
the  limitation  of  the  author's  thought,  and  r^ret  the  weakness  com- 
mon to  us  all,  whieh  disqualifies  us  for  seeing  beyond  the  narrow  oibit 
of  our  own  intellectual  motions.  Is  it  not  time,  and  were  it  not  bet- 
ter, more  impartial,  symmetrical,  philaopbieal  and  ecientifio,  to  look 
at  these  echools  of  medicine,  which  we  deem  "irregular,"  yet  which 
have  so  far  found  favor  in  the  public  estiroation  as  to  be  recogniied  as 
"Systems,"  commanding  and  enforcing  respect,  in  tiie  tight  of  what 
they  suggest;  accepting  and  appropriating  whatever  may  be  signifioant 
to  ns,  by  way  of  criticism  of  onr  errors,  or  of  improvement  made 
manifest  by  experiment  and  demonatration?  We  may  laugh  at  our 
leisure,  with  our  heels  oomplaoently  elevated  ou  our  office  tables,  at 
the  "  little  pill  doctors,"  and  faoetionely  quote  until  we  grow  gray 
witty  illustrations  of  the  "lunacies,"  and  "infinitoeimal  nonsense"  of 
Hahnemann's  dootrinea,  yet  we  can  not  by  any  possibility  defend  our 
own  practice  as  it  was,  even  as  it  is,  to  a  great  extent,  to-day,  from  the 
"huge  criticism,"  the  unsparing  commentary  which  the  result  of  this 
system  of  "Expectancy  in  all  cases"  has  passed  upon  it;  an  indubita- 
ble benefaction  to  the  human  race.  The  true  physioiau — the  man 
whose  mission  it  is  to  alleviate  and  to  heal  the  woes  and  wounds  in- 
ilioted  upon  his  fellow-mortals,  from  whatever  oireumstanoe  of  life, 
should  be  so  broad  aad  high  in  love  and  wisdom,  in  charity  and  truth, 
as  to  embrace  and  comprehend  not  only  his  own  more  cherished  "sys- 
tem," but,  also,  all  that  is  valuable  in  all  other  "systems  of  cure." 
This  does  not  imply  "fellowship  with  a  vast  herd  of  doctors,  specially 
trained  in  prejudice,  error  and  credulity ; "  for  w«  agree  with  Dr.  Ker- 
sey in  the  assertion  with  which  he  closes  bis  paper,  that  it  were  "far 
better  to  pursue  an  upward  bearing,  compelling  ineompe  ten  band  nn^ 
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wortlij  gradii&t«B  and  nataral  charlatans,  foisted  into  nominal  fellov- 
ebip  b;  mercenary  teachers,  to  fall  oat  of  the  ranlcB,  vhere  a  high 
grade  of  poaitive  merit  ahonld  alone  sCcnre  a  permanent  place."  But 
it  does  imply  that  in  our  investigation  of,  and  reference  to,  the  "sye- 
terns"  of  medicine,  professed  by,  no  matter  whom,  if  so  dignilted  by 
success  as  to  compel  recognition  as  a  "eystem,"  ve  should  not  revent 
our  gl&BBes  80  as  to  see  things  remotely  and  in  diminntire  proportioas; 
but  we  should  loolc  at  them  brought  closely,  and  so  magnified,  if  need 
be,  as  to  expose  their  most  intimate  stmcture  to  onr  obserration  and 
comprehension. 

OBNiaAL  ANA8ABCA. 

The  next  paper  in  this  collection  bears  the  above  title,  and  tm 
presented  for  the  consideration  of  the  Society  by  Dr.  John  Uoffitt  of 
Rnshville.     It  is  the  history  of  "a  case,  with  nmarks." 

No  better  illustration  of  the  propriety  of  understanding  and  ap- 
propriating whatever  is  vahiable  iu  otlier  "systems"  of  medicine,  es- 
pecially the  Hahnemannic,  could  be  found  than  is  presented  in  tUs 
"oaBe"ofI>T.  Hoffitt's.  Unoertain  of  the  pathological  condition  nuni- 
fested  by  very  alight  symptoms  in  the  beginning  of  tiie  "case;"  donbt- 
ftil  respecting  the  treatment  to  be  adopted,  as  the  Bootor  evidently 
was,  we  can  not  but  think  and  believe,  fVom  experience  and  obaerva- 
tion,  that  it  would  have  been  infinitely  better  for  both  doctor  and  pa- 
tient, to  have  accepted  the  suggestion  of  aafe^  in  pure  "expectasey," 
and  have  left  this  case  to  the  "rational"  efforts  of  natnre,  raUiCT  than 
to  have  subjected  it  to  the  "irrational"  and  " unscientjfio,"  becane 
doubtful  and  purely  experimental  treatment,  which  was  adopted  and 
persisted  in  to  the  "closing  scene."  In  this  light,  and  this  only,  we 
regard  this  as  an  important  paper. 

We  are  here  presented  with  "a  case"  of  a  young  man,  a  tanmet, 
who  had  "never  had  much  Bickness,"  well  developed  and  muscular. 
Nothing  wrong  in  general  health  could  be  detected.  There  had  been 
for  several  days  some  tomefication  of  the  integuments  of  the  seek. 
Appetite  good,  bowels  regular,  nervous  system  unimpaired,  tK.,  Ac, 
&c.  He  was  put  upon  a  course  of  "alteratives,"  to-wit;  Calomel  and 
Dover's  powder;  three  doses  each  day.  Five  days  of  this  treatment 
did  not  impair  the  general  fnnotdons  of  the  body  to  a  noticeable  de- 
gree, but  there  was  no  improvement  of  the  local  condition,  and  bo  the 
medicine  was  renewed,  and  the  aise  of  tbe  dose  so  increased  as  to  ex- 
hibit the  violence  of  (he  drug  upon  the  bowels.    For  a  time,  not  stn- 
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ted  how  long,  th«re  wu  appBieat  imptovement  io  tli«  local  condition ; 
but  at  the  end  of  a  week  all  of  the  phenomena  became  suddenly  ag- 
gravated— the  efinsion  oyer  the  surface  becoming  general.  The  Doc- 
tor endeavored  faithfully  to  "ascertain,  if  possible,  the  real  seat  and 
nature  of  the  complaint,  a»  a  /ouadation  for  a  rational  plan  of  treat- 
ment; but  vras  ever  disappointed.  None  of  the  recognized  causee  of 
effasion  were  to  he  fbund  "in  the  pAsent  or  past  history  of  the  pa- 
tient." "There/ore,"  the  Doctor  gave  more  cafome/,  adding  quinine. 
Five  days  more  of  this  treatment,  and  "the  circulation  became  in- 
volved," which,  up  to  this  time,  had  been  normal. 

Br.  SextoD  was  now  called  in.  The  symptoms  were  now,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  general  effasion,  "fever — pnlae  one  hundred,  full  and  not 
resisting;  tongrte  red,  iaclining  to  dryneu;  seoretions  of  mouth  adhe- 
sive; thirst  and  general  soffering;  urine  scanty  and  high  colored; 
bowels  rather  torpid,  and  the  skin  harsh  and  dry."  Thrte  tceeks  of 
calomel  not  having  accomplished  satisfactory  results,  it  was  determined 
to  continue  the  drug,  with  sufficient  antimony  tart,  to  effect  moderate 
but  conttant  navtea!"  The  antimony  did  not  nauseate,  but  produced 
catharsis,  whioh  seemed  to  drain  the  body  for  a  time,  and  febrile  symp- 
toms subsiding,  the  doctors  were  flattered  with  hope.  A  week  longer, 
however,  fbund  the  patient  not  only  not  cured,  but  growing  worse ; 
and  it  was  determined  "  to  give  cream  of  tartar  a  thir  trial ; "  but  the 
Doctor  dared  not  risk  it  without  continuing  his  favorite  calomel.  Dr. 
Sexton  came  again  and  "cordially  approved"  of  the  plan — with  the 
addition  of  Miction  applied  to  the  lower  extremities,  with  salt,  vinegar 
and  mustard  I  From  one  to  two  ounces  of  the  cream  of  tartar  were 
given  daily,  and  also  drink  of  cider  holding  in  solution  horse-radish, 
juniper  berries,  &e.,  was  allowed.  Morphine  was  administered  at 
night  to  allay  the  pain  produced  by  the  other  drugs  taken  during  the 
day  t  Ten  days  of  this  treatment  (added  to  all  that  bad  gone  before), 
^and  the  patient  ekilledl  and  the  Doctor  found  him  hot  with  fever,  with 
pain  in  the  right  thigh,  the  surface  tender  and  swollen,  with  a  blush 
simulating  eiysipelaa.  This  rapidly  extended  downward  to  the  ankle, 
upward  to  the  umbilicus,  including  genitals,  and  right  abdominal  re- 
gions. The  doctor  now  concluded  that  an  abscess  would  form  in  the 
thigh,  "and  that  il«  completion  would  he  salutary." 

Dr.  Helm  saw  the  case,  and  expressed  an  opinion  "that  the  pres- 

seut  imperfeotly  formed  erysipelatous  action  would,  in  all  probability, 

result  in  a  oolleotion  of  semi-o^aQlied  pus,  and  suoh  an  occurrence 

would  be  highly  beneficial,  working  a  crisis  in  the  case;  that  it  wa«j|e 

(«)  "- 
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one  of  nature's  efforts  to  form  a  crisis,  to  get  rid  of  the  Urge  ainoont 
of  morbid  material  effused  into  the  cellular  tisBae."  The  Poctors 
agreed  in  the  opinion,  "aruZ  Kere  anxioia  that  nature  would  accompHtk 
it."  But  uatnre,  alas,  like  Mrs.  Dtnnbey,  was  top  far  spent  to  make  "(he 
effort,"  and  the  Doctors  were  left  in  theit  dileman,  with  no  altmu' 
live  but  more  calomel,  with  the  addition  of  squills.  The  inflamma- 
tory phenomeoa  began  to  reoede  and  disappeared ;  but  there  folloired, 
or  "arose  a  very  curious  state  of  the  skin,  corresponding  to  tbe  seat 
of  inflammation."  We  omit  the  Doctor's  dcBcription,  but  cao  not 
omit  his  conclusion,  that  it  was  a  Taricose  state  of  the  capillaries  of 
the  integumeuts."  "The  kidneys  note  failed  to  do  their  duty."  ''Ii 
became  evident  that  effoaion  was  taking  place  in  the  abdomen."  "  The 
function  of  dige»tio%  exhibited  signs  of  interruption."  "Flatulency, 
griping,  pains,"  &c.,  &c.,  &c.  "Having  tati^actorily  persisted  in  the 
last  course  of  treatment,  and  tboronghly  convinced  it  was  effecting  no 
good," — the  Doctor  wisely  concluded  that  "Some  other  agencies  must 
be  sought  for  and  applied."  "  Calomel  attd  i^ilU  leere  ntggeated,  tind 
the  patient  put  upon  their  vte." 

At  this  juncture  Dr.  Arnold  was  called  in,  "and  after  careful  con- 
sideration of  the  history  of  the  young  man,  suggested  the  use  of  the 
inf.  digitalis."  The  patient  then  took,  for  two  weeks,  without  inter- 
mission, calomel,  squills  and  digitalis.  Then,  unfortunately,  a  malig- 
nant attack  of  "diphtheria"  complicated  the  case.  The  treatment 
was  now  changed  to  meet  the  new  invader,  consisting  of  "mnriated 
tincture  of  iron  and  quinine,  with  free  exhibitjon  of  chlorate  of  pot- 
ash," constitutionally — nitrate  of  silver,  per-sulphate  of  iron,  Tioe- 
gar,  salt,  soot,  &c.,  as  locals — together  with  animal  broths,  wine  and 
brandy. 

THE   TOTTNG   MAN   DIKDl 

The  "remarks"  accompayoing  this  "case"  contain  nothing  norel 
or  suggestive.  We  forbear  oomment  on  the  "case,"  beyond  the  sug- 
gestion, that  where  "the  seat  of  the  disease  is  not  clear" — in  oUier 
words,  where  the  doctor  does  not  know  anything  about  the  morbid 
phenomena  transpiring  beyond  theii  mere  external  and  unexpected 
appearances,  it  would  be  prudence,  if  not  wisdom,  to  adopt  such  a 
course  of  medication,  if  medicine  mast  be  administered,  as  would  not 
of  itself  prove  fatal  if  continued,  ordinarily  in  a  shorter  period  than 
this  young  man  survived. 

The  medical  ratiocination  in  this  case  leems  to  have  beeOyU'^As  the 
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morbid  condition  is  not  understood,  an  alterative  is  indicated — good 
may  reanlt  from  any  change— calomel  is  an  "alteratiTe,"  hence  calo- 
mei." 

Symptoms  of  chemical  violence  are  mistaken  for  aggravations  of 
an  obscare  disease,  and  the  dmga  are  multiplied  and  increased.  The 
patient  dies;  and  the  doctor  stands  with  arms  folded,  oblivions  alike 
to  the  cause  and  the  consequence.  We  do  notsay  that  this  young  man 
vould  have  recovered,  if  he  had  been  left  to  nature  while  nature  was  yet 
oompetent  to  make  an  effort.  But  we  do  say,  with  a  burning  blush 
upon  our  oheeks,  that  the  same  course  of  medioation  administered  to 
a  young  man,  beginning  with  a  physilogicaJ  condition,  would,  in  nine 
cases  out  of  ten,  result  in  death. 

DiaXSTtVE   A88IHILATION  Or  MEDICINIS. 

This  is  a  paper  by  Dr.  W.  J.  Elstun  of  Indianapolis,  one  of  our 
younger  but  more  promising  of  the  profession.  This  paper  indicates 
both  reading  and  reflection,  and  a  disposition  to  penetrate  the  arcana 
of  medical  science — humbly,  yet  earnestly,  carefully  measuring  every 
step,  and  making  sure  of  the  ground  on  which  he  treads.  We  give 
the  Doctor's  propontions.     He  says: 

("  KememberiDg  tb&t  a  perTect  organ  conaista  of  itwlf  as  a  wbde,  Its  nerrra,    . 
Its  blood  vetMls,  and  its  glandular  or  otbtr  etroctares;  either  or  all  (rf'  which  be- 
ing affMted,  ma;  change  the  functions  of  the  organ.) 

"  I.  Uedical  anbetances  are  aeiimilated  bf  the  ultimate  tiaenes  of  the  rarioue 
orgnns  in  the  same  manner  ae  the  nntriment  is  aeiimileted  fVom  food.  The  organs 
are  affected  b;-  atimente;  the;  are  toned  up,  strengthened,  etimnUted;  or  the  ac- 
tivitj  of  organs  may  be  depressed  b;  the  effects  of  ordiaar;  kinds  or  food.  So 
with  medicines,  bat  in  a  more  active  and  greater  degree. 

"  II.  Medicinal  enbelances  are  assimilated  b;  the  same  selective  or  phjsiolog- 
ical  affinit;,  through  which  each  organ  selects  from  the  blood  the  particular  food 
material  required  for  Its  own  support,  noarisbment/»r  vltalit;. 

"  III,  Hediclnal  substances  ma;  be  either  selected  by  an  organ  throogh  direct 
affinit;  (for  the  snbetances),  or  the  EQbslanee  ma;  be  combined  so  intimate!;  with 
Uie  nntriment,  or  ailment,  appropriated  bj  an  organ,  as  to  be  taken  with  the  food 
material  independent!;  of  an;  afSnit;  fi^  the  medicinal  snbetance." 

Well  does  Dr.  Moffett  say  in  the  discussion  which  followed  the 
reading  of  this  paper:  "If  the  position  of  the  paper  be  true,  we  com- 
mit a  great  many  errors  in  the  applieatioa  of  remedies." 

Now,  therein  consists  the  great  value  of  such  inquiries.  If  sin- 
cerely made  and  considered,  they  open  oar  eyes  to  this  important  fhct, 
more  important  than  any  other  fact  relating  to  medieino,  and~tihi^t  is:. 
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th&t  "toe  commit  a  great  marof  erron  in  the  application  of  rtmediet," 
in  onr  bliod  empfrioiBm.  RetnemberDr.Moffett's  "case  of  Anasarca," 
jast  before  as — remember  a  large  proportion  of  cases,  in  wbich  we 
have  prescribed  "drags,"  and  test  the  "application  of  the  remedy"  by 
what  we  know  and  are  certain  of,  rospeotiag  the  action  of  the  remedy, 
its  specific  force,  and  the  condition  of  the  organs  to  be  inflaenced,  and 
who  of  OB  is  not  ready  to  confess  that  his  blows  have  been  dealt  in 
donbt  and  in  darkness  more  frequently  than  otherwise? 

We  do  not  propose  to  discuss  these  propositions  of  Dr.  Elstnn's  in 
tliia  connection';  but  we  hope  that  every  practitioner  into  whose  handa 
these  "TranuctioDB"  may  fall,  will  read  the  articles  sod  so  dis- 
cuss them  in  his  own  mind  as  to  awaken  inquiry  respcctiDg  ^e  power, 
adaptability  and  use  of  drugs;  and  conduce  toward  an  improrcd  prac- 
tice. There  is  room  for  it  in  Indiana.  We  arc  &r  in  advance  of  Eb- 
eriie  to-day.  We  are  moving  in  the  direction  of  Truth.  But  our 
progress  is  retarded  by  indolence  and  timidity,  if  not  by  stupidity  or 
stnbbomnesB. 

CASE  OF  DISLOCATION  OP  PZMCB,  EKDUCED  BT  HAMIPULATI05. 

Dr.  Sexton  of  Bushvillc,  presented  a  case  of  dislocation  of  femur, 
upwards  and  backwards,  reduced  by  manipulation,  describing  method 
and  movements.  This  paper  gave  rise  to  considerable  discussion,  and 
"Jarvis  Adjuster"  came  in  for  some  criticism — the  balance  of  opinion 
being  in  favor  of  "manipulation"  in  all  cases  of  dislocation. 

Dr.  Harvey  of  Plainfield,  introduced  the  subject  of 

PUERPERAL    C0NVDL8I0NS, 

StimulatJDg  an  animated  discusion,  eliciting  various  opinions  respect- 
ing cause  and  treatment,  leaving  the  general  impression,  however,  that 
but  little  is  Jcnowu  definitely  and  clearly  respecting  the  disease;  and 
no  luk  of  treatment  can  be  safely  adopted,  applicable  alike  to  many 
cases.  One  regards  the  condition  of  pregnancy  as  essentially  antmic, 
another  as  essentislly  plelkorie;  and  they  account  for  the  convulsions 
upon  opposite  theofies.  One  thinks  the  convulsions  result  from  poi- 
son incident  to  perverted  elimination  during  pregnancy;  anotiter 
attributes  them  to  eocentric  iiritatMO,  &c.,  &o.  Dr.  W.  F.  Harvey 
condemns  the  use  «f  «hlontforia,  jnst  now  the  popular  remedy  in  these 

The  reports  of  'officens  tai  bmsioess  oommitteee  seem  to  be  satis- 
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footory.  There  were,  however,  no  reports  from  committees  on  scien- 
tifla  Hubjeots  whatever. 

The  following  standiag  committees  were  annonnoed  for  the  enBu- 
ing  year : 

On  Prije  Ettayt — Dra.  Bobbs,  Cnrran,  of  Hnntlagton,  Bod  T.  B.  Harrey. 

On  Btluet — Dn.  Currao,  of  JefferaaQville,  Uorgao,  Uoffett,  Booker  aad  Weiit. 

On  ArTOBgniunlt—Dn.  J,  J.  Wright,  Todd,  CbM.  E.  Wright,  Arery  and  Gas- 
ton, all  or  IndianapoUB. 

On  Finaiue — Dre.  Athoo,  OHrer,  Harding,  Hobbs,  and  Pugb. 

On  Aiitfeafi'oR— Dt>.  WaUnnan,  W.  P.  Harrey,  Woodbum,  and  the  Secretary 
Mid  Treasury  of  the  Society. 

EBPORTS  AT  THE  NEXT  UEETINQ. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  gentlemen  to  report  At  the 
next  meeting; 

Dr.  J.  S.  Bobbe,  of  Indianapolis,  on  Dlseaaet  or  the  Prostate  Gland. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Woodbarn,  of  lodiaDapolts,  on  the  Symptom*  and  Treatment  of  In- 
cipient Inunity. 

Dr.  D.  Morgan,  of  ETanSTille,  on  Resections. 

Dr.  O.  T.  Woolen,  of  Indianapolis,  on  Syphilis. 

Dr.  B.  Carran,  of  JeffenonTille,  on  any  mbjeet  he  may  select. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Wishard,  of  Soothport,  on  the  Best  Treatment  of  ScarlaUna. 

Dr.  J.  A.  Comingor,  of  Indianapolis,  on  the  Pathognomonic  Signs  of  Neph- 
ritis. 

Dr.  B.  A.  Curran,  of  Hnntiagton,  on  any  subject  he  may  choose. 

Dr.  T.  Parrln  of  Indianapolis,  on  Uedtcsl  Edncation. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Athon,  of  Indianapolis,  on  Orerian  Diseases. 

Dr.  O.  W.  Mears,  or  Indianapolis,  on  the  Host  GfTectiTe  Bemedies  for  Arrest^ 
ing  Uterine  Hemorrhage. 

Dr.  W.  Lomai,  of  Uarion,  on  the  Auscultatory  Signs  of  Valrnlar  and  Tea- 
tricular  Diseases  of  the  Heart. 

Dr.  L.  M.  Uartin,  of  Clinton  county,  to  take  his  choice  of  sattfect. 

Dr.  H.  Y.  Passage,  of  Pern,  on  the  Inflaence  of  UsJatla  Id  the  Production  of 
Diseases. 

Dr.  P.  W.  Payne,  of  Franhlln,  on  Intestinal  Digestion. 

Dr.  W.  T.  S.  Cornet,  of  Madison,  on  the  Recent  ImproTements  in  Uedlcine. 

Dr.  U.  Sexton,  of  RushiiUe,  on  Tetonai. 

Dr.  7.  J.  Tanvorhls,  of  Stockwell,  on  HenUl  Influence  Id  Disease. 

Tbe  following  officers  were  aleeted  for  the  eneuiDg  year: 


For  Fretidmt—Qso.  Sdttob,  of  Aurora. 
For  Viee-Praidtnt—yf .  P.  AvHs,  of  Fo 
For  Seerelary—Q.  V.  WooLM,  of  Indianapolis. 


For  Fiee-JVuirfmi— W.  P.  AvHs,  of  Fort  Wayne.  n, upch   GoOqIc 
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Fat  Atiitlanl  Starttary — W.  J.  Eunva,  at  Indimiftpolls. 

For  Treatunr — W.  B,  Lydss,  of  HuntingloD. 

For  Librarian — H.  F.  Babnu,  of  Indituftpolis. 

BeBolutions  of  interest  to  the  profession  were  adopted,  as  followa: 

"Rfiolttd,  JheX  tbe  Secretary  be  inelmcted  to  iBsae  certific&tei  aa  delegate  to 
til  members  id  good  (tonding  wbo  desire  to  att«Dd  tbe  oeit  meetJDg  of  the  Ameri- 
can HsdicKl  AModatioQ. 

"Ruolntd,  Tbat,  in  the  jadgment  of  tbU  Society,  the  practice  of  adrertiiiog 
proprie(ar<r  mediclDei  !■  fit  oqIj  for  nlioUj  merceoarj  publicatioas;  that  it  la  eS' 
Mntiallj  ont  of  place  and  degrading  for  all  peKodicals  dasigned  to  promota  the 
public  good,  aad  above  all  for  cDlighteaed  medical  journala. 

"Sfiolvtd,  That  auiilliary  societies  maj  refer  any  papen  thej  deem  worthy 
of  pablication,  to  tbii  Society  for  ita  coasideratioD,  and  publication  In  the  Timaa- 
actioDB,  if  appTOT«d. 

"Betolved,  Tbat  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the  President,  for  the 
porpoae  of  taking  into  conBideration  the  propriety  of  petiUoning  the  State  Legisla- 
tare  to  provide  by  lav  for  the  appointment,  by  the  Ooveroor  of  the  Stale,  of  a 
"Board  of  Slate  Charities,"  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  investigate  the  whole  sje- 
tarn  of  public  charitable  and  correctioanl  insUtutiona  of  the  Slate,  and  recommend 
nch  changes  and  additional  provisions  aa  they  may  d^em  necessary,  in  order  to 
■ecnre  to  Uie  Inmates  of  theae  inititutiona  more  efficient,  humane  and  hygienic  in- 
flaence,  than  in  many  cases  now  obtain. 

"Stiotved,  That  this  Society  will  give  its  influence  and  support  to  the  Indiana 
Hedical  College,  and  requests  the  physicians  of  the  Slate  to  co-opeiate  in  the  entet- 
priaa  to  the  extent  of  their  ability. 

"JUiolved,  That  the  report  of  Dr.  Bobbs,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Necessity  and  Utility  of  a  State  Hospital,  be  adopted  as  the  memorial  of  the  Indi- 
ana Slate  Medical  Society,  and  ai  such  be  presented  to  tbe  General  Assembly  of 
Indiana  at  their  next  meeting,  by  this  Committee ;  and  thai  every  member  of  the 
proftsaion  be  earnestly  solicited  to  labor  for  the  establishment  of  a  State  Hospital 
at  Indianapolis,  separately  or  in  connection  wilh  the  present  City  Hospital." 


A  TREATISE  ON  DISEASES  OF  THE  EYE. 

BY  J.  SOKLBEBQ  WELLS, 


7  C.  Lh.    IBOT. 


It  AaMrloaa  KdiUoa,  7 


FoUoving  close  upon  the  first  Soglish  edition,  we  luTfl  an  Ameri- 
can reprint  of  "Soelberg  Wells  on  Diseases  of  the  Eye,"  edited  bj 
Dr.  J.  Minis  Haya,  of  Philndelphia.  ^  ,,  „  „  ,|^ 

The  long-time  complaint  that  an  American,  nnacqaaint«d  wnh  Ger- 
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tuui  anj  French  mediesl  literature,  coald  not  satiefactorilf  familiarise 
himself  with  the  adTanoea  in  Ophthalmology,  made  during  the  past 
fifteen  or  twenty  years,  was  well-fonnded,  bo  long  as  wo  had  only  such 
works  as  Lawrence,  Mackenste,  Dixon,  Jones,  &c.  The  Hackley-Roo- 
sa  tranelatioD  of  Stellwag  has  reoeatly  uade  na  familiar  with  the  doc- 
trines and  practice  of  the  eminent  oculist  of  Tieona;  and  aoy,  Welts 
gives  as  the  result  of  his  training  and  service  in  the  specialty.  Fa- 
miliar, of  course,  with  the  literature  of  his  subject,  and  having  an  ex- 
tensire  hospital  and  private  practice,  his  connection  with  King's  Col- 
lege  and  the  Soyal  London  Ophthalmic  Hospital,  adds  to  the  weight 
of  hia  opinions  upon  questions  of  pathology  and  treatment. 

The  "Treatise"  is  clearly  and  concisely  written,  and  deserves  the 
«areial  oonsidenttion  of  students  and  general  practitioners.  In  one 
respect  at  least,  it  is  preferable  to  "Stellwag" — its  type  is  uniform, 
And  there  are  not  to  be  found  In  it  those  many  pages  of  fine  print  that 
in  "Stellwag"  make  us  wish  the  translators  had  either  given  us  three 
volumes,  or  judiciously  edited  and  oondenseiL 


MEMOEANDA  OF  UNIVERSITY  CLINIC  AT  CHARITY  HOS- 
PITAL, NEW  OKLEANS,  SESSION  1868-9. 

We  are  indebted  to  Professor  Joseph  Jones,  M.  D.,  for  "Memor- 
anda of  University  Clinic  at  Charity  Hospital,  New  Orleans,  Session 
1868-9,  bj  Professors  Joseph  Jones,  Frank  Hawthorn,  T.  G.  Rich- 
ardson, 3.  M.  BemisB,  and  Warren  Stone;  reprinted  from  the  JVeto  Or- 
lean*  Medical  Journat,  October,  1869."  In  a  future  No.,  we  hope  to 
have  a  review  of  this  exceedingly  interesting  collection — at  present, 
we  will  give  two  extracts  from  Dr.  Richardson's  contribution  to  it. 
The  remarks  on  Spermatorrhoea  are  worth  more  than  half  the  volumes 
that  have  been  written  on  the  subject: 

" SpiaxATouasA. — As  usual,  quite  a  large  mmbet  of  CMes  or  Uus  miserj- 
uaking  complaint  liave  applied  for  relief,  but  not  ou«  Id  the  pFeseace  of  the  class- 
The  sbame  whfch  aucb  patieats  almost  universallj  eifaibit  is  ot  no  little  rakie  in 
a  pathognooionic  point  of  *iew. 

"  There  is  scarcely  a  doobt — iu  m;  own  mind  at  least — that  th«  complaint  has 
iU  scat  in  the  moral  natare,  and  is  seldom  productive  of  local  organic  changes,  ex- 
<«pt  theae  which  arise  ftom  eicesslve  secretion,  such  as  atroph;  of  the  tesliele. 
Ths  treatment  ahonld  tbetefora  be  directed  not  to  a  fancied  irritation  in  the  K^,  > 
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itatic  urethra,  but  to  ttre  correcthm  of  the  morbid  s«Dlim«Dt8  aad  inugiiiation'er 
the  individual. 

"  An  occBKitmal  emission  occurring  in  ou  otbern-ise  healthj  individual  under 
the  Inguence  of  a  lacixLou*  dream — U>  which  even  the  most  rirtuous  ere  mote  or 
less  liabl»— <s  Btrictlj  phyeiologicat,  and  any  attempt  to  prevent  it  a  lis  duwim  n 
to  endeawr  to  prevent  tbe  ntara  of  menBtnittioo  in  females.  Marringe  ie  tbe 
odI;  legUiiBiBU  treatment,  and  is  usoallj  effective  in  boUi  instaneea. 

"  So  also  tbe  emission  prodnced  by  the  fiUhj  vica  of  maaturbatioa,  is  in  iUelf 
phjsiotogioal— that  is  to  sa;,  it  is  tbe  natural  response  to  the  genital  excitement, 
although  the  latter  has  been  prodnced  in  an  unnatural  way,  But  a  secretion, 
trhich  is  purely  pbjaiological,  may  become  morbidly  abundant  by  Iteqnent  repiti- 
tlon  of  tbe  exciting  cause,  and  the  orer-taied  organs  by  which  it  is  furDished  may 
fWU  into  a  sts,t«  of  atrophy,  whicb  may  be  considered  pathological. 

"Bat  tbe  precise  tine  between  what  is  physiotogiml  and  what  ia  pathological, 
is  here,  as  Id  many  other  instances,  difficult  to  define.  An  inTolnotaij  emiisio> 
occurring  once  in  ten  days  or  two  weeta  might  be  strictly  ^yslologlcal  in  aatrang, 
vigorous,  highly  animalized  individual,  but  iu  one  of  an  opposite  temperament  it 
would  deserve  to  be  considered  as  the  result  of  a  morbid  state  of  the  uervoui  sf»- 

"  Extreme  cases,  in  which  the  seminal  fluid  escapes  without  any  erection  sf 
the  penis,  whenever  tbe  patient  goes  to  atool,  and  without  any  special  sensation, 
pleatorable  or  otberwise,  are  frequently  described  iu  books,  but  seldom  occur  in 
practice.  It  Is  true  that  patlenta  often  make  such  statements  themsetvee,  and  hon- 
estly believe  them,  bnt  upon  a  strict  surveillance,  such  as  requiring  the  patient  to 
go  to  Elool  in  an  adjacent  room,  uid  providing  him  with  a  saitable  vessel  to  catcb 
the  seminal  discbarge,  it  will  be  found  that  such  luituiceaare  ror*. 

"  TWafntmf — The  seat  of  tbe  difficulty  in  so-called  apermatorrbcea  being  tbe 
brain,  efforts  at  amelioration  must  be  directed  to  the  latter  organ.  One  of  tbe  Gist 
things  to  be  done  is  to  penuade  or  assure  the  patient  that  bis  case  is  entirely  cura- 
ble; that  be  is  not  impotent  as  he  imagines;  and  thatiuvolualary  eousaioosaie  mt 
evidence  of  a  lota  of  vitality,  but,  in  many  Instances,  result  Ihim  a  superabundance 
of  animal  life. 

"  2d.  The  next,  and  a  very  long  step  towards  relief,  is  a  strict  watch  and  coo- 
Irol  over  tbe  "  thoughts  and  imaginatioua  of  the  heart."  This  is  not  to  be  gained 
at  once,  but  only  after  persistent  efforts,  and  may  be  much  aided  by  suitable  mental 
occapatlon,  avoidance  of  stimulants  and  other  uieans  of  dissipation,  regular  habits, 
the  society  of  ladies,  etc.,  etc. 

"3d.  The  administration  of  such  remedies  as  ore  known  to  exert  a  oilmaUn 
influence  upon  tbe  venereal  desires.  Of  ^leee  only  two  have  proved  of  any  avail 
in  my  hands,  namely — the  bromide  of  ammonium  and  the  bromide  of  potasnmiL 
Bitber  of  these  may  be  employed  in  doses  of  a  drachm,  dissolved  in  half  an.  ounce 
of  camphor  water,  on  going  to  bed. 

"  4th.  Applications  to  tbe  prostatic  portion  of  the  urethra  are  sometimes  of 
very  great  service,  but  I  am  ajmoflt  quite  convinced  that  their  effect  ia  wholly 
moral.  Tbe  simple  introduction  of  a  large  uzed  bougie  or  catheter,  a  h'o.  ten  or 
twelve,  will  be  often  followed  by  marked  improvement,  especially  if  the  snrgeoB 
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i»  Buccee^iil  Id  fmpreulnf  Its  greitt  retoedinl  vKlae  np*a  th«  mimd  of  the  pdlient. 
If  lliig  op«r»liDD  bw  bc^'n  alreadr  perfonnerf  without  any  good  effect,  the  porfr 
Mutfi'giM  or,  what  ii  still  beller,  the  catheter  sjriiige,  contaiDiDg  a  weak  solution 
of  nitrate  of  silver,  maj  be  resorted  to,  the  precaution  being  taken  Co  obtain  the 
confidence  of  the  pntlent  in  tlie  remit.  Either  of  then  means  may  be  repeated  in 
course  nf  a  few  daji  if  tba  palieot's  f^tb  has  not  been  too  much  shaken. 

"  6tl].  But  after  all.  Ibe  grand  remed;  for  this  diMrenlng-  complanrt  h  matrl- 
Biony;  and  in  an  experience  of  OKire  than  twenty  years,  I  hare  yet  to  see  a  cms 
that  has  not  been  eniirt^jt  cured  when  the  remedy  was  applied.  The  great  diK 
CQlty  i*  to  persnade  tbo  anfurtunate  sufferei  of  hia  ability  to  perform  marital  do- 
ties.  He  is  like  a  youth  upon  a  brink  of  a  stream  in  which  bis  ffellbws  are  swln*- 
ming  and  disporting  tbemeelvts,  and  calling  to  him  to  leap  in  and  sbov  bimMlf  k 
man.  He  bean  the  challege,  he  feels  the  reproach,  and  be  sees  the  ease  nitb  which 
the  neeesaoi-y  movements  are  performed;  bnt,  distnutfol  of  himedf;  be  ibrinks 
back  and  hesitates  to  moke  the  venture.  As  in  thie  case,  ao  in  the  other,  has  it 
oAen  seemed  to  me  that  if  some  one  conld  but  cone  nnawaree  bdiind  the  tremb- 
ling doubter  and  posh  him  in,  he  night  flounder  fbr  awhile  and  make  many-  in«f- 
Actual  attempts,  bnt  with  proper  ncoaragement  he  woald  ere  long^  and  soddeiriy 
as  tboughjby  magic,  obtain  the  re^nislle  self-control,  and  all  diSniUy  al  once  dip- 
appear." 

"TisicAL  OS  Uri»rt  STAMuiBitia  m  A  Fmali,  wtta  RntHnoH  or  Cbikb; 
CoiEDBT  OpEBAtioN.— In  an  article  entitled  "Stammering  In  other  Organs  besides 
the  Tongue,"  Hr.  Paget,  in  a  recent  number  of  the  Britith  lte£eal  Journal,*  calls 
attention  to  a  not  nnfreqnent  diScnlCy,  whose  essential  nature  consista  tn  a  want 
of  harmony  between  the  ^acataCory  or  ertmsor  muscle  of  tbe  bladder  and  the 
sphincter  muscle  of  the  same.  He  describes  it  as  occurring  only  In  the  male,  and 
as  mnnifesling  itself  ordi oar) I j  in  an  inability  to  empty  tbe  bladder,  eicept  under 
TCry  peculiar  circumstances,  often  of  a  moral  character,  tn  which  alone  the  patient 
bas  found  by  eipeHence  thai  tbe  sphincter  of  the  organ  will  yield  to  the  centrao- 
tlon  of  the  muscular  coaL  This  condition  baa  been  long  Rimiliar  to  surgems,  bnt 
no  one  has  heretofore  conferred  npon  it  a  definite  nante,  hence  its  non-appeamnM 
in  s}'stemalic  treatises.  But  now  that  it  is  publicly  and  satisl^todlr  christened, 
it  will  doubtless  attract  more  atienlion.  Indeed,  1  bare  been  only  awaiting  sncb 
an  introdnctiou  to  present  tbe  following  account  of  a  case,  which  it  will  be  seen, 
doee  not  belong  to  the  Clinical  Uemoranda  of  the  past  season,  and  has  been  here- 
tofore kept  out  of  print  simply  ft>r  want  of  a  name. 

"  At  one  time  I  called  the  affection  rretbriemns,  h  conseqnf  nee  of  some  points 
of  likeneas  which  it  presented  to  that  condition  of  the  vagina  denominated  by  Dt- 
Marion  Sims,  Vaginiimus,  but  this  did  not  satisfy  me  wholly.  Again,  T  called  it 
pareflis  of  the  bladder,  bnt  as  the  defective  power  In  the  muscular  coat  was  not 
positive  but  only  relative,  this  name  was  r^ected.  I  submitted  Che  question  once 
to  my  distinguished  ft-iend  and  Ibrmcr  preceptor.  Prof.  S.  D.  Gross,  H,  D.,  but  he 
denied  the  indivldnality  of  tbe  affection,  and  expressed  tbe  opinion  that  the  case 
was  one  or  hysterical  retention.  I  also  submitted  it  to  the  New  Orleans  Medical 
Association,  bat  did  not  obtain  the  assistance  that  I  reqnircd.     Wbetber  I  bare 

•Tbe  utiol*  r**n*d  te  ta  eopUd  Into  th*  StK  Orlt—t  Mtiltdl  Jmnal  hi  Jeaiury,  issl. 
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done  right  is  ct^miag  for  it  •  plKC«  under  Mr.  Ptget't  deDomination,  I  mnsl  l«KTe 
othcn  to  Jadgc.  Tbe  prineipni  objMt  I  btrt  io  lieir  tn  brinfing  it  forward  19  to 
illuEtral«  tbe  difflcaltiM  which  am  not  nnfVcqnently  enconntered  in  making  a  cor- 
rect diagnosiB. 

"  Hitlcry — The  paUent  was  an  nnmarried  lad;,  aged  eighteen,  eent  to  me  From 
an  adjoining  Stale  bj  ber&mil]'  pbjiician,  with  the  following  history: 

"  '  I  saw  Hat  Q.  for  the  Grat  time  in  October,  18S1.  She  was  then  liiburing 
under  forer,  pun  in  the  region  of  the  left  kidney  extending  down  the  correspond- 
ing thigb,  great  irritabilitjr  of  the  bladder,  and  ijnpathetic  distDrbanee  of  the  di. 
gMtive  organs.  I  was  told  that  two  months  prerionsly  she  had  received  an  injury 
of  tbe  back  by  tbe  upsetting  of  a  carriage,  and  bad  tbe  symptoois  Just  enamerated, 
fant  was  soon  relieTed  of  alt  except  the  vesical  irritability.  The  case  waa  n^garded 
u  one  of  inSammatioD  of  the  left  kidney,  witb  sympathetic  disturbance  of  the 
bladder.  Tbe  nrine  waa  very  Tariable  aa  to  quantity  and  quality,  bot  was  gener- 
ally loaded  wit^  mucus,  very  offensive  and  acid.  With  the  decline  of  the  fever 
there  was  no  improTement  in  the  condition  of  the  bladder,  which  oontinued  linta- 
ble  withoat  tbe  power  of  emptying  itself  the  constant  nse  of  the  catheter  being 
nqnired.  This  state  of  thing*  continued  until  the  following  April,  about  Sre 
months,  when,  under  the  oie  of  tonics,  antispasmodics,  cold  bath,  etc.,  her  genenU 
hesJtb  improTed,  and  she  was  able  to  nrinate  without  tbe  use  of  the  catheter. 

"  'From  this  time  until  November,  1865,  a  period  of  more  than  three  years, 
she  eqjoyed  tolerable  good  health,  complaining,  bowerer,  more  or  less,  at  diflerent 
times,  of  pain  in  tbe  left  side  and  thigh,  nod  uneasiness  in  tbe  region  of  the  blad- 
der, and  difficulty  in  urinating.  About  the  time  lost  mentioned  she  again  lost  the 
power  to  micturate,  and  bb  I  failed  to  afford  her  any  relief  alter  a,  few  weeks  trial, 
I  Mnt  her  to  New  Orleans. 

"'During  all  my  acqoaintance  with  tbe  patient,  her  menstruation  has  been 
regular  and  bealtby.  She  has  tequeuUy  suffered  from  intermittent  fofer,  rh^i- 
matic  pains,  and  croupy  colds;  and  in  view  of  her  strong  family  tendency  to  rben- 
uatism,  I  have  been  inclined  to  believe  that  her  urinary  troubles  arose  from  this 
■onrce.  Tbe  urethra  bss  all  along  been  tender,  and  the  introduction  of  the  cathe- 
ter was  frequently  attended  with  great  Boflering.' " 

"Miss  G.  came  under  my  care  in  ]>ecember,  1866.  Her  genenl  health  was 
much  impaired  by  protracted  suffering  and  frequent  attacks  of  intermittent  fern-; 
and  in  consequence  of  weakness  and  pain  in  her  left  hip  and  thigh,  she  was  una- 
ble to  walk.  Sbe  waa  of  a  saDgaineo-oervouB  teinperament,  but  had  become  ac- 
customed io  confinement,  and  manifested  no  great  desire  to  leave  her  couch.  The 
oretlira  was  sensitive,  and  the  introduction  of  tbe  catheter  attended  with  consider- 
able pain.  The  nrine  generally  presented  a  healthy  appearance,  but  was  some- 
times mixed  with  mucus,  and  when  allowed  to  accumulate  in  the  bladder  to  the 
amount  of  more  than  eight  or  ten  ounces,  produced  great  distress.  Judging  from 
the  stream  of  watM  as  it  flowed  from  the  catheter,  the  expulsive  power  of  the  blad- 
der seemed  to  be  somewhat  diminished,  but,  as  may  be  well  understood,  this  wit 
a  very  difficult  point  to  determine.  As  the  secretion  of  nrine  was  not  very  abund- 
ant the  use  of  tbe  catheter  three  times  a  day  sufficed  to  keep  her  comfortable ;  and 
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it  maj  be  ivelt  to  mention  tbnt  she  had  iMver  employed  the  iDBtrament  henelf  and 
peiBiHteiitlf  relbied  to  leara  bow  to  introdnct  it. 

"  The  delermiDing  canae  of  tbe  rclentioa  not  being  apparent,  bat  auipectiag  it 
to  be  hyeUrkal,  I  directed  mj  efforts  intmediaUl;  to  tbe  improveniept  of  ber  gen- 
eral conditioD,  and  by  meant  of  tonic*  and  geoeroiu  diet  90od  ncceeded  in  build- 
ing up  ber  etrengtb.  In  tbe  tneanUme,  1  gentlj  otuttriied  tbe  nretbra  ft«m  tine 
to  time,  and  applied  eitract  of  belladonna  to  the  Taginal  BOrbce  of  tbe  caosl,  with 
tbe  effect  of  diminisbing  the  BensitivenecB  of  tbe  lining  membrane,  but  without  pra- 
ducing  an;  imprcaeion  opoo  tbe  real  trouble.  I  now  made  a  tboroogb  eiploration 
of  the  interior  of  tbe  bladder,  but  dUcovered  notlung  beyond  an  minatnral  degree 
of  seDBitiTeness  of  the  anterior  wall.  Suspecting  that  there  mi^t  possibly  be  a 
cltcumBcribed  chronic  iDfiammation  of  tbe  oi^d  iu  this  locality,  I  injected  a  loln- 
tion  of  nitrate  of  Bilrer,  ten  and  twenty  gndni  to  the  ounce  of  water,  directing 
tbe  ayringe  toward  tbe  anterior  wall.  Tbla  wm  repeated  sererel  times,  g^ie  rise- 
to  no  great  saffertng,  but  accomplished  no  appreciable  good. 

"Having  now  thoroughly  satisfied  myself  that  no  organic  discMe  existed,  I  re- 
curred to  my  original  impression,  that  the  ease  waa  one  of  hysteria,  and  treated  11 
accordingly,  but  eicept  that  now  and  then  during  ttie  defecation  there  would  be  m 
sadden  flow  and  an  equally  sudden  stoppage  of  tbe  urine,  no  improTement  fol- 
lowed. At  tbe  end  of  fire  weeks  ibe  returned  borne,  her  general  health  almost 
entirely  restored,  but  still  obliged  to  bare  the  catheter  introduced  three  times  a  day. 

"After  tbe  lapse  of  three  montbi,  say,  Id  April,  1868,  she  came  to  me  again, 
ber  general  health  broken  as  before,  and  the  local  aflbction  wholly  unchanged.  I 
pat  her  upon  bark  and  iron,  ordered  a  liberal  diet,  and  she  again  rapidly  improred. 
I  now  watcbed  her  more  closely  than  ever,  interrogated  her  in  regard  to  erery  io- 
flueuce,  moral  and  physical,  that  could  by  possibility  give  rise  to  tbe  state  of  things 
that  existed,  hut  utterly  foiled  to  obtain  tbe  slightest  clue.  I  tried  systematically 
to  make  a  diagnosis  by  delusion;  sunimoned  tbe  sereral  affectiona  in  tbe  long 
catalogue  of  known  Cftusee  of  retention  and  brought  them  one  by  one  to  trial,  bat 
with  no  lietter  success.  I  called  io  the  aid  of  my  distinguished  colleague.  Professor 
Stone,  whose  skill  in  diagnosis  is  not  exceeded  by  that  of  any  one  I  erer  knew, 
but  although  he  fully  appreciated  the  existing  condition,  he  could  not  discover  any 
satisfactory  cause. 

"  As  tbe  case  now  stood,  the  vbole  dilSculty  seemed  to  consist  in  a  want  of 
proper  balance  between  thesphtncter  and  the  muscularcoat  of  the  bladder.  Whether 
there  was  an  excessive  dcTelopmcnl  of  power  in  the  sphincter,  or  a  diminolion  in 
that  of  the  mnscuUr  tuoic,  I  could  not  positiTcly  determine,  but  it  was  quite  eri- 
deot  that  tbe  orgao  could  empty  itself  quite  thoroughly  if  tbe  eiceeeiTe  contrac- 
tion of  the  sphincter  was  OTercome.  To  this  end,  therefore,  I  addressed  my  efforts, 
and  began  by  dilating  the  uretbra  by  means  of  graduated  bougies.  This  was  con- 
tinued only  a  few  days,  wben,  in  consequence  of  the  apparent  suffering  of  tbe  pa- 
tient and  the  reslBtance  which  she  made,  I  was  compelled  to  desist.  But  one  other 
resource  presented  itself,  which  was  to  incise  the  urethra  including  the  neck  of  the 
bladder.  This  I  resolved  upon  at  ones,  and  the  next  day,  the  patient  being  under 
the  influence  of  chloroform,  1  introduced  a  grooved  director,  and  with  a  probe- 
pointed  bistoury  divided  tbe  whole  thickness  of  tbe  upper  or  anterior  wall-of  tlia  r 
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untbrft  from  the  neck  at  the  blndder  to  the  eilenul  mMtiu.  A  large^ized  ckUh- 
ter  WM  then  introdnccd,  &nd  irorn  for  three  or  four  days,  when  the  patient  fband, 
to  ber  (Treat  joj,  tb«t  ahe  could  empi;  her  bladder  without  the  instmnieiif,  tni 
tberelbre  laid  it  uide.  At  first  conriderable  effort  was  Tcqnired  and  the  nrine 
Bowed  off  ilowlj,  but  there  wm  au  evident  ImproremeDt  da;  hj  daj.  Dnforta- 
uUel;,  in  le«i  than  a  week  from  the  time  of  the  operation,  the  was  aeited  with  aa 
atrocloas  intermittent  foTei,  which  resitted  treatment  for  not  lesa  than  twentj  or 
twentf-flve  days,  when,  npoo  being  removed  to  her  home,  she  recovered  quia 
rapid]]'.  Dnrtng  this  time  she  cantinned  to  urinate,  although  with  eomo  effbit, 
bnt  with  the  snbiidence  of  the  fever,  the  bladder  recovered  lU  tone  and  no  btitlier 
difficulty  was  experienced.  It  has  now  been  nearly  three  years  since  the  perform- 
ance of  the  operation,  and  up  to  last  accounts,  only  a  few  mouths  since,  there  bad 
been  no  relapse. 

"Semarki. — What  was  the  nature  of  this  case  ori{;inall7  I  am  nnable  to  deter- 
mine, but  fhjm  the  history  it  seems  probable  that  it  was  a  peri^nephritia,  whidi, 
although  not  a  common  affection,  and,  so  br  at  I  am  aware,  not  mentioned  in  sys- 
tematic works  on  medicine,  is  oecasioaally  met  with  in  practice~-a  case  being  at 
the  present  time  under  my  advice.  However  this  may  tie,  there  evidently  existed 
at  a  subsequent  period,  an  Irritability  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder  with  spasmodic 
contraction  of  the  same.  This  continuing  lOi  some  time  seems  to  bare  resulted  in 
an  unnatural  development,  a  slight  hytertrophy,  of  the  sphincter  mnscle.  The 
irritability  having  passed  off,  the  neck  of  the  bladder  was  left  in  this  condition, 
while  on  the  other  hand,  the  organ  having  been  for  some  time  daily  emptied  by 
means  of  a  catheter,  had  lost  somewhat  of  its  normal  tonicity.  The  muscular  tonic 
was  therefore  unable  to  overcome  the  increasedpowerof  the  sphincter,  except  occa- 
sionally, when  the  latter  was  off  its  guaitk,  as  during  defecation,  it  would  adaJt 
the  passage  of  a  stream  of  urine  for  an  instant  or  more.  Snch  at  least  was  my 
reasoning  and  coucluslon  in  the  matter,  and  the  resnlt  of  the  operatioa  in  a  meas- 
ure confirms  the  diagnosis." 


HYGIENE,  IN  ITS  RELATIONS  TO  THERAPEUSIS— A  PA- 
PER READ  BEFORE  THE  NEW  YORK  MEDICAL  JODE- 

NAL  ASSOCIATION.       

BY  ALFRED  CABKOLL,  M.  D., 

Hanbor  of  tha  NiUonal  UiUtal*  ot  LelMn  ead  8elM«a,  OanHfaadlnc  Maubv  ef  lb*  Ojas- 

colef  lol  SocMj  of  Boaton,  etc 

Dr.  Carroll  has  produoed  here  a  suggesUre  little  work,  which  all 
the  youDg  members  of  the  profession  may  read  with  advuitage,  fbr 
although,  as  he  remarks,  the  pnotisiDg  phyeieian  is  seldom  called  fbt 
antil  the  period  of  preTontion  is  past  and  active  disease  is  before  hia, 
still  in  the  management  of  disease,  a  knowledge  of  many  of  the  prit> 
oiplea  of  hygiene  is  essential  to  success.    In  the  limits  of  a  un^ 
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ftddreaa,  like  the  one  before  ns,  all  that  the  author  could  attempt  wu 
eimpiy  to  indicate  the  points  to  be  kept  in  view  by  the  practitioner, 
without  going  into  details  in  regard  to  any.  If  he  has  presaed  the 
,  claims  of  hygiene  with  more  ardor  than  physieiana  generally  would 
approve,  it  must  be  remembered  that  thie  is  the  error  into  which  we 
are  prone  to  run  when  one  idea  has  possession  of  the  mind.  The  pre- 
jodtoe  of  the  tanner  in  favor  of  leather  as  the  best  material  for  forti- 
fying bis  town,  IB  a  very  natural  one.  Paracelius  appears  to  Dr.  Car- 
roll as  the  "prince  of  quacks,"  because  he  underrated  the  remedial 
excellence  of  the  via  medicatrix  naturce,  and  insisted  on  autagoniiiog 
dieease  with  active  dn^.  Now,  according  to  our  views,  both  drugs 
and  the  curative  powers  of  nature  are  valuable  in  medical  practice. 
Neither  is  to  be  dispensed  with,  nor  either  one  more  than  the  other. 
Paracelsua  iusisted  too  much  on  active  medication.  Br.  Carroll,  per- 
haps, would  rely  too  much  on  hygiene.  Hediciues,  unquestionably  may 
be  abused ;  but  is  there  not  some  danger  of  estimating  their  power  too 
low?  By  all  means  let  ns  accomplish  all  that  can  be  done  by  the  cura- 
tive energies  that  reside  in  all  living  bodies,  but  let  us,  at  the  same 
time,  avoid  the  error  of  bringing  our  materia  medica  into  discredit. 
While  regarding  "nature  as  the  great  active  verb,  and  drugs,  as  at 
best,  auxiliaries,  only  aiding,  not  giving  the  fall  meaning,"  we  must 
not  forget  that  the  auxiliaries  are  as  essential  as  the  principals,  and 
that  there  are  cases  in  which  the  active  power  is  sometimes  exerted  in 
favor  of  disease  rather  than  of  restoration.  It  is  by  do  means  true 
of  all  disorders,  that  their  tendency  is  to  a  healthy  terminatioo. 

Dr.  Carroll  divides  diseases  into  three  classes:  1.  Those  which  may 
be  treated  by  drugs  exclusively,  unaided  by  hygiene.  These,  be  thinks, 
are  few,  and  are  cases  of  poisoning,  of  mechanical  obetruction,  &c. 
2,  Those  requiring  drugs  and  hygienic  agents  combined,  neither  of 
themselves  being  sufficient.  To  this  class  he  refers  most  diseases. 
And,  3.  Those  which  may  be  treated  to  hygienic  measures  alone. 
This  is  a  large  class,  and  embraoes  not  the  self-limiting  diseases,  but 
nearly  all  functional  disorders,  and  the  oomplaints  arising  from  de- 
ranged nutrition. 

Practical  medicine  has  derived  signal  aid  from  the  discoveries  of 
modern  physiologists  concerning  the  process  of  assimilation.  One 
part  of  the  body  may  be  starved,  while  the  system  generally  is  amply 
nonrished — some  element  of  food  being  absent  which  is  necessary  to 
its  nutrition.  Husole  may  luflfer  inanition,  while  the  fatty  parts  of  the 
body  receive  sufficient  aliment.    The  brain  la  starved  if  phiMphonii  is  i 
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withheld,  and  the  blood  is  impoverished  if  the  neoessar;  sslts  uc  nst 
supplied,  though  the  muscleB  are  Airnished  vith  the  requisite  nitrogen. 
Disease  involres,  in  most  eases,  either  "  defeetive  supply  or  aBsisiili- 
tioa,  or  else  ezcesaiTe  waste  of  one  or  more  of  the  essential  elcmeott" 
of  the  system.  The  indication  of  onre  is  either  to  increase  the  snpplj 
or  to  diminish  the  waste.  Upon  our  ability  to  fnlfiU  it  depeods  laigelj 
our  success  aa  practitioners  of  medicine.  An  indication  of  the  hi^ust 
value,  in  such  cases,  is  not  nnfreqaently  the  longing  of  the  patient  fat 
some  article  of  diet.  This,  as  Dr.  Carroll  jnstly  remarks,  is  often  "the 
still  small  voice  of  some  suffering  tiasne,  urging  its  want£  above  thost 
of  its  fellows."  This  is  a  principle  never  to  be  overlooked  in  piae- 
tice. 

The  opposite  mode  of  dietic  treatment  has  not  been  practiced  vitb 
the  same  success,  though  there  are  diseases  in  which  its  neceaity  ii 
still  insisted  upon.  Rt^men  is  held  to  ba  of  the  utmost  importaace 
in  glycosuria.  It  may  be  important  in  other  morbid  conditions,  but  tfat 
process  is  too  nearly  akin  to  the  irral»onal  eura  famU  uf  the  ancients 
ever  to  obtain  much  footing  with  the  physician  again.  The  "atam- 
tion  diet"  of  Qalen  will  never  be  revived,  any  more  than  ib.e  restric- 
tion of  dropsical  patients  to  solid  food.  But  in  rheumatism,  where  lac- 
tie  acid  abounds  in  the  system,  it  may  be  proper  to  avoid  vegetables 
which  are  converted  into  that  acid  by  fermentation. 

The  suggestions  of  our  autiior  on  the  sutjeot  of  ventilation  and 
exercise  are  jadicioue^  but  he  seems  to  us  to  he  in  more  dread  of  over- 
doing the  matter  in  respect  to  exercise  than  there  is  occasion  for. 
Some  young  men,  doubtless,  carry  their  gymnastic  feats  too  far.  Dis- 
ease of  the  heart  may  result  irom  violent  exertion.  But  thonsands 
die  of  disease  resulting  ttonk  inaction,  whore  one  dies  from  overexer- 
tion. The  thing  to  be  insisted  upon,  especially  with  the  female  native 
of  society,  is  exercise.  This  is  the  great  want  of  most  females.  In- 
sufficient exercise  is  the  root  of  most  of  their  ailments.  We  hail  rol- 
ler-skating as  an  invention  which  promises  them  incalculable  blessings. 
It  is  the  greatest  benefaction,  in  our  judgment,  conferred  upon  the  sex 
in  modern  times.  A  more  robust  race  of  women,  we  have  no  donbtt 
will  appear  in  the  next  generation  in  consequence  of  the  iBtxodnetiog 
of  this  pleasing  exercise. 

Dr.  Carroll  is  no  fViend  to  darkened  chambers  for  the  mok.  Light 
is  essential  to  development— to  health;  and  recovery  is  aocelerated  by 
its  influence.  Sunlight,  he  insiets,  should  be  flreety  admitted  into  tha 
rooms  of  the  siok  and  oonvaleseent,  except  where  there  >■  tliiniin  of 
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the  eyes  or  brais.  ClorcniB,  ssrofula,  in  a  word,  all  sffeotions  char- 
acter! aed  by  deficieacf  of  vital  power,  demand  light 

The  coirectDess  of  all  this  will  not  be  questioned,  but  we  are  not 
prepared  to  accept  the  prinoiple  upon  which  the  practice  is  based. 
"We  doabt  whether  it  is  owing  to  iron  in  the  sud'a  raje  that  the  light 
of  the  sun  is  so  necessary  to  health,  and  so  instnuBental  <7ften  in  its 
recovery.  Is  there  any  "  vapor  of  iron  "  in  the  solar  spectrnm  ?  What 
are  the  constituents  of  the  anu?  is  another  question.  That  body  may 
consist  largely  of  iron,  but  the  Taporkation  of  that  metal,  and  its 
transmission  in  the  solar  raya  to  the  earth,  through  the  cold  space 
which  they  trnrerse,  may  be  well  questioned.  It  has  been  affirmed 
that  light,  if  it  possessed  the  billionth  part  of  a  grain  of  metal  iner- 
tia, would  be  eauly  detected  by  delicate  balanees.  The  vapor  of  iron 
could  hardly  impinge  upon  them  without  giving  evidenoe  of  its  pres- 
ence. We  doubt,  therefore,  the  truth  of  the  remark  of  Pr.  Forbes 
Winslow,  "that  the  iron  vapor  detected  in  the  sun's  beams"  is  the 
agent  which  effeote  such  ehangee  in  the  color  of  planto  and  animals 
brought  out  of  darkness  into  the  light  of  the  sun.  We  hav«  no  faith 
ID  the  hypothesis  that  iron  thus  makes  its  way  into  the  general  circn- 
latjon. 

But  wo  have  not  space  or  time  for  the  pursuit  of  such  speculations. 
The  little  work  before  ns  is  practical  in  its  character,  and  we  recom- 
mend it  to  our  readers  as  one  which  points  ont  a  profitable  line  of 
study. 


MISCELLANY. 


ON  THE  PATHOGENESIS  AND  TREATMENT  OF  STERILI- 
TY IN  THE  HUMAN  FEMALE. 

BY  WK.  C.  ROBBRTS,  M.  X>.,  OF  NBW  TOEK. 

In  May  last,  I  read  before  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine  a 

fiaper  on  the  causes  of  sterility  in  either  sez,  based  mainly  upon  physi- 
ogical  relations. 

Snbeeqvently,  Dr.  Kammercr  read  &  paper  on  the  pathological 
conditions  causing  sterility,  based  upon  a  review  of  four  hundred  and 
eight  cases,  two  hundred  uimI  one  of  which  had  oooorred  in  his  own, 
and  two  hundred  and  aeven  in  clinical  praotice  (TVomi.  JV.  J*.  Ac.  of 
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Med.,  to).  Ill,  p.  7).  Those  oBsea,  which  ambrftowd  the  onmerovt 
descents,  deviations,  and  diaeasea  to  whioh  the  atente  end  its  sppeod- 
ages  are  liable,  were  treated  with  more  or  lese  anccess,  according  to 
the  uBusI  methods ;  the  proportion  of  success,  so  far  as  the  removal 
of  the  Bteritit;  was  concerned,  being  about  one-third  of  the  cases 
treated.  One  case  in  particular,  however,  deserves  to  be  mentioned 
(No.  twelve);  <Aat  of  a  woman  whose  inner  vterine  orifice  w«s  dila- 
ted nt  one  seseion  just  after  menBtmation,  and  who  conceived,  after  ■ 
barrenness  of  four  years,  immediately  after;  whether  prep ter  ftoe,  can 
not  perhaps  be  exactly  determined.  The  physiological  oauses  of  ster- 
ility are  not  alluded  ta  in  Dr.  K.'a  paper,  unless  iadeed  the  dilatations 
of  the  uterine  ortSoes  were  intended  to  allow  of  an  easier  admiasion 
of  the  BpermatOEOa  to  the  cavity  of  the  ntarus;  and  the  intrm-Qterin* 
injections  employed  to  remove  the  nozionsoeBs  of  the  secrelioos. 
In  the  paper  which  I  read  before  the  Academy,  I  showed: 

1.  That  the  generative  apparatus  of  both  sexes  must  be  in  a 
healthy  conditiao.  In  the  male,  the  penis  moat  be  capable  of  «rectioD 
and  ejacnlatien,  and  of  emitting  healthy  aemen. 

In  the  female,  tbe  ntems  and  its  appendages  mast  exist,  and  be 
perfect;  the  ovaries  contain  fecnndible  ova;  the  tubes  be  pervious,  the 
luiing  membrane  cf  tbe  cavity  and  neck  healthy,  and  the  oa  uteri  ex- 
temnm  and  iatenium,  hymen  and  vagina  perviouB. 

2.  That  it  was  by  no  moans  necessary  that  there  sfaonid  exist,  at 
the  moment  of  coitus,  any  orgasm  on  the  part  of  the  female,  or  a 
complete  introition  of  the  male  organ  infra  vaffinum;  a  very  slight 
peri-vnWnlar  congressus  depositing  the  semen  upon  the  vulva,  sufficing 
for  impr^oation. 

3.  The  ripe  graa£aa  vesicle,  secreted  either  just  before,  daring, 
«r  after  menstmation,  and  even,  though  not  often,  during  the  inter- 
menstrual period,  must,  in  some  part  of  its  course  into  the  uterus, 
come  into  direct  and  immediate  contact  with  one  or  more  living  sper- 
tnatozoa,  in  order  to  be  fecundated. 

4.  Semen  oontuna,  u  it«  moBtimportantoonstitnent,  animaleulet, 
spermatic  cells,  loospermes,  spermasotoa,  or  coids,  as  they  are  Tari- 
ouslv  called  according  to  the  idea  which  is  formed  of  their  oKtoie. 
In  the  field  of  the  microscope,  they  are  seen  to  move  about  with  vary- 
ing activity,  and  whether  or  not  tfaay  be  endowed  with  true  vitali^, 
life,  or  be  or  be  not  organised  animals,  which  last  Beems  generally  now 
to  be  believed,  their  volition  is  seemingly  directed  by  instinct,  tow- 
wards,  and  in  spite  of  all  obstacles,  the  ovum  which  they  are  to  im- 
pregnate. In  a  natural  temperature,  they  live  for  forty-eight  or  sev- 
enty-two hours;  are  found  living  even  in  the  cadaver,  after  twenty- 
four  hours,  and  in  bitches  have  been  seen  to  move  seven  or  eight  days 
after  copulation.  Acids,  urine,  electricity,  strychnia,  narcotics,  and 
oertain  vagino-uterine  secretions  destroy  them;  bat  of  this  last  here- 
after. Probably  they  are  reproduced;  they  are  certainly  nourished: 
strange  creatures,  which,  bj  union  with  an  ovule,  are  capable  of  com> 
municating  to  it,  not  only  the  physical  resemblance,  hut  the  tempera- 
ment and  constitutioQ  of  the  parent.  They  appear  in  the  semen  at 
puberty;  are  found  afterwatdi  at  all  periods  of  life;  and  in  men  of 
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adTUDced  &g«  (eif^^-two)  have  been  foand  as  nnnraronB  as  in  the 
adalt. 

4.  The  material  0 on taot  of  tlie  aemen  and  the  ovale,  both  anima- 
ted by  their  Tttaiity,  and  perfect  in  themselveB,  is  the  eesential  oondi- 
tion  of  fecHDdatioD,  and  the  intimate  fusion  of  these  two  elements  is 
alone  capable  of  giving  birth  to  the  new  being.  If  any  ob$taek  im- 
pedes tlie  immediate  oortaot  of  tbe  two  germs,  conception  on  the  part 
«f  the  female  is  impossible.  Upon  an  acenrata  knowledge  in  reganl  to 
these  caoses  depends  the  Bacoessfal  treatment  or  eare  of  sterility. 

&.  The  *zttra  ttminalit  alone  is  insnffioient.  Filtered  semen  is 
«qaally  so.    No  part  of  the  semen  but  the  animalonles  suffices. 

6.  The  fecundating  power  of  the  animalcnles  seems  connected 
with  (heir  vitality,  for  it  diminiBhes,  and  is  completely  extiugaished 
with  their  movements.  Semen  ta  infecandible  without  living  eperma- 
toxoa;  and  it  is  certain,  however  ^ey  enter  it,  that  tbe^  get  within 
Uie  Titelline  membrane  of  the  ovule,  and  have  been  seen  in  immediate 
contact  with  the  yolk,  when  they  part  company  and  disappear  by  lique- 

7.  The  merest  drop  of  a  high  dilation  of  the  semen  of  a  frog, 
directly  applied  to  the  egg  of  the  female,  snffiees  to  fecuDdate;  hut 
more  than  one  spermatoioid  is  required.  Two  bandied  and  fifty-five, 
in  the  experiments  of  Prevost  and  Dumas,  impregnated  sixty  eggs  out 
of  three  hundred. 

8.  Neither  the  movemente  of  the  vibratory  cilia,  nor  an  aspira* 
tory  Bpasm,  nor  oaptllatity,  can  account  for  the  progression  of  the 
spermatoEoa.  It  is  to  their  own  motility,  and  to  their  power  of  over- 
coming obstacles,  that  this  is  wholly  due.  The  passage  of  the  sperma- 
toKoa  from  ^e  uterus  into  the  tubes  occupies  eight  to  ten  hours;  ar- 
rived at  the  free  extremity  of  the  tube,  ^ey  reach  to,  or  upon  the 
ovary,  by  means  of  the  fimbria  which  unite  the  ipavtllon  to  that  or- 
gan. If  there  they  meet  with  a  mature  ovule,  fecundation  may  result. 
Twenty  or  thirty  minutes  are  required  to  enable  them  to  enter  the 
uterus.  The  tubes  take  fVgm  two  to  six  days  to  transmit  the  detached 
ovule  to  the  uterus,  where,  if  previously  fecundated,  or  when  fecunda- 
ted, it  stops  and  is  developed,  embedded  in  deeidua.  If  not,  it  es- 
capes with  the  deeidua  in  ten  or  twelve  days,  or  at  the  end  of  men- 
stmatioD.  The  period  most  favorable  for  imptegnation,  then,  is  im- 
mediately before,  or  during,  or  soon  after  menstruation  ceases.  The 
flow  of  menstrual  blood  does  not  impede,  but  rather  accelerates  the 
progress  of  the  spermatozoa.  But  bow  are  we  to  account  for  fecunda- 
tion during  inter -menstrual  periods,  ustess  we  suppose  that  ooition 
hastens  the  development  and  detachment  of  a  mature  ovum  ?  Fecund- 
ation and  coition  are  separated  at  least  for  the  time  which  is  required 
for  the  spermatoEoa  to  pass  through  the  uterus  and  tubes,  and  reveals 
itself  by  no  special  signs.  A  single  act  of  coitus  may  suffice  for  im- 
pregnation, of  which  many  instances  are  known.  If,  now,  we  attempt 
to  assign  the  causes  of  infecundlty  from  a  physiological  point  of 
view,  we  shall  find  that  men  are  infecands  because  they  are  impotent 
or  aspermatio,  i.  e.,  incapable  of  erection  or  ejaculation;  and  even 
when  capable  of  emission,  are  aspermatocoio,  that  is,  secrete  a  semeajij 
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or  flnid  which  contains  eit^Ler  no  or  no  living  aperm&toio&.  Ettnochf 
poeaeBB  for  awhile  an  incomplete  power  of  erection  and  an  ejacalatim 
which  muet  be  KBpermatoEoic,  wnioh  for  the  tack  of  the  atimuliu  of 
Tenereal  appetite,  they  gradually  lose.  Impotence  ia  not  Deoessarilj 
aSBOciated  with  either  aapermatiBin  or  aBpermatoioa.  It  is  aometiiaet 
purely  uervons,  and  when  cured,  the  power  of  feoni>dation  may  exist 
or  retarn.  It  oooars  among  the  newly  married  and  in  the  old.  Btt 
very  old  men  are  not  aecesaarily  infecund,  as  we  have  seen,  sad  the 
caee  of  old  Parr  is  in  point.  The  only  way  in  which  aapenaatoxoa  can 
be  positively  ascertained,  is  by  submitting  the  semen  to  the  raicro- 
'  scope  soon  after  its  emiasion. 

Bat  it  ia  chiefly  with  infeeandity  in  the  female  that  we  are  con- 
eerned,  and  allowing  that  there  ia  no  fault  in  the  geneiative  faculty  «f 
the  male,  it  behooves  us  to  inquire  into  its  causes.  Admitting  that  do 
physical  defect  of  organiim  oooun  in  hei,  and  that,  as  we  so  often  see, 
she  is  robuBt,  healthy,  menitruatea  more  or  less  perfectly,  and  ia  tree 
from  organic  uterine  malformation  or  disease,  why  is  it  that  the  sper- 
matozoa do  not  reach  and  fecundate  her  ova?  Ill-health  ma;,  I  think, 
possibly  prevent  this  from  occnrrisg,  by  impairing  the  fecundity  of 
the  ova,  or  faults  in  the  ovary  or  ova  may  have  a  Bimilar  effect.  Dya- 
menorrhoaa,  though  often  aasooiatad  with  infeoandity,  does  not  neces- 
sarily cause  it,  and  the  reason  of  the  association  ia  probably  purely  a 
mechanical  one.  The  cause  which  prevents  the  easy  escape  of  the 
mcnsea,  and  renders  it  painful,  may  equal  lypreveut  the  access  of  aper- 
matoioa  to  the  uterus,  tubes,  and  ovaria.     To  these  we  shall  presently 

But  these  are  not  the  only  causes  for  iufecundtty  on  the  part  of 
the  woman.  There  is  another  and  a  principal  one,  to  which  paasng 
allusion  may  be  fonod  in  authors,  but  it  has  by  do  one  been  bo  mark- 
edly assigned*  and  soienttficftlly  considered  as  by  Donne,  and  onr 
couDtryman,  Dr.  Sims,  to  whom  Surgery  and  Science  are  alike  both 
deeply  indebted. 

1  allude  to  the  datmcHon  of  the  ^>ennatoxoa  by  the  vidation  or  pe- 
culiar constitution  of  the  vagino-uterine  seoredons,  by  which  fecunda- 
tion is  rendered  impossible. 

In  Donne's  "  Court  de  Microtcopie,"  &o.,  the  work  of  a  lealou, 
eaudouB,  and  candid  observer,  we  find  much  that  ia  iateresting  and  im- 
portant on  this  suttjeot.  Acetic  acid  instantly  kills  the  spennatoioa,  but 
leaves  them  perfectly  intact  for  years.  Blood  and  milk  exert  upon 
them  no  deleterious  infioence,  saliva  kills  them  rapidly,  urine  instantly. 
Pub  and  the  miteo-puru/etU  matter  of  uterine  leueorrhma  does  nof  afieet 
them  by  its  contact.  They  live  perfectly  well  in  the  mnens  secreted 
by  the  i^ina  in  a  normal  state,  which  is  slightly  aeid ;  but,  and  this 
observatjon  is  most  important,  the  acidity  of  the  moeu  sooreted  by 
the  vagina  becomes  such  in  some  cbcumstaDOCS,  as  when  there  is  con- 
gestion, acute  irritation,  or  inflammation  of  this  organ,  that  the  loo- 
spermes  teem  utiable  ta  live  in  it  more  than  a  few  momenta.  He 
has  even  seen  them,  paTticularly,  give  no  s^n  of  life,  in  less  than  two 
nuDutes,  in  the  vagiiul  mucus  of  a  woman  of  twenty-two,  affected  witfc 
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an  extremely  acid  diBoharge.     "Can  thia,  tfaen,"  t>0Dn4  says,  "beeon- 
sidered  as  the  canae  of  ateritity  in  aome  women?" 

Vaginal  mucus  is  white,  opaque,  creamj,  not  viscid,  and  alwayi 
acid.  Uterine  mucus,  od  the  contrary,  is  transparent,  stringy,  tena-- 
cioas,  )ike  albnmen,  sometimea  clouded  with  purulent  matter,  but  al- 
ways alkaline,  turuing  litmuB  paper  blue,  whilat^  the  mucus  of  the  va- 
gina always  reddens  it 

The  action  of  this  (uterine  mucus  on  the  animalcules,  varies  no- 
ODTcling  to  circumBtancea.  Generally  t)M  spermatoioa  brought  into 
contact  with  nt«rine  mucua  do  not  snffar.  But  certain  kindi  of  uterine 
mueu*  kill  the  animalcules  with  the  greatest  rapidity.  Nor  ia  this  mu- 
ens  distinguished  from  others  by  any  appreciable  characteristic,  micro- 
scopic or  otherwise,  beiq|  either  pnre  and  transparent  or  opaque.  An 
exoesB  of  alkali  seems  to  he  the  only  probable  cause  of  its  defeterious- 
nesB,  litmns  paper  becoming  instantaneously  intensely  blue. 

No  possible  means  of  ascertaining  the  fact  seems  to  exist,  except 
that  of  submitting  the  spermatoioa  to  the  action  of  uterine  mucus  of 
various  kinds  or  qualities.  "Do  not,"  sajrs  Sonn^,  "the  facts  related 
lead  to  the  belief  that  alterations  of  the  vaginal  and  uterine  secretions 
play  an  important  part  in  causing  sterility,  by  killing  the  feoundating 
liquid ;  and  is  not  some  light  thrown  on  its  hitherto  obscure  causes, 
and  a  suggestion  made  of  a  rational  and  efficacious  remedy?" 

It  Is  but  doing  simple  justice  to  our  countryman.  Dr.  J.  M.  Sims, 
to  say  that  he  is  the  first  aAoog  us  to  revive  those  ideas,  and  give  to 
them  a  practical  application  (On  Mic.  in  Ding,  and  Treat  of  Sterility, 
' K.  Y.  Med.  JouT.,  Jan.,  1869).  In  this  paper  he  lays  it  down;  1st, 
we  must  have  spermatozoa  in  the  semen ;  2d,  they  must  enter  the  nte- 
ro-cervicnl  canal;  3d,  the  state  of  the  secretions  must  be  favorable  to 
their  vitality.  In  the  abseace  of  the  second  of  these  conditioBS  only 
is  any  operation  to  be  thought  of.  How  are  these  facts  to  be  ascer- 
tained? By  examining  the  condition  of  the  vaginal  and  uterine  secre- 
tions after  coition.  A  little  of  each  is  to  be  withdrawn  with  a  syringe,  and 
placed  under  the  microscope ;  and  to  do  this  accurately,  the  fluid  must 
he  retained  for  some  time  after  in  the  vagina.  He  thinks  the  best 
period  for  making  the  investigation  is  the  fifth  or  sixth  day  after  the 
menstrual  flow.  Dr.  Sims,  in  one  respect,  differs  from  Donne.  He 
says,  "the  vaginal  (normal)  mucus,  by  its  natural  acidity,  kills  very 
quickly  every  Bpormatesoon,  and  seems  to  be  a  perfect  poison  for  the 
raperabundant  ones."  If  this  were  true,  fecundation  would  very  sel- 
dom, almost  never  occur.  Donn^,  more  oorreotly,  I  think,  says  its 
alight  natural  acidity  is  not  noxious  to  the  spermatic  animalcules, 
htU  it  only  to  when  exeettive.  The  cervical  mucus  is  to  be  carefully 
separated  and  distinguished  flrom  the  vaginal,  and  withdrawn  with  a 
syringe  for  examination.  Dr.  S.  thinks  it  possible  to  obtain  a  second 
specimen  from  higher  up  the  canal,  or  even  fVom  within  the  os  inter- 
num, which  I  should  think  would  he  diffionlt,  and  finds  in  the  one 
■ometimes  living,  in  the  other,  dead  spermatoioa.  DoDn4  does  not 
carry  his  researches  so  far.  Ha  is  eontent  to  take  tliB  mnens  which 
hangs  out  of  the  os  externum,  or  can  be  withdrawn  ft'om  within  the  . 
Deck.     Dr.  Sims  thinks  that  if  the  cervical  seeretion  contain  little  J  C 
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opaque  Bpote  of  milky  whitenees,  and  when  it  is  very  thick  ud  tlbi- 
mino-panilent  (>a  also  when  perfectly  clear),  it  ia  poUonouB.  Dodm'i 
obserrationH  generally  (p.  293)  oppose  this  nssertiou: — A  certainjmdf 
•ihf  of  itiiicuM  necttiary  to  produce  thii  effect,  which  can  not  be  told  fnn 
iti  natural  or  miorosoopio  appearanoee:  too  alkaline  (7)  if  uterine:  bi 
acid  if  vaginal.  Be  all  that  as  it  may,  there  is  a  peculiar  coaditiw 
of  either  of  these  secretions,  whatever  it  be,  which  does  kill  the  tper- 
matoioft,  and  occasion  sterility;  and  tlie  great  paint  ia  to  lemedj  iL 
Dr.  Sims  justly  says,  it  is  not  every  woman  who  has  dysmeaornin 
(ai>d  I  add,  or  leucorrhcea),  who  ia  sterile,  nor  every  man  who  mijh 
vigorous  and  enjoy  good  health,  who  is  capable  of  procreatioa.  fi< 
has  kbowD  half-a-dozen  husbands — in  one  place  he  aays  many — tIim 
semen  had  no  spermatoEoa.  Dr.  Sims'  papv  proves,  and  he  iruUj 
acknowledges,  that  the  operation  of  incising  the  cervix  is  seldoD 
necessary  or  proper,  often  quite  uselessly  performed ;  and  he  no  loipr 
thinks  that  the  most  common  obstacle  to  conception  is  a  more  or  ta> 
contracted  utero-oerrical  canal  (p.  24,  lib.  cit.)  I  quite  agree  fill 
Dr.  S.  that  the  necessary  investigations  into  this  interesting  and  pne- 
tical  subject,  bv  which  alone  a  tm%  and  scientGo  knowledge  and  laiii 
of  action  can  be  obtained,  involve  neither  indecency  nor  sacrifice  d 
self-respect  on  the  part  of  either  surgeon  or  patient. 

If,  then,  it  should  be  asked.  What  necessity,  then,  exists  for  dilil- 
ing  the  two  orifioes  and  neck  of  the  uterus,  we  answer,  Ist,  becaoMof 
its  allowing  of  a  more  easy  escape  for  tlft  menstrual  blood;  and,  id, 
because  it  allows  an  easier  access  to  the  spermatoioa.  Althougb  na-^ 
ther  an  aggravated  dysmenorrhisa,  nor  a  very  contracted  os  uteri,  ii- 
ternnm  or  externum,  are  necessarily  iiital  to,  they  are  unfavorable  to 
impregnation,  and  should,  as  a  part  of  the  treatment,  be  remedied. 
I  can  not,  for  my  own  part,  imagine  that  flezioDS,  however  great,  of  > 
part  so  short  and  so  flexible  as  the  neck  of  the  utems,  which  an  » 
readily  r^tored  by  the  introduction  of  a  long  and  suitably -siied  spK- 
ulum,  and  which,  morever,  I  so  seldom  encounter,  can  offer  an;  teA- 
ons  impedimenta  to  fecnndatiou.  But  the  contractions  of  the  oiilM 
are  real  and  unmistakable,  often  obstinate,  and  oontribnte,  I  dnkt 
not,  to  this  leanlt;  but  even  then  very  partially,  for,  as  Dr.  Sim*  jwtlj 
observes,  eases  are  recorded  where  conception  occurred  when  tk« » 
barely  admitted  a  small-aiied  probe,  and  that  spermatoaoa  nor  ud 
then  pass  along  the  Fallopian  tubes,  which  ordinarily  admit  a  briitle- 
It  is,  then,  to  the  stat«  of  the  vaginal  and  uterine  secretions,  the  h- 
men  being  healthy,  that  we  must  look  for  the  great  cause  of  infecu- 
dity  in  the  female.  The  remarks  of  Joulia  on  this  subject  are  worthj 
of  repetition: — "The  comtraotion  which  Itas  its  seat  at  the  intenw 
orifice  of  the  uterine  neck  Is  one  of  t\e  moit  common  caum*  of  i^ 
cuaditj/;  and  particnlarly  among  multipasse.  But  women  who  ban 
borne  children  sometimes  exhibit  tJiis  disposiUon,  which  oflenesteoii- 
oides  with  an  extreme  narrownesi  of  tbe  neck  of  the  womb  and  in^' 
catioB  of  the  folds  of  the  arbor  niat.  This  cause  of  sterility,  wbiekii 
uenally  aocoropanied  with  the  pkeaomena  of  dysmenorrhoea,  was  aa*" 
lately  unknown. 

"The  ttMtment  consists  in  dilating  the  eonstrtoted  region.    I F**" 


HIBCXLLANT.  637 

fer  a  cylinder  of  prepared  iponge,  small  to  begin  vitb.  I  have  ob- 
tained two  Baccesaes  with  thisprooeediag;"  Becquerel  four,  and  Meis- 
teler  seven,  out  of  nine;  Mcintosh  twenty-four  out  of  twenty-seveo, 
eleven  of  wbom  bore  ohildren ;  and  Corty  several  followed  by  concep- 
tion (four  hundred  and  ten).  This  certainly  shows  that,  although 
closure  of  the  nterine  oriScea  does  not  necessarily  prevent,  dilatation 
exerte  a  eonsiderable  influence  over  the  subsequent  fecundity  of  the 
patient. 

"The  first  sponge,"  says  Jonlin,  and  Corty  repeats  him,  "does  not 
pass  through  the  internal  orifice;  each  one  penetrates  a  little  further 
than  the  first,  and  simply  dilates  the  neck;  but  later,  the  inner  oriflae 
becomes  permeable.  The  sponge  applied  swells  immediately,  and  the 
woman  can  attend  to  her  hnsinesa  without  feeling  the  least  inconve- 
nience." This  is  only  partially  true.  It  sometimes  produces  pain 
and  irritation  within  twenty-four  hours,  and  requires  removal.  I  once 
saw  frightful  results  from  the  thrusting  of  a  sponge-tent  into  the  ute- 
rine cavity.  Corty  says  an  interval  of  two  or  three  days  should  elapse 
between  each  introduction.  Joulin  says,  if  not  removed,  generally 
about  the  third  day  a  discharge  takes  place  of  a  clear,  abundant, /e(v^ 
fluid,  which  disappears  on  its  removal.  "I  renew,"  he  says,  "these 
applications  twice  a  month — t«n  days  before  and  after  menstraatlon. 
When  the  dilatation  is  sufficient,  I  suspend  their  introduction,  and  re- 
oommence  if  the  stricture  tends  to  reappear,  for  often  the  amelioration 
is  only  temporary.  It  supplants  the  incision,  which,  unless  the  sponge- 
tents  are  used  simnltaneonsly,  eicatrisea  and  contracts,  leaving  things 
as  they  were.  It  is  simpler  and  less  dangerous,  and  women,  at  least, 
if  they  have  not  patience  to  follow  out  the  plan,  are  o/len  relieved  of 
their  diamenorrhaa."  "Uterine  deviations,  says  Joulin,  "are  not 
causes  of  sterility,  for  the  semen  need  only  to  be  deposited  in  the 
vaginal  cavity,  not  projected  into  the  os.  Unless,  then,  when  very 
intense,  and  tne  angle  of  fieztnre  very  great,  displacements  of  the  nte- 
rns  do  not  offer  any  serious  obstacles  to  conception."  Tents  of  sea- 
tangle  (iominorio  digitata)  are  preferable  to  prepared  sponge,  be- 
cause thev  can  be  longer  retained  without  proauoing  irritation  and 
fetid  discharge,  and  do  not  lot  and  break;  but  I  do  not  find  them  as 
easy  of  introdnotion.    Corty  repudiates  them. 

Other  means  of  dilatation  are  employed.  Dr.  Mcintosh  used  flezi- 
lle  metallic  bougies.  Bennet  prefers  wax  or  gum-elastio  ones.  Simp- 
son uses  metallic  stems  of  graauated  sizes  left  in  the  uterus  for  vari- 
ous lengths  of  time,  and  sometimes  changed  daily  for  days  together, 
or  left  in  permanently.  With  the  gnm-elastia  French  bougie,  fine  or 
olive -pointed,  varying  in  diameter  above  the  point  (bougie  a  ventre), 
all  my  own  successes  have  been  attained.  Generally,  the  point  reaches 
to  and  strikes  firmly  against  the  os  internum,  and  irritates  it  spasmod- 
ically. After  a  time,  if  not  too  large,  with  a  little  management,  it 
enters  the  stricture  and  passes  op  to  the  fundus  with  little  or  no  pain.  . 
The  next  Ume,  again,  perhaps,  nothing  will  pass,  and  so  on,  until  suf- 
ficient dilatation  is  effected  to  admit  a  larger  site. 
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EDITORIAL  AND  MEDICAL  NEWS. 


Thk  Editor  owes  an  apology  to  many  correspondents  for  appar- 
ent neglect  in  replying  to  them.  For  several  weeks  he  has  not  only 
been  in  poor  health,  but  during  much  of  the  time  confined  to  &  sick 
bed;  and  now  be  has  been  compelled  to  seek  a  few  weeks  rest  and 
qniet  in  the  conntry,  hoping  that  his  strength  and  health  may  be  re* 
Stored,  and  be  permitl«d  eoon  to  resume  bis  labor,  in  a  profession  to 
which  his  life  has  been  consecrated.  His  friends  will  please  accept 
this  explanation  of  the  delay  in  replying  to  their  letters. 

It  is  no  eapy  thing  to  bear  physical  suffering — no  easy  thing,  when 
work  not  only  iuTites  but  commands,  while  Time  hurries  away  with 
our  days  and  years,  to  sit  quietly  down  and  do  nothing:  0,  the  irk- 
somenesfl  of  this  enforced  pause  in  life's  Uborl  Good  old  Gideon 
Gray  accepted  tiie  charge  of  the  waif  left  at  his  hitherto  childless  home, 
among  other  reasons,  for  this,  that  he  wanted  to  "make  some  remarks 
OD  the  childish  diseases,  which,  with  God's  blessing,  the  ohitd  must 
come  through  under  my  charge;"  but  we  suspect  that  Gideon  Gray 
would  not  have  cared  to  study  disease  in  his  own  person. 

And  yet,  after  all,  probably  we  pbysioians  may  become  better  fitted 
for  oar  work,  as  we  certainly  should  better  men,  for  the  very  physical 
eafferings  we  may  be  called  to  endure.  Will  not  our  sympathy  with 
fe} low-sufferers  be  more  profound,  and  our  seal  for  their  relief  be  more 
active  and  intelligent?  It  was  the  ^oniiing  suffering  which  he  en- 
dured in  his  last  illness,  that  led  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie*  to  exclaim,  "0, 
that  physicians  would  study  pain  more,  and  the  means  for  its  relief." 

■  Id  Iionl  Bscon'i  Adumttrnml  ^  Ltiu  nimf,  th»  IbUewlDC  iBtsncthii  lavag*  oaoani  th*ll- 
net  nlUloD  of  ■  v«t  af  It  lo  Ihe  with  o[  Sir  Bnjimln  li  atnUnms 

puln  wd  doloari ;  tad  not  onl;  wh*D  neb  mltlgallen  uij  «Ddm  ta  n«n«T,  bat  wbH  It  attj 
mm  M  iB*b«  ■  ftir  ud  Hij  pMuge:  Itor  it  ma  no  oniiU  Mlsitjrwhioli  AogamBCaauinivoBt 
WvIA  to  bImMlf,  that  "«itbuu#U;"  ud  vblah  mm  ipnlAUj  ooUdln  thv  de«thof  AntoKln 
na,  who**  d«tb  wu  anar  iba  fUhton  ud  wnbUscw  of  ■  kludlj  ud  pluiuil  ilaa;.  So  It  !• 
mUtan  of  Kplcaru,  tbii  tlltr  bli  dliHH  wu  Jndgad  dMtw*t«,ba  drowmd  btiHuaud  itaa- 
Kb  «ltll  •  |U|B  dnagbt  uid  lnEiir(lt>tlini  eT  wlna,  vbanapon  tlw  aplcnn  m*  lud*,  "  Bh« 
BkI—  iMh  JMbiU  Efpaa; "  ba  m  Dot  Hbar  aB(in(h  to  lula  uj  UltMDta*  of  Stjilu  nMn. 
But  Iba  pbrilcluu,  eoDtiariwlH,  da  inaka  a  kind  of  aenipla  aod  nllgloB  to  ilaj  wllb  tba  ] 
■fiar  tba  dlamaa  ladpplorad;  wbanai,  Id  mj  Jitd(ni«n>i  tbartragbt  bctb  lo  iDqaira  tba  •kill,  an 
to  mn  tba  atlandaDcai,  fOr  Iba  <kdUtallD(  ud  aanaclDC  or  tba  pulDa  ud  agoolaa  •(  daatk.1^  | 
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Besides,  the  dise&M  which  cornea  dow,  aad  from  whtah  we  recorer,  is 
the  fore-niDDer — it  nuy  he  mouths  or  maoy  yean  in  advance— of  an- 
other disease  which  shall  he  unto  as  mortal:  with  steady  step  the  fatal 
hoar  oomes  ante  each  one  of  as.  Are  we,  who  are  called  to  stand  at 
janna  viUx  et  mortii,  safficieotly  miadful  of  the  interests  of  those  de- 
pendent apon  onr  daily  labor,  enfficiently  thooghtfnl  in  regard  to 
higher  interests,  in  view  of  oar  own  incTitable  mortality?  Noble  as 
ODT  profcBsioD  ia,  in  its  exalted,  ever  rising,  ever  widening  range  of 
scientific  knowledge  j  noble  as  it  is  to  every  true  physician,  not  to  the 
trading  and  huckstering  politician,  in  its  daily  exercise  of  GFod-Uke 
pbilaothropies,  in  its  loving  sympathiea  and  benevolent  deeds,  but 
even  this  shoald  be  ante  no  man  an  end  of  life,  bat  only  the  golden 
runnels  of  a  ladder  whose  foot  is  on  the  earth,  but  whose  top  reached 
the  heavens,  and  upon  which  we  shoald  ever  be  ascending  antil  earthly 
existence  terminates  in  oelestial. 

The  CBtTicifiMB  upon  the  action  of  the  American  Medical  Asao- 
oiation  as  to  Specialists,  and  of  the  Transactions  of  the  State  Medical 
Society  of  Indiana,  are  not  such,  in  all  respects,  as  the  Editor  wonld 
have  written:  much  as  he  respects  the  ability  and  personal  character 
of  the  authors,  he  dissents  f^om  some  of  their  views. 

In  this  connection  he  wishes  also,  to  state  that  the  author  of  the 
review  of  the  TraosaotioDS  need  not  have  hesitated  to  mention  the 
"Bomebody  who  blundered,"  and  in  oonseqnence  of  whose  blandering 
the  volume  is  so  miserably  meagre.  A  president  of  a  State  Medical 
Society  who  ean  devote  his  addrera  largely  to  the  discuseion  of  the 
feasibility  of  establishing  a  medical  journal  in  the  State,  and  so  far 
forget  his  position,  though  not  hinuet/,  as  to  ignore  the  existence  al- 
ready of  a  medical  journal  in  the  State,  known  and  respected  by  every 
intelligent  physician  in  the  Uaited  States,  most  appropriately  followed 
this  blunder — for  which  he  deserved  the  Society's  rebuke— by  another, 
neglecting  to  appoint  committees  to  report  at  the  next  annual  meet- 
ing, and  thus  the  small  volume  of  Transactions  for  1869:  his  address 
in  1868  and  this  volume  of  1869  are  bis  worthy  monuments. 

Habbixd — On  the  I6th  of  last  month,  Dr.  John  E.  West,  of  St 
Clairsville,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Anna  H.  Wood,  of  Martinsville,  Ohio. 

Wb  are  indebted  to  Dr.  Wm.  Lomax  of  Marion,  for  the  report  of 
Physicians  of  Grant  county;  and  to  Dr.  ^.  M.  Craig  for  that  of  De- 
catur county.  Dkji'r.-iMyCjOOt^lc 
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TUE  PROGRESS  OF  MODBBN  HEDIOINB— AN  INTRODUC- 
TORY LECTURE,  DELIVBRSa)  IN  THE  UNIVBRSITY  OF 
LOUISVILLE,  OCTOBER  4,  1S69. 

BT    DAVID    W.    TANDILti,    U.    T>., 
Pinfuiif  of  CUatcal  Svgarj. 

.  {isNTLEHKN— Tbe  fiiit  DMdioftl  iMtoro  liMid  by  a  ttaieBt  of  m«di- 
cine  toxma  «n  en  in  hia  life  to  whioh  k«vill  rwnrvith  intenstM  long 
as  he  Uvea.,  He  hw,  ia  matt  instesoM,  left  home  with  all  its  endenr- 
ments,  &Dd  ia  in  (he  niidst  of  ittftBgen,  aasoaiatid  vitli  fellow-itadeiits 
eager  like  kiveelf  for  knovledge  ud  ambittetu  of  exeellence.  He 
haa  taken  a  decided  step  forward  in  the  profeaaioii  which  ii  to  be  his 
fotiofe  calling.  He  tua  entered  upon  a  race,  and  knowa  that  the  ejos 
of  all  he  lore*  are  opon  him.  He  hu  ttmok  due  6nt  Mow  in  a  battle 
which  h^  ezpeota  to  wa^  nuti]  he  dees.  Whei  he  shall  retarn  home 
at,tlte  qIoso  of  the  lecture  term,  he  is  vwars  that  he  will  be  styled 
"I>oct«»"  by  hie  aoquaiataaces,  and  be  expected  to  knew  mnoh  abont 
mf^ici^e.  There  is  an  esoitement  gnewing  out  of  the  nordty  of  the 
(yjcaaion  which  he  oaa  never  exferieaoe  ^^n.  At  the  threshold  of 
medicine,  where  most  of  you  ataod  this  trvening,  it  ie  important  that 
yon  should  coaeeive  jwt  viewn  of  the  eharaeter  of  your  proftssEon. 
No  man,  it  haa  been  justly  said,  ie  likely  enr  to  attain  to  greatBeee 
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who  iiu  not  ft  feeling  that  there  is  something  in  him  gtMt.  It  is  qnik 
as  tnie  th&t  no  phjaici&n  will  ever  rise  to  eminence  in  his  profenioe 
vho  hsfl  not  ex&lted  oonoeptions  of  its  wotth.  If  be  regards  it  u  ■ 
trade,  by  which  he  propons  simply  to  earn  a  living,  be  will  be  prett; 
sure  to  pome  it  in  the  spirit  of  a  tntdMnao.  If,  esteeming  it  Mse- 
tbing  lower  than  that,  be  adopts  it  as  an  art  by  which  he  may  practice 
npon  the  orednlity  of  the  people,  he  sinks  into  the  character  of  the 
charlatan.  Bat  if,  on  the  other  hand,  be  looks  npon  it  aa  «  scieoce, 
broad  and  liberal,  and  an  art  at  once  benign  and  efficacioos,  he  will 
enter  npon  its  stndy  nitb  a  spirit  that  is  likely  to  carry  him  to  a  high 
place  among  its  votariea. 

The  retnm  of  this  annirersary  of  the  UntTersity  of  Lovisrille,  the 
opening  of  its  thirty-tbird  session,  affords  a  snitable  occasion  for  takii^ 
a  brief  surrey  of  medicine  and  determining  what  progress  it  has  made  is 
this  third  of  a  centnry.  The  retrospect  is  one  which  mnst  gratify  the 
pride  of  every  physician.  I  trust  it  will  inflame  yon  with  a  noble 
ambition,  not  only  to  master  what  is  already  known  in  the  profeaaioa. 
bat  to  improTe  and  extend  ita  resonroas.  I  deem  this  leriew  the  mmt 
proper  at  this  time  beoanse  it  has  been  rather  the  ikebloa  in  eeitaia 
quarters  of  late  to  deplore  the  decadeace  of  medicine — to  speak  ot  it 
as  less  respectable  than  it  was  at  some  former  period  of  its  history— 
to  express  doubts  of  the  efficacy  of  drugs  in  controlling  disease,  or,  at 
least,  whether  we  have  improved  upon  the  practice  of  onr  fore&then. 
So  far  fVom  retrograding,  it  will  be  m;  purpose  to  show  yon,  In  the 
following  remarks,  that  the  profeasion  aenrmade  snob  progress  is  all 
the  ages  siaee  the  times  of  Hippocrates  as  it  has  made  in  our  own  times, 
and  nsTer  stood  in  an  attitnde  to  oommaod  so  mneh  of  the  respect  and 
gratitude  of  men  as  it  does  to-day;  and  that  as  to  the  skeptieism  eoa- 
oeming  the  enratire  power  of  medieine,  there  never  was  so  little  foaad- 
atiou  for  it  aa  now. 

When  your  fathers  were  studeats  of  medicine,  "theoij  aod  prac- 
tice of  f  hy«ie,"  and  "  theory  and  practice  of  snrgery,"  were  Aa  phrases 
in  Jise.  We  UM  the  terms  science  and  art  of  medieine,  and  scieaee 
and  u4  «f  suigery.  The  moaning  of  the  terms  is  the  same,  and  Atj 
imply  that  there  is  a  aqience  and  an  art  of  medicine  and  of  snrgeij. 
They  are  not  the  same  tiling,  nor  do  they  neaessarily  go  hand  in  hand 
togetiier.  Science  may  exiat  un^plied;  art  may  be  pursoed  withoat 
the  guidance  of  soieooe.  Art,  it  has  been  said,  famishes  haada,  and 
scienee  eyes;  and  "as  seience  without  art  is  ioeffieient,  so  art  withont 
science  is  blind."    It  is  in  blindneas,  if  this  be  true,  that  the  praetiee 
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«f  physio  Inta  boeo  for  tbe  moBt  part  pvmed.  A  few  practitioners, 
in  all  periods  of  medical  history,  hare  appliod  themMlTCB  to  the  oal- 
tivatioD  of  the  science  of  medicine,  some  with  bnt  little  reference  to 
the  art ;  but  by  far  the  larger  nnmber  have  hosied  themselTes  with  the 
urt  without  any  concern  about  the  science.  And  thus  it  happens  that 
at  almost  every  period  of  the  profeseioB,  its  art  haa  been  far  in  Bdvanoe 
of  ite  science.  Remedies  were  prescribed  sacceasftilly  in  many  diseaaee 
when  the  functions  of  the  animal  economy  were  still  a  mystery,  and 
little  was  known  of  the  morbid  states  for  which  medicines  were  admin- 
istered. But  the  ease  stands  qaite  otherwise  in  our  day.  The  science 
of  medicine  now  is  fkr  in  advance  of  the  art,  insomuch  that  while 
comprehending  fnlly  the  nature  of  the  morbid  change,  we  have  often 
to  confess  that  our  remedial  resources  afford  no  care  for  it. 

In  a  single  lecture  it  will,  of  conrse,  be  impossible  to  do  more  than 
mention  a  few  of  the  more  remarhable  oontribntions  which,  in  the  last 
thirty  years,  bare  been  made  to  medical  science. 

Of  vast  tracts  of  disease  witnessed  daily  in  the  practice  of  Cullen, 
we  fail  to  find  anywhere  in  hb  works  the  least  sign  of  recognition.  He 
knew  nothing,  for  example,  of  diseases  of  the  heart.  He  oould  have 
given  us  no  positive  knowledge  of  his  method  of  determining  whether 
a  patient  had  pleurisy,  pneumonia,  or  pericarditis.  There  are  many 
medical  men  now  alive  who  passed  through  their  pupilage  in  renowned 
medical  schools  without  ever  hearing  the  name  of  Liennec.  Among 
those  who  were  content  with  the  conjectarBS  of  Sydenham,  and  who 
were  compelled  to  grope  in  the  dark  with  Cnllen,  the  announcement 
of  mediate  aaBCnltation,  through  the  stethoscope,  was  deemed  simply 
a  vagary.  The  youngest  physician  of  to-day,  enlightened  by  a  know- 
ledge of  auscultation  and  peroussion,  may  pronounce  with  certainty 
upon  diseased  actions  that  would  have  hafBed  Sydenham  in  the  fbll 
meridian  of  his  medtea)  powers.  The  stethoscope  has  borne  a  promi- 
nent part  in  the  revolution,  some  of  the  leading  features  of  which 
I  am  endeavoring  to  portray.  A  knowledge  of  it  is  indispensable. 
Without  it  the  practitioner  can  never  attain  to  accuracy  in  a  long  cata- 
logue of  diseased  processes,  nor  sele^  remedies  appropriate  for  their 
relief.  In  an  extensive  field  of  most  important  diseases,  it  would  be 
better  to  turn  the  physician  loose  among  patients  without  medicine 
than  without  training  in  auaoultation  and  peronssion. 

It  is  a  fkct  ftmiliar  to  all  practitioners,  that  a  patient  may  he  shiv- 
ering with  cold,  and  to  the  most  delicate  touch  feel  cold,  while  the  real 
temperature  of  the  body  is  considerably  exalted  above  the  natural 
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standard.  DeHaea,  of  Vienna,  vas  among  the  fint  who-  tknght  tliit 
the  haad  conid  not  be  trusted  to  deterniJDe  the  heat  of  the  bod;,  and 
that  the  tlMCmoniieter  most  be  called  to  our  aid.  He  had  wonderfullj 
correct  conceptions  of  the  value  of  exact  knowledge  of  the  varymg 
temperature  of  Tarioos  diaeases,  We  know  what  problems  he  etroTe 
to  BoWe.  We  Lnow  what  results  he  saw  would  follow  tbeir  solutionr 
bat  the  mecbanioal  skill  of  hi*  day  was  unable  to  furmah  au  instrumeDt 
adequate  to  the  parposes  of  hjs  thoughtful  mind.  The  realisaUou  of 
the  aptendid  conceptions  which  filled  his  brain  was  reserved  for  our 
times.  The  pathological  lessons  which  he  vaguely  hinted  at  have  now 
passed  into  the  daily  teachiqgp  of  the  schools. 

The  physician  of  every  age  has  counted  the  pulse  and  the  respira- 
tions of  the  sick;  he  now,  idtk  the  thermometer,  measures  their  tem- 
perature as  well.  The  stethoscope  and  the  thermometer  alone  have 
placed  the  science  of  modern  medicine  far  above  the  medical  science 
of  all  the  preceding  ages.  The  illuatiioua  Chomel,  one  of  the  greatest 
of  French  physicians,  aud  among  my  earlier  teachers,  devoted  himselT 
with  singular  assiduity  to  the  study  of  the  elementary  features  of 
typhoid  fever,  whereby  to  determine  positively  it£  existence.  After 
years  of  survey  of  the  various  phenomena,  he  reached  this  concluaion : 
If  certain  conditions  show  themselves  in  a  certain  order  of  occurrencer 
and  persist  through  a  period  of  time  comprised  within  from  three  to 
font  weeks,  we  may  oonclnde  that  the  disease  is  typhoid  fever.  Such 
were  the  teachings  of  one  who  was  esteemed  a  consummate  master  of  his 
art — of  one  over  whom  the  grave  has  but  recently  cloaed.  Id  1855^ 
Dr.  Partes,  in  his  lectures  on  the  "Proximate  Cause  of  Fever,"  said: 
"  I  shall  have  to  aUude  to  inexplicable  phenomena,  to  vast  spaces  still 
unfilled  by  solid  facts,  to  spots  unknown  to  observation,  and  to  regions- 
lighted  only  by  the  dim  and  treacherous  ray  of  specnlatiou."  We 
oFted  had,  in  typhoid  fever,  worse  than  these  perplexities.  Bat  the 
evils  which  beset  the  illnstrious  Chomel  have  been  wholly  removed 
from  out  path.  We  are  no  longer  misled  by  the  treacherous  lights 
which  confused  him.  We  are  able  to  avoid  the  quagmires  iu  which 
he  sank,  and  through  the  aid  of  the  thermometer,  advance  with  cer- 
tainty to  the  goal  of  positive  diagnosis.  Nor  is  it  in  typhoid  fever 
alone  that  the  thermometer  is  of  such  decided  value.  The  discovery 
abounds  in  valuable  fruity  in  nearly  every  field  of  pathology,  indeed 
in  all  pathological  tissue -changes.  The  variation  of  a  single  degree 
above,  or  a  single  degree  below,  the  healthy  Btaadard  of  the  body,  if 
it  but  persist  for  a  time,  inyatiably  denotes  mischief.     If -the  marcurj 
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vieex  above,  it  indicates  one  form  of  diaeased  action.  If  it  falls  belov, 
it  points  to  another  and  a  very  different  character  of  digease.  Each 
^lathalogicat  itato  has  its  delenuiaate  temperattire.  On  this  law  all 
rthe  rest  hingei.  Thii  is  our  point  of  dep4rtnre.  From  it  we  pro- 
ceed to  ascertftin  the  typical  temperatDrc.  The  themunneter,  while 
thus  enabling  ns  to  recognifle  Uie  qweial  disesse  before  ut,  is  eqnally 
•ralnable  in  detenuining  what  progreaa  the  diaease  is  making-— whether 
it  is  stationary,  or  moving  toward  health,  or  toward  death. 

Another  important  element  of  modem  progress,  at  which  I  can 
'Only  glance,  is  the  recognition  of  the  eziatence  of  certain  diseased 
actions  which  are  self-limited.  A  conspieoona  example  of  this  class 
-of  affisctioDs  is  furnished  by  intennittent  i^ever.  Eaoh  of  the  l^ree 
.stages  has  a  determinate  set  of  phenouMiia,  ooDSuming  a  definite 
amount  of  time.  Tbej  ran  their  oourse.  The  cold  stage  is  sncoeeded 
by  the  fever — this  is  followed  by  the  sweat,  ttmd  with  its  termination 
^the  paroxysm  is  ovei.  This  paroxysm  of  interxaittent  is  typical  of  the 
-self- limitations  of  a  variety  of  diseased  actioae.  Typhoid  £ever  is 
another  example.  Before  the  discovery  of  this  law  of  self- limitation, 
4he  practice  in  typhoid  icver  was  active.  The  physician  labored  to 
«nt  it  short,  and  the  mortality  was  one  in  three  cases.  Under  the  gui- 
dance of  modem  reeearch  the  mortality  has  been  reduced  to  one  ia 
twenty- two  cases. 

The  resnlts  of  the  medern  methods  of  studying  both  physiological 
and  pathological  phenomena  are  not  limited  to  the  mere  ealargement 
-of  the  domuD  of  knowledge  in  these  departments  of  life.  -Then  is 
A  precision  and  accuracy  of  our  facts  in  vast  territories  of  human  in- 
.teresb,  where  in  former  times  men  groped  in  darkness  or  wandered  in 
■doubt. 

When  the  miorOBCOjM  «ade  pwsible  the  Cellular  Pathology,  as  ex- 
jpounded  by  Virchow,  it  added  aaotiieT  to  the  loftg  catalogue  of  obli- 
gations under  which  it  has  placed  the  saience  of  medioiae.  But  a  little 
-over  a  generation  ago,  the  whole  doctrine  of  inflammation  was  in  a 
most  loose  and  confused  coeditiou.  The  term  was  applied  to  diverse 
^nd  incengruoua  phenomena.  The  enljty,  which  it  was  held  to  repre- 
^sent,  was  regarded  as  ae  evil,  as  an  enemy,  which  must  be  subdued  at 
all  haiards;  against  which  a  relentless  war  dnist  be  waged.  We  have 
Aow  come  to  look  npon  it  as  often  the  best  ally  that  nature  has  in  her 
nerrice  to  prevent  what  would  oiherwise  be  irreparable.  We  now  re- 
gard it  as  an  elevation  of  the  two  processes  of  nutrition — growtli  and 
.disintegration.    And  on  tlieee  ia  their  normal  state  all  healthful  liS^\^ 
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dependi.  When  tLeir  elevation  is  in  exact  paralleliim,  the  p 
of  inflammation  are  benign.  Their  proper  management  eoableB  ua  t» 
ayert  disaet«r  and  prerent  wide-spread  evils.  The  suffering  connected 
with  the  reparation  of  a  fVactured  bone,  for  example,  may  make  a  ae- 
Teredraftononroomfort;  bnt it  ii  small  indeed  compared  witii  the  erils 
•f  an  nnnnited  tnctare.  This  American  dlBcoTer;  of  the  true  reUtioBt 
of  inflammation  and  of  the  proeesoes  of  the  moTomenl  bj  which  nature 
"ednces  good  from  eril,"  cooslatntes  one  of  the  most  in^Kirtant  de- 
velopments ever  made  in  this  department  of  science.  For  iostaoee: 
Under  the  moet  Bkillfnl  management  of  the  beet  praotittoners,  when 
the  otgect  and  the  method  were  to  flght  pnenmonia  as  though  it  weta 
a  tiger  to  be  deatrojed  only  by  sncceasive  blows,  the  recorded  loaawai 
one  in  every  throe  cases.  Under  the  beneficent  methods  iaangnrated 
by  the  present  enlightened  viewa  of  inflammation,  the  loss  is  not  over 
one  in  twenty-five  or  thirty  caaea. 

The  qoeatioD  naturally  arises  here,  what  are  the  signs  of  these  im- 
provements in  medical  scienoe?  Has  the  general  tenure  of  life  been 
inereaaedT  Has  life,  when  compared  with  former  epochs,  been  length- 
ened among  haman  beings?  If  neither  of  these  events  hns  aceompa- 
nied  the  march  of  medical  science,  it  may  be  a  march  bat  it  is  not 
progress.  Our  boasted  advance  is  as  nothing  if  it  doea  not  show  an 
improvement  in  the  health  of  commnnities,  an  increase  of  iho  general 
hold  on  life.  Such,  however,  is  the  fact.  The  improvements  in  med- 
ical art  and  medical  scienoe  have  done  both  these  things.  Men  live 
now  in  better  health  and  for  more  years  on  the  earth  than  ihey  did  it 
former  times. 

There  are  those  of  our  brethren  who,  shutting  tbeir  eyes  to  tW 
daiEling  achievements  of  the  present,  point  to  some  remote  paat  as  the 
golden  age  of  medicine.  They  seem  to  fo^et  that  their  very  work  it 
a  standing  reftitation  of  the  tmth  of  the  picture  tbey  would  draw- 
'There  is  constant  improvement  because  there  is  constant  diacontenL 
If  we  were  perfectly  satbfied  with  the  present,  we  should  cease  to  eon~ 
trivo,  to  labor,  and  to  save  with  a  view  to  the  future."  Had  not  Lonis 
been  disconteuted  with  what  Broussais  called  "Hedioal  Science,"  w« 
should  not  now  be  enjoying  the  rich  fruits  of  Louts'  philosophical 
methods.  If  Bright  and  his  oo-Iaborers  had  been  satisfied  with  the 
confused  and  nnsaft  tenets  of  what  was  called  renal  pathology,  the 
world  might  not  yet  have  been  enriched  with  a  contribution  which  is 
]natly  esteemed  among  the  most  inestimable  in  medical  science. 

I  might  continue  this  branch  of  my  subject  very  much  longer,  and 
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BtiU  leave  it  unezhaaBted,  but  time  admoQisbes  me  tbat  I  moat  pass  on. 
I  have  said  DOthing  of  what  Baaitary  scieDce  baa  done  to  increase  the 
comfort  of  living  and  add  to  the  length  of  human  life.  And  yet  san- 
itary science  baa  been  created  in  the  half  century  in  which  we  live. 
Nor  have  I  time  to  do  more  than  allude  to  statistical  medicine,  a  field 
of  Devsr-failing  interest,  in  which  the  laborers  are  bringing  out  moat 
important  results;  and  can  only  atop  to  mention  Life  Inaarance,  the 
creation  of  vital  atatistioa,  itself  a  vast  science — productive  of  incal- 
culable benefits  to  society.  Many  other  contributions  made  to  med- 
ical science  in  recent  times  I  must,  for  the  want  of  time,  pass  by  ud- 
DOtioed.  Enough  has  been  said  to  ahow  to  you  something  of  that 
gratifying  progresa  which  it  has  made  in  the  memory  of  phyaicians 
still  ia  their  prime. 

But  this  great  increase  of  oar  knowledge  concerning  the  nature 
and  resnlia  of  diaease  is  by  no  means  necessarily  attended,  aa  I  have 
already  had  occasion  to  remark,  by  augmented  power  over  diaease. 
The  character  of  the  morbid  proceasea  may  be  accurately  defined,  and 
yet  we  may  be  wholly  unable  to  correct  them.  Nay,  the  very  perfeo- 
tion  of  our  knowledge  may  only  render  us  more  bopeleas  as  to  the 
result  of  all  remedial  efforts.  That  which  our  fathers  treated  as  a  dis- 
order of  function,  we  often,  under  the  clear  light  of  modern  pathology, 
recogntie  as  a  diseaae  of  structure.  Diseases  of  the  liver  and  of  the 
brain  in  which  they  bled  and  purged  with  great  hopes  of  success,  we 
regard  as  cases  of  diaorganiiation,  which  afford  no  ground  of  hope. 
Nor  is  the  utmost  improvement  of  our  therapeutics  can  we  ever  ex- 
pect to  find  a  cure  for  all  the  morbid  conditions  which  may  be  revealed 
by  pathology.  A  boundary  has  been  set  to  the  operationa  of  the  hu- 
man body.  Its  machinery  must  wear  out  and  run  down.  Age  ob- 
Btrnots  and  deranges  its  organisation.  The  days  of  our  lives  have 
been  limited  to  three-score  years  and  ten,  and  though  by  reason  of 
nncommon  vigor  they  may  be  occasionally  extended  beyond  four  score 
years,  Btill,  ttom  the  very  nature  of  the  ftame,  it  must  at  last  experi- 
ence decay;  and  alchemy  there  is  none  by  which  it  can  recover  its 
healthful  action.  Bat  apart  flrom  this  natural  decay  of  the  organs  of 
oar  bodies,  we  are  servile  still  to  those  "skyey  influences,"  as  they 
have  been  termed,  which  have  long  waged  so  succesafal  a  warfare 
against  our  race.  Through  them  intractable  diseases  continue  to  find 
their  way  into  our  syatems.  Unwise  marriages,  too,  aid  in  maintain- 
ing the  list  of  incurable  disorders.  The  unhealthy  organisation  of 
parents  is  entailed  npon  their  offspring,  and  the  ftee-wiU  of  fatlieis- 
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and  mothere  becomes  the  fixed  &te  of  their  children.  Caocer,  cen- 
somptioD,  inunity,  and  mental  imbecility  are  among  the  diseases  tbiu 
transmitted  (^om  one  generation  to  another.  Added  to  the  rest,  sco- 
snal  indulgence  comes  in  still  fnrther  to  swell  the  catalogue  of  hope- 
less maladies,  developing  ciirhosU  of  the  liver,  degeneration  of  the 
kidneys,  induration  or  softening  of  the  brain,  and  other  perversions  of 
structure  as  irremediable  as  the  changes  of  organiiation  wrought  bj 
age.  By  all  these  caasea  morbid  states  of  the  organism  are  indaced. 
which,  in  the  present  condition  of  onr  art,  we  have  no  power  of  cor- 
recting, aod  which,  to  the  end  of  time,  must  remain  incurable. 

But,  while  we  are  obliged  to  admit  that  the  practice  has  not  kepi 
pace  with  the  scieoce  of  medicine,  and  can  eafiily  sec  that  from  the 
nature  of  the  case  it  can  never  attain  to  that  state  of  completeness  of 
which  the  science  is  capablei,  still  it  is  flagrant  injustice  to  our  thera- 
peutics to  affirm,  as  some  are  known  to  do,  that  they  have  not  advanced 
at  all.  Concede  to  ancient  medicine  all  that  is  claimed  for  it  by  the 
most  ardent  admirers  of  antiquity.  Grant  that  the  physicians  of  the 
age  of  Homer,  the  earliest  of  whom  we  have  any  report,  were  men  of 
real  still,  and  made  great  cures  among  the  soldiers  of  Agamemnon. 
I  do  admit  it  iVeely,  foe  the  reverence,  approachiog  idolatry,  in  which 
they  were  held,  proves  them  benefactors  of  their  people.  I  grant, 
also,  that  Hippocrates  was  a  great  physician,  as  well  as  a  true  philoso- 
pher. I  admit  the  claims  of  QaJen  and  Bioseorides  to  having  admin- 
istered medicines  wisely  and  well.  I  give  full  credit  to  Paracelsus, 
who  was  not  content  to  sit  patiently  by  the  bedside  of  the  sick  and 
trust  their  cure  to  the  vit  medicatrix  natura,  but  insisted  on  coming 
in  with  his  heroic  chemicals  and  dispelling  disease  by  their  force. 
I  can  believe  that  Basil  Valentine,  mounted  on  his  currw  triumphalU 
anttmonii,  though  he  may  sometimes  have  driven  it  tqo  fast,  and  not 
always  safely,  yet  made  important  cures  by  his  active  remedies.  I 
heartily  admit  the  practical  skill  of  the  learned  Bcerhaave,  and  that 
the  observant  Sydenham  was  a  safe,  a  judicious  and  a  successful  prac- 
titioner. All  thia  is  conceded  to  the  art  of  former  times.  Medicine,  in 
a  word,  I  believe,  has  been  in  alt  its  stages  a  boou  to  mankind. 

Further  than  all  this,  I  concede  to  the  skeptics,  who  call  in  ques- 
tion the  value  of  curative  medicine,  that  many  diseases  which  were 
formerly  thought  to  be  amenable  to  treatment  are  self -limited,  and  run 
a  determinate  course,  uninfluenced  by  drugs.  I  agree  that  medicines 
have  been  many  times  given  iajudicioualy,  and  that  they  may  be  still 
sometimes  abused.     I  readily  grant  that,  in  many  cases,  the  only  ra- 
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^onal  coaTae  for  the  physician  is  to  assist  natare  in  her  cnr&tiTe  ef- 
forts. My  old  friend,  once  an  eminent  practitioner,  of  this  city,  was, 
I  have  no  donbt,  often  rigLt  when  he  said  to  his  hypoehondmcal  ^vt- 
tientt,  "  Take  good  advice,"  in  answer  to  their  daily  question,  "What 
ahail  I  take?"  He  justly  esteemed  words  to  be  qnite  as  efficacions 
as  bread  pills  or  hoBiBopathio  pellets,  and  saw  no  need  for  active  med- 
ication in  their  oaaee. 

But,  with  all  these  eonmisione,  I  hold  firmly  to  the  remedial 
powers  of  ma  art.  Cnrea  are  ne  less  a  faat  than  disease  and  death. 
As  well  say  that  steam  has  not  sped  the  cmnsierce  of  the  world,  or 
eleetrioity  qnickened  coBimnieatJou  among  the  people  of  the  earth 
as  to  dispute  the  naeiblness  of  medicine.  We  of  this  school  believe 
in  cnzatire  medicine.  We  are  persuaded  that  there  in  an  aneqnivocal 
potency  for  good  in  many  of  onr  remedial  agents,  and  that  the  num- 
ber of  Uieie  is  eoDBt»ntly  increasing.  We  repndiMe  utterly  the  no- 
tion, t^t  the  proper  proceeding  in  practice  is  to  leave  nature  to  her- 
self in  her  contests  with  disease.  We  entirely  agree  with  the  old  wri- 
ter on  medicine,  who  bold  tbat  it  ''is  sohroe  honorabte  to  physicians, 
and  would  be  very  disgraoeful  to  the  Boienee  of  physio,  if  it  afforded 
no  better  assiataioe  than  looking  on  to  see  whether  life  or  death  is  to 
be  the  result  of  tlteir  ooning  twiee  a  day,  and  receiving  so  many  gnin- 
eis."  We  entertain  no  doubt  of  the  ability  of  [Aysicians,  as  well 
to  arrest  disease  in  its  fatal  maroh,  as  to  avert  its  inenTHions,  and  to  miti- 
gate and  alleviate  its  suffering.  Never,  in  any  former  age,  we  are  persua- 
ded, was  the  healing  art  so  effective,  as,  assuredly,  it  was  never  befbre 
so  enlightened,  as  now.  Like  madicsl  scienoe,  though  not  so  rapidly,  it 
is  still  steaiily  gaining  upon  the  daiiness.  The  remedies  we  prescribe 
are  not,  in  one  sense,  M-  active  as  those  that  ware  in  vogne  half  a  cen- 
tury ago.  They  disturb  the  systems  of  onr  patients  less;  but  they 
are  administered  with  fbr  more  precise  knowledge  of  all  their  effects. 
The  power  of  remedial  agents  over  disease  is  greater  than  ever  it  was 
before.  The  good  aouomplisbed  by  them  was,  at  no  time,  ever  bo 
great,  ontl,  what  is  hardly  inftrior  praise,  the  mischief  done  by  them 
was  never  so  small.  The  practice  of  physic,  while  it  is  gaining  in  cer- 
tainty, is  abo  fast  putting  off  Ae  repulsive  mein  wUoh  its  harsh  medi- 
cation long  compelled  it  to  wear,  and  is  sMnmlDg  a  gniso  that  renders 
it  "a  pleasnte  and  a  Strength"  to  the  sick.  Onr  remedies  are  as  nn- 
meroBs  as  ever  they  were,  and  some  of  them  we  still  give  in  herculean 
doses;  but  tbey  are  not  eo  nauseous  as  those  which  formed  the  mate- 
ria tnediea  of  our  medical  Ibreftithere.     We  battle  n«t  so  mwjh  with| 
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diseue  u  they  did,  but  attead  more  to  the  diatheeei  and  the  ntal 
forces  of  our  patientB.  Discriminatiiig  betveen  diseuee  which  mre 
amenable  to  treatment,  and  those  which  tend  alvajs  to  death;  be- 
tween thoM  whioh  may  be  ant  short  bj  ntedieuie,  and  those  which  ran 
a  determinate  eonrae  in  spite  of  medioine;  the  physician  of  ovr  dsj 
has  learned  when  to  interpoae  with  aetive  remedies,  when  to  wait  i^a 
nature  and  onlyattempt  to  aid  her  recaperative  efforta,and  whennothi^ 
is  reserved  for  bii  art  bnt  "to  soothe  the  rietim  no  denee  ean  ■■«." 
Rheumatism,  whioh  it  was  for  a  long  lime  belieTed  no  remedies  eonld 
ent  short,  we  now  arrest  with  great  certainty  by  appropriate  tzest- 
meat,  and,  in  addition  to  this,  those  dreaded  heart  oomplioatioBS 
whioh  formerly  eonstitnted  itn  most  serious  danger,  are  effeotoally 
obTiated  by  the  modern  methods  of  cnre.  Life  has  been  lengthened 
in  phthisis  many  years,  and  the  results  of  reoeat  efforts  at  arrestii^ 
the  disease  in  its  incipient  stage  justify  the  hope  that  the  diathesis  in 
which  it  has  its  origin  may  be  finally  oTorcome,  and  so  the  complaint, 
which  now  oanies  off  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  hnnuu  race  may  be 
practically  abolished.  £pilep8y,  which  has  always  been  regarded  as 
one  of  our  most  intraotable  disordws,  is  now  cured  in  many  instanees. 
The  same  may  be  said  of  tetanos.  Qreat  improvements  have  bera 
made  la  the  treatment  of  asthma,  and  of  all  nervous  affieotions.  In 
alleviative  medicine  we  have  wltnesaed  in  our  own  times  achievements 
which  border  upon  the  marvelous — disooveriea  whioh,  in  importMiee 
to  the  human  family,  rival  anything  in  modem  scienoa  or  art 
For  will  not  annstheeia  compare  fiivorably  with  the  electric  Id- 
egraph,  the  great  invention  of  our  century,  and,  I  may  add,  of 
our  country?  The  telegraph,  indeed,  had  been  foreshadowed  by 
oumbtons  iastroments,  and  we  were  in  some  sort  pr^ared  fix 
its  final  triumph,  by  whioh  continents  are  enabled  to  speak  to  each 
other  across  the  ooean  as  if  fiuie  to  face.  But  when  the  somise  was 
ventured  by  Dr.  Biuh,  that  an  agent  would  in  time  be  disoovered  by 
which  all  pain  would  be  annulled,  while  the  necessary  proceaaes  of 
partariUon  should  go  on  undisturbed,  his  prediotion  sounded  like  a 
dream.  No  one  seemed  to  be  looking  for  its  realisation,  and  yet  all, 
and  moie  than  he  predicted,  has  been  fhllUed.  Pain  is  held  in  abey- 
ance by  our  answtbetios.  Operatious  ftom  which,tortare  was  formeriy 
inseparable  are  now  performed  while  the  subject  is  ade^.  Childrea 
in  convulsions  are  at  onee  mads  tranquil.  Dislocatious  are  reduced  by 
easy  efforts,  of  whieh  the  sufferer  is  scarcely  consoioue.  Throes  ths 
most  painful  known  to  the  human  fVane  are  endured  Jfh^  fh^j^ticnt 
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is  tlie  Mili^ot  «f  pleosBDt  dreame.  Limbs  are  aupnUted,  oalosli  are 
eztrut«d  from  the  bladder,  great  tnmorg  are  vemcrred  with  sa  little 
distorbanoe,  tJiat  patients  are  contiDnall;  wakiig  up  after  tbe  terriflo 
operation  is  orer  and  askikg  the  BnrgeoDr  "Ar*  yon  ready  to  begin?" 

I  ought  go  on  fora  long  tine  remarking  upon  the  intprefreBMits  of 
modern  medioine,  b«t  I  shoidd  wear;  tbe  patjenoe  of  the  aadienoe 
which  honera  ni  with  its  presence ;  and,  beeides,  this  ift  tbe  leu  neoes- 
aary  to  yon,  since,  in  the  several  conrees  of  leotnres  before  yon,  it  will 
be  the  business  of  yonr  teacbora  to  instmot  yon  in  ^eae  diseoreriesv 
The  tbermometer  in  disease,  hypoderraie  ii^eotion*  as  a  mesM  of 
medication,  the  ophtbalmoecope,  tbe  Uryngoseope,  the  mdoroeovpe,  the 
atomisation  of  nedicinea,  the  spbygmograph,  tbe  improved  methods 
of  treatment  in  epilepsy  and  asthma  and  in  all  other  msJadiei,  all 
will  com*  np  in  their  proper  places,  and  I  may  with  propriety  pasa 
tbem  by  iHe  evening.  When  yon  shall  have  heard  all  that  is  to  be 
said  of  Medicine  as  it  new  stands,  yon  will  be  prepared  to  form  a  just 
estimate  of  tbe  progress  whiob  it  has  made  in  tbe  years  since  moat  of 
yon  were  born. 

Tbia  rapid  advance  in  medical  and  snrgioal  soienoe  and  art  is  due 
mainly  to  tbe  wiser  methods  by  which  they  have  been  cnltiTated  in 
modem  timesr  For,  while  it  is  tme  that  in  every  age  of  medicine 
some  bavc  pnrened  it  in  a  philoaopbioal  spirit,  with  the  mass  of  medi- 
cal men  tbe  worst  processes  have  obtained.  All,  for  centnries  to- 
gether, was  blind  devotion  to  antbority,  mere  gness,  vagae  eoi^ectun, 
wild  speculation. 

"  DM  Khom  Hf 'tW  tut,  tbM  (ui  It  to; 
Ho  proof  10  vfclLd  u  ft  word  of  hb.^' 

That  Qalen  said  it  was  so,  was  proof  enongh  of  the  Iket  witb  medieal 
men  for  more  than  a  tbonsand  years.  He  dissected  monkeys,  and  in- 
ferred from  their  anatomy  what  was  the  straatnre  ef  the  bnman  body. 
When  bnman  subjeete  were  at  last  disseoted,  and  it  was  asoartained 
that  Galen's  deaoriptiona  did  not  aj^ly  to  tbem,  tbe  inference  with  his 
disoiplea  wae  that  the  human  body  had  ohanged.  Nature  might  vary 
in  b«r  eonrse,  but  tb«r  f;ieat  master  oonld  not  err. 

For  many  ceolnrieB  tbe  work  of  onr  fathers  in  medioina  was  but 
tittle  alee  than  system -building.  A  disciple  of  the  old  philosopher  of 
Cos  now  and  then  made  experiments  and  observations,  and  multiplied 
facte  which  have  come  down  to  ns ;  bnt  the  Urge  body  af  those  «boa« 
names  remain  were  dreamers.  They  apnn  out  tlwories  in  their  olosets 
to  be  adopted,  and  sworn  by,  and  praetJoed  upon,  by  Ae  midtitad*'^' 
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■their  foHoiren.  Tbe  chief  bnuDesa  of  erery  phTstcUn  who  felt  him- 
self capable  of  adraiimng  medical  soience  vu  to  fhtme  a  theory  of 
•di«e«ie.  Thia  was  d«eme4  ^e  great  desideratnnt  in  medicine.  Te 
thi«  hard  prohlam  the  medioal  mind  of  al)  n&Uona  was  laboriotiilj 
^iraotod,  from  theage  of  Oalen  down  to  the  times  in  which  we  live. 
Eaoh  medical  philoBopber  had  the  bialc  before  him,  first  to  overthrow 
die  theory  of  hie  predeeeBoer,  hnd  then,  span  its  rains,  to  erect  one  of 
his  own.  T^CM  wve-drkwn  ^eenlntions,  more  futile  Aan  the  reveries 
of  the  alehemiibs,  the  work  of  scholars  sarronnded  by  their  libraries, 
conBtitate  the  body  of  tite  medical  literature  in  which  the  history  of 
o«r  art  is  wriMes.  First  came  the  hypothesis  of  hot  and  cold,  mois- 
tnre  and  dryness,  explaining  by  th^ir  reciprocal  inflnence  all  morbid 
action;  and  this  theory  had  an  endaring  reign.  Then  was  proposed 
a  theory  of  relazatian  and  overbraelng,  which  aoeotinted  for  all  the 
phenomena  of  dtsMuM.  Later,  the  fiery  arclteus  of  Van  Helmoot  and 
the  raMonedBoulofStahl,  watnhingoTer  the  farnnan  hod;,  were  created 
to  ezplaia  all  the  Unctions  of  the  animal  eoonomy,  and  the  ori^n  of 
all  the  ills  that  flesh  is  heir  to.  Then  appeared  the  mechanical  theory 
■of  "lentor  and  morbid  viscidity"  of  the  blood;  to  be  followed  by  the 
chemical  h^otJiesis  of  hostile  alkkties  and  acids  perrading  tind  dis- 
turbing the  eoonomy.  The  theories  of  Boerhaave  and  Cnllen  sne- 
oeeded  to  l4eee;  aftd  they  wet«  met  by  Che  specnlationa  of  Brown, 
-who  resolved  all  diseases  into  the  "sthenic"  or  the  "asthenic"  class, 
and  found  ha  tfae  lancet  or  m  brandy  a  remedy  for  tlten  all.  At  last 
America  produced  a  teacher  ready  to  grapple  with  the  great,  many- 
sided  question,  and  propound  a  theory  of  disease.  Our  great  Rush 
«aw  unity  in  the  midst  of  contrariety.  Disease,  according  to  faim,  is  a 
unit.  One  of  his  illnstrioiu  pupils,  Dr.  John  Esten  Cooke,  was  the 
&nt  VtofemK  of  Theory  and  Practice  in  titis  school,  and  he,  too,  had 
his  theory.  Prof  Cooke  is  worth;  of  special  mevtioK  here  as  the  last 
of  the  thecrietB  in  our  couatry.  He  is  worthy  of  special  mention  on 
another  aceoant — as  Aamlshing,  in  his  Kfe  of  fidelity  to  moral  and 
christian  principle,  an  example  worthy  of  tlte  imitation  of  all  young 
men.  He  was  one  of  the  truest  men  I  have  ever  known — one  of  the 
firmest,  bravest,  most  ctmEoienticms  an4  upright.  He  was,  besides,  a 
logiolam  and  a  )Aitosopl>er— ^tleiit,  laboriove,  cautious  and  learned. 
Be  forge4  a  chain  «f  argument  so  coupmt  and  connefft«d  that  few 
stndMitB  oMiM  resist  fall  k^eal  oonohurioni.  He  believed  implicitly 
■n  the  trutli  of  all  tfeat  he  taught,  and  showed  hy  his  manner  that  it 
was  a  lore  of  tmth  and  net  of  victory  that  impelled  him  to  prte  Jus 
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coDvlctions  i^on  hjj  pnpili.  Hia  wm  a  very  simple  tbvory — ttmt  of 
coDgestioa-  It  waa  eftsily  mtderatood.  The  btTtOGbu  of  tbe  resft  oara, 
embracing  partioaluly  the  vqitu  of  the  liver,  iu  4  &(at4  of  eBgogcge- 
ment  from  weakened  action  of  the  heart — this  it  me,  he  h^ld,  which 
caused  fever,  cholera,  djBpapaia,dueMetafth«livQi,braui;  ina.wordr 
all  that  might  be  trMed  to  venoM  congeation-  His  pnetioe  giew 
naturally  out  of  his  theory,  and  was  correapOMdiBgly  simple.  It  aou- 
sisted  in  the  use  of  remedies  which  prewoted  biliny  Bwr«|aon>  First, 
middle  and  last  it  was  to  purge — to  pr«mot«.c«iisisteutalviDe  eviioua- 
tions.  This  theory,  aoconotit^  so  pla»albly  foe  ma^y  morbid  ^eno- 
mena,  aod  supported  by  eutdi  an  array  of  instanns  as  its  leaned  aatbor 
adduced  iu  Ita  defense,  was  geuarally.  accepted  by  the  pupils  of  the 
gifted  professor,  and  for  mapy  years  it  exerted  a  wide  ipfluence  aver 
the  practice  of  the  South.  The  pnotice,  indeed,  wodified  io.  many 
respects,  slill  holds  ite  ground  with  most  of  tho*^  vbo.sat  under  the 
lectures  of  this  great  and  good  man.  But  qo  advQoaite  of  the  tJteory 
is  now  found,  and  with  it  tbeotinug  may  be  said  to  have  ceaaed  iu  Uae 
school.  It  is  referred  to  on  this  oocaaioa  as  aa  inteiestiig  lelieof  the 
past,  being  the  last  effort  here  to  frame  a  ayetem  of  medieiuc- 

Wheu  such  was  m«diciae,  stodeata  AooJcsd  bi  the  achools  wh«re 
renowned  masters  taught,  uot  to  witness  experigtests  and  operatious, 
not  to  make  dissections,  or  see  disease  iu  its  many  shapes,  bub  to  hear 
them  expound  their  systems  and  listen  ,to  the.  details  of  their  experi- 
ence. Thus  the  great  Boexbaave  sat  for  years  in  hii  chair,  at  Iieyden, 
with  pupils  gathered  roun^  him  from  all  porta  of  the  world,  reading 
his  lectures  on  "peccant  humors,"  de^cribiog  the  fierce  conteEts  ef 
acids  and  alkalies  in  the  system,  explaiiujig  bow  the  blood  was  to  be 
thinned  by  lenitives,  and  purified  by  sudorifica;  and  this  was  the  best 
method  of  teaching  medicine  that  then  occurred  to  the  medical  mind 
of  the  world.  Trqe,  late  in  life,  Boerhaavf;  returned  to  the  proeesses 
of  obaervatioQ  and  experience  inculcated  by  the  Father  of  Uodicioe, 
and  opened  a  hospital  in  which  he  lectured  to  his  pupils  on  the  history 
of  the  diseases  before  him.  Cliuical  medicine^  ufiver  wholly  n£gleeied 
during  all  the  reign  of  theory,  thenceforward  oeoupied  a  more  promi- 
nent place  in  most  of  the  schools.  But  it  continued  to  be  incidental 
and  subordinate.  The  leading  purpose  of  the  pupils^  aa  before,  was 
slill  to  listen  to  the  lectures  of  a  great  teacher.  Rush,  Hoeaclc,  Ca- 
vidge  and  Brown  reported  to  Edinbuigb  from;  Amfiieik  to  hear  Gaiha 
lecture  and  learn  Cullen's  system,  aa  Cullen  ht^d  gone  before  to  Leyden 
to  listen  to  Boerbaave.     They  returped  hone,  to  imrtitute  a  similar 

X.oot^lc 
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node  of  instraction.  SiHing  in  thoir  olutin  in  M«w  York,  Phikdel- 
phut,  Baltimore  or  Lozington,  tliejr  read  lo  ovr  fitthers  and  preeeptan 
their  oarefally-imtten  pnleetiotis  on  disease,  and  sofolded  at  length 
their  theoriea  of  nedioine.  Their  pupils  reaerted  to  t^e  Bohoola  where 
they  taoght  to  hear  what  A»j  pr«^«ued,  to  drink  in  draagfata  of  vii- 
dom  from  their  lips,  and  to  be  gsided  in  praotioe  b;  their  dootriDCS. 
In  the  ooorsea  of  leotarea  upon  whieb  the;  waited  they  witDeaaed  ■ 
few  ebemioal  experiBtcnta,  made,  perhaps,  some  caraory  disoeetJODS. 
aaw  an  oeeasioaal  bit  of  sui^ry,  and  walked  the  wards  of  tb«  hoapitab 
in  crowds  to  hear  remarks  made  on  patients  wbora  they  were  not  able 
to  see.  Bnt  their  ehief  parpoee  in  going  to  thft  lehools  was  to  hear 
great  teaebers,  eot  to  sae  their  hands  or  eyes.  Their  highest  ambitioe 
waa  to  uaater  the  tbeoriea  of  some  illuatriooB  professor.  Hia  philoe- 
opt^  waa  to  be  tbeir  goidiag  principle — his  recipes  their  anchor  id 
prsctiee.  Demonstration  was  the  accident,  diasertations  were  the  rale. 
Material  helps  were  nothing;  the  pTofesson  were  eTcrything.  One 
great  name  often  made  the  school.  T\A  chemist  read  from  hia  ehab 
kceonnta  of  the  newlj-disoOTered  oxygen,  eaThonio  add,  chlorine,  and 
hydri^en,  eareftilly  sealed  np  in  glass  bottles;  and  the  profeasor  of 
anatomy  read  mimte  deseriptions  of  bones  and  blood  Tcssels,  moselee 
and  nerres.  Dr.  Drake  relates  of  himself  that  the  first  task  asaigned 
him  on  eommeneing  the  study  of  medicine,  was  to  commit  to  memory 
Chesselden  on  the  bones  and  Innes  on  the  mnseles,  without  a  skeleton, 
or  so  much  as  a  plate  to  lighten  his  laborious  duty. 

How  completely  all  this  has  been  changed  in  our  day  I  need  not 
point  out  to  you  at  any  great  length.  Ton  are  all  aware  how  largely 
demonstrations  now  enter  into  every  course  of  medical  instniotion.  It 
is  not  merely  to  hear  but  to  see,  as  well,  that  students  now  repair  to 
the  medical  colleges.  When  a  young  man,  now  nearly  twenty  yean 
ago,  I  took  the  ground  in  some  remarks  which  I  had  the  honor  to 
make  before  the  American  Medical  Associat^n,  at  its  meeting  ia 
Cincinnati,  that  medical  schools  must  rest  upon  hoepitala  aud  other 
public  chsritiea,  where  disease  in  its  progress  and  terminations  aaighl 
be  studied ;  that  the  sites  for  them  were  not  aequeetered  Tillagea  or 
quiet  country  towns,  places  the  most  favorable  to  the  study  of  books, 
but  in  the  din  and  bustle  of  crowded  cities,  where  most  casualties  oocar, 
and  the  greatest  number  of  sick  people  are  treated  at  the  pahUe 
expense.  I  contended  that  Ae  schools  which  had  not  the  meana  of 
imparting  clinical  instrnotion  on  an  ample  scale  must  eventiiaDy  decay. 
These  views,  it  is  safe  to  say,  are  those  which  are  now  uniTaiallT 
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accepted  in  regard  to  medical  tesolHiig.  The  maxim  of  the  profession 
has  oome  to  be,  *o  elinieal  /adlitiet,  no  medical  icKool.  Tbe  achooU 
are  now  made  by  tke  cHnica  and  tbe  otber  means  of  demonstration. 
The  great  sokooli  of  the  world  in  onr  day  are  found  where  there  is 
most  to  be  learned  by  obMmtion — where  there  are  the  most  snbjects 
for  the  Btndy  of  anatomy,  the  moat  patients  fbr  &e  stady  of  disease, 
Uie  greatest  number  of  enrgieal  operations  to  be  seen,  the  largest  and 
best-arrsBged  taboratoriee,  and  the  beat  cabineta  and  musenms  illus- 
trating all  the  faels  in  the  history  of  diaease.  Hind  is  as  indispensable 
as  ever  to  direet  in  the  eohools.  Mind  most  preside  orer  and  marshal 
the  matertale,  ednee  iVom  them  and  indteate  the  lessons  they  teach, 
and  gnide  the  yosng  student  in  his  coarse  of  stndy.  Teaehera  there 
most  be  still,  not  leas  than  laboratorieB  am)  masenms,  hospitals  and 
subjects — (eaohera  formed  by  nature  as  well  aa  by  edneation  to  teach — 
teaehers  who  have  the  gift  of  utterance  aa  well  as  the  necessary  stores 
of  knowledge.  Without  them,  all  material  aids  are  unaTailiog.  No 
amount  of  apparatus,  no  number  of  diseased  people  will  make  a 
phyaioiau  without  a  master.  But  tbe  master,  now-a-days,  is  nothing 
without  the  snbjeete  and  the  apparatus.  Ton  would  laugh  to  scorn  a 
professor  of  anatomy  who  should  oome  before  you  with  a  written 
description  of  tbe  eye  instead  of  tbe  eye  itself,  or  a  model  exhibiting 
its  structure.  You  would  not  listen  long  to  your  most  eloquent  teacher 
of  chemistry  if  he  should  content  himself  with  reading  to  yon  about 
tbe  reaction  of  agents  hermetically  sealed  up  in  glass  jars.  Pnpils 
no  longer  aoeept  the  ipu  dixit  of  their  Instructor.  They  no  longer 
swear  in  the  words  of  some  great  master.  They  demand  proof  of  all 
that  is  asserted.  Tke  question  with  them  is,  not  what  says  the  teacher, 
but  what  are  the  deductions  to  be  made  from  a  series  of  clinical  cases? 
What  do  the  atatistics  of  the  matter  teach,  not  what  the  professor 
believes,  is  the  great  inquiry.  And  be  is  the  tuccm/ul  teacher  who 
enriokes  the  minds  of  kis  pupils  witit  the  greatest  number  of  valuable 
facta— who,  at  tbe  same  time  that  he  makes  them  learned  about  disease, 
makes  them  also  handy  in  its  treatment — who  brings  before  them  human 
ailments  in  the  greatest  variety  of  forms,  and  instructs  them  how  they 
may  be  beat  remedied. 

This,  indeed,  is  the  ideal  which  every  consoientious  teacher  kolda 
steadily  in  his  mind,  and  toward  which  all  his  efforts  are  directed — to 
skow  how  disease  is  to  lie  cured — to  be  cnred  aafely,  speedily,  and 
with  the  least  discomfort  to  the  sufferer.  To  this  noble  end  all  your 
studies  have  reference.     It  is  in  the  expectation  of  being  tanght'yo^n. 
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profession,  under  the  best  lights  uid  in  its  most  Kdranced  state,  tbl 
you  have  ooma  heie  to  follov  the  several  coatsea  of  leetares  io  lUi 
institutioQ.  Yoa  ezjpect  to  be  tsoght  by  this  facalty  how  to  core  i» 
ease,  or  how  to  prevant  it,  &Qd  how  to  prolong. hamsii  life  and  «Ue- 
riate  hnman  sufferiog.  ]^heee  just  expectatioDS,  I  believe,  will  notbe 
dieappoiDted.  We  greatl;  deoeiye  ourseWea  if  this  sehool  is  not  lilt- 
ioned  after  the  ideal  whioh  I  have  attempted  to  hold  up  before  jra 
as  a  perfect  school.  It  will  be  our  eonstaat  eudsayor  to  render  mi 
courses  of  iDStcuction  vseftil  to  yon — to  illaatratA  eierythiog  that  no 
be  made  more  plain  or  impressire  by  models,  or  apparktiia,  or  norbid 
preparattooB,  or  the  living  sobjects  of  disease.  We  are  Doihing  if  Mt 
practical.  W«  claim  Qose  of  the  respect  of  the  profesaion  if  we  in 
Dot  upon  the  tme  line  of  profassional  iaproTement,  and  if  the  itjle 
of  our  teaching  is  not  acoordiog  to  the  spirit  of  the  age  uid  op  to  tke 
moat  improved  method  of  the  times.  Not  that  we  profess  to  preseil 
to  you  a  perfect  school  of  medioiaie.  Far  from  il.  ImperfeotioD  it- 
taches  to  all  human  institutions.  Medicine  itself  is  prograBHive,  ui 
not  until  it  has  reached  itA  utmost  limits  of  development  ean  medinl 
teaching  attain  to  peifeolaon.  But  we  claim  to  be  on  the  alert  tt 
catch  the  first  intelligence  of  any  advance  in  the  sei«ic«  of  the  art, 
and  to  have  adopted  whatever  there  is  of  wise  innovation  in  the  malli- 
oda  of  teachiug  medicine  in  our  day.  Clinioal  in  design  frwn  the  be- 
ginning, we  are  striving  to  moke  the  University  more  and  more  s 
school  of  Clinical  Medicine.  If  any  of  its  earlier  pupils  should  re- 
turn here  this  winter,  they  would  find  ua  in  the  pftth  which  Caldwell 
and  Brake  sought  to  tread  when  they  were  here — etill  drawing  leeuH 
of  practice  from  the  records  of  boapitala,  infirmaries,  kod  dispeut- 
ries,  but  with  ampler  materials  than  our  city  afforded  at  that  «ulj 
day.  They  would  miss  most  of  the  familiar  names  which  first  gin 
lustre  to  the  school,  but  tbey  would  IVeely  admit,  I  am  auce,  tbatn 
have  made  some  improvements  upon  the  teachings  of  our  illualriou 
predecessors.  Not  only  would  they  find  the  number  of  chair*  ia  tbe 
University  increased,  but  would  remark  that  far  moreatteiitiooisgiTta 
to  making  every  part  of  every  course  demonstrative  aad  piactieil. 
And  so  you,  when  you  shall  return  to  your  Almn  Atater  at  aota  d>>- 
tant  day  will  in  all  probability  find  some  of  us  gone;  but  our  pUees, 
I  doubt  not,  will  be  filled  by  those  who  will  bear. our  benign  ptilet- 
»iou  forward  after  us,  as  we  claim  to  have  carried  it  beyond  the  poiat 
where  our  ancestors  left  it,  and  improve  upon  our  method  of  teachinfi 
as  we  think  we  have  improved  upon  theirs.     The  institntion  KiJk  not 
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perish,  bat  will  grow  with  the  growth  and  atrengthen  with  the  strength 
of  the  city  which  endowed  it  with  its  ample  grounds,  its  spactona  edi- 
fice and  ite  rich  library  and  snites  of  apparatus.  The  building  may 
fall  a  prey  again  to  devonring  fire,  bnt  its  vigilant  trustees  see  to  it 
that  prOTision  is  constantly  made  for  its  reconstmction  in  case  of  such 
an  aceident.  Its  means  for  imparting  medical  instraction  will  be  ang- 
mcnted  every  year  with  the  growing  population  and  resources  of  our 
city.  A  third  of  a  century,  the  time  not  yet  quite  elapsed  since  its 
name  first  appvared  in  the  catalogue  of  American  medical  schools,  is 
a  very  brief  period  in  the  history  of  a  foundation  such  as  it  is.  The 
iflstitutiou  indeed  may  be  said  with  perfect  propriety  to  be  yet  in  its 
infoncy.  Your  remoto  descendants,  when  any  of  them,  infiuenced  by 
your  example,  repair  to  it  to  be  instructed  in  the  healing  art,  as  you 
have  done  this  evening,  will  find  it  only  the  mora  vigoroas  for  ita  ac- 
cumulated years,  and  richer  in  everything  pertuning  to  medioal  teach- 
ing. Its  corps  of  teachers,  progressive  men  still,  ae  I  can  not  doubt 
they  will  be,  eaniest,  energetic,  lealonsly  laboring  for  the  sdvancemeat 
of  medicine,  still  abreast  with  the  discoveries  of  their  times  and  con- 
tributing to  their  uamber,  not  less  elevated  in  moral  tone  than  dis- ' 
tingnished  for  professional  learning  and  skill,  will  advance  its  claims 
still  k^her  to  the  respect  of  the  profession  and  the  gratitude  of  men. 


UPON  THE  RELATIONSHIP  BETWEEN  EPITHELIUM  AND 
BLOOD,  PUS,  CHYLE  AND  LYMPH  CELLS. 

BT  J.  OAKDNEK,  H.  D.,  BEDFORD,  IND. 

There  are  sveral  varieties  of  epithelium,  and  they  have  names 
more  or  less  arbitrary. 

That  whieh  forms  the  epidermis  is  "squamous;"  that  of  the  cho- 
roid ooat  of  the  eye,  is  "tessellated;"  that  of  the  intestines,  is  "pris; 
matio,"  or  "oonoidal;"  that  of  the  bronchii,  is  "ciliated;"  and  that 
of  the  liver,  kidneys,  lymphatics,  &e.,  is  "glandular." 

Each  of  tLese  types  has  its  modifications,  which  insoiiBibly  run  into 
Other  types;  bo  tiut  it  is  often  difficult  to  tell  preciselj  which  class  an 
indiridual  specimen  belongs  in. 

There  are  two  great  diTiaions  into  whieh  they  dioald  be  separatedt  |^' 
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according  to  tkeir  phyaiologio&l  fanctioos.    The  oSo«s  perfortD«d  by 
them  shoald  be  the  index  of  their  belonging. 

Nearly  all  flat  epithelium  ia  protective  in  il«  character,  nad  ex- 
pends all  of  its  energy  id  koeping  off  viotent  or  deatmotJTe  imflsences 
fVom  tissnea  beneath,  and  rodaoing  friction  to  its  Binimnm  ia  onpo- 
sing  surfaces.  The  sqnamons  epitheliam  of  the  dermoid  stmetnre  acts 
as  a  shielding  armor  to  the  delicate  nerve  filaments  that  fem»  sack  a 
olosely  intarlaoiag  plexus  of  sensititive  fibers  through  erefy  part  ef 
the  vera  cutis  and  rete  mncosnm. 

'Without  this,  erery  portion  of  the  surface  of  the  body  would  be 
the  seat  of  most  excruciating  pain  whenever  touched — no  matter  how 
slightly — by  any  foreign  body. 

Tessellated  epithelium  is  akin  to  the  squamous,  bat  is  more  regu- 
lar in  form,  the  edges  of  the  cells  fitting  aocurately  together,  without 
overlapping,  as  in  the  previously  described  kind.  The  skin  of  tli» 
jVog  shows  this  in  the  most  beantif^l  manner. 

The  membranes  of  serous  sacks  are  covered  with  tessellated  epi- 
thelium, which  is  BO  smooth  that  tlie  continuous  gliding  of  the  sur- 
faces over  each  other,  as  in  the  respiratory  act,  or  in  the  peristaltic 
motions  of  the  intestines,  is  entirely  unnoticed. 

The  epithelium  of  serous  membranes  has  the  power  of  secreting 
a  limited  quantity  of  fluid  for  lubricating  purposes,  which  is  the  true 
synovia. 

Sometimes  the  secretory  action  becomes  excessive,  in  which  case 
a  dropsy  of  the  part  results.  At  other  times,  through  the  influence 
of  morbid  agency,  the  secretion  is  entirely  suppressed,  and  b  train  of 
morbid  action  follows,  which  is  of  lasting  damage. 

The  friction  sound  of  plearisy  is  so  caused;  as  is,  also,  the  creak- 
ing heard  in  the  joints  in  articular  rheumatism. 

Idiopathic  peritonitis  commences  with  an  unnatural  dryness  of  its 
epithelial  surfaces. 

The  involvement  of  serous  membranes  in  inflammatory  processes 
is  always  more  painful  than  when  mucous  membranes  alone  are  af- 
fected, because  of  friction  (motion)  existing  as  a  normal  oonditioB. 
The  gliding  of  the  surfaces  is  unnoticed  when  the  parts  are  in  health, 
but  it  becomes  unbearable  in  disease. 

Olandular  epitheliam  is  found  in  the  tnbuli  of  the  kidneys,  in  the 
ducts  running  through  the  general  system  of  lymphatio  g;)ande,  in  the 
entire  body,  and  in  certain  special  localities.  It  has  an  o&ee  Mpaivta 
and  distinct  from  that  of  protection;  though  that  is  ppohablw  ea- 
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Imnsad  in  it  in  a  HabordioBte  seDse.    Its  prineipkl  miuioB  ia  BscMtion 
and  elaboration. 

tinder  the  bead  of  elaboration  we  mnHt  inolnde  tbe  excreted  fluids 
of  bile,  nrine,  and  perspiration.  There  are  other  miaor  aecretioDfl, 
as  oemmeit  of  the  ear  and  meihomiaB  gliDds,  of  Cowper's  glaods,  the 
prostate  and  testis;  all  of  vhioh  present  the  singular  spectacle  of 
widely  different  results  of  phyBiol<^ioat  action  upon  these  apparently 
insignificant  bodiea. 

The  sise  of  epithelinm  cells  of  eaoh  class  is  variable,  but  is  eon- 
fibed  to  certain  limits.  Where  there  is  more  than  one  layer,  the  in- 
ternal cells  are  rounder  and  contain  more  fluid  than  those  of  the  sur- 
face. External  causes  have  much  to  do  with  their  degree  of  develop- 
ment, and  the  time  of  their  desquamation. 

Solutions  of  the  alkalies,  if  concentrated,  diesolre  the  cell  walls  to 
fbrm  a  kind  of  ropy  snbstance. 

Ciliated  epithelium  is  actively  vital  for  a  considerable  length  of 
time  after  it  is  removed  fVom  its  natural  locality;  providing  it  is  for- 
nished  with  a  snfficiency  of  the  fluid  in  which  it  was  bathed,  and  it 
is  kept  at  the  natural  temperature  of  the  body  IVom  which  it  was 
taken. 

This  variety  has  a  triple  office  to  perform,  to-wit:  protection,  sb- 
cretion  and  propulsion.  The  vibratile  cilia  crowning  the  free  ends  or' 
bases  of  the  conoidal  cells  act  as  so  many  sweeps  to  carry  forward  any; 
excess  of  mncns  that  would  accumulate  in  the  minute  bronchii  and 
air  cells,  and  act  as  an  irritative  foreign  body.  They  alio  carry  off 
any  particles  of  dust  or  other  solids  that  are  carried  into  the  lungs, 
during  inhalation. 

There  are  strong  reasons  for  believing  that  tuberculous  deposits  in 
the  lungs  would  be  much  rarer  if  the  ciliated  epithelium  lining  Ae 
mnooua  surfaces  of  the  lungs  would  preserve  its  integrity. 

Tubercle  corpuscles  are  probably  nothing  more  than  immature,  oi 
aborted  epithelium  cells. 

What  is  more  rational,  when  we  consider  the  fonctiena  of  ciliated, 
epithelium,  than  that  an  impairment  of  its  activitj^,  or  the  deoading. 
of  the  membranes  of  it,  should  allow  detached  poitions  of  it,  withi 
mncue,  loot,  and  dust  to  aocumolate  in  the  air  cell s^  solidify ,^sofle a 
aud  become  purulent,  to  the  destruction  of  the  contiguous  tissues? 

The  causes  operating  upon  the  epithelium  of  the  lungs  often  af- 
fect, sympathetically,  the  epithelium  of  the  entire  bodj. 

The  hair  and  nails  also  show  the  intimate  con oection  exist^^ffefn|^> 
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tween  mneons  flurftees  ereryirhere;  in  their  sympatbetic  departtm 
iVom  a  healthy  standanl. 

But  it  is  to  the  conoida)  or  piiBmaUo  epitheKnm  of  the  intestjul 
canal,  that  we  mast  look  for  Hit  key  to  the  whole  Byetem  of  assimila- 
tion and  nntrition.  It  coTers  almoBt  the  entire  Bnrfaee  of  the  canal, 
ftom  the  cardiso  orifice  of  the  stomaoh  to  within  two  or  three  inchei 
of  the  anas.  When  we  ooneider  the  immense  amount  of  surface  pro- 
'duced  by  the  duplicatnre  of  the  mucona  membrane,  and  the  increase 
upon  that  of  the  papillar  projeotiona  of  the  Titli ;  and  remember  that 
-every  tiIIoub  prominence  has  an  inyestment  of  coooidal  epitbelinm, 
with  the  pointed  ends  attached  to  the  membrane,  and  the  sides  ooap- 
tated  together,  with  the  bases  forming  an  even  Borface  of  polygonal 
-cells  outwards,  and  that  it  is  by  their  agency  alone  that  the  whole  aa- 
flimilatioD  of  aliment«ry  enbstasoes  is  carried  on,  wc  must  at  once 
admit  that  they  take  a  leading  plaoe  in  the  phenomena  of  life.  Each 
cell  is  a  living  body — a  gland  of  the  most  primitive  type.  It  is  com- 
posed of  a  nnol^ns,  a  cell  wall  and  a  contained  fluid.  Some  of  tht 
eoatiDental  observers  have  thought  that  they  discovered  delicats 
mouths  or  apertures  in  the  bases  of  the  colls,  whereby  they  admitted 
the  chyme  from  the  intestjnal  oanal.  This  appearance  was  probably 
illusory,  and  the  real  mode  Ib  by  transudation  or  endosmose.  Cer- 
tainly after  a  meal  they  are  found  to  be  filled  with  granular  oontenta 
identical  with  the  obyle  granules  found  in  the  mesenteric  glands  and 
lacteals.  The  lacteals  take  the  granular  contents  of  the  epithelium 
and  pass  them  to  the  mesenteric  glands,  wherein  they  aro  further  elab- 
orated and  sent  through  to  the  thoracic  dnct,  and  trom  thence  to  tiia 
general  circulation. 

After  prolonged  fasting  the  epithelium  covering  the  villi  is  found 
tbo  be  coaaparatively  empty. 

After  death  all  glandnlar  epithelium  and  allepithelinm  haying  a  een- 
tained  fluid  undergo  a  coagulation  of  their  contents,  which  rendetB  it 
'Opaque.  The  corneal  epithelium  undergoes  a  solidiSoation  of  ita  albn- 
minoDs  endoplast,  which  manifests  itself  in  the  glasiog  of  the  eye  aP- 
ior  life  leaves  the  body. 

The  rice-water  disobarge  of  cholera  owes  its  color  principally  to 
ithe  prisnatio  epithelium  of  which  the  intestinal  villi  have  been  dcna- 
ded.  When  the  mucous  membranes  are  thus  denuded,  the  lacleab 
htfve  but  slight  oppoBition  to  -the  pouring  out  of  their  cant«nta.  The 
blood  IB  in  a  like  manner  de&auded  of  a  large  quantity  of  its  plasxaa, 
*nd  loses  ita  poww  of  ooagulaticm.  ,  -  . 
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Tbe  fibrin  transadee  througli  the  delicate  membrane  denuded  of 
ita  epithelium,  and  leareB  tbe  more  eolid  oouteuts  of  the  blood  to  carry 
on  an  imperfect  circulation  for  a  time,  uAtil  tbe  blood  becomes  so  im- 
poverished that  it  is  no  longer  capable  of  aapportisg  lifoj  coIlapBS 
eDBnes,  and  death  closes  the  chapter. 

Tbe  death  and  exfoliation  of  a  large  part  of  the  epithelium  of  the 
intestioes  would  not  be  of  such  exceedingly  disaetrous  coneequence, 
but  that  the  same  noxious  causes  produoiag  them,  at  the  same  time 
destroy  tbe  vitality  of  the  germinal  matter,  more  or  less  completely, 
throughout  the  entire  system. 

The  clear  fluid  or  eudoplasm  vithiu  tbe  cell  walls  has  the  power  of 
transmitting  material  properly  prepared  by  chymification,  through  tbe 
interior  of  the  cell  to  its  apex,  where  it  transudes  into  the  lactaals. 
At  the  same  time  it  imparts  to  the  chylous  fluid  a  portion  of  its  own 
living  substance  by  which  it  becomes  further  prepared  for  organiu- 
tioD. 

Ab  it  advauces  through  the  mesenteric  glands,  it  is  matured  into 
the  true  chyle  cells. 

A  similar  set  of  vital  operations  is  b^ng  carried  on  by  the  lym- 
phatic glands  in  all  parts  of  tbe  body;  with  this  difference:  tbe  lym- 
phages  derive  their  material  from  breaking  down  tissues,  which  it  re- 
elaborates  into  the  lymph  cells,  which  are,  in  every  respect,  identical 
with  chyle  cells. 

The  chyle  and  lymph  corpuscles  are  also  identical  with  the  white 
corpuscles  of  tbe  blood,  and  it  is  through  the  ageuoy  of  them  that 
autrition  and  repair  are  mainly  afTected.  This  may  be  witnessed  by 
irritating  the  web  of  the  frog's  foot,  at  which  tbe  blood  rnsbes  to  the 
point  irritated  as  though  it  had  especial  volition.  Upon  examining 
the  blood  producing  the  stasis  of  the  part,  it  will  he  found  to  contain 
a  much  larger  proportion  of  the  white  cells  than  the  general  circula- 
tion possesses.  If  tbe  irritation  is  carried  farther  and  prolonged,  pus 
will  form. 

Tbe  difference  between  mucus,  pus  and  lymph,  is  not  in  their  solid 
or  corpusclar  parta,  but  in  their  plasma.  JJi/mph  is  highly  fibrinous, 
and  consequently  spontaneously  coagulable}  while  pus  is  albuminous, 
and  is  only  coagulable  by  heat  or  chemical  agency. 

Thus,  when  jt  lacerated  or  incised  wound  is  inflicted,  nature  at- 
tempt repair  of  the  damage  by  the  speediest  method  first;  this  is  a 
anion  by  flrst  intention.  This  always  takes  place  through  an  aggluti- 
nation of  the  surfaces  together  by  coagulable  lymph.    When,  through 
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tbe  luitiire  of  the  wound,  or  other  c&ases,  as  vice  of  tlie  oODStitntJOD, 
this  fsila  in  part  or  in  whole,  natare  has  a  last  resort  for  repair,  which 
is  the  suppurative  process. 

Id  this  the  same  white  cells  are  used,  or  others  bo  like  them  that 
they  are  undiBtin^ishable,  but  the  plasma  is  diffoTent.  It  is  albami- 
nons  and  not  spontaneously  ooagulable.  The  process  must  now  be  i 
building  up  by  granulation;  a  literal  generation  of  new  tissnes.  It  is 
not  certain  that  the  entire  pni  cell  ever  enters  into  the  formatioa  of 
new  tissue,  but  it  is  probable.  If  it  does  not,  it  imparts  a  portion  of 
its  germinal  matter  to  the  plastic  material  that  is  to  be  transfonned 
into  such  tissue.  A  small  portion  of  this  germinal  matter  is  capable 
of  acting  upon  a  large  quantity  of  unorganised  fluid  and  of  chang^g 
it  into  organised  or  formed  material.  It  is  the  little  leaven  that  leav- 
ens the  whole  lump. 

Every  tme  cell  is  at  some  period  of  its  existence  a  secreting  gland. 
The  white  blood  cell,  lymph  cell,  chyle  cell,  mucus  cell,  pus  cell,  and 
epithelial  cell  are  all  glands — glands  of  the  most  primitive  type;  but 
still  glands.  The  five  first  are  free  migratory  glands,  which  travel 
wherever  they  are  most  wanted ;  the  last  is  attached  aud  stationary. 

The  red  blood  corpuscle  is  not  a  cell,  neither  is  it  a  glaud;  nor 
does  it  exercise  any  immediate  agency  in  the  repair  of  lesions  or  tht 
waste  of  tissues.  The  red  corpuscle  is  homogeneous  in  structure,  of 
semi-fluid  consisteucy,  and  is  destitute  of  both  a  cell  wall  and  nu- 
cleus. This  may  be  proven  by  witnessing  the  breaking  in  two  of  a 
corpuscle,  in  which  there  is  no  escape  of  contents,  nor  collapse  of 
iralls.  This  establishes  the  homogeneiety  of  the  mass  composing  the 
■disc.  Another  evidence,  and  one  of  itself  sufficient  to  prove  the  posi- 
tion, is  the  fact  that  the  red  blood  corpuscles  of  some  of  the  rodents — 
the  guinea-pig  especially — nndei^o  spontaneons  crystal liiation  after 
being  drawn  from  the  blood  vessels.  Every  red  blood  disc  is  wholly 
transformed  into  a  separate  crystal  of  a  beautiful  ruby  red  color.  Th« 
whole  red  corpuscle,  then,  consists  of  htemato-crystallin,  and  is  a  prox- 
imate principle. 

This  property  of  the  red  blood  corpuscle  may  be  taken  advantage 
of  in  medico-legal  cases  where  blood-stains  are  found  upon  the  cloth- 
ing or  utensils  of  persons  suspected  of  murder.  If  the  blood  be  h>- 
man,  the  dilution  of  it  with  water  and  the  passage  through  it  first  of 
a  stream  of  oxygen,  and  afterwards  of  carbonic  acid,  will  convert  tlie 
corpuscles  in  crystals.  The  fiuid  should  be  allowed  to  rest  a  day  or 
two,  forthe  crystals  to  subside.  n,g,ti7rJi,CoOQlL' 
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TIm  ^lood  tt  tltfl  OX  is  of  nearly  the  eame  appearauoe  noder  the 
microscape  si  that  of  the  hBiaati  sabject;  bitt  it  yields  no  orystals  by 
this  pTocesH.  By  this  ve  hare  an  sdditio&kl  aid  in  diffeTentiation  be- 
tween the  two. 

Red  blood  MrpvBoles  are  oxygen  bearers  to,  and  carbonie  acid 
bearers  from  the  tissueB.  Whether  the  respiratory  process  is  one  of 
«ombnBtioD,  aooording  to  Liebig's  theory,  or  one  of  metamorphosiB  of 
the  tissnes  of  a  nore  oonplez  kind,  according  to  the  views  of  later 
phyijiologists,  the  faots  are  the  eame;  they  are  simply  carriers.  They 
load  with  oxygen  in  the  Inngs,  which  they  distnbute  all  along  the  Tas- 
«alaT  highways,  and  then  load  wHh  carbonie  acid,  which  they  carry 
bact  to  the  lungs,  to  be  discharged ;  and  pass  again  throagh  the  same 
round  of  changes. 

This  is  not  a  perfectly  complete  process ;  as  there  are  always  some 
-renovs  discs  in  arterial,  and  some  arterial  discs  in  venone  blood. 

Tbe  birth  and  growth  of  red  blood  corpusolea  probably  take  place 
in  every  part  of  the  TasoHlar  system.  A  particle  of  clear  colorless 
germinal  matter  appropriates  the  snrronnding  plasma  until  the  sice 
attained  Is  sufficient,  it  then  takes  coloring  matter,  and  the  germinal 
matter  then  changes  into  formed  material  with  the  balance  of  the  disc, 
or  it  passes  out  to  again  act  as  a  blood -maker,  by  inciting  other  plas- 
tic formation. 

All  free  cells  whose  walls  are  not  too  dense,  havo,  while  living,  a 
distinct  animal  motion.  Those  of  chyle,  lymph,  pus,  and  the  white 
blood,  have  a  movement  called  am<»bteform,  which  must  be  seen  to  be 
understood. 

It  is  possible  that  they  have  the  power  to  pass  through  the  thin 
capillary  walls,  and  change  into  the  formed  material  of  the  tissues. 

Ciliary  epithelium  has  a  rythmical  moUon  in  its  vibratile  filaments 
that  has  been  compared  to  the  motion  of  com  when  the  wind  blows 
over  it.  Tbe  waves  are  continuous,  and  all  pass  one  way,  which  is 
from  within  the  sack  towards  its  outlet.  There  may  be  an  exception 
to  this  in  the  uterus  and  fallopian  tubes,  to  facilitate  the  forwarding 
of  the  spematoioa  to  tbe  graafian  vesicle.  The  direction  of  the  cili- 
ary ribrations  may  also  be  reversible,  to  earry  the  vesicle  to  the  uterus 
from  the  ovary. 

Spermatotoa,  which  are  but  a  modification  of  epithelium,  have  a 
progressive  movement,  which  is  eeMike,  and  peculiar  to  themselves. 
The  propulsivtt  power  resides  in  the  tail-like  elongation,  and  it  is  suf- 
ficient to  carry  them  forwaad  at  a  rapid  rate.     The  motion  is^B^i;i^^|^> 
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to  carry  them  through  the  body  of  the  nterms  to  the  fAlIopi&a  tabes 
and  OTaries,  where  they  come  ia  contact  with  and  penetrato  the  grasf- 
»D  Tcaiole  to  make  it  fertile. 

We  thoB  Bee  a  community  of  origin  and  a  unity  of  gannination  in 
all  of  the  celb  which  we  have  deBcribed.  It  is  through  them  that  all 
vital  action  is  maintained,  and  anything  that  attacks  them  undermiDes 
the  foundation  of  life. 

The  Power  that  Titalins  all  living  things,  has  seen  fit  to  choose 
the  Bmallest  and  simplest  forms  by  which  to  build  up  the  most  com- 
plex animal  Btmotares. 

As  an  example  of  the  vital  power  of  germinal  matter,  let  as  cite 
the  inflnence  of  the  virna  of  any  of  the  modiKcatiouB  of  variola.  We 
see  there  that  a  minute  portion — less,  probably,  than  the  hundredth 
part  of  a  grain— ^is  capable  of  impressing  its  pecnliar  nature  upon 
every  particle  of  the  body.  And  not  only  every  atom  of  the  body  at 
that  time,  bnt  through  them  to  all  which  snooeed  them ;  a»d  to  such 
an  extent  Ib  this  done,  that  it  gives  entire  immunity  from  all  subse- 
quent invasions  of  any  of  its  congeners. 
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James  Gold,  aged  eighty-two  years,  presented  himself  to  me  last 
May,  and  gave  the  following  history: 

Has  been  totally  blind  in  right  eye  for  fifteen  years,  and  partially 
blind  in  left  eye  for  Bjoven  yeara;  said  his  case  was  deplorable;  that 
he  could  hardly  see  to  get  about;  could  not  count  his  money;  could 
not  diatincpiish  one  bank  bill  from  another;  nor  could  he  reoognise 
his  friends  by  sight. 

On  examination  without  the  aid  of  artificial  means,  a  total,  hard, 
lenticulsT  cataract  of  right  eye,  and  by  the  aid  of  oblique  illumiaa- 
tion  and  the  oph thai mosc ope,  a  partial  cataract  of  left  eye  was  dis- 
covered. Ho  could  count  one's  fingers  with  left,  but  oould  only  dis- 
tinguish light  from  darkness  with  right  eye.  Has  very  overhan^ng 
supraorbital  margins  and  eyebrows;  eyeball  very  much  sunken;  areas 
semilis  very  distinct;  anteriorohnmber  very  shallow;  integnnent  very 
flabby,  and  subject  to  attacks  of  ecsema. 

d„:,ip<.-jm,C00<^Il' 
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PupiU  qnioklf  respao^Ml  to  atropine;  vitreoiu)  showed  no  eign  of 
liqnefaotioB.  He  bad  no  congb;  neither  did  he  have  anysjmptom  of 
diseased  kidney. 

Ab  he  wanted  ay  opinion  as  to  the  probable  utility  or  result  of  aa 
operation,  I  gave  it  as  follows : 

It  was  by  no  means  eooh  a  case  as  one  would  select  were  he  sin- 
ply  seeking  eolat,  as  the  chances  against  a  favoraUe  result  preponder- 
ated OTer  those  in  faror  of  suecesa  from  an  operation ;  and  were  he  to 
watt  nntil  the  lens  of  left  eye  became  totally  cataractous,  he  woulJ 
then  the  more  readily  appreciate  a  good  result  fVom  operative  inter- 
ference. But,  on  the  other  hand,  as  be  was  advanced  in  yeaiB,  and 
already  feeble;  as  he  had  no  cough,  and  as  one  eye  was  already  nie- 
lesB  to  bim,  and  the  other  rapidly  paaaing  into  the  same  condition, 
and  as  it  was  impossible  for  us  then  to  foresee  the  condition  of  his 
health  when  total  blindness  established  itself,  and  as  the  dread  of  total 
blindness  rendered  his  life  miserable,  we  therefore  left  him  to  deter- 
mine the  matter  for  himself. 

After  consulting  bis  relatives,  and  duly  considering  the  mattw,  hft 
concluded  to  take  the  risk  of  an  operation.  Accordingly,  a  dose  (^ 
snlph.  magnesia  was  administered  on  the  16th  of  June,  and  on  the 
17th  I  extracted  the  lens,  assisted  by  Dr.  W.  G.  Cooper,  of  this  place. 
The  operation  was  the  one  known  as  the  "Modified  linear  extraction 
of  Ton  Graffe." 

The  stop  speculum  was  used  in  this  case,  the  temporal  end  of  wltioh 
bad  to  be  pressed  back  by  an  aHistant,  owing  to  the  aunkeB  condition 
of  the  eyeball.  Great  oare  was  necenary  in  passing  knife  in  &ont  of 
iris,  owing  to  shallowness  of  anterior  chamber.  The  sclerotic  inci- 
sion, as  well  as  the  iridectomy,  were  made  in  upper  section  of  globe. 
The  capsule  was  itcely  lacerated,  after  which  the  leue  was  easily  ex- 
tracted by  pressure  with  spoon  above  and  with  knife  handle  below. 
He  counted  my  fingers  immediately  after  operation.  The  lens  wu 
dark  brown  and  very  hard.  A  compress  was  then  placed  over  botb 
eyes,  half  a  grain  of  sulph.  morphia  administered,  and  patient  re- 
quested to  remain  in  a  hcriiontal  position  for  two  or  three  days. 

The  old  man  was  a  very  troublesome  patient,  difficult  to  control, 
being  hypochondriacal.  He  got  on  his  feet  the  d*y  after  the  opera- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  "whether  he  had  lost  the  use  of 
his  feet  I" 

On  die  third  day  subsequent  to  operation  he  vas  troubled  with 
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fltrtDgaUted  ingaiiul  herniB,  which  I  fe&nd  wovid  have  to  be  operftUJ 
apoD,  but  fortamtetj  opium  and  the  taxis  ralieved  the  diffienltj. 

After  the  above  date  be  progressed  rapidly.  Wound  of  sclerotie 
united  by  the  fonrth  day,  wallud  about  the  house  on  the  aizth  daj, 
found  him  weeding  hie  garden  on  the  twelfth  day,  and  by  the  15th  of 
July  all  redness  of  oonjuDotiva  and  selerotio  bad  disappeared.  Sep- 
tember 16th,  fiimished  patient  number  three  eonrez  spectacles,  wbid 
enabled  him  to  read  moderately  lu^  print,  and  number  six  for  dis- 
tant objects,  with  which  he  coold  readily  read  names  on  aigna  aeioa 
the  street. 

The  above  case  is  reported  simply  to  show  that  notwithstanding 
the  age  and  miasmatio  debility,  chronic  cntaneous  affection,  &e.,  of 
patient,  a  remarkably  good  result  obtained. 


A  CASK  OP  PARTIAL  PROLAPSE  OF  THE  UMBILICAL  CORD 
RESTORED  Bt  THE  AID  OF  THE  KNEE  AND  ELBOW  PO- 
SITION.   

BT  N.  D.  OADDT,  U.  D.,  VERNON,  IND. 

I  «as  called  to  attend  Hrs  P.,  aged  twenty-five  years,  in  her  ib'ai 
confinement,  on  the  29th  of  laat  January. 

On  examination  ptr  vajfinam,  I  found  the  head  presenting,  oa  nteri 
ftilly  dilated,  and  through  it  pouched  the  unruptured  membranee. 

By  the  side  of  the  head  I  detected  apparently  several  coiia  of  the 
nmbilioal  cord.  Finding  my  efforts  to  elevate  the  cord  with  the  pa- 
tient on  her  side  or  baok  ineffectual,  and  that  its  oompleto  descent  vu 
prevented  only  by  the  membranes  remaining  intact,  I  caused  her  to 
assume  the  "knee  and  elbow  "  position.  Or,  what  la  correct,  she  wu 
plaeed  with  her  knees  on  an  elevated  part  of  the  bed,  and  while  her 
I^a  were  thus  elevated,  the  breast  lay  as  low  as  possible. 

I  then  introduced  my  hand  into  the  vagina,  and  with  my  fingen 
geutJy  moved  the  coils  of  the  cord,  which,  when  startod,  quickly  rolled 
down  oat  of  my  reach. 

The  ease  with  which  this  was  accomplished  was  as  much  surpriung 
as  it  was  to  me  satisfactory. 

A  large,  healthy  girl  was  born  soon  afUrward,  without  any  nor* 
trouble  with  the  cord  subsequent  to  ite  reduction.        Ci<.)C)Q  Ic 


OBSTINATE  EPI8TAXIS. 

BY  J.  W.  MOOBHAN,  U.  D.,  HABDIKSBOBO,  KT. 

Id  the  September  number  of  the  Journal  for  the  present  year  ap- 
peared a  very  iatcresting  article  on  Epistaxis,  from  the  pen  of  Dr. 
John  D.  JackHon,  of  DaoTille,  Ky. 

Epistaxis,  tbough  of  frequent  occarrence,  is  rarely  deemed  of  suf- 
ficient importance  to  demand  profeBsional  aid;  hence,  it  is  only  in  the 
most  obstinate  cases  that  the  physiaian  is  called  to  interfere.  Almost 
every  one  has  a  list  of  tpecifiet  which  must  be  tried  in  Buccession  be- 
fore the  physician  is  consulted. 

In  an  eztensiTe  practice  of  several  years  I  can  call  to  mind  but 
few  cases  of  this  form  of  hemorrhage  requiring  medical  aid.  Of  the 
cases  coming  under  my  care,  in  at  least  an  equal  number  the  frequency 
^  recurrence  gave  more  trouble  than  the  actual  loss  of  blood  at  any 
one  time.  In  this  class  of  cases  gallic  aoid  in  pretty  fall  doses,  cob- 
tiaued  for  some  length  of  time,  is  the  only  remedy  usually  required, 
but  occasionally  a  short  course  of  iron  has  been  given  to  improve  the 
condition  of  the  blood,  taking  care  to  allow  intervals  sufficient  to  re- 
move all  risk  of  incompatibility. 

In  an  article  in  the  American  Journal  of  lite  Medical  Seieneei  for 
October,  1865,  I  called  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  the  use  of 
tbe  oil  of  Canada  Fleabane,  {Oleum  Erigeronli*  Canadetuit),  in  the 
difierent  forma  of  passive  hemoTrbage;  and  some  cases  pertinent  to 
the  subject  were  reported.  Siaoe  that  time  I  have  had  opportunity  to 
teat  its  virtues  in  a  large  number  of  oases,  some  of  which  were  epia- 
t&xis  of  a  very  obstinate  charact«r,  and  in  no  case  have  I  been  disap- 
pointed in  its  effects. 

My  method  of  using  the  oil  in  epistaxis,  as  well  as  in  hsamoptysis, 
is  to  drop  twenty  or  thirty  drops  on  a  handkerchief  or  into  tbe  palm 
of  the  hand,  and  inhale  as  rapidly  as  posaible;  at  the  same  time  half 
a  drachm  may  be  taken  internally.  Should  this  not  prove  effeotnal  in  a 
short  time,  a  dossil  of  lint  may  he  moistened  with  the  oil  and  introduced 
into  the  nostril  as  high  as  possible  without  injnry  to  the  mucous  mem- 
brane. This  should  be  allowed  to  remain  several  hours,  and  is  easily 
removed  at  tbe  end  of  several  days. 

With  tbe  precise  mode  of  action  of  the  oil  I  am  not  aoqn^ntefk  i^  k 
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whether  U  be  eome  specifie  astringeDt  action  belongiag  to  the  oil,  or 
whether  it  tcta  in  the  same  manner  as  its  kindred,  the  terebinth! oate 
oils,  is  not  definitely  known,  bnt  it  certainly  ezerciseB  a  very  powerAiI 
inflnence  over  the  hemorrhages. 

A  domestio  remedy  very  effiejtcioiu  ta  the  treatment  of  epistaxis,  is 
the  Gontinned  application  of  cold  to  the  scrotum  of  the  male,  or  the 
mamnue  of  the  female.  I  have  been  much  pleased  with  the  action  of 
this  remedy  in  some  very  severe  oases  resisting  the  usual  methods  of 
treatment. 

In  making  these  anggestiooa,  I  would  not  seem  to  wish  to  detract 
from  the  value  of  Dr.  Jaokson's  ably  written  paper,  which  is,  indeed, 
the  most  exhaustive  I  have  seen  upon  the  snbject.  My  desire  is,  sim- 
ply, to  bring  before  the  profession  a  remedy  which,  I  trust,  will  do  n 
good  service  for  others  as  it  has  for  me. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY. 


A  TREATISE  ON  THE  FUNCTION  OP  DIGESTION;  ITS  DIS- 
ORDERS AND  THEIR  TREATMENT. 

BT  F.  W.  PAVT,  M.  D.,  F.  B.  8. 

F*lliiwi>rU»BaT^Oi>llv>i)[Plif*l>>i«u,  Ac.ao.    FhlUddphlk:  HaBfT  0.  Lh,  ISaS.    Tf. 

The  subject  of  digestion  is  one  o^  unusual  interest,  but  being  s» 
MIy  discussed  in  all  the  works  on  physiology  it  seems  to  us  that  it 
might  have  been  omitted  in  this,  the  design  of  which  is  mainly  prae- 
tioal.  Every  physioinn  may  be  presumed  to  have  read  as  much  as  he 
has  any  curiosity  to  read  about  prehensioQ,  mastication,  inaalivaliOB, 
Ac.,  and  will  consequently  be  apt  to  pass  by  the  chapters  treating  of 
these  proceaaes  without  notice.  Writing  as  we  do  for  the  busy  prac- 
titioner, we  shall  parsae  the  same  course. 

Dysphagia  is  one  of  the  troubles  pertaining  to  the  fsootioa  of  di- 
gestion, and  it  is  one  which  has  ite  origin  so  genersUy  in  mechanicftl 
causes,  or  in  mslignant  disease,  that  practitioners  are  too  prone  to 
look  upon  it  as  irremediable.  Dr.  Pavy  mentions  instanoes  in  whicb 
the  diffionlty  in  swallowing  depended  upon  causes  that  were  eaulj  re- 
moved.   A  case  is  cited  in  which  Sir  B.  Brodie  relieved  a  dysphagu 
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of  sereral  jeara'  standing  by  the  lemoral  of  Bome  internal  hemor- 
rboidal  tumors.  Id  the  paralytic  variety  eieotrtoity  has  been  employed 
with  BuccesB.  Where  it  is  the  result  of  oonstriction  iudnced  by  swal* 
lowing  corrosive  agents,  it  may  be  a  question  to  be  submitted  to  the 
patient,  after  all  other  efforts  at  removing  it  have  failed,  whether  an 
artificial  opening  into  the  stomach  shall  be  made  with  a  view  to  intro- 
dnciog  food  and  suatainiug  life. 

It  was  by  such  an  artificial  opening  into  the  stomach,  acidentatly 
made,  as  all  medical  readers  know,  that  the  great  impulse  was  given  to 
modem  physiological  research  in  regard  to  digestion.  To  Alexis  St. 
Hartin  all  writers  on  this  subject  refer  for  facts  which  could  uevcT  have 
been  revealed  except  by  such  an  exposure  of  the  interior  of  the  stom- 
ach as  he  afforded  in  bis  case.  A  woman  in  Germany  has  since  pre- 
sented to  Bidder  and  Schmidt  an  opportunity  of  making  similar  ob- 
servations,  and  by  gastric  fistnlse  in  the  dog,  physiologists  have  varied 
nod  confirmed  the  experiments  upon  the  human  subject.  As  the  re- 
enlt  of  all  these,  our  knowledge  concerniog  digestion  has  been  greatly 
eolarged.  The  learned  Dr.  William  Hunter,  in  his  lectures  on  anatomy, 
used  to  say:  "Some  will  tell  you,  gentlemen,  that  the  stomooh  is  a 
Btew-pan,  some  that  it  is  a  mill,  and  others  that  it  is  a  fermenting  vat; 
but  I  say  that  it  is  neither  a  mill,  a  stew-pan,  nor  a  fermenting  vat,  hut 
a  stomach,  gentlemen,  a  stomach."  His  more  distinguished  brother, 
John  Hunter,  insisted  greatly  upon  the  vital  principle  as  the  efficient 
agent  in  digestion,  as  in  all  animal  functions.  Great  would  be  the 
Borprise  of  these  eminent  physiologists  if  they  could  return  to  earth 
nod  see  how  nearly  to  a  chemical  process  digestion  has  been  reduced. 
Vitality  is  not  essential  to  it,  although  one  of  the  elements  concerned 
io  it  is  a  product  of  life.  There  is  do  digestion  without  pepsin,  but 
pepsin,  the  secretion  of  the  stomach,  is  insufficient  without  an  acid. 
John  Hunter  directed  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  stomach  is  some- 
times found  digested  after  death.  The  gastric  juice  never  produces 
any  sncb  effect  during  life.  The  explanation  of  Hunter  was  that  the 
"  living  principle  "  protected  the  organ  against  the  solvent  fluid. 

The  explanation  given  to  tbe  world  by  our  author  of  this  curious  fact 
is  a  much  more  satisfactory  one.  It  is  this:  that  the  alkaline  blood  neu- 
traliiea  the  acid  gastric  juice.  When  the  circulation  ceases  aDd  there  is 
no  longer  a  stream  of  alkaline  fluid  sent  through  the  stomaoh,  then  the 
gastric  juice,  always  present  in  the  mncons  follicles  of  that  organ,  reacts 
apon  and  dissolves  it  as  wonld  any  other  digestible  matter.  A  rab- 
bit's ear  or  a  frog's  leg  inserted  into  the  stomach  of  a  living  49g(tl,> 
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is  corroded  by  the  gutric  flnid,  because  the  qnantitj  of  blood  in  Uieii 
is  not  Hufficient  to  nentraliK  the  acid  afforded  bj  the  stomsch.  That 
the  Btomioh  is  not  ofteoer  found  to  have  uadergone  digestion  sfta 
death,  is  dae  to  the  fact,  Dr.  Pavj  contends,  that  the  temperatue  of 
the  body  so  soon  falls  belov  the  point  compatible  with  that  proeess. 
He  has  repeatedly  caused  the  solntion  of  the  stomachs  of  rabbits  bj 
keepiog  their  bodies  at  a  temperature  of  one  hundred  degrees  Fahr^ 
during  a  single  night.  ParasiteB  seem  to  escape  gastric  digedtion  by 
burying  tbemselTes  in  the  maoons  coat  of  the  stomach.  The  oldef 
physiologists  proved  by  experiments  that  leeches  and  earth-worms, 
when  brought  under  the  influence  of  the  gastric  juice,  are  digeatad 
like  morsels  of  ordinary  food. 

Of  vomiting  our  anthor  treats  at  considerable  leogth,  and  on  ae* 
count  of  the  greatly  varied  circumstances  under  which  it  tskes  place, 
the  subject  is  one  of  much  interest  to  the  practitioner.  To  allay  it 
we  must  find  out  its  cause.  Ice,  hydrocyanic  acid,  creasote,  pepuB, 
opium  or  morphine,  chloroform,  a  mustard  poultice — some  one  of 
these  will  allay  almost  any  vomiting  which  is  not  the  result  of  renal 
or  cerebral  irritation.  The  stat«  of  the  bowels  also  claims  attention, 
and  their  rcgnlation  is  necessary,  not  only  in  cases  of  gastric  irrita- 
bility, bnt  in  all  the  forms  that  indigestion  assumes. 

On  the  subjects  of  eructation,  rumination,  pais  and  other  mortttd 
sensatloDB  of  the  stomach,  flatulence  and  acidity,  the  remarks  ^r« 
brief  and  generally  practical.  Some  curious  instances  of  ramination 
in  man  are  cited  fVom  old  writers,  who  believed  that  there  was  a  double 
stomach  in  those  who  practiced  it,  and  that  some  of  the  individnab 
at  least  had  horns,  indicating  a  further  aflinity  to  the  bovine  family. 
Benncrt  has  left  behind  him  the  history  of  a  case  the  origin  of  which 
he  traced  to  the  use  of  milk  "warm  frOm  a  cow."  The  child,  accord- 
ing to  this  medical  philoBot>ber,  sucked  in  the  habit  with  its  nurse's 
milk!  A  case  is  reported  ft-om  Dr.  Copland  of  a  man  who  ruminated 
his  food  habitually.  From  a  boy  he  had  been  troubled  with  acid  erae* 
tations.  After  having  reached  his  thirtieth  year  he  found  it  impoesi' 
hie  to  resist  admitting  into  his  month  the  food  that  constantly  gnrgi* 
tated  from  bis  stomach.  Being  asked  whether  the  second  mastication 
of  his  food  afforded  him  any  pleasure,  he  replied:  "Indeed,  it  it 
sweeter  than  honey,  and  accompanied  with  a  more  delightful  relishl" 
Intestinal  digestion  forms  the  subject  of  an  extended  chapter.  In 
the  stomach,  the  nitrogenous  elements  of  food  are  acted  upon  by  tba 
gastric  juice.     It  remains  for  flnida  found  in  the  small  intestines  to 


complete  the  digestive  proeeu  bj  emnliifying  the  fkttjr  matters,  and 
:      ooDTerting  the  starch  into  sngar.    ThiB  is  done  chiefly  by  the  psncre' 
i     atio  juioe,  which,  however,  according  to  the  )at«Bt  views,  seems  to  h« 
(     endowed  with  very  diversified  powers,  taking  put  in  the  digestion  of 
I      nitrogenooB  matters,  ts  wall  as  of  oleagiaon*  andiariiiaceona  subBtancea. 
What  part  the  liver  performs  in  the  prooess  of  digestion  is  still  unde* 
,      termioed.     From  recent  expetitnents  performed  by  Dr.  J.  H.  Bennett, 
it  appears  that  the  bile  may  be  dispeoaod  with  altogether  in  tiie  dog 
for  a  long  time  without  mnch  inconvenience.     In  one  instanoe  the  ani- 
mal actually  gained  flesh  while  the  hepatic  secretion  was  for  months 
diverted  from  the  duodenum  by  a  fistula. 

Colic,  flatulence,  diarrhtea  and  constipatioD  are  the  troubles  inoi' 
dent  to  intestinal  indigeatioa,  to  which  the  concluding  chapters  of  this 
vork  are  devoted.  Of  these  the  least  is  the  most  frequent  and  the 
most  refractory.  Constipation  is  the  curse  of  dyspeptics.  It  is  both 
the  consequence  and  the  cause  of  their  disorder.  Indigestion  is 
induced  by  it,  and  when  established,  every  symptom  of  the  disease 
is  ai^ravated  by  its  oontinoance.  To  itji  correction  the  remedial 
efforts  of  the  physiciaD  are  to  be  munly  directed.  And  our  an- 
thor  justly  remarks,  that  it  is  the  laxative  group,  or  milder  form  of 
purgatives  that  is  usually  required  in  snob  eases,  and  moderate  doses, 
repeated  at  short  intervals,  rather  than  larger  doses  at  longer  intervals. 
The  kind  most  be  determined  in  each  individual  case;  but  in  far  the 
larger  number  of  inatauceB  it  will  be  found  that  saline  laxatives,  taken 
before  breakfast  and  largely  diluted,  move  the  bowels  most  certainly 
and  with  the  least  discomfort  to  the  patient.  Common  salt  may  be 
taken  in  this  way  with  the  greatest  advantage. 

Dr.  Pavy  devotes  a  fen  pages  at  the  close  of  his  volume  to  the  sab- 
ject  of  "artificial  digestion  as  a  means  of  dissolving  meat  for  produ- 
ciog  an  article  of  nourishment  for  the  invalid."  He  is  not  eaUsfied 
^ith  what  Liebig  has  off'ered  to  the  profession  in  the  shape  of  beef 
tea,  and  is  seeking  for  a  process  by  which  all  the  constituents  of  meat 
may  he  dissolved  and  appropriated  to  the  support  of  the  sick.  He 
has  hopes  of  being  able  to  prepare  a  fluid  which  shall  be  at  once  pal- 
atable and  eminently  nutritious.  He  nses  the  same  menstruum  that 
ia  employed  by  nature  for  dissolving  meat,  and  when  the  solution  is 
obtained  he  neutralizes  the  hydrooblorio  acid  by  carbonate  of  soda, 
which  leaves  chloride  of  sodium  or  common  salt  as  the  product.  This 
eubtstaoce,  on  theory,  leaves  the  stomach  nothing  to  do.  lbs  taate 
neems  to  be  the  chief  obstacle  to  its  use,  but  this  may  be  overoo^e^^jr^nl^ 
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implored  methods  w  faj  condimeDta,  The  agent  when  rcoeiTed  gnle- 
taUj  hy  the  p&tient,  is  uid  to  afford  "a  sense  of  satiafactioD  to  the 
aUmach,  like  that  whioh  is  derived  from  the  ooomimptioD  of  solid  ani- 
mal food." 

The  impression  left  spon  as,  after  going  through  this  work,  b  th« 
same  made  b;  the  pemsal  of  its  Srst  pages,  and  that  la,  that  the  aaa- 
tomieal  and  physiologieal  details  would  be  welt  replaced  by  matter  (d 
a  more  practical  character.  Bnt  it  is  a  yolnme  of  decided  interest,  asd 
we  recommend  it  to  oar  readers. 


ST.  AUGUSTINE,  FLORIDA:  SKETCHES  OF  ITS  HISTORY, 
AND  ITS  ADVANTAGES  AS  A  RESORT  FOR  HEALTH,  4c. 


BT  AM  ENOLISH  VI8IT0K. 


FLORIDA  AND  THE  SOUTH:  A  GUIDE-BOOK  FOB  TOUR- 
ISTS, INVALIDS  AND  EMIGRANTS. 


BT  DANIKL  O.  BEIINTON,  A.  U.,  M.  D. 


These  little  works  will  attract  attention  at  this  season,  when  the 
thoaghts  of  invalids  are  turned  towards  resorts  for  the  approaching 
winter.  If  all  be  true  that  the  English  anther  writes  of  St.  Angos- 
tine,  it  does  not  fall  very  far  short  of  that  earthly  paradise  of  ^ich 
Ponce  de  Leoa  was  in  search  when  he  discoTered '  Florida.  What 
with  its  batmy  atmosphere,  its  soft  moonlight  nights,  its  forests,  flow- 
ers and  fruits,  it  presents  to  the  traveler  who  is  in  search  of  pleasate 
or  health,  a  oombinatioa  of  attractions  hardly  to  be  found  any  where 
else  OD  our  continent.  Aft«T  reading  the  glowing  descriptions  of  tht 
conntry  by  this  visitor,  we  confess  we  felt  the  keenest  desire  to  start 
at  once  for  this  land  of  flowers.  Nothing,  it  seems  to  as,  could  be 
more  delightful  than  a  winter  where  green  peas  may  be  had  in  Jaoo- 
ary,  and  tomatoes  in  March — where  orange  blossoms,  scarlet  pome- 
granate, yellow  capporelle  and  crape  myrtle  perfume  the  air  all  the 
year  ronnd.  Of  the  influence  of  the  climate  upon  patients  with  pd- 
monary  affections,  tAjs  author  says:  Diji^iMyGoOQlc 
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"It  u  DO  naconmnm  cue  for  consumptiTet  to  live  for  ten  or  fifUen  ;eara 
with  bat  one  lung,  in  a  olimaU  anch  u  Bl  Angtuline,  vhera  no  bitter  vind  ever 
irritates  Ae  Tenuining  lung,  where  no  biting  froM  ever  congMta  the  respira- 
torr  organB,  where  the  sommeT  bnowa  no  vnemting  heat,  or  the  winter  any  in- 
tense cold,  bnt  glide  im  perceptibly  into  each  other,  wafted  in  and  out  by  a  clear 
sea  breeie — not  keen  enough  to  chill  the  mott  aendtiTe,  but  cool  enough  to  be  a 
grateM  fui." 

Dr.  Brintvu  wrhei  mor«  like  m  medioal  tn&n  than  die  author  of  the 
preceding  wort,  aod  his  guide-book  contatuB  all  the  details  that  a  toar- 
ist  would  seek  to  learn.  He  oantJooB  traTelera  againet  going  to  Florida 
tao  early  in  the  season.  The  heat  is  relaxing  ttom  May  until  Octo- 
her.  Miasms  are  to  he  feared  after  midsummer,  and  until  f^oate  oc- 
oor.  The  wiDters  are  delightftil,  though  no  part  of  the  State  is  en- 
tirely '''BB  from  frosts.  The  concluding  ebapters  of  Brlnton's  manual 
are  devoted  to  questions  especially  interesting  to  invalids — the  cli- 
mate adapted  to  their  cases,  and  where  it  is  to  be  found.  For  the 
aged  alt  agree  that  mild  latitudes  are  to  be  sought.  Ten  years  may 
he  added  to  the  life  of  men  at  the  age  of  sixty,  says  Dr.  Brinton,  by 
relaxation  iVom  business  and  two  or  three  winters  in  a  warm  climate. 
His  estimate  of  the  climate  of  Florida,  as  one  suited  to  iovalids,  is 
high.     He  quotes  army  surgeons  in  proof  of  its  great  salubrity. 

"The  Bea  coast  of  sonth-eaat  Florida,"  he  nys,  "ftilfilli  the  four  oooditiona 
which  make  np  the  beat  climata  fen*  a  consumptive.  I  have  other  testimony 
about  it  well  worth  prsoenting.  It,  too,  comes  from  the  aama  unimpeachable 
flonrce — the  medical  atatiatiGS  of  the  United  States  Arm^r.  I  prefiioe  it  by  abet 
of  general  interest  about  the  whole  of  Florida.  All  know  how  terribly  ardnous 
must  be  campaigning  through  the  awampa  and  everglades  of  that  Stale.  Yet 
the  yearlj  mortality  from  disease  of  the  r^^lai  army  there,  was  only  twenty-di 
per  thousand  men.    The  average  of  the  army  elsswhere  was  thirty-five  per  thou- 

As  to  tha  character  of  disease,  he  says: 

"In  Arkansas,  one  nun  In  evny  sixteen  came  under  the  surgeon's  hands, 
each  year,  with  ooaanmption,  bronchitia,  pleurisy  and  pneUmonia;  on  the  sonth- 
em  frontier  of  Texia  one  in  uxtean,  with  one  or  other  at  these  dlsoasss;  at  Ba- 
ton Bouge,  one  in  seventeen ;  on  the  western  frontier  of  Texas,  one  in  nineteen ; 
on  the  west  coast  of  Floiida,  one  in  twenty-one;  on  theeast  coast  of  Florida,  imt 
in  thirtynate." 

The  hints  to  health-seekers  which  close  this  little  work  are  excel- 
lent, and  enhance  decidedly  the  value  of  this  guide-book,  which  is 
one  that  may  be  recommended  in  strong  terms  to  all  who  hav«  thoughts 
of  visiting  Florida. 
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TRANSACTIONS  OF  TH£  MEDICAID  SOCIETT  OF  THE 
STATE  OP  PENNSYLVANIA,  AT  ITS  TWENTIETH  AN- 
NUAL SEaSION,  HELD  AT  ERIE,  JUNE,  1869. 

rhltkdalpbh:    Collliu,  PrCoUr.    Pp.  SST.   S-io. 

This  is  a  roUine  irbieh  refleota  honor  upon  the  Sodety  fVom  wkieh 
it  emanates.  It  ooDtaiBB  much  matter  ef  great  interest.  The  reports 
of  committees  are  drawn  up  with  singalar  abilitj,  and  shoir  the  nem- 
bers  of  tbe  Society  to  be  working  men,  with  learning  and  traint>g  in 
their  profession,  and  seal  to  promote  its  highest  interests. 

The  address  of  the  President,  I>r.  Jobu  Cnrwen,  has  for  its  sab- 
ject  Mental  Insanity,  and  is  a  far  more  readable  prodnction  than  moat 
iDangoral  addresses,  for  the  reason  that  it  is  fints  derote^  to  a  specific 
sntject.  It  is  a  sensible  and  inatmetive  paper,  on  a  suligect  concerning 
which  it  wonld  be  difficnlt  to  bring  ont  anything  new. 

The  first  report  is  on  Intemperance  as  a  disease.  Dr.  Jioseph  Far- 
riab  is  chainnan  of  the  committee,  and  whether  the  report  is  Zombis 
pen  or  not,  it  is  a  very  able  one.  Intemperance,  in  the  jadgment  of 
the  committer,  is  not  a  disease,  and  in  that  opinion  we  Ailly  concnr. 
Still  the  habit  is  one  which  calls  for  treatment  in  institvtioDS  for  ine- 
briates. The  committee  reports  that  from  thirty  to  tfty  per  cent,  of 
cases  of  alcoholic  intoxication  are  curable,  and  that  ninety  per  cenL 
of  opium  cases  may  be  cured. 

The  second  report  b  on  the  admission  of  patients  into  inssBe  asy- 
Inms,  and  suggests  some  wise  modifioations  of  the  plan  which  ha*  been 
Id  operation  in  all  the  asylums  of  Ponn^lTania  ever  sino«  Dr.  Frank- 
lin was  one  of  the  managers  of  the  PeDosylvania  Hospital. 

The  report  on  the  inspection  of  drugs  is  a  Talnable  one.  Physi- 
-cians  and  patient*  ara  alike  interested  in  secunug  genuina  medi^nes, 
and  we  afa&U  be  gbd  if  owr  PennayWania  brethren  can  bring  abont  a 
system  by  which  spuHons  drugs  may  be  driren  ont  of  the  market. 

The  "  Training  of  Nurses  "  is  the  subject  of  a  report  fVom  the  prac- 
tised pen  of  Prof.  Gross.  We  confess  that  it  interests  us  lees  than 
any  otheic  in  tb^  yolume.  Is  it  true,  as  tlw  dootor,  we  think,  tove- 
what  dogmatically  asserts,  that  "mother*,  U  ninety-nine  oases  out  of 
a  hundred,  are  totally  ignorant  of  the  first  principles  of  nuiung,  and 
tberefore  wholly  unfit  for  the  discharge  of  so  sacred  a  dotj?"  If  it 
is,  and  if  it  is  aleo  true,  as  he  affirmi,  that  "good  nursing  is  oftan  in- 
D„:,iP<.-jM,CoO<^le 
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eompuablj  more  Tslnabla  to  b  eiok  min  thttn  tbe  most  skillfnl  medi- 
estion" — tiiat  "it  ie  the  right  band  of  tbe  mcdio&l  practitioner, "  we 
are  at  ft  lose  to  account  for  the  recoverj  of  bo  many  sick  people.  If 
"good  nnning  is  half  the  battle,"  aod  bad  aTunng  prevaila  in  ninety- 
nine  cues  out  of  every  hnndred,  it  is  b  wonder  to  «a  that  the  sick  are 
not  nearly  all  killed. 

A  case  of  Buptore  of  the  Uterm,  reported  by  Dr.  J.  MoConuigby, 
follows  the  report  of  Prof.  Orofla. 

We  like  the  next  report.  We  aooept  its  oonolnaiona.  It  is  a  re- 
port on  the  "Use  of  Stimulants  by  the  FrofeBsion,"  and  the  authors 
condemn,  in  strong  terms,  that  piactice  which  in  late  years  has  be- 
come well  nigh  uniTeisal,  of  presoribing  alcoholic  stimulants  in  every 
variety  of  diseaaes.  We  think  the  advocates  of  this  wholesale  nse  of 
stimulants  will  find  it  diffioult  to  answer  tliA  argomeat  of  tltis  admirable 
report. 

Dr.  Beqj.  Lee  describes,  is  the  next  paper,  a  new  instrument  for 
the  tieatment  of  lateral  cnrvatnie  of  tha  spine ;  and  to  this  succeed 
the  reports  of  Goontj  Sooietiea,  These  reports  are  full  of  interest, 
haviag  been  laboriously  prepared.  Tbeir  authors  have  studied  care- 
fully the  medical  matters  of  their  several  counties,  and  present  to  the 
State  Society  a  body  of  etatbtics  which  will  prove  of  great  value  to 
the  medical  historian.  This  plan  of  bringing  out  the  medieal  topog- 
raphy and  medical  statieties  of  the  various  counties  of  a  State  strikes 
OS  as  worthy  of  general  adoption.  A  mass  of  most  instructive  matter 
might  in  this  way  be  aooumnlated  1^  Urn  Hedioal  Soeleties  of  the  ae>r- 
eral  States. 


A  COURSE  OP  PRACTICAL  CHBMISTBT,  ARBANQBD  FOR 
MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 

BT  VriLUAK  ODUMQ,  M.  B.,  V.  *.  ■. 


The  object  at  thb  work  is  ftiUy  set  forth  !n  its  title  page.  iTut 
the  Medical  studeuta  for  whom  it  was  wrhteli'  are  not  those  who  are  ia 
attendance  upon  the  lectnrea  at  the  medieal  colleges.  It  ts  not  a  text 
beek,  but  a  manual  for  the  laborfltMfy,  or  fbt-  the  praotitioner  who 
wfahesto  apply  chemieal  seience  to  UieeoIatloB  of  problems  aiisforbt 
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his  pnietioe;  and  for  tkeie  pnrpOBM  it  haa  been  pnpwed  with  admi' 
nble  judgmeot.  It  is  &t  once  concise  and  inteiligiblo.  With  thii 
rolame  in  his  hand  the  physioian  is  prepared  to  determiae  what  ia 
present  in  aboorHuI  ariae,  and  to  make  each  an  inreatigation  aa  may 
aatiafy  him  of  the  preaenoe  or  abBcnce  of  any  Boepected  poison.  £t- 
ery  atndent  of  medioine  ahonld  place  it  in  his  library,  to  lecali  vhat 
h«  may  remember  bit  faintly  of  the  ohemioal  coarse,  and  more  espa- 
cially  to  guide  him  in  those  investigationa  which  he  will  have  o 
to  make  after  he  ent«ra  upon  practice. 


THE  MEMBEANA  TYMPANI  IN  HEALTH  AND  DISEASE- 
ILLUSTBATED  BY  TWENTT-FOUE  CHROMO-LITHO- 
GBAPHa  

DE.  A1>A1I  POLITZBB, 

Of  lb*  ValT«nlt;«rTI«aM.   TruilMed  bj  A.  HmnraoMiK.  >.,u>dH.O.  NiwroK,  If .  D^ 

AwMuit  SucKu  or  tb«  BisoUjD  Xji  ud  >u  Ho^Ul,  If uaban  of  ths  Amoicaa 

OphthatBwilDtlul  ud  Olologlcml  BoelstlM.  HawTorfe-.  Wm.  Wood  A  Co. 

ThiB  volnme  certainly  contains  all  that  can  possibly  be  said  in  re- 
ference  to  the  minute  organ  in  qnesUon.  The  author  considera  all  the 
appearances  and  conditioas,  in  reference  to  their  diagnostic  Talse 
especially,  and  bis  careful  eiaboiHticns  will  be  found  extremely  nsefal 
as  a  guide  to  the  objeotive  diagnosis  of  aural  diaease. 

The  nature  of  the  book  is  auoh  that  a  synopsis  would  afford  little 
profit  to  the  reader ;  but  as  a  whole,  we  lecommend  it  to  those  who  de- 
sire to  be  <Ht  /ait  on  aural  scifinoe  and  art.  A  few  practical  points 
may  be  noticed,  however.  As  a  substitute  for  the  more  oostJy  artifi- 
cial ear-dmm,  a  disc  of  tbin  Tultmnized  rubber,  with  a  small  wire  from 
the  centre  an  inch  or  more  in  length  ia  snggeeted.  Open  perforations 
moie  than  a  liae  in  diameter  raidy  heal.  Caloareons  depoaits  in  the 
membrane  may  exist  witfiont  impairing  the  bearing.  They  are  found 
eometjmes  in  ears  supposed  to  be  normal.  In  chronic  inflammations 
of  -tte  middle  ear,  as  an  astringent,  a  solution  of  sulphate  of  liao  is 
pieferred,  to  be  osed  by  allowing  1^  extenml  meatus  to  be  filled  with 
it  for  ten  minutes  twice  a  day.  When  n»  perforation  exiota,  tha  blow- 
ing of  weaker  saline  solirtiona,  aonb  aa  chloride  of  sodium,  muriate  of 
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wmte  inflammation  of  the  middle  e&r,  when  tba  psin  is  ezoessire  and 
pertieteat  from  letention  of  secretions,  tiie  author  panctures  the  mem- 
tirane  with  a  cataract  needle.  The  relief  ia  epeedy,  and  the  perfora- 
tion soon  heal. 

The  translators  are  worthy  of  praise  for  the  able  manner  in  which 
they  have  done  their  work.  W.  H.  R. 


A  TEXT  BOOK  OF  PBAOTICAL  MEDICINE,  WITH  PARTIC- 
ULAR REFERENCE  TO  PHTSIOLOGY  AND  PATHOLO- 
GICAL ANATOMY.  

BY  DSL.  7XLIX  VOW  MKKETXB, 

PralHBor  of  Pstholog;  ud  Ttaen^nntlca,  BinMor  al  tb*  Hadlod  CHnlo  of  Tablngui.    Tnni- 

luMdttom  tba  wtantb  Oernuii  sdlllsn  bf  Ota,  H.  Hdmfhuii,  H.  D.,uid 

Obu,  X.  HioxuT,  H.  D.    H«w  Toik :  I>.  AppKtra  * 

Oo.    1U«.    Two  TolmiMa.    Pp.  731,  TOl. 

Another  work  on  practice  I  We  donbt  not  many  of  onr  readers 
will  join  na  in  the  exclamation,  and  think  of  the  complete  works  of 
Wood  and  Aitken,  the  "system"  of  Reynolds,  and  the  admirable  and 
onequaled  compendium  of  Flint,  as  saffioieut  in  this  line.  Yet  we 
have  no  regrets  at  the  appearance  of  another  candidate  for  professional 
f^vor,  bat  rather  find  good  reasons  for  giving  this  new  comer  a  cheer- 
Ail  and  hearty  welcome.  In  no  part  of  the  world  ia  clinical  medicine 
fltadied  with  more  ardor,  more  patience  and  paina-taking  perseverance 
than  in  Germany;  no  where  are  the  effects  of  remedies  being  submit- 
ted to  a  more  minute  scrutiny;  nowhere  else  is  elementary  pathology 
andergoing  a  more  thorongh  re-inveBtigatdoD,  and,  we  may  add,  paas- 
ing  through  a  greater  rerolntion.  It  is  well,  then,  to  have  a  repi«- 
■entative  of  this  modern  German  lehool  in  our  language,  and  thus  ac- 
cessible to  all.  The  author  is  a  woithy  repicBentative  of  that  school ; 
his  reputation  as  a  clinical  teacher  ia  among  the  best  of  his  country, 
and  the  fact  that  this  translation  is  fVom  the  seventh  edition  is  suffi- 
cient evidence  of  the  estimation  of  the  book  and  the  man  at  home. 

The  work  is  a  complete  and  methodioal  treatiae  upon  practice. 
For  the  information  of  those  who  may  not  have  an  opportunity  to  ex- 
amine it,  we  will  say  that  it  begins  with  diseases  of  the  throat,  passes 
on  to  those  of  the  respiratory  and  digestive  organs,  and  euds  with  the 
oonatitntional  diseases.  There  is  to  be  noted,  then,  an  absence  of  any 
introductory  treatise  upon  general  pathology,  such  as  prefaoes  the. 
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workB  of  Wood,  Aitken  and  Beanett.  On  the  other  hand,  wo  find  •»• 
eral  sobjeota  not  genenlly  inolnded  in  Torks  on  prsctica  wit^  u, 
among  them  we  may  mention  diaeaies  of  the  ntenu,  orariea  ui 
Tagina,  vinilent  and  non-vimlent  inflammationa  of  th«  ma)«  nretkia, 
with  soma  otheis. 

On  taking  up  this  work  we  turned  with  eapedal  interMt  to  the 
chapters  npon  tubercle  and  consomption,  and  we  presame  most  of  cmr 
readers  have  read  something  of  the  new  dootiines  of  Niemeyet  id  re- 
gard to  phthisis,  and  are  interested  in  his  diTision  of  the  dieeaae  fnM 
several  distinct  ones,  which  are  diatingaiBhable  always  pathologicallj, 
and  in  many  instances  clinically  also.  The  whole  subject  <^  the  path- 
ology of  tubercle  is  nndeigoing  a  re-examinatjon,  a  renewed  study  of 
it  being  stimulated  by  Villemln's  discorery,  in  1865,  of  its  inocnli- 
bility,  and  although  much  yet  remains  unknown,  although  there  is  ta 
ttova  being  harmony  among  pathologists,  this  ranoh  has  certainly  been 
done:  the  reign  of  the  doctrines  of  Lsennee  has  been  overthrown — 
ranch  has  been  added  to  our  knowledge — and,  to  speak  after  th«  man- 
ner of  politicians  of  the  day,  a  "new  departure"  has  been  taken  for 
the  final  attainment  of  the  whole  truth. 

It  IB  singular  how  long  the  doctrines  now  cnnentkaTe  maintained 
sway — singular,  when  it  is  known  that  in  many  points  they  de  not 
harmoniie  with  the  obsemtion  of  the  anoients,  nor  with  the  aoeepled 
doctrines  of  any  other  period  of  medioal  history  before  the  pceeeat 
century,  nor  jrith  the  results  of  modem  research.  Lssnneo  was  the 
founder  of  nearly  all  the  received  views  as  to  tubercole,  and  hia  re- 
nown as  the  founder  of  physical  diagnoaia,  aided  by  the  inflnenee  of 
Louis,  fixed  them  upon  the  profession.  Yet  there  were  always  dis- 
senters,  and  during  the  lifetime  of  the  originator  of  thia  school,  Brew- 
uis  opposed  them,  and  so  did  Andral,  and  we  are  surprised  to  find  ii 
thia  work  (vol.  i,  p.  226)  Andral  termed  an  "nnqualified  adhereaicf 
Lnnnec's,"  beeanae  Andral  recogniaed  the  origin  of  phthisis  in  inflaifi- 
mation,  both  bronchial  and  pulmonary,  and  also  in  hmmoptiaia,  all  <d 
whioh  were  denied  by  Ltennee,  as  now — the  diathesis  being  the  sole,  at 
least  the  chief  factor  in  the  origin  of  the  disease.* 

The  more  recent  sohool  began  with  Virohow,  and  the  anth<n  is  om 
of  its  chief  teachers.  The  term  tubercle  ia  n«w  atrietly  limited  t* 
miliary  tubercle;  the  diffuse,  cheesy,  yellow  mattes  called  "tab«n«- 
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Iohb,"  ii  a  product  ef  inflBinmatton,  irtd  not  tnbercle  at  all.  The 
miliary  tubercle  may,  and  frequently  does,  undergo  "caeeons  degen- 
eration," and  IB  then,  also,  yellow  and  cheesy,  but  it  is  circumscribed, 
«ither  miliary,  or  in  larger  nodnles  ibmed  by  the  aggregation  of  mi- 
liary. This  "caseous  degeneration"  is  not  peculiar  to  tubercle,  any 
f  athalogical  product  may  pass  through  it — Virchow  has  found  it  in 
the  middle  of  malignant  growths — but  the  exudations  of  pneumonia 
sre  especially  prone  to  it,  and  of  theea  are  the  diffuse,  yellow,  cheesy 
-deposite  iu  the  lungs,  called  with  us  "  tubercular  deposits,"  and  by  the 
softening  and  breaking  down  of  which  cavities  are  formed,  and  thus 
arise  by  far  the  greater  proportion  of  cases  of  consumption. 

These,  briefly  stated,  are  the  doctrines  of  the  modern  German 
school  of  pathologists  and  clinical  teachers.  Their  important  bear- 
ing upon  the  doctrines  current  with  us,  aa  to  the  origin,  course,  treat- 
meat  aod  prophylaxis  of  consumption  is  seen  at  a  glance ;  they  effect, 
if  substantiated,  nothing  more  nor  less  than  a  complete  revolution  in 
medical  doctrines. 

As  we  desire  to  give  out  readers  an  opportunity  of  judging  as  to 
the  merits  of  the  author  and  the  work,  we  will  quote  a  few  paragraphs 
iu  relation  to  some  of  these  points.  Speaking  of  the  fact  that  "mod- 
cm  physicians  and  clinical  teachers  only  recogniie  one  form  of  con- 
sumption," the  tuberculous,  he  says: 

"I  have  long  contcaud  thii  doctrine,  and,  upon  vuiooa  ooeacion«,  have  de- 
clared, in  dii«ct  contradiction  to  it,  that  destraetion  of  the  pulmonary  tiasuM, 
the  eftabliibment  of  cavities  and  consumption  of  the  lung,  are  much  more  £ro- 
qnently  a  result  of  chronic  inflammation  than  of  tubercular  deporit."  (Vol.  i., 
p.  20«.) 

Very  different  is  the  consumption  dependent  upon  tubercle.  This 
may  be,  of  course,  acute  or  chronic ;  the  former  is  so  similar  in  its  clin- 
ical features  to  typhus  that,  we  are  told,  the  most  experienced  often 
•err  iu  diagnosis: 

"The  development  and  progreas  of  a  tvhereulmi*  consumption  difier  Msen- 
tially  in  type  from  anjthing  hitherto  described,  and  its  ejmptonu  are  m  char- 
acteristic that  the  diagnoals  of  this  form  of  coninmption  {which  Is  not  common), 
is,  as  a  rule,  ea^.  In  tb«  first  place,  It  has  no  prednaory  catanh.  The  ftrer 
and  wasting  are  not  deferred  until  the  sputa  become  proflue  and  pumlent,  the 
tubercular  eruption  bdng  accompanied  by  a  marked  elev«tion  of  the  tempera- 
ture and  rapid  emaciation  of  the  hoAy  from  excesaiTe  calorification.  If  we  are  in- 
formed that  the  patient  did  not  begin  to  coogh  and  expectorate  until  several 
^reeki  a&ar  ha  had  b^nn^to  decline  in  strength,  and  to  grow  pale  and  thin,  there 
is  always  leaaDti  to  fear  that  he  has  tnbercnious  aonnunptjon."    (P>  Vfl.)         , 

,L.oog\c 
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What  ifi  the  cotmeetioD  between  these  two  paUutlogicftl  prodnrti. 
the  caseooa  matter  of  paeumonia  and  tubercle?  The  view  u  held  ib 
GermaDj  that  the  latter  is  always  dependent  upon  the  former,  that  ts- 
beiele  ia  therefore  neTer  a  primary  but  always  a  secondary  diseatf 
Niemeyer  does  not  go  ao  far  as  this,  but  expresaea  himself  onntioiiElj: 

"  Although  the  consolidation  and  dbMractioB  of  the  pulmonarj^  tiKue  ic 
conramption  ii  mainlj  a  mult  of  &iflainination,  yet  ths  frequent  co-exiBtence  is 
phtbiMcal  luQga  of  the  piodneta  of  chiOBic  pDCumonia  and  tnSncle  rmdcn  il 
improbable  that  the  presence  of  the  latter  should  be  purelj  acddentaJ,  and  i^ 
gesis  a  camative  connection  between  tubercle  and  the  inflammatotj  leeiona.  Ac- 
cording to  the  common  opinion,  thU  connection  is,  that  tubeicnloaia  ia  the  [«■ 
moiy  affection  to  which  the  pneumonic  process  ia  seqoudarf  and  dependoit. 
It  can  not  bedenied  thstthis  view  is  right  in  certain  cusn-;  in  a  great  majoii^ 
of  initences,  however,  the  conveise  a  true;  the  tnberculoris  Bupervetiing  as  a 
aecondaiT  process  upon  a  pre-existing  pnenmonia.  It  is,  indeed,  rare  for  tuber- 
cles to  form  in  a  luag  which  doee  not  contain  products  of  chroniainflanunatias.' 
(P.  27.) 

Now,  in  regard  to  the  etiology  of  phthisis  there  are  three  points 
of  this  creed  to  be  espeoiatly  noted : 

I.  The  denial  of  the  indifipensible  necessity  of  a  peculiar  diathe- 
sis, and  the  reeognition  of  its  indirect  inheritance,  i.  e.,  of  its  being 
caused  in  the  oflsprii^  by  the  existence  even  of  pure  debility  alone  of 
the  parent ; 

"  I  regard  the  wide-epread  doctrine  that  consamptton  is  solely  dependoU 
upon  a  diatheaiB,  from  wUch  it  proc^eedH  indepeiMlantly  of  all  so-called  "eicif- 
ing  caneee,"  as  eqnall/  gratuitous  and  dangeront."     (P.  214.) 

"The  tendency  to  cmuampUon  ie,  in  manj  cases,  coagenital.  When  the 
congenital  tendency  is  due  to  the  bet  that  the  parents  were  consumptive  at  tfca 
time  of  b^ettiog  the  ofispiing,  it  may  properly  be  spoken  of  as  inherited.  Bnl 
it  is  not  (ss  is  often  asserted)  the  malady  which  causes  the  inheritancG,  bnt  the 
wealtneas  and  vnlnerabilit;  of  constitution  which  had  already  laid  the  fbnndatiao 
of  the  consumption  in  the  parents,  or  which  hod  arisen  in  them  in  consequeon 
of  that  disease.  The  hereditary  constitutional  fec^leneea  of  the  offspring  msr 
proceed  from  other  diiwasce  of  the  parent  instead  of  eonaamption.  Parauts  af- 
flicted with  other  exhanating  maladiee,  or  who  are  ruined  faj  debanoliay,  or  wbt 
are  far  advanced  in  yeua,  are  quite  as  liable  as  OHiMunptive  parents  to  beget 
children  whocome into theworldwithapTedispoaitiontocoDBumplion.''  (P. 213.) 

II.  A  distinct  reoognitJon  of  the  occurrence  of  fanmoptisis  is 
persons  with  healthy  lungs,  andithe  dependence  of  consamptjon  upon 
the  hemorrhage : 

"  Many  physidaas  do  not  hesitate  to  accept  a  hrisk  hcmoptiaia  as  a  anre  Nga 
of  incipient,  M  even  cetaUished  tnbcxculoais,  although  the  patient  tamj  pnsnt 


BO  BymptmtB,  either  BuljitotiT*  or  otjMtJTe,  of  d»MW  of  thebmgi,  utdvhai, 
won  after  the  occurrence  of  hEmoptuu,  signa  of  coauu&ptiDn  hxre  arisen,  they 
confident];  asgnme  that  Uie  bleeding  hu  been  cansed  bj  the  preeeace  of  tuber- 
cles, or  b;  the  proceis  of  iCi  deposit  in  the  langs. 

"I  must  earnestly  protest  againat  this  opinion,  as  altt^etEer  nniramnted, 
and  frangbtirith  danger  to  the' patient.        ••••■•• 

"In  the  Tei7  great  n^fority  of  caaeain  which Hhefiist  attack  of  hnmoptigis 
haa  not  beea  preceded  by  either  oovgh,  dyapnoea,  or  otiier  aigns  of  pnlmonaty 
diaorder,  the  lunp  are  fcee,  and  by  Mvmeaaa  the  aeat  of  bihratmlar  depoait,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  bleeding."    (P.  143.) 

Upon  tbia  poink  the  author  ia  in  bariavny  vith  all  aathorities  in 
medical  history  dawn  to  th«  beginniag  of  the  piewnt  oenttuy;  the 
doctrine  was  only  departed  &oin  under  the  inflnanee  of  Lnnneo,  and  is 
now,  by  the  help  of  otheri  besides  Niemeyer,  bung  re-installed  in  its 
ancient  aovereignty. 

III.    The  direct  origin  of  pbUiieis  in  repeatad  catarrhs  is  taught: 

"Even  a  simple^  genuine  catarrh  may  extend  into  the  air  Teeidea  inapenos 
of  apparently  perfect  bealtla  and  vigor.  Healthy  men  should  neiec  feal  sue 
that  they  wiU  not  die  of  an  acute  or  chronic  catarrhal  pneumonia,  procaeding 
from  a  cold,  and  reanlting  in  caseous  infiltration  and  destruction  ef  the  pulmo* 
nary  aubatnnce,"    P.  210.) 

"  Wbenefer  there  ia  the  slightest  ao^iaion  of  a  predispoeition  to  consump- 
tion, every  catenh,  no  mutter  bow  sli^t,  is  to  be  treated  with  the  otmost  oan^ 
which  ia  not  to  be  relaxed  nntil  llm  eatarrb  is  entirely  wdl.  •  •  •  Many 
patienta  fall  a  victim  to  the  deeply  rooted  prqudice  that  a  neglected  catarrh 
sever  leads  ta  oanaamption."    (P.  241.) 

These  extracts  will  snlSce  to  sbov  how  oar  accepted  doctrines  in 
regard  to  tubercle  and  conmimption  are  assailed,  and  how  sweeping  la 
the  revolution  propoaed. 

We  must  pass  on  to  some  other  points. 

In  therapeutics  the  antiior  wilt  be  found  mote  reliable  tban  fertile 
as  to  variety  of  means;  more  sceptical  than  over-reliant  as  to  the  power 
of  medicines  to  control  morbid  processes.  The  reader  will  not  uniVe- 
quently  find  some  of  his  therapeutic  idols  OTertbtOWn  by  a  rude  shock 
and  disposed  of  with  brief  ceremony.  On  the  Other  hand,  several 
remedies  not  usnal  with  us  are  Areqaently  prescribed,  and  we  can  af> 
ford  to  balance  against  his  scepticism  the  confidence  which  we  can 
not  fail  to  feel  when  such  an  obseiver  and  toacher  states  a  medicine  to 
be  efficacious.  But  whatever  doubts  he  may  entertaia  and  express  as 
to  the  powcre  of  medicines,  we  speedily  become  convinced,  as  we  read 
bis  pages,  that  tbey  are  neither  idle  whims  nor  piejudioes,  but  tha 
direct  ofispring  of  oKnioal  experience.    Id  the  preftoe  he  takes  occa- 
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uou  to  Uy  down  Uie  priaeiplet  wkioh  dioald  goide  «•  in  judging  <rf 
the  action  of  medieinea,  and  tb«j  are  ths  only  eorroct  ooes,  too  oftn 
overloolced,  too  often  forgotten-  Tears  ago  lie  says  he  "decl&red  ii 
idle  to  hope  for  the  time  when  a  medical  presoriptioD  ehonld  be  tbc  sim- 
ple resvlUnt  of  a  oompnUtion  of  known  qnaotitiwi"  he  IftSianti  tkc 
tendency  to  seek  aid  from  phyiiology,  padMlogy  and  ohenustry,  all  of 
which  yield  now  and  Hien  "an  iogoHioos  raggevtios;"  believes  the 
■tndy  of  the  offset  of  medicines  npon  animalB  useleM,  or  at  least  at 
far  inferior  to  the  one  and  only  mode  of  etudying  therapeutics,  obser- 
fation  at  the  bedside.  "  The  empirical  method  of  inrestlgiitton  is  the 
only  ratimal  and  proper  one  for  the  stndy  either  of  therapeotics,  or 
of  aay  other  department  of  natural  seience."  These,  as  we  said  be- 
fore, are  correct  prinelplee,  this  is  laying  a  sure  basis,  and  in  urging 
these  views  he  is  in  harmony  with  such  renowned  and  nnsarpaased  clin- 
ieal  teachers  a  Trenasean  and  Orarei. 

We  will  begin  by  illnitraling  his  loeptieism,  and  quote  from  the 
treatment  of  the  effosion  of  plenriay  where,  we  think,  generally,  with  ns, 
the  treatment  wonld  he  pretty  active  to  promote  absorption  and  &ee 
the  chest  of  the  water-logged  patient: 

"Bemediei  for  (he  promoting  of  t«>«beorptioa  of  the  sBludon  deserve  little 
rdbnee.  It  in,  ioAuBi,  qaeMionabla  lAetbep  it  be  poadUe,  by  aaj  therapeatk 
BMMH,  to  bring  abont  tbe  ocaditions  npon  whieh  the  abaorption  of  plenrWc  ct 
tamom  dspenda.  I^  after  the  iulammatory  srmptami  have  subsided,  the  eflb- 
ucn  lemBJn  undiiiiiniahed,  all  medication  both  external  and  internal,  ia  to  b* 
rqected,  and  the  application  of  bUstei*  ia  of  vei7  donbtCul  use.  •  •  •  The 
action  of  the  dinretica,  of  which  bi-lartrate  of  potash,  boracic  cream  of  tutu, 
and  the  jnniper-berry  are  the  best,  ii  very  uncertain,  so  that  we  can  not  promi« 
«nnelvea  much  from  their  nse,  and  the  pernicioUB  eflbcta  of  the  drasttci  Dpoo 
-digestion  and  asssimiiation  forms  a  serious  objection  to  their  emplojment.  *  * 
*  *  An  attempt  mi^  also  be  made  to  excite  r«-abaoiptlon  hj  the  outward  and 
inward  sdmiiustntum  of  iodine,  which  has  a  well-known  reputation  as  ui  ib- 
eorbent  I  have  seen  such  remarkably  npid  absorption  take  place  undai  the 
internal  nse  of  syr.  ferri  iodidi  in  oonjonction  with  the  external  applicatioa  ot 
a  weak  compound  Rolution  of  iodine  npon  the  affected  side  of  the  chest,  tbit  I 
«an  not  help  r^ardlng  the  beneficial  action  of  this  pMacription  as  prdwble,  tl- 
though  I  do  not  regard  k  as  proved."    (Pp.  2TX,  273.) 

The  "antiphlogiBtics"  are  not  in  much  favor  with  him;  he  ia 
far  from  being  a  "bleeder"  in  the  old  sense  of  the  term.  Neither  io 
pneumonia  not  pleurisy  does  he  believe  venesection  has  power  to  cut 
ehort  the  progress  of  the  disease.  The  former,  indeed,  we  are  told, 
is  markedly  "cyclical"  in  character,  a  fact  not  recognized,  "  owing  tt 


tb«  sctive  nutniier  in  whioli  m  «m4  fDnnari;  to  ittiok  the  diaeue, 
whereby  its  typical  ooucm  beeane  dennged: 

"  Whichever  one  of  the  cnnent  theoriea  Dpon  inflanmiBtloi)  we  tnaj  adopt, 
ncne  of  them  even  pajtuJlj  npbolda  the  iffioaer  of  vcBCMction  in  pMomoma. 
The  fact  is,  nnfortonatolr,  toigottaa,  Aat  the  moat  iBtsMe  hn>ar«Bia,  hj  iualf, 
can  not  occa^oa  ctoBpcua  inflatntti  atifrn  " 

"I  had  rathar  tliat  any  one,  dear  to  me,  and  mck  of  pneanionia,  vera  in  the 
handa  of  a  homceopath  than  in  the  handa  of  a  pbjruclan  vho  thinks  that  he  car- 
riee  the  inue  of  the  malady  npon  the  point  of  the  lancet."    (P.  1S4.) 

Tet  he  doea  not  bamsh  blood-letting  iVom  our  list  of  remedies, 
but  advises  resort  to  it  sometimes,  and  especially  local  bleeding.  In 
this  be  reaemblcB  Bennett,  who,  while  denying  its  power  to  control 
inflammation,  yet  finds  in  it  a  speedy  relief  for  some  of  the  distressing 
sytnptoms.    Thus  in  pleurisy : 

"  At  the  commencement  of  an  atta^  of  ptenrisy,  howerer,  I  can  not  aoffl* 
ciefitly  reconun»id  the  naa  of  oold  and  of  bloed-letUng.  •  '  ■  Whsi  the 
patient  dread«  the  application  of  oold  compreaMe,  or  if  the  latter  do  nc*  relieve 
the  p&in  and  dyfpnsa  in  an  hooi  or  two,  a  toterablj  large  number  of  leeches, 
or  cat  cnpe  should  be  applied;  and  if  the  pain,  which  is  almoet  alwaje  relieved 
Iqr  the  depledon,  recurs  in  the  COtUM  of  a  daj  or  two,  we  ihonld  not  bwtate  to 
repeat  the  local  blood-letting  nntUtiie  relief  becomes  permanent.''    (P.  271.) 

In  pneumonia  be  would  bleed  under  the  following  ciroomstancea: 

"  Whenever  the  pneumonia  has  attacked  a  vtgoroni  and  Ulherto  healthy  sab- 
jeet,  la  of  recent  occurrence,  the  temperatore  being  higher  than  one  hundred 
and  five  degrees  Fahr.,  and  the  frequence  of  the  pnlae  rating  at  more  than  one 
hundred  and  twenty  beata  a  nunnte. 

"Whenever  the  great  freqaenee  of  teafdration  in  the  commencement  of 
a  pnenmonia  can  not  be  traced  to  farer,  pain,  and  [orT]  to  the  extent  of  the 
pneomonic  procease*  alone,  oi  loMi  as  a  Mroui/ooiny  mfptetomlmt  appaan,  logeAtr 
teilh  a  Te^jtiralum  qf  for^  "^  fifis  bnolfti  a  mmwie,  and  when  the  rattle  in  the  chest 
doea  not  cease  for  a  while  after  the  patient  has  coughed. 

"The  third  indication  for  bleeding  aiieee  upon  the  appearance  <^  lymptoma 
of  pTesBure  npon  the  brain,  not  headache  and  delirlnm,  bnt  a  state  of  stupor  or 
transient  paralysia."    (P.  186.) 

We  find  the  author  to  be  no  more  of  a  "  meroviialiter "  than 
bleeder.  He  does  not  hesitate  to  express  his  doubts  as  to  any  "anti- 
phlogistjo"  power  of  calomel.  He  nevertheleas  uses  it,  in  membrane- 
OUB  oronp  for  instance,  and  supports  his  practice  with  very  similar 
reasoning  to  Flint.  There  is  high  authority  in  favor  of  it  doing  good — 
the  disease  is  rapid  and  rery  generally  flital — we  are  Justified  in  using 
remedies  which  promise  even  but  little  where  we  are  wasting  in  thos* 
more  reliable.  di,:ii  ^r-i  !-,■  Ct.")(.")<^lL' 
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Ha  is  far,  howerer,  flrom  denyng  beiwfioial  effects  from  the  sm  d 
calomel;  thus  in  brODchial  and  iutettinal  eatarrlw  of  teething  cldU- 
rea,  he  uys: 

"^comprabouible  M  the  bwefltdal  effect  of  thia  dmg  upon  either  of  (1mm 
diMrden  maj  be,  ^et  experieuM  ha«  afllrBed  it  m  toDy  that  ire  can  not  Isr 
anj  bedlatioD  Id  iii«H»g  use  of  the  remedj.  We  gire  naall  doeo  of  fitm  4c 
sixth  to  the  quarter  of  a  gratn,  three  or  four  timtt  a  isj."     (P.  79.) 

He  in  an  advooate  of  its  ase  in  typhoid  fever: 

"  After  the  accurate  obBetvatiom  of  Wuuderllch,  «e  can  acarcel^  dook  lU 
bjr  tiiii  [remedj  we  maj,  in  lome  f«ir  cases,  cut  short  the  diseaAe  (accordief  ai 
Wnnderlich  one  or  two  gr.  v.  doses  are  enough),  and  that  in  the  great  m^w- 
itj  of  caaes  where  this  remedy  ia  given  daring  the  fint  week,  and  be&re  tte  so- 
cnrrence  of  much  dlarrh<ea,  the  oonise  of  the  di«eaH  is  rendered  milder  and 
shorter.  The  experience  of  Pfeifier's  clinic,  as  well  aa  mj  own,  perfsetl^  agnn 
with  Wonderlich'a,"    (VoL  iL,  p.  695.)* 

This  is  undoubtedly  a  just  eatimataoo  of  mercartals ;  their  |»over  to 
control  inflammation,  to  promote  the  secretion  of  bile  more  than  dooht- 
ftil — certainly,  in  the  language  of  the  Scotch  verdict,  made  to  escape 
acquittal  where  oonvictiou  ia  impoasiblc — "not  proYen" — ^yet  tbeii 
value  in  many  deranged  conditjoas  and  diaeases  established  apon  (Im 
firm  basis  of  clinical  obaerva^on.  We  are  gl&d  to  find,  then,  ia 
Niemeyer  another  author  whose  influence  vill  tend  to  check  the  too 
frequent  resort  to  these  valuable  but  not  harmless  remedies,  and 
ve  trust  his  inflnenoe  may  be  potent  with  those  gentlemen  wbo  alwaji 
have  their  patienta  upon  "small  doses  of  calomel  and  ipicac,"  who 
always  talk  of  "rouaing  the  secretions  I"  There  are  some  of  the* 
left  in  this  sectioD.  If  any  of  them  are  troubled  with  an  "eeleetic" 
rival,  let  us  remind  them  that  the  ohief  comer  stone  upon  whieh  bas 
been  built  up  that  school  of  dissenters,  is  the  ahuie  of  mercsriala  by 
regular  practitioners.    The  truth  may  be  unwelcome,  but  it  must  ott 

In  the  treatment  of  pleurisy  we  have  seen  that  he  reoommesd* 
cold  applications  to  the  cheat.  This  is  one  of  the  remedies  whieh 
will  be  new  to  the  profeasion  generally  here,  and  a  remedy  to  which 
we  think  the  laity  will  have  to  be  "educated"  before  we  can  reaortte 
it  much  I  In  pBcumonia  they  are  one  of  his  chief  measures,  and  an 
believed  to  render  mwc  essential  aerrice  than  the  palliation  which  gen- 
erally speedily  follows  their  application: 

*  TlM  aboitln  bhi4o  of  hedlnc  trpbald  fmx  bj  oklomel  bi*  bed  muv  adhanDt*  kn  CmiJ. 
■ud  tiM  gnntnl  lr«tiii«it  bj  mull  iovm,  repotBd,  for  tlitlr  lalUln  >S*ct,  ba*  Uu  bl(b  Miaiit- 
ItT  D(  Lebcrt  In  III  ftLTor.  Sh  HoDdbDcli  d«  imcUicbeD  BMdMln.  B.  I.>  ■-  tSS,  TdUbsibi  UBi 
■Dd  Amar,  Jam.  <if  Mti.  Seiium,  Jalj,  18H.    P.  ISJ,  Di.iIpcJ  l-GoOlJ  Ic 
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"I  have  nude  oxtanaiTe  onploTiiMiil cf  ooU m  tka  tteatmcDt  of  pneiimo- 
nia.  Mid,  relTiiig  upon  &  luge  number  of  wej  &Torable  lesnlts,  caa  secommaul 
this  procedure.  In  aJI  cases  I  cover  tb«  chest  of  (be  patient,  and  the  afiect«d 
side  in  particular,  vith  cloths  vbich  have  been  dipped  in  cold  irater  and  well 
wniag  out.  The  compresnH  miut  be  repeated  eTer7  five  nunat«e.  TTDpleaaaDt 
aa  thia  proeedore  is  in  almost  all  coses,  3^  eren  after  a  fev  honrs  tiie  patienla 
asanre  me  tlist  tbc^  hd  a  material  raUef.  The  pain,  the  Ajtpoie^,  and  often  the 
freqnencjr  of  the  pnlae,  an  radnced.  Sometimes  the  tamperatnie  goes  down  ta 
entire  degree.        •        •        •        • 

"  In  the  hospital  at  Prague  everj  pneamoaia  Is  trcAted  with  cold  compresaea, 
and,  according  to  the  statements  of  Smoler,  it  is  exceptional  Ibr  a  patient  not  to 
feel  maleri&l  relief  from  this  treatment."     (Vol.  i.,  p.  185.) 

We  are,  then,  "advancing  backwards "  to  use  a  Hibernianism,  to- 
wards the  teachings  of  Currie.  But  we  do  not  speak  in  jest;  theuaeof 
water  as  a  lemed;  has  been  neglected  by  ns  almost  to  the  extent  of 
fonndmg  a  school  baaed  on  ita  (ezclnsiye  use,  and  we  hope  to  see  a 
reviTal  of  its  reputation.  There  is  high  autbority,  and  abundant 
clinioal  evidenoe  in  favor  of  the  value  of  odd  water  aod  ice  in  the 
I  treatment  of  visoer&l  inflammations.* 

We  will  add  one  more  quotation,  favorable  to  the  use  of  a  remedy 

tbat  we  may  not  convey  the  impression  that  our  author  ia  altogether 

a  sceptic.     Digitalis  is  a  medicine  in  great  favor  with  him ;  in  fevers 

and  inflammations  it  lednoea  the  tetuperatnre  and  the  pulse  without 

lowering  the  strength  of  the  patient.     In  the  foUoiflng,  from  the  ar- 

.  tiole  on  Dilatation  of  the  Heart,  it  will  be  seen  that  he  fully  commits 

'  himself  upon  the  disputed  question  as  to  the  medicine  being  a  cardiac 

,  tonie: 

1  "Prepoaseseed  hj  the  doctrine  of  Tiaube  regarding  the  effect  of  digitalis 

npon  the  contractile  force  of  the  heart,  and  the  tensioii  of  the  aortic  Bjateni,  I 
.  fbrmerlf  regarded  the  nse  of  this  remedy  in  dilatation  of  the  heart  as  unneces- 
sary, and  even  dangeroaa.  Of  late  ^eara  I  have  convinced  myself,  from  a  great 
'  number  of  obeervationa,  that  digitalis  la  a  very  effident  means  of  temporarily 
'  itreiqithening  the  heart's  oontnctile  powers,  bmI  of  thns  allaying  cyanoaia  and 
•  dropay.  In  dilatation  of  the  heart,  digUalia,  when  combined  with  an  exclusively 
I  milk  diet,  is  an  invaluable  remedj,  I  have  repeatedly  saoceeded  in  obtaining 
complete  removal  of  dropsical  eSasionB  of  great  magnitude,  and  produced  con- 
'    Edderable  temporary  relief  by  this  mode  of  treatment."    (P.  326.) 

We  can  not  oontinne  our  quotations,  or  extend  our  remarks;  yet 
,   there  are  so  many  inbereating  and  important  points  marked  for  no- 

*Sn,  tor  bHtaoce,  Lnttini  0*  tbfl  1M«CB0fto  and  nvatauDt  oi  TvHtloiul  Nhtodb  AflH- 
.  Uau.  bj  Brown-Saqiiud,  p.  W,  when  the  "  muksd  banaflt"  obUinad  bj  KUhulli,  Htlm  and 
>    KlwlMti,  In  "  tuBamnisUiHi  dT  Ih*  *Uo*n  «  nrniii  BemtmaH  ot  th*  •h«t  tai  >bilois*ii,"  Is 
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ti«e,  tlut  we  find  it  u  dJAoolt  to  bmk  off  m  we  do  to  exprns  a 
opteien  of  the  raerrta  of  the  work  without  lajing  ooraelTeB  open  to 
the  charge  of  exaggeration.  Without  drawing  an;  inridlous  cob- 
parisoas  with  other  works  of  our  own  or  foreign  countries,  we  may  aj 
that  it  is  a  moat  azoeUeut  and  valuable  treatise,  bearing  apon  iti 
pa^  thn  luarka  irf  nlinnnhanmtlnn.  grnntnlininnliturlj,  nniindinawai 
iug  and  good  jndgmant.  If  th«  Mthor  now  and  tb«u  destroji  oar 
oonfideuce  in  a  favorite  medicine,  he  strengthena  it  in  mttity  other*-' 
if  he  demoliehes  favorite  theories,  it  is  by  sbowiog  that  they  ue  in- 
oonaiBtent  with  the  facts  gained  by  recent  progreee — and  if  be  oftn 
confesses  the  powerlessness  of  our  art,  we  can  not  help  feeling  thatin 
whatever  there  ie  to  do,  he  is  a  safe  guide  and  sound  counselor. 

We  mnst  add  that  the  translation  is  exceedingly  well  done;  then 
is  an  entire  absence  of  awkward  sentences,  and  of  t^at  obscari^  of 
the  author's  meaning  so  often  seen  In  traDslations,  and  whieh  arise 
from  too  close  a  verbal  rendering  of  the  text.  The  publishera'  work 
has  been  done,  too,  in  excellent  style.  J.  C.  B. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


NtV  YOWC  OlTT,  OCTOBEB  16,  188». 

DxAR  Journal:  In  the  conrse  of  time,  the  medical  lecturing  sea- 
son has  again  come  round,  and  at  the  various  schools  the  bustle  and 
excitement  plainly  indicate  the  commenoement  of  a  new  campaign. 
The  old  war-hoises  are  buckling  «n  their  amor,  and  those  who,  llui 
season,  make  their  cUbut  iqion  the  lectariag  stage,  await  witL  h^ 
hops  and  eagw  deur*,  altho«gh  with  pal^t»ting  hearts,  the  ugasl 
for  the  strife.  Th«  eity  is  ftall  af  students.  Sack  yaar,  oar  grsat 
metropolis  ia  deservedly  increasing  In  popularity  with  those  who  eot- 
template  the  study  of  the  healing  art,  and  our  colleges  were  never  b 
a  more  floniishing  condition. 

Our  advantages  for  clinical  instruction,  and  ^for  practical  atndy  at 
the  bedside  of  the  sick— -the  only  true  my  of  making  a  thorougb  phy- 
sician— are  unsurpassed  by  any  eity  in  the  world;  and  these  aJraa- 
tages  are  constantly  on  the  increase,  by  the  erection  of  new  hospitali, 
asylum  and  dispensaries.    And  thus  a  double  good  ia  effeoted,  bot 
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homes  for  the  relief  of  the  snfiering  uid  the  affliotod  we  baohec^,  Knd 
the  medical  stadent  has  opened  t«  him  Mw  vaye  uti  brosdei  oppor* 
touities  foi  iooreuing  hie  aaeint  of  prtetieal  iofOTMalioD  and  nsefnl 
knowledge. 

A  new  Ejt  and  Kar  lafirmaTy  ie  aboat  to  be  opened  at  No.  233 
East  Thirty-foarth  street,  betveeu  Seeond  ^d  Thiid  avaniiei,  and  i» 
to  be  called  "  The  Muhatton  £ye  and  Ear  Hoapltal."  A  hospital 
building  is  to  be  erected  at  some  fntnre  daj.  The  directors  of  the 
institntion  compriao  some  of  our  uost  diatia^nlihed  baainen  and 
medical  men.    There  have  been  eleated  u  so^soni  to  the  hos^lal, 

Drs.  Aguew, and  Boosa.     This  is  an  institvtion  that  has  long 

been  needed  in  the  oppw  part  of  the.eit;,  and  will,  withost  do«bt, 
eigoy  a  great  popolarity,  and  prove  to  many  an  ineatlmable  bleMing. 

Of  the  new  hospitals,  the  Medioal  0«»ette  says: 

"On  the  ISA  of  BtptembM',  1960,  the  comer-itone  of  tiie  new  QemisD  Hoa- 
pital,  which  U  located  on  the  plat  of  grotiud  bounded  Vt  Senn^-eixth  and  Ser- 
entjr-seventh  rtreeti,  and  Fonrth  and  Lexii^tm  ■*eniiea,  waa  laid  }rj  Mayor 
Onntber.  The  erection  of  the  bnildinghBBpr(««^edaIowl7,oiriuclo  the  wantof 
fhndi,  and  eTenatpiewntbot  one  of  the  twopavilUou  of  which  Uuhoafutalis 
to  coDiigt,  hu  been  completed.  Althongh  the  eatabliihment  u  known  ae  the 
German  Hoopital,  the  anhKription  list  bean  the  names  of  many  of  our  natlve- 
bom  citizeiu,  and  it  U  Intended  that  persons  of  all  coontries,  colon,  creeds  and 
conditions  shall  be  reoetved  there,  so  fiu  as  the  capacities  (rf  the  building  will 

"  l%i  SoaimU  Bo^aaL  Onwad  was  broken  a  faw  daji  ego  f<»  the  wattitm 
of  the  Booeevelt  HoepitaL  The  loca&m  ohoaen  U  the  block  bonnded  hj  Fiftj- 
eighth  and  Fii^-ninth  streets,  and  Ninth  and  Tenth  arenaee.  It  will  be  re- 
membered that  the  late  Mr,  Booserelt  left  the  sum  of  one  million  dollar*  to 
fotmd  and  maintain  a  hospital  in  this  chy.  The  work  of  designing  a  suitable 
buildli^  hsB  been  entraased  to  Mr.  Oarl  FfeMer,  the  well-known  architect.  It 
is  probable  that  the  comer-^tooe  will  be  laid  at  the  a*d  of  nazl  oKHitb. 

"  The  Nev  Tvrk  HMpiiai.  The  aMusagara  and  the  tnwtM  of  the  New  York 
Hospital  have  purohaoed  a  plAt  of  ground  at  the  coniei  of  Twen^-ninth  street 
and  Ninth  avenue,  cm  which  a  building  will  be  erected  cof  ering  a  space  one  hnu- 
dred  feet  square.  It  will  be  used  as  an  adjunct  [to  the  principal  boildlng  at 
Bloomingdale.  ExcaTations  hare  been  commenced,  and  the  archiiect,  Hr. 
Carl  Pftifier,  is  engaged  in  preparing  the  plans." 

The  corner-stone  Of  a  new  hospital,  ^St.  Michael's  Hospital,  has 
recently  been  laid  in  the  neighboring  city  of  Newark,  New  Jersey, 
and  the  erection  of  the  hnilding  is  now  in  active  operation.  It  is  to 
cost  forty  tboDBRDd  dollars:  will  he  of  red  brick,  with  trimmings  of 
brown  stone,  and  three  stories  in  height.    There  will  be  acoommoda- 
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tions  for  «Be  bandied  uti  tSfly  fatients,  the  waida  being  twenty-two 
!d  number.  The  dimencioiM  of  the  bnilding  will  be  sinetj-six  by 
forty-eight  feet,  uid  a  rear  extension  twenty-fodr  by  forty-two  feet, 
for  the  chapel. 

On  Monday,  Oetober  4itii,  the  regnUr  ooarse  of  leetnrea  eommeneej 
at  the  College  of  Fhysioi^B  asd  Barg««D8.  The  inb>odiiot«ry  addreai 
was  deUveied  by  Pn>f<BMor  ifcLean,  aid  was  Itetened  to  witii  marked 
interest  by  a  large  aodienee. 

The  University  Hedioal  College  is  nowcomfortablysetded  in  their 
new  qvarters  on  Twenty-iizth  street,  opposite  Belleme  Hospital,  and 
all  things  are  now  moring  onwards  prosperously.  8Mident«  are  fiow- 
ii^  in:  new  blood  and  yonthftd  seal  have  been  admitted  to  leetaring 
«orps :  and  ereryihing  indicates  renewed  life  and  aotlTlty.  The  Uni- 
versity will  gain  immensely  by  its  ehaage  of  base.  The  introdnotory 
leotnre  to  the  eaeaing  winter  cooree  will  be  delirwed  next  Monday 
night,  by  Professor  Diaper. 

Bdlerue  Hospital  Biedieal  Oolleg«,  and  the  Female  Medical 
School,  are  also  onoe  more  in  actire  operation. 

The  New  York  College  of  Pharmacy,  that  most  important  institu- 
tion, convened  its  fortieth  annual  course  of  lectures  in  the  Univetsity 
building,  on  the  4th.  The  lectures  on  chemistry  are  delivered  an 
Wednesday  and  Friday  evenings,  by  Professor  C.  F.  Chandler:  on 
materia  medics  and  botany,  on  Monday  and  Friday  evenings,  by  Pro- 
fessor —  ■  '  ,  and  tlM  lectares  on  PharMaey  on  Monday  evenings,  at 
eight  o'clock,  by  Dr.  Edward  R.  B^ibb. 

During  the  term,  the  Rocond-course  students  have  abundant  oppor- 
tunities  afforded  them  of  witneseing  many  of  the  operations  spoken 
of  by  the  lecturers,  oonduoted  at  the  yarions  uanufacturing  establish- 
ments, on  an  extensive  seals. 

Yours  very  revpeetftilly, 

Jakzs  B.  Bukkitt,  M.  D. 
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MISCELLANY. 


ON  THE  PATHOGENESIS  AND  TEBATMENT  OF  STERIL- 
ITY  IN  THE  HUMAN  FEMALE. 


BT  W.  0.   BOOEBS,   X.  D.,   OT  NKW  TOBK. 


Sometimes,  on  the  same  day,  ooe  bougie,  after  rsmuning  in  a  lit' 
tie  while,  may  be  withdrawn,  and  a  larger  one  paflsed,  but  not  often. 
Strictnreg  of  the  os  internum  uteri,  like  HtrictureB  of  the  urethra  in 
the  male,  are  irritable  and  capricious,  and  must  either  be  coaxed  or 
taken  when  in  good  bum  or. 

If  it  is  going  in,  the  bongie  most  paw  in  quickly,  almost  preci- 
pitately. I  thins  I  nnderstood  Dr.  Kammerer  to  say  that  be  also 
made  use  of  steel  bougies  of  gndoated  siiea.  All  I  have  to  say  abont 
this  is,  that  eafe  as  tbeae  may  be  In  skillful  hands,  and  sncceBsfuI — 
they  haTe  not  been  fO  in  mine — they  cause  pain,  and,  I  think,  excite 
irritation  and  spasmodic  contraction  in  the  upper  oh,  which  makes  it 
difficnlt  to  pass  them  throogh  it;  and  if  pushed  in  forcibly,  might,  I 
ahoald  think,  do  mischief.  T  can  conoeiTC  of  cases  in  which  it  might 
be  necessary  to  incise  the  enter  os,  or  to  dilate  the  cavity  of  the  neck 
with  sponge  or  laminaria,  in  order  to  introduce  the  bougie;  but  when 
H  hystarotome  of  any  kind,  a  sponge-tent  or  slip  Of  laminaria  can  pass, 
a  Blender- pointed,  flexible,  gum-elastio  bougie,  I  shonld  think,  could 
be  passed  also,  and  with  time  and  patience  effect  the  oltject.  Try  to 
learn  the  course  of  the  Btrictnrc,  pass  in  the  bongie  in  it,  firmly  and 
qnickly,  through  the  os,  avfond.  If  H  means  to  go,  it  will  then,  and 
may  be  retained  for  a  longer  or  shorter  time.  I  belieTO  it  would  1w 
weU  to  leave  it  in  for  some  hours.  If  yon  do  not  sneeeed  after  a  short 
trial  snapend  the  operation  till  a  later  day.  If  the  striotore  is,  or  be- 
oomes  irritable,  the  more  you  trj,  the  less  likely  yon  are  to  succeed. 
Snccess  is  either  nail  or  immediate.  When  complete  dilatation  hasi 
been  obtained  with  a  bongie  of  Jsrge  size,  the  passage  of  it  becomes 
easy,  but  it  most  be  repeated  atinteryals;  after  menetmation;  per- 
haps best  in  the  true  inter-men stntal  period  (ten  or  fonrteen  days  af- 
ter), for  if  the  women  should  happen  t«  hare  cOBceiTed,  abortiott 
would  almost  inevitable  follow  the  mtrodnction  of  the  bougie  into  A6- 
oterine  cavity.  The  bongie  should  be  new,  firm,  and  not  too  flexible, 
or  it  will  donble  up  and  not  pass.  Bongies  that  have'  been  used  a  fev 
times  are  liable  to  this  objection.  If,  after  withdrawing  the  bongie^  a 
laminaria  tent  conld  be  introduced,  and  left  tl  dimeure  some  days,  it 
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would  be  well;  but  it  is  not  easy  or  always  possible,  and  the  bongie 
alone  mnat  be  depended  apon. 

All  tbese  operations  nave  for  tbeir  object  the  facilitation  of  the 
menses  and  remoTal  of  dysmenorthoM,  and  Uie  allowing  of  an  eauer 
and  freer  entrance  to  the  spermatozoa.  But  beyond  this  is  the  aid 
afforded  to  methods  intended  to  effect  the  change  in  the  nterine  secre- 
tions necessary  to  insure  the  vitality  of  the  spermatosoa.  If  this  caD 
not  be  done,  our  researches  and  concInBions  upon  this  point  in  the 
pathology  of  sterility  will  be  of  no  avail.  It  is  to  be  effected,  as  far 
as  I  know,  by  cauterisation,  chiefly  with  nitrate  of  silver,  introduced 
in  the  solid  form,  or  by  injection,  into  the  cavity  of  the  neck  and 
utems;  although  other  eubstanoea  are  employed.  Dr.  Sims'  pamphlet 
is  unfortunately  silent  on  this  point.  Courty  ranks  amoDg  curable  causes 
of  sterility,  simple  or  complicat«d  imperf oration,  congenital  or  acci- 
dental narrowness  of  the  nterine  orifices,  the  frequent  cause  of  me- 
chanical dysmenorrhcea ;  and  says,  by  dilatation  and  doable  incision 
of  the  neck,  he  has  obtained  unquestionable  cures  of  more  than  fifteen 
sterile  women,  whose  fecundation  followed  the  treatment  in  from  three 
to  five  months.  Flexions,  when  very  decided,  are  causes  of  sterility, 
and  nncurable  when  held  down  by  adbesioos;  and  be  does  not  par- 
take of  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Joalin,  on  the  small  importance  of  devia- 
tions  of  the  uterus  as  causes  of  sterility.  He  thinks  that  the  glana 
penis  should,  at  the  moment  of  ejaculation,  be  opposite  to  the  meatus 
uterinus;  and  that  even  a  temporary  restoration  to  the  natnral  position 
(p.  1008)  suffices  sometimes  for  fecnndatiou ;  and  that  after  this,  and 
after  dilatation  even,  no  time  should  be  lost  in  attempting  fecundation, 
and  that  certain  positions  of  tha/emaU  in  coitut  are  preferable  in  some 
oases  to  others.  Hypertrophy  even  of  one  lip,  and  conicity  of  the 
neck,  congestion,  inflammation,  granulations  and  fungosities,  are  all 
obstacles  to  fecundation.  This  appears  to  be  also  the  opinion  of  Eam- 
merer,  of  C.  Mayer  of  Berlin  (1856),  whom  he  cites  in  his  paper. 

In  Dr.  K.'s  patients,  retroversion  (twenty),  anteveraion  (eighteen), 
anteflexion  (eighty -three),  retroflexion  (seventy -one),  hypertrophy  (six- 
ty-five), small  OB  (twenty-four),  stricture  of  internal  os  (thirty-five) 
were  the  commonest  lesions,  and  seven-eighths  of  the  whole  number 
were  affected  with  some  form  or  other  of  uterine  catarrh.  If  the 
views  which  I  have  herein  presented,  relative  to  the  occasional  and 
frequent  destruotivenass  of  the  accompanying  secretions  to  the  sper- 
matOEoa  be  correct,  some  of  the  sterility  in  them  may  be  fairly,  I 
think,  attributed  to  it,  and  some  of  the  successes  to  the  means  em- 
ployed for  its  removal.  Courty  thinks  that  very  abundant  leuoorrhffial 
secretion  may  expet  the  semen  fVom  the  uterine  cavity,  when  it  has 
once  entered,  and  the  vet^  viscid,  tenacious  mucus  which  plugs  the  os 
oppose  its  entrance.*  Taginal,  he  thinks  less  injurious  than  uterine 
mucus,  the  latter  of  which  may  have  a  very  injurious  inflence  upon 
the  relatively  very  small  quantity  of  sperm  which  enters  the  uterine 
cavity  {1012).     He  adds :     In  a  great  number  of  cases  the  great  abuD- 
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dance  of  the  lenooirhaa,  and  eT«D  its  punileace,  doas  Dot  prevent  fe- 
Cnndation. 

Gonrty  differs  iVom  Jonlin  as  to  the  effeot  of  a  want  of  orgaam  on 
the  part  of  tbe  female.  He  thinks  it  may  occur  without  being  felt  or 
ezpreued,  that  it  ia  capable  of  development  and  education,  and  hence 
fecundation  uldom  occure  until  after  some  months  (tirelve,  eighteen, 
twenty-four  and  thir^-aix)  of  married  life;  again,  in  some  oases  of 
Bterility,  coinciding  with  perfect  general  health  of  the  genitals,  end 
Qaly  attributable  to  absolute  defect  of  orgasm,  even  in  women  very 
desiroaa  of  becoming  mothers;  or  awaking,  together  with  fecundity, 
after  a  lapse  of  years,  and  thence  parsning  the  natural  course  of  its 
ewlution;  a  new  lover,  or  husband  perhaps,  determining  the  result. 
B«t  it  is  equally  certain  that  many  entirely  cold  and  passive  women 
are  extremely  fecund.  Sterility  on  the  other  hand,  may  depend  upon 
a  totally  opposite  condition.  Menorrhagia  (a  precocious  abortus),  or 
jnter-meostj'ual  menstruation,  by  its  tendency  to  reproduce  itself  when 
the  ovam  is  recently  fecundated,  becomes  an  obstacle  to  gestation. 
The  number  of  cauees,  single  or  allied,  upon  which  sterility  may  de- 
pend, should  certainly  render  us  sober  of  promise  to  women  in  whom 
it  is  only  relative,  and  affords  hope  of  recovery ;  while  the  very  frequent 
realization  of  that  hope,  under  well-directed  treatment,  should  war- 
rant a  patient  and  continued  effort  on  tbe  part  of  both  patient  and 
physician. 

Among  the  chief  meani  of  oorrecting  the  morbid  conditions  of  the 
uterine  mucus  membrane  upon  which  noxious  secretions  may  depend, 
may  be  said  to  be  oanteriiations  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  neck 
and  cavity,  and  certain  intra-nteriue  injections.  The  caustic  most  com- 
monly in  use  is  nitrate  of  silver,  used  externally  to  ulcerations  and 
abrasions  of  the  neck,  and  internally  applied  to  tbe  mucous  membrane 
of  the  neck  and  cavity,  to  repress  granulations  and  fungosities,  to  di- 
minish hypersecretion,  and  by  modifying  the  morbid  condition  of  the 
glands  which  produce  lencorrhcea,  change  the  character  of  the  secre- 
tion itself  into  one  less  injurious  to  the  vitality  of  tbe  spermatoioa. 
Upon  this  subject  M.  Courty  says:  "The  cauteritation  may  be  per- 
formed, after  dilatation,  with  a  camel's  hair  brush,  but  as  this  is  an 
unene^etio  method,  tbe  idea  has  arisen  to  introduce  the  solid  nitrate 
and  apply  it  directly  over  the  surface." 

Various  porte -caustics  have  been  devised  for  this  purpose,  intended 
to  secure  tbe  caustic  &om  being  broken  off  within  the  cavity.  "  But," 
saye  W.  C,  "having  myself  met  with  the  accident  and  satisfied  myself 
not, only  of  its  harmlessness,  but  of  its  happy  results,  I  fix  a  piece  of 
solid  nitrate  of  silver,  of  suitable  length,  in  an  ordinary  platinum  porte- 
nitrate  with  a  long  handle;  place  the  patient  in  supination;  introdnce 
a  wooden  speeulnm ;  examine  very  gently  with  a  sound  the  direction 
of  the  ntero- cervical  canal,  and  immediately  after  carry  the  crayon  of 
uitrate  of  silver  even  into  the  uterine  cavity."  This  is  easily  said,  but 
is  it  quite  as  easy  to  do?  M.  G.  continues:  "Instead  of  endeavoring 
to  withdraw  it  intact,  I  use,  on  tbe  contrary,  all  my  endeavors  to  pre- 
cipitate it,  to  break  it  off,  which  is  not  very  easy  to  do,  and  I  abandon 
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it  in  this  cftvity  (p.  265).  Tbe  vsgiaa  is  then  tamponed  with  s  eloth, 
wetted  in  a  Bolatioa  of  salt  la  water,  soBtained  bv  a  seoond  one,  and 
the  apecnlam  withdrawn."  "I  can  saj,"  he  adds,  "that  I  do  not 
know  any  more  heroic  means  than  this  little  operation,  whioE  it  ia  not 
often  neoessarj  to  repent,  in  the  treatment  of  obstinate  leacorrhoea.  I 
have  not  obserred  serions  accidents  to  follow  it.  Onoe  only  I  saw  atro- 
ciona  pains,  not  yielding  to  baths,  antispasmodics  m^  narcotiea." 
The  neok  haTiog  swelled,  and  the  ob  being  ooclodod,  he  inoised  it 
some  hoars  afterwards,  to  facilitate  the  ezpulsioa  of  ^e  macos  uid 
caustic  itself.  In  all  the  other  oaees,  the  pains,  "even  verj  strong  in 
a  small  number  of  women,"  have  always  yielded,  however  violent,  to 
general  and  local  antjapasmodios,  and  to  cool  hip-baths,  with  oontin- 
nons  vaginal  irrigations,  prolonged  if  necessary  for  some  hoars. 

Those  of  my  readers  who  may  feel  disposed  to  adopt  this  heroio 
and  comparatively  innooiona  and  "inoomparable"  little  remedy,  619, 
will  do  well  to  consult  M.  Conrty's  Traite  Prat.,  &c.,  Paris,  1866,  p.  264 
and  7,  618.  It  is  to  be  employed  only,  be  it  remembered,  when  die 
passages  are  freely  pervious,  and  there  exists  neither  metriUs,  pcrimo' 
tritis,  ovaritis,  flexion,  deviation,  striotare,  nor  oonstriotiou  af  ori- 
fices. 

M.  Coarty  is  not  in  favor  of  iutra-nterine  injections.  He  says  that 
they  are  the  most  dangerous  that  can  be  employed,  and  has  seen  them 
instantly  followed  by  very  formidable  aooidenta,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
possibility  of  their  passing  through  the  tabes  into  U>e  peritoneal  cav- 
ity and  giving  rise  to  fatal  peritonitis.  M.  C.  uses  do  other  fluid  duo 
pure  water,  and  even  then  only  where  there  exists  a  perfect  facility  for 
the  escape  of  the  injected  fluids. 

Dr.  James  Kammoier,  of  this  ciW,  whose  paper  on  Uterine  Ca- 
tarrh, reprinted  from  the  Ameriean  Journal  of  Obttetriei,  vol.  ii..  No. 
2,  August,  1S69,  I  have  just  been  favored  with,  is  a  warm  advocate,  on 
the  oUier  hand,  in  their  behalf,  and  uses  them  constantly  with  safety 
and  auccess.  When  oatairh  is  accompanied  with  true  angolar  ante- 
flexion, the  posterior  tip  of  the  atems  must  be  incised  by  Emmet's  op- 
eration, to  straighten  the  oanal  and  provide  for  a  free  exit  for  the  ca< 
tarrhal  secrettoD ;  and  extreme  smallness  of  the  external  os  reqnires  a 
bilateral  incision.  The  patient  being  placed  in  a  recumbent  position, 
a  sound  is  introduced  into  the  uterus,  and  the  depth,  capacity  of  the 
cavity  and  the  mobility  of  the  organ  accurately  measured  and  ascer- 
tained. A  cylindrical  speculum  is  then  introdsoed  into  the  vagina. 
In  order  that  an  entire  permeability  of  the  cervioo-aterine  canal  shall 
exist  before  the  injection  is  attempted,  Dr.  K.  is  oareful  to  dilate  it 
by  means  of  a  series  of  sounds,  four  in  number,  of  varying  slaee,  made 
,  of  copper  or  Qerman  silver,  of  which  exact  figures  are  given  on  pp. 
14  and  10  of  the  pamphlet  alluded  to.  These  are  Buccessively  inteo- 
dnced  through  the  speculum,  until  full  dilatation  of  the  canal  is  ob- 
tained; afler  which  injection  and  escape  of  the  injected  liquids  are 
easy  and  safe.  After  washing  oat  the  cavity  of  the  uteros  wiui  a  long- 
noEzled  india-rabber  bag  syringe,  the  appropriate  remedy,  in  lic^vid 
form,  is  injected.     These  are  uhromie  aeid,  Lagol's  solution  of  iodise, 
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dilate  or  concentrated,  and  caibolic  acid  dilated,  and  also  Balpb.  Einoi, 
ten  graiofl  to  the  oance.  Of  carbolic  acid  aa  an  intra-aterine  injee- 
tion,  I  find  no  notice  in  the  three  French  works  I  have  conaalted,  Jou- 
Itu,  Conrty  and  Beoqurel,  and  do  not  know  with  whom  it  originated. 

Dr.  Sqaibb,  in  a  recent  pamphlet,  speaks  of  it  as  a  mild  local  au- 
lesthetic,  osefal  in  cystitis  and  leacorrfacea,  and  says  that  its  ase  has 
often  been  favorably  noticed  In  the  foreign  joarnals.  Weak  aola- 
tions  of  tbese  dilute  sabstances  may  be  freely  injected,  raised  to  a  cer- 
tain temperatare,  not  cold ;  bat  of  the  concentrated,  ten  to  twenty 
drops  is  the  most  that  can  be  safely  injected,  the  dilnte  being  in  ordi- 
nary caaes  the  moat  pradent.  Caation  and  skill  are  necessary;  for 
Dr.  K.  himself  allows  (p  23)  that  accidents  may  occur  occasionally, 
notwithstanding  the  most  carefttl  observance  of  the  rales  be  has  laid 
down  (p.  12).  Dr.  K.  observes  that  be  has  oflen  cared  patients  of 
their  catarrh,  as  well  as  theii  sterile  condition;  bnt  the  peculiar  mor- 
bid action  of  the  secretions  upon  the  spermatozoa,  ta  which  in  this 
paper,  I  have  endeavored  to  direct  attention,  is  not,  so  far  as  I  have 
observed,  alluded  to.  Dr.  K.  remarks  that  a  new  cause  of  sterility, 
hitherto  little  attended  to,  may  be  a  destruction  of  ciliary  uterine  epi- 
thelium from  the  too  powerful  application  of  escharotics.  The  direc- 
tion of  the  cilia,  however,  is  from,  and  not  toward  the  uterine  cavity. 
There  can  be  no  doabt  of  the  safety  and  efficacy  of  intra-aterine  in* 
jections  in  Dr.  K.'s  experienced  hands,  and  many  cases  are  cured  by 
it  no  doubt,  which  would  resist  any  other  mode  of  treatment.  Dr.  K. 
looks  upon  uterine  catarrh  as  the  most  frequent  cause  of  sterility  in 
the  female,  having  met  with  it  in  three  hundred  and  forty-two  caaes 
out  of  fonr  hundred  and  eight,  but  without  assigning  any  reason. 

The  womb,  in  the  present  slat«  of  therapeutics,  must  be  looked 
upon  as  a  meek  and  long-suffering  organ,  which  endures  with  wonder- 
fxil  patience  the  rough  handling,  the  burnings,  slashings,  pokings  and 
scrapings  it  receives  at  the  bands  of  the  gynte-atrics.  Still  gentleness 
and  cantion  are  necessary ;  for  it  does  not  alwayt  submit  to  tnem  with- 
out resistance,  remonstrance,  or  reoatcitration. 

If  these  remarks  shall  conduce  to  a  better  study  and  understand- 
iDg  of  the  causes  of  sterility,  and  a  more  successful  treatment  for  its 
removal,  my  object  in  writing  them  will  be  happily  attained.  The  ac- 
tion of  the  vagino-uterine  secretions  upon  the  spcrmatoioa,  will  soon, 
I  have  no  doubt,  become  an  interesting  and  important  specialty,  and  £ 
trust,  will  receive  speedy  and  due  attention. — Medical  Record,  Sept. 
IS,  1869. 
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EDITORIAL  AND  MEDICAL  NEWS. 


The  LifE  of  a  true  phyaicmn  ia  that  of  a  student.  To  keep  pace 
with  the  vooderfnl  progreea  of  Medicine,  both  as  science  and  art,  in 
these  modern  days,  requires  both  a  dtsoiplined  and  iuduBtriouB  mind. 
Nor  is  it  suffioieut  merely  to  be  a  receptacle  of  the  treasures  of  other 
minds — to  possess  information,  hoitever  large;  these  treasures  mast 
be  digeetfid  and  assimilated,  in  order  that  such  kaovledge  may  be- 
come a  power  for  the  great  end  of  the  physician's  life — the  curt  of 
di»eate.  Some  fail  in  the  acquisition  of  knowledge ;  they  neglect  study 
of  books  and  jonrnals,  and  their  libraries  remain  meagre  as  they 
were  ten,  twenty  or  thirty  years  ago  when  they  first  received  or  as- 
sumed the  title  of  doctors,  while  in  practice  they  are  dull  rontJoiHte, 
and  the  activity  of  their  minds  is  expended  in  cuDning  devices  to  get 
patients,  in  courting  popular  favor,  all  things  to  all  men,  shaking 
hands  with  Tom,  Dick  and  Hairy,  like  some  petty  aspirant  for  a  con- 
Btableship,  in  sharp  trades  or  in  the  debasing  pursuits  of  local  politics. 
Let  such  men  reconcile  this  conduct  with  the  high  reBponsibilities  of 
their  vocation  and  with  their  best  usefulness  and  happiness  as  they 
can. 

There  are  still  others  who,  while  diligent  in  the  acqutwUon  of  that 
knowledge  with  which  the  press  teems,  do  not  properly  weigh,  compare, 
discriminate  and  judge — have  simply  information,  which  they  use  in 
n  hap-haiard,  hit-or-miss  sort  of  a  way.  The  physician  ought  to  be  a 
mminatittff  animal.  Many  an  hour  of  lonely  riding,  many  an  hour  of 
weary  watching  in  the  home  of  a  tedious  but  healthy  parturient,  could 
bring  rich  profit  to  a  mind  stored  with  knowledge  f^m  various  authors — 
that  observes  where  views  harmonize,  where  they  differ — discrimiDates 
between  the  true  and  false,  and,  finally,  by  a  process  of  mental  eompo- 
tition,  builds  up  as  complete  a  structure  aa  possible  of  some  particular 
disease  and  its  therapeutics;  and  the  hours  thus  occupied  would  be 
rescued,  many  a  time,  from  absolute  loss,  aud  sometimes  even  from 
worse  than  losa,  for  there  are  thoughts,  dreamy  and  nnsnbetaotial, 
floating  through  the  idle  mind  that  are  like  the  "drowsy  syrups  of 
the  East,"  and  "medicine"  it  to  passionless  and  powerless  slumber. 
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wbile  other  thongfats  aaj  deboM  And  degrade,  cormpt  aud  kill  the 
moral  nature. 

The  complete  man,  the  phyaioian  of  symmetrical  mental  develop- 
ment, will  not  only  acquire  but  appropriate — will  not  only  read  and  ob- 
serve, but  also  reflect.     Reflection  will  fimotify  aoqaisition. 

There  is  one  department  of  professioirsl  knowledge  which  almost 
sU  phyeicians  too  much  neglect.  In  the  richness  of  the  present  we 
are  all  prone  to  neglect  the  treasnreB  of  the  past.  We  remember  ■ 
sentence  ttXim  Cicero,  fonnd  in  one  of  Dr.  Tilt's  volumes,  which  is 
pregnant  with  force:  NeKtre  quod  atiUquam  nalnt  tuet  factum  tit,  id 
temper  es»e  puer.  Without  enlarging  upon  this  topic,  we  wieb,  in  con- 
cluding, to  enforce  it  by  a  qnotation  from  Charles  Bell's  History  of 
Surgery,  a.  quotation  which  we  find  appositely  introduced  in  an  Intro- 
ductory Address  recently  delivered  by  Mr.  Sampson  Gamgee,  at  the 
Queen's  Hospital  School,  Birmingham:  "We  learn  that  art  improves 
slowly,  and  by  degrees  scarcely  perceptible  in  an  age,  and  that  what 
one  man  is  able  to  do  or  accomplish  is  as  nothing  when  compared 
with  that  accumulated  knowledge  which  has  descended  from  our  pre- 
decessors. It  is  not  merely  in  diminishing  the  resources  of  profess- 
ional skill  that  this  disregard  of  Mady  is  to  he  deplored.  The  ne- 
glect of  the  literature  of  the  profession  deprives  the  student  of  all  en- 
thusiasm and  love  for  It;  he  is  brought  up  defioieut  in  liberal  views, 
and  is  taught  to  overrate  the  importance  of  the  person  ander  whom 
he  has  been  educated,  and  to  content  himself  to  walk  in  the  trammels 
of  his  particular  practice.  Those  who  are  ignorant  of  the  history  of 
the  art,  and  aoi  aware  of  the  observations  and  discoveries  of  the  great 
men  who  have  preceded  them,  are  in  continuous  danger,  in  striving 
after  new  inveutions,  of  only  restoring  what  has  been  discovered,  tried 
and  rejected  before  their  time." 

The  Doctoes  of  Hekat,  in  AFOHANtSTAN. — General  Ferrier  says 
as  in  their  eyes  every  European  is  a  doctor,  their  conversation  never 
ceased  rnnning  on  the  healing  art,  of  which  they  considered  them- 
selves distinguished  professors.  They  often  brought  with  them  their 
drugs,  in  order  that  I  might  tell  them  how  to  use  some  chemicals 
which  they  had  received  from  India.  They  gave  these  chemicals  in 
progressive  doses,  in  all  obstinate  cases,  untJI  tney  found  out  the  right 
dose,  and  in  what  disease  to  use  them.  Finally,  one  of  them,  Mirsa 
Aeka,  pulled  a  bottle  of  cyanuret  of  mercury  from  his  pocket,  and 
requested  to  know  what  devil  of  a  salt  that  could  be.  "  It  has  been 
of  little  or  no  use  to  me,"  he  added,  "for  of  over  one  hundred  pa- 
tients that  I  have  given  it  to,  all  died  but  one." — Ctravau  Jour  n^* 
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Dk.  N.  Pinb»kt,  one  of  the  Aeiagatea  to  the  British  Hedual 
ABHOciation  from  the  AmerieBn,  nnd  also  a  repreeentatiTe  of  the  Med- 
ical Departmetit  of  the  Navy,  was,  like  oar  friend,  Dr.  Hibberd,  a  few 
days  too  late  in  hie  arrival  at  Leeds  for  the  meeUng.  He  addieBseds 
letter  to  Br.  Chadwick,  the  Presideat  of  the  British  Association,  ex- 
pressing his  regret  at  the  ntistaks  as  to  time,  full  of  fraternal  feeling, 
eulogistio  of  some  famons  names  in  our  own  country  and  in  Great 
Britain,  and  not  lacking  in  rhetorical  flights  eminently  oharacteristic 
of  the  author:  the  letter  is  too  long  for  ns  to  republish.  Dr.  Chad- 
wick writes  the  following  handsome  letter  in  reply: 

IiEEDB,  Adgdbt  S,  18S9. 

"Mt  Deak  Sia:  I  hasten  to  acknowledge  the  rooeipt  of  your  very  intenat- 
ing  letter,  and,  on  behalf  of  the  AssodatioD,  over  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
prcaide,  expreas  to  jon  our  regret  that,  by  an  accident,  yoD  shoald  have  anired 
too  late,  ezactlj  to  fulfill  your  impoitant  miuion. 

"That  nich  a  missioo  wa«  about  to  honor  na  va^  in  some  fraj  or  other, 
known  to  oar  recent  meeting,  and  its  artival  was  antidpated  with  lively  satiafu- 
tlou. 

"Had  you  been  present,  yon  Jwonld  have  found  that  the  signal  and  imez- 
pected  honor  conferred  on  our  Association  by  the  graceful  recognition  of  the 
United  States  Government,  of  which  yon  were  the  bearer,  would  have  hem  dnly 
estimated;  and,  in  the  cordiality  of  jour  own  perKoal  reception,  70U  would 
have  discovered  bow  tborongbly  we  in  England  reciprocate  those  sentimoits  nl 
{Mtriotism  and  good  will,  to  which  yon  so  eioqently  give  utterance.  Tou  would 
likewise  have  found  that  your  numerous  pioneers,  in  the  improvement  of  med- 
ical sdence  and  art,  are  well  known  her^  and  their  labors  duly  estimated.  I 
abstain  from  naming  them  indlvidnally — even  that  of  our  iUastrioDs  visitor  to 
the  Oif<>rd  meeting,  whose  presence  there  gave  additional  briUianty  to  that 
altogether  remarkable  gathering— lest  I  should,  bj  unintentional  (Hnisdon,  do 
iqjustice  to  mat^  athen  equally  deserring  mention,  hundreds  of  whom  adon 
the  American  profession.  Had  yon  sjrived  in  I^eeds  in  time  for  the  meeting 
you  would  have  discovered  that,  whether  on  this  or  on  that  ride  of  the  Atlantk, 
or  In  any  other  country,  the  ardent  cultivator  of  medical  science  is,  without  tnvy 
and  without  jealousy,  duly  btmored  by  ns,  and  that  the  only  war&re  we  reoog- 
nize  BB  justifiable  between  our  kindred  races  is  that  bloodless  encounter,  the  result 
of  which  secures  the  advancement  of  our  common  profesrion,  and  the  more  p«r< 
feet  alleviadon  of  the  ilia  of  suSeriug  humauity, 

"  I  ahall  not  &U  to  inform,  tbroogb  the  medium  of  our  JoiBwal,  not  only  the  five 
hundred  members  who  were  preMnt  at  the  Leeds  meeting,  but  our  four  tbooMnd 
Associates,  and  through  them  the  entire  profnuon  of  Great  Britain,  of  the  honor 
done  them  by  the  Govemmeut  of  the  United  States,  and  by  the  Frerident  of 
the  American  Association. 

"It  is  fully  intended  that  deli«al«e  shall  attend,  on  our  behalf,  the  nut 
meeting  of  jour  Anodatiou  in  America.    They  will  be  charged  to  acknowledfe, 
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M  ojiportiuiitf  may  tent,  the  oondcaoeiuioD  of  Um  United  BMta  GoTammcnt, 
and  tlie  ooidial  good  will  of  th«  Ameriam  praftHioii,  u  evidmoed  in  joarmia^ 
rion  here;  and  thef  will  likeiriM  expitm  otu  entire  itfinpathj  in  thoM Miitl' 
meutB  of  which  joa  have  prored  jrotmelf  eoableuiexpoiMat;  and  thna,  bj  the 
inletchauge  of  thcM  klndljr  conrteeiea^  we  shall  draw  dooer  thoee  bondi  of  smitj 
and  good  fbeling  which  ahoold  erer  animate  the  members  of  ».  common  calling. 

"  I  hare  the  honor  to  remain,  joor  Ter^  fiUthfbl  and  obedient  serranl, 

"CHABLn  Chadwice. 

"To  Ninian  Pinknej,  £aq.,  Surgeon  United  Btatce  Navy,  etc" 

BzDronoH  or  Diblooationb  bt  HAmpuLATiON. — Tbe  following 
extract  from  the  Addrea  tn  Surgery,  Britigh  Medical  Aesociation,  by 
Hr.  HuDDelef ,  will  b«  read  with  intcreat,  espeoially  by  thoBe  meinben 
of  the  Indiana  Stftt«  Medical  Society  who  heard  at  its  laat  meeting  the 
disonsBion  upon  rednetion  of  dislooation  of  the  head  of  the  femvr,  and 
they  will  remember  a  most  absurd  implied  statement  made  by  one  of 
the  speakers,  whioh  here  meets  with  its  contradiotiou : 

"In  the  whole  round  of  mrgerf,  I  know  of  nothing  more  perfect  than  the 
redncdon  of  a  dialocated  limb  by  manipulation,  ai  it  hai  been  not  inaptly  called. 
To  those  who  have  only  seen  a  dislocated  hip,  for  instance,  replaced  by  the 
common  method  of  extension  and  coonter-extenilon  with  pnUeys,  and  for  the 
first  time  witneas  a  few  painless  and  compata^Tcly  gentle  movements  made  with 
the  dislocated  thigh  by  the  nuanisted  anrgecai,  the  process  veiy  likely  not  occu> 
l^ng  a  minute,  and  find  the  limb  restored  to  its  normal  condition,  the  pro- 
ceeding mnst  appear  almost  like  magic.  To  Br.  Beed,  of  Rochester,  U.  S.,  we 
are,  I  believe,  indebted  fbr  first  directing  attention  to  this  plan,  which  he  pointed 
act  as  applicable  to  two  of  the  four  varietiea  of  hipjoint  diilocadon.  The  method 
is,  however,  capable  of  a  fiur  more  extended  application  than  Dr.  Beed  ap- 
pears to  have  been  aware  ot  In  our  Infirmary,  we  have  reduced  not  only  every 
fbim  of  dialoeation  the  hip  is  liable  to,  but  those  of  the  shoulder  aba.  I  have 
practiced  it  in  a  man  seventy-three  yean  old,  and  I  have  asusted  my  oolleago^ 
Mr.  T.  P.  Teale,  to  do  so  in  a  child  of  only  two  years.  My  own  cases  of  ntccws 
nomber  npwards  ot  twenty,  and  each  of  my  oolleagnes  Has  had  severaL  Many 
CBaea  have  been  reported  by  Mr.  Birkett  in  Ghiy's ;  Mr.  Hutchinson  ia  the  Lon- 
don Hospital ;  and  by  other  surgeons  in  hospital  and  private  practice,  so  that 
the  general  valne  of  the  method  may  be  regarded  as  &irly  established.  I  may 
mention  that  its  snccessfiil  performance  mainly  depends  npon  attention  to  two 
things— 1,  our  anatomical  knowledge,  enabling  us  to  place  the  bones  and  muscles 
in  the  most  advantageous  position ;  and,  2,  on  bringing  the  muscles  into  a  proper 
condition,  in  which  they  shall  have  neither  too  much  nor  too  little  power  of  ac- 
tion, for  ekher  state  will  prevent  succees.  If  their  action  be  too  great,  their  re- 
eiatauce  can  not  be  overcome;  on  the  other  hand,  if  it  be  entirely  sospended,  the 
head  of  the  bone  will  not  be  drawn  into  or  maintained  in  its  natural  cmvity. 
Hence  the  an«8thetie  should  only  be  carried  fiu  enough  to  suspend  volition  aM^^> 
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^umodic  action,  lekTing  (onie  little  poirer  of  peroeption  and  c<HitTaot)ak 
Whea  in  tlua  •enu-iMWiiTe  condition,  Um  limb  ahould  be  firml;  seized,  p«t  ialB 
gentle  roUu;  motion  in  iuch  ft  directioo  aa  oar  knowledge  of  the  attacbiaefiif 
its  musclet  tella  ub,  when  they  act,  irill  cause  them  to  draw  the  head  of  the  Iwat 
toward*  its  aocket,  and  then,  hj  ■  Hidden  and  more  forcible  action,  th^  m 
roused  into  quick  contraction,  bj  which  the  bone  ie  patil;  pulled  into  its  aodrt. 
To  ererj  dislocation  of  the  ball  and  socket-joints,  this  dmple  method  is  spplio- 
ble;  to  the  hinge-joints,  it  is  not  equally  so." 

Spina  Bifida;  Injection  of  Iodine ^  Bkcotert. — The  role  u 
that  those  cases  die.  AI.  Bouz,  of  Meiimieux  (Frauce),  has  recentlj 
publiehed  io  the  Bulletin  de  TjUrapeuU^e  the  caee  of  a  girl  six  weeu 
old,,  presenting  this  deformity.  Tne  tumor  hung  from  the  cxtremi^ 
of  tfie  sacram  to  the  lower  third  of  both  thighs.  The  author  first 
made  an  exploratory  puncture,  and  remoTed  about  an  ounce  of  limpid 
flaid.  He  tried,  then,  the  follomng  plan :  Ad  aesietant  was  desired  to 
hold  the  tumor  in  such  a  manner  as  to  occlude  the  opening  into  the 
spinal  canal ;  the  operator  then  iujectod  an  ounce  of  the  following  solu- 
tion; Distilled  water,  eleven  drachms;  tincture  of  iodine,  three 
draobms  and  iodide  of  potasaium,  one  hundred  and  eighty  grains. 
The  liquid  was  left  five  minutes  in  the  aao,  the  latter  being  Icoeaded 
with  the  hand  of  the  operator.  The  solution  was  then  withdrawn  to 
the  last  drop  by  the  exhausting  agency  of  the  syringe.  This  proceed- 
ing suooeeded  so  well  that,  in  a  fortnight,  there  was  only  a  hard  nu- 
cleus left,  no  larger  than  a  walnut.  M.  Bouz  attributes  his  sncceas 
to  the  occlusion  of  the  oanal,  and  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  very  last 
drop  of  the  injected  fluid. — Medical  PrtM  and  Circular. 

Da.  Khatis,  the  Editor  of  the  Allgemein  Wiener  Medinni»ehe  Zei- 
tuna,  against  whom  an  action  was  brought  a  short  time  ago  by  Dr.  Bill- 
Totn,  for  having  erroneously  attributed  to  him  (Dr.  Billroth)  the  leav- 
iBg  of  a  piece  of  sponge  in  the  abdomen  of  a  patient  after  ovariotoay, 
has  been  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  one  hundred  florins,  or  to  nndwgo 
twenty  days'  imprisonment,  with  costs. — Britith  Medical  JommaL 

Tbeatmbnt  of  Haliokant  PneTDLK. — Dr.  Caspar  of  Stasslud 
asserts,  in  the  Dentxhe  Klinik,  that  he  has  treated  several  bandrsd 
cases  of  malignant  pustule  suocessftilly  by  strong  solution  of  ammonia; 
and  that  all  the  patients  recovered  except  one — a  pregnant  woman, 
whose  stomach  rejected  everything.  The  dose  for  children  was  one, 
two,  or  three  drops;  aud  for  adults  four  drops,  given  every  hoar,  day 
and  night,  in  sweetened  barley-wat«r.  The  treatment,  he  aays,  most 
be  continued  until  the  inflammation  ceases  to  spread  round  the  pus- 
tule. The  local  application  of  solution  of  chlorine  is  of  little  or  no 
value. — British  Medical  Journal. 

The  AN.ffiSTHETic  Actios  of  Chloral. — At  the  first  meeting  of 
the  Physiological  Section  of  the  British  Association  in  Exeter,  Dr. 
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Richardson  was  requested  b;  the  President,  Mr.  Bosk,  to  undertake 
the  investigation  of  oblonl,  proposed  as  an  annathetie  b;  Dr.  Oscar 
Liebreich,  of  Berlin,  during  tLe  present  jear.  Ab  important  series  at 
experiments  upon  antmaJs  and  birds  was  acoardingly  carried  out  ini 
the  laboratory  of  tbo  Devon  and  £xeter  Hospital,  by  Dr.  Bichardson, 
with  the  able  assiatanoe  of  Dr.  Shapter,  Dr.  Eelburn  King  of  Hull, 
and  the  house-surgeon  and  pupils  of  the  hospital.  ChloTftl  waa  dis- 
covered by  Liebig,  in  1832,  and  afterwards  was  investigated  by  Dumas. 
It  is  made  by  acting  on  alcohol  with  dry  chlorine  ^as.  It  is  a  color- 
less volatile  liquid,  of  speoiSo  gravity  1.502;  and  boils  at  two  hundred 
and  two  deg.  Fahrenheit.  Its  vapor  has  a  pungent  odor.  When 
ohoial  comes  into  contact  with  water  it  turns  into  a  white  crystalliue 
solid  substance — hydrate  of  chloral — which  ia  the  substance  Dr.  Rich- 
bardson  subjected  to  experiment.  When  this  anbstancc  ia  treated  with 
an  alkali,  it  is  decomposed  into  cbloroform  and  into  foTmiat«  of  the 
base.  Liebreich  speculated  that,  if  the  hydrate  of  chloral  were  in- 
troduced into  a  living  body,  chloroform  would  be  gradually  libera- 
ted under  the  influenec  of  the  alkali  of  the  blood,  and  that  sleep  would 
follow  as  from  chloroform,  but  for  a  longer  time.  Liebreich  made 
many  experiments  in  regard  to  this,  putting  animals  and  even  human 
beings  to  sleep  for  long  periods :  in  one  case  a  dose  at  forty-five  grains 
produced  sleep  in  a  man  for  sixteen  hours.  Dr.  Richardson,  m  his 
researches,  first  tested  whether  chloroform  is  given  off  when  the  hv- 
drate  of  chloral  is  mixed  with  blood,  and  proved  it  was  so  by  distill- 
ing over  the  1i1>erated  chloroform  from  the  blood.  He  next  made  a 
standard  solution,  whioh  consisted  of  one  part  of  chloral  to  two  of 
water.  Afterwards  he  put  Leibreich'a  experiments  to  the  teat,  and 
then  made  his  own  series  of  special  inveatigatione.  The  results  of  his 
reaearchea  were,  that  chloral  waa  decompoaed  in  the  living  body,  as  Lie- 
breich affirms.  It  givea  off  chloroform,  and  it  forms  a  formiate  of 
soda  with  the  blood.  The  chloroform  thus  liberated  nrodnccs  sleep, 
which  is  in  every  sense  the  same  as  the  sleep  from  chloroform  itself. 
The  substance  can  be  given  either  by  the  mouth  or  by  anbcutAneoua 
injection.  Two  parts  of  hydrate  of  chloral  are  equivalent  in  physio- 
logical value  to  seven  of  chloroform ;  the  sleep  it  produces  may  bo 
made  to  extend  over  four  and  even  five  hoars;  but  vomiting  ia  fre- 
quently produced  previously  to  sleep,  and  there  ia  only  a  brief  period 
of  aotna]  insensibility,  the  body  being,  if  anything,  hypersensitive  to 
touch  and  pain,  even  during  the  stupor.  With  great  care  in  regula- 
ting the  dose,  recovery  may  be  pretty  certainly  insured,  but  death  is 
very  liable  to  be  induced  by  slight  excess  of  the  quantity  adminis- 
tered. Death  takes  place  by  the  continuation  of  sleep  with  rapidly 
falling  temperature  of  body.  Having  discovered  the  physiologioM 
Talue  of  hydrate  of  chloral  in  comparison  with  the  like  application  of 
pure  chloroform.  Dr.  Richardson  next  investigated  the  relative  dangers 
and  advantages  of  these  two  auiesthetio  agente.  He  f^irther  compared 
the  hydrate  of  chloral  with  bychloride  of  methylene,  tetrachloride  of 
carbon,  and  chloride  of  amyl,  and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  all  the 
effects  of  the  hydrate  of  chloral  could  be  obtained  by  those  other 
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i^nti  Biroplj,  and  irith  greater  safety.  While,  therefore,  he  recog- 
nised that  Liebreieh  has  brought  out  a  rerj  Taloable  physiologic 
truth — that  the  animal  body  ib  capable  of  decomposing  some  cbemietl 
oomponnds,  and  that  the  symptoms  in  the  animal  may  be  due  to  tbt 
formation  of  secondary  products — he  did  not  think  that  the  hydrat* 
of  chloral  wonld  practically  snpersede  opiam,  chloroform,  and  similar 
narcotiiing  agente  now  in  medical  nse.  On  the  contrary,  he  beliend 
that  the  decomposition  of  blood  which  it  indnoes  by  the  formadon  at 
formiate  of  sodia  is  detrimental. — Brititk  Medical  Journal. 

HmRATE  OF  CaLORAL. — Dr.  J.  W.  Ogls  has  been  giving  a  trial  to 
this  new  remedy  in  several  cases.  It  has  proved  most  useful  and  lat- 
isfactory  in  its  action  as  a  hypnotic  in  small  doses — viz.,  doses  varyiiig 
from  five  to  ten  grains.  In  a  slight  attack  of  delirium  tremens,  twen^ 
grains  acted  very  sufficiently  and  well  in  procuring  sleep.  In  ona 
ease  only  did  any  nn pleasantness  attend  its  administration,  and  that 
was  when  peculiar  sensations  about  the  head  were  complaineed  of  bj 
a  woman  snfferine  from  chronic  peritonitis,  who  took  five  grains.  (A 
the  following  night  four  grains  were  given  along  with  a  few  drops  of 
chloric  ether,  and  no  snch  unpleasant  resalts  followed. — Lancet,  Ot- 

oho-  lech. 

ExPEBiHENTa  OS  THE  PAMoBEATto  JuiOB. — In  the  Academy  of 
Sciences  of  Paris  M.  Chauvin  and  M.  Horat  have  recently  read  a  papar 
"On  the  Pancreatic  Juice,"  and  the  conclusions  at  which  they  have 
arrived  are — first,  that  the  general  results  of  their  ezperimente  on 
artificial  digestion  with  this  fiuid  agree  with  those  made  by  older 
experimenters,  from  Eberle  to  Ctande  Bernard.  Secondly,  that  in  Buch 
experiments  with  artificial  digestion  the  action  of  the  pancreatic  jniea 
U  not  checked  by  the  presence  of  gastric  juice,  nor  by  hydrochloric 
aotd  considerably  dilated  with  water.  Thirdly,  that  at  ordinary  tern- 
peratures,  and  in  inert  vessels,  the  juice  does  not  act  so  energetically 
aa  when  maintained  at  the  temperature  of  the  body,  and  under  tu 
infineoce  of  the  movements  of  the  digesUve  fluid.  Fourthly,  in  the 
digestion  that  ordinarily  takes  place  in  the  stomach — and  this  is  a  cap- 
ital point — the  pancreatic  juice  preserves  its  energies  intact,  notwita- 
standing  the  presence  of  the  gastric  juice,  and  may  initiate  in  the  in- 
terior of  the  stomach  a  complete  digastion  of  the  three  species  of  ali- 
mentary Hubstauces.  And,  lastly,  they  state  that  in  a  clinical  point 
of  view  they  have  obtained  remarkable  results  with  the  aid  of  pan- 
creatic juice  and  extract. — Lancet,  October  16th. 

MAEitizD — Wednesday  evening,  October  13th,  1869,  at  the  resi- 
dence ;of  W.  P.  Hill,  Knightatown,  Indiana,  by  the  Rev.  S.  B.  W. 
Shryock,  J.  H.  Stuart,  M.  D.,  of  Spiceland,  Indiana,  to  Annie  BL 
Lynch,  of  the  former  place. 
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Tbni  t(  «[1l  be  iMn  that  It  man  liu  pusioni  which  InpFl  him  to  lbs  dHtrncKan  of  dihi, 
IS  t«  tbo  only  ■nlmiil  wbo,  daplglng  hli  Dslnrnl  mung  at  attack  and  daftnn,  hai  dailaad  d( 
uani  of  ilutrnctlon,  h«  ii  alio  tlic  udI;  anlnul  who  bu  ths  dsrtn,  or  lbs  power,  lo  nU«T<  tl 
affeHngi  of  big  fellox  cltligni,  aad  in  irhou  the  co-oiiiUnco  ot  naKD  and  bcnsTolsnu  allei 
.  mcnl  a*  mil  ai  an  InteltKIual  superior! IT.—QiJiTn'  Clihicxl  UniiciHi. 
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SOME  OBSERVATIONS  IN  RELATION  TO  CASES  OF  FEVER 
IN  RICHMOND,  INDIANA,  DURING  THE  MONTHS  OF 
SEPTEMBER  AND  OCTOBER,  1869. 

BY  J.  R.  WEIBT,  U.  D.,  RIOHHOKD,  INDIANA. 

(Road  bcfbrs  ihe  Union  Dlitrlct  Hedkal  AaHKlatlon,  at  Raabtllls,  IniDaaa,  October  28.  isn.) 

During  the  past  tvo  months  quite  a  number  of  caaes  of  febrile 
disease  have  fallen  ander  my  notice,  that  have  presented  some  features 
not  usually  met  wltb  in  the  fevers  prevailing  in  this  localitjr  in  the 
autumoat  season,  at  least  not  so  far  as  my  personal  observation  ex- 
tends; and  it  seems  to  mo  to  be  vorth  while  to  make  some  record  of 
them,  both  for  the  purpose  of  present  comment  and  future  compari- 

Tbe  peculiarities  adverted  to  have  been  noticed  in  the  manner  of 
invasioD,  the  symptoms  presented  during  the  progress,  and  in  the 
dnratdon  of  the  disease. 

Except  that  the  first  well  marked  evidence  of  disease  was  the 
oocarreDce  of  a  ohiti  of  variable  duration,  these  cases  presented  no 
uniformity  in  the  method  of  invasion ;  the  occurrence  of  the  chill  in. 
some  cases  being  preceded  for  days  and  even  weeks  by  a  feeling  of 
indisposition,  with  a  loss  of  appetite  and  strength,  while  in  others  the 
chill  was  the  first  evidenue  of  impeoding  disease.  The  ocoumno* 
of  this  paroxysm  was  not  limited  to  any  particular  portion  oC  Ute 
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twentj-Four  hours — sometimes  comiog  on  in  the  aight.  This 
of  the  paroxjBm  in  the  night  was  one  of  the  first  features  that  directed 
atteDtion  to  the  disease  as  differing  from  the  ordinary  cases  of  inter- 
mittent and  remittent  ferers,  as  in  these  paroysms  very  seldom  occur 
in  the  night.  Another  marked  feature  in  many  of  these  cases,  in  tbin 
stage  of  the  disesBe,  was  the  intense  pain  complained  of  by  the  pa- 
tient. This  was  most  frequently  in  the  back  of  the  head,  neck  and 
shoulders — not  unfrequeutly,  however,  it  existed  elsewhere,  and  espe- 
cially in  the  limbs.  Very  often  in  connection  with  the  pain  in  the 
head,  neck  and  shoulders,  tcndernees  and  Btifi'ness  of  these  parts  wii' 
complained  of. 

In  some  of  the  cases  sore  throat  was  complained  of,  either  in  th« 
beginning  or  soon  afterward.  In  these  cases  traces  of  iofiammation 
and  enlargement  of  the  tonsils  were  seen  on  examination,  and  in  ■ 
imall  number  the  tonsils  were  seen  to  be  dotted  with  small  patches  of 
what  appeared  to  be  diphtheritic  deposit. 

Id  addition  to  the  special  features  mentioned  as  belonging  to  the 
period  of  invasion,  the  ohill  presented  the  ordinary  characteristics  or 
the  intermittent  type  of  fever.  Febrile  reaction  of  variable  intensity 
and  duration  followed  the  chill,  which  in  some  of  the  cases,  in  time, 
gave  place  to  a  sweating  stage  and  a  more  or  less  complete  intermis- 
sion. In  some  cases  these  distinct  parozyems,  so  closely  resembliog 
those  of  intermittent  fever,  as  early  in  my  experience  to  be  mistaken 
for  Ihoee  of  that  disease,  occurred  for  several  days,  before  giving  place 
to  a  series  of  phenomena  more  nearly  resembling  those  seen  in  caeer 
of  remittent  fever,  while  in  others  the  romittent  type  was  assumed  in 
the  outset  of  the  disease. 

In  addition  to  the  throat  trouble  that  I  have  mentioned  as  belong- 
ing to  some  of  the  eases  in  the  earlier  stage,  other  irregnlar  manifesta- 
tions were  observed.  Slight  hemorrhage  from  the  nose  was  common. 
In  some  patients  an  eruption  on  the  skin,  having  some  resemblance  to 
roseola  or  scarlet-rash,  was  seen.  Marked  evidence  of  disturbance  of 
the  nervous  system  existed  in  most  cases ;  this  consisted  in  disorder 
of  the  mental  faculties,  and  a  disturbance  of  sensation  and  motion: 
bypersBstfaeeia  of  the  skin  sometiiuea  being  present,  while  at  other 
times  it  was  in  a  state  of  partial  annsthesia ;  temporary  partial  paralyn" 
of  the  extremities  existed  in  a  few  cases. 

The  skin  was  in  a  number  of  cases  slightly  jaundiced.  The  t«ng«t 
in  the  beginning  was  usually  but  slightly  furred ;  the  coating,  however, 
gndnally  increased  in  thickness,  aasuming  aucoeninly  a  yellowish 
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brownish,  and  in  the  worst  cases,  almost  a  black  color.  A  ten- 
dency to  dryness  of  tbe  tongue  showed  itself  early  in  the  disease — 
the  dryness  nearly  always  being  muob  more  marked  daring  the  night, 
and  this  almost  irrespective  of  tbe  period  of  greatest  febrile  reaction, 
very  often  during  tbe  second  week  of  the  disease  the  tongue  became 
less  dry  and  cleared  itself  of  its  coating,  assuming  thus  in  the  more 
marked  cases,  the  glossy,  varnished  appearance  not  uncommonly  met 
ffith  in  different  kinds  of  fever,  to  soon  become  as  dry  and  rough  as 
before. 

Tbe  pulse  was  increased  in  frequency  even  in  the  intermissions,  in 
those  cases  in  which  the  apyrexia  was  most  marked,  it  seldom,  during 
this  period,  falling  below  ninety,  going  up  from  this  number  to  one 
hundred  and  twenty  or  one  hundred  and  thirty,  during  the  access  of 
fever.  After  having  had  some  experience  with  the  disease,  this  fre- 
quency of  the  pulse  in  the  absence  of  fever,  enabled  me  to  make  oat 
a  correct  diagnosis  early  in  the  disease,  even  in  those  cases  in  which 
tbe  intermittent  type  was  most  developed.  Nausea  and  vomiting  were 
occasionally  present,  but  did  not  constitute  marked  features  of  the  dis- 
ease. In  the  commencement  tbe  bowels,  if  disturbed,  generally  in- 
clined to  constipation,  while  in  tbe  majority  of  cases  a  tendency  to 
diarrhoea  manifested  iteelf  at  some  period  of  the  disease.  This,  ac- 
cording to  my  observation,  was  easily  controlled.  The  tendency  to 
diarrhoea  and  the  susceptibility  to  the  action  of  cathartic  medicines 
were  much  less  than  I  have  usually  met  with  in  typhoid  fever.  Jn 
none  of  my  cases  did  hemorrhage  of  the  bowels  occur.  Slight  tympa- 
nites and  iliac  tenderness  were  almost  invariably  present. 

,  When  tbe  cases  were  intermittent  in  the  beginning,  they  soon  lost 
this  feature,  becoming  more  nearly  of  a  remittent  character.  A 
marked  pecaliarity  was  shown  in  the  irregularity  as  to  time  of  the 
remissionB  and  exacerbations,  these  varying  from  day  to  day,  most 
commonly,  however,  the  greatest  access  of  fever  occurred  at  night. 
In  this  respect  those  cases  offer  a  strong  contrast  to  eases  of  ordinary 
remittent  fever,  as  in  the  latter  the  remission  usually  occurs  at  night. 
In  most  of  the  cases  the  remissions  continued  to  take  place  at 
irregular  intervals  throughout  tbe  disease;  yet  in  a  certain  number 
the  fever  gradually  assumed  very  nearly  the  continued  form. 

In  the  temperature  of  tbe  body  considerable  variaUoa  was  noticed. 
In  none  of  the  cases,  however,  did  it  become  very  high.  In  a  few  of 
the  later  eases  the  degree  of  heat  was  positively  determined  by  means 
of  the  thermometer  in  the  axiUa;  in  these  the  tempentare  ranged 
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from  nincty-Biz  deg.,  in  tbe  cold  atage,  to  one  hundred  and  three 
deg.  during  the  greatest  febrile  exeitemcnt.  In  the  msjority  of  ewes 
the  range  of  temperature  was,  I  believe,  limited  to  about  four  deg., 
nhile,  as  a  general  tulc,  the  highest  degree  of  temperature  was  at- 
tained in  the  evening,  and  the  lowest  in  tbc  mornioj:; — frequent  excep- 
tions were  noticed.  In  three  of  the  best  marked  cases,  during  the 
first  week  tbe  lowest  temperature  iras  reached  between  midnight  and 
three  a.  M.,  and  the  highest  between  six  and  nine  A.  s..,  and  during  the 
second  week,  the  lowest  between  sis  and  ten  a.  m,,  and  the  highest  bc- 
ttreen  eix  and  twelve  F.  M.  Yet  it  is  not  to  be  understood  that  these 
extremes  of  heat  and  cold  occurred  with  regularity  between  these 
periods,  during  the  times  mentioned;  for  they  did  not.  Indeed,  dur- 
ing both  weeks  there  was  extreme  irregularity  in  this  respect — the 
times  given  representing  only  those  at  which  the  extremes  of  tempera- 
ture were  noticed.  Another  feature  somewhat  out  of  the  usual  course, 
was  the  occurrence,  often,  of  two  and  sometimes  of  three  well-marked 
exacerbations  in  the  twenty-four  hours. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  first  week,  and  the  whole  of  the  sec- 
ond, profuse  Bwetting  often  took  place — it  coming  on  during  the  de- 
cline of  tbe  febrile  stage,  and  sometimes  continuing  for  five  or  six 
hours,  being  thus  extended  not  only  through  the  time  belonging  to  the 
sweating  stage  of  ordinary  intermittents,  but  through  the  intermission 
or  remission,  and  even  into  the  cold  stage ;  and  being  sometimes  more 
profuse  than  I  have  ever  witnessed  in  any  disease. 

In  some  eases,  differing  apparently  but  little  if  any  from  ordinary 
remittent  fever,  after  the  disease  seemed  to  have  almost  yielded  to  the 
usual  remedies,  profuse  sweating  occurred  in  connection  with  extreme 
coldness  of  the  surface — the  cases  afterward  assuming  the  form  and 
running  the  course  of  typho'd  fever. 

The  pain  in  the  neck,  head  and  shoulders  was  ofl«n  extreme.  It 
was  not  rare  for  the  patient  to  complain  of  severe  neuralgic  pain  in 
tbe  extremities.  In  connection  with  the  same  nephalgla,  intolerance 
of  light  sometimes  existed. 

The  "intolerable  headache,"  and  the  "bone-hreaking  pain  in  the 
extremities,"  for  so  they  were  described  by  the  patient — seldom  lasted 
beyond  the  eighth  day. 

The  mental  disturbance  usually  was  not  extreme,  and  made  its  kp- 
pcaranco  during  the  second  week  in  the  form  of  quiet  delirium,  being 
in  i&ost  cases  decidedly  more  marked  daring  the  night  than  dnring 
the  day.  Hallucinations  were  not  uncommon — other  cases  of  irregu- 
lar nervous  action  were  presented.    The  modifications  of  cuUoeoos 
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Bcnaation  hove  alrcadj  bceo  noticed,  as  ircll  as  the  incomplete  motor 
paralysis.  Id  a  portion  of  tbe  eases  insomaia  existed  during  the  first 
and  second  weeks,  while  in  others  the  patient  slept  almost  eontinu- 
ouslj  for  three  or  four  days  aud  uighta.  I  say  slept,  for  the  iuseosi- 
bilty  to  externa]  impressions  seemed  to  be  owing  more  to  sleep  Ihaa  ii 
Remi-coroatosc  state.  These  two  opposite  conditions  were  often  pres- 
ent in  the  same  patient  at  different  periods. 

As  I  have  already  intimated,  the  fever  toward  the  end  of  the  sec- 
ond week  assaued  a  character  more  nearly  akin  to  the  typhoid  than 
the  remittent  type.  In  addition  to  the  symptoms  presented  by  the 
tongue,  pulse  aud  nervous  system,  already  described,  that  are  common 
to  several  forms  of  fever,  others  that  belong  more  especially  to  typhoid 
fever  presented  themselves.  These  were  a  tympanitic  condition  of 
the  abdomen,  tenderness  in  the  iliac  regions,  and  diarrhcea,  or  at  least 
an  increased  susceptibility  to  the  action  ol  cathartic  medicine.  At 
this  stji^e  a  slight  evidence  of  pulmonic  inflammation  was  usually  pres- 
ent. The  characteristic  eruption  of  typhoid  fever  was  observed  iu 
but  one  case. 

All  of  the  cases  recovered — convalescence  becoming  almost  imper- 
perceptibly  established,  and  proceeding  in  a  manner  similar  to  that 
observed  aft«r  cases  of  typhoid  fever. 

The  duration  of  the  disease  varied  from  three  to  five  weeks. 

Another  item  of  some  interest  that  I  omitted  to  mention  in  the 
proper  place  was,  that  although  the  worst  patients  were  evidently 
seriously  sick,  they  retained  their  strength  to  a  surprising  degree. 
Whether  this  was  the  result  of  u  peculiar  feature  of  the  disease,  or  in 
eoDsequeocc  of  the  absence  of  perturbating  treatment,  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  say. 

While  the  disease  here  briefly  described  presents  some  rosemblancc 
to  remittent  typho -malarial,  relapsing,  break-bone  and  typhoid  fever, 
I  think  it  can  not  be  clearly  identified  na  either. 
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(The  first  part  of  Dr.  Kelmer's  paper  is  occupied  chiefly  with  Prof. 
Polli's  and  Dr.  De  Ricei's  investigations,  and  the  recorded  experiencea 
of  several  American  Physicians:   these  observations  are  familiar  to 
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reading  pfayaiciauB,  and  therefore  io  publisbing,  we  omit  all  bnt  the 
Doctor's  own  experience  with  the  agent.) 

In  dyspepsia  its  effioiency  has  been  most  marked,  especially  when 
accompanied  by  flatnlence  and  eructation  —  these  symptoms  beia^ 
the  result,  doubtlcBs,  of  decomposition  and  fermentation  of  foreign 
material  in  the  stomach  itself,  from  one  or  more  causes.  It  may  be 
owin;^  to  deficiency  of  the  gastric  juice,  the  privation  of  some  of 
its  essential  ingredients,  or  to  a  defective  capacity  of  the  circulatory 
or  nervoua  functions  (upon  the  integrity  of  which  the  function  itself 
is  greatly  dependent);  the  contents  of  the  stomach  must  undei^o 
the  decomposition  and  fermentation  which  invariiibly  occur  with  ill 
dead  nttiiDBl  and  all  vegetable  matter,  when  confined  in  vessels  and 
subject  to  the  continued  influences  of  beat  and  moisture.  To  this 
natural  operation  are  due  tbe  generation  of  gases  which  produce  flatu- 
lence, nausea  and  eructation  of  food  so  frequent  in  dyspepsia,  anil 
also  epigastric  pains,  diarrbtsa,  disent^ry,  colic,  hepatic  congestloa  and 
torpor,  so  frequent  from  the  presence  of  foreign  masses  thus  retained 
and  imparting,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  fatal  and  injurious  ingredi- 
ents to  the  blood  by  absorption.  To  arrest  the  process  of  decomposi- 
tion and  fermentation,  I  have  found  in  my  practice  no  means  so  effi- 
cient as  the  sulphite  of  soda.  In  such  cases  it  acts  as  a  direct  and 
powerful  arrestor  and  preventive  of  decomposition  of  the  food,  and 
as  an  illustration  of  its  value,  the  following  cases  (among  others) 
treated  by  the  sulphite  of  soda,  will  speak  for  themselves: 

Thomas  P.,  let.  forty.— Has  been  affected  five  years,  sometime* 
quite  ill,  and  at  other  times  apparently  much  better.  Bowels  inclined 
to  constipation,  but  irregular  in  consequence  of  the  too  free  use  of 
cathartics.  Bowels  seem  quite  sensitive,  and  are  very  susceptible  to 
cathartic  medicines.  Appetite  indifferent ;  tongue  a  tittle  coated,  gray- 
ish upon  the  surface,  a  little  reddened  on  the  sides  and  tip;  skin  rather 
dry;  does  not  sleep  well  at  night;  has  unpleasant  dreams  of  suffoca- 
tion, and  starts  in  bis  sleep. 

Treatmekt — Cinchona  comp.  and  cardamons  with  the  sulphite  of 
soda  in  separate  solutions,  combining  the  two  at  the  time  of  adminis- 
tering. Bathe  the  body  once  per  day  in  a  cold  solution  of  tbe  *nl- 
phite,  and  use  friction  freely.  Reports  ten  days  after  that  he  feel* 
much  improved.  Bowels  regular ;  skin  improved  in  being  more  moi5t ; 
sleep  ii{  better  and  more  refrcBhing.  Continue  the  treatment  for  on* 
month.     His  general  appearance  much  improved — seems  entirely  well- 

In  several  instances  in  which  flatulence  was  a  very  pfomineBt 
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symptom,  one  or  two  dosee  of  the  salt  appear  to  have  immediately 
arreeted  and  removed  it.  In  all  those  canea  of  "  Cardialgia"  where 
there  seemn  to  be  an  uneaBj  Eensation  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  with 
great  heat  and  burning,  sometimes  amounting  to  actual  pain,  and 
which  frequently  extends  up  into  the  throat,  with  difficult  breathing, 
vomiting,  coldne.is  of  the  extremities,  and  great  restlessness  and  anx- 
iety accompanying  it.  And  in  pyrois  it  acts  like  a  charm,  taken  after 
each  meal.  The  sulphite  of  soda  owes  its  virtues  to  the  fact  that  it  is 
decomposed  by  almost  any  vegetable  acid,  or  by  the  hydrochloric  acid 
of  the  stomach,  and  that  this  decomposition  liberates  sulphurous  acid, 
which  has  great  power  to  prevent  alcoholic  or  acetous  fermentation. 

Its  value  iu  erysipelas  I  have  had  the  gratification  of  testing  in  sev- 
eral cases.  In  one  case  in  particular,  I  was  most  agreeably  suprised 
at  its  effects. 

The  patient,  a  man  aged  thirty — the  disease  had  attacked  his  right 
hand  and  arm,  extending  almost  to  the  shoulder.  The  hand  and  arm 
were  enormously  swollen,  tense  and  hard,  with  one  or  two  patches 
which  assumed  a  decided  gangrenous  character;  pulse  one  hundred 
and  twenty  per  minute;  respiration  hurried  ;  skin  hot  and  dry;  tongue 
thickly  coated ;  throat  dark  red,  and  tonsils  swollen;  urine  scanty  and 
highly  colored.  The  patient  was  ordered  three  grains  of  quinine 
every  three  hours,  with  a  toaspoonful  of  the  following,  iutcrmediuted  : 

B  Soda;  Bnlpbitis,^!, 
Ex.  glycyrhiz,  ji, 
Aqua;  font.,  Jili. 

And,  as  a  local  application,  one  ounce  of  the  sulphite  dissolved  in  a 
ijuart  of  water,  and  applied  to  the  parts  affected  by  means  of  cotton 
batting,  over  which  a  piece  of  rubber  cloth  was  pot  to  prevent  evapo- 
ration. Beef  tea  allowed  ad  libitum  and  free  ventilation  was  strictly 
unjoined.  At  the  expiration  of  twenty-four  hours  there  was  a  marked 
improvement  in  all  the  symptoms.  The  quinine  and  suda  were  con- 
tinued at  longer  intervals,  and  in  twelve  days  the  patient  was  con- 
valescent. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  refer  to  all  the  cases  of  erysipelas  in  which  1 
have  given  the  soda  a  trial,  as  the  case  mentioned  is  analogous  to 
other  cases  which  have  been  successfully  managed  with  this  salt.  If 
any  of  those  who  have  not  used  the  sulphite  of  soda  will  give  it  a 
trial,  both  internally  and  externally,  they  will  doubtless  come  to  the 
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coDcluBioQ,  as  I  have,  that  it  ta  one  of  the  beet  among  all  knovn  ram- 
cdiee  for  the  control  and  management  of  erysipelas. 

In  tinea  favosa  there  is  no  local  remedy  whose  use,  in  my  eipe- 
rience,  has  heen  attended  with  better  and  more  speedy  resnlte — as  the 
following  old  and  inveterate  cases  will  show: 

Juli  McD.,  age  ten.— Tinea  Capitis  (Favosa).  Has  been  afBicted 
three  years.  The  hack  of  her  head  only  is  affected,  and  in  this  loca- 
tion it  resembles  (granulata)  sores,  small,  and  of  about  two  lines  id 
diameter;  secretions  fetid ;  hair  matted,  forming  large  scabs  over  the 
sores.  General  health  much  affeetedj  skin  pale;  appetite  iadifferent; 
habit  scrofulous;  slight  enlargement  of  cervical  lymphatic  glaode, 
probably  from  sympathy  with  the  Tinea. 

Cornelius  Cage,  age  seven. — Tinea  Capitis  (Favosa).  Diseasecom- 
menced  about  six  months  ago,  by  inoculation  from  a  comb.  At  first 
there  was  only  a  small  pustule,  Eecreting  an  ichorous  and  fetid  mat- 
ter. From  this  the  disease  extended  to  the  border  of  the  neck  and 
forehead,  with  a  number  of  very  large  sores  upon  the  scalp,  and  the 
interspaces  were  covered  with  thick  heavy  scales  and  small  scabs ;  the 
hair  had  been  trimmed  off  closely  with  scissors.  Fetor  of  the  pan. 
resembling  the  urine  of  the  cat.  Lice  and  their  ova  had  collected 
in  quantities  upon  the  head  and  burrovred  among  the  scabs. 

Joseph  L,,  aged  twelve  years, — Tinea  Capitis.  Had  an  eruption 
upon  the  top  of  the  he&d,  covering  the  whole  surface  between  the 
parietal  protuberances,  and  extended  from  near  the  forehead  to  the 
summit  of  the  back  of  the  head.  The  eruptions  were  yellowish,  with 
deadened  base,  and  cont«ined  a  mucoid  secretion  resembling  honey. 

The  mode  of  treatment  in  all  the  cases  was  as  follows: 
U     Bod«iulphitiB,|B8; 

Acid  carbolici  (crjs),  ^bk; 
Glycerine,  $ue: 
Cerati  aimplicia,  |ii. 

Ointment  to  be  used  three  times  a  day.  Shave  the  hair  from  the 
sores,  and  cleanse  them  with  eastile  soap  and  water;  apply  the  oint- 
ment on  the  parts;  cover  with  oil-silk;  give,  internally,  sulphite  soda 
in  twenty-five  grain  doses,  in  cinchona  and  cardamon  comp,  combiDing 
the  two  at  the  time  of  taking,  three  times  a  day ;  and  in  from  three 
(o  four  weeks  a  permanent  cure  will  be  effected. 


I  have  used  it  in  this  class  of  diseases  with  decid( 
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can  be  relied  upon  ae  a  spcedj  and  effectual  remedy  in  almost  all  para- 
sitic affections  of  the  Hkia,  I  bavealaousedit  in  various  other  cutaneouH 
diseases  with  uDiform  aod  unvarjing  success.  And  in  that  condition 
of  the  blood  which  is  manifcatcd  by  the  production  of  numerous  fur- 
uncles, commoDly  koown  as  boils,  the  administiation  of  Rulpite  of  soda, 
with  carminative  touics,  has  proved,  under  tuy  observation,  a  perfect 
and  rapid  reraedj.  In  carbuncles,  I  know,  after  using  the  following, 
that  it  may  be  relied  upon.  After  a  forced  or  spoDtaneous  opening  of 
the  carbuncle,  apply  a  solution  on  Hot,  of,  say, 
K     Soda  Hulphilis,  ^ss; 

Acidi  Carbolici  (ciye),  ^bs; 
Glvcerine,  Sili. 
M. 

It  is  remarkable  how  rapidly,  under  these  applications,  the  ordi- 
narily slow  separation  of  the  necrosed  cellular  tissue  takes  place — the 
destruotive  process  ceases,  and  healthy  granulations  Epriog  up. 

In  urticaria,  it  has  proven  very  successful  in  subduing  the  woret 
forms  of  this  disease  in  twenty-four  hours.  There  are  a  great  many 
other  skin  diseases  Id  which  I  have  found  it  equally  efficient. 

Another  application  of  this  salt  which  I  consider  valuable,  is  in 
the  case  of  infante,  by  whom  their  food  (the  mother's  breaKt-milk)  is 
often  ejected.  A  dose  of  two  to  five  grains  of  sulphite,  in  combina- 
tion with  comp.  cardamon,  sweetened,  has  proved  successful  in  causing 
a  retention  and  assimilation  of  the  contents  of  the  stomach  when 
administered  soon  after  imbibition,  thus  greatly  promoting  the  health 
of  the  child.  Also  in  cases  of  children  where  there  is  a  fermented, 
swollen  condition  of  the  bowels,  especially  if  constipated,  the  sulphite 
of  soda  will  remove  the  difficulty  in  a  short  time. 

I  am  of  the  opinioa  that  the  sulphite  of  soda,  one  ounce  to  the 
quart  of  water,  makes  one  of  the  best  solutions  that  has  ever  been 
discovered  to  sponge  the  body  with  in  all  kinds  of  fevers. 

There  are  threffforms  of  this  remedy,  via:  The  sulphite,  the  hypo- 
sulphite, and  the  bisulphite.  The  first  of  these  has  been  my  princi- 
pal dependence;  though  the  others,  when  employed  in  proportionate 
quantities,  for  the  supply  of  the  acid  constituent,  are  equally  usefVil 
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FORTY  YEABS'  PBACTICE,  OR  REPORTS  OF  EXTRAORDI- 
NARY CASES.  > 

BY  N.  FIELD,  M.  D.,  JKFFER80NV1LLE,   INDIANA. 

About  the  year  1831,  I  was  called  to  ace  a  little  son  of  Mr.  John 
Myers  of  JefferBoaville,  three  or  four  years  of  age,  who,  to  al]  appear- 
unco,  had  a  regular  attack  of  billious  remittent  fever,  which  was  it 
that  time  endemic  in  and  around  Jefferson villc.  As  the  oase  oceorred 
in  midsummer,  and  seemed  to  be  a  plain  case  of  ordinary  fenr. 
I  commenced  the  treatment  with  a  cathartic,  followed  by  s  diapho- 
.  retic,  with  the  view  to  bring  on  an  intermission.  In  the  caurM  of 
thirty-six  boors  after  he  was  taken  sick,  there  supervened  a  most  ex- 
traordinary and  intolerable  thirst.  HU  cries  for  water  were  incessant 
He  would  drink  until  his  stomach  was  distended  to  ite  utmost  capacity, 
and  still  plead  for  more,  ^he  repletion  of  the  stomach  would  occa- 
sionally provoke  emesis ;  and  just  as  soon  as  it  was  emptied,  he  would 
drink  as  long  as  he  could  force  a  drop  down  his  throat.  At  last,  afla 
two  days  spent  in  trying  to  relieve  the  distressing  thirst,  I  directed 
his  mother  to  withhold  all  but  a  reasonable  quantity  of  water,  despite 
his  cries  and  importanities.  He  became  at  times  almost  frantic,  and 
when  not  confined,  he  wonld  leap  from  bis  bed  and  struggle  deepei- 
ately  for  the  water-bucket.  Foiled  in  his  attempt  to  seise  that  vesKl 
ho  would  run  into  the  kitchen,  and  try  to  drink  soap-aadR,  dish-water, 
or  any  thing  in  the  liquid  form,  however  filthy  and  loathsome. 

There  being  no  evidence  of  gastritis  or  enteritis,  but  on  the  eon- 
trary  a  pulse  but  little  variant  from  the  natural  standard ;  skin  preter- 
naturally  warm;  no  paiu  in  the  epigastrium,  or  soreness  on  pres^ote, 
and  loose  bowels,  I  was  utterly  unable  to  account  for  the  insatiable 
thirst  with  which  he  was  afflicted.  Supposing  that  an  emetic  oiigli 
allay  his  thirst  and  produce  some  favorable  change  in  the  case,  I  gate 
him  a  strong  dose  of  ipecacuanha,  which  resnlted  in  the  ejection  of  i 
conglomerate  mass  of  mackerel,  eaten  about  a  week  before  he  was  tatea 
sick.  The  fish  had  no  doubt  been  swallowed  without  mastication,  ia 
too  large  a  bulk  for  tranamission  to  the  duodenum. 


,Coo<^lc 


URINAKV   INFILTRATION.  715 

A  few  hoars  after  it  was  discharged  the  ferer,  thirst  and  every 
other  morbid  symptom  subsided. 

The  qnestion  iDvolved  in  this  caae  is,  hov  did  the  mackerel  pro- 
duce Euch  ioteose  thirst?  Was  it  by  its  mechanical  action  on  the 
coat  of  the  stomach,  cansiitg  subcutaneous  inflammation;  or  was  it 
the  salt  in  the  fish;  or  what  was  it? 


URINARY  INFILTRATION:  A  REPORT  MADE  TO  THE  CIN- 
CINNATI ACADEMY  OF  MEDICINE. 

BY  PBOFEBSOE  P.  B.  CONNER,  M,  D., 

(CbUrmin  of  SmIIdd  on  Urini  und  UrinUT  Orgau.) 

Rupture  of  the  urethral  wall  with  consequent  escape  of  urine  into 
the  tissues  adjacent,  though  fortunately,  not  a  very  common  accident, 
is  sufficiently  onen  met  with  to  entitle  it  to  earefal  consideration  in 
view  of  the  resulting  danger  to  part  and  life.  In  the  great  majority 
of  cases  it  is  consequent  npou  stricture  of  the  urethra  that  has  existed 
for  years,  or  is  the  result  of  external  injury,  the  perinenm  having  been 
violently  contused — stricture  being  by  far  the  most  common  oanse. 
Leaving  out  of  consideration  ante-scrotal  lacerations,  the  urethra  may 
be  opened  between  the  peno-sorotal  angle  and  the  anterior  layer  of 
the  triangular  ligament,  or  betwwen  this  layer  and  the  neck  of  the 
bladder;  in  the  former  situation,  the  cases  being  most  common,  in  the 
latter  most  fatal,  especially  when  the  urine  has  made  its  way  through 
the  pelvic  fascia. 

Strictnre  being,  as  already  stated,  the  moet  frequent  cause  of  the 
lesion  in  qnestion,  and  the  greater  number  of  strictures  being  situated 
in  the  bulbous  portion  of  the  urethra,  the  laceration  ia  generally  found 
but  a  short  distance  anterior  to  the  triangular  ligament.  A  long  con- 
tinued progressive  dilatation  of  the  canal  behind  the  stricture  having 
taken  place,  the  urethral  wall  at  length  becomes  so  thin  as  to  be  un- 
able to  resist  the  powerful  efforts  made  to  expel  the  nrine,  and  a  lacer- 
ation is  the  result.  In  many  cases,  indeed,  in  the  majonty,  not  only 
is  there  this  thinning  of  the  wall  from  dilatation,  hut  also  an  ulcera- 
ted condition  of  it  consequent  upon  chronic  inflammation,  due  both 
to  the  stricture  itself  and  the  constant,  or  almoat  constant  presence  of 
urine  in  the  pouch  formed,  and  this  ulcerated^  condition  causes  an 
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earlier  rupture  than  would  take  place  were  there  simply  a  thiaDiDg  of 
healthy  wall.  The  eymptoma  of  rupture  and  iufiltratioD,  when  lie 
laceration  ia  extensiro  and  the  urioe  freely  pouted  out,  arc  nanii!- 
takablc.  The  sudden  relief  of  vesical  dist«DstOD  experienced  b;  the 
patient,  the  early  swelliog  (at  first  geuerally  iu  the  perineum,  sooain- 
volviu^  the  scrotum),  the  rapid  devclopmeut  of  violent  iuflammatioa 
followed  by  gangrci>«  of  the  parts  affected,  the  shock  and  speedy  niani- 
festatioD  of  severe  constitutional  disturhance,  all  combined  with  iht 
history  of  the  case,  make  diagnosis  an  easy  matter.  Tbe  locality  of 
the  early  swelling  serves  as  a  guide  to  tbe  determination  of  the  posi- 
tion of  the  urethral  rupture.  When  the  laceration  is  in  front  of  the 
triangular  ligament,  the  close  union  between  the  superficial  perioeal  »nd 
the  deep  fascia  compels  tbe  urine  to  travel  forward,  so  as  to  snccessirel; 
invade  the  anterior  part  of  the  perineum,  the  scrotum,  the  penis  ittd 
abdominal  walls  in  front,  traveling  upward  in  some  cases  as  high  a; 
the  axilla.  It  may,  in  two  ways,  reach  the  auterior  face  of  tbe  thi^U. 
1st,  by  traveliog  along  under  tbe  superficial  abdominal  fascia  to  ibe 
lumbar  region,  and  then  over  the  crest  of  the  ilium  and  down  apon 
the  outer  aspect  of  the  thigh ;  aad,  2d,  by  involving  the  superfictil 
abdominal  fascia,  and  passing  along  iu  the  subcutaneous  areolar  tissac, 
over  Poupart's  ligament.  When  the  laceration  is  in  that  portion  of 
the  urethra  behiod  the  anterior  layer  of  the  triangular  ligament,  the 
urine  may  breai  through  the  anterior  layer  and  follow  the  same  conrM 
as  when  the  laceration  is  in  front  of  the  ligament,  or,  as  is  more  com- 
mon, it  may  force  its  way  through  the  posterior  layer,  into  the  spaw 
intervening  between  the  pelvic  and  levator  fascic  From  this  space  it 
may  pass  downwards  tlirough  the  levator  fascia,  when  tbe  swelling 
will  be  first  noticed  in  the  isch  to -rectal  fossae,  or  upwards  through  tke 
pelvic  fascia,  opening  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis.  The  fatal  result  of 
lithotomy  is  sometimes  due  to  urinary  infiltration,  following  the  Usi 
mentioned  course,  the  fascial  refleetion  covering  the  prostate  hsTiDg 
been  cut  through  at  time  of  the  operation.  When  the  laceration  of 
the  urethral  wall  is  the  result  of  external  violence  that  has  not  nade 
a  wound  in  the  integument,  the  hemorrhage  from  the  meatus,  and  ibf 
extcDsive  and  early  appearing  swelling  in  perineo  will  indicate  the 
probable  character  of  the  accident,  and  after  a  few  hours,  or  at  most 
days,  tbe  development  of  tbe  characteristic  symptoms  of  urinary  iaSl- 
tratioD  will  leave  no  room  for  doubt. 

A  patient  with  urinary  infiltration  being  let  alone,  death  may  retail 
at  an  early  period  iu  consequence  of  shock,  or  later,  from. the  ezhaustion 
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due  to  extensive  suppuration,  acting  upon  a  const! tirtion  already 
impaired,  in  a  mnjority  of  caecs,  b;  ezcesees  and  organic  disease  of 
the  bladder,  kidneys  and  liver.  Under  the  most  proper  and  carefully 
directed  treatment,  death  is'not  an  infrequent  result;  and  at  beet,  the 
individual  recovers  only  after  more  less  loss  of  sabatance;  for,  as  Bi- 
chat  has  said,  "  there  is  do  other  fluid  in  th«  animal  economy  the  cGFa- 
«tou  of  which  is  so  baleful  as  is  that  of  the  urine." 

The  primary  and  most  important  remedial  measure  to  be  adopted 
19  free  incision^  in  the  middle  line  of  the  perineam,  further  out  towards 
tho  rami  of  the  ischium  and  pubis,  through  the  integuments  of  tho 
scrotum,  on  the  penis,  one  or  other,  as  necessity  may  require,  in  order 
that  the  extension  of  the  infiltration  may  be  arrested.  Upon  two  poipts 
in  tho  treatment  opinions  are  divided,  viz;  as  respects  the  advisability 
of  the  early  introduction  of  the  catheter,  and  as  to  the  Dccessity  and 
propriety  of  perineal  acctioo.  Of  the  various  authors  whose  works  I 
have  been  able  to  examine,  who  refer  to  this  particular  point  in  refer- 
ence to  the  treatment  of  the  accident  under  consideration,  Berard,  De- 
sanlt,  LasBus,  Aianssat,  Brodie,  Colles,  Guthrie,  Drnitt,  Erichsen  and 
Gross  advise  the  introduction  of  the  catheter  immediately  after  the 
incisions  have  been  made,  such  catheter  to  be  either  left  in  or  intro- 
duced several  times  a  day.  Bicherand  adviaed  catheterization  only 
after  cicatrization  of  the  wounds  made  had  proceeded  to  a  considera- 
ble extent.  Delpech  recommended  in  cases  of  infiltration  from  injury 
the  use  of  the  elastic  catheter  after  the  first  violence  of  the  inflamma- 
tion had  Bubsided. 

Buniatead  says :  "  Nothing  can  be  done  for  the  relief  of  tho  stricture 
duriog  the  continuance  of  the  shock  consequent  upon  rupture,  but 
usually  as  this  passes  off,  eatheterism  may  be  successfully  performed." 
Sir  Henry  Thompson  Bays:  "You  will  be  safer  in  letting  the  ca. 
theter  alono  and  permitting  the  water  to  drain  off.  When  the  water 
flows  off  by  another  passage,  the  urethra  begins  to  improve,  and  in 
three  or  four  days  you  will  probably  have  no  difficulty  in  paasiog  a 
number  3  or  4  catheter." 

In  a  ease  under  my  care,  not  long  since,  where  the  rupture  occurred 
in  or  very  near  that  portion  of  the  urethra  covered  by  the  scrotum, 
and  in  which  the  extravasation  had  taken  place  at  least  forty-eight 
hours  before  I  saw  the  patient,  in  a  very  few  hours  after  free  incis- 
ions had  been  made  urine  was  readily  passed  in  a  larger  stream  than 
had  been  possible  for  months  previous.  The  special  advantage  claimed 
to  be  derived  from  the  early  use  of  the  catheter  la  the  preTeDtion^i  , 
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of  the  paaeage  of  the  nrine  through  the  abnormal  channel,  thas  faTOT' 
ing  cicetmation,  while  at  the  eamc  time  the  stricture  is  being  dibl»d. 
But  when  free  inciEiona  have  been  made,  a  ready  outlet  for  the  nrine  it 
afforded,  it  rapidly  loses  ita  unheal  thy  character,  and  its  passage  tkroo^ 
the  wound  hinders  cicatrization  but  little  if  at  all.  The  very  euW 
introduction  of  the  catheter  is  sometimes  impossible,  at  beet  not  eidlj 
effected ;  the  preseBce  of  the  catheter,  if  left  in,  is  irritating,  and 
adds  to  the  unhealthy  condition  of  the  urethra  an^  bladder.  Itsnc 
is  not  necessary,  for  the  tightness  of  the  strictare  is  la  a  measure  re- 
lieved by  the  free  exit  allowed  the  urine  through  the  rupture,  and  tht 
treatment  of  tho  stricture  either  "by  dilatation  or  otherwise,  thon^ 
very  import&nt,  is  for  the  time  being  of  little  moment  in  compari^oa 
with  the  relief  of  the  peculiar  and  dangerous  symptoms  consMjaeDt 
upon  infiltration.  Eren  in  cases  of  urethral  laceration  from  exter- 
nal injury,  where  perineal  section  has  been  performed  not  only  vitt 
a  view  to  the  relief  of  the  immediate  Bymptoms,  but  still  more  the 
prevention  of  a  traumatic  stricture,  and  where  it  is  desired  to  pre- 
serve as  perfectly  as  may  be  the  EOtmal  calibre  of  tho  urethra,  tbenseof 
the  catheter  is  not  demanded  until  after  the  separation  of  the  sloi^hs. 
As  respects  the  necessity  and  propriety  of  perineal  section,  there  ex- 
ists a  decided  difference  of  opinion.  Where  the  infiltration  hasUka 
place  in  consequence  of  external  injury  which  has  not  produced  a 
wound  of  the  integument,  a  free  pcriDcal  incision  not  involving  the 
urethra,  with  a  judicious  afl«r-u3e  of  the  catheter,  will  Id  many  casa 
be  all  that  is  required.  But  when  the  urethral  wall  has  to  a  considera- 
ble extent  heeo  lacerated  and  contused,  the  free  laying  open  of  tbc 
urethra  will  go  far  towards  preventing  a  subsequent  closure  either  cob- 
plete  or  nearly  so  of  that  part  of  the  canal  included  within  the  coB' 
tnsed  area,  and  it  ia  this  closure  that  is  the  special  danger  to  be  appK- 
hended  in  this  sort  of  injury.  But  when  the  infiltration  is  a  cobm- 
quence  of  stricture,  is  it  advisable  to  so  make  the  perineal  incifflonii 
that  the  strictured  portion  of  tho  urethra  shall  be  laid  open,  or  shall 
the  incisions  be  made  with  reference  only  to  the  giving  exit  to  the 
extravasatcd  fluid,  deferring  until  a  later  day  direct  treatment  of  the 
stricture?     With  reference  to  this  subject  Amussat  says : 

''It  isuauallyadviseduot  to ittjnre  the  urethra.  Howarer,  when  tbeneii* 
a  large  depot  frominfiltiatiou,iB  it  not  better  to  beelyopeu  the  canal  at  that  poia 
which  is  the  seat  of  strinnreT  If  we  adopt  the  measorea  iuaiated  upon  by  wri- 
ters,  when  the  urinary  depot  has  been  opened,  aa  the  urine  can  not  pw«  <»  >? 
any  direct  channel,  and  aa  the  stricture  still  remains,  a  Mcond  infillntua  ii  l« 
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be  feiued,  and  the  difficulty  of  carrying  ft  cxtheter  into  the  bladder  remains  al- 
ways the  dame.  On  the  cantnij,  if,  after  opening  np  the  depot,  the  original  ob- 
1  be  cat  through  (vhich  may  done  hy  carrying  a  catheter  down  to  ihe 
%  and  letting  its  point  serve  to  indicate  the  point  from  which  the  inciBioii 
shall  be  made),  ire  may  at  once  introdnce  the  catheter  into  the  bladder,  and  Ihun 
hnst«n  Tery  much  the  cicatHistion  of  the  wound,  and  prevent  any  new  infiltra- 

If  the  Rtricturc  is  permeable  and  a  catheter  or  staff  can  be  carried 
tfarongh  it  to  serve  hb  a  guide  id  theiDcieiDE  of  the  etrictured  and  rup- 
tured portion  of  the  urethra,  perineal  nrethrotomj  ie  not  an  operation 
of  an;  very  great  difficulty;  but  if  the  case  is  one  in  which  a  catheter 
nan  be  carried  into  the  bladder  at  the  time  when  the  perineal  incisions 
are  made,  it  is  one  in  which  the  evil  coneequeuces  of  the  infiltratiou 
can  be  as  fully  prevented  by  proper  incisions  not  involving  the  urc- 
thru,  as  by  urethrotomy,  and  one  in  which  a  fair  trial  shonld  be  made  of 
dilatation  in  the  treatment  of  the  stricture.  If  the  stricture  is  not 
permeable,  the  laying  open  of  the  urethra  without  the  aid  of  a  guide 
other  than  the  point  of  a  catheter,  that  resting  upon  the  external  face 
of  the  stricture  shall  serve,  as  Amussat  says,  aa  the  "point  of  depart- 
ure" for  the  incision,  such  operation,  as  Bichat  said  of  it,  "is  one 
always  difficult  and  often  impracticable."     In  the  words  of  Colics : 

"When  you  can  not  introduce  the  catheter,  yon  are  directed  to  cut  down 
through  the  perineum  and  urethra  on  the  point  of  the  catheter,  to  find  out  the 
imperviotM  part  of  the  urethra,  to  cut  through  it,  and  pass  on  the  instrument  to 
the  bladder  by  the  inferior  opening.  Now  the  great  difficulty  is  to  find  this 
opening,  or  to  find  the  urethra  at  all.  I  axBure  you  one  of  the  tnont  expert  Bur- 
geons in  the  kingdom  was  an  hour  and  half  cutting  here  and  there,  looking  for 
the  urethra,  and  was  at  last  obliged  to  put  the  patient  to  bed  without  finding  it. 
The  great  difficulty  is  to  find  the  urethra." 

But  whether  tbe  opening  of  the  urethra  is  difficult  or  easy,  if  the 
operation  is  necessary  and  the  neglect  of  its  performance  will  materi- 
all;  lesien  the  chances  of  recovery  in  cases  of  urinary  infiltration,  it 
should  be  performed,  or  at  least  attempted.  But  if  as  has  been  re- 
peatedly shown,  free  inoisians  through  the  swollen  and  infiltrated  sab- 
cntaneous  areolar  tissue  are  sufficient  to  arrest  the  infiltration  and  give 
exit  to  the  nrine,  and  if,  after  such  incisions,  the  atrictored  portion  of 
the  urethra  dilates  in  a  few  hours  or  days  to  such  an  extent  as  to  paif* 
a  number  2,  3  or  4  catheter,  it  Is  not,  as  a  rule,  advisable  to  perform 
extornal  perineal  urethrotomy  because  there  has  been  a  rupture 
of  the  urethra  and  extravasation  of  urine.     The  operation  diminishes 


iMjCoot^lc 


"20  WESTBBN   JODRNAL  OF   MKDICIKK. 

to  a  certain  extent  the  patient'B  chances  of  recovery,  and  Tinder  the 
most  favorable  circumstances  death  is  to  be  feared. 

I  had  hoped  to  have  been  able  to  present  to  the  Academy  some 
statistics  of  the  mortality  of  the  accident  under  consider*tion ;  bat 
the  figures  obtained  as  yet  are  too  small  to  warrant,  any  satiafactorT 
statement  as  to  the  comparative  per  centage  of  deaths  aod  recoveries. 


VENTILATION  AND  VENTILATORS. 

BY   WILSON   nOBBS,    M.   D.,   CARTUAOE,    INDIANA. 

Rnd  brfOre  the  Union  Hodlcil  Soristj,  mt  KBrghtMowD,  Indlui,  it  ttwlr  HoniabrrMslDB: 

rcrarnd  lo  tho  CoDmlttw  on  Pnbliatian.  mud  bj  Ihtm  pnaenlMl  to 

tho  Walarn  Jonrmal  ^  HidiciH. 

Mb.  President — My  paper  for  to-day  may  be  considered  as  doubt- 
fully coming  within  the  eonatitutional  provision  which  requires  each 
member,  at  each  meeting,  to  report  a  case  or  read  an  essay  of  his  own 
writing  upon  a  medical  subject.  What  I  shall  say  upon  the  topic 
selected  relates  more  especially  to  the  BcienceB  of  uatural  philosophy 
and  chemistry — but  I  shall  attempt  lo  apply  this  knowledge,  not  to 
the  cure  of  disease,  but  to  its  prevention,  by  the  removal  of  some 
fruitful  causes  of  disease  and  death. 

It  is  as  much  the  duty  of  the  intelligent  physician  to  inform  him- 
self upon  sanitary  and  hygienic  qucatiooB,  by  which  he  may  be  able 
to  give  advice  for  public  as  well  as  private  use  in  relation  lo  the  pre- 
servation of  health,  as  to  arm  and  equip  himself  for  battles  at  the 
bed-side,  and  he  is  a  lame  workman  in  the  beneficent  mission  of  the 
Koience  of  medicine  who  is  not  well  informed  upon  such  enbjects- 

Our  thinking  men  are  just  now  saying  and  writjog  much  opon  the 
varying  and  changing  types  of  disease  and  the  corresponding  changcc 
in  plans  of  medication ;  and  I  have  often  thougbt  if  we  would  eaie- 
fnlly  study  the  changes  in  the  habits  of  our  people,  which  adTandag 
civiliiation  is  producing,  we  should  find  more  eatiafactory  solution  and 
remedy  for  these  differeuccs  of  type  than  elsewhere. 

The  necessity  of  pure  air  for  respiration  Deed  not  be  couaidraed 
here;  nor  need  we  stop  to  discuss  the  question  whether  poisona  s«fi- 
cient  to  produce  disease  may  be  introduced  into  the  blood  by  the  res- 
piratory organs:   these  are  established  theorema. 
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In  the  primitive  states  ot  sooiety,  vhen  the  people  spend  mast  or  all 
their  time  in  the  open  air,  or  in  vide  and  airj  tents  or  hutii,  there  ia 
little  need  of  disquisitiona  upon  ventilation  and  pnre  air — their  supply 
cornea  direct  and  u neon tamina ted  from  the  broad  ocean  above  and 
aronnd,  with  nothing  to  confine  its  circnlation  or  obstruct  the  eupply; 
but  when,  according  to  the  custom  of  modern,  civilized  and  enlightened 
nationB,  ve  abut  ourselves  up  in  close  rooms,  we  have  great  need  to 
study  the  conditions  of  health  as  they  relate  to  this  eubject. 

Age  after  age  we  are  becomiDg  more  effeminate.  Our  fathers  and 
mothers  lived  in  log  cabins  with  puncheon  floors,  loose  board  ceiling 
and  wide-jam  Sre-places,  with  walls  through  which  light  and  air  were 
never  forbidden  to  enter;  in  the  cities  and  "better-to-do"  localities 
tbej  had  large  rooms  and  open  chimneys,  which  furnished  an  ample 
supply  of  air  and  kept  it  constantly  in  motion,  thus  preventing  the 
accumulation  and  concentration  of  atmospheric  poisons. 

Small  rooms  in  residences,  and  close  and  ill -ventilated  ones  for 
assemblies,  are  modern  inventions,  as  are  also  stoves  and  hot-air  fur- 
naces. Year  after  year  we  are  becoming  more  timorous  of  the  cold, 
and  closer  and  closer  we  are  shutting  ourselves  in.  The  open  fire- 
place, that  good  old  life  preserver,  which  seeks  every  nook  and  corner 
and  crevice  for  a  fresh  breath,  and  failing  there  gives  the  alarm  by  a 
cloud  of  smoke,  which  compels  the  inmates  to  open  a  door  or  raise  a 
window,  is  now  fast  passing  away,  and  we  axe  warming  onreelves  by 
hot  stoves,  steam  pipes,  furnaces  and  other  devices,  which  allow  the 
air  in  our  rooms  to  become  corrupted,  and  which  provide  no  sufficient 
remedy.  In  rooms  heated  by  stoves,  no  systematic  method  of  ventila- 
tion is  usually  arranged,  the  doors  and  the  windows  sliding  each  way 
being  generally  considered  ample  means  to  change  the  air — hut  their 
proper  use  for  such  purpose  is  so  often  neglected,  that  danger  and 
injury  to  the  Inmates  are  not  always  escaped.  For  the  ventilation  of 
rooms  heated  by  bot-air  furnaces  and  steam  pipes,  fines  are  usually 
provided,  but  they  arc  not  always  so  arranged  as  beat  to  accomplish 
the  purpose  intended.  I  have  sometimes  seen  the  ventilating  register 
placed  near  the  ceiling — sometimes  near  the  floor — sometimes  at  inter- 
mediate points — sometimes  two  in  each  flue,  one  near  the  floor  and  the 
other  at  the  ceiling.  Each  of  these  methods  has  its  advocates.  There 
is  at  least  one  right  way  to  arrange  this  apparatus,  and  there  may  be 
many  wrong  ones.  It  is  the  purpose  of  this  paper  to  discuss  the 
scientific  principles  involved  in  the  question,  and  determine,  if  poaaible, 
which  is  the  correct  method.  -  . 
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Where  faroacea  are  used  for  heatiog  parpoees,  a  current  of  cotd 
air  is  made  to  pass  into  a  chamber  nhere  it  surrounds  the  heater,  aad 
its  temperature  is  raised  to  eucb  point  as  ie  desired.  It  is  thence  coo- 
ducted  by  pipes  or  flues  to  the  apartment  which  is  to  be  warmed,  and 
there  admitted  by  &  register,  which  is  so  arranged  as  to  regulate  the 
siie  of  tbe  current.  This  register  should  always  be  placed  at  the  floor 
of  the  room,  and,  by  reason  of  a  well  known  law,  the  hot  air  will 
immediately  rise  from  it  to  the  ceiling.  The  apartment  being  berore 
full  of  air,  this  cuirent  can  not  long  continue  unless  a  way  of  exit  I* 
opened.  This  is  done  by  means  of  flues  in  the  wall,  leading  to  tbe 
roof,  which  are  also  furnished  with  registers  to  regu)at«  the  outward 
current.  The  hot  air  thus  admitted  will  warm  the  room  in  either  of 
two  ways — by  mixing  with  and  imparting  its  caloric  to  tbe  cold  airbj 
radiation  and  couTection,  or  by  rising  abore,  displacing  and  replacing 
the  cold  air,  if  the  flues  are  so  arranged  as  to  allow  it  to  do  so.  The 
specific  gravity  of  the  warm  air  being  less  thaU  that  of  tbe  cold,  it 
will  rise  to  the  ceiling,  while  the  heavier  cold  air  will  always  be  found 
below  it.  The  two  will  not  mix  nor  come  together  except  as  they  are 
forced  by  currents  or  by  agitation. 

Now  if  the  ventilating  register  be  placed  near  the  ceiling,  the 
warm  air  will  pass  out  of  the  room,  leaving  the  heavier  cold  air  below 
but  slowly  affected  in  its  temperature.  The  current  would  be  froia 
the  lower  register  to  the  ceiling,  theuce  to  the  ventilating  register: 
and  were  it  not  for  counter-currents  and  tbe  agitation  which  these  cur- 
rents would  produce  in  the  body  of  the  air  in  the  room,  with  tbe  slight 
amount  of  caloric  radiated,  the  furnace  might  be  kept  hot  the  whole 
of  a  cold  day  without  making  the  room  comfortable. 

The  draft  in  the  ventilating  flue,  with  the  registers  thus  arranged, 
wonld  be  a  very  strong  one,  as  there  would  a  continuous  column  of 
heated  air  from  the  cellar  to  the  roof. 

If,  however,  we  place  the  ventilating  register  at  the  floor,  the  healed 
air  will  make  its  way  to  the  ceiling  as  before;  but  finding  no  means  of 
escape,  it  becomes  imprisoned  there,  pressing  upon  the  cold  air  below, 
which  immediately  seeks  exit  through  the  veutilattng  register.  As 
the  currents  continue,  the  heated  air  gradually  fills  the  room  froB 
above  downward,  and  the  cold  air  near  the  floor  is  all  carried  oat 
through  the  flues  to  make  place  for  it.  Thus  the  room  is  quickly 
heated,  the  warm  air  driving  out  and  replacing  the  cold. 

Until  the  room  is  thoroughly  heated,  the  draft  in  the  flues,  with 
the  ventilating  register  thus  arranged,  will  be  much  weaker  than  U 
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the  Tormer  case,  becaase  the  veatilator  is  not  dow  filled  with  hot  air 
ns  before,  but  with  cold,  &ad  which  ie  preseed  out  by  the  elasticity  of 
the  heated  air  at  the  ceiling,  not  rising  by  its  own  specific  gravity. 

Now,  as  we  pass  with  the  Tcotilating  register  to  intermediate  poiuts 
on  the  wall  between  these  extremes,  we  shall  find  the  effects  corres- 
pondingly modified,  the  ventilator  always  reeeiying  its  supply  from 
above  the  register,  and  leaving  the  cold  air  below. 

It  will  thus  appear  that  with  both  registers  at  the  ;floor,  the  room 
will  be  moet  quickly  and  most  thoroughly  heated ;  and  as  we  pass  the 
ventilating  register  upward,  we  increase  the  body  of  undisturbed  cold 
air.  Prom  this  we  infer,  that  if  the  only  purpose  of  the  air  flues 
were  to  heat  the  room  and  maintain  its  temperature,  the  registers  should 
both  be  placed  at  or  near  the  floor,  and  if  the  ventilator  is  not  so  ar- 
ranged, however  well  the  room  is  heated,  there  will  always  be  a  stratum 
of  cotd  air  near  the  floor  of  the  room,  which  will  produce  cold  feet 
for  those  occupying  it. 

When  steam  pipes  are  used  for  beaters,  there  is  uo  supply-pipe  to 
furnish  a  current  of  hot  air.  The  heater  should  be  placed  near  the 
floor,  where  it  will  be  constantly  immersed  in  the  cold  air.  A  current 
of  heated  air  arises  from  it  toward  the  ceiliiig,  while  it  is  the  ceuter 
of  a  circle  of  surrounding  currents  of  cold  air  passing  up  to  be  warmed. 
The  air,  as  it  rises,  gradually  expands  out  at  the  top  of  the  room.  As 
it  gradually  gives  out  its  caloric,  it  sinks  downward  to  make  room  for 
the  lighter  and  warmer.  Thus  it  continues  to  sink  until  agaia  at  the 
floor,  when  it  again  comes  up  to  be  warmed,  and  again  rises  to  the 
ceiling.  Thus  the  air  continues  to  rise  and  fall,  as  it  receives  caloric, 
and  distributes  it,  mixing  and  mingling  with  that  about  it,  until  the 
whole  is  of  equal  temperature. 

With  such  a  heater  there  is  uo  need  of  a  veutilating  pipe  in  order 
to  warm  the  room;  there  is  do  IVesh  air  admitted,  and  hence  no  de- 
mand for  exit,  except  to  the  extent  of  the  expansion  of  the  atmos- 
phere in  the  room  by  the  heat,  which  will  easily  be  accommodated  in 
any  building  not  air  tight. 

To  change  the  air  of  a  room  thus  heated,  the  supply  of  cold  air 
should  be  admitted  near  the  heater,  where  it  will  be  immediately 
warmed,  and  the  ventilating  register  placed  as  in  the  case  of  rooms 
heated  by  furnaces. 

The  human  body  in  a  limited  apace  of  coufioed  air,  becomes  aelf- 
destrnctive,  and  an  additional  use  of  the  ventilator  is  to  carry  away 
the  poisons  which  the  air  receives  from  the  occupants  of  our.  houMS, 
and  maintaia  its  parity.  '^  *^  (>  *- 
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We  will  now  consider  what  are  these  poisona,  their  mode  of  Aa- 
semiDation,  and  the  meana  requisite  for  tbeir  elimiDatioD. 

At  the  head  of  this  list  ne  will  enQ[nerat«  carbonic  acid  gaa,  vlicli 
is,  when  respired,  a  deadly  poLson.  The  STeragc  amount  of  cartwo 
daily  consumed  hy  an  adult,  in  pulmonary  and  cutaneous  exhalition. 
in  the  form  of  carbonic  acid,  la  about  10.8  ounces,  the  skin  eliminating 
about  one-thirtieth  of  the  amount.  The  specific  gravity  of  this  gu  is 
1.52,  atmospheric  air  being  1.  Hence,  by  its  great  weight,  it  will  act- 
tie  toward  the  floor  of  the  room  and  mix  with  the  cold  air  there. 

The  average  amount  of  aqneoua  vapor  daily  exhaled  from  the  Innga 
is  from  sixteen  to  twenty  ounces,  the  quantity  depending  upon  condi- 
tiona  not  necessary  now  to  consider.  Tli^a  ia  not  pure  water,  but  con- 
tains in  solution  carbonic  acid,  hydrogen,  nitrogen,  phosphorus  and* 
considerable  amount  of  albuminous  substances  in  a  state  of  decompo- 
sition. When  exhaled,  this  vapor  has  a  temperature  of  ninety-eight 
to  one  hundred  degrees,  and  being  lighter  than  the  air  in  the  rootn, 
will  rise  toward  the  ceiling,  and  diffuse  itself  with  the  atmospbere 
there. 

The  average  amount  of  fluid  daily  lost  by  inientible  perspiration 
may  be  stated  at  from  two  to  three  pounds,  and  almost  any  man  occu- 
pying a  comfortably  heated  room  will  add  a  pound  or  two  to  this  by 
sentible  perspiration.  Nor  ia  this  pure  water ;  besides  the  mineral  sill* 
which  it  holds  in  solution,  it  has  a  large  amount  of  organic  anbstanm 
in  a  state  of  incipient  decomposition.  This,  too,  comes  to  the  surfaea 
at  the  temperature  of  the  body,  and  when  liberated,  will  rise  to  the 
ceiling,  and  mix  chiefly  with  the  warm  air  there. 

Besides  these  principal,  there  are  other  impurities  in  less  amooiL 
which  emanate  from  the  body,  or  necessarily  occur  from  our  habits  i^ 
living.  Among  these  may  be  mentioned  small  quantities  of  nitrogeo. 
sulphuretted  hydrogen,  ammonia,  the  vapor  of  saliva  and  the  fiim«« 
of  various  perishing  substances  which  may  be  present.  Most  of  tb»e 
substances,  from  their  low  gravity,  will  seek  the  ceiling  and  mix  wilfc 
the  warm  air  there. 

It  is  not  to  be  understood  that  the  impurities  indicated  will  not 
separate  themselves  in  chambers  as  stated.  The  atmospheric  currenti 
kept  up  by  the  access  and  egress  of  the  air,  and  other  causes  prodn- 
cing  agitation,  will  more  or  less  mix  them  through  the  whole  body  of 
the  air  in  the  room;  but  the  greater  quantity  of  each  will  find  the 
places  above  assigned  them.  ^ 

llence  it  will  be  apparent  that  of  the  subntances  whiql^  alifoi^  be 
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carried  out  of  the  chamber  b;  the  ventilating  fluea,  one  class  will  be 
found  at  the  floor  and  the  other  at  the  ceiling. 

Nov  if  the  ventilating  register  be  placed  at  the  floor,  it  vill  carry 
off  the  cold  air  and  carbonic  acid,  but  leave  the  atmosphere  of  the 
room  freighted  with  the  lighter  exhalations  above  enumerated,  which 
have  no  way  of  escape.'  If,  on  the  other  baud,  the  register  be  placed 
at  the  ceiling  the  hot  air  and  lighter  impurities  will  pass  oat  of  the 
room,  leaving  the  shivering  suflerera  below  with  cold  feet  and  breath- 
ing carbonic  acid.  If  it  be  placed  at  any  point  between  these  ex- 
tremes, it  will  remove  neither  class  completely,  bat  leave  the  room 
poisoned  with  all  by  its  taking  out  the  best  air  io  it. 

No  single  regiEter  can  act  at  the  two  points  where  it  appears 
from  what  has  been  stated,  means  of  egress  are  most  necessary;  hence 
it  b  apparent  there  should  be  two — one  at  or  near  the  floor  to  remove 
the  cold  air  and  carbonic  acid,  and  one  at  or  near  the  ceiling  to  afford 
exit  for  the  lighter  exhalatiooB  caumcTated.  The  latter  will,  of 
course,  allow  the  escape  of  A  quantity  of  warm  air,  but  as  this  can 
not  ho  separated  from  the  imparities  to  be  eliminated,  the  waste  can 
not  be  avoided.  It  may  be  closed  until  the  room  is  warmed,  and  the 
size  of  the  current  afterward  graduated  according  to  the  number  of 
{>eraons  in  the  room,  for  reasons  which  are  apparent 

The  lower  register  has  a  double  use — the  elimination  of  the  car- 
bonic acid,  aod  the  removal  of  the  colder  air.  It  is  through  this 
channel  that  the  chief  current  from  the  furnace  to  the  roof  is  to  be 
maintained,  and  upon  its  capacity  should  chiefly  depend  the  supply- 
draft  from  the  furnace,  and  the  frequency  of  the  change  of  the  whole 
body  of  the  atmosphere  in  the  chamber.  The  upper  register  need  not 
be  so  large  as  the  lower,  for  two  reasons,  vii :  Ist,  the  current  through 
it  is  a  very  strong  one,  for  the  reason  already  stated ;  2d,  this  current 
affords  no  aid  toward  heating  the  room,  but  rather  retards  it  by  carry- 
ing off  the  caloric;  its  only  purpose  is  to  separate  the  air,  and  should 
only  be  large  enough  to  prevent  the  concentration  of  the  lighter  ex- 
halations. 

In  assembly  rooms  the  air  needs  more  frequent  change,  as  more 
persons  are  breathing  it,  and  these  points  of  exit  should  have  corres- 
ponding dimensions, 

I  may  also  st«te  here  what  was  omitted  at  its  proper  place — that 
the  supply-pipe  from  the  furnace  and  the  ventilating  registers  should 
always  be  placed  at  opposite  points  of  the  room,  so  as  to  compel  the 
currents  of  air  to  traverse  the  whole  chamber.  .  , 
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SPERMATOZOA. 

BY  W.  H.  LEMON,  M.  D.,  BEAZIL,  I-fDIANA. 

In  prosecuting,  recently,  some  miaroacopic  researches  in  entomo- 
logy, in  behalf  of  the  New  Albany  Society  of  Natnral  History,  thow 
tiny  creatures  led  me  away  by  their  charming  proportions  as  they 
descended  into  the  infinitesimal  world,  until  I  found  myself  in  a  strange 
new  field,  in  search  of  the  entosthoblast  of  being — the  nucleus  of  the 
nucleolus  of  life, 

With  a  magnificent  glass,  having  a  power  of  near  seven  hnndred 
diameters,  which  it  is  my  good  fortune  to  possess,  I  have  been  able  to 
elicit  many  interesting  facts;  some  of  these  pertaining  to  human  sper- 
matozoa, may  not  be  wholly  uninteresting  to  many  of  the  profession, 
the  more  especially  so,  since  the  questions  of  excessive  fecundity  and 
sterility  are  so  often  forced  upon  us. 

The  ultimate  forms  of  animate  and  inanimate  organisms  seem  to 
merge  so  nearly  into  one  as  to  need  but  the  presence  or  absence  of 
the  same  subtle  agent  to  convert  both  into  neither  (original  inorgSDie 
atoms)  or  vitalize  the  whole,  to  bestow  at  some  future  moment  the  dis- 
tinctive elements  that  chain  the  germule  to  the  animal  or  vegetable 
tcingdom. 

Certainly,  the  world  of  forms  begin  the  monad.  From  the  huge 
creations  of  the  midieval  age,  the  mammoth  palm,  and  mastodons,  to 
the  veriest  midge  of  the  present  day,  all  began  being  alike:  at  once 
a  eytohlast  and  cell-birth,  a  spermaloxoa. 

The  pollen  of  the  plant,  and  the  itmen  of  the  animal,  may  fecun- 
date in  the  same  mysterious  manner;  and  at  some  future  day  we  may 
be  able  to  see  a  twin  brother  to  our  own  spermatozoa  in  the  fairy  dost 
of  flowers. 

A  very  recent  specimen  of  semen,  when  first  placed  under  the 
glass,  seemed  a  living  but  ill-defined  mass  of  maggots,  but  which  was 
soon  resolved  into  a  structure  of  something  like  cellular  tela  and  col- 
umnar epithelium,  floating  in  colorless  liquor  teminit,  amid  which 
sported  multiplied  thousands  of  very  young  tad-pola,  or  more  ex- 
actly, u'iggle-taiU,  like  those  of  stale  rainwater — tpermatoata.  Km- 
bryo  beings,  eh  ?  What  becomes  of  them  when  they  pierce  the  ovalei 
eb,  again? 

That  they  are  individual  vitalities,  nothing  is  clearer.     They  pos> 
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forms;  rest  or  move  as  the;  choose,  and  lire  or  die  independently. 
They  travel  in  different  directions — meet  and  pass  each  other.  One 
will  wriggle  and  lash  bis  tail  for  hours  on  the  same  spot,  while  another 
drives  past  him  with  ease,  making  a  journey  at  once,  in  about  thirty  sec- 
onds, aerosa  the  entire  field  of  the  microscope — full  the  one  thousandth 
part  of  an  inch — a  truly  wonderful  feat!  They  will  show  signs  of 
coneteroation  and  alarm,  and  dodge  from  cell  to  cell  like  lizards  hunting 
a  place  of  safety.  I  have  seen  three  and  four  packed  in  a  single  cel- 
ule  the  one-four  thousandth  part  of  an  inch  in  diameter.  Thrown 
into  the  vagina,  they  are  said  to  travel  universally  iu  the  direction  of 
their  destination,  the  uterus  and  ova;  but  on  the  glass-alide  there  is 
the  utmost  confusion,  save  among  those  on  the  outer  edge  of  the 
film  under  examinatJOD,  whose  heads  are  turned  nearly  always  toward 
the  center  of  the  mass,  caught,  as  It  dries  up,  running  for  deep  water. 
Is  that  instinct,  volition,  or  what?  As  the  school-boy  has  it,  for  the 
present,  we  will  call  it  "what." 

They  possess  a  body  or  head,  neck  and  tail.  The  body  or  head  is 
an  elipsoid  in  shape,  at  one  end  of  the  longer  axis  o**  which  is  in- 
serted the  caudal  filament  through  a  ring  or  button  that  forms  the 
neck.  Their  entire  length  will  average  about  one-twelve  hundredth 
part  of  an  inch.  The  body,  is  about  one-tentb  of  this  in  length,  and 
one-twelfth  of  it  through  the  shorter  axis;  hence  it  is  about  one- 
twelve  thousandth  of  au  inch  long,  and  less  than  one-fourteen  thou- 
sandth of  an  inch  thick.  The  neck  is  about  one-tweutictb  of  the 
body,  and  the  tail  with  a  thickness  equal  to  about  the  one-one  hun- 
dred and  sixty-eight  thousandth  of  an  inch,  has  the  wondrous  length 
of  one-twelve  hundredth  of  an  inch.  These  measurements  vary  much 
with  the  different  physical  conditions  of  the  animalcule.  While  in 
the  normal  state,  they  have  the  life-like  translucent  fullness  of  very 
young  fish;  in  dying,  they  shrink  and  blacken,  presenting  well-de- 
fined outlines.  They  show  a  clear  spot  in  the  center  of  the  body, 
which,  however,  may  not  be  owing  to  anything  peculiar  in  their  struc- 
ture, but  to  a  law  of  light. 

Not  all  specimens  of  semen  possess  spermatozoa — some  many,  some 
few;  and  in  some  again  they  are  dead:  hence  not  all  are  capable  of 
fecundating;  for  that  power,  beyond  question,  lies  in  and  depends  upon 
the  vital  spermatoEoa.  Healthy  semen  teems  with  them.  In  an  aver- 
age specimen,  recently  examined,  I  counted  three  hundred  in  the  clear 
focal  field  of  my  glass,  the  one-ten  tbonsandth  part  of  a  square  inch- 
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This  would  yield  the  enormouB  number  of  three  hundred  millioas  in  i 
cubic  inch  of  the  vital  fluid. 

It  IB  not  our  proTiDce  to  settle  the  question  of  bow  man;  are  re- 
quired to  vivify  the  ovule ;  suffice  it  to  say,  whether  odb  or  mouy,  ihii 
by  this  great  Dumber  a  beneficent  Creator  has  put  the  chances  for  pro- 
creation beyond  a  peradveature. 


CONSERVATIVE  SURGERY. 

WAYNE  ORISWOLD,    M.   D.,   CIRCLEVILLE,  OHIO. 

December  8th,  1868— Was  called  to  see  Misa  W.  While  holding 
a  chicken  for  her  brother  to  kill,  a  misdirected  blow  of  his  hstchei 
cut  off  the  end  ol  her  thumb,  takiDg  the  entire  nail,  about  one-third 
of  the  first  phalanx  and  the  entire  ball  of  the  thumb.  On  aakiiii: 
for  the  piece  of  thumb,  they  informed  me  that  it  was  rolled  up  in  i 
cloth  out  in  a  cold  room,  and  that  It  had  been  one  hour  and  ihree 
minutes  (by  the  clock)  since  the  accident.  The  mother  was  "in  greit 
tribulation  at  the  prospect  of  a  deformed  thumb  for  her  yonn» 
daughter,  and  the  child  was  still  more  worried  for  fear  she  would  not 
be  able  to  play  octaves  on  the  piano.  After  washing  the  thumb  in 
warm  water  till  it  bled  freely,  and  warming  the  piece  in  the  txtat 
manner,  it  was  placed  as  near  in  position  aa  possible  and  secured  bj 
adhesive  straps.  Left  orders  to  wet  the  thumb  (in  a  warm  weak  solu- 
tion of  carbolic  acid  in  water)  every  few  hours. 

On  the  third  day,  removed  the  dressing.  The  parts  adhercd,b<i 
the  nail  looked  blue  and  the  skin  white  and  dead.     Dressing  conlinned 

On  sixth  day,  removed  the  dead  skin  and  with  it  the  phnUc^' 
bone.  The  ball  of  the  thumb  looked  like  a  piece  of  fresh  beel' 
covered  with  purulent  matter.  Found  by  examining  with  a  gl«».> 
new  nail  starting.     Continued  the  carbolic  acid  dressing. 

The  old  nail  came  off  in  fifteen  days ;  a  new  one  took  its  pUw- 
leaving  the  thumb  perfectly  natural  except  a  little  flatness  of  ball  ftoK 
loss  of  blood.  There  is  not  a  sear  to  mark  the  place  where  the  thnab 
was  injured.  New  skin  formed  from  the  stump  up  over  the  ball.  smootL 
as  it  ever  was.  The  mother  was  left  to  rejoice  that  her  daughter  bifl 
no  thumb  deformity  and  was  again  able  to  play  the  piano  as  well  ■> 
she  did  before  the  injury. 
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MYXOMA,   OR   HYPERPLASIA   OF    THE   VILLI   OF   THE 
CHORION.  

BY   ALEXANDER  I>.    BINCLAIB,   M.    D. 


A  little  brochure  of  three  pagca,  on  a  very  old  subject,  with  a  very 
new  name.  The  first  page  relates  to  the  rarity  of  the  affection;  the 
second,  the  history  of  the  case;  and  the  third  and  last  describes  the 
Temarkahle  phenomena. 

"Mrs.  ,  let.  forty,  mother  of  seven  living  children,  youngeBt  about 

four  yeata  old,  aborted  after  her  Hrst  and  fifth  concepiions,  about  the  third 
month.  ■  ■  •  Catumenia  regular  with  some  pain,  were  last  prettent 
on  January  27lh,  1868."  Pregnancy,  "May  lOlh,  nhe  noticed  for  the  first  Ume 
her  linen  slightly  Btained  with  a  Bomcwhat  bloody  matter,  which  appeared  at 
intervals  for  the  next  four  days,  with  s  slight  pain  occasionally  felt  in  the  uterine 

Near  midnight,  on  May  14th,  "ahe  was  suddenly  seized  with  an  alarming 
bseraorrhage,  caosing  her  to  faint  and  become  pale  as  if  dead.  She  had  recovered 
her  senses  before  I  arrived,  but  tbo  pallor  which  remained,  together  with  the 
appearance  of  the  bed  on  which  slic  lay,  bore  evidence  of  a  frightful  loss  of 
blood. 

"On  examination,  the  uterus  felt  like  that  of  a  woman  in  the  fifth  month 
of  pregnancy.  The  os  rigid,  though  aufficienlly  dilated  to  admit  the  index 
finger;  hmmorrhage  had  ceased.  Careful  examination  of  the  clots  discovered 
only  ft  small  fcetua,  having  the  appearance  of  full  three  months  growth." 

A  tanpoQ  was  introduced  and  ergot  administered,  restoratives,  Sic. 

"This  dilated  the  cervix  and  excited  uterine  contractions,  expelling  large 
quantities  of  bloody  fluid,  and  <^>aque,  flaUened,  fiah-colored  bodice,  irrtgular  tn 
tilt  ajidform,  many  of  vhich  looked  like  piecu  of  decidua,  gencraUy  loayer  Ihan  Aey 
leere  uiide,  and  meaguring  abotU  liret  lo  ten  or  taeli-e  ineket  tn  Ungth;  olliert  etmatUd 
of  tuberoeilie*  strung  togtihtr  by  more  or  le»e  dongaUd  and  eontirieltd  portiont.  Many 
of  i\e»t  meaaiTtd  from  tvo  to  fir*  inehes  in  Ungth.  AU  of  IheK  hodiuwre  covered  mth 
a  Ikin  membraae  {eiod>orion),fiom  mhieh  »prung  ntimeroia  bud-Uit  proeeMes,  vanfing 
from  one  to  l\rteelinee  in  length.     No  where  did  these  growths  present  the  vericnlar 
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appearance  which  characterizes  bydatidiform  degeneralioii  of  the  chorion  riJli, 
and  when  placed  in  a  basin  of  water,  they  siuik  to  the  bottom  like  pieces  of 
flesh.  ■  •  «  •  'pi,^  quantity  of  these  bodies  discharged  would 
more  than  fill  a  quart  measnre." 

We  venture  the  presumption  aa  a  safe  one,  that  these  lines  will 
seareely  attract  the  eye  of  any  practitioner  of  any  experience  who  has 
not  CQCOuntered  hia  aimilar  case,  and  will  not  at  once  recogniie  it 
Doder  its  new  title  as  a  simple  case  of  mole,  and  of  the  variety  spoken 
of  in  the  older  obstetrical  works  as  the  mola  carnosa.  The  history  of 
the  case,  the  symptoms,  the  character  of  the  discbarge,  and  above  all, 
the  microscopical  results  decide  it  as  definitely  as  any  collection  of 
facts  can. 

"On  microscopic  examination  of  these  bodies  (which  had  he«n  in  alcohol 
for  nearly  twelve  months),  they  were  fonnd  to  consist,  essentially,  of  mncoD* 
tissue,  or  more  literally,  cells  with  here  and  there  an  indistinct  fibrous  appear- 
ance. Fatty  metamorphosis  had  commenced  in  the  tlwue.  The  largest  luber- 
ositiea  contained  mosses  of  blood  corpuscles  and  granular  debris.  No  blood 
vessels  were  found,  although  searched  for  diligently." 

What  is  a,  mole?  So  loDg  ago  as  the  time  of  Dubois  and  Velpean, 
who  wrote  during  the  formation  of  the  modern  school  of  pathology, 
a  mole  waa  regarded  as  an  "hypertrophy  of  the  villositics  of  the 
chorion."  (Chailt/  Obtt.,  p.  S3.)  And  although  opinions  have  varied 
as  to  the  primitive  point  of  departure,  i.  e.  whether  in  the  decidna  or 
the  chorion,  almost  all  agree  that  this  hypertrophy  constitutes  the 
mole.  (  Vide  resume  on  the  vesicular  or  cystic  mole  in  its  seientiGc 
and  practical  considerations,  by  Dr.  Marcus  Bloch,  Freiburg,  18S9. 
Schmidts  Jahrbiicbcr,  August,  18li9}.  Moles,  organized  fleshy  masses. 
{^Montgomery  on  the,  Signt,  &€.,  of  I'regnancif,  p.  213).  Moles,  maasa 
oarnea  (  Vogel).  Voigtel  In  describing  the  different  species  of  mole, 
"in  others,"  he  observes,  ''the  ftetus  itself  ia  deatroyed,  and  only  its 
membranes  and  the  placenta  continue  to  grow  for  a  time  and  yrt 
thickened  and  fieshj/."  For  a  good  description  of  the  mola  carnosa. 
see  La-age  t  Gchirlih^lfe,  p.  ^11. 

"  When  a  placenta  has  been  formed,  many  alteraliotts  may  occur  in  its  tinae 
in  consequence  of  hypertrophy,  inflammation  or  other  morbid  changes,  Ac 
^Vhen  thrown  ofi",  these  diseased  placengk  present  usually  the  appearance  of  a 
fleshy  mass,  being  much  thicker  and  more  solid  than  the  natural  tissue,  Ac,  and 
in  some,  (here  ia  a  &tty  degeneration."     {Hoigt,  p.  460.) 

lodeod,  we  scarcely  entertain  a  doubt  but  that  the  geatleman 
bimself  entertains  the  opinion  that  the  "  remarkable  conditioo  "  was  a 
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mole  attended  with  all  the  symptoms  occurriDg,  in  the  rule,  as  id  this 
case.  But  we  can  not  understand  why  the  matter  was  regarded  of 
such  importance  with  all  the  literature  we  possess  on  the  subject  as  to 
merit  &  re-print  from  the  transactions. 

Myxoma  is  a  beautiful  name  and  in  accord  with  Virchow's  anatom- 
ical classification  of  morbid  growths.  It  means  simply  a  tumor  of 
macoua  tissue,  and  was  used  before  Virchow  in  describing  this  very 
condition,  by  Hildebrandt.  In  the  resume  quoted  above,  occurs  the 
following  suntence:  "Of  particular  interest  is  the  occurrence  of 
partial  degeneration  of  the  coty  ledoas,  which  have  been  observed  both 
in  the  chorion  and  very  often  in  the  placentas  of  ripe  fruits.  (^Hilde- 
brandt, Myxoma  fihrot,  plac,,)  when  the  featus  is  generally  found  dead, 
badly  or  defectively  developed." 

"Myxoma  occurs  oftenerae  hyperplnalic,  more  seldom  as  heleroplosdc  fonn- 
ationfl.  To  the  first  belongs  especially  the  myxoma  of  the  placenta  (the  so-called 
grape  or  vesicular  mole),  which  coDBists  in  an  hypertrophy  of  the  mucous  tuuie  of 
the  chorin  villi  generally  in  the  entire  eirewm/erenee  of  Ike  membroTUi."  (AUgemdji  : 
Fhthoiogie,  Uhk  &  Waginr,  p.  4OO). 

"Strapman  found  the  decidua  of  a  three  months  ovum  tbiclcened 
in  place's  to  three  to  four  Hues,"  and  besides  this  general  thickening, 
several  perfectly  smooth,  somewhat  flattened  polypous  excrescences, 
with  broad  bases.  Besides  these  mucoia  maues  were  observed,  like- 
wise, other  small  polypi  with  pedicles,  in  commencement. 

Virchow  describes  a  similar  case  from  a  supposed  syphilitic  disease 
of  the  membranes,  wherein  the  large  tnucom  vtaaeg  possess  a  smooth 
surface  of  a  reddish  color.  He  considers  it  a  hyperplasia  of  the 
decidua  (Klob.  p.  557S.)  He,  Virchow,  believes  also  that  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  villi  occurs  outside  of  the  cells,  which  may  either  persist 
or  perish  by  fatty  degeneration.  The  tissue  is,  besides,  identical  with 
that  of  the  umbilical  cord. 

"  It  is  among  the  tumors  due  to  a  proliferation  of  the  mucous  tissue  that  is 
among  the  myxomata  that  hydatidiform  degenerations  also  are  now  ranged,  and 
they  are  called  myxoma  of  the  villi  of  the  chorion."  (C/tarpeniier  mr  da  Malad. 
du  Haeenla  el  da  Membrante,  p.  IS7). 

"The  mucous  tissue  exists  also  in  a  high  degreee  in  the  tissue  of  the  udiImI- 
ical  cord,  which  is  called  the  gelatine  of  Wharton."     (Cluirpentier,  loe.  eti.) 

The  most  interesting  case  of  mole,  we  may  mention  in  passing, 
which  we  have  ever  encountered,  is  recorded  in  Kloh's  Path.  Anal,  of 
fAe  Female  Sexual  Organe,  p.  529,  wherein  an  extra  uterine  pregnancy 
degenerated  to  a  mole,  while  a  mole  also  existed  in  ntero,  which  proved 
fatal  by  hiemorrhage  in  the  second  month,  dliipi'-jm/CjOOQIl' 
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The  caec  reported  then,  ia  eimplj  a  case  of  molar  pregnancy  with 
the  usual  termination,  and  occurring  at  the  time  (three  months)  nheo 
it  18  moBt  likely  to  occur,  because  of  the  increased  vascularity  st  the 
period  of  the  placental  formation,  and  from  the  fact  that  nearly  tirehe 
months  elapsed  between  the  accident  and  the  report,  the  whole  case 
bears  the  impress  to  us  of  a  resurrection  from  its  spiritual  preservation 
and  a  re-imbodiment  under  the  newer  and  more  fashionable  name. 

The  "most  remarkable  condition"  is  that  of  the  accompany idr 
plate,  which  consists  of  a  number  of  irregular  lines  enclosing  an  open 
cavity,  and  which  does  not  convey  nearly  as  good  an  idea  of  the  con- 
dition described  as  if  the  hook  had  been  suddenly  closed  on  three  or 
tonr  unfortunate  insects  between.  J.  T.  W. 


EEPORTS  ON  THE  DISEASES  OF  CATTLE  IN  THE  UNITED 
STATES,  MADE  TO  THE  COMMISSIONER  OF  AGRICUL- 
TURK,  WITH  ACCOMPANYING  DOCUMENTS. 


The  remarkable  Increase  of  disease  among  the  domestic  animals  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  last  fifteen  years,  has  attracted  general  atten- 
tion, and  the  fUct  is  of  deeper  interest  because  this  prevalence  of 
destructive  plagues  among  these  creatures  has  been  attended  by  a 
signal  exemption  of  the  human  family  from  all  epidemic  disorders. 
Except  cholera,  which  spread  over  the  continent  in  1866,  we  have  had 
DO  generally  diffused  disease  since  the  fatal  malady,  called  by  Ibe 
people  cholera  for  want  of  a  name  more  descriptive  of  its  character, 
appeared  about  fifteen  years  ago  among  our  hogs  and  the  various 
families  of  poultry.  What  connection  there  is,  if  any,  between  tbe«e 
facts  it  would  be  unprofitable,  in  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge, 
to  inquire.  But  it  can  not  be  regarded  as  uninteresting  that,  at  iiie 
time  when  man  is  enjoying  the  highest  health,  the  animals  associated 
with  him  are  suffering  from  destructive  diseases.  It  establishes  it 
least  this  fact,  that  the  causes  of  disease  are  not  common  to  him  and 
the  lower  animals.  The  "vengeful  arrows"  which  destroy  his  "doge 
and  mules,"  are  not  those  which  fasten  upon  him,  and  the  infection 
by  which  he  is  poisoned  passes  harmlessly  over  them. 
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This  Tolunie  is  devoted  to  the  cossi deration  of  the  diieaaes  of  cat- 
tle, which  have  odI;  begun  to  e2cit«  interest  in  our  country  within  the 
last  few  yearn.  In  the  summer  of  1868  an  affection  became  general 
among  the  cattle  brought  to  Cairo,  IlliooiB,  from  Texas,  and  has  been 
called,  l¥om  its  resemblance  to  a  disease  of  the  old  Spanish  cattle  on 
the  Oulf  coast,  "Spanish  fever."  It  is  more  generally  known  bj  the 
name  "Texas  Cattle  Disease."  Professor  Gamgee,  of  London,  was 
requested  by  the  Commissioner  of  Agricnltnre,  Horace  Capron,  Esq., 
to  make  a  fall  investigation  of  the  complaint,  and  this  work  consists 
chiefly  of  his  reports  on  the  subject.  The  disease,  according  to  Prof. 
Gamgee,  is  pleuro-pnenmonia,  and  is  propagated  alone  by  contagion. 
The  popular  term  murrain  was  applied,  in  times  past,  to  all  the  fatal 
affections  of  cattle.  This  has  been  sometimes  called  "pulmonary  mur- 
rain." It  has  been  lone  known  to  veterinary  surgeons,  and  much 
within  the  last  century  has  been  written  coDcerning  it  in  France,  and 
especially  in  Germany.  It  has  been  eminently  fatal  in  England  and 
Ireland  in  the  last  twenty-seven  years — two  millions  pounds  sterling 
having  been  lost  in  cattle  in  those  countries  from  the  disorder  during  that 
period.  From  England  and  Holland  the  malady  has  been  propagated 
far  and  wide.  In  1843  it  is  said  to  have  been  imported  into  Brooklyn 
by  a  cow  from  Germany,  and  the  disease  is  believed  to  have  eiisted  in 
the  neighborhood  ever  since.  From  Holland  the  infection  was  im- 
ported into  Massachusetts  in  1859.  Four  Cows  arrived  in  a  diseased 
state,  of  which  three  died  in  a  short  time,  and  the  disease  spread  rap- 
idly among  the  cattle  on  the  farm  of  the  importer.  That  the  pleuro- 
pneumonia of  cattle  is  propagated  by  coutagion  Prof.  G.  entertains  no 
doubt;  and  to  ignore  the  fact,  he  contends,  will  be  to  diffuse  the  fatal 
malady  all  over  the  whole  country.  Sick  cows  are  sold  to  the  butch- 
ers; often  put  into  droves  of  other  cattle,  to  which  they  impart  the 
contagion,  and  in  this  way  it  is  carried  to  all  the  marts  where  beef  is 
sold,  to  become  again  centers  of  contagion. 

Of  the  signs  or  symptoms  of  this  disease,  the  first  that  elicits  atten- 
tion is  a  cough,  and  this  Prof  Gamgee  has  found  always  attended  by 
fever.  In  a  herd  of  cattle  he  has  frequently  detected  individuals 
apparently  in  perfect  health,  with  a  temperature  of  one  hundred  and 
four  or  one  hundred  and  five  degrees  Fahr.,  and  never  in  such  a  case 
did  he  fail  to  discover  friction  sounds  and  loud  respiratory  murmurs, 
the  disease  having  been  already  set  np  in  the  lungs.  The  animal 
affected  first  attracts  attention  by  the  appearance  of  its  coat,  which  is 
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dull  aod  staring ;  ite  appetite  soon  fails,  its  brestbiag  becomes  quick, 
and  it  stands  motionless  with  protrnding  bend  and  arched  back,  whicli 
sufficiently  indicate  graro  disease.  Auscultation  and  percnssion  tctmI 
a  harsh  rhoncoa,  with  solidification  of  one  or  both  lungs.  Deitli, 
when  it  occurs,  takes  place  from  prostration,  suffocation,  pnnilent  fever 
or  hectic.  The  incubation  stage  of  the  disease  maj  last  eighty  dajs, 
and  usually  averages  IVom  twenty-five  to  forty;  the  acute  stage  varies 
from  seven  to  twenty-one  days.  The  mortality  varies  from  one  to 
.  ninety  per  cent,  of  the  animals  affected.  Even  in  mild  outbreaks  the 
mortality  is  seldom  below  twenty-five  per  cent.  In  England  the  usual 
cattle  mortality  hag  been  more  than  double  by  the  lung  plague,  ind 
for  many  years,  of  the  cattle  that  have  died,  fifty  per  cent,  have  fallen 
victims  to  this  fever. 

In  regard  to  the  contagiousness  of  the  cattle  plague,  Professor  G. 
remarks : 

"The  history  of  pleuro-pneumonio,  coupled  with  the  ofaservatioiu  made  oa 
the  supposed  casual  agencies  capable  of  inducing  the  disease,  are  almcet  «iill- 
cient  (o  establUh  the  purely  contagiotu  nature  of  tb»  disease;  but  there  are  ser* 
eral  important  proofs  that  deserve  mention. 

"  It  is  seen  in  all  countries  where  the  lung  plague  appears,  that  it  apreaib  ii 
proportion  to  the  opportunities  of  contagion.  It  is  worst  in  large  cities  wbeie 
cow-feeders  have  to  make  frequent  purchases.  It  is  apt  to  diminish  in  seTeritj 
80  long  aa  the  cows  are  confined  to  stables  in  the  winter,  and  different  herds  birr 
no  chance  of  approach. 

"The  high-prized  herds  of  England,  which  have  been  carefully  isolaied  bj 
their  proprietors,  have  always  remained  free  from  the  disease." 

All  the  facts  adduced  on  this  head  certainly  make  out  a  strong 
case  in  favor  of  the  nature  of  the  plague  asserted  in  the  following 
paragraphs: 

"The  lung  plague  is  a  malignant  fever,  never  generated  de  nova,  m  Iti  n 
reliable  information  has  jct  reached,  dependent  on  the  introduction  of  a  vinM 
or  a  contagion  into  Che  system  of  a  healthy  animal.  This  principle  predoMB  a 
local  change  if  inserted  into  any  part  provided  with  a  connective  or  fatty  tiwif, 
in  which  it  most  readily  penetrates.  The  game  local  change  is  produced  by  its 
contact  with  the  delicate  mucous  surface  of  the  bronchial  tubes. 

''  Viewed  in  this  light,  we  have  to  cUasily  bovine  pleuro-pneiunonia  with 
(he  contagious  fevers,  and  we  must  recognise  that  it  is  peculiar  and  different  &a« 
the  other  known  diseases  of  man  or  animals.  The  ordinary  phenomena  of 
ioflammationa  are  but  superadded  conditiona,  and  an  animal  may  have  the 
disease  without  indicating  their  presence." 
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The  medical  treatment  of  this  dieesBe  bas  not  been  eatiBfactory,  aod 
as  to  the  treatment  in  geDeral  use,  Prof.  (i.  remarks  that  it  is  worse — 
useless.  Bleeding  was  at  one  time  extensively  practiced,  especially 
in  England,  but  it  is  now  almost  entirely  abandoned.  The  remedy  to 
which  Prof.  Q.  attaches  most  importance,  is  iron  in  the  form  of  the 
sisquichloride  or  sulphate,  which  he  gives  with  the  view  of  smothering 
the  exudation' into  the  lungs.  A  drachm  mixed  with  coriander  seed 
in  bran,  is  freely  eaten,  and  has,  he  thinks,  often  arrested  the  distem- 
per. But  it  is  evident  from  all  that  has  been  written  on  the  subject, 
that  a  great  deal  ia  not  to  be  expected  from  medical  treatment  in  this 
complaint  when  once  firmly  established,  and  hence  the  greater  import- 
ance of  prophylatic  meaeures  by  which  it  may  be  prevented  from 
spreading.  These  consist  in  separating  the  healthy  part  of  the  herd 
at  once  from  the  diseased  animals,  and  in  inoculating  those  which  have 
been  exposed  to  the  infection.  Our  author  is  fully  persuaded  of  the 
efficacy  of  inoculation  in  securing  at  least  a  temporary  immunity  from 
the  disease.  He  is  not  sure  that  a  permanent  security  is  given  by  the 
operation.  At  the  same  time  that  this  exemption  is  secured,  there  is 
no  danger  of  developing  the  plague  by  inoculation.  The  tip  of  the 
tail  is  the  point  most  favorably  chosen  for  inserting  the  virus,  which 
is  tbe  fluid  obtained  from  the  lungs  of  an  animal  in  the  first  stages  of 
the  disorder. 

If  the  conclusions  at  which  veterinarians  have  arrived  in  regard  to 
the  contagiousness  of  this  disorder,  and  the  practicability  of  avoiding 
it  by  inocujatingpiealthy  animals,  should  be  sustained  by  future  observa- 
tion, the  terrors  of  this  plague  will  be  substantially  annihilated. 

From  this  interesting  report  of  Prof.  Gamgee,  it  would  appear  that 
diseased  cattle  in  great  numbers  had  been  slaughtered  and  sold  by 
butchers  in  all  countries  whore  the  lung-plague  has  prevailed,  and  it 
is  a  note-worthy  fact  that  in  no  instance  does  disease  in  man  seem  to 
have  originated  from  the  use  of  such  flesh. 

Splenic  fever  is  the  subject  of  an  elaborate  report  by  Prof,  Gamgee. 
The  disease  is  not  contagious.  It  is  hardly  amenable  to  treatment. 
Quarantine  ia  the  measure  for  preventing  Itji  dissemination. 

These  reports  are  highly  interesting  to  agriculturalists  engaged  in 
raising  cattle,  and  they  are  also  instructive  to  the  physician.  We  hope 
the  investigations  will  be  continued,  and  that  important  results  will 
follow  the  efforts  of  government  in  this  direction. 
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THE  SCIENCE  AND  ART  OP  SUEGERY :  BEING  A  TREATISE 
ON  SURGICAL  INJURIES,  DISEASES  AND  OPERATIONS, 


BY  30nn  EBtC  ERICKSEN, 
r  Surgeon  lo  CnlT^nll^  Collrgs  UmpIikI,  iDd  Iloltpn  Profnaur  of  CHdJoiI  Sursrr;  in  C^- 
inltj  Cnlli««,  Liindon.    rrooi  Ihs  linli  CDlargBd  snd  ursfnlljr  fotImhI  Uindon  fdlllcn. 

bf  Inns  A>HBUB>T.  Ji.,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Vi»-Pii»id«i*of  tha  Pfaitukl- 

phln  Puhotoglul  SoclBt;,  SDrseuD  id  lb«  EpLKa£>l  UosplliJ, 

(IColc.   Philkdolphli:   II«nrr  C.  Lm.   1800.  J'p.  1288, 


Atnoog  the  various  works  issued  frem  tbo  medical  press  of  this 
country,  during  the  present  year,  this  edition  of  the  "Science  and  Art 
of  Surgery"  dtands  pre-cmiaout  both  for  its  intrinsic  value  and  ib 
handsome  appearance. 

Through  four  editions  the  work  is  so  well  known  to  the  profession 
that  any  extended  notice  of  it  here  would  be  entirely  superfiaoos;  for 
we  believe  it  to  be  generally  admitted  that  no  single  work,  either 
American  or  foreign,  pertaining  to  the  principles  and  practice  of  sur- 
gery, has  been  so  universally  received  with  favor  a»  this  of  Professor 
Kricksen.  For  ourselves,  we  may  be  permitted  to  say,  that  for  the 
last  ten  years  wc  have  been  in  ike  constant  habit  of  referring  to  "  Erick- 
sen,"  when  beset  by  doubts  and  difficulties  in  the  managment  of  our 
Hurgical  cases;  and  owing  to  the  completeness  of  the  work  in  details 
relating  to  the  pathology,  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  the  affecticos 
falling  within  the  domain  of  surgery,  wc  have  seldom  failed  of  obtaia- 
iiig  the  information  sought. 

The  fifth  London  edition,  from  which  this  is  prepared,  is  in  two 
volumes;  but  by  greatly  enlarging  the  page,  the  American  publisher 
has  presented  the  English  edition  complete  in  a  single  large  though 
not  unwieldly  volume.  Tlie  improvemeuta  in  this  edition,  as  clearly 
stated  in  the  preface,  are,  "The  whole  work  has  been  remodeled;  inanj 
of  the  wood-cuts  have  been  re-drawn,  and  nearly  one  hundred  w* 
ones  added.  Some  chapters  have  been,  in  a  great  measure,  re-writ(«B. 
and  much  now  matter  has  been  added  beyond  the  mere  general  enlarge- 
ment of  the  work.  The  additions  thus  made  have  not  been  confined 
to  any  one  particular  part,  but  have  been  widely  and  generally  dts- 
tribat«d  through  the  various  subjects  of  which  the  work  treats;"  mai 
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in  them  are  preMtttad  a  Botice  of  tbe  more  important  recent  advancea 
in  tbe  eoienoe  of  rargerj,  and  the  resnlts  of  the  more  extended  expe- 
rieoce  of  tbe  anther  in  the  practice  of  its  art. 

The  chapter  deroted  to  ophthmalic  ani^ry  is  written  by  Mr. 
Sheatfield,  one  of  the  ophthalmic  snrgeons  to  Unrvereitj  College 
HoBpital,  and  adds  much  to  tbe  Talne  of  the  work.  The  chapter 
on  syphilis  has  been  re-arranged  by  Mr.  Berkley  Hill,  nirgeon  to 
the  Lock  Hospital,  London.  And  the  snbjects  of  general  surgical 
diseases,  inclnding  pyeema,  scrofnla,  and  tumors,  have  been  revised 
by  Dr.  Alexander  Bmce ;  while  others  have  assisted  in  other  braaches. 
The  additions  made  to  the  work  by  Dr.  Ashhnrt  are  of  especial 
interest,  and  consist  mainly  of  sncfa  practical  matters  as  have  been 
omitted  by  the  author  in  relation  to  American  snrgery;  and  we  believe 
tbe  general  verdict  will  be  that  the  American  editor  has  performed  his 
work,  both  as  a  text-book  for  tbe  student  and  as  a  work  of  reference 
for  the  practitioner,  at  tbe  same  time  ve  observe  several  instaoces  in 
which  we  think  a  brief  notice  of  the  atatiatica  collected  by  American 
surgeons,  in  relation  to  certain  operations  and  accidents  might  have 
been  inserted  with  advantage. 

A  well  arranged  table  of  contente  and  a  copious  index  reader  the 
work  convenient  as  one  of  reference.  In  tbe  way  of  paper,  printing 
and  binding,  tbe  work  ie  superb.  J.  R.  W. 


A  MANUAL   OF   ELEMENTARY  CHEMISTRY— THEORET- 
ICAL AND  PRACTICAL. 

BY   aSO.   FOWNS,    F.   B.   S., 

Lite  Praftnor  of  Pnclieal  Ctwraliti?  Id  Unlnnltjr  Colkge,  LondoB.    Edllod  by  Kobt,  DrldgM, 

M.  n.,  Pnifewc  In  th«  miMMphU  CoU*ea  of  PbirmuT.    Publlahcd  bj 

BmtjC.  lM,Pblbd*lptai*,  IBM.    Foi  hU  b7  Kobl. 

Clarke  t  Co.,  Glnclnull. 

The  publishers  have  given  ua  this  re-print  from  the  tenth  revised 
and  corrected  English  edition;  tlie  notes,  together  with  a  nnmber  of 
illustrations  having  been  added  by  the  American  editor.  Fownes'  chem- 
istry has  long  enjoyed  the  favor  of  students,  more  especially  of  those 
directing  their  attention  to  the  science  of  medicine,  and  this  edition, 
fairly  representing,  as  it  does,  the  present  condition  of  the  science, 
will,  we  are  sure,  continue  to  hold  the  favor  it  has  so  long  eigoyed. 
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It  is  tltfl  text-book  rMoameuled  by  tBtny,  if  Dot  most  (rf  eir 
medical  lectnrcTi,  ksd  ■  more  complete  expose  of  the  aali)eet  eaa  bM 
be  fonnd  in  any  work  of  ita  flixe.  About  ooe-kalf  of  ihe  work  u 
devoted  to  organie  obcmutrf,  the  greater  part  of  wbiefa  ]u9  been 
re-vriUen  aad  t!kot«  additions  made  ^iefa  bare  be^  rendered  Beoei- 
earj  by  recent  inveatagations  asd  diaoeverias.  The  latter  part,  abo«t 
fort;  pagM,  18  derated  to  animal  chMiiiatrf  j  this  faaa  been  entirely 
reviged.  The  work  ia  anfaetantially  booad,  prinlad  on  good  p«por, 
iu  email  bat  clear  type,  embncing  mnck  iaformaiion  ia  a  eompa.-'t 
aad  coBTeniefit  form  for  «m.  Wa  know  of  bo  work  on  tbe  snb- 
jeot  more  deaerring  of  a  place  in  the  library  of  either  pinotitionar  or 
student  of  medieine.  A.  W.  P. 
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A  BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH  OF  BR.  B.  F.  SHUUABD. 

BT  LUmrOKD  p.  Ti.Nl>BLL,  U.  D. 

The  subject  of  the  following  memoir  was  known  aa  a  man  of  sci- 
ence wherever  Geology  is  euttivated;  and  it  is  in  thia  character  thit 
his  name  commands  the  highest  respect  of  men.  But  he  was  also  a 
physician  of  note,  and  at  the  time  of  his  deaA  was  puramig  his  pro- 
fession anoceasfiilly  as  a  teacher  and  a  praotatjoner  in  one  of  the  lead- 
ing cities  of  oar  country.  Hb  professional  life  presents  some  poiats 
of  unusual  interest.  It  affords  an  Instance  of  the  attusment  of  dis- 
tinction in  two  puranila  foreign  from  ea^  other — ^bolh  demanding 
much  time  and  severe  mental  ap|dication;  and  4m  rarer  example 
of  suecesa  in  the  practice  of  physic,  after  having  deserted  it  diron^ 
a  number  of  years  for  another  profession.  Tbe  nuny  friends  attached 
to  him  by  bis  social  virtnee  and  aeientific  attainmenta,  have  a  rigM 
to  expect  Bome  enduring  record  of  his  nscful  and  bonomUe  life; 
and  it  is  with  the  view  of  meeting  to  some  extent  this  jnal  expecta- 
tion, as  well  as  to  satisfy  tbe  claims  of  friendship  that  this'  memorial 

]>r.  Benjamin  Franklin  Shumard  was  born  in  Lancaster,  Peanyl' 
vania,  on  the  24th  of  November,  1820,  of  piona  and  respeotahle  pueats. 
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His  father,  Mr.  John  Shmnard,  was  a  descead^nt  of  the  Hugne: 
Qots,  and  received  in  his  youth  careful  meaUl  fud  moral  traioiog. 
Evincing  decided  piety  vhea  youog,  he  wu  educated  for  the  mioietry 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  The  dajr  had  been  appointed  for 
his  ordinatioB,  when  be  suddenly  d^lared  hiji  iotention  to  quit  divinity 
and  engage  in  some  bniloess  by  vhich  money  might  be  made.  Hie 
fViends  remonatrated  against  his  change  of  purpose  in  vun.  He  was  of 
a  somewhat  stobbara  temper,  and  it  is  possible  that  they  were  not 
entirely  judiciona  in  the  manner  of  opposing  his  determination.  An 
old,  gray  haired  minister,  to  whom  he  was  groatly  attached,  expostn- 
lated  with  hiija  feelingly  against  his  conjrae,  and  inding  him  immova- 
ble, closed  his  argument  with  the  prediction,  that  "though  he  might 
make  money,  he  would  never  be  rich" — a  prediction  which  was  liter- 
ally fulfilled.  About  a  year  after  this  event  he  married  Miss  Ann 
Catherine  Gets,  of  Lancaster.  He  had  become  a  merchant,  and  was 
in  prosperous  business.  His  proipeote  at  the  time  of  his  marriage 
were  eneouraging,  but  he  grew  restless,  and  in  changing  from  place  to 
place  in  a  few  years  wasted  not  only  his  own  means,  but  the  little 
patrimony  of  his  wife.  He  was  iDdnstrions,  punctual,  energetic,  but  - 
the  desire  of  change  operated  as  a  bar  to  success  notwithstanding  his 
good  moral  and  business  habits.  But  amid  all  his  failures  as  a  merchant, 
he  never  lost  sight  of  tiie  interests  of  his  family;  and,  allhoi^h  gen^ 
erally  straightened  in  his  circumstances,  be  found  means  to  keep  bis 
children  at  school.  T|ro  of  his  sons  received  a  professional  educatioo. 
He  was  earefu)  about  the  moral  training  of  his  children,  and,  always 
truthful  himadf,  unpress«d  iq>on  them  early  the  sacred  doty  of  adhe- 
ring at  alt  times  strictiy  to  the  truth.  At  one  period  of  his  life  his 
mufortuiMs  rendered  him  almo^  desperate,  and  i*  was  feared  that  he 
wonld  become  a  slave  to  the  vice  by  which  so  nuny  men,  under  the 
pressure  .of  p^Duuiary  disasters,  are  ruined.  But  his  strong  will,  hia 
early  religious  principle*,  and  the  salutary  influence  of  a  judicious 
wife  and  devoted  (ons  prevailed,  and  h«  died  in  the  communion  of  the 
church  in  which  he  was  reared^  cheered  in  hu  declining  years  by  see- 
iXMg  his  ehildren  prosperous  in  Hfe,  and  two  of  his  sone  rising  to  dis- 
tinction. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Shnmard,  Mr.  Peter  Gets,  was  a  man  of  decided 
talents.  He  was  an  inventor,  of  a  mechanical  genius,  and  had  great 
foDdnesR  for  geaeral  science.  He  entered  the  navy  as  midshipman,  in 
18^2,  at  Hkp  opening  of  our  !a«t  war  with  England,  and  was  w>tb  Law- 
reBCP  at  the  battle  of  the  Hornet  and  the  Peacock.    After  a  short 
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service  he  left  the  navy,  and  was  appoiotcd  a  Uentenant  in  the  irmy, 
in  vrhich  capacity  he  served  to  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  saccei- 
aiveiy,  at  different  periodB,  a  pnblisher,  an  editor,  a  bookseller,  and  m 
author,  and  when  be  died  was  mayor  of  the  city  of  Beading.  He 
claimed  to  have  invented  the  first  fire-engine  nsed  in  America.  At 
one  time  he  was  connected  with  the  geoentl  Ckiverament  as  inspecMr 
of  arms,  and  in  some  official  capacity  made  two  or  three  voyages  to 
Europe  iu  the  service  of  the  war  department.  His  daughter  inher- 
ited his  taste  for  letters,  which  he  took  pains  to  cnltivate,  and  tU%. 
conjoined  with  a  sound  judgment,  deep  piety  and  a  natural  sweetness 
of  disposition,  rendered  ber  one  of  the  most  valuable  of  mothers. 
Mr.  Getz  merits  the  consideration  of  American  physicians  as  the  early 
patron  and  IViend  of  Dr.  John  Eberle,  so  long  esteemed  one  of  the 
ornamenta  of  our  profession.  Mr.  Eberle,  who  lived  in  the  ume 
town  with  him,  had  not  the  means  to  improve  his  son's  mind  as  he 
wished.  Mr.  Getz  was  impressed  with  the  taste  for  study  and  aptitude 
to  learn  displayed  by  young  Kberle,  and  not  only  encouraged  his 
father  to  send  him  to  school,  bat'assisted  him  with  the  means  of  giv- 
ing him  a  thorough  education.  He  was  not  spared  to  see  his  yonng 
townsman  reach  the  eminence  which  he  ultimately  attained  as  a 
teacher  and  author,  but  he  lived  long  enough  to  see  him  rising  into 
the  highest  rank  as  a  practitioner  in  Philadelphia. 

In  1836  the  father  of  Dr.  Shumard  removed  to  CinciuDati,  and  he 
was  placed  soon  afterwards  at  Miami  University,  in  Oxford,  Ohio, 
where  he  remained  three  years.  Here,  as  always  before  whea  at 
school,  he  made  good  use  of  his  time.  He  was  a  diligent  student,  and 
acquired  accurate  knowledge  of  the  branches  of  study  to  which  be 
applied  himself.  His  father  removed  to  Philadelphia  befbrebewu 
ready  to  take  the  degree  of  A.  B.,  and  be  was  sent  two  years  after- 
wards to  attend  a  course  of  lectures  in  the  Jefferson  Medical  College. 
After  one  winter  in  that  institution,  his  fhther  removing  to  Louisville, 
he  became  the  private  pupil  of  Prof.  QranrBf^  entered  the  Medical 
Institute  of  Louisville  In  1841.  At  the  end  of  his  second  course  ia 
the  Institute  he  received  his  doctor's  degree,  to  which  he  had  fully 
entitled  himself  by  years  of  diligent  study.  Is  a  large  gradnatiii^ 
class,  it  is  safe  to  say,  that  not  a  student  ezceHed  him  in  the  extent  or 
accuracy  of  his  attainments. 

That  stage  of  his  career  was  now  reached  the  most  anxlooB  in  Ute 
life  of  a  young  professional  man,  when  he  had  to  select  a  home  and 
set  up  in  his  profession  for  himself.    The  world  was  all  bebre  Iub 
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wliero  to  chooBO,  aad  he  kaev  that  it  waa  entirely  upon  hia  own  efforts 
that  he  had  henceforth  to  rely  for  the  means  to  make  himself  comfort- 
able and  independent  in  the  world.  Something  led  him  to  fix  upon 
Hodgenville,  a  small  town  in  Keatucky,  south  of  LouisTilie,  as  his 
place  of  abode;  and  here,  a  few  months  after  he  received  his  degree, 
he  opened  an  office  and  modestly  tendered  his  professional  services 
to  the  great  public. 

The  novitiate,  proverbially  trying  to  the  patience  of  young  pro- 
fessional men,  waa,  in  the  case  of  Dr.  Shumard,  more  than  Dsaally 
tedious  and  diecouragiog.  With  his  manners  and  tastes  it  is  doubt- 
ful whether  he  would  have  commanded  early  success  any  where.  His 
habits  were  those  of  a  scholar  brought  np  in  a  city,  and  all  bis  tastes 
inclined  him  to  the  cultivation  of  scienoe  rather  than  the  acquaintance 
of  men.  The  people  among  whom  he  settled,  though  intelligent  and 
capable  of  appreciating  professional  merit,  had  been  accustomed  to 
look  for  sociability  in  those  who  sought  thoir  favor.  Besides  a  native 
modesty  which  made  Dr.  Shumard  retiring,  the  love  of  natural  history 
had  become  with  him  a  passion,  and  this  tended  constantly  to  draw 
him  away  from  society  and  from  his  office.  Instead  of  seeking  prac- 
tice, he  spent  a  good  share  of  his  time  in  the  woods  and  fields  esploring 
the  geological  formations  of  his  neighborhood,  and  making  collections 
of  objects  of  natural  science.  The  people  had  no  just  conception  of 
the  dignity  of  such  employment.  They  could  not  understand  him. 
He  was  looked  upon  generally  as  eccentric,  and  by  maoy,  perhaps,  as 
not  in  his  right  mind.  It  was  evident  to  all  that,  at  the  least,  his 
heart  was  not  in  bis  profession,  and  very  naturally  but  few  were  dis- 
posed to  seek  his  serviees  as  a  physician.  Ho  made  many  friends  in 
Hodgenville,  of  all  iu  fact  who  were  brought  in  contact  with  him,  and 
was  greatly  esteemed,  especially  by  his  professional  brethren,  for  his 
high  cultivation  of  mind,  his  refinement  of  taste  and  manners,  and  his 
amiable  character;  but  his  progress  as  a  practitioner  was  so  slow  that 
in  less  than  a  year  he  determined  to  quit  the  country  and  return  to 
Louisville.  This  step  was  extremely  disheartening  to  his  father,  who 
had  experienced  in  his  own  case  the  evils  of  instability,  and  was  by 
no  means  pleased  at  the  display  of  so  decided  a  taste  for  natural  sci- 
ence in  his  son.  On  the  return  of  the  young  doctor  to  his  house  he 
remarked  to  a  friend,  that  he  "  was  afraid  Benjamin  had  so  many  locks 
in  bis  bead  that  there  waa  no  room  left  in  it  for  medicine."  Mrs. 
Shumard,  it  is  interesting  to  remark,  was  more  hopeful  in  regard  to 
her  eon.    She  was  not  displeased  by  his  devotion  to  geologioa|l^^^i^^^^> 
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but  encooraged  him  (o  attempt  to  win  &  name  as  a  cnltivktor  of  tht 


lo  the  late  Pror.  Cohb,  Dr.  Shnmard  met  a  congenial  spirit,  a  frienl 
who  appreciated  his  Ado  powers  of  mind  and  sympathised  in  his  lore  of 
the  Btndy  of  nature,  and  Who,  aa  a  professional  anatomist,  was  qualified 
to  asust  him  in  analysing  the  stractnre  of  the  hy-gone  races  of  animili 
that  once  tenanted  our  gIol>e.  Together  they  explored  all  the  locali- 
ties so  rich  in  organic  remains  in  the  neighborhood  of  LonisTille,  and 
made  collections  of  their  fossils.  In  this  way  Dr.  Shnmard  wm 
diverted  more  and  more  ^om  his  profession,  and  yet  there  were  lodi- 
cations  of  growth  in  his  business,  which  showed  that  he  might  suc- 
ceed as  a  practitioner  if  he  woald  devote  himself  to  practice. 

In  the  sammer  of  1846,  M.  fidward  de  YerDeuil,  President  of  die 
Geological  Society  of  France,  in  the  coarse  9f  a  tour  to  determix 
the  parallelism  of  the  })al(BOloic  formations  of  North  America  with 
those  of  Europe,  Tisted  LonisVille,  and  in  those  researches  was  mate- 
rially aided  by  the  knowledge  of  Dr.  Sbamaxd,  who  had  made  the 
geology  of  Kentucky  a  special  stndy.  That  eminent  geoli^ist  expres- 
sed the  greatest  delight  at  finding  in  the  Louisville  collections  fossib 
so  analogons  to  many  in  his  own  cabinet  at  home  as  to  fix  beyond 
doubt  the  equivalency  of  the  corresponding  deposits ;  and  u  a  token 
of  his  regard  for  the  young  geologist  of  Kentucky,  and  of  his  appre- 
ciation of  the  services  which  he  had  rendered  to  science,  presented 
him  with  a  copy  of  his  splendid  work  on  the  Palteontotogy  of  Rossia. 
Dr.  David  Dale  Owen  was  in  Louisville  at  the  same  time,  and  like  H. 
de  Verneuil,  was  struck  with  Dr.  Shumard's  attainments,  and  the 
energy  and  seal  with  which  he  was  prosecuting  geological  science. 
Having  on  band  the  geological  survey  of  the  north-western  Territoriea, 
under  the  direction  of  Congress,  he  appointed  Dr.  Shnmard  a  few 
months  afterwards  one  of  his  assistants  in  that  great  work. 

The  large  volumes,  issued  successively  by  Congress,  containing 
reports  on  the  geology  of  Iowa,  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota,  rank  among 
the  great  scientfic  productions  of  onr  country ;  and  the  contoibntaons  by 
Dr.  Shnmard  impart  to  them  a  large  share  of  their  valne.  Daring 
the  winter  of  1846-7,  be  worked  with  Dr.  Owen  in  his  laboratory,  at 
New  Harmony,  analysing  minerals  and  soils,  and  preparing  his  report 
for  the  press.  In  the  spring  of  1847,  before  taking  the  field  again, 
he  prepared,  in  conjunction  with  the  writer,  a  paper  which  appeared 
in  the  October  number  of  the  Wett«rn  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Snr- 
yery,  under  the  title  of  "Contributions  to  the  Geology  of  Kentucky." 
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This  memoir,  irfaicb,  it  is  bat  jaet  to  mj,  owes  its  ektef  Boientifio 
interest  to  bis  pen,  aUracted  DDuanal  attention  at  home  and  abroad,  and 
was  complimented  by  many  European  geologists.  It  was  prononnced 
by  the  best  crities  a  real  contribution  to  geological  science,  aad  is  still 
referred  to  by  all  writers  who  have  occasion  to  notice  the  organic 
remains  of  Kentncky.  Its  claims  to  the  eonsideration  of  medieal  men 
rest  QpOD  the  oonDeetioD  which  is  shown  in  it  to  exist  between  certain 
geological  formations  and  partlcalar  diseases. 

He  continued  to  labor  in  the  snrrey  of  the  Territories,  under  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  until  18A0,  when  he  made  a  voyage  to 
Oregon  with  Dr.  John  Evans,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  geological 
reconDoiasance  of  that  Territory.  The  work  oecvpied  him  eighteen 
months,  and  the  paleeontological  report  of  the  surrey  was  written  by  him . 
He  returned  to  Lonisville  in  18R2 ;  and  on  the  18th  of  November,  in  that 
year,  married  Miss  E.  M.  Allen,  a  lady  whose  love  of  seience,  domestic 
virtueq  and  fine  literary  accomplishments  heightened  the  useftilness  as 
well  as  the  charm  of  his  subsequent  life.  For  nearly  a  year  after  bis 
return  from  Oregon,  he  was  employed  on'the  palseontology  of  the  Red 
Biver  Exploration,  which  had  just  been  completed  by  hit  brotiier,  the 
late  Dr.  George  G.  Shamard,  in  connection  with  Oapt.  B.  B.  Msrcy. 
He  was  eqnally  at  home  in  the  field  making  surveys  and  determining 
the  relative  ages  of  formations,  and  in  his  stndy  writing  reports  and 
authenticating  the  genera  and  species  of  fossils;  and  his  powers  of 
observation,  his  patience  and  accaraoy  rendered  his  researches  emi- 
nently trustworthy.  His  commnnicatioos  bore  unmistakable  evidence 
of  learning  and  fidelity,  and  were  always  accepted  as  ftom  the  hand 
of  a  master. 

In  1863  he  was  invited  by  Prof  Swallow  to  take  the  position  of 
Assistant  Geologist  and  Palno otologist  in  the  Hissonri  Geological 
Surrey,  and  that  year  removed  to  St.  Louis.  It  was  in  a  subordinate 
station  still  that  he  was  destined  to  exert  bis  great  faculties  end  employ 
the  lai^  stores  of  his  knowledge.  From  the  time  of  his  first  employ- 
ment on  a  geological  survey,  he  was  qualified  for  thb  foremost  position ; 
but  though  his  qualifications  were  recognized  by  men  of  science 
everywhere,  they  had  been  hitherto  overlooked  by  those  who  held  the 
power  of  appointing  to  office.  As  assistant  he  labored  five  years  in 
the  geological  survey  of  Missouri,  when,  at  last,  he  received  an  appoint- 
ment worthy  of  his  reputation.  In  1858  he  was  invited  by  Governor 
Bunnels,  of  Texas,  to  make  a  geological  survey  of  that  State.  The 
compliment  was  hardly  more  gratifying  to  Dr.  Shumard  thaditi  hid  . 
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Mends,  who  had  beeom«  impatieBt  at  seeing  him  so  long  kept  to  the 
back  ground.  They  felt  that  now,  for  the  first  time,  hs  was  in  a  sita- 
atioo  to  receiTa  full  credit  fur  hia  labors. 

He  eateied  npon  the  gceat  work  with  enthuaiasm  and  in  the  expec- 
tation of  being  able  to  proseciite  it  to  its  completion.  For  two  yean 
he  pnraned  it  indutrionsly,  and  had  progieiaed  so  far  in  it  as  to  make 
a  reconnoisuncQ  of  almost  the  entire  eastern  and  middle  portions  of 
the  Slate;  and  the  specimens  collected  daring  the  surrey  were 
amnged  preparatory  to  writii^  hb  report,  when  Gen.  Hooston,  who 
had  jnst  been  elected  CloTcmor,  removed  him  ftvm  offioe  to  mike 
room  for  one  of  hui  political  supporters.  In  the  coarse  <^  his  explo- 
ration, Dr.  Shumard  had  made  interesting  disoovertea.  The  geologieil 
depOBile  of  Texas  were  ascertained  to  be  the  moat  complete  of  uj 
series  elaewheie  known  on  the  continent  of  North  Amerios,  ranging 
from  the  mostancient  strata  up  to  the  latest  tertiary  formations.  If  the 
surrey  had  been  completed,  diere  can  not  be  a  doabt  that  it  would 
bare  presented  results  of  immense  value  to  the  State,  and  of  great 
interest  to  the  scientifio  woMd.  As  it  is.  Dr.  Shumard  indioated  the 
wealth  of  the  field  which  remains  to  be  developed  by  future  explorers. 
His  iVienda  had  great  hopes  that  be  might  be  recalled  to  the  work, 
and  there  is  reason  to  beliere  that  he  would  have  bees  reinstated  ia 
office  if  the  survey  had  gone  on.  But  a  short  time-after  its  intermp- 
tion  the  war  unfortunately  broke  out  and  put  an  end  to  geologicil 
surreys  in  our  country  for  the  time.  He  retnrned  with  his  family  to 
St.  Lonis,  but  atill  indulging  hopes  that  he  should  soon  be  able  to 
resume  his  geological  labors.  He  conid  not  persuade  himself  Uiat  wir 
would  be  waged  between  the  Stetea ;  but  as  it  went  on,  month  aftet 
month,  he  at  last  turned  reluctantly  away  from  his  darling  schcmet. 
Geology  no  longer  promised  him  employment,  and  he  was  compelled 
to  return  to  medicine  for  the  means  of  supporting  his  young  family. 
It  was  in  March,  1861,  that  he  removed  to  St.  Loub  frgm  Austin,  ind 
after  waiting  for  a  few  months  in  vain  for  the  return  of  peace,  he 
opened  an  office.     - 

"For  two  or  three  years,"  says  a  friend  in  a  letter  written  to  me 
since  his  death,  "it  was  a  pretty  hard  struggle  with  him,  but  success 
at  lost  crowned  his  efforts.  He  was  always  the  industrious,  hard-work- 
ing student  you  knew  him  years  ago,  with  the  same  determination  to 
succeed.  Few  persons  seemed  to  suspect  that  under  his  susvity  of 
manner  and  gentUnesH  of  character  he  bore  ho  strong  a  will.  If  he 
determined  to  do  a  thing,  it  was  done  in  spite  of  oil  opposition- 
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Having  once  decided  ■■  Vie  own  miod  that  a  principle  wm  correct, 
be  adhered  to  it  at  all  basards." 

In  a  letter  to  ne,  writtes  some  time  after  ike  oloee  of  the  var, 
referring  to  the  Mme  matter,  be  said:  "You have  learned  that  I  haTe, 
in  «  measure,  abandvned  geology;  and,  ranch  to  yoir  aarpriee,  no 
donbt,  rs»amed  the  practice  of  physic,  after  being  out  of  the  pro- 
fession well  nigh  fifteen  years.  I  was  driven  to  it  at  the  conrmencement 
of  the  war,  as  geoli^  vaa  then  pretty  well  'played  oat.'  I  had  to 
practice  medieine  or  starre,  and  of  eonree  did  not  hesitate  long  which 
alterDatire  to  choose.  I  have  been  eminently  snoeessfal  in  the  end, 
and  my  praetioe  is  beoomiag  qnibe  InoratiTe.  The  strangest  part  of 
the  matter  is  that  I  have  beeome  almost  as  bsncb  in  love  with  medi- 
cine as  I  once'was  with  geology." 

He  was  elected  Professor  of  Obstetrics  in  the  tTniversity  of  Mis- 
souri in  the  antnmn  of  1866,  and  lectured  aeeeptably  in  that  school 
two  winters.  "My  professorship,"  b«  remarked  in  the  letter  referred 
to,  "yields  me  something,  and  I  am  rather  fond  of  leotnring."  Be- 
fore the  beginning  of  another  terra  he  had  a  hemorrhage  of  the  lunge, 
which  proved  to  be  the  precursor  of  phthisis.  He  was  in  too  enfeebled 
a  condition  to  attempt  to  lecture,  as  he  had  hoped  to  do,  and  was 
obliged  to  have  the  course  delivered  by  a  medical  friend.  His  health 
had  beeM  evidently  deQliaing  for  several  months,  but  he  attributed  his 
failing  strength  to  bronofaitis.  From  the  middle  of  January  lastnntJt 
he  died  he  declined  rapidly,  and  in  March,  by  the  advice  of  his  med- 
ical attendant,  left  home  to  try  the  effects  of  a  milder  climate.  He 
took  passage  on  the  ill-fated  steamer  Ruth,  for  New  Orleans.  The 
boat  wss  burned  on  the  Mississippi  above  Vicksburg,  and  h«  suffered 
much  from  the  excitement  and  from  exposure  to  oold.  An  attack  of 
pneumonia  was  the  oonaequeuoe.  He  returned  immediately  home, 
and  died  in  the  bosom  of  bis  ftmily  on  the  14th  of  April,  in  the  forty- 
ninth  year  of  his  age. 

At  the  time  of  Dr.  Shumard's  death,  he  was  President  of  the  St. 
Louis  Academy  of  Science.  He  was  also  a  corresponding  member  of 
the  Geological  Society  of  London,  of  the  Qeological  Society  of 
France,  of  the  Imperial  Oeoli^cal  Society  of  Vienna,  of  the  Imperial 
Geological  Society  of  Hermstadt,  of  the  Academies  of  Science  of 
PbiUdelphiH,  California,  Cincinnati,  New  Orleans,  and  of  many  others. 
By  all  the  Societies  at  home  his  death  was  noticed  at  the  time,  and 
resolutions  were  passed  honorable  to  his  memory.  It  was  declared  in 
«ne  of  those  adopted  in  the  Academy  of  Science  of  St.  Loui^  ".th(U:l  . 


iM  WMTfcUr  JOPRMAL  OF   HEBICtlie. 

the  Aeidemj  hu  beei  deprived  of  *n  ernaineDt  of  whieb  it  hat  no 
equal,  and  of  a  leader  and  fell ov -laborer  that  it  can  scarely  hope  te 
replace;  that  his  naine  has  been  ■■  honor  to  as  for  #hieh  no  distine- 
tlon  that  We  ha*s  been  able  to  eonfer  npon  him  eoHld  he  deened  in 
equivalent."  B;  a  member  of  the  8t  Lonis  Medical  Soeietj  it  iru 
jnitl;  remarked  Aat  teit  men  of  hia  age  In  onr  oonntrj,  "had  reoeifed 
flO  manf  and  aneh  hooorable  tealimonials  of  their  soientiic  ncqaire- 
meate,  and  yet  ao  iMffked  was  his  modest;  that  ftw,  even  among  bia 
most  intimate  ftiendfc,  kneW  how  highly  he  had  been  bvnored." 

Few  writers  more  Indnstrions  than  Dr.  fihamard  have  appeared 
among  Hie  geologists  of  ottr  country.  In  tiu  TraMaetions  of  eae 
scientile  body  alone,  the  Academy  of  Science  of  8t.  Lonis,  he  pab- 
lished,  in  eleven  years,  the  following  papers: 

1.  t>eacTipt[on  of  New  Fossil  Crinotdea,  from  the  Paleozoic  Rocbs  of  the 
Weatern  and  Soothertt  portions  of  the  United  States. 

2.  Diacovery  of  the  Permian  Formation  In  Wev  Ifeztca. 

3.  DeacriptiM)  of  Sew  Fo«ila  from  the  Twtiaij  Fomatioai  «f  Orcfoa  aad 
Wathington  Territories,  and  the  Cretaceous  formation  of  Vanconver's  Island, 
collected  b;  Dr.  Evsns. 

4.  Descriptions  of  New  Species  of  filastoidea,  from  the  PlcoEoic  Bocks  of 
the  Western  Btates,  with  some  Obserrationt  on  the  Structure  of  the  Summit  of 
the  OenuB  Pentremitei. 

5.  Table  of  Qenera  and  SpeclM  of  the  Family  of  BlasKMea,  Ibnnd  h  the 
Wcatetn  and  Sonthcra  potliolis  of  the  United  8tat«B. 

6.  Notice  of  New  Fossils  from  the  Permian  BtnOa  of  New  Mexkn  sad 
Tcouu,  Collected  by  Dr.  Q.  O.  Bhnmard. 

7.  Notice  of  Foauls  from  the  Permian  Strata  of  Texas  and  New  Merini) 
obtained  bj  the  United  States  Expedition  under  Capt.  John  Pope  for  boring 
Artesian  Wells,  with  Descriptions  of  New  Spedee  Cram  thoee  Strata  and  (be 
Coal  Measures  of  that  Region. 

8.  Obserrations  on  the  OMlocy  of  St  Oenerlere:  betng  an  Extract  bam 
the  Report  made  to  the  Uimoari  QooloKical  Survey  in  1850. 

9.  Observations  up(»i  the  Crelaoeons  Strata  of  Texas. 

10.  D«*cripdons  of  New  Cretaceous  FomIIs  from  Texas. 

11.  Notice  of  Meteoric  Iron  from  Texas. 

12.  Descriptions  of  a  few  New  Species  of  Gasteropoda  from  the  Coal  Hoe- 
nres,  and  a  Brachiopod  from  the  Potsdam  Sandstone  of  Texas. 

1 3.  New  Fcssits  bom  the  Primordial  Zone  of  ViRonain  aad  Mksoari. 

14.  Itaecriptions  of  New  PatBotoic  FtMsils. 

15.  Dicotyledonous  Leaves  in  Cietaceooa  Strata  (rf  Texas. 

16.  Vertical  Section  of  Silurian  Strata. 

17.  Sketch  of  the  life  and  Scientific  Labors  of  Dr.  John  Erans. 
IS.    Notice  of  a  (mppoeed)  Meteorite. 

19.    On  Oil  Springs  En  MisnourL  m  upch    CjOOqIc 
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.  20.  A  Chronological  Ll»t  of  Works  on  the  Pabeotole  Echinodermftte  of 
North  America. 

Catelogae  of  North  American  nilKouic  Echinoderuata. 

Table  of  Oenera  and  SpeciM  of  Echinodermata  in  lh«  Geological  Forma- 
tiona  of  North  A 


,  Before  entering  upon  this  serieB  of  pnblicatioos,  and  in  nddition 
to  the  other  memoirs  already  noticed,  he  bad  publisfaod  in  coojnaotion 
with  Prof.  D.  D.  Oweo,  in  the  Jonnial  <>/'  fAe  Academy  of  Natural 
Seienee,  of  Philadelphia,  in  18M,  a  deeoriptioa  of  ifte*n  new  Species 
of  Crinoidea  from  the  Snbc&rboniferoiu  Limestone  of  Iowa,  collected 
during  the  United  States'  Oeological  Survey  of  Iowa,  Wisconrin  and 
MianesoU,  in  the  years  1846  and  1849. 

la  the  same  journal  he  pablished  the  following  year,  a  description, 
with  Prof.  OvsQ,  of  Seven  New  Species  of  Crinoidea  ttom  tite  Subcar- 
boniferons  Limestone  of  Iowa  aod  Illinois.  Conjointly  with  the  same 
author,  he  wrote  a  Report  on  the  Number  and  Distribution  of  ToBsil 
Speoies  in  the  Palwwoic  Rocks  of  Iowa,  Wiscons'n  and  Minnesota, 
which  was  read  before  the  American  Association  for  the  Advancement 
of  Science,  at  its  Fifth  annual  meeting,  and  pnblished  in  the  Proceed- 
ings of  1861.  Id  1852  he  contributed  to  the  Report  of  the  Explora- 
tion of  the  Red  River  in  Iionisiana,  under  the  direction  of  Captains 
R.  B.  Harcy  and  Oee.  B.  MoClellaQ.  In  the  same  year,  conjointly 
with  Prof.  Owen,  he  published  in  the  Report  of  the  Geological  Survey 
of  Iowa,  Wiseonsin  and  Hinnesota,  Descriptions  of  One  New  Genus, 
and  Twenty-two  Ne«  Species  of  Criuoidea  from  the  Subcarboniferons 
Limestone  of  Iowa.  In  1855  he  contributed  to  the  Seeond  Annaal 
Report  of  the  Geological  Surrey  of  Missouri,  a  Descriptioo  of  New 
Species  of  Organic  Remains.  The  year  succeeding  there  appeared  in 
the  Proceedings  of  the  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences  of  Philadelphia, 
a  notice  by  him  of  a  New  Fossil  Genus,  belonging  to  the  Family  Blas- 
toidea,  from  the  Devonian  Strata,  near  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

He  had  now  acquired  such  fame  as  a  praetical  geologist,  that  his  ser- 
vices were  frequently  sought  for  by  companies  and  private  individuals 
owning  mineral  lands,  and  he  made  numerous  surveys,  of  which  the 
reports  show  his  sound  judgment  as  well  as  his  varied  scientific  attain- 
ments. Among  these  is  a  report,  which  appeared  in  1865,  on  the  Mineral 
Lands  of  Missouri,  owned  by  H.  W.  Woodruff,  Esq.;  one,  published 
io  1867,  on  the  Entoe  Mining  Property  of  Allen  P.  Richardson,  Esq., 
in  Crawford  county.  Mo.;  a  second,  issued  the  same  year,  on  the  Min- 
eral Lands  belonging  to  R.  H.  Melton,  Esq.,  in  Benton  aud.Hickoryi 
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counties,  Mo.;    aad  &  third  on  the  Old  Mines  Property  of  WiDlim 
Long,  £sq.,  which  was  also  published  in  1867, 

These  Isst  reports  were  prepared  after  he  had  rosomed  the  practice 
of  physic,  and  in  the  midst  of  laborions  professional  duties.  He  had 
learoed  bo  wel)  how  to  utilize  those  ioterrals  of  leisure  which  occur 
almost  daily  in  the  practice  of  the  busiest  physicians,  that  he  was  able 
to  write  these  elaborate  papers  without  seriously  missing  the  time  con- 
samed  in  their  preparation.  Many  of  hia  memoirs  are  long  sod 
inTolved  a  rast  amonnt  of  labor  and  research.  Eaoh  one  was  a  sab- 
ntantial  coDtnbutioD  to  the  science  of  his  country.  He  was  an  acate 
as  well  as  patient  observer,  and  with  his  activity  in  the  field,  and  his 
quick  eye  to  detect  any  variety  in  the  form  or  structure  of  objects 
around  him,  it  may  be  doubted  whether  he  ever  passed  a  week  while 
devoting  himself  actively  to  geological  pursuits  without  discoveriDgi 
new  species  among  the  extinct  organisms  imbedded  in  our  rocks,  or 
some  fact  in  their  anatomy  of  interest  to  palceontologiats.  His  labors 
have  attracted  the  attentiou  of  geologists  in  oil  countries.  The  high 
estimation  in  which  they  are  held  is  attested  by  the  constant  referen- 
ces to  them  in  all  the  late  works  that  relate  to  the  geology  of  North 
America.  Of  these  almost  all  make  mention  of  soinc  of  his  numerooE 
publications.  By  nearly  every  writer  who  has  described  any  of  the 
fossil  families  belonging  to  our  ancient  deposits,  his  name  bas  been 
connected  with  a  new  species.  It  would  be  tedious  to  enumerate  the 
shells,  corals  and  crinoids  that  bear  the  name  of  Shnmard,  which  thos 
will  be  rendered  familiar  to  the  future  students  of  palaeontology,  and 
show  to  coming  ages  how  high  was  the  regard  cherished  for  him  by 
contemporary  men  of  science. 

I  could  hardly  trust  my«elf  if  in  this  sketch  I  had  felt  called  upon  to 
write  a  eulogy  on  Dr.  Shnmard ;  nor  shall  I  here  attempt  any  elabonie 
analysis  of  his  character.  Enough,  perhaps,  has  been  written  to  afford 
the  reader,  if  a  straager  to  htm,  some  just  idea  of  his  moral  worth,  as 
well  as  of  the  versatility  of  his  talents,  his  energy,  industry,  and  pro- 
found attainments.  He  was  distinguished  for  those  qualities  of  mind 
and  temper  that  seem  almost  always  to  be  found  in  the  true  Natural- 
ist— simplicity  of  manners,  modesty,  gentleness,  refinement  of  taste, 
enthusiasm,  and  an  ardent  love  of  nature.  When  to  these  are  added  high 
intellectual  endowments,  refined  and  exalted  by  mental  and  religious 
training,  unselfishness,  and  perfect  moral  integrity,  we  have  presented 
to  UH  a  character  the  most  pleasing  to  be  net  with  in  all  the  walks  of 
society.  And  such,  I  am  sure,  would  be  the  testimony  of  si)  who  knew 
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him,  vas  the  subject  of  this  memoir.  Among  the  many  good  and  true 
meD  vith  vhom  it  has  been  my  privilege  to  be  intimately  associated 
in  life,  no  name  revives  in  my  mind  recollections  more  agreeable  than 
hie ;  hardly  one  recalls  a  disposition  ao  artless,  gentle,  genial,  amiable,  or 
a  character  so  faultless.  It  is  doubtful  vfacther  he  has  left  an  enemy 
behind  him  in  the  world  or  ever  made  one  in  his  life.  Having  been 
first  diverted  fVom  medicine  by  bis  love  of  geology,  and  then  been 
forced  to  resume  the  practice  of  physic  ae  a  mc&ns  of  making  a  living, 
he  proved  his  ability  to  excel  in  both  professioos;  for  he^had  already 
become  popular  as  a  physician,  mud  hhu  gaining  repnta<wn  as  a  teacher 
when  overtaken  by  his  untimely  disease.  To  those  scientific  acquiai 
tiouB  which  raised  him  to  such  distinction,  he  was  moat  fortunate  in 
adding  thst  which  Sir  Humphrey  Davy,  in  his  last  momento,  declared 
to  be,  in  his  estimation,  the  most  deservable  of  all  human  posses- 
sions — a  firm  religious  faith.  This,  which  shaped  and  regulated  his 
early  life  and  gave  symmetry  to  his  character  in  manhood,  sustained 
him  when  sickness  came  to  arrest  him  in  his  mid-career  and  cast  a 
shadow  over  all  his  earthly  prospects.  He  bore  up  cheerfully  under 
his  wasting  disease,  and  labored  on  at  his  profession  and  upon  hie 
geological  reports  until  too  feeble  to  work  any  longer,  glowing  to  the 
last  with  the  love  of  science  and  the  domestic  afiecljons. 

Dr.  Shumard  was  a  member  of  the  Sixteenth  Street  Presbyterian 
Church,  in  St.  Louis,  the  gifted  pastor  of  which,  Dr.  James  H.  Brooks, 
had  been  for  many  years  his  warm  personal  friend.  He  leaves  a  wife 
and  two  daughters,  one  nine  and  the  other  four  years  old.  His  remains 
rest  in  the  Bellefontaine  Cemetery. 


DEATH  AND  BURIAL  OF  DR.  WILLIAM  C.  WILLARD. 

PROCBEDINOB  OF  THE  DELAWARE  COUNTY  HIDICAL  BOCIET7. 

The  Society  held  a  special  meeting  pursuant  to  call  of  the  Presi- 
dent. Besides  the  regular  members  present,  there  were  in  attendance 
also,  by  general  invitation  to  medical  men,  Dr.  Samuel  P.  Anthony 
a  retired  practitioner  and  the  oldest  physician  in  Delaware  county, 
and  Dr.  J.  A.  Compton,  a  homoeopath  is  t. 

The  President  called  the  meeting  to  order.  He  then  arose,  and 
read  the  following  address: 

n,g,t,7rJM,.COO<^IC 


760  WI8TK&N  iOUBMAL  OT  HKDIClNf. 

Gentlbhbn  of  TBI  Socikty:  We  are  dot  asKinbled  for  tbe  hI> 
emD  purpoM  of  considering  the  death  of  a  fellow  menber,  and  if 
order  that  we  may  go  heoce  in  a  body  to  attend  hie  funeral.  WitJ) 
onr  own  hands  we  will  bear  his  remainB  to  their  final  reeling  place. 

Vir  prolftu  tnedendi  ptritnt — an  hooeal  man  skilled  in  medieiael 
Tbia  ie  the  definition  which  Bouillaud  gave  of  a  tine  pbyucian,  aa^ 
thia  IB  the  full  meaaoie  of  praise  which  juKice,  aa  well  aa  custoiii, 
requires  that  we  ihould  acoord  to  the  memory  of  William  C.  WilUrd, 
For  seven  years  I  have  been  acquainted  with  that  noble  mafl,  and  if 
under  oath  I  were  required  to  write  his  epiUph,  J  would  do  it  brieflj 
in  the  words  Gutietmut  Chopin  Wiliard  vir  prvbu*  mettewii  peritn 
Bat  here  are  members  of  the  profeesioa  who  have  known  onr  departed 
brother — not  for  seven,  bat  for  more  thaa  thirty  years.  Can  Uiey  not 
confirm  my  t«etimoD|r  as  to  his  godly  hooeaty  and  aupenor  medical 
ricill?  Vir  pTohutmedcHdiperitiu'u  their  tetpooMa:  and  from  all  thif 
aoeiety,  and,  I  donbt  not,  from  this  whole  community,  as  from  (me 
man,  wilt  be  echoed  the  words,  an  htmtit  man  ikiiltd  in  medteiMc. 

William  C  Wiliard  entered  the  junior  claga  of  Daitmontli  College 
in  1827,  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  in  1831,  be  received  IVom  that 
inatitutioo  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  His  name  was  thus  early 
enrolled  with  aoijiie  of  the  most  honorable  in  the  land.  The  great  states- 
man, Daniel  Webster,  and  the  great  surgeon,  Reuben  D.  Musaey,  were 
then  two  of  the  many  dtstiugoiahed  alnmni  of  the  fanons  old  eoll^ 
at  Hanover. 

But  not  long  after  the  eompletion  of  his  preliminary  edncatien,  at 
the  age  or  twenty-one  years,  he  began  the  stwdy  of  medicine.  Mui- 
»ey,  then  professor  of  anatomy  and  physiology  in  the  Medical  Schools 
of  Dartmoutb,  was  bis  first  preceptor.  Under  the  private  and  public 
tutorage  of  this  great  surgeon  and  good  man  young  Wiliard  continued 
two  years,  and  daring  that  time  attended  also  several  courses  of  lec- 
tures delivered  by  the  professors  in  the  "Medical  House"  at  Hanover. 
Here,  no  doabt,  he  gave  special  attention  to  the  sciences  of  which  his 
private  preceptor  was  the  public  teacher,  and  here  laid  the  foundation 
of  his  excellent  medical  edncadon. 

The  young  doctor  now  left  Hanover,  and  returned  to  Charleston, 
the  village  of  his  birth.  Here  he  immediately  became  the  pupil,  and 
entered  the  office  of  Dr.  Samuel  Webber,  a  practitioner  "remarkable," 
as  I  am  informed,  "for  hu  superior  skill  in  the  diagnosis  and  prognosis 
of  diseases."  "  Heitagrtatphgticiait"  says  Bigelow, "  who  aho*t  otker 
ntenunderMtandtdiaffnotii."  In  tUswealloonenr;  and  X  may  therefore 
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veDture  to  say  that  Dr.  Willsrd's  last  preceptor  was  a  great  phy- 
sician, even  aa  hia  first  was  a  great  aargeoD.  With  Webber  the  Doctor 
remaiaed  three  years.  He  then  came  weatward,  and  in  1836  located 
iD  the  village  of  MuDcietown,  low  the  city  of  Huncte.  Bere  he  con- 
tinued  to  aojonrn  till  Saturday  last,  when  death  snddenly  introdaced 
him  to  a  higher  life. 

Dr.  William  C.  Willard  never  labored  for  a  fortane,  bat  with  only 
a  competeDcy  he  seemed  content.  He  practiced  mediciitei  "not  as  a 
trade,"  to  be  pursued  solely  for  the  purpose  of  BnwsaiDgweftkh,  but  as 
a  noble  profession,  to  be  followed  nore  especially  for  the  good  it  might 
confer  on  others — for  the  preaarratiott  of  health  aud  the  core  of  dis- 
ease. Notvitbetanding  he  was  for  nany  years  en^ged  in  ezteosive 
and  laborious  praetice,  he  has  aevartheless  died  a  poor  man.  Great 
'  indeed  must  have  been  the  elemosynsry  aervicea  which  Dr.  Willaid  ren- 
dered in  this  community  I  But  qot  he  h^  gone  to  the  great  and  glori- 
ous ravard  of  a  true  physioisja — the  yaat  iacprraptible  treasures  vhicb 
he  laid  up  for  himself  in  Heaven. 

.The  eommittee  on  resolutions,  preyiously  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent, consisting  of  Drs.  Helm,  Wiuton,  Kesaper  and  Audrevs,  vae 
nov  called  upon  to  report,  and  through  the  Secretary,  presetted  the 
following : 

Whekcabj  It  has  picased  Almight  Qod  to  iwnove  tnaa  stuoog  us  ,Dt.  Wil- 
liam C.  Willard,  an  old  and  honorable  menbcv  of  oar  prnftwinn;  TheieAwe, 

Setalved,  That  bj  the  death  of  Dr.  William  C.  Willard,  die  profMsioD  has 
lost  a  member  whose  skill  and  experience  entitled  him  to  oar  n^jord  and  respect, 
whose  uniform  kindness  and  courtesj  commanded  our  affection,  and  whose  hon- 
esty and  iutegriQ'  as  a  pyhsician  gave  him  a  deairaUy  high  rank  in  his  pro- 

Bfolved,  That  in  the  death  t^  Dr.  Willard  socie^  has  lort  a  uaeflil  cituen, 
and  his  fiimilj  a  kind  and  affectionate  husband  and  &ther. 

lUtolvtd,  That  we  deeply  ^frnp^Uxe  with  the  &uily  and  friends  of  the 
deceased  in  their  distrMiing  bereavement,  that  we  tender  them  our  sincere  and 
unaffected  condolence,  and  commend  them  to  the  Allwue  Creator,  who  is  ever 
ready  to  soothe  the  bereaved  heart. 

RetoUtd,  ThA  a  copy  of  these  resolntiiMM  be  fimushed  the  bmily  of  the 
deceased,  The  Hnncie  Tima,  WuUra  Jtmrwd  q<  MidiamM  and  (Siudbnati  Lantet 
and  ObxTtKr. 

The  report  of  iko  contmitte  waa  ooaniaiouily  adopted,  and  diere- 
fore,  on  motion, -the  Boeiety  M|jowrnedi  to  raaseemble  at  the  late  resi- 
deuce  of  Dr.  WUlard,  and  to  b«ar  his  body  to  the  grave. 

9^KBr  C.  Wi94)i8,  FrttidtiU. 

W.  J.  Andkkws,  Stcretary. 

MdMCII,  Novkmbr  9,  1969.  n,g,t,7rJM,CjOO<^lc 
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The  fall  Masions  of  the  preliminary  conreea  of  tbe  Jeflenoi 
Medical  College  aod  of  the  Univereity,  have  been  completed,  and  tk 
regular  winter  segsions  have  commenced. 

The  introductory  lectures  were  delirered  at  etch  iartStotioD  on  th 
12th  nit.,  andaansoal  on  these  occuions,  large  audiences  of  gradoiW 
and  under -gradnates  were  aaiemblod  to  hear  the  discourses  delltOTJ 
by  the  respective  lecturers.  These  inaugnral  orations  assume  t  poi 
deal  of  importance,  and  are  sabjeets  of  some  concern  to  the  offictn  of 
the  inatitatioas,  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  the  candidate  for  medial 
iDstrnction  frequently  postpones  a  choice  of  achools  nntil  bis  aninl 
in  the  city,  when  he  desires  to  inform  himself,  by  an  inspection  cf 
tbe  museums,  the  aBSftnuieal  Mnphitbeatrea,  the  lecture  rooms,  tht 
hospitals,  and  by  a  glance  at  the  permmtiet  of  the  learned  profeMon, 
of  their  respective  advanUgea.  After  this  careful  ezsminalioD,  bt 
aWaits  the  delivery  of  the  introdactory  address,  which,  not  mbt- 
qnently,  confirms  the  impressions  already  formed,  and  the  imp«Ttut 
question  Is  decided. 

Frof  Joseph  Pancoast,  of  the  Jefferson  Medical  College,  and  Prof- 
R.  E.  Rogers,  of  tbe  UniveTsity,  made  the  addresses  of  welcome  tkii 
year,  aud  the  well-known  reputation  of  each  of  these  gentlenMS,  k 
grftceful  writers'  and  poliahed  speakers,  att^aetvd  larger  andiencestko 
usual . 

Notwithstanding  tbe  general  re-opening  of  the  Soathem  sckodi. 
and  the  inauguration  of  new  ones  in  the  West  and  South-west,  lt< 
number  of  students  in  attendance  has  not  declined,  but,  as  *«  iR 
informed,  has  inoraased,  so  that  the  elaae«s  are  larger  than  thej  tun 
been  at  any  time  since  tbe  war.  In  one  (tbe  JeEfenon)  thectsnin*' 
bers  four  hundred,  and  contains  a  large  proportion  of  Sontben  u' 
Western  students.  This  would  seem  to  indieste  that  our  city  still 
maintains  its  time-honored  reputation  as  the  center  of  medieai  iniiw- 
tion  in  out  conntry,  to  which  students  are  attraoted  fVom  all  |>*i*t 
despite  the  active  competition  existing  on  all  sides. 
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Br.  Jobs  H.  BrintoD,  Lecturer  on  Operative  Surgery  in  the  sum- 
liter  school  of  the  Jeffersou  Medic&l  College,  holds  this  year  the  MQt- 
ler  Leotnreehip  on  Surgical  Pathology  at  the  College  of  Physiciaos, 
nnd  is  now  delivering  before  the  College  a  very  interesting  and  instruct- 
ive course  of  lectures  on  the  subject  of  Gunshot  Injuries.  During 
the  l&te  war  Dr.  B.  occupied  the  position  of  surgeon  of  volunteers, 
and  was  attached,  during  the  greater  portion  of  the  time,  to  the  staff 
of  the  General  commanding  the  armies.  His  experience  in  the  field 
was,  therefore,  ample,  and  enables  him  to  speak  with  authority  upon 
the  subject  of  gunshot  injuries  and  their  effects  oa  the  soldier  perform- 
ing duty  in  the  different  parts  of  the  country.  At  the  close  of  the 
war  he  was  assigned  to  duty  as  officer  ia  charge  of  the  army  anatom- 
ical museum  at  Washington,  where  be  enjoyed  increased  facilities  for 
the  examination  of  specimens  illustrating  the  effects  of  gunshot  lesions. 
The  following  synopsis  of  the  course  will  furnish  some  idea  of  the 
way  in  which  the  subject  is  treated.: 

Fire  Arms  and  Projectiles — Theory  of  Fire — General  Phenomena 
attendant  upon  Ball-Wounds — Death — Katios  of  Casualties  in  Bat- 
tle— Local  Effects  of  Ball-Wounds — General  Prognosis — Gunshot 
Injuries  of  Bones — Gunshot  Injuries  of  Joints — Gunshot  Injuries  of 
Chest. 

Under  the  head  of  Fire-Arms  and  Projectiles,  he  gave  an  interest- 
ing account  of  the  invention  and  use  of  arms  and  projectiles,  ancient 
and  modern — the  improvements  made  in  their  construction  up  to  the 
present  day,  and  the  kinds  employed  during  the  late  war.  He  proved, 
by  reference  to  official  documents  and  by  his  own  experience,  that  the 
explosive  bullet  was  but  rarely  used,  and  then  not  for  the  purpose,  as 
frequently  averred,  of  disabling  troops,  but  rather  with  the  design  of 
exploding  caissons  and  destroying  ordnance  stores:  the  fragments  so 
frequently  found  in  wounds,  and  designated  as  portions  of  the  explo- 
sive ball  by  surgeons,  were,  in  truth,  parts  belonging  to  the  English 
conoidal  bullets  which  were  principally  used  by  the  Southern  troops. 

The  circumstances  modifying  General  Prognosis  he  illustrated  by 
reference  to  campaigns — that  of  General  Grant  up  the  Cumberland  and 
Tennessee  rivers,  afforded  him  a  typical  illustration  of  the  combined 
influence  of  three  causes  modifying  in  a  marked  manner  the  general 
prognosis.  Bendeivousing  in  the  autumn  at  Cairo,  the  troops  became 
saturated  with  malarial  poison — at  tbe  seige  of  Fort  Donaldson, 
deprived,  by  ^e  exigencies  of  the  serviee,  of  fresh  meat  and  vegetables, 
scorbutus  made  its  appearance.  Transferred  from  Fort  Donaldson  np 
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the  TenneflBee  river  in  crowded  transporta  to  Pittsbnrgfa  Landi^, 
ochlesis  was  developed.  Thus,  the  prognosis  in  cues  of  woosdi 
received  at  this  period,  was  extremely  nofavorable,  and  was  distinclljr 
modified  by  the  combined  inflnence  of  the  caoses  allnded  to.  NnnKT- 
ons  drawings  and  diagrams,  varieties  of  arms  and  projectiles,  and  tpc- 
ciroens  ftom  the  maaenm  of  the  College,  and  the  Doctor's  private  cot- 
leotion,  assist  him  in  presenting  his  subject  in  a  clear  and  instmctiTe 
manner. 

An  interesting  case  of  snrgical  injury,  in  which  transfusiDQ  of 
blood  was  suoceBsfally  employed  by  Dr.  Thomas  G.  Morton,  one  of 
the  snrgeons  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  has  been  recently  uideT 
treatment  in  the  surgical  wards  of  the  hospital.  The  patient,  a  young 
man  possessing  a  hemorrhagic  diathesis,  was  wounded  ten  days  pre- 
vious to  admission,  by  Jailing  on  the  fragments  of  a  pitcher  which  be 
bad  been  carrying  in  his  hands,  one  of  the  fVagments  being  forced  ap 
between  the  tissues  covering  the  left  saperior  maxills,  hsving  entered 
on  the  inner  snrface  of  the  upper  lip.  The  efforts  made  to  oonlrol 
the  hemorrhage,  which  resulted  by  means  of  styptics  and  pressure, 
having  failed,  and  the  patient  becoming  much  exhausted  by  the  lai^ 
loss  of  blood,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  remove  him  to  the  hospital. 
On  admission,  Dr.  Morton  endeavored  to  occlude  the  bleeding  vessel 
by  acu-pressure,  using  for  that  purpose  a  long  bsir-Iip  pin,  which  was 
introduced  on  the  right  side,  and  carried  beneath  the  base  of  the  nose, 
emerging  some  distance  on  the  other  side.  This  being  ineffeetoal, 
both  fascial  arteries  were  acu-pressed  as  Aey  pass  over  the  border  of 
the  inferior  maxilla.  The  hemorrhage  still  continued,  notwithstand- 
ing the  application  of  pressure  to  these  arteries,  and  the  left  eoamoB 
carotid  artery  was  tigated.  The  ligation  of  this  artery  was  snccesshl 
in  controlling  the  hemorrhage,  though  the  patient  was  by  this  tine  in 
such  a  atate  of  extreme  exhaustion  that  death  was  imminent,  and  Dr. 
M.  decided  to  try  the  effect  of  transfusion  of  blood.  Two  medicil 
students  fbrniBhed  the  blood  that  was  required,  which,  after  bnng 
strained  and  placed  in  a  vessel  surrounded  by  water  at  a  temperstne 
of  one  hundred  degrees,  so  as  to  prevent  coagulation,  was  injeotad  by 
means  of  a  large  hypodermic  syringe  (Z.  ounce)  into  the  medeaii  bas- 
ilic veins  of  each  arm.  In  thia  manner  eleven  onnoes  of  blood  wen 
infiised,  the  good  effects  of  which  were  ezpertenced  id  five  minaten  hf 
a  rallying  of  the  pulse,  and  other  indications  of  be^nniDg  re-aelM. 
No  more  hemorrhage  occurred,  and  the  patient  rapidly  recovered. 

In  this  connection  it  will  be  interesting  lo  note  that  t 
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was  first  practiced  in  the  early  part  of  the  seTenteentk  century,  although 
ita  HBO  in  England  and  on  the  continent  generally  dates  from  the  mid- 
dle of  this  century.  The  first  operations  were  on  anintals,  and  the  first 
instance  of  its  performanco  on  man,  if  we  except  that  described  by 
LebrariuB,  was  in  Paris,  by  Denys  and  Ennnerei,  in  1666.  In  this, 
and  Id  snbseqneot  cases,  the  blood  of  animals  was  employed,  but  owing 
to  the  diHcovery  of  the  difference  in  the  character  of  the  blood  cor- 
puscles of  animals  and  of  the  hnman  subject,  the  traDsfnsion  in  later 
times  were  from  one  indivtdaal  to  another  of  the  aanie  speceies. 

Dr.  Blundell,  the  eminent  aocouoheor  of  England,  has  showed  the 
value  of  this  operation  in  obstetrical  practice,  by  means  of  which 
many  livea  are  saved  in  cases  of  exhaustion  from  hemorrhage.  Prof. 
Landers,  of  Greiswald,  has  tabnlated  ninety-nine  cases  in  which  traos- 
fnsion  was  performed  on  aooonnt  of  hemorrhage,  with  the  following 
results :  In  eleven  case  there  was,  from  the  first,  no  hopes  of  success — 
in  twenty  the  operation  failed — in  three  the  result  was  doubtful,  and 
in  sixty-five,  or  nearly  three-fourths,  it  was  successful.  Such  results 
should  commeDd  the  operation  to  practitioners,  and  should  induce  its 
employment  in  all  cases  where  death  from  hemorrhage  is  immiueut. 
The  operation  is  sufficiently  simple,  care  being  taken  to  avoid  the 
introduction  of  air  into  the  vein.  A  case  has  been  recently  on  trial 
in  one  of  our  courts,  in  which  an  attempt  was  made  to  establish  a 
charge  of  mal-practioe  against  Dr.  Addinell  Howeon,  one  of  the  sur- 
geons of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  for  the  employment  of  the  dry- 
clay  as  a  surgical  dressing.  The  patient  was  admitted  into  the  surgical 
wards  under  the  care  of  Dr.  H.,  for  severe  injuries  sustained  by  the 
explosion  of  a  coal  oil  lamp  thrown  at  him  with  evil  intent  by  the 
prisoner  on  trial,  a  young  man  of  nineteen.  Dr.  H.  testified  that  the 
patient,  on  admisflion,  was  sufiering  from  severe  burns  of  the  whole 
face,  chest  and  upper  extremeties;  part  of  the  burn  was  superficial, 
but  the  greater  portion  of  it  was  «  deep  bum,  snoh  as  is  constantly 
seen  in  accidents  resulting  f^om  coal  oil  explosions.  DeaUt  oconrred 
on  the  sixteenth  day  after  admission,  iVom  tetanus.  In  a  long  cross- 
examination  in  regard  to  the  efiiect  of  the  earth  treatment,  Dr.  H. 
stated  that  the  object  in  this  case  was  to  exclude  the  Mr,  hut  other 
than  this  he  was  unable  to  tell  the  efiect — that  the  'pressure  of  the 
dreuing  did  not  affect  the  tissues  beneath — that  the  tendency  of  the 
earth- dressing  in  a  case  of  this  kind  is  to  assist  natnre — the  first  four 
days  the  drj-eartb  was  used,  after  that  it  was  disoontuined  on  the 
face,  but  kept  on  the  arm,  and  then  resumed  on  the  seventh-  dar  om  ^ 
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the  face,  at  the  earnest  wish  of  the  patient.  On  the  aixth  day  watet> 
dreBaings,  with  glycerine  and  caiboHc  acid,  irere  resorted  to,  and  nig- 
gots  began  to  appear  m  consequence  of  the  fliea,  resalting  from  painting 
the  shutters  of  the  vard. 

In  opening  the  case  for  the  defense,  the  counsel  stated  that  it 
voald  be  shown  that  the  onlj  effect  of  the  earth  was  to  exclude  th« 
air — in  all  other  respects  it  was  a  Degati7e  dressing,  and  therefore  did 
positive  harm — that  the  disinfectant  Qualities  of  the  dry  earth  were 
entirely  lost  when  it  becomes  saturated  with  fluids — that  the  nse  of 
the  earth  in  this  case  led  to  the  presence  of  the  maggots,  and  that  m 
removing  them  by  a  stream  of  water,  the  system  of  the  patient  sus- 
tained a  aevere  shock,  and  .tetanus  wal  produced.  The  principal  wit- 
ness for  the  dcfeDse,  by  whom  the  aboTe  points  were  to  be  established, 
was  one  of  the  resident  physicians  on  duty  in  the  surgical  wards  under 
Dr.  HewBOn,  who  testified  that  his  experience  as  a  medical  practitioner 
(a  graduate  of  a  few  years'  stending)  led  him  te  belicTe  that  the  clay 
did  no  good  in  any  instence.  After  the  testimony  of  the  resideal 
physieian,  and  of  other  physieiaus,  who  testified  that  they  did  not 
know  enough  of  the  earth -treatment  to  express  an  opinion,  the  charge 
of  mal-practiee  was  abandoned,  and  it  was  agreed  te  leave  the  case 
wit  the  jury,  with  recommendation  for  a  verdict  of  guilty  of  toIud- 
tary  manslaughter.  The  jury  returned  a  yerdict  in  accordance  with 
this  recommendation,  and  the  Judge,  in  passing  the  sentence,  staled 
that  he  felt  called  upon  to  remark  that  nothing  developed  on  the  trial 
had  in  the  least  tended  to  show  that  death  resulted  ttont  the  medioal 
treatment. 

We  have  received  from  Prof.  Band,  Dean  of  the  Jefferson  Uedieal 
College  Faculty,  a  catelogne  of  graduates  of  the  Jefferson  Medical 
College,  from  ite  organiiatjon  in  1826.  Of  the  five  thousand,  six  hna- 
died  fifty-one  students  graduated  during  this  period,  one  thonsand, 
six  hundred  and  eighty-two  were  from  Pennsylvania;  Vir^oii,  nine 
hundred  and  forty-two;  Georgia,  two  hundred  and  eighty;  Kentucky, 
two  hundred  and  forty-five;  Nortii  Carolina,  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight;  Ohio,  two  hundred  and  five;  New  Jersey,  one  hundred  and 
ei ghty -three ;  New  York,  one  hundred  and  eghty-two;  TeDoessee,  one 
hundred  and  seventy-two;  Alabama,  one  hundred  and  seventy;  Mis- 
sissippi, one  hundred  and  fifty -one ;  Maryland,  one  hundred  and  forty- 
nine;  South  Carolina,  one  hundred  and  thirty;  Missouri,  one  hundred 
and  .flix;  Indiana,  ninety-nine,  and  a  varying  number  from  the  oth«r 
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SUtes.  The  East  Indies,  Hnngarj,  Taricey,  Switierland,  New  Fouod- 
land,  Costa  Rica,  St.  Crni,  Wales,  Sweden,  Corsca,  Mexico  and  Nica- 
ragua are  each  represented  by  one,  while  England,  Scotland,  Irelaod, 
Prance,  Barbadoes,  South  America,  Germany  and  Cuba  contribnted 
from  two  to  eleven  each.  The  list  contains  some  of  the  most  distin- 
gaisbed  names  in  the  profession,  men  who  arc  eminent  as  teachers  and 
practitioners.  One  of  the  oldest  graduates  of  the  college  is  Prof. 
Mears  of  the  Indiana  Medical  College,  who  was  a  member  of  the  class 
of  1827.     Prof.  Gross  graduated  in  1828. 

On  the  20th  ult.  a  special  meeting  of  the  College  of  Physicians 
was  hold  to  hear  Prof.  Gross'  memoir  of  the  late  Prof.  Bobley  Dun 
gliaoD.  The  subject  was  treated  in  the  easy  and  graceful  style  so  obar- 
acteriatic  of  the  distinguished  memoirist,  and  the  memoir  was  a  perfect 
portraiture  of  the  character  and  achievmenta  of  his  late  illustrious  col- 
league. As  an  evidence  of  the  amount  of  literary  work  performed  by 
Prof.  DuDglison,  and  of  the  high  estimation  in  which  his  writings 
were  held,  Prof.  Gross  stated  that  up  to  the  period  of  his  death,  one 
hundred  and  sixty  thousand  Tolumes  of  hie  various  books  had  been 
issued  from  the  press.  Notwithstanding  the  time  and  labor  required 
for  the  accomplishment  of  the  many  self-imposed  duties,  he  always  had 
time  to  receive  those  who  called  upon  him,  and  so  well  regulated  were 
all  his  movements  that  be  never  appeared  to  be  in  a  hurry.  Distin- 
guished for  bis  bonhomie  and  generous  hospitality,  he  enjoyed  to  the 
fullest  extent  the  pleasures  of  social  intercourse,  and  often  terminated 
a  hard  day's  work  with  a  party  of  friends  at  the  opera  or  theater. 

The  wo  man -question,  in  its  medical  aspect,  has  been  very  vigor- 
ously discussed  in  our  public  journals  during  the  past  ten  days.  The 
immediate  occasion  of  its  prominence  at  this  time  was  the  reception  ten- 
dered to  a  number  of  "lady  students  of  medicine"  who,  in  accordance 
with  a  resolutiou  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hos- 
pital, granting  them  the  freedom  of  the  Hospital,  attended  the  med- 
ical and  sargioal  clinics  on  the  6th  inst.  It  appears  that  this  resolu- 
tion of  the  Board  was  adopted  without  paying  the  medical  staff  the 
compliment  of  consulting  it  in  reference  to  the  expediency  of  intro- 
ducing mixed  classes  at  the  clinics.  During  the  progress  of  the  clinics 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  hilarity  prevailing,  which  a  member  of  the 
Board,  who  was  present,  attempted,  with  a  mistaken  idea  of  hie  dnty, 
to  repress.  At  the  termination  of  the  clinies,  and  as  the  "  lady  stu- 
dents of  medicine  "  were  departing,  some  of  the  male  students  indulged 
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in  what  one  of  the  papers  charecteriied  as  unmanly  conduct — "behtiT- 
ing  in  m  boisterous  and  unfeeling  manner" — "saluting  them  witb 
taunts  and  jeers,  mock  applause  and  real  hisses."  Each  day  some  of 
the  public  journals  contained  articles  inveighing  against  the  male  sta- 
dents  as  a  class  for  the  bad  behavior  of  a  few.  Feeling  themselvo 
harshly  treated,  and  recogniEiog  the  fact  that  if  mixed  classes  next 
permitted  at  the  clinics,  they  would  not  derive  the  full  benefit  of  the 
instruction  for  which  they  had  paid,  the  stadetits  of  the  University 
and  Jefferson  College  held  meetings,  and  determined  that  they  would 
remain  away.  Subsequently  the  matter  was  transferred  to  the  Facul- 
ties of  tho  respeotive  colleges,  who  had  a  joint  conference,  the  result 
of  which  was  the  preparation  of  a  strong  protest,  to  he  signed  by  the 
Faculties  of  the  University  and  Jefferson  College,  the  members  of  the 
Hospital  staffs,  and  by  the  profession  at  large,  against  the  introduction 
of  mixed  classes  at  the  clinics.  This  document,  duly  signed,  will  be 
presented  to  the  boards  of  managers  of  the  various  hospitals  on  the 
the  22d  inst.,  and  no  doubt  will  be  effective  in  deciding  the  question. 
Prof.  Boeck,  the  distinguished  Syphelographer  of  Norway,  spent  a 
few  days  in  our  city  last  month.  He  had  the  opportunity  of  making 
the  acquaintance  of  our  prominent  medical  men  at  a  handsome  recep- 
tion tendered  him  by  Prof.  Gross.  J.  E.  M. 


Madison,  Novbmbkr  4, 1869. 

Editor  Western  Jodrnal  of  Medicine — Drar  Sir:  At  the  pres- 
ent time,  when  so  much  energy  is  being  displayed  in  developing  the 
natural  reaources  of  onr  hooaier  State,  for  the  benefit  of  the  mechanic 
arte,  I  feel  disposed  to  communicate  the  results  of  an  investigation  of 
one  of  nature's  gifts  to  our  own  divine  art — the  mineral  waters  of 
French  Lick. 

Since  the  earliest  settlement  of  Indiana,  in  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury, these  waters  have  been  known  to  possess  rather  remarkable 
chemical  and  medicioal  qualities;  but  until  lately  their  conatitation  has 
been  only  cursorily  examined,  and  consequently  their  use  id  the  treat- 
ment of  disease  has  necessarily  been  of  an  empirical  sort.  The  lai^ 
number  of  invalids  annually  resorting  thither  apply  them  as  a  panacea 
for  alt  ills.  This,  in  some  cases,  has  resulted  in  do  good,  and  in  some 
even  detriment. 
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In  AogQBt  I  viBihsd  French  Lick,  and  gubaequeDtly  made  a  carefal 
quantitative  analysis  of  the  principal  waters. 

It  is  situated  in  a  beautiful  valley,  tributary  to  that  of  Lost  River, 
about  the  centre  of  Orange  county,  ten  miles  from  Paoli  and  eighteen 
ftom  Orleans,  on  the  New  Albany  k  Chicago  Railroad. 

The  lov  hills  bordering  the  western  side  of  this  valley  are  com- 
posed of  ferruginous  sandstone,  and  the  upper  limeetoDes  of  tbe  sub- 
carboniferous  strata  of  this  district.  From  tbeir  base  flow  a  large 
number  of  springs,  more  or  less  impregnated  with  mineral  matter. 
iHalf  a  mile  from  the  French  Lick  Hotel,  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  Mc- 
CrackcD,  is  a  delightful,  pure  chalybeate  spring.  Most  of  tbe  other 
sources  in  tbe  valley  afford  sulphur  waters.  Near  the  hotel  are  tbe 
remarkable  salphur  springs  which  have  made  tbe  valley  so  noted. 
There  are  more  than  a  docen  of  these,  but  all  seem  to  be  derived  from 
three  parent  springs,  which  are  situated  within  an  area  of  half  an  acre, 
but  which  exhibit  a  considerable  difference  in  constitntion. 

Tbe  most  important  of  these — Pluto's  Well — as  I  have  taken  tbe 
liberty  to  name  it,  is  remarkable  for  the  production  of  a  large  vol- 
ume of  the  itrongett  tulphur  water  in  the  world.  Its  constitution  is  as 
follows: 

In  a  wioe-gallon — 

SufyhurttUd  llffdrogm.. SS.OS 

(>rbanicacid 16.00 

Chloride  of  sodium 140.64 

Chloride  of  caldnm 635 

Snlphateof  lime _  60.59 

Sulphate  of  nugneua 18.12 

Sulphate  of  «oda 22.37 

Carbonate  of  lime 6.92 

Carbonate  of  migneaia,.. _.     1.69 

Carbonate  of  iron  with  alumina,  a  trace. 

Lorn 64 

Total  of  aalta 266.00 

No  springs  on  this  continent,  as  yet  analyied,  afford  more  than  a 
fourth  part  of  tbe  quantity  of  anlpharetted  hydrogen  found  in  this 
source,  and  very  few  in  any  part  of  tbe  world  approach  it  in  this  par- 
ticular. Tbe  famous  Sulphur  Springs  of  tbe  "Old  Dominion"  eon- 
tain  only  from  two  to  six  eubio  inches  in  tbe  gallon. 
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TBR   WHITX  ABBOR  SPVNQ 

PresenU  the  followiog  coDstitation.     la  a  viDe-gallon  — 

Sulphuretted  hjdrogen _  I'M 

Ckrbonic  acid lO.llS 

Sulphate  of  lime HIM 

Sulphate  of  Boda SU-TS) 

Sulphate  of  magnesia _  SVJ30 

Chloride  of  sodium _ 90^ 

Chloride  of  potasBium _    5^10 

Chloride  of  magneeiuio SJMD 

Carbonate  of  lime SBSX 

Carbonate  of  magneua liOD 

Carbonate  of  Boda _  10J27 

Carbonate  of  iron,  with  alumina 1300 

Silica 1.700 

LoM _    1.47J 

Tol*aof  sahe _ 3510M 

This  spring  oontains  more  saline  matter  than  the  first,  and  a  la^ 
amount  of  enlphuretted  hydrogen. 

The  last  of  the  three  sources  at  the  base  of  the  hill  is  very  atrooglj 
saline,  but  contains  mnch  less  sulphuretted  hydrogen — its  solid  ingre- 
dients consisting  of  chlorides,  sulphates  and  carbonates  of  lime,  mag- 
nesia, soda,  &c.,  with  a  considerable  quantity  of  iron,  amount  to  foor 
hundred  and  twenty  grains  to  the  gallon. 

The  smaller  springs,  derived  from  these,  have  about  the  same  cm- 
Btitntion. 

All  these  waters  have  about  the  same  medicinal  effect.  They  are 
alterative  and  tonic  when  moderately  used.  In  large  quantitiea,  tliej 
are  powerftil  bydragogue  eliminators,  acting  upon  the  bowels,  kidney* 
and  skin,  without,  however,  producing  the  irritating  effect  which  tbc« 
class  of  agents  usually  induces  when  prepared  in  a  pharmacy  le^  pei' 
feet  than  that  of  Nature.  They  are  especially  adapted  to  the  treat- 
ment of  the  diseases  of  the  skin,  dyspepsia,  constipation,  chronic 
inflammation  of  the  various  mucous  surfaces,  scrofula,  rheumatiam,  ill 
specific  diseases,  and,  in  fine,  may  be  beneficially  used  in  all  chronic 
affections  where  an  alterative  and  tonic  effect  is  desired.  Moreovet, 
the  relaxation  and  recreations  afforded  here  are  important  adjuaeli 
which  the  broken  down  denizens  of  the  busy  city  will  highly  appte 
oiate.  Yours,  &c.,  JosKPa  0.  Roauu- 
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PARIS:  SENATOR  NELATON  AND  THE  MICROSCOPISTS. 

A  few  days  ago  Figaro,  one  of  the  well  known  literary  jotir- 
nals  of  this  city,  issued  a  sort  of  album -number  (numiro-albvm),  con- 
taintng  short  notes  from  several  scientific  and  literary  celebrities,  which 
had  been  specially  contributed  to  the  number.  Amongst  these  are  a 
few  lines  from  Hi.  Nelaton ;  and  as  they  have  been  much  commented 
apon,  and  have  already  drawn  forth  a  protest  from  a  distinguished 
Parisian  surgeon,  I  am  sure  yon  will  take  some  interest  in  perusing 
them.  M.  Nelaton  was  desirous,  it  would  seem,  to  manifest  his  opin- 
ion in  favor  of  the  high  value  of  clinical  surgery  in  face  of  the  grow- 
ing pretensions  of  microscopical  and  chemical  researches,  and  thus 
expressed  his  thought  in  the  pages  of  Le  Figaro: 

"  I  am  happj  to  see  the  rising  genentioD  reftue  to  follow  those  lake  appear- 
macea  of  exact  and  profound  science  borrowed  almost  esclusivel/  from  micro- 
scopical research^  and  attach  itself  to  the  study  of  surgery,  based  upon  the  great 
indtc&ttons  furnished  hy  cllnic&I  obaervation.  It  is  because  they  drew  their 
inspirations  from  theae  principles  that  the  great  masters  of  the  beginning  of  this 
centnrr,  and  especially  Dupu  jtren,  the  most  glorious  amongst  them,  have  given 
to  the  French  school  that  legitimate  renown  which  ic  still  enjoys  throughout  the 
whole  world." 

As  might  have  been  expected,  these  two  short  passages  have  crea- 
ted quite  a  sensation  among  that  portion  of  surgical  workers  which 
they  seemingly  attacked,  and  have  already  met  with  a  sharp  retort  of 
protestation  from  the  pen  of  professor  Vernenil,  of  the  Paris  Faculty. 
The  blame  thus  laid  upon  microscopical  investigators  by  so  high  an 
authority  as  Nelaton,  and  published  in  so  widely  circulated  a  journal, 
has  stung  M.  Verneuil  to  the  quick;  in  the  name  of  the  injured  parties 
he  vindicates  the  value  and  importance  of  the  microscope.  The  arti- 
cle appeared  last  week  in  the  columns  of  the  Gazette  Hebdomadaire. 
After  having  stated  what  great  results  the  microscope  has  afforded  in 
the  hands  of  such  men  as  Robin,  Broca,  Lebert,  Baraine,  Virchow, 
Kolliker,  and  others,  and  after  having  mentioned  that  it  had  now  be- 
come the  indispensable  complement  of  anatomical  research  in  the  dead- 
room,  throwing  a  brillant  light  on  the  origin,  the  evolution,  and  the 
transformation  of  those  innumerable  lesions  whic^  destroy  man,  M. 
Yerneuil  asks  M.  Nelaton  whether  he  believes  that  all  surgical  science 
may  be  acqired  in  the  wards  of  an  hospital.  If  not,  and  if,  on  the 
contrary,  he  (M.  Nelaton)  admits  the  assietanee  of  the  accessory 
sciences,  if  he  make  use  of  chemical  agents  and  of  pHysiacl  instru- 
ments, if  he  practises  vivisections,  if  he  utilizes  statistics,  if  he  consults 
J.  L.  Petit,  Scarpa,  Langenbech,  and  Syroe,  why  should  he  disdain  the 
microscope?    "For  if  it  is  good  to  prognosticate  stone  by  the  Aid  of  ^i 
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sound,  polypi  with  the  laryngoscope,  and  amaurosis  with  the  ophthalmo- 
scope, paralysis  by  means  of  an  electric  machine,  diabetes  with  potasfa. 
why  reject  the  lens  for  recognizing  leucocythsemia  or  spertnatorrhtea?'* 

Further  on  M.  Veroeuil  says  that,  far  from  agreeiog  with  M.  \eU- 
ton  OD  the  present  tendencies  of  the  French  surgical  school,  he  takes 
quite  a  different 'view  of  the  matter.  "In  approaching  the  difficolties 
of  clinical  study,  the  living  generation  arms  itself  &t  the  outlet  with 
all  the  reeonrcea  which  are  generally  lent  hy  the  sister  sciences;  it 
holds  out  its  hand  to  the  ancients  and  the  moderns,  to  the  Engjieh, 
the  Germans,  and  the  Italians,  in  order  to  borrow  facts  and  ideas;  it 
divides  its  time  between  the  laboratory  and  the  dissecting  room,  the 
library  and  the  hospital ;  in  a  word,  it  renounces  no  aoarce  of  inetrac- 
tion,  being  neither  bo  Bensclesa  nor  so  vain  as  to  repudiate  whatever 
may  render  science  more  complete,  and  practice  more  efficacious." 

M.  Verneuil  has  a  curioufl  remark  with  regard  to  the  mention  of 
Dupuytren'a  name  in  Nelatoa's  article: — "If  the  article  is  written  bat 
with  the  object  of  celebrating  Dupuytren,  it  was  really  not  worth  the 
while.  Enough  hda  been  said,  I  think,  of  that  ambitious  despot,  who 
obtained  fame,  wealth,  and  honors,  but  baa  not  deserved  tost  true 
glor^  reserved,  thanks  be  to  God,  to  true  tavants."  This  opinion, 
eomiDg  from  a  French  surgeon,  will  surprise  not  a  few  of  my  readers. 

Such  ia  a  rapid  sketch  of  M.  Verneuil's  article,  which  has  been  the 
medical  moreeau  of  the  week.  I  need  not  say  that  it  is  interspersed 
with  home  thruata  at  the  Senator's  address.  A  somewhat  invidious 
view  of  Nekton's  eontribution  to  the  Figaro  haa  been  taken  by  some; 
and  amoDgat  other  thioga  it  haa  been  said  that  the  mentjon  of  Dopny- 
tren'a  name  la  a  oovert  compariaon  conceived  in  view  of  the  poblie. 
But  snrely  the  celebrated  surgeon — I  mean  Nelaton — was  fully  justi- 
fied in  upholding  an  opinion  which  is  rapidly  gaining  ground-^to-wit, 
that  the  engrossing  study  of  infinitely  small  detaila,  though  having,  of 
oonrse,  its  importance,  haa  thrown  clinical  observation  rather  into  the 
shade,  and  that  "  the  great  lines  of  clinical  surgery  "  are  not  cultivated 
with  that  peculiar  care  which  they  deserve.  For  my  own  part.  I 
believe  the  above  remark  ia  espeeially  applicable  to  this  place.  The 
practical  study  of  surgery  is  much  neglected  here.  The  want  of  thU 
necessary  culture  is  observed  even  among  the  rising  surgeons  in  the 
Paris  hospitals;  and  I  could,  if  I  wished,  back  up  this  assertion  by 
the  relation  of  eertain  facts  which  have  occurred  only  during  the  past 
fortnight. — Farit  Girretpoadence  of  London  Lancet,  Oct.  3,  1869. 


The  ladies  mMr  now  be  at  rest.  One  Britiah  Uaiveraity  will  take 
them  in  and  make  female  physicians  of  them.  The  Council  of  the  Uei- 
versity  of  Edinburg  baa  refused  to  be  less  gallant  than  the  Unirersitj 
Court,  even  with  the  lead  of  the  irrepressible  Dr.  Phin  and  Dr.  Andre* 
Wood.  Prof.  Masson  and  Dr.  Bennett  led  the  pro-lady  party  of  the 
Council;  the  former  maintaining  that  "the  sphere  of  women"  had  not 
yet  boon  frilly  developed  or  defined;  the  latter  arguing  that  if  Edin- 
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burg  did  Dot  sdinit  lady  Btadents,  they  woald  have  to  go  &li  the  way 
to  Pane.  We  shall  not  oppose  this  decisioa  of  the  University,  thoagh 
in  neither  the  speech  of  Professor  Maason  Dor  that  of  Professor  Ben- 
nett do  we  see  any  very  powerful  arguments  for  women  becoming  phy- 
sicians. The  Tesponsibilicy,  however,  now  rests  with  themselves.  The 
legal  way  is  open,  and  it  is  for  themselves  now  to  consider  whether 
Medicine  is  a  womanly  calling.  There  should  be  no  raisunderstand- 
ing  ahont  one  or  two  points.  First,  that  if  ladies  are  to  eoter  a  sphere 
so  difficult  and  to  them  somewhat  delicate,  there  can  be  oo  plausible 
reason  for  exclnding  them  from  any  other  sphere.  Professor  Masson 
must  reconcile  himself  to  fair  professors  of  Belles  Lettrea,  that  may 
prove  serious  competitors  with  the  present  male  monopolists  of  Rhet- 
oric ;  and  Professor  Bennett  may  find  some  day  the  Institutes  of  Medi- 
cine very  freely  re-arranged  by  the  ladies  whom  he  is  so  politely  intro- 
ducing to  the  stud^  of  medicine.  If  ladies  may  be  physicians,  then 
they  may  be  anything.  Thia  may  be  all  right ;  but  if  so,  then  woman 
mast  not  be  considered,  as  hitherto,  the  complement  of  man,  but  ae 
his  competitor.  How  this  will  relieve  our  social  and  economical  diffi- 
culties or  add  to  the  pleasantness  of  the  position  of  woman  is  not  very 
clear  to  us.  If  women  would  show  their  complete  equality  with  men, 
let  them  emigrate  as  freely  as  men  are  doing,  and  give  grace  and  com- 
fort to  the  life  of  their  fellow-countrymen  who  have  to  go  abroad,  not 
because  they  like  it,  but  because  there  is  not  room  for  them  at  home, 
and  colonization  is  the  destiny  of  Britons.  Let  them  give  themselves 
to  the  womanly  science  of  making  bome-lifh  easy  and  practicable  and 
pleasant  to  men. 

The  action  of  the  University  of  fidinbareh  does  not  remove  the 
difficulty.  It  only  shifts  it.  All  the  objections  to  women  enteriag 
the  medical  profession  remain,  and  have  now  to  be  considered  by  ladies 
themselves.  The  process  of  medical  education  can  not  be  a  very  nice 
one  for  yonng  ladies  under  the  most  favorable  auspices,  and  with 
classes  apart,  as,  we  understand,  is  to  be  the  arrangement  in  Edin- 
burgh. It  is  inconceivable  that  lady  students  should  pass  through  a 
course  of  medical  study  in  a  large  medical  school  without  some  harm 
to  that  delicacy  of  feeling  which  has  hitherto  been  one  of  the  most 
exquisite  charms  of  the  female  character.  And  the  duties  of  the 
actual  practice  of  Medicine  are  still  less  coDgmons  with  womanly 
strength  or  feeling,  or  any  other  female  quality.  We  presume  that 
lady  practitioners  will  have  to  be  unmarried.  No  married  gentleman 
worthy  of  his  situation  would  like  his  wife  to  be  a  practitioner.  And 
yet  how  unfit  seems  a  young  unmarried  lady  for  the  duties  of  medical 
practice. 

Supposing  all  these  ol^ections  to  women  entering  the  profession  of 
medicine  answered,  there  remains  another — Will  they  be  acceptable  to 
the  public  as  medical  advisers?  This  seems  very  doubtful.  It  is 
said  they  are  adapted  for  practice  among  women  and  children.  We 
must  say  that  we  know  of  no  demand  among  women  Kenerally  for  ladv 
medical  advisers.  There  are  a  few  ladies  Just  now  who  seem  to  think 
of  nothing  else  than  the  magnihcation  of  their  sex,  and  who  propos« 
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to  revolutionize  society  ia  prosecutioD  of  this  idea.  But  they  do  not 
represent  the  general  feeling  of  women.  And  as  far  as  our  obsem- 
tion  goes,  it  tends  to  show  that  lady  practitioners  will  not  be  very 
acceptable  as  physicians  even  to  their  owasei.  Something  is  to  be 
said  for  allotting  to  them  the  department  of  midwifery;  but  even 
here,  we  believe,  medical  men  would  be  preferred,  tnd  it  is  a  laborions 
branch  of  practice  that  would  be  a  bard  means  of  livelihood  for  ■ 
■  delicate  unmarried  girl.  She  would  doubtless  simply  come  to  a  friendly 
arrangement  about  uight-calls  with  the  nearest  medical  bachelor,  and 
a  partDcrEhip  would  soon  be  arranged.  Altogether,  we  would  adviee 
ladies  to  think  twice  before  they  enter  the  medical  profession. — Lon- 
don Lancet,  Nov.  6,  1869. 


EDITORIAL  AND  MEDICAL  NEWS. 


The  Fourth  Volume  of  the  Wetlem  Journal  of  Medicine  is  com- 
pleted with  this  issue. 

The  first  number  of  the  Fifth  Volume  will  be  in  the  hands  of  our 
readers  in  a  few  days.  Aa  will  be  Been  by  a  Dotice  which  appears  in 
this  issue  from  the  Publishers,  some  important  changes  have  been 
made.  In  the  first  place,  the  Journal  will  be  edited  by  Prof  David  W. 
Yandell  and  the  present  Editor.  Dr.  Yandell's  name  is  familiar  to  the 
American  profession ;  the  sou  of  an  eminent  teacher — a  teacher  who  b 
also  one  ofthebeBtwritersUedioiae  ever  had,  and  whose  valuable  con- 
tributions have  enriched  the  pages  of  the  Journal  during  a  few  monthf 
past — worthy  son  of  such  a  sire,  he  has  the  intellect,  the  culture  idi! 
the  large  experience  which  would  be  invaluable  in  the  editorial  con- 
duct of  any  medical  periodical  in  the  world. 

In  the  next  place,  all  relating  to  the  publication  of  the  Journal 
paSBes  into  the  hands  of  that  eminent  publishing  house,  John  P.  Mor- 
ton &  Co.,  of  Louisville.  What  a  load  of  anxiety  and  care  is  lifted 
from  us  by  this  arrangement,  no  one  who  has  not  been  placed  in  omi- 
lar  circumstances  can  conceive. 

Then  the  Journal  will  be  devoted  to  Therapeutirt,  making  it  the 
representative  of  American  Medicine  in  this  regard,  as  the  Fracti- 
tioner,  so  ably  conducted  by  Dr.  Anstie,  is  of  Britjsh  Medicine.  We 
believe  it  will  meet  the  wauta  of  our  busy  practitioners  to  a  degnc 
that  no  other  journal  in  the  United  States  does — that  it  can  be  made 
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a  necessity  to  the  gieat  mass  of  iateUigent  aod  industrious  physicians. 
The  times,  bo  rich  in  hnrryiog  progress,  demaDd  snob  a  journal. 

Agaio:  The  Journal  wi\l  be  put  on  the  cash  basis.  The  January 
Dumber  will  be  sent  to  all  old  sabscribera,  but  those  who  do  not  remit 
their  subscriptioDs  will  receive  no  other  numbers.  We  have  lout  hun- 
dreds of  dollars  by  crediting ;  we  are  quite  willing  to  take  fifty  per 
cent,  for  some  three  thousand  dollars  of  ncconnte,  if  any  oue  is  anx-  ' 
ions  to  make  a  speculation  I  Even  were  that  per  centago  paid,  wo 
would  still  count  our  loss  in  four  years  at  three  thousand  dollars. 

These  pecuniary  losses  make  part  of  the  dark  side  of  the  picture 
of  onr  quadrennial  labor.  And  darker  still  the  purposed  annoyances, 
the  ingratitude,  and  downright  meanness  of  a  few  medical  men  whose 
names  we  are  half  tempted  to  bold  up  for  the  contempt  of  honorable 
gentlemen  in  the  profession. 

But  we  pass  these  false  friends  of  Medicine  by,  hoping  to  have  grace 
to  forgive  them  for  intentional  and  causeless  injuries,  and  knowing  that 
Time,  and  Truth  working  therein,  will  ultimately  silence  the  slanders  of 
coarse  ignorance  and  malevolent  ingratitude. 

But  there  is  a  brighter  side.  Two  years  and  a  half  ago  the  Jour- 
»al  had  but  about  three  hundred  subscribers;  it  now  has  mere  than  a 
thousand.  It  ranks  among  its  friends  some  of  the  best  and  some  of 
the  most  celebrated  names  in  the  American  profession;  many  of  the 
contributors,  especially  in  Indiana,  Ohio  and  Kentucky,  are  among 
the  ablest  medical  men ;  ita  contributions  we  frequently  find  repub- 
lished in  American  and  in  foreign  journals;  it  has  become  a  perma- 
nency in  the  periodical  medical  literature  of  the  country.  Kind  let- 
ters of  encouragement  from  men  whose  good  opinions  we  value  highly, 
have  cheered  us  in  the  midst  of  labors  that  have  been  by  no  means 
trifling ;  even  warm  personal  friendships  have  grown  out  of  our  edito- 
rial position. 

While  we  arrogate  no  great  success,  we  have  faithl^lly  tried  to  do 
our  duty;  as  truth  and  right  seemed  to  us,  so  we  spoke  and  acted, 
though  more  than  once  urged  to  live  for  policy,  to  enlist  the  favor  of 
this  indifferent  one,  or  silenae  the  tongue  of  that  malevolent,  by 
praising  them  for  work  they  had  not  done  but  might  do,  for  abilities 
they  had  not  shown  but  might  show,  all  of  which  kindly-meant  advice 
seemed  to  us  like  the  interrogations  that  follow:  "Stranger,  does 
your  brother  like  butter-milk?"  "I  have  got  no  brother."  "But  if 
you  had  a  brother,  would  he  like  butter-milk?"  Policy  may  do  for 
those  who  have  no  convictions,  who  float  along   upon  a  ouTrent  of. 
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ezpedienc;,  and  whose  opiDions  change  ofteoer  than  the  mooD,  so  iB  (0 
suit  the  views  of  everj  one  with  whom  they  may  he  thrown;  hut  inch 
a  life  is  grovelling  in  the  dirt  with  a  mnck-rake,  careless  of  the  golden 
crown  which  awaits  manly,  np-looking,  up-striving  endeavor.  Tempo- 
rary SDCcees  may  reward  the  arts  of  s  policy-man,  but  there  can  be  do 
tme  greatness,  no  real  growth,  without  personal  integrity  and  consci- 
entious devotion  to  the  Right,  and  such  devotion,  in  the  face  of  opposi- 
tion, if  it  need  he,  not  because  of  any  incidental  or  possible  renrd, 
but  because  it  is  right.  There  is  a  higher  court  than  a  little,  ephemeral, 
prejudiced  coterie  or  clique  to  judge  every  man,  and  that  is  the 
judgment  of  the  wisest  and  best,  who  do  not  live  in  the  fogs  of  locti 
prejudice  and  misrepresentatiou.  There  is  a  higher  court  than  either, 
that  will  one  day  pass  upon  the  lives  of  each  one  of  ns:  for  these 
broader,  juster,  and  more  enduring  judgments  let  each  one  fit  himstir, 
working  out  his  salvation  unto  these  ends,  and  not  for  any  perishing 
purposes  and  plans  of  the  hour. 

And  now,  with  the  kindest  wishes  for  the  happiness  of  our  readen, 
happiness  here  and  hereafter,  and  with  heartiest  thanks  to  our  many 
friends  for  their  encouragement  and  for  their  coutributiouB,  we  be- 
.  speak  their  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  Journal  under  ita  new  anspices; 
we  know  that  it  will  be  eminently  worthy  any  efforts  they  may  nuke, 
either  in  writing  or  procuring  subscribers. 

Tbb  American  Practitionbe — pormkrlt  "Wistern  JontXAL 
OF  Medicine" — a  Monthly  jodrnal  of  Medicine  and  SoBOEsr— 

TO  BE   ISSUED  JaNCTARY    1,   1870,    AT    LOOISVILLB,    KY. EDITED   BT 

David  W.  Yandell,  M.  D.,  and  Theophilus  Paevin,  M,  D, — Teres- 
TnEEB  Dollars  a  Year,  invariably  in  Advance. 

It  is  intended  that  the  Practitioner  shall  be  a  first  class  journal. 

It  will  he  devoted  exclusively  to  practical  medicine  and  Sor- 
gery.  ^ 

It  will  contain  contributions  from  the  leading  medical  writers  of 
the  country. 

Its  selections  will  be  made  from  original  copies. 

Its  reviews  will  aim  to  extract  the  practical  parts  of  snch  works  as 
are  noticed. 

The  aim  of  the  editors  will  he  to  conduct  the  joarnal  in  the  eseh- 
aive  interest  of  the  busy  practitioner. 

The  publishers  will  issue  it  in  the  very  highest  style  of  Uie  tjf*- 
graphical  art. 
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Tlie;  hare  a  list  of  ten  thousakd  physiciaDS  living  in  the  West 
and  South. 

As  an  adrertisiDg  medium  it  will  be  uoeqaaled  by  any  medical 
periodical  ia  the  Uaited  States. 

t^  Letters,  commanicationa,  etc.,  should  be  addressed  to  the  pub- 
lisheis,  JOBH  P.  MOBTON  k  Co., 

LmiitvilU,  Ky. 

We  ABE  in  receipt  of  the  Washingtoo  Chronicle,  December  10th, 
containiDg  an  able  communication  on  the  proposed  murder  of  Dr.  Paul 
Sohooppe  by  judicial  authority  on  the  22d  iust.  Dr.  9.  is  a  German,  a 
graduate  of  lleidleberg,  and  has  been  practicing  his  profession  at  Car- 
lisle, Pa.,  where  his  father  resided  for  many  years,  and  had  charge  of  the 
Lutheran  congregation  there.  A  Miss  Steiunicke,  of  Baltimore,  a 
maiden  lady  sixty-five  years  of  age,  visited  Carlise  in  the  summer  of 
1868,  suffered  from  some  indisposition,  and  was  under  Dr.  S.'s  profes- 
sional care.  A  warm  iVtendship  sprang  up  between  them,,  and  upon  her 
return  to  Baltimore,  they  corresponded;  be  was  poor,  she  wealthy, 
and  she  advanced  money  to  the  Doctor  to  assist  him.  In  the  fall  she 
visited  Carlisle  again,  rcmainingftill  her  death,  which  took  place  on 
the  25th  of  January  last,  she  having  been  taken  seriously  ill  on  the 
day  previous.  She  left  her  property  to  Dr.  S.  A  potl-mortem  examin- 
ation, made  most  carelessly,  thirteen  days  after  death,  and  the  state- 
ment of  the  chemist,  who  received  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for 
his  investigation,  that  he  thought  he  found  "faint  traces  of  prussic 
acid,"  were  the  chief  ostensible  causes  of  indictment  and  conviction. 
Says  this  contributor  to  the  Chronicle,  whom  we  Tecogniie  as  an  emi- 
nent member  of  the  profession  and  a  personal  friend : 

"  The  indictment  agiinst  the  Doctor  charged  him  with  willfbll/  taking  the 
life  of  Miss  Steinnicke  hj  the  admiuiilration  of  poison ;  and,  althongh  not  one 
iota  of  evidence,  from  banning  to  end,  went  to  sustain  this  allegation,  jet  the 
jury  found  him  gniltj  of  mnrder  as  indicted." 

The  medical  press  of  the  country  is,  we  believe,  unanimous  in  its 
denunciation  of  this  verdict  and  the  proposed  execution. 

Bearing  upon  this  case  we  publish  the  following  extracts,  the 
first  from  the  Medical  Gazette  of  December  4th,  and  the  second  from 
the  JVewj  York  Time$: 

"  Tax  Cask  or  Db.  ScHOXPFx.~-The  Oovemor  of  Penn^lvania,  in  the  iace 
of  the  Dnanimotti  protest  of  leading  medical  societiw— in  the  &ce  of  the  very 
testimony  given  at  the  trial— has  signed  the  death  warrant  of  Dr.  Paol  Sehompei 
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ThU  exAi^ise  of  the  unrtttmined  prerogAtive  of  diipctuing  life  or  deatli  atj 
gretifj  biB  ExceDenCf'a  seote  of  the  snpt^mac}'  of  his  official  poBition;  bal  n 
b«g  to  owure  him  that,  as  &r  sa  any  medico-legal  evidence  in  the  case  is  cdD- 
isrned,  there  is  every  probability  tfaat  in  directing  tbe  execution  of  Dr.  Scboeppe> 
be  IB  ordering  tbe  murder  of  an  innocent  man." 

"  Imtercissiom  fob  Dr.  SCHOEPPB.--Dr.  J.  Boeing,  North  Oerman  Conaal 
General  in  this  city,  atatM  Uwt  he  haa  received  intelligenee  that  Bann  top 
Gerolt,  tbe  North  German  Minister  at  Waabington,  haa  teen  Governor  Geary  u 
Harrisbarg,  Penna.,  relative  to  the  Dr.  Schoeppe  case,  and  that  the  Oovctdm 
has  declared  himself  viUiag  to  revise  the  case  from  a  memorandnm  which  n 
being  prepared  at  the  office  of  the  Nortii  Oerman  Embai^." 

The  Indiana  Medical  College  has  seventy  matriculants,  sixty- 
eight  of  wliom  are  males  and  two  females :  such  auccese  must  be  very 
encouraging  to  those  who  iDaugurat«d  and  are  conducting  this  enter- 
priee.  And  now,  without  any  unkind  feelings  towards  this  youthful 
institution,  let  us  hope  that  ita  Faculty  will  Uever  again  issue  a  "Cir- 
cular," announcing  a  /our  months'  course,  aud  their  willingness  to 
confer  "ad  eundem  and  honorary  degrees":  we  seriously  question  the 
propriety  of  organieiog  new  medical  colleges  that  do  not  take  advanced 
ground  in  the  period  of  medical  instruction,  and  in  higher  qnaiifica- 
tions  for  medical  degrees — three  years  ia  attendance  upon  lectures, 
each  course  being  at  least  sis  months,  annual  examinations,  those  who 
finally  examine  for  degrees  entirely  indcpesdeut  of  the  teacher*— 
these  are  some  of  the  steps  a  new  school  might  take  creditably  (o 
itself,  and  thereby  earn  the  respect  aud  gratitude  of  the  people  and 
of  the  profession  of  the  entire  country.  Such  an  institution,  by  the 
way,  we  hoped  to  see  established  at  Indianapolis,  and  the  plan  had 
been  discussed  by  some  medical  gentlemen  in  the  State,  though  proba- 
bly nothing  would  have  been  defioitely  determined  for  some  three  « 
four  years.  We  can  nol  believe  it  wise,  to  return,  to  have  merely  a 
four  months'  coarse — it  is  retrograding,  not  advancing.  And  as  to 
honorary  and  ad  ettndem  degrees,  more  especially  the  former,  there 
ought  to  be  exceptional,  and  no  public  offer  made  of  them,  or  medical 
college  diplomas,  now  low  enough,  will  still  depreciate  in  value. 

We  have  made  these  remarks,  which  can  not  be  misunderstood  by 
honest  and  intelligent  gentlemen,  in  all  kindness,  and  with  the  hope 
that  they  may  accomplish  some  good.  We  recogniic  in  some  of  the 
members  of  the  Faculty  of  the  Medical  College  of  iDdiaua  men  of 
industry,  ability,  aud  honor,  and  wc  heartily  wish  their  saccees. 
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At  a  recknt  meeting,  November  4th,  of  the  Clarke  Couatj  (O.) 
Medical  Society,  some  valuable  observations  were  made  by  Dr.  Wray 
OD  the  sabject  of  Legalizing  IHuectiont.  Dr.  Wray  is  a  member  of  a 
committee  upon  this  subject  appointed  by  the  Ohio  Stat«  Medical 
Society ;  and  we  are  glad  to  see  that  be  is  so  early  and  ably  moving  in 
the  matter:  we  tmst  he  will  meet  the  hearty  co-operation  of  every 
member  of  the  profession  in  the  State. 

While  Pennsylvania  and  New  York  have  liberal  enaotmeuta  npon 
this.,matter,  it  ia  a  shame  that  in  Ohio,  with  some  eight  or  ten  med- 
ical schoota,  bodies  for  dissection  most  be  obtained  by  stealth  and  viola- 
tion of  strict  and  unjnst  laws. 

Indiana,  and  Kentucky  tAO,  should  be  moving  to  the  same  end : 
let  these  States,  let  all  our  States,  have  upon  their  statute  books  laws 
legaliiiog  dissections. 

(This  note  was  received  just  as  the  lait  form  was  being  made  up: 
we  have  room  only  lor  ita  publication,  and  will  answer  it  in  the  next;) 
Un.  KnrrOR:  In  your  November  namber  joa  qaote  from  Dr.  Tilt  b  sentence 
of  Cicero'a,  as  fbUowa: 

"  Naeirt  quod  anitquam  mtm  etaeifaetmunt,  id  aempar  t»»B  puer." 
The  eame  quotation  u  need,  very  appropriately,  by  CMauder  as  a  motto  for 
his  "Getehithieder  Eatfoidemgtlamtl,"  but  in  a  little  different  form: 
"Nadre,  fuid,  ontejtKini  nofiu  tu,  aeeidait,  idM  itmper  ate  paemm." 
Can  you  turn  to  the  original  and  inform  ua  wUch  is  the  correct  reading? 


The  Timet  obituary  of  the  21st  inst.  records  the  death,  at  North 
Tawton,  of  Catherine  Budd,  in  the  ninety-first  year  of  her  age.  It  is 
impoBsible  to  let  this  brief  statement  pass  without  notice,  or  with* 
out  one  word  of  respectful  sympathy  with  her  distinguished  family. 
The  deceased  lady  was  the  mother  of  nine  sons,  of  whom  the  two 
youngest  are  members  of  the  bar,  and  the  other  seven  are  physiciaus, 
al!  of  more  than  ordinary  repute.  Among  these  seven,  Dr.  Budd, 
late  of  King's  College,  and  Dr.  Budd,  of  Bristol,  will  at  once  occur 
to  the  minds  of  our  readers.  We  tmst  that  they  may  inherit  their 
mother's  longevity,  and  may  thus  be  spared  for  many  years  to  do  good 
work  in  the  interest  of  mankind. — Lancet,  Out,  S3. 

Pat  Up. — We  beg  out  subscribera,  who  are  indebted  to  us,  to  pay 
as  promptly  as  possible.  Remittances  may  be  made  to  Bobert  Clarke 
&  Co.,  CinciDDBti,  or  to  the  Editor  at  Indianapolis.  Again,  we  say, 
Pat  op. 
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"What  BxooHxaor  Mkdioal  Studintb?" — This  is  the  headio* 
of  a  brief  and  brillUot  articl«  that  fonnfl  a  part  of  the  fifth  volume  of 
the  St.  Bartholomew's  Hoflpital  Keporta,  recently  pablished.  Mr. 
Paget,  the  anthor  of  this  artiole,  has,  with  much  labor  itnd  cooaiden- 
ble  perspicuity,  given  the  reader  an  analysis  of  the  careers  of  mx 
thouBtiud  medioftl  atndenta,  all  of  whom  have  been  known  to  ud 
observed  by  him,  or  by  Uls  coltaagues,  Mr.  Callender  and  Mi.  Thomu 
Smith,  daring  a  period  of  fifl«en  years.  He  has  placed  them  in  tight 
divisioDs,  and  tells  us  that  twenty-three  have  achieved  distinguished 
snocesa,  siity-six  considerable  success,  five  hundred  and  seven  Tui 
success,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  very  limited  Buecees;  .thit 
fifty-six  failed  entirely,  ninety-sis  left  the  profession,  eighty-sevaii 
within  twelve  years  of  commencing  practice,  and  forty-one  died  doring 
pupilage.  Distinguished  success  is  accorded  to  those  who  have  gaioed 
importBot  public  appointments  in  hospitdls  or  elsewhere,  have  main- 
tained leading  pTactioee  19  very  large  towns,  or  have  been  teachers  in 
great  scbools.  Considerable  success  is  ascribed  to  those  who  hold 
high  positions  in  the  public  service  or  good  leading  practjcet;  and 
fair  success  to  those  whose  tot  has  comprised  "that  measuTe  of  well- 
doing which  consists  in  having  a  Jair  practice  (enough  to  live  with), 
maintaining  a  good  professional  and  personal  repatation,  or  in  bcldisE 
ordinary  appointments  in  the  public  services  or  in  the  colonies,  ana 
gaining  promotion  in  due  course  of  time."  It  will  be  seen  that  this 
last  class  constitutes  rather  more  than  half  of  the  total  number,  and 
hence  it  is  to  this  class  in  prospective  that  our  observations  on  these 
statisties  should  be  specially  and  particularly  addressed.  There  can 
be  DO  doubt  that  the  lives  of  all  professional  men  in  thin  country,  *s 
in  all  other  wallcs  of  life,  are  made  up  of  constant  and  continual  strag- 
gles, and  that  the  so-called  battle  of  life  has  to  be  fought  with  mon 
than  ordinary  energy  and  peraeverenoe  by  medical  men.  But  these 
figures  appear  most  happily  at  the  beginning  of  the  wiater's  work, 
and  show  our  neophytes  that  a  fair  and  reasonable  measore  of  sac- 
cess  may  be  aod  is  attained  by  those  who  enter  the  profess  ion,  and 
labor  therein  honestly,  perseveringly,  and  well.  Mr.  Faget's  paper  is 
commendable,  chiefly  because  it  encourages  all  to  work ;  because  it 
shows  that  honest  work  results  in  fair  success;  and  because  it  proTn, 
as  fur  as  figures  possibly  can,  that  if  a  proper  and  persevering  course 
of  study  be  pursued,  failure  is  very  much  the  exception,  rather  than 
the  rule.  And,  as  Mr.  Paget  very  pertinently  remarks,  "nolhinc 
appears  more  certain  than  that  the  personal  character,  the  very  nitnie. 
the  will  of  each  student  had  far  greater  force  in  determinia^  his  career 
than  any  helps  or  hindrances  whatever.  «  *  *  The  time  and  the 
place,  the  work  to  be  done  and  its  responsibilities,  will  change;  bit 
the  man  will  be  the  same,  except  in  so  far  as  he  may  change  himself." 
— London  Lancet,  Nov.  6,  1889. 
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